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BERBICE. 


No. 1. 


My Lorp, | ‘ London, 2d June 1825. 
' | HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Lordship an extract minute of 
the proceedings in the Council of Government in the Colony of Berbice, of the 
11th February last, by which your Lordship will perceive, that, for the purpose 
of affording greater facility in framing the intended Order in Council for er- 
bice, analagous to that now in operation in Trinidad, and for carrying the same 
into effect, I have recommended that the Colony should be divided into districts, 
and certain civil Magistrates appointed to'each, and their several powers and 
authorities clearly defined ; which recommendation has been acceded to by the 
Council. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BEARD, 


Lieut.-Governor of Berbice. 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. 


&c. &c. &e. 
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Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Honourable Council of 
Government. 
Friday, 11th February 1825. 

HIS Excellency, with reference to certain provisions of the order intended to 
be made for the government of the Slave population in this Colony, stated his 
desire to obtain the opinion of the Council, as to the division of the Colony 
into districts, the eligibility of persons to fill the office of local Magistrates 
therein, the powers to be delegated unto them, and the rules to be prescribed 
for their guidance in the exercise of such authority. His Excellency observing 
that he considered it would be highly desirable that the members of the 
Council should, ex officio, perform the duties of Magistrates in the districts 
where they respectively resided. Ce 

The Council concurred in opinion with his Excellency, and, having de- 
liberated, stated they considered that the Colony should be divided into 
districts, as follows : 

East and Corentine Coast—three districts, viz. 

No. 1.—To commence at No. 1, East Coast, and to extend to No. 1, Coren- 
tine Coast. 

No. 2.—JTo commence at No. 1, Corentine Coast, and to extend to No. 27 
of said coast. 

No. 3.—To commence at No. 27, and to extend to extremity of the 
inhabited part of the said coast, and river Corentine, including the permanent 
and temporary residences of wood-cutters and settlers on said river. 


West Coast—two districts, viz. | 
No. 1.—To commence at Plantation Edward, and to extend to lot No. 27. 
No. 2.—To commence at No. 27, and to extend to Abany Creek. 


River—four districts, viz. . 
No. 1.—To commence at Plantation Overwinning, and to extend to Plan- 
tation Highbury inclusive—East bank of the River. . , 
No. 2.—To commence at the lot of land adjoining Plantation Edward, and 
extend to Plantation Hoop Van Beter—West bank. 
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_.. .No. 3.—To commence at Plantation Op Hoop Van Beter, and to extend to 
Plantation Berenstein inclusive—West Bank. 

No. 4.—To commence at the lot of land next to Plantation Highbury, and 
to extend to the extremity of the inhabited part of the river, including all 
habitations and settlements of wood-cutters on the east side thereof, and on the 
West bank, all above Plantation Berenstein. 


Canje Creek—two districts, viz. 

Fast Bank. 

West Bank. 7 

The Council further stated that they considered Proprietors or their Repre- 
sentatives should be preferred in the Magistracy to be appointed under said 
order. That the persons to be delegated should be efficient. ‘That the rules 
for the exercise of the authority of such Magistrates should be clearly defined. 
And that on the same being done, the civil powers with which the officers of 
the -Bargher Militia are at present vested be abolished, and their duties confined 
to services purely military. — | 
: [Tt was accordingly resolved, that such regulations should be taken into early 
consideration. 


No. 2. 
Sir, Downing Street, 25th April 1825. 


I HAVE received your despatch of the 29th of January last, and I am to sig- 
nify to you His Majesty’s approval of the regulation which you have made for 
the purpose of securing to Slaves the due acquisition of any benefit bequeathed 
to them. I have, &c. 
Lieutenant-Governor Beard, (Signed) BATHURST. 


&e. &c. &c. 


No. 3. 
SIR, Downing Street, 17th March 1826. 


I HAVE received His Majesty’s commands to desire that in case Governor 
Beard shall not have arrived in Berbice shortly after you receive this despatch, 


ou will forthwith issue a proclamation in that Colony which shall there carry» 


into effect the whole of the provisions which shall at that time have been 
adopted by the Court of Policy in Demerara for meliorating the condition of 
the Slaves. You will, however, make such a modification in the Clause, by 
which a salary ‘of 14,000 guilders is provided for the Protector of Slaves in 
Demerara, as will apportion the Protector’s salary in Berbice to what you con- 
sider to be the relative means of the Colony, and you will make the best 
‘selection in your power of an individual to act as Protector until a permanent 


appointment shall be made ey His Majesty, and the person so appointed shall 


be sent out to assume the office. 3 
I have, &c. 
ae , (Signed) BATHURST. 
Officer administering the Government of Berbice. 
No. 4. 
Sir, Downing Street, 20th March 1826. 


I ENCLOSE to you herewith an Order of the King in Council, bearing 
date the 30th January 1826, for dissolving the present Council of Governmnent 
in Berbice, and substituting another. On your arrival in the Colony you will 
forthwith promulgate this order, and, having convened the new Council, 
-you will lay before them the several documents which I enclose, being copies 
of the correspondence which has taken place between the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Demerara and myself, on the subject of the ordinance which has been passed 
by the Court of Policy, for meliorating the condition of the Slaves in that 
Colony. 
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~ The Council of Government will find in this correspondence the objections 
which have been urged by that Court against some of the provisions recom- 
mended for their adoption, and the explanations by which they have been 
obviated, and which I am. induced to hope will lead to the ultimate adoption 
of the whole. You will perceive, however, that the Law, as it was first pro- 
mulgated in Demerara, is imperfect as regards the provisions respecting 
Sunday labour, Slave property, and compulsory manumissions, and that 
have not yet had an opportunity of learning whether the Court of Policy will 
acquiesce in the reasons which are contained in my despatch of the 25th 
ultimo, and be induced to make the necessary amendments. 

You will, therefore, lose no time in obtaining from the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Demarara a copy of the ordinance which you shall find to be then in force 
in the Colony, and lay it likewise before the Council of Government. When 
that body shall] have duly considered these documents, it will be satisfactory to 
me to learn that they have perceived the expediency of their concurrence with 
you in promulgating an ordinance embodying the same provisions that were in 
the first instance contained in the Demerara ordinance ; and likewise those at 
first omitted, and which, if not at length adopted by the Court of Policy, are 
to be added in the Order of His Majesty in Council, which will be issued to 
confirm the ordinance. If the Court of Government of Berbice shall be unwil- 
ling to adopt any provisions which the Court of Policy may possibly continue 
to reject, I assure myself that they will at least not hesitate to concur in carry~ 
ing into effect what that body shall have enacted, and you will immediately 
proceed to pass, with their advice and consent, an ordinance for meliorating 
the condition of the Slaves, similar to that which shall be then in force in 
Demerara, with such modification however, of the clause by which a salary of 
14,000 guilders is assigned to the Protector of Slaves in Demerara, as shall 
apportion that of the Protector in Berbice to what you shall consider to be 
the relative means of the Colony, as well as the duties of the office. This 
ordinance will be ultimately confirmed by the King in Council, and if not 
complete, as promulgated by yourself and the Council, the provisions wantin 
in it will be then submitted to His Majesty in Council as proper to be supplied 
by the Royal authority. 


I have, &c. 
Lieutenant-Governor Beard, (Signed) BATHURST. 
&c. &c. &c. 


No. 5. 


Sir, Downing Street, 20th March 1826. 


IN directing you to put in force the Demerara Ordinance referred to in my 
other despatch, I must call to your particular attention that part which relates 
to the duties of Protectors of eves 

I am aware that these duties are in their nature very invidious, and that in 
the due execution of them it requires, on the one hand, great discretion, so that 
_no inconsiderate encouragement be given to groundless or frivolous accusations 
by Slaves against those who are placed in authority over them, and great firm- 
ness on the other, so as not to compromise the welfare of the Slaves to the fear 
of giving offence to their masters, I need not, therefore, press upon you to 
give the Protector of Slaves all the advantage of your countenance and asssist- 
ance.—But I deem it expedient to instruct you that if, in any prosecutions 
which he may consider it necessary to advise, you should observe any back- 
wardness in those whose duty it would be to forward them, or any difficulties 
unjustifiably interposed by any of the existing authorities, you will imme- 
diately make me acquainted with such attempts to counteract the beneficial 
effects of this part of the Ordinance, so that I may be able to take the proper 
steps for removing them.—And you will from time to time communicate to 
me the several proceedings which may be instituted by the Protector of Slaves, 
particularly in the discharge of this part of his duty, and inform me of their 
result. | 

| I have, &c. 
Lieutenant-Governor Beard, (Signed) BATHURST. 


&c. &c. &c. 


Vide Demerara Pa- 
pers, presented last 
Session. 
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| : No. 6. | 
Sir, : : Downing Street, 20th March 1826. 


. WITH reference to my other despatch of this date, I have received the 
King’s commands to desire that in the event (I hope improbable) of your not 
being enabled to obtain the concurrence of the Council of Government in enact- 
jing an Ordinance, similar to whatever Law you may on your arrival in Berbice 
find to be in force in Demerara, you will then at once carry such Law into effect 
by a Proclamation in His Majesty’s name. 


| I have, &c. | 
Lieutenant-Governor Beard, (Signed) BATHURST. 
&c. &c. &c. - 
No: 7. | 
; My Lorp, King’s House, Demerara, 11th May 1826. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 17th 
March. 

I shall duly observe the instructions it contains, and as the Court of Policy 
of this Colony will meet on the 24th instant, for the final consideration of 
your Lordship’s commands, conveyed to me in your despatch of the 25th of 
February, I shall, at the conclusion of that sitting, know ‘ the whole of the 
provisions, which shall at that time have been adopted in Demerara ;” and 
I will then, if Lieutenant-Governor Beard shall not have arrived in the mean 
time, issue a proclamation, carrying the same provisions into effect in Berbice; 
paying due attention to the provisional appointment of a Protector, and to the 
proportion of salary to be given him. 

--I conceive that this arrangement will be in accord with the spirit of His 
Majesty’s commands, since, as I received your Lordship’s despatch on the 
gd instant, and the sitting of the Court of sat will probably occupy a few 
days, about a month will have elapsed between the time of its having reached 
me, and the issue of the proclamation in Berbice; an interval which will, 
I think, pretty well answer to the expression of “ shortly after the receipt of 
the despatch,” by which I am to be directed in proclaiming the Slave Law, if 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Berbice should not have arrived. 


I have, &c, 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. Signed) D’URBAN. 
&e. &c. &c. 3 
| No. 8. | | 
Sir, | Downing Street, 3d June 1826. . 


PREVIOUSLY to your taking possession of the very arduous and important 
situation to which you have been appointed as Protector of Slaves, it is neces- 
sary that I should convey to you some special instructions for the regulation of 
your conduct in the exercise of its various duties. | 

It will be your particular duty, as Protector of Slaves, to watch over the faith- 
ful execution of all such provisions or regulations, with respect to the treatment 
of Slaves, as are at present in force in Berbice, or as may at any future time be 
established there by any lawful authority. 

- You will, if necessary, apply to the local Government for any facilities which 
may give you more complete opportunities of receiving and considering any 
complaints which may be preferred by the Slaves against their owners, or an 
other ‘et exercising a delegated authority over them, and you will not fail 
to: make a report to the Lieutenant-Governor, which will be transmitted to me, 
on the subject of any practical impediments which may be found in the execu- 
tion of any part of your duty. | 7 

You will not deem it necessary, in all cases, to wait to receive complaints 
from the Slaves themselves; but if you shall hear of any unwarrantable treat- 
ment to which any Slave, or any gang of Slaves are exposed, you will repair 
to the estate, and there institute a diligent inquiry into the conduct of those 
persons who may be responsible upon the occasion. 
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You will not, however, forget, in the execution of your office, that it 1s also 
your duty to secure all the legal rights of the proprietor as well as of the Slave, 
as far as they are involved in any transaction with you as Protector. 

You must exercise a constant discretion in impressing upon the minds of the 
Slaves, in the most forcible manner, that the measures which have been pro- 
vided for their protection are in no degree to interfere with the unremitting 

practice of industry and obedience to which, under prescribed regulations, their 
owners are by law entitled; but on the contrary, that those duties are the more 
strictly to be observed by them, in proportion as Law and regulation interpose, 
to — any improper exercise of the authority of the master. 

ou must explain to them, that although they may always expect to find in 
you a vigilant friend and protector, in all cases where such protection can be 
properly required, they will at the same time find you entirely determined to 
discountenance any frivolous and unfounded complaints which may be prefetred 
against their masters. | 

You will not fail to make it your early and peculiar study to fix on the mind 
of the Slaves, by such arguments and explanations as are suited to their state 
of information and comprehension, the principles which are contained in this 
letter, and which pervade all that course of legislation which His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment have established and recommended in pursuance of the Resolutions of 
both Houses of Parliament. | 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) BATHURST. 
David Power, Esq., Protector of Slaves, Berbice. 


No. 9. 
My Lorp, Berbice, 21st July 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that in obedience to your Lord- 
ship’s instructions, I convened the new Council of Government as early as pos- 
sible, after proclaiming the King’s order of goth January last, for dissolving the 
late Council, and laid before them your Lordship’s despatch of the 20th March 
last, and the documents therein referred to; a also the Demerara Ordinance 
for the religious instruction of Slaves, and bettering their condition; together 
with a despatch which I had received on that subject, from the Lieutenant- 
Governor of that Colony, and I now have the honour of transmitting to your 
Lordship minutes of the proceedings of Council on this important matter on the 
20th instant. It is my pleasing duty to state to your Lordship, that the new 
Council of Government have evinced their perfect readiness to meet the views 
of His Majesty’s Government, as far as they possibly can, and I hope with as 
little delay as possible, to put the new measures for meliorating the condition 
of the Slave population in this Colony, into satisfactory operation. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BEARD. 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. 


&e. &e. &c. 


. 


Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Council 
of Government. 7 


Thursday, 20th July 1826. 

The Lieutenant-Governor stated that he had now to bring under the con- 
sideration of the Council a subject of considerable importance, viz. the proposed 
Ordinance for meliorating the condition of the Slaves in this Colony; and his 
Excellency was assured that the Council would give the matter their most 
serious and unbiassed attention, which he trusted might enable him to report 
satisfactorily thereon to His Majesty's Government. 

A dispatch bearing date 20th March 1826, addressed by the Right: Honour- 
able the Earl Bathurst, to the Lieutenant-Governor on the subject: of said 
Ordinance was then read. (Vide Appendiz.) | 

The correspondence referred to in said despatch was then laid on the table, 
and his Excellency aid he had applied to the Lieutenant-Governor of Deme- 
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rara for a copy of the Slave Ordinance now in force in that Colony, as also for 
the further information desired; to which his Excellency had received an 
answer from the Lieutenant-Governor, dated the 13th instant, transmitting a 
copy. of said Ordinance, and stating that the ultimate consideration of the pro- 
visions deemed by His Majesty’s Government essential to complete said Ordi- 
nance, was to be entered into by his Excellency, in conjunction with the Court 
of Policy, on the 31st instant, when he would not fail to transmit without 
delay the result. ‘The despatch was then read as follows : | 


Sir, King’s House, Demerara, 13th July 1826. 
I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s despatch of the 10th 
instant, and I herewith transmit accordingly the Slave Ordinance now in 
force in Demerara, with respect to which I refer your Excellency, in ex- 
planation, to No. 2, of my memorandum of the 6th instant, forwarded to your 

Excellency on the gth instant. 4 
In all probability your Excellency already has the Parliamentary Papers 
which I also enclose. Lord Bathurst’s despatch, No. 5, page 119, of those 
papers, contains his Lordship’s remarks upon the 9th, 27th, and 29th articles 
of the Ordinance, the ultimate consideration of which (as I have already had 
the honour to inform your Excellency) I am to enter into with the Court of 
Policy on the 31st instant; and I will not fail to transmit to your Excellency 
without delay, the result of that sitting. 

7 I have, &c. 

(Signed) .. B. DURBAN. 


After which his Excellency said, that immediately on receipt of the promised 
information from Demerara, he would convoke the Council, and submit the 
same for their further consideration. | 

The Council thanked his Excellency for the communication, said they were 


‘anxious to be informed of the ultimate view which the local Government of 


‘Demerara may take of the required’ provisions of the intended Ordinance, 
‘respecting Sunday labour, Slave pro ny, and compulsory manumissions, 
further stated that they would fictoedints y proceed to examine the various 
‘documents, and readily co-operate with his Excellency in carrying into effect 


‘the objects of His Majesty’s Government, as far as they possibly could. 


No. 10. 


My Lorp, | Berbice, August 16th 1826. — 


. I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings in Council on the 8th instant, on the subject of the new Slave 
Code for this Colony, and also the copy of a letter which I have subsequently 
receiyed from Sir Benjainin D’Urban, relative to the proceedings of the Court 
of Policy at Demerara on the proposed amendments to the Slave Code now in 
force in that Colony. I had summoned the Council,. to take these important 
measures into consideration, to-day, but on account of the indisposition of some 
of the members, I have been obliged to postpone their meeting until Monday 
mext. | | : 

Although I cannot pledge myself for their adoption of the amendments pro- 
posed by gt to the Demerara Code, yet from the feeling which ap- 

ars to me to prevail amongst the Council, and discussions which I have 
fad with some of the members on the subject, I flatter myself with the 
hope that [ shall be able to carry the wishes of His Majesty’s Government into 
effect, and very shortly make a satisfactory report of my proceedings thereon 
to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
, (Signed) H. BEARD. 

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. | 


&ce. &e. &c. 
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- Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Honourable tle Council 
- oe of Government of the Colony of Berbice. — | 
Tuesday, Sth August 1826. 


Present. 


His Excellency Henry Beard, Esq. Lieutenant-Governor ; and the Honour- 
able W. Scott; Charles Kyte; Wm. Campbell; James Culley ; T. A. 
Jones; and John S. Usher. : 


_ (After Prayers.) 


His Excellency called the attention of the Council to the Slave Ordinance 
intended to be passed in this Colony, and requested to be informed whether 
members had been able yet to examine the Demerara Ordinance, and the nu- 
merous papers and documents on that subject, which he had submitted to the 
Council for their consideration on the 20th and 22d July last, observing, at the 
same time, that he had not yet received the expected information from Deme- 
rara relative to the result of the deliberations of the Court of Policy on the 
proposed amendments to their Slave Code, as regarded manumissions, Sunday 
labour, and Slave property. 

The Council said that they had maturely considered the subject, and the va- 
rious papers and documents relative thereto, which had been submitted to them 
by his Excellency, and that they were perfectly ready and willing to co-operate 
with him in framing and giving effect to the proposed Ordinance without any 
unnecessary delay ; but at the same time they observed, that as it was extremely 
desirable that they should know, if possible, the result of the deliberations of 
the Court of Policy in Demerara on the proposed amendments to their Code, 
previous to coming to any final conclusion on this important subject, they 
submitted to his Excellency the expediency of waiting a few days for the arrival 
of the promised information. : 

His Excellency replied that he was fully assured of the readiness of the 
Council to co-operate in giving effect to the objects of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment on this matter as early as possible ; and as he concurred with the Coun- 
cil in opinion, that it was important to receive the expected information thereon 
before finally settling the proposed Code for this Colony, he would, at. the. 
rising of the Council to-day, adjourn it until to-morrow week, when he hoped to 
be able to lay the required information before them. 


SIR, a : King’s House, Demerara, 6th August 1826. 


’ WITH reference to my communications of the 6th and 13th of last month, 
I have the honour to inform your Excellency, that the Court of Policy of this 
Colony has been occupied upon the Slave Code during the whole of last week, 
and has concluded its deliberations thereon. | tg 

No alteration, however, has resulted to the Code, which, therefore, remains 
recisely the same as in the copy which I had the honour to transmit to your 

xcellency with my despatch of 13th July. | 

- There is, however, a short supplementary clause which followed the Code, 
prescribing a form of Punishment Record Book, and which I think I did not 
send to your Excellency together with it. I now transmit it. 

ac I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. DURBAN. 

His Excellency Lieut.-Governor Beard, &c. &c. Berbice. 
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No. 11. 


My Lorp, Berbice, 31st August 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship extract minutes of the 
proceedings in Council on the 21st, 23d, and 24th of the present month, rela- 
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tive to the intended new Slave Code for this Colony, and I flatter myself that 
it will be satisfactory to your Lordship to learn that the Council have pro- 
ceeded with persevering industry in adapting the Demerara Code to the circum- 
stances of this Colony, and at the same time embodying in it (under certain 
modifications) the amendments proposed by your Lordship regarding Sunday 
labour, Slave property, and compulsory manumissions, in your Lordship’s 
despatch of the 25th February last, to the Lieutenant-Governor of Demerara. 

I hope to have the new Code completed in a few days more, and shall then 
lose no time in promulgating it, and transmitting it to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. BEARD. 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Council of Government 
of the Colony of Berbice. | 


Monday, 2ist August 1826. 
(After Prayers.) | 


His Excellency stated that he had convened the Council for the purpose of 
again taking into consideration the new Slave Code, and laying before them a 
despatch which he had received since their last meeting from Sir B. D'Urban, 
Lieutenant-Governor of Demerara, dated the 6th instant, conveying the result of 
the deliberations of the Court of Policy in that Colony on the proposed amend- 
ments to their Slave Code. | 

The Secretary then read the despatch, which is as follows : 


“: Sir, “ King’s House, Demerara, 6th August 1826. 

“ With reference to my communication of the 6th and 13th of last month, 
‘J have the honour to inform your Excellency, that the Court of Policy of this 
«‘ Colony has been occupied upon the Slave Code during the whole of the last 
«¢ week, and has codeine its deliberations thereon. _ 

“¢ No alteration, however, has resulted to the Code, which, therefore, remains 
* precisely the same as in the copy which I had the honour to transmit to 
* your Excellency with my despatch of the 13th July. 

‘s There is, however, a short supplementary clause, which followed the Code, 
‘¢ prescribing a form of Punishment Record Book, and which I think I did not 
<«‘ send to your Excellency together with it. 1 now transmit it. | 
3 3 «¢ T have, &c. | 
bP S “ (Signed) B. D'URBAN.” 
To his Excellency Lieut.-Governor Beard, &c. &c. Berbice. | 


His Excellency then observed, that he hoped the Council had fully con- 
sidered all the papers which had been laid before them on this subject, and that 
they would now proceed with him in preparing the Ordinance to be issued in 
this Colony at the earliest possible period, in order that it might be published, 
~ put into operation a sufficient length of time before the Christmas holi. 

ays. | 

His Excellency observed, that he hoped the Council would at the same time 
give their most earnest consideration to the proposed amendments, and make 
the intended Slave Code in this Colony as consistent as possible with the views 
of bis Majesty’s Government. | 

After some discussion, the members proposed to meet at the Court House 
to-morrow morning at 7 o'clock, to examine and make their observations on 
the Demerara Code, and afterwards to attend his Excellency in Council at 10 
o'clock, which was agreed.to. 
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Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Council 
._. of Government of the Colony of Berbice. = 


Wednesday, 23d August 1826. 
(After Prayers.) | 


The Council resumed the further consideration of the proposed new Slave 
Code for meliorating.the condition of that part of the ‘wesoniger in this Co- 
lony, and after discussing at considerable length several clauses of the Demerara 
Code, and particularly the amendments which had been proposed thereto, and 
deemed essentially necessary by His Majesty’s Government, viz.—compensa- 
tion to Slaves for labour of absolute necessity performed for the benefit of their 
owners on Sunday; the eligibility of Slaves to hold land as well as other pro- 
perty ; and the right of Slaves to purchase their own freedom from their owners 
on equitable terms; the said amendments were, under certain modifications, 
adopted, and agreed to be introduced into the new Code. The Council then 
took into consideration the clause of the Demerara Code with respect to the 
admissibility of Slave evidence, subject to the same rules as govern the compe- 
tency of persons of free condition ; when, after considerable discussion on this 
clause, which was protracted to a late hour, and there being a difference of opi- 
nion thereon, his Excellency proposed to adjourn the further consideration of 
this clause, and the remaining clauses of the Code, until to-morrow morning at 
10 o'clock, which was agreed to, and the Council, after prayers, adjourned ac- 
cordingly. 


§ 
4 


Extract from the Registers of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Council 
of Government of the Colony of Berbice. 


Thursday, 24th August 1826. 
(After Prayers.) 


The Council resumed the consideration of the proposed new Slave Code, and 
after comparing the clause of the Demerara Code with the clause of the Trini- 
dad Order in Council, as to the admissibility of Slave testimony, and discussing 
at considerable length the principles and effects of these clauses, the Council 
agreed to adopt the Trinidad clause on this subject. 

The Council having completed their examination of the several clauses in the 
Demerara new Slave Code now in force in that Colony, and fully deliberated 
thereon, and made such alterations and amendments therein, and additions 
thereto, as they considered necessary for framing the new Slave Code for this 
Colony, and meeting the views of His Majesty’s Government relative thereto, 
directed the Secretary to prepare as speedily as possible a draft of the intended 
Code, in order that it might be revised and finally considered at the next meet- 
ing of the Council. 


No. 12. 
- My Lorp, Berbice, 22d September 1826. _ 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship extracts from the minutes 
of the proceedings in Council of the goth August last, 13th, 14th, and 20th of 
the present month, regarding the new Slave Code for this Colony, which is now 
so far completed that I hope to be able to publish it next week, and forward it 
‘to your Lordship by the first opportunity. I propose to bring it into operation 
on the Ist November next, and [ flatter myself that the harmony and good 
feeling which have prevailed in the — during the discussion of these im- 
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portant measures, and the unanimity with which the amendments to the De- 
merara Code have been made, with a sincere desire to meet the views of His 
Majesty’s Government, will prove satisfactory to your Lordship. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. BEARD. 


The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. 
&c. &e. &c. | / 


Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Council 
of Government of the Colony of Berbice. 


Wednesday, 30th August 1826. 
(After Prayers.) 


The Council then proceeded to revise and consider the draft of the intended 
Code for the melioration of the condition of the Slave population in this Co- 
lony, when a difficulty occurred as to the extent of the authority of the Deputy 
Fiscals in Demerara (similar officers in this Colony under the title of Civil Ma- 
gistrates, being proposed as Assistant Protectors of Slaves), and as the Council 
deemed it essential to define the duties of such officers clearly, and not leave the 
proposed Code subject to any avoidable difficulty in its execution, they submitted 
the propriety of obtaining from Demerara information thereon previous to 
finally settling the Code for this Colony; to which his Excellency acceded. 
And as his Excellency stated that he had already written to Sir Benjamin D'Ur- 
ban on this subject, and expected an answer in three or four days, it was agreed 
to adjourn the Council until the answer should arrive. | 


Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Council of Government 
J of the Colony of Berbice 


Present. 


His Excellency Henry Beard, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor, and the Honourables 
Charles Kyte, Wm. Campbell, and T. A. Jones. 


Absent. 
Wm. Scott, James Culley, and John S. Usher. 


Wednesday, 13th September 1826. 
(After Prayers.) 


His Excellency stated that he had obtained from the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Demerara the information desired at the last meeting, relative to the extent of 
the authority of the Deputy Fiscals and Assistant Protectors of Slaves, as also 
the regulations for the tread-mill erected in the gaol of Demerara, as the means 
of correctional punishment, which was accordingly read. 


(Vide Appendix.) 


His Excellency further stated, that he would defer the final consideration of 
the draft of the intended Code for the melioration of the condition of the Slave 
population until to-morrow, when he hoped the members at present indisposed 
might be able to attend. 
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Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Council 
. | of Government of the Colony Berbice. 


Present. 


His Excellency Henry Beard, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor, and the Honourables 
Charles Kyte, Wm. Campbell, James Culley, and T. A. Jones. 


Absent. 
Wm. Scott, and J. S. Usher. 


Thursday, 14th September 1826. 
(After Prayers.) 


The draft for the intended Code for the melioration of the Slave population 
was then read, and after the several clauses and amendments and additions had 
been discussed and maturely considered, the draft was finally approved of, and 
the Secretary was directed to prepare a fair copy of it, and deliver it as early as 
possible to his Excellency, who stated that he would at the earliest convenient 
day after the receipt thereof, convene the Council for the purpose of finally pas- 
sing and: signing the said Code, at which time he hoped there would be a full 
attendance of the Council. 


_@ 


Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Council 
of Government of the Colony of Berbice. 


Present. 


His Excellency Henry Beard, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor, and the Honourables 
Wm. Scott, Charles Kyte, Wm. Campbell, James Culley, and T. A. Jones. 


Absent. 
Joho S. Usher. 


Wednesday, 20th September 1826. 
(After Prayers.) 


His Excellency stated that the Secretary, pursuant to direction given on the 

14th instant, had prepared a fair copy of the draft of the intended Code for the 

melioration of the Slave population in this Colony, and that his Excellency 

te convened the Council for the purpose of finally passing and signing said 
ode. 

The Secretary then proceeded to read the same, article by article, to several 
of which certain verbal and other amendments and additions were made, when, 
having proceeded as far as the clause directing the * keeping of a Marriage and 
Birth Record Book, bis Excellency proposed, as it was four o’clock of the day, 
to adjourn the further reading of the said Code until to-morrow morning at ten 
oclock, which was agreed to. 


* An amendment is made to the 26th clause of the Demerara Code, by which it is made com- 
pulsory, under a penalty, on proprietors to keep an accurate record of all marriages and births of 
Slaves upon estates, to be transmitted to the Protector whenever he may require it. . 


25th September 1896. 


25th September 1826. 


200 | BERBICE. 


No. 13. 


My Lorp, Berbice, 23d October 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the new Code, which, 
with the unanimous concurrence of the Council, has been passed for promoting 
the religious instruction and bettering the state and condition of the Slave po- 
pulation in His Majesty’s Colony of Berbice; and also a minute made by the 
Council on passing and signing this document. | 

This Ordinance has been framed upon the model of the Code now in opera- 
tion in Demerara, with such amendments and additions, however, as local cir- 
cumstances rendered necessary, and more particularly with due attention to 
such amendments as your Lordship’s letter of the 25th February last, to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Demerara, pointed out, as regards Sunday tabour, the 
right of Slaves to hold property in land, and the right to be given to a Slave to 
purchase his manumission without the consent of his owner. 

To these three principal points [ will now proceed to draw your Lordship’s 
more immediate attention, respectfully referring your Lordship to the manu- 
script Code itself for those amendments and additions which are of a minor de- 
scription, but which I trust your Lordship will nevertheless consider of some 
Importance. 

- With respect to Sunday labour, your Lordship will perceive, on reference to 
the gth clause of the Berbice Code (B), that “ it is strictly provided that the 
several descriptions of exigible labour” (previously enumerated) “are to be only 
performed for wages to be paid to the Slave himself or herself in the currency 
of the Colony, and not by any parts or portions of the produce of the crops 
which may accrue to the proprietor from such labour.” | 

By the 27th clause, the right of Slaves to possess landed as well as other 
property in the Colony, is established by law under the following provisions, 
namely, “ That nothing hereinbefore contained shall extend or be construed 
“ to extend to affect or prejudice the right of property which the proprietor or 
‘¢ owner legally has in or to his Slave or Slaves; and his or her services shall 
‘¢ in no manner be alienated, diminished, or deteriorated by the possession of 
any land or other property as aforesaid, which any such Slave or Slaves may 
“ by virtue hereof legally acquire ; but such land or other property so acquired 
“ by such Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, shall alone be considered and remain 
‘liable to and for any debt or debts, of whatsoever nature or kind, which such 
‘© Slave or Slaves may at any time incur for or in respect of any such land or 
‘“‘ other property as aforesaid ; and the person or persons of the said Slave or 
‘¢ Slaves shall be for ever freed and discharged from all liability for or on ac- 
“¢ count of any such debt or debts.” 

These provisions have been considered necessary to secure to the proprietor 
his right of property in his Slaves, and to their undiminished services. 

With reference to the third and most important point, and which is con- 
sidered ‘a vital part of the whole measure,” namely, the right to be given to 
the Slave to purchase his manumission, without the consent of his owner, I 
have great satisfaction in referring your Lordship to the gist, 32d, 33d, and 
gath clauses of the Code, by which your Lordship will find that this right is 
clearly established by law, subject, however, to certain restrictions, which will 
be found in the concluding part of the 34th clause, namely, “ Provided always 
‘ that nothing hereinbefore contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, 
to entitle any Slave or Slaves within this Colony to purchase the freedom of 
‘¢ himself, herself, or themselves, or of his or her wife, or husband, or child, or 
‘brother, or sister, or reputed wife, or husband, or child, or brother, or sister, 
‘© without the consent of his, her, or their owner or owners, unless it shall be 
‘¢ made to appear, to the satisfaction of the Protector or Deputy Protector of 
Slaves (as the case may be), that the money wherewith such Slave or Slaves 
‘‘ may propose to purchase his, her, or their freedom as aforesaid, arises from — 


 & the earnings of his, her, or their own honest industry, or has been bequeathed 


‘unto him, her, or them, by last will and testament, or acquired by legal or 
‘‘ testamentary succession ; and also that sufficient proof has been exhibited 
‘ unto him, the said Protector or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may 
‘* be), that such Slave or Slaves has or have conducted himself, herself, or them- 
s¢ selves, honestly and faithfully for the period of five years then next preceding 
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*‘ such application for manumission. And provided also, that nothing herein- 
“* before contained shall extend, or be considered to extend, to entitle any such 
«¢ Slave or Slaves to purchase his, her, or their freedom as aforesaid, where the 
« Slave or Slaves proposed to be manumitted shall have been convicted of lar- 
* ceny, or shall have suffered corporal punishment under the sentence of any 
“court of competent jurisdiction, within the period of seven years next pre- 
“ ceding his, her, or their application for manumission as aforesaid.” 

With respect to prosecutions to be directed by the President of the Courts 
of Justice on the applications of Slaves, and power to be granted to the Protec- 
tor to bring or defend any action in respect of the property of the Slave, I take 
the liberty of observing to your Lordship, that before the passing of this Ordi- 
nance, prosecutions could be, and have been, directed by the President, or 
commenced by the Fiscal, on the application of Slaves having just ground of 
complaint against their owners, or other persons ; however, as your Lordship 
has suggested the propriety of special authority being granted by the Ordinance 
to the President of the Court of Justice, and to the Protector of Slaves, for 
these purposes, due provision has been made therein accordingly, as will appear 
by the following extract from the Sth clause of the Ordinance: ‘ And in case 
‘in the complaint of any Slave or Slaves, it shall appear to the President of 
“ the Court of Criminal Justice of this Colony, that the offence charged therein 
‘* should be prosecuted, it shall and may be lawful for, and the said President 
“is hereby fully empowered to direct the prosecution thereof, in manner as is 
“ by law established. : ' 

“‘ And in case the Protector or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may 
“ be) in this Colony, on the application of any Slave or Slaves desirous to bring, 
‘“‘ maintain, and prosecute any suit or action in any Court of Justice in this 
“ Colony, for or in respect of any such claim of freedom, or right to property 
‘‘ which he, she, or they, is or are hereafter declared competent to acquire, 
‘¢ should consider that the said Slave or Slaves has or have good, just, and 
“‘ Jegal grounds of suit or action in respect thereof, then and in every such case 
‘it shall and may be lawful for, and he the said Protector, or Deputy Protec- 
tor of Slaves (as the case may be), is hereby fully empowered to commence 
“and prosecute such suit or action in behalf of such Slave or Slaves, in manner 
“and form as prescribed by law, with respect to persons of free condition.” _ 

I believe I have now drawn your Lordship’s attention to the most important 
features in the Berbice Ordinance, and | venture to flatter myself with the hope 
that the principles which have been adopted, and the enactments made therein, 
with an anxious desire to meet and accomplish the views of His Majesty’s 
Government on this important, and difficult, and delicate subject, will be con- 
sidered worthy of your Lordship's approbation. : | 

To the members of the new Council of Government my warmest acknow- 
ledgments are due, for the readiness and unceasing zeal with which they have 
at all times entered upon the discussion of the most difficult topics connected 
with these new measures, the unanimity which has throughout prevailed be- 
tween the Council and myself, and the facilities which they have thus afforded 
me in carrying (as I hope, satisfactorily) His Majesty’s commands into effect. | 

‘I must respectfully claim your Lordship’s indulgence for the many errors 
which no doubt will be apparent on the face of this Ordinance, and the want 
of technicality in the expression of its several provisions. The haste with which 
it has been framed, with a view to putting it in force a sufficient length of time, 
to deprive it of its novelty, and make it well understood by the Slave popula- 
tion before the commencement of the Christmas holidays, will, I hope, be some 
excuse for its errors, and the necessity there was to use popular language rather 
than legal phrases in framing it, so as to make it more easily intelligible to the 
particular persons to be affected by it, as well as to afford greater facilities to 
that class of persons who are required to co-operate in carrying it into effect, I 
trust will be a sufficient excuse for the absence of those strict legal forms and 
technicalities which would, under other circumstances, be desirable and neces- 
sary in a public document of so much importance. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. BEARD. 

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. | | | 
&c. &e. &c. 
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An Ordinance for promoting the Religivus Instruction and bettering the 
State and Condition of the Slave Population in His Majesty's Colony of 
Berbice. 


_ Note.—The part printed in italics point out the several deviations from and amendments to the 
-Deinerara Slave Code of the 7th September 1825. And also the additional clauses. 


:-BERBICE. Publication. 


By his Excellency Henry Beard, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief in and over. the Colony of Berbice and its 
Dependencies, &c. &c. President of all Courts and Colleges within 
the same, sole Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court, &c. &c. and 
the Honourable the Council of Government of said Colony. 


To all to whom these Presents shall or may come greeting, be it known, 


WHEREAS it is necessary and expedient that further provision should be 
made for the religious instruction of the Slaves in this Colony, and the improve- 
ment of their state and condition. And whereas His Majesty has been pleased 
to appoint a Protector of Slaves in this Colony, and it is expedient that the 
said office should be fully established, and due provision made for such Pro- 
tector, and that the authority and several duties of said Protector be clearly 
and distinctly defined. 

1.—Be it therefore, and it is hereby ordered, that such Protector of Slaves 
shall receive and be paid, at the times and in the manner hereinafter mentioned, 
a salary, at and after the rate of fourteen thousand two hundred and fifty guilders 
per annum out of the ordinary revenues of the Colony, subject, however, to 
the confirmation thereof by or such alteration therein as His Majesty may 
be pleased to direct. And that such Protector of Slaves entering on such office 
shall appear before the Lieutenant-Governor, or Acting Lieutenant-Governor, for 
the time being of this Colony, and in his presence shall take and subscribe an 
oath, in the following words : 2 
_ ©], A.B. do swear that I will, to the best of my knowledge and ability, 
“ faithfully execute and perform the duties of the office of Protector of Slaves 
“in the Colony of Berbice, without fear, favour, or partiality, So help me 
‘© God.” | | 

2.—And it is hereby further ordered, that the said Protector of Slaves shall 
establish and keep an office in New Amsterdam, and shall regularly attend at 
such office on such days and during such hours of the day as the Lieutenant- 
Governor, or Acting Lieutenant-Governor, of this Colony, by any general or 
special order to be by him from time to time issued, may appoint; and shall 
at such office, and not elsewhere, keep, deposit, and preserve the several re- 
cords, books, papers, and writings hereinafter directed to be kept by him. 

3.—And it is further ordered, that the said Protector of Slaves shall not be 
the owner or proprietor of any plantation situate within this Colony, or of any. 
Slave or Slaves employed or worked upon any plantation, or in any kind of 
agriculture; and shall not have any share or interest in, or any mortgage or 
security upon, any such plantation, Slave or Slaves, and shall and is hereby: 
declared to be incompetent to act as, or be the manager, overseer, agent, or 
attorney, of, for, or upon any plantation or estate within this colony ; or to act 
as the guardian, trustee, or executor of any person or persons having or being 
entitled to any such plantation, or any Slave or Slaves. And in case any such 
Protector of Slaves within this Colony shall have, acquire, hold, or possess, 
either in his own right, or in the right of his wife, or in trust for any other per- 
son or persons, any plantation situate within this Colony, or any Slave or 
Slaves employed or worked upon any plantation, or in any kind of agriculture, 
or any share or interest in, or mortgage or security upon any such plantation 
or Slave or Slaves ; or shall act as manager, overseer, agent, attorney, guardian, 
trustee, or executor as aforesaid, he shall thenceforth, de facto, cease to be such — 
Protector of Slaves, and forfeit such his salary, and some other fit and proper 
person shall forthwith be appointed to succeed to the said office; Provided 
nevertheless, that all acts which may be done by, or by order of any such 
Protector of Slaves, after such avoidance as aforesaid of such his office, and 
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before the same shall, by public notice in the Gazette of this Colony, be 
declared void, shall be as valid and effectual in the law, as if no such avoidance 
of office had occurred. : 

4.—And it is further ordered, that the said Protector of Slaves shal] be resi- 
dent within this Colony, and shall not quit the same without a special licence, 
to be granted for that purpose by His Majesty, through one of. His Principal 
Secretaries of State, or by the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant- 
Governor, for the time being of this Colony ; and no such licence shall in any 
case be granted by the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Governor, 
for any time exceeding three months, nor shall any such licence be granted by 
any such Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Governor, as aforesaid, 
unless it shall be made to appear to him, on the oath of some Medical Prac- 
titioner, that such absence is necessary for the recovery of the health of the 
said Protector of Slaves, 

5.—And it is further ordered, that upon the death or resignation of the said 
Protector of Slaves, or in the event of his sickness or other bodily or mental 
incapacity, or during his temporary absence from this Colony, it shall be lawful 
for the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Governor, to nominate and 
appoint some other fit and proper person to act as the Protector, or as the 
deputy for the said Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), until His 
Majesty's pleasure shall be known; and the said deputy shall receive such 
allowance, to be deducted from and out of the salary of the said Protector of 
Slaves, as the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Governor, for the 
time being of this Colony, shall be pleased to appoint. Provided always that 
the person to be appointed as deputy Protector, shall, if in all other respects 
qualified for the office, be selected from those who are neither proprietors of 
Slaves, nor have any interest in Slave property; unless it be impossible to find 
a proper person not possessed of such property, and willing to undertake the 
trust, and competent to the efficient and faithful execution of it, whereby it 
may become absolutely necessary to appoint one interested in Slave property, 
¥a which ease, it shall be the duty of the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting 
Lieutenant-Governor for the time being, to transmit to His Majesty’s Secretary 
of State, a statement of the peculiar circumstances justifying the departure 
from the general law. Provided that the Protector of Slaves in this Colony 
shall at all times perform his duty in person and not by deputy, except only itt 
cases in which the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Governor of this 
Colony, is hereinbefore authorised to appoint a deputy for that purpose. 
. 6.—And it is hereby further ordered, that the said Protector, or depaty 
Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), shall have power to administer an oath 
in all matters relating to the duties of his office, and all such authority of what 
nature or kind soever as is now or hereafter may be by Law vested, as regards 
the Slave population, in the civil Magistrates of the several districts of this 
Colony, for the maintenance of the public peace and good order, shall be, and 
the same is hereby vested in the said Protector, or deputy Protector of Slaves 
(as the case may be), to be by him exercised throughout each and every dis- 
trict of this Colony. | | 

7-—And it is hereby further ordered, that the said civil Magistrates of the 
several districts within this Colony shall be, and they are hereby declared to 


be, assistant Protectors of Slaves, in their several and respective districts ; and: 
the said respective civil Magistrates shall, and are hereby required, in their 


several and respective districts, to be aiding and assisting the Protector of 
Slaves, or the deputy Protector (as the case may be), in the execution of the 
power hereby committed to him; and for that purpose to obey and carry into 
execution, such lawful instructions as they may from time to time receive 
from him, about or in relation to the matters herein mentioned, or any of 
them. ; 
8.—And it is hereby further ordered, for the purpose of securing the impar- 
tial execution of justice in all cases in which Slaves may be parties concerned, 
that whenever it may become the duty of the Fiscal to tmstitute a criminal 
prosecution against a Slave (which prosecution is always to be carried on as 
heretofore, in the same manner as against every person of free condition), it 
shall be his duty, when applying to the Court of Criminal Justice, or in non- 
session, to the President of said Court, for authorization to institute such 
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criminal action, suit, or prosecution, to demand, at the same time, the appoint- 
ment of one or more advocates (according to the nature of the charge), to 
defend such Slave in the suit to be commenced against him, when it shall be 
the duty of the said Court of criminal Justice, or the President thereof, to 
whom the application is made, to appoint such advocate or advocates without 
any delay. Provided always that such advocate shall not be allowed to inter- 
fere in such proceedings in any other manner than what would be legal accord. 
ing to the Criminal Law, and the practice thereof, as it is established in the 
Colony, if the party accused and under trial were a person of free condition. 

And in order to secure the zealous and active exertion on the part of such 
advocates, in the defence of such Slave or Slaves, they shall be entitled to such 
fees as shall have been taxed and certified by the Court of criminal Justice as 
due to them, the amount whereof shall be ordered by the Lieutenant-Governor, 
or acting Lieutenant-Governor, in Council of Government, to be paid to them 
out of the Colonial chest, on proper application being made for the same. 
And in case, on the complaint of any Slave or Slaves, it shall appear to the 
President of the Court of criminal Justice of this Colony that the offence 
charged therein should be prosecuted, it shall and may be lawful, and the 
said President is hereby fully empowered to direct the prosecution thereof, in 
manner as is by Law established. And, in all civil suits concerning the right 
of any alleged Slave to freedom, or where any question shall arise respecting 
the right of any Slave to any such property as he or she is herein-after 
declared competent to acquire, then, and in every such case, such notice shalt 
be given to the Protector, or deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), 
of every such action, suit, or prosecution, as according to the law of this Colony 
would be given to the said Slave if he or she were of free condition. And in 
case the Protector, or deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), in this 
Colony, on the application of any Slave or Slaves desirous to bring, maintain, 
and prosecute any action or suit, in any Court of Justice in this Colony, for, 
or inrespect of any such claim to freedom or right of property, which he, she, 
or they is or are hereafter declared competent to acquire, should consider that 
the said Slave or Slaves have good, just, und legal grounds of suit or action in 
respect thereof, then, and in every such case, it shall and may be lawful for, 
and he the said Protector, or deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), 
is hereby fully empowered to commence and prosecute such suit or- action, in 
behalf of such Slave or Slaves,in manner and form as prescribed by Law 
with respect to persons of free condition. And the Protector, or deputy 
Protector (as the case may be), may if he see fit, attend the trial or hearing, 
and all other proceedings, in every such suit or action as the Protector, or 
deputy Protector (as the case may be) of such Slave or Slaves, and on his, 
her, or their behalf, to act therein in such manner as may be most condusive 
to the benefit and advantage of any such Slave or Slaves. 

g.—And it is hereby further ordered, that if any person or persons within 
this Colony shall work, or employ any Slave at any time between sunset on 
Saturday, and sunrise on Monday next following, or shall, during that period, 
procure, induce, or compel any Slave to perform or engage in any labour for 
the profit or advantage of his or her owner, manager, or employer, or of any 
other person or persons, the person or persons so offending shall incur and be- 
come liable to a fine of six hundred guilders for every such offence: Provided, 
nevertheless, that the exemption from labour, which is thus secured to the Slaves 
during the period before mentioned, shall not authorise them to leave the estates 
to which they belong without having previously obtained permission from their 
owner, manager, employer, or other person having charge of them; but they 
shall, during that period, continue to remain subject to such regulations as are 
established by Law, as well for their own protection, as for the preservation of 
good order, and the general tranquillity of the Colony. Provided also, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to prevent 
the weekly allowance and rations being delivered to the Slaves on Sunday 
morning ; which shall not, however, be protracted beyond the hour of eight 
A.M. Provided also, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be con- 
strued to extend, to any work or labour which, from local circumstances, or 
other unavoidable causes, render certain exceptions necessary, which are con- 
fined to the following: | 
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: First.—All labour performed by a Slave in the domestic service of his or her 
- master or mistress, or in the preservation or tending of cattle, or any live stock, 
-on any plantation. 

. Secondly.—Labour performed by nurses in hospitals, by watchmen, and by 
persons engaged in. the interment of the dead. , 

. Thirdly.—Such labour as may be necessary to prevent or remedy the damage 
arismg from breaches in the dams, conflagrations, hurricanes, and other casual- 
ties of the like nature. 

Fourthly.—Every other description of labour which, though not specified in 
terms -in the three preceding exceptions, is. of the same general nature, and 
referable. to the same general principle. 

. Fifthly.—All labour undertaken for the preservation of the crops upon any 
- estate; under the following provisions : 

_A.—That, in order to avoid all ambiguity in explaining the term ‘ preserva- 
tion of the crops,” it is to be well understood that, on sugar estates, it shall mean 
nothing more than boiling off the cane juice that may have been expressed at 
the time of: sunset on any Saturday, (the boiling, however, in no case to extend 
beyond the hour of ten o’clock of the night of said Saturday,) and the potting 
the sugar'so made. ‘That, on coffee and cotton estates, it shall mean, Ist, the 
turning and drying of coffee or cotton already housed, and in a state of prepara- 
tion, but not cured; 2d, the picking of coffee or cotton during the crop, when, 
from its ripening suddenly, and from. the unfavourable season, it would be 
totally lost, if not-:immediately picked. | 

B.—And it ts hereby strictly provided that. the several descriptions of 
exigible labour above enumerated, (save and except the boiling of cane juice on 
the Saturday night,). are to.be. only performed for wages to be paid to the 
Slave. him or. herself in: the. currency of the Colony, and not by any parts or 
portions of the produce of. the crops which may accrue to the proprietor from 
such labour. | 

C.—That the rate of these wages is to be fixed by the Protector or Deputy 
Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), subject to. the approbation of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, or Acting ila Contes in Council. And the 
said Protector or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), shall from 
time, by notices publicly given, signify the approved tariff, or rate of wages, 
payable to the Slaves for such labour. 

D.—That any person or persons being the owner or manager of such Slave 
or Slaves, as may thus lawfully be employed or hired, and refusing or neglecting 
to pay to them, for his or her own use and benefit, wages at not less than the 
‘rate so to be fixed by any public notice of the Protector, or Deputy Protector 
of Slaves (as the case may be), in manner and under the authority aforesaid, 
shall for every such offence and refusal to pay every such Slave or Slaves their 
respective wages for such labour, incur and become liable to a fine of fifty 
guilders for every Slave so omitted or neglected to be paid. wages as 
- aforesaid. | 
’ 10.—And, in order to prevent any irregularities tending to the prejudice of 
‘the Slaves, by persons employing the Slaves of others without their owners’ 
consent, which it is highly necessary to guard against, it is hereby further 
ordered, that no Slaves shall or may be lawfully hired or employed in the service 
of any person or persons, except his, her, or ¢hetr owner, manager, or other 
person having the chargeof them, unless with the special consent in writing of such 
‘owner or manager, or other person having the charge of them; and every person 
thus unlawfully hiring or employing one or any greater number of Slaves, shall, for 
‘ every such offence, incur and be liable to a fine of six hundred guilders, or in case 
of non-payment thereof, to imprisonment not exceeding one calendar month. | 

11.—And whereas His Majesty has been graciously pleased to intimate his 
intention to make effectual provision for the religious instruction of the Slaves 
‘in this Colony; and whereas it is in contemplation to abolish totally the usage 
'- nowexisting of holding markets on Sundays, as soon as the necessary measures 
‘ shall have taken effect, which are designed to remove the causes of its temporary 
expediency; and it being in the mean time necessary to make some provision on 
the subject, it is hereby further ordered, that from and after the first day of 

November next ensuing the date hereof, the markets holden in New Amsterdam 

for the sale of meat, vegetables, and other provisions, on Sundays, and all other 
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markets to be holden on the Sabbath-day throughout this Colony, shall be 
limited to the hour of eleven o’clock in the forenoon, and that due warning 
shall be given, by the ringing of a bell at half past ten o'clock, to all persons to. 
prepare to depart; and no person or petsons whatsoever shall remain therein, 
or publicly shew forth, or expose for sale any meat, poultry, vegetables, provi- 
gions, fruit, wares, merchandize, goods, or effects, after the hour of eleven o’clock 
aforesaid, upon pain that every person guilty of a disobedience of ¢hes order, or 
non-conformity therewith, shall forfeit the goods or effects so exposed to sale, 
the proceeds whereof shall be paid into the poor’s fund. | 
12.—And _ it is hereby further ordered, that from and after the first day of 
November next ensuing the date of these presents, it shall be illegal for any 
person or persons within this Colony to carry a whip, or any other instrument 
of punishment, in the field or elsewhere, either as a badge of authority, or a 
stimulus to labour, and every person acting against the trae meaning hereof, or 
directing, or authorizing such illegal act, shall, for every such offence, incur a 
penalty of six hundred guitders, or in default of payment thereof, be subjected to 
imprisonment for any time not exceeding 31x months, nor less than owe month. 
3.—And it is hereby further ordered, that if a male Slave shall commit an 
offence of such a nature as to render it absolutely necessary that he be punished, 
such punishment must be inflicted with reason, and without cruelty or passion; 
the punishment to be enforced by and on behalf of the proprietor, skall not 
exceed at the utmost twenty-five lashes; nor shall it be lawful to mflict on any 
male Slave any corporal punishment until after sunrise of the day next following 
that on which the offence has been committed, for or on account of which any 
such punishment or correction may be so inflicted, or without the presence of 
one person of free condition, or of six Slaves to witness the infliction of such — 
punishment, other than and besides the person by and by the authority -of 
whom the said panishment shall be inflicted, under the penalty of nine hundred 
guilders, or, in case of non-payment, to imprisonment not exceeding three 
calendar months; but ‘tn case six Slaves are substituted as witnesses for one 
person of ‘free condition, it shall be incumbent on the person or persons 
ordering the punishment to prove, if required so to do, that it was not on his 
or her power to procure the attendance within twenty-four hours of:a person of 
‘free cotidition to ‘witness the said punishment. No punishment by flogging 
shall be inflicted but at or near the buildings of the estate, nor shall it be 
‘repeated on the sdme day, nor until the delinquent shall have fully recovered 
from the effects of any former punishment. Provided, nevertheless, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to any punish- 
ment which may be inflicted on any Slave under or by virtue of any sentence 
‘or judgrient of ‘any Court of competent jurisdiction ‘within this Colony, or in 
pursuance of any order of the Fiscal. 
14.—Abd it is hereby further ordered, that from and after the first day of 
November next, it shall not be lawful to correct or punish by flogging or 
whipping any female Slave within this Colony, for any offence committed, or 
alleged to be. committed, by any such Slave; and any person convicted of 
having inflicted such punishment, or having ordered or authorised the same 
to be done shall for every such offence be subject to a fine of fourteen hundred 
guilders; or, in case of non-payment thereof, to imprisonment, not exceeding 
six calendar months, ‘nor less than one month. And whereas it is hecessary 
that effectual measures should be adopted for punishing such offences as may 
hereafter be committed by female Slaves within this Colony, it is therefore 
further ordered, that from and after the said first day of November next, the 
following punishments for the suppression of such je ie as may thereafter 
be committed by female Slaves within this Colony, which by the laws in foree 
_were heretofore punishable by flogging, shall-be, and are hereby declared to be 
lawful : 

Solitary confinement, with or without work, in any fit and proper place, on 
any estate, or in any place in this Colony, provided that such place be ap- 
‘proved by some duly licensed medical practitioner in this Colony, by certificate 
‘3n writing under his hand.; such certificate to be duly entered in the Record 
Book on any plantation, if in the country, and if:in town, by some duly h- 
censed medical practitioner and the Fiscal, and to be duly reeorded in the 
office of ‘the said Fiscal. ‘And provided that for-each offence the period .of 
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detention in such solitary ‘confinement: shall not at any time exceed three 
days. i 7 a: | se 
Public Stocks, for the confinement of hands or feet, or both, during the 
day, not longer than three hours for each offence; such stocks ta he under 
cover i some conspicuous place near the buildings ; and that such punishe 
ment shall only be inflicted between the hours of sun-rise and sun-set. 

House stocks for the hands and feet, or either of them, with seats, during 
any period of the day ; provided that for each offence the period of confinement 
shall not exceed six hours. | . 

Bed stocks, for confinement of the feet during the night. 

Handcuffs. - 

Distiaguishing dresses te be used either with or without the stocks. 

Distinguishing marks, to be suspended from the neck by collars, and s¢- 
cured by padlocks; the collars and marke to be made of tin, very light, so qs 
not to injure the skin, and to be of a form approved by the Fiscal, aud con- 

firmed by the Lieutenant-Governor, or Acting Lieutenant-Governor. 

Confinement, either solitary or otherwise, during one of the hours of noon, 
with or without task work during such confinement; provided always, and it 
is hereby ordered, that in all cases of punishment, either solitary or otherwise, 
where such confinement shall exceed the period of twelve hours, the Slave in 
confinement shall be supplied with a sufficient quantity of food, that is to say, 
three quarters of a pound of plantains, or other prepared farinaceous food, 
at least twice a day, between sun-rise and sun-set, as also a proper supply of 

ood water. 

. And it is hereby ordered and declared, that in all cases where it shall seem 
proper to any owner, manager, ar other person having charge of Slaves, to 
ampose any or either of the foregoing punishments upon any male Slave or 
‘Slaves, for any offences to be hereafter committed by such male Slave or Slaves, 
in lieu of the punishment by flogging, it shall be lawful for such owner, manager, 
or other person as aforesaid, so to do, complying in all respects with the pro- 
visions aforesaid.’ Provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall ex- 
tend, or be construed to extend, to prevent any master or mistress, owner, ma- 
nager, or other person having charge of any female Slave under the age of 
twelve years, from causing her to be punished and corrected for any fault,or 
misconduct by her:committed, m such and the same manner, and to such and 
the same extent, as any child of free condition may be and usually is punished 
‘and corrected in any school for the education of youth in this Colony ; being 
mindful that:in all cases such punishment shall be inflicted by a female, and 
any indecent exposure of the person avoided. 

And it is hereby further ordered, that if any offence shall .be hereafter.com- 
mitted by any male or female Slave in this Colony, of such nature aad Zo such 
extent as (in the opinion of his or her owner, or of any person .under.whase 
eharge:such Slave may be placed) may require or deserve greater punishment 
and correction than such owner or person is empowered to inflict, such owner 
or person shall, in writing, give information in such case to one of the civil 
Magistrates of the district in-which-such person or persons may reside, whose 
duty it shall be, after a minute and full investigation of the complaint, to im- 
pose such punishment on the accused as may appear commensurate with the 
offence, by an extension of some one or other of the modes of punishment 
hereinbefore provided, or otherwise to proceed according to the existing laws 
of the Colony. | 

15. And it is hereby further ordered, that there shall be kept by every per- 
son, having charge of a task or working gang of Slaves, exceeding six in num- 
ber, and upon-every estate throughout the Colony, a book, to be called the 
‘¢ Punishment Record Book ;” and it shall be the duty of the owner, proprietar, 
manager, or other person having the direction thereof, to enter and record jn 
the said book, at or within forty-eight hours after time of the infliction of any 
punishment whatsoever on any female Slave, or on any male Slave, a statement 
of the nature of the offence, and the time and place at which each punishment 
shall have been inflicted, toyether with the names of the persons by whom and 
by whose authority each punishment has been inflicted, and in case of the eor- 
poral punishment of any male Slave, the names of the free person or persons, 
or the six Slaves present and attending at the infliction of eee such punish- 
ment, and of the numbef of stripes actually inflicted on the offender ; and tf 
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‘any owner, proprietor, manager, or other person having the direction of any 
estate, or task or working gang of Slaves, exceeding six in number, within 
this Colony; shall:neglect or omit: to’ make, in the said Punishment Record 
Book, any entry which, according to the provisions of this present order, ought 
to be made therein, or‘shall not maké such entry within forty-eight hours 
next after the infliction of every and each punishment to which the same may. 
refer, the person or persons ‘so offending shall incur and become liable to a 
penalty of three hundred guilders. And if any person or persons shall wilfully 
or fraudulently make or cause to be made any false entry or fraudulent erasure 
in any such Punishment Record Book, or shall wilfully or fraudulently burn, 
destroy, cancel, deface, obliterate, or falsify the same, or any part or ‘parts 
thereof, the person or persons ‘so offending shall for every such offence incur 
‘and become liable to a penalty of three hundred guilders, or, in case of non- 
payment thereof, to imprisonment not exceeding three months. Such Punish- 
‘ment Record Book to be kept in manner and form following : | 


‘Punishment Record Book of belonging to situate 
in ' and having a number of Slaves. | 


Date | Name} Nature Time ' By By Nature and Extent Extent 
of of of and Place of whose whom |Witnesses.| of Punishment, | of Punishment, 
Entry.| Slave. |Offence.| Punishment. | Authority.| inflicted. 


if a Female. 


TAS | cent ATE | ORNATE TTNENE SID: Yn he a PE EC aE PT REE TS 


if a Male. 


- ‘16.—And it is hereby further ordered, that every person having charge of a 
‘task or working gang of Slaves exceeding six in number, and every owner, pro- 
prietor, manager, or other person having the direction of each and every 
‘plantation or estate within this colony, shall, on some day between the first and 
‘fifteenth day of the month of ‘January, and the first and fifteenth day of the 
‘month of July in each year, repair to the civil Magistrate acting in his 
‘capacity of Assistant Protector of Slaves for the time being of the district in 
which such plantation or estate may be situate, or in which such owner, 
proprietor, manager, or other person as aforesaid may be resident, and then 
‘and there produce before such civil Magistrate as aforesaid, a precise and exact 
‘transcript of every entry which during the period next preceding the first day 
‘of the month of January, and the first’ day of the month of July respectively, 
may have been made in such Punishment Record Book of his or her task or 
‘working gang, plantation, or estate, and shall also take and subscribe an oath, 
‘to be annexed to the said transcript in the following words: 


“« T, A. B,, the owner or manager of the task or working gang (as the case 
*€ may be), called | in the district of | in the 
“* colony of Berbice, do make oath and say that the paper-writing hereunto 
‘ annexed, contains a true and exact copy of evero entry which since the 
<6 day of last hath been made in the Punishment Record 
‘¢ Book, of the before mentioned plantation, task, or working gang; and I do 
‘© further swear that the said Punishment Record Book hath been punctually 
“and accurately kept, since the day of in the 
‘¢ manner by law required, and that no fraudulent erasure or false entry hath 
" & been Sale therein by me, or by any person by my procurement, or with 
‘«¢ my knowledge or consent.—So help me God.” 


Aud in case any such owner or manager, or other person as aforesaid, shall 
not since the time of making his last preceding return to the said civil Magzs- 
trate of the district, have inflicted, or cause to be inflicted, any punishment upon 
_ any female Slave, or any punishment on any male Slave, then, and in every 
such case, in lieu of the oath aforesaid, such owner, manager, or other person as 
aforesaid, shall, at the several times aforesaid, take and subscribe before the civsl 
- Magistrate of the district in which such plantation may be situate, or task or 
working gang be then employed, an oath in the following words; that is to say : 
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«J, A. B. do swear, that since the 7 day of | now, 
“‘ last past, no punishinent hath been inflicted by me, or by my order, or with. 
“ my knowledge, upon any female Slave belonging or attached to the task 
“or working gang, or to the plantation called situate in the 
“¢ district of whereof I am manager (as the case may be) ; and. 
‘that no punishment hath, since the said day of | 
“ been inflicted on any male Slave, belonging or attached to the said task or 
“ working gang or plantation. And I do further swear that no entry of any 
punishment hath, since the said day of been made 
‘©in the Punishment Record Book of the said gang or plantation, by me, or 
‘© with my knowledge or consent.—So help me God.”’ 

And any person or persons as aforesaid refusing or neglecting to make any 
such return, or to take and subscribe the oath required by this present Act, 
shall for every offence incur and become liable to a fine of three hundred 
guilders. And the civil Magistrates as such Assistant Protectors of Slaves as 
aforesaid, are hereby authorised and empowered to administer the said oaths 
accordingly. 

17.—And it is hereby further ordered, that the Assistant Protector of Slaves 
of each district in this colony, shall transmit to the Protector, or Deputy Pro- 
tector of Slaves (as the case may be), at his office in New Amsterdam, within 
the months of February and August in each year, the whole of the returns so 
made to him, together with the original affidavits thereunto annexed. And in case 
any such Assistant Protector of Slaves shall himself be the owner or manager of 
any estate, or gang of negroes, exceeding six in number, he shall, together with 
the said returns, transmit to the said Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves 
(as the case may be), a transcript of the entries in his own Punishment Record 
Book for the last six months, together with an affidavit to be by him sworn 
before the Protector, or Deputy Protector (as the case may be), or some other 
Assistant Protector of Slaves, in the manner and form, and under the penalty 
prescribed by the foregoing article. | OO 

18.—And it is hereby further ordered, that the said Protector or Deputy 
Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), shall enter and record in one book, 
or set of books duly paged and indexed, to be by him kept for that purpose, 
the whole of the returns so made to him, and shall keep and preserve in his 
office the originals of the said returns and affidavits. | 

19.—And be it further ordered, that any persons being in a state of slavery, 
and being the property of the same owner, who may. be desirous to intermarry, 
shall at their election apply either to the Protector or Deputy Protector (as 
the case may be), or the Assistant Protector of Slaves of the district in which 
they may reside, for a marriage licence ; and as an authority to him to grant 
the same, shall produce tlhe consent in writing of the owner of such Slaves, or 
his or her representative to the celebration thereof. But in case such owner, or 
his or her representative shall refuse to consent to any such marriage, or to give 
such written permission for the celebration thereof, as aforesaid, then, and in 
every such case, the said Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves, or Assistant 
Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), shall thereupon issue a summons 
under his hand, requiring such owner, or his or her representative to appear 
before him by himself or herself, or his or her agent, at some convenient time 
and place to be for that purpose appointed, such time being not more than 
fourteen days distant from the time when such applications as aforesaid shall be 
received by such Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may 
de), or Assistant Protector of Slaves, as aforesaid; and if such owner or — 
sentative as aforesaid, being duly cited, shall fail to appear, by himself or 
self, or his or her agent, before the said Protector or Deputy Protector of 
Slaves (as the case may be), or Assistant Protector of Slaves, or appearing, 
shafl fail‘to lay before him good and sufficient proof that such proposed 
marriage would be injurious to the well-being of the said Slaves, then, and in 
every such case, the said Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case 
may be), or Assistant Protector of Slaves, shall, without fee or reward, issue a 
licence under his hand, thereby authorising any clergyman of the Established 
Church of England and Ireland, or any minister of the Dutch reformed church, 
or Lutheran church, or of the kirk of Scotland, or any priest or curate pro- 
fessing the Roman Catholic religion, or a7 licensed teacher .of religion within 
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this Colony, carrying on no other profession, businéss, or occupation of profit 
save and except the occupation of a schoolmaster, to solemnibe the marriage of 
the said Slaves; and such marriage when so solemnized, shail be held and 
considered binding, valid, and effectual in law. Provided, nevertheless, that 
such marriages shall not confer on the parties or their issue any rights incon- 
sistent with the duties which: Slaves owe to their owners or to the Government, 
or at variance with those rights which the owners or the Government are by’ 
Jaw entitled to assert over the Slaves and their progeny, or subject such Slaves so 
intermarrying to any penal infliction, the a of which might destroy the 
rights, or injure the property of their owners. 

20.—And it shall and may be lawful for any clergyman of the Established 
Church of England and [reland, or any minister of the Dutch reformed church, 
or Lutheran church, or of the kirk of Scotland, or for any priest or curate of 
the Roman Catholic religion, or any licensed teacher of religion, upon receiving 
the permission in writing of the owner or owners (or their attornies), of any 
such Slaves wishing to intermarry, or the licence of such Protector, or Deputy 
Protector (as the case may be), or Assistant Protector of Slaves, to solemnize 
such marriage; and every person by whom such marriage may be solemnized 
shall register in a book to be by him kept for that purpose, every such 
marriage, with the date thereof, and the names, ages, and places of abode of 
the parties contracting, and the proprietors or estates to whom or which they 
respectively belong. 

21.—And it is further ordered, that every female Slave who shall have a 
child while she preserves her fidelity in marriage, or reputed marriage, or is 
reputed to do so, shall, six weeks after the birth of such child, if the said child 
be then living, be entitled to receive from her owner, or his or her attorney, 
twelve guilders, and fifteen guilders for every other child she shall thereafter 
bear and have under the same circumstances; and if any owner or attorney 
shall omit in any respect to comply with and fulfil the directions of this Clause, 
he or she shall incur a penalty of three hundred guilders for every such 
offence. And it is further ordered, that as soon as any female Slave shall have 
six children living, and who have been born during marriage or such coha- 
bitation as aforesaid, with reputed fidelity, the youngest of which children 
shall be seven years of age, the owner or manager of such female Slave shall 
not thereafter oblige such female Slave to do any labour in the field, or any 
other than light work, under a penalty of three hundred guilders for every 
offence. 

22.—Every planter or proprietor of Slaves shall take the necessary precaution 
that his or her Slaves be properly supplied with provisions, and shall therefore 
be obliged to have provision grounds prepared on the estates and properly 
planted, calculating one acre fur every five negroes, under a penalty of ninety 
guilders for every acre less in provisions than hereby required; allowing, more- 
over, a reasonable weekly allowance, according to the custom of the Colony, 
and as may be best obtained, under a penalty of one hundred and fifty guil- 
ders for every Slave who may not have been duly provided with his or her al- 
lowance ; and also shall provide such Slave or Slaves with proper clothing, ac- 
cording to the custom of the Colony, under a penalty of one hundred and fifty 
guilders for every Slave not duly provided with his or her clothing : Provided 
always, that whenever the provision grounds to be upon the estate shall be 
found inadequate to furnish the requisite provisions for the due subsistence of 
the Negroes thereon, then and in such case it shall not be compulsory on such 
proprietor, or his or her representative, to cultivate or keep up such provision 
grounds as aforesaid, but such proprietor, or his or her representative, shall, 
tn lieu thereof, purchase, or otherwise procure such an equivalent supply of 
provisions, as may be proper for their support. . 

23.—And be it further ordered, that the hours for field-work of Slaves shalt 
be from six o'clock in the morning until six in the evening, and not longer, and 
that two hours shall be allowed them during that period for rest and meals,.un- 
der a penalty of three hundred guilders. 
' 24.—And it is further ordered, that every proprietor of Slaves, or his or her 
‘attorney, shal] employ a legally qualified medical practitioner, duly authorized 
to practice, by acertificate from the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieute- 
nant-Governor, to attend their sick Slaves, and shall provide such medicines, 
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food, and other necessaries as such medical practitioner.shall from time to time: 
reasonably order and direct; and that there shall be on every estate a place, 
where the Slaves, other than domestic Slaves usually reside,.a commodious. 
hospital or sick-house, furnished with proper conveniences, and attendants for. 
the sick, under a penalty of six hundred guilders; and that a book or register: 
shall be kept in every such hospital, in which the names and treatment of all: 
such Slaves shall be respectively entered by the medical attendant; and in case 
any such medicul attendant shali omit or refuse to make such entries as ufore- 
said from time to time, he shall incur a fine of twenty-two guilders for each 
and every such offence. | | : 
25.—And it is further ordered, that no person shall, under a penalty of five 
handred guilders, bury, or allow to be buried, any Slave who has died sud-. 
denly or under suspicious circumstances, or shortly after punishment, or who 
has committed suicide, until previous information be given, if in New Am- 
sterdum, at the office of the Fiscal, or if in the country, until such informa-. 
tion be sent to the civil Magistrate of the district in which such death took. 
place, or if this be impracticable, to some other respectable inhabitant; who. 
shall, with some legally qualified medical practitioner, attend for the purpose. 
of inspecting and examining the corpse, and send a certificate of the result of 
such examination to the civil Magistrate of the said district, or if it sohuld hap- 
pen, as it possibly may, in particular cases of death under peculiar local or 
other circumstances, that it ts impracticable to obtain either of the certificates. 
above mentioned, then and in every such case some other proof equally strong 
and satisfactory, or the best which the nature and incidents of the case caw 
afford, must be produced to the said civil Magistrate in support thereof; the 
person offering such proof to verify by oath the circumstances which put it out. 
of his or her power to procure one or other of the certificates as above direct. 
ed, and in every such cause the said civil Magistrates shall forthwith trasmit 
unto the Fiscal the said certificates, and other the proof hereinbefore re- 
uired. : 
' 26.—And be it further ordered, that it shall not be lawful in the execution of 
any judgment, sentence, decree, or order of the Court of Justice within this 
Colony, to seize and sell in satisfaction thereof any Slave known or asserting to 
have a husband or wife, or reputed husband or wife, or child under the age of 
sixteen years, who may be the property of the same person or persons, unless 
such husband or wife, or reputed husband or wife, or child as aforesaid, shall 
be sold together, and in one and the same lot, to the same person or persons ; 
and in order to prevent any such separation taking place, it is hereby further 
ordered, that the Marshal, and sworn clerk attending the Marshal, when levy- 
ing execution, shall, in their return, certify that before levying execution on 
any single Slave, they have carefully inquired from the Slave, if a male, whe- 
ther he has a wife or reputed wife, or child under the age of sixteen years; and 
if a female, whether she has a husband or reputed husband, or child as afore- 
said, belonging to the same person or persons; and in case either he or she 
should declare to have a wife or husband, or reputed wife or husband, or child 
as aforesaid, the Marshal shall be then bound to levy on them together ; provided, 
however, that a Slave thus asserting to have a husband or wife, or reputed hus- 
band or wife, or child as aforesaid, belonging to the same owner, shall be bound 
tv prove the truth of his or her assertion, either by the evidence of the owner, 
manager, or overseer un the plantation where the execution shall be levied, or 
by the evidence of the other Slaves belonging to the same estate or plantation, 
or person or persons; and in case the assertion be supported by the evidence of 
Slaves only, but contradicted by that of the owner, manager, or overseer, or all 
of them, so as to render the case doubtful, or if the Marshal under any circum- 
stance entertain a doubt, it shall then be lawful for him to levy on the single 
Slave given up in execution, and provisionally on the alleged family of the said 
Slave, and it shall then be his duty to make a full report of his proceedings in 
his return, a copy of which he is to deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the 
Protector or Deputy Protector of Slaves, as the case may be, who shall with - 
all diligence inquire into the circumstances of the case, and decide thereon with 
strict impartiality and justice, and whatever decision shall be given by the Pro. 
tector or Deputy Protector of Slaves thereon, shall be the rule for. the Mar- 
shal completing the levy and sale. And_in case the single Slave thus taken in 
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execution shall, when such levy and execution take place, declare not to have 
a husband or wife, or reputed husband or wife, or child as aforesaid, or shall. 
remain silent on the subject, then and in every such case it shall be lawful for 
the Marshal to proceed with the sale of the single Slave thus taken in execu- 
tiou, and the gale is hereby declared absolutely valid in the Law to all intents 
and purposes whatever. And in order to facilitate such investigation, the pro- 
rietor, manager, or other person having charge of such estate as aforesaid, is 
ee directed to keep an accurate and complete record of all married or re- 
puted married persons on such estate, and also of the children respectively pro- 
ceeding therefrom, which shall be forthwith transmitted to the Protector or. 
Deputy Protector of Slaves, as the case may be, at his office in New Amster- 
dam, whenever required so to be transmitted by such Protector or Deputy 
Protector of Slaves as aforesaid, for the purpose of facilitating such investi- 
ation as aforesaid, under penalty for not duly keeping such record as afore- 
said of the sum of five hundred peti bg every such offence, and also un- 
der a penalty of five hundred guilders for refusing or omitting to transmit 
such record as aforesaid, for such purpose as aforesaid, to such Protector 
or Deputy Protector of Slaves as aforesaid, whenever required by him s 
to do. - 
27.—And whereas, by the usage of this Colony, persons in a state of slavery 
have hitherto been permitted to acquire, hold, and enjoy property free from 
control, and it is expedient that the said custom should be recognised, and, as 
far as need be, established by Law—and that provision should be made for 
evabling Slaves to invest such their property on good security; be it therefore, 
and it is hereby ordered and declared, that no person in this Colony, being in 
a state of slavery, shall be, and be deemed or be taken to be, by or on account 
of such his condition, incompetent to purchase, acquire, or possess, hold, enjoy, 
alienate, or dispose of property, but every such Slave shall be, and is hereby 
declared competent to purchase, acquire, possess, hold, enjoy, alienate, or dis- 
se of Lands situate in this Colony, money, cattle, implements, or utensils of 
usbandry, or household furniture, or other effects of such like nature, by him, 
her, or a honestly and lawfully acquired or held, save and except fire- 
arms, amunition, and such Colonial produce as is prohibited to be sold or bar- 
tered by the existing law: Provided always, that it shall not be lawful for 
any Slave to hold, or keep upon the land of his or her owner, or that of any 
proprietor, any stock or animals, unless with the consent of snch owner or 
proprietor; and in case any Slave or Slaves having such stock, and being 
warned to remove such stock or animals, should refuse or neglect to remove the 
same, it shall be lawful for the owner, or other person having charge of such 
plantation or estate, to destroy the same, or cause it fo be destroyed by others. 
And if any white or free person in this Colony, shall purchase from any Slave 
any jand or article in which such Slave shall or may have legally acquired 
aright of property, and shall refuse to pay for tbe same, it shall and may be 
lawful for the owner of such Slave, or the Protector, or Deputy Protectar of 
Slaves (as the case may be), to have and maintain an action in his or her own 
name or quality, for the recovery of the price, or the value of the said land or 
article, so purchased in like manner, as if the same had been purchased from 
himself or herself, or such Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the 
case may be), and the Court in its sentence shall decree for the plaintiff for the 
use of the Slave, if he or she shall be proved to have been so defrauded ; and if 
any owner in this Colony shall, unjustly, withhold from any Slave under his 
or her direction any sum of money which shall have been so decreed by the 
Court to the use of such Slave, or shall on any occasion unjustly appropriate to 
his or her own use any dand, money, or property of any kind, which such 
Slave shall or may have so lawfully acquired, or shall prevent him or her from 
disposing of the same, or if any other person whomsoever shall molest or disturb 
any such Slave in the ‘tit or free use and enjoyment of any land, money, 
or property, so lawfully acquired by such Slave, such owner, or such other 
person, shall, upon conviction thereof, be liable to restore to the said slave the 
land, money, or property, so unjustly appropriated to his or her own use, and 
be further liable to fine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the 
Court. Provided always, that nothing hereinbefore contained shall extend, 
er be construed to extend, to affect, or prejudice the right of property which 
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the proprietor or owner legally has, in or ta his Slave or Slaves; and his, her, 
-or their services shall in no manner be alienated, diminished, or deteriorated, 
by ‘the possession of any land or other property as aforesaid, which any such 
Slave or Slaves may by virtue hereof legally. acquire, but such land.or other 
property, so acquired by such Slave or Slaves, as aforesaid, shall alone be con- 
sidered and remain liable to and for any debt or debts of whatsoever . nature 
or kind, which such Slave or Slaves may.at any time incur for, or in respect 
of, any such land or other property, as aforesaid ; and the person or persons of 
the said Slave or Slaves shall be for ever freed, and discharged :from.all 
ability, for or on account of any such debt or debts. : 
28.—And it is hereby further ordered, that a Savings Bank ‘shall be 
established in this Colony for the better preserving the property of any Slaves 
therein; and that interest, at the average rate of Government funded security, 
be-allowed upon any sum of money which may be deposited in any such 
Savings Bank, under the condition that the sum or sums is or are to remain 
for one twelve-month. And any Slave making any deposit of money .in such 
Savings Bank, shall bequeath the said money to whomsoever he or she may 
please, in case of his or her death, by a declaration to be lodged in the records 
of the bank; which declaration shall be equivalent to a will :—The whole, 
however, to be subject to such rules and regulations as may be hereafter deemed 
advisable. Such Savings Bank to be under the immediate direction of: the 
Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), subject to the 
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general superintendance of the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant- - 


Governor, and Council of Government. 


29.—And it is hereby further ordered, that no duty, tax, or impost, of any - 


nature or kind whatsoever, and that no fee of office shall hereafter be paid, or 
be payable, for or on account, or in respect of the manumission of any Slave, 
or the enrolment or registration of any deed of manumission. And if any 
person within this Colony shall hereafter take, demand, or receive any tax, 
duty, impost, or free of office, for any such deed of manumission, or the enrol- 
ment thereof, as aforesaid ; the person so offending, shall incur and become 
liable to the payment of a fine not exceeding one thousand, nor less than one 
hundred, guilders. 7 

3u.—And it is hereby ordered, that in case the owner or owners of any 
Slave or Slaves shall be desirous to manumit any such Slave or Slaves, it shall. 
be his or her duty to apply to the Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves 
(as the case may be), and give him notice in writing of such intended manu- 
mission, and it shall thereupon be the duty of the Protector, or Deputy Pro- 
tector of Slaves (as the case may be), to inquire into the circumstances of such 
Slave or Slaves, as to his her, or their age, mental or bodily infirmity ; and if it 
‘shall appear to the Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may 
be), that the Slave or Slaves proposed to be manumitted, 1s or are likely to 
become a burthen on the public, he is then to regulate the amount of security, 
or of the deposit which is to be given or made by such owner or owners, at 
whose option it shall be, whether he, she, or they prefer to make a deposit in: 
money, or give security for the same; and in case of security being given, it 
shall be the duty of the Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case 
may be), to take care that the same be full and sufficient for the intended 
purpose ; and if a deposit of money be made, such money shall immediately be 
placed in the hands of the Treasurer of the poor’s fund, who-shall give a 
receipt fur the same to the owner, and be accountable for the same in like 
manner as in all other matters relating to his office as Treasurer of the poor’s 
fund ; and in order to prevent the possibility of any fraud being committed by 
persons attempting to manumit Slaves not bond fide their property, or of whom 
no valid or effectual manumission can be effected by reason of any mortgage, 
settlement, lease, or other charge upon or interest in such Slave being vested 
in any other person or persons —it is hereby further ordered, that on application 
as before mentioned, being made to the Protector, or Deputy Protector of 
Slaves (as the case may be), he shall give public notice thereof, in the same 
manner as has heretofore been done by the Secretary of this Colony, for the 
purpose of enabling any person having, or pretending to have, a right. to 
oppose such manumission; and if any such opposition shall be made, the merits 
thereof are to be tried de plano before the Court of civil Justice, and the Slave 
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whose marumission is thus opposed, shall be defended in sueh action by his 
or her owner, or the Protector, or Deputy Protector’ of Slaves (as the case 
may be), or by bott of them, and the Decree given by the Court of ‘Civil Jus- 
tice shall be binding on the parties without any appeal; and in ease no oppo- 
sition be made against sach intended manumission, the owner or owners volun- 
tarily effecting such manumission shall execute a proper deed of manumission, 
and the same shall in all cases be executed im the presence of the said Protector, 
‘or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be}, or two proper witnesses, to 
be by him appointed for that purpose, and being so executed, shall, by such 
Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves, be enrolled in the Secretary’s office 
of this Colony within one calendar month next after the date and execution 
thereof; and in case any such Deed shall not be left for enrolment at the said 
Secretary’s office within the said period of one calendar month, the said Pro- 
tector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), shall incur and 
become liable to the payment of a fine of five hundred guilders, on proof of the 
neglect being made to the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Governor 
for the time being ; and after the enrolment has taken place, the said ariginal 
deed of manumission shall be delivered to the said Slave, and thereupon such 
Slave shall be, and be deemed, taken, and reputed to be, free to all intents.and 
purposes. | | 

31.+-And it is hereby further ordered, that in case any Slave within this 
Colony shall be desirous to purchase the freedom of himself, herself, or of his 
or her wife, or husband, or child, or brother, or sister, or reputed husband, 
or wife, or child, or brother, or sister, it shall and may be lawful to and 
for any such Slave so to purchase the freedom of himself or herself, or of an 
such other person as aforesaid; and if the owner or proprietor of any such 
Slave shall be unwilling to effect his or her manumission, or shall by rea- 
son of any mortgage, settlement, or lease, or other charge upon or interest in 
such Slave being vested in any other person or persons, be unable to execute 2 
valid and effectual manumission of any such Slave ; or if the owner or proprie- 
tor, or any other person having an interest in any such Slave, shall be a minor, 
or a martied woman, or idiot, or lunatic, or if the real and true owner of any 
such Slave shall be absent from, and have no attorney or representative tn this 
Colony, or shall not be known ; or if any suit or action shall be depending in 
any Court of Justice in this Colony, wherein the title to the said Slave, or the 
ripht to his or her services, shall or may be in controversy ; or if the owner of 
any such Slave, or his or her attorney or representative, shall demand as the 

ice of his or her freedom a greater sum of money than may be the fair and 
just value thereof, then, and in each and every the cases aforesaid, the President 
of the Courts of Criminal and Civil Justice of this Colony shall, on applica- 
tion to him for that purpose, made by the Protector, or Deputy Protector of 
Slaves (as the case may be), issue'a summons under his hand and seal, requir- 
ing the owner or manager of such Slave, or the person or persons under whose 
direction such Slave may be, to appear before him by thernselves or their agents, 
at some convenient time and place, to be by him the said President for that 
purpose appointed ; and notice shall also be published by the said Protector, or 
Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be) in the Public Gazette of this 
Colony, for the pertod of one calendar month, of the time and place appointed 
for the purpose aforesaid ; and in such notice, all ‘persons having or claiming te 
have any title or interest in or to the Slave proposed to be manumitted, either 
in their own right, or as the guardians, attornies, trustees, or executors of any 
persons, shall be required to attend and prefer such claims. 

32.—And it is hereby further ordered, that at the time appointed for any 
such meeting as aforesaid, the President of the Courts of Criminal and Civil 
Justice of this Colony, in the presence of the Protector, or Deputy Protector 
of Slaves (as the case may be), and also in the presence of the owner, a¢tor- 
ney, manager, or other person having the charge of the Slave or Slaves pro- 
posed to be manumitted ; or upon proof being made to him, upon oath, of the 
due service and publication of such notice es aforesaid, then, if necessary, in the 
absence of sach owner, attorney, manager, or other person having charge as 
aforesaid, shall proceed to hear, in a summary way, what may be alleged by 
the said Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the.case may be), aud 
by the owner, attorney, manager, dr other. persons claiming any imterest in the 
Slave proposed to be manumitted ; and in case the parties, or any of them, 
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shall refuse to effect any such manumission, or if it shall appear to the said 
President that a valid and effectual manumission of any such Slave cannot le- 
gally be effected by private contract ; or if it shalt be made to appear te the 
said President that the owner or proprietor of apy such Slave, or that any per- 
aon having any charge upon or interest in bim or her, is a minor, or a married 
woman, or idiot, or lunatic ; or that the real and true owner of any. such Slave, 
er that any person having any. charge upon or interest in him or her, is absent 
from the Colony, end has na representative or attorney therein, or is unknown, 
or cannot be found, or that any suit or action is depending in any Court of 
Justice in this Colony, wherein the title to the said Slave, or the right to his 
or her services, is in controversy ; or if it shall appear to the said President 
that any difference of opinion exists between the Protector, or Deputy Progec- 
tor of Slaves fas the case may be), and the owner or proprietor, or other per- 
son Raving the charge af any such Slave, respecting his or her price ar value, 
then, and in every such case, the said President shall require the Protector, 
er Deputy Pratectar of Slaves (as the case may be), and the ewner, manager, 
‘er person haying the direction ef any such Slave, or interest therein as afore 
said, each to nominate an appraiser of his or her value; and the said Presi- 
dent shall himself nominate an umpire between such appraisers. And the said 
appraigera, being first dyly sworn before the said Presiden$ to make a fair and 
impartial appraisement, not anly with reference to the physical strength of the 
Slave propesed to he manymitted, and his or her mental acquirements, but also 
with reference to the absolute value of such Slave ta his or her awner, and the 
‘oss which such owner would sustain by the loss of the services of suck Slave, 
shall, within seven days next after such their appointment, make q joint yalug- 
tion of the Slave ar Slaves praposed ta be manumitted, including in such valu- 
atian any expences necessarily attendant an suck appraisement, and shall cer- 
tify such their valnation to the President, under their hands and seals. And 
in case such jeint certificate shall not be delivered to the said President within 
the said term of seven days, then the said umpire, being duly sworn in manner 
_aforesaid, shall within the next seven days certify his valuation, under his hand 
and seal, to the said President. And the valuation to be made in manner afore- 
said, either by the said joint appraisers, or, in their default, by the said umpire, 
shall be binding and conclusive, and shall be entered and enrolled in the office 
of the Secretary and Registrar of this Colony. | 
83.—And it js hereby further ordered, that upon payment to the Secretary 
and Registrar of this Cofany of the appraised value of any such Slave as 
aforesaid, after dedycting therefrom the expense of the appraisement to be 
allowed by the said President, the said Secretary and Registrar shal\ grant to 
the Protector or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be) a receipt for 
the money so to be received by him, and such receipt shall be duly enrolled in 
the office of the said Secretary and Registrar, together with a declaration, 
under the hand and seal of the said President, that the proceedings required by 
law for the manumission of the Slave by or on behalf af whom such money was 
paid, had been dyly had before him; and thereupon such Slave shall be, and be 
deemed, taken, and reputed to be, free to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 
_ 34.—And it is further ordered, that the money to arise from the manumission 
of any Slave or Slaves, by virtue of the proceedings before mentioned, shall 
be forthwith paid by the said Secretary and Registrar to the owner, ma- 
nager, or other persan having had the charge and direction of any suck 
Slave or Slaves manumitted as aforesaid, without any deduction or abate- 
ment therefrom on any account whatsoever ; provided it appear, by a certift- 
cate under the hand and seal of the Protector or Deputy Protector of Slaves 
(as the case may be), that after one month's natice in the Gazette of this 
Colony, as prescribed in Article 31, no person appeared to prefer any cluim 
to or interest in the Slave proposed to be manumitted, either in has or her own 
right, or as the guardian, attorney, trustee, or executor af any other person, 
pursuant to such notice ; otherwise the money to arise as aforesaid shall and 
may be laid out and invested, under the authority of the President of the 
Courts of Criminal and Civil Justice, on the application of any person or 
persons interested therein, in the purchase of any other Slave or Slaves; or if 
no sye@h application shall be made, then such money shall remain t» the hands 
of the Secretary and Registrar of this Colony, and the Slave or Slaves so to 
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be purchased with the said money as aforesaid ; or in case of no such purchase 
being made, then the said money in the hands of the said Secretary and Re- 
‘gistrar shall-be the property of the persons who were the owners or proprie- 
tors of sach manumitted Slave or Slaves, and shall be held upon, ae and 
subject to all such and the same uses, trusts, limitations, conditions, mortgages, 
claims, and demands of what nature or kind soever as such Slave or Slaves 
was or were held upon, under, or subject unto, at such the time of his, her, 
or their manumission. And the said Secretary and Registrar shall hold the 
said money, subject to such order as the President of the Courts of Criminal 
and Civil Justice of this Colony may, upon a summary ee of any 
person interested therein, see fit to make; and such money shall, by the said 
Secretary and Registrar, be paid, applied, and disposed of, in pursuance of 
and in obedience to any such order. Provided always, that nothing herein- 
before contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to entitle any Slave or 
Slaves within this Colony to purchase the freedom of himself, herself, or 
themselves, or of his or her wife, or husband, or child, or brother, or sister, or 
reputed wife, or husband, or child, or brother, or sister, without the consent. of 
his, her, or their owner or owners, unless it shall be made to appear, to the 
satisfaction of the Protector or arg Protector of Slaves (as the case may 
be), that the money wherewith such Slave or Slaves may propose to purchase 
his, her, or their freedom as aforesaid, arises from the earnings of his, her, or 
their own honest industry, or has been bequeathed unto him, her, or them, by 
last will or testament, or acquired by legal or testamentary succession; and 
also, that sufficient proof has been exhibited unto him, the said Protector or 
‘Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), that such Slave or Slaves 
has or have conducted himself, herself, or themselves, honestly and faithfully. 
for the period of five years then next preceding such application for manu- 
mission. And provided also, that nothing hereinbefore contained shall extend 
or be construed to extend to entitle any such Slave or Slaves to purchase his, 
‘her, or their freedom as aforesaid, where the Slave or Slaves proposed to be 
manumitted shall have been convicted of larceny, or shall have suffered cor- 
poral punishment under the sentence of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
within the period of seven years next preceding his, her, or their application 
for manumission, as aforesaid. | 

35.—And it is hereby further ordered, that every Clergyman of the Established 
Church of England and Ireland, and every Minister of the Dutch Reformed 
Church, and Lutheran Church, and of the Kirk of Scotland, and every Priest 
or Minister professing the Roman Catholic religion in this Colony, and every 
other person being a licensed teacher of religion within this Colony shall, and is 
hereby authorised and required to deliver or transmit to the Protector or 
Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may _be,) at his office in New Am- 
sterdam, or to the Assistant Protectors of Slaves of the districts in which they may 
be resident, certificates setting forth the names or name, and places or place of 
abode of any Slaves or Slave, who, in the judgment and belief of the party so 
certifying, may be sufficiently instructed in the principles of religion to under- 
stand the nature and obligation of an oath, and the said Protector or Deputy 
Protector, and Assistant Protectors of Slaves in the several districts of the 
Colony, shall and are hereby required to register the same in a book to be kept 
by him or them for that purpose. therein stating the date of every such certificate, 
and the name and place of abode of the person by whom the same may have 
been granted, and of every Slave mentioned and included therein; Provided 
nevertheless, that no Priest, or Minister, or Licensed Teacher of Religion, not 
being a Clergyman of the Church of England and Ireland, or Minister of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, or Lutheran Church, or of the Kirk of Scotland, or 
of the Roman Catholic religion, shall be competent to grant any such certificate 
as aforesaid, unless His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
or the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Governor for the time 
being of this Colony, shall have granted to such Priest, Minister, or Licensed 
Teacher, a Jicence in writing to act as an Instructor of Slaves in this Colony ; 
and unless such licence shall be in force, and have been first registered at the 
office of the said Protector or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be). 
Provided always that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to 
extend, to prevent or abridge the undoubted power of the Lieutenant-Governor 
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or.acting Lieutenant-Governor for the time being, to suspend or take away any 
such licence until His Mayjesty’s pleasure shall be known. 
36.—And it is further ordered, that no person shall be henceforth rejected as 
a witness, or considered to be incompetent to give evidence in any Court. of 
Criminal or Civil Justice in this Colony, by reason of his or her being in a state 
of Slavery, if the person or persons producing or tendering him or her as g 
witness, shall produce and exhibit to the Court a certificate under the hand 
of the said Protector, or Deputy Protector (as the case may be), that such 
= witness is registered in the before mentioned book; and the said 
otector, or Deputy Protector (as the case may be), shall, and he is hereby 
required to grant, without fee or reward, to any person making application for 
the same, a certificate of the fact, whether any such proposed witness is or is not 
registered in the said book. Provided nevertheless, that no person being in @ 
state of slavery shall be admitted to give evidence in any case, where any 
white or other person of free condition may be charged with or prosecuted for 
any offence punishable with death. Provided always, that nothing herein 
contained shall extend to take away or diminish any power or authority whick 
the Court of Criminal Justice of this Colony now hath to admit, in any case, 
the evidence of persons being in a state of slavery. Provided also, thet 
nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend to render any 
Slave a competent witness in any case in which such Slave would be incom~ 
petent to give evidence, if he or she were of free condition. | 
37-—And it 1s hereby further ordered, that the salary of the Protector, or Dee 
puty Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), shall by him be taken in liew 
and in full satisfaction of all fees, perquisites of office, advantages and emolu- 
ments whatsoever ; and that if the said Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves 
(as the case may be), shall take or receive, directly or indirectly, any fee, per- 
quisite of office, advantage or emolument, other than his said salary, for or in 
respect of any act, matter, or thing done or performed by him in the execution 
of such his office, he shall incur and become liable to the payment of a fine 
equal to twice the amount of what he may so receive, and shall moreover be- 
come disqualified from holding such his office. 
38.—And it is hereby further ordered, that the said Protector, or Deputy 
Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), shall, on the first day of January 
1827, and on the first day of March and first day of September in the 
same year, and on the first day of March and first day of September in every 
succeeding year, deliver to the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor for the time being, particulars of all returns which by virtue of this order 
may have been made to him by the Assistant Protectors of Slaves in the several 
districts of the Colony, with a report in writing, exhibiting an exact account 
of the manner in which the duties of his office shall have been performed during 
the periods respectively embraced by these returns, and especially heel Nai 
number of actions, suits, and prosecutions in which he may have acted as the Pro- 
tector, or Deputy Protector (as the case may be), of 1 such Slave or Slaves 
during the said periods respectively, with the dates and effect of all the pros 
ceedings therein, and the names of the persons (if any) against whom he may 
have instituted any criminal prosecution, or have instituted any suits or acttons 
at Law in any of the respective Courts of Justice in this Colony, for or on 
behalf of any Slave or Slaves under and by virtue of this order, together with 
the amount of the sums of money deposited in the Savings Bank in this Co- 
lony; and the Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Governor for the | 
time being, shall thereupon administer to the said Protector, or Deputy Pro. 
tector of Slaves (as the case may be) an oath that such report contains a true 
and accurate statement of the several matters and things therein referred to; 
and when and so soon as the said Protector, or Deputy Protector o Slaves (as 
the case may be), shall have made his half-yearly report, and shall in manner 
aforesaid have been sworn to the truth thereof, then, and not before, the said 
Lieutenant-Governor, or acting Lieutenant-Governor, shall issue to the said 
Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may be), a warrant upon 
the Receiver-General of this Colony, for the amount of his salary for the half- 
yearly period embraced by those returns; and the Lieutenant-Governor, or 
acting Lieutenant-Governor for the time being, shall be, and he is hereby re- 
quired, by the first convenient opportunity; to transmit such report to His Ma- 
3M 
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jesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. And it is hereby further 
ordered, that if the Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves (as the case may 
be), or any Assistant Protector of Slaves, shall wilfully and fraudulently make, 
or cause to be made, any erasure or interlineation in any of the books, records, 
or returns aforesaid, or shall wilfully falsify, or cause to be falsified, such do- 
cument, or burn, cancel, or obliterate the same, the person or persons so of- 
fending shall incur such penalty or imprisonment as shall be imposed at the 
discretion of the Court of Criminal Justice of this Colony ; and if such person 
be the Protector, or Deputy Protector of Slaves, he shall moreover be thereby 
| disqualified from holding his office. , 

Note—This in liew  39.—And it is hereby further ordered, that all acts declared by this ordi- 
of he 35th Card, nance to be misdemeanors, shall be heard, tried, and inquired of before the 
nance. Court of Criminal Justice of this Colony at the instance of the Fiscal, and 

that all the pecuniary fines and penalties hereinbefore imposed shall be reco- 
vered in the Court of Civil Justice of this Colony iy the said Fiscal, in the 
usual and ordinary manner as in the case of other Fiscal actions. Provided 
that all the prosecutions for misdemeanors, and actions for pecuniary fines and 
penalties under this Act, shall be commenced within twelve months next after 
the commission of the offence; and the information and proceeding thereon, 
before a person properly authorized, shall be deemed and taken to be a com- 
mencement of such prosecution. 

Note—Thie is the — 40.—And it is hereby further ordered, that all fines and forfeitures recovered 
35th Clause of the Under the several provisions of these regulations, shall be divided and paid in 
Demerara Code, and the manner following, that is to say, one half to the Fiscal of the Colony, and 
but equitable and just the other half to be paid into the colonial chest. 
of as and benefit of the Fiscal, because he receives no fixed salary from the Colony, whereas the Fiscal in Demerara does 
receive a fixed salary of considerable amount from that Colony. 

41.—And it is hereby further ordered, that if any person shall be twice 
convicted of inflicting upon any Slave any cruel and unlawful punishment, the 
person so convicted before the Court of criminal justice of this Colony, shall 
thereby incur double the penalties hereinbefore provided for such offence; and 
he or she shall moreover be declared by the Court of criminal justice absolutely 
incapable to have the management or superintendence of any Slave or Slaves 
within this Colony; and if the person so convicted shall be the owner or pro- 
prietor of Slaves, such Slaves, together with the estate to which they may be 
attached, shall be placed in the hands of two or more curators to be appointed 
by the Court of cvzl justice upon the application of the Protector or Deputy 
Protector of Slaves made to such Court for such purpose, who shall administer 
and manage the same under the same regulations heretofore in such cases 
existing; and be accountable in the same manner as all other curators appointed 
by the Court of civil justice now are. Provided, however, that nothing herein 
contained shall prevent such owner or proprietor from inspecting the accounts 
to be kept by the curators so appointed, and from receiving and using for his or 
her own benefit, the clear revenue arising from such Slaves and estate to 
which they may be attached, in such manner as he or she would have been 
entitled to the same, if no appointment of such curators had taken place. 
Provided also that nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to 
extend to prevent the owner or proprietor of such Slaves or estate from selling 
or disposing of the same, in like manner as would have been lawful, in case no 
; such curators had been appointed. 
Additional Clause tothe 42.—And it is further ordered, that by every person having the charge of 
Demerara: Code: a task or working gang exceeding six in number, and upon every estate 
throughout this Colony, there shall be carefully kept and preserved a copy of 
this Ordinance, to which access may at all times be immediately had, under a 
penalty in case of neglect or default of five hundred guilders, to be incurred 
and paid by the owner or proprietor of such estate and task or working gang 
as aforesaid. 

43.—And it is hereby further ordered, that all Laws and Ordinances of this 
Colony, in any wise repugnant to the several provisions, matters, and things 
hereinbefore expressed or contained, shall be, and the same are hereby repealed 
and declared to be null and void and of no effect. _ 

44.—And it is hereby further ordered, that this Ordinance shall take effect 
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on, and be in full force, from and after the first day of November next ensuing 
the date hereof. 

And that no ignorance of this Ordinance may be pleaded, these presents 
shal] be published in the Gazette of this Colony, and copies sent round to each 
and every estate and plantation therein for general information. . 

Thus done and enacted in Council of Government, held at the King’s House, 
Berbice, this twenty-fifth day of September in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-six. Present—His Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and the Honourable Members Wm. Scott, Charles Kyte, Wm. 
Campbell, James Culley, and T. A. Jones, and J.S. Usher. 


| (.. 8. HENRY BEARD. 
By Command, 
(Signed) F. WHITE, Dep. Sec. 
INDEX. 


Article 1.—Protector’s salary f. 14,250, payable out of the ordinary reve- 
nues.—Oath of office. 

2.—Protector to keep an office in New Amsterdam.—Books and papers to be 
kept in such office, and not elsewhere. | 

3.—Protector not to be interested in any plantation, Slaves, or mortgage. 
Not to act as manager, overseer, agent, or attorney, &c. of any estate; not to 
act as the guardian, trustee, or executor of any person interested in Slave pro- 
perty. In case of Protector acquiring Slave property in his own right, or in 
right of his wife, to forfeit his office. 

4.—Protector not to leave the Colony without a licence. Leave of absence 
not to exceed three months. 

5.—Governor to fill np vacancy in the office of Protector. No person to act 
as Deputy Protector who cannot act as principal—certain exceptions. Protec- 
tor to do the duty in person. 
' 6.—Protector to be a Magistrate throughout the Colony, with the same 
power (as regards the Slave population) as is exercised by the civil Magistrates 
in their respective districts. 

7-—Civil Magistrates to be Assistant Protectors of Slaves in their respective 
districts. : 

8.—President of the Court of Criminal Justice to appoint advocates to defend 
Slaves prosecuted criminally; such advocates to be paid taxed costs out of the 
Colonial chest. Protector empowered to prosecute actions at Law on behalf of 
Slaves.—In civil suits, where Slaves are parties, notice to be given to the Pro- 
tector. 

g.—Slaves not to be worked between sun-set on Saturday and sun-rise on 
Monday. Slaves not to leave the estate on Sunday without permission.— 
Weekly allowance may be served out to Slaves on Sunday, previous to eight 
o'clock A.M.—Certain exceptions as to domestics, preservation of cattle, &c. ; 
nurses, watchmen, &c. ; prevention of fires, &c. ; boiling off and potting sugar ; 
turning and drying coffee and cotton ; the labour of picking, turning, and dry- 
ing of coffee and cotton to be paid for in the current money of the Colony. 
Rate of wages to be fixed by Protector, subject to the approbation of the 
Governor in Council. Parties refusing to pay Slaves for picking coffee and 
cotton on Sundays to be fined. No person to hire the Slave of another to 
work without owner’s consent. Persons unlawfully hiring Slaves to be fined 
f.600, or suffer imprisonment. 3 

11.—Sunday markets to be closed at eleven o'clock A.M.; goods exposed 
for sale after that time to be forfeited. 

12.—No person to carry, or authorize the carrying of a whip in the field, as 
a badge of authority, or as a stimulus to labour, after the 1st of November 
1826, under a penalty of f. 600, or imprisonment. : 

13.—Punishment of male Slaves not to exceed twenty five lashes, and to be 
inflicted in presence of a free witness, or of six Slaves, at or near the build- 
ings, under a penalty of f.900, or in case of non-payment, imprisonment not 
exceeding six months. : 


14.—No female Slave to be punished by flogging after the first of November 
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3826, under a penalty of f. 1400, or imprisonment not exceeding six months. 
Punishments substituted for the whip. Female Slaves under twelve years of 
age to be punished the same as children at school—any indecent exposure of 
the person to be avoided. Cognizance taken of extraordinary offences by eivil 
Magistrates. | 

15.—A Punishment Record Book to be kept by all managers of task or 
working gangs exceeding six in number, and upon every estate; in which book 
the particulars of all punishments must be entered within 48 hours after inflic- 
tion, under a penalty of f. 300 for each offence. Persons making false entries 
or erasures in Punishment Record Book to be fined f. 300 for each offence, or 
three months imprisonment. Form of Punishment Record Book. 7 | 

16.—Proprietors of task gangs or estates to make returns of all punishment, 
on oath, twice a year to the civil Magistrates, under a penalty of f. 300. 

17.—Magistrates, as such, Assistant Protectors of Slaves, to transmit the 
returns and affidavits made to them to the Protector of Slaves in the months of 
February and August each year. 

18.—Protector to enter such returns in a book, or set of books, and to pre- 
serve originals, 

- 19.—Slaves may marry on obtaining licence.—Mode of obtaining such li- 

cence. 

20.—Regular licenced Ministers of religion authorized to solemnize such 
marriages on production of licence.—Ministers to keep a register of all mar- 
Tlages. : 

31.—Owners, &c. to pay a gratuity to female Slaves for every child born in 
marriage, or reputed marriage, when the child is six weeks old (if child be then 
alive).—Females having six children alive, the youngest seven years old, not 
to do field or any other than light work under a penalty of f.300. 

22.—Owners to supply Slaves with the customary allowance of food and 
clothing, under the penalty therein provided. Estates to have one acre of 
provisions planted for every five Slaves; or in lieu thereof, when found, tna- 
dequate, to purchase a sufficient supply. | 3 

23.—Field work of Slaves to be from six o’clock in the morning to six in 
the evening, allowing two hours during that period for rest and meals, under a 
penalty of f. 300. 

24.—Owners of estates to employ legally qualified medical practitioners, 
and to furnish sick Slaves with what may be requisite. Every estate to have 
an hospital, with proper conveniences, under a penalty of f.600. A book or 
register kept in the hospitals; treatment of sick to be entered therein by the 
medical attendant, under a penalty of f. 22, for each offence. 

25. No Slave who may have died suddenly to be buried without an inquest 
being first held on the corpse, under a penalty of f. 500. | 

26. Husbands and wives, or their children under sixteen years of age, not 
to be separated in enforcing the execution of any sentence, &c. Directions to 
marshals and sworn clerks, as to the mode of levying executions in such cases. 
In case of doubt Protector to decide. Record to be kept of all married Slaves — 
: a estates, and transmitted to the Protector when required, under a penalty 
or ft. 500. 

27.—The custom of permitting Slaves to enjoy and dispose of landed and 
other property recognised by law—fire-arms, ammunition, and colonial pro- 
duce, excepted. Slaves not to keep any stock on their master’s land without 
permission. Owners or acer po of Slaves may maintain actions in their own 
names against parties indebted to Slaves. Persons refusing to pay over money, 
&c. recovered for the use of a Slave, to be fined or imprisoned at the discre- 
tion of the Court. Owner's right of property in the Slave, and his services, 
not to be prejudiced by privileges of the Slave. Property acquired by Slaves, 
and not their persons, liable for their debts. 

28.—A Savings Bank to be established under the direction of the Protector 
of Slaves, subject to the superintendence of the Governor, and Council of 
Government. | 
29.—No tax or fee to be paid on manumissions. Persons taking any fee 
5 respect to manumissions, to be fined, not exceeding f.1000, nor less than 
- 100. | 

30.—Owners desirous of manumitting a Slave, to give notice in writing tg 
the Protector of Slaves, who is to fix the amount of deposit or security in cases 
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where necessary. Deposits to .be paid to the Treasurer of the Poor's Fund. 
Protector. to give public notice of intended manumission ; and in case of oppo- 
sition (which is to be tried de plano’, to defend the Slave. Protector to enrol 
manumissions in the Colonial Secretary’s Office within one month, under a 
penalty of f. 500. Manumissions, when enrolled, to be delivered to the Slave, 
who shall then be deemed free. . : 
- 31.—The right of Slaves to purchase their freedom recognised by law. 
Mode of proceeding to effect their manumission. | 

32.—President, in the presence of the Protector and the Owner, Attorney, 
&c. to hear and decide summarily between the parties, in case of any imped- 
ment to the affecting a manumission. Mode of appraisement. 
_ gg. On payment being made of the appraised value of a Slave, said Slave 
to be deemed free. , : 

34.—Mode of disposal of the proceeds of the sale of a manumitted Slave. 

35.—Clergymen to deliver certificates to the Protector of Slaves of the 
names and places of abode of such Slaves, as they may consider sufficiently 
instructed in religion to understand the nature and obligation of an oath. The 
Protector of Slaves, to register such certificates in a book. Unlicensed Clergy- 
men not competent to grant certificates. 

36.—Slaves competent to give evidence, if registered in such book. Pro- 
tector to grant certificate thereof without fee. Slaves not competent: evidence 
in cases affecting the life of a free person, The authority of the Court of 
Criminal Justice to admit the evidence of Slaves in any case not diminished. 
Slaves not to be deemed competent to give evidence, who would be incompe- 
tent if free. . 3 i 

37.—Salary of Protector of Slaves to be in full, and.in lieu of all fees. 
Protector taking fees to be fined double the amount, and disqualified from 
holding his office. 

38.—Protector to deliver returns and a report on the Ist January 1827; and 
afterwards half yearly to the Governor on oath, and then to receive a warrant — 
for his salary. Governor to transmit report and returns to his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. Protector, or Assistant Protector, of Slaves, wilfully or frandently alter- 
n> &c, returns, to be fined and imprisoned, and if the Protector, to lose his 
office. 

_39.—Misdemeanors under this Act to be tried before the Court of Criminal 
Justice by the Fiscal. Fines and penalties to be recovered in the Court of 
Civil Justice by the Fiscal. Actions to be commenced within twelve months. 

40.—Fines to be paid, one half to the Fiscal, and one half to the Colonial 
Chest. 

41.—A person twice convicted under this Act, liable to double penalties, and 
’ not to be allowed to manage Slaves ; if a proprietor, Curators to be appointed 
to manage his estate in the usual manner. 

42.—All managers of estates or task gang to have a copy of this Ordinance, 
under a penalty of f. 500. - we 
-- 43.—All Laws and Ordinances to this Act repealed. 

44.—This Act to be in force from and after the 1st November 1826. 


Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Honourable the Council 
eo of Government of the Colony of Berbice. | =< 


is oS te A 3 Present. : a a 
His Excellency Henry Beard, Esq. Lieutenant-Governor ;_ the Honourable 
William Scott, Charles Kyte, William’ Campbell, James Culley, and 
'- TA. Jones. - - | 
Sirs Absent.—J. S. Usher. 


Monday, 25th September 1326. 
3 (After Prayers.) | sf 
The Secretary, pursuant to direction, brought up a fair copy of the Ordi- 
- nance for the melioration of the condition of tbe Slaves in this Colony, which 
having been read, was finally approved, passed, and signed. 
His Excellency directed the Secretary to cause the said Ordinance to be im- 
mediately published in the Colonial Official Gazette, and to procure five hun- 
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dred copies for circulation throughout the Colony, as also for the supply of in- 
dividuals requiring copies, to be furnished unto them at f.11 for each copy, and 
the money arising from the sale of them to be carried to public account. 

The Council then, with his Excellency’s permission, desired it to be minuted 
as follows : 

“© The Council of Government having now completed the new Code for the 
religious instruction and amelioration of the Slave population in this Colony, 
avail themselves of the opportunity afforded to express their hope, that should 
a deterioration of property unfortunately follow the promulgation of said Code, 
and ruinous or injurious consequences ensue to the planter therefrom, the views 
of His Majesty’s Government having been voluntarily entered into by the Coun- 
cil, shall not be held to debar their fellow Colonists from that claim to com- 
pensation expressly secured tu them by the concluding Resolution of the House 
of Commons in May 1823, ‘ That the interests of private property should be 
‘ fairly and equitably considered,’ and which it may be asserted the Planters and 
others would undoubtedly have a right to, if the Code had been enforced with- 
out the concurrence of the Council, but rather that their adoption of the mea- 
sures, recommended by His Majesty’s Government in this respect, may be the 
means of entitling the Colony to the most favourable consideration. 

‘© The Council beg leave to congratulate His Excellency on the unanimity and 
good understanding which has most happily prevailed between himself and the 
members during their discussions on this important subject, and to assure his 
Excellency of the grateful sense they entertain of his unwearied attention and 
ready acquiescence in those modifications of certain clauses of the proposed 
Code, which they, from local experience, and a due regard for the interests and 
welfare of this community, deemed it expedient should be introduced.” 


No. 14. 
SIR, Downing Street, 26th December 1826. — 


I HAVE received your despatch of the date mentioned in the margin, en- 
closing a copy of the Balacens which has been passed for meliorating the con- 
dition of the Slaves in Berbice. I have not yet been able to examine this Law 
so minutely as to prepare me to submit it to His Majesty in Council; but I 
take the first opportunity of communicating to you His Majesty’s approbation 
of the zeal whicb you have evinced in the execution of your duty on this occa- 
sion, and I am to desire that you will convey to the Court the sense which His 
Majesty entertains of the highly praiseworthy manner in which they have ap- 
plied themselves to the subjects which have been brought under their consi- 
deration. I have, &c. 


Lieutenant-Governor Beard, (Signed) BATHURST. 
&c. &c. &c. 


No. 15. | 
My Lorp, Berbice, 20th November 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Reports of the Civil 
Magistrates in this Colony, made to me in consequence of my circular letter to 
them of the 12th of October last, requesting them to explain the new Slave 
Code upon the several estates in their respective districts; a copy of which 
circular letter I had the honour to transmit to your Lordship in my despatch 
of the 23d of October. In addition to these Reports, I now forward to 
Lordship similar Reports from the Fiscal and the superintendant of the 

inkel Negroes, and I flatter myself that the whole will be satisfactory to your 
Lordship. | 

I am happy to be able to inform your Lordship, that is impossible for the 
Colony to be more tranquil than it is at this time, and that the new Code appears 
every where to have produced the most beneficial effects. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. BEARD. 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. 


&e. &c. &e. 
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Reports of the Civil Magistrates in the several Districts in the Colony of 
Berbice, on the promulgation of the New Code of the 25th September 1826, 
for wnproving the condition of the Slave population therein. 


A, _ 
Sir, ' West Court, Berbice, 25th October 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to report, for your Excellency’s information, that I have 
visited the several estates within this district agreeable to your instructions of 
the 12th instant, and explained to the Negroes the new Slave Code of the 25th 
of September last, and it affords me much satisfaction to assure your Excellency 
that it was received by them with much pleasure, and that in a population of 
upwards of 2000 Negroes they seem to be contented and happy. 

I have, &c. | | 
: (Signed) HH. DOWNIE, Civil Magistrate. — 
To his Excellency Henry Beard, Lieut.-Governor, &c. &c. | 


B. 


. Sir, Plantation, Melville, 26th October 1826. 


IN conformity with your Excellency’s instructions, dated the 12th instant, I 
have the honour to report, that I handed a copy of the new Code of Laws to the 
respective managers in charge of estates in the EastCoast District, and explained 
to the most intelligible Negroes on each estate, every clause which I thought 
necessary and useful to communicate to them, and in such language that they 
could fully comprehend the true meaning and intent of them; after a full 
explanation, I asked them if they had any reply to make. ‘The general answer 
was “ No.” : 

I have great satisfaction in reporting to your Excellency, that on this occasion 
the Negroes behaved themselves remarkably well; and further, that, during the 

iod that I have acted as Burgher Officer in this district, very few instances 
he occurred to my knowledge of the Negroes going with complaint to the 
public authorities; which is no less creditable to their owners than to the 
respective managers in charge of estates. I trust I shall from time to time be 
enabled to report in the same favourable manner; and that the new Code of 
Laws will not cause them to pursue a different line of conduct. 

I beg leave to mention to your Excellency, that it is my intention to leave 
the Colony for Europe early in the month of January ; until then, I shall do all 
in my power to act up to the instructions received from your Excellency. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE WATSON, 
Civil Magistrate, East Coast District. 
To his Excellency Henry Beard, Esq. Lieut.-Governor. 


C. 


Sir, | Berbice, 26th October 1826. 


ON the 13th instant we had the honour to receive your Excellency’s appoint- 
ment as Civil Magistrates in the second district of the River Berbice, com- 
mencing at, and including Plantation de Edward, and extending to Plantation 
Op Haop van Beter, West Bank, which commission we have accepted of with 
due submission and respect. We further took the oath as Civil Magistrates on 
the 19th instant. 

We now beg leave to report to your Excellency that we have visited all estates 
within our district, and distributed to the respective managers the late Ordi- 
nance, dated 25th September last, relating to the bettering of the state and 
condition of the Slave population within this Colony, which we have explained 
to the head people, and most sensible Negroes. They all listened to it with 
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great attention: made hardly any reply, but thanked us in general for our 
trouble for communicating the new Ordinance to them. | 
We have, &c. 
(Signed). F. MAURENBRECKER, 
G. PRASS, 
Civil Magistrates Second District, River Berbice. 
To his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Beard, &c. &c. 


D. 


Sir, Plantation Sandvurt, 26th October 1826. 


I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of instructions of the 
12th instant, inclosing me a commission as Civil Magistrate in this district, and 
have now the honour to inform you that in obedience to your Excellency’s 
commands, I have directed the several managers to make known and explain 
in the most explicit manner to the Negroes under their charge, the nature and 
substance of the new Code of Laws of the 25th September, for promoting the 
religious instruction of the Slave population in this Colony, and bettering their 
condition; and that I have received their respective Reports, stating their 
having complied accordingly. 

On two estates, Plantation Blyendaal and Anna Clementia, I personally read 
and explained the Slave Code, as the managers of these estates especially 
requested I should do so, under the plea that the Negroes, being Dutch, did 
not give that credit to their statement of it as was sufficient to establish a good 
understanding between them; and it affords me satisfaction to inform your 
Excellency, that on my explaining it they seemed highly gratified and thankful 
for the benefits bestowed upon them, expressing hopes that their future conduct 
would sufficiently prove they felt the full extent, and were sensible of the 
protecting and salutary regulations provided for them. 

I made it a point to impress upon their minds that the Punishment Record 
Book was meant not only as a check on the conduct of the manager towards 
the Slaves, but also as a record for the information of your Excellency and the 
Government. to know such. of the Negroes whose characters are really bad ; 
and that such as appeared often in that book would be debarred of many of 
the benefits afforded to the Slaves of good character by the provisions of this 
Code, 

On the whole I have reason to believe the new Code of Laws will make the 
Negro a better member of society than heretofore, as it places him on a footing 
of equality, and makes his situation in many respects better than the free people, 
and of consequence renders him a more important being in his own estimation 
than before. 

I shall not fail to acquaint your Excellency of any circumstance worthy 
your hearing that may from time to time occur in this district. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) P. NICHOLSON, 
Civil Magistrate, West Bank, Canje Creek. 
To his Excellency Governor Beard, &c. &c. 


Sir, Berbice, 30th October 1826. . 


IN pursuance of instructions received from your Excellency, dated the 12th 
instant, we have the honour to report to your Excellency, that the Ordinance 
for promoting the _—— instruction ne § bettering the condition of the Slave 

opulation of His Majesty’s Colony of Berbice, has been explained to the 
Negroes on the several estates in this district ; to some, by pa he rsonally, 
and to others, by the proprietors or their representatives, and that the Negroes 
in general in this district appeared reconciled to the same, expressing neither 
disappointment nor satisfaction at the orders contained therein. 

We imagine some considerable time will elapse before the Negroes will be 


3/7 
BEBBICE. ‘B25 


made sensible of, or enter into the views of Government, as far as regards the 
Savings Bank system. We have exphined it to the best of our abilities, and 
must trust to time to develope to them its utility and advantage. 

As many of the articles contained in the new Ordinance have been anticipated 
for same considerable time past by many of the planters in this Colony, such 
as, 1st, abolishing the use of the whip to the females, and seldom using it to 
the males.—2d. Securing to the Negro the whole of the Sunday, by distribu, 
ting their weekly allowance of provisions on Saturday afternoon.—3d. Fre- 
quently giving them a day to work their own private provision grounds, 
—4. Working them by task work on all possible occasions, in which case 
they rarely ever labour until sunset ; we trust there will be a continuance of 
the same good conduct and quiet behaviour which has hitherto characterised 
(with a few exceptions) the Negroes of this district. 

_ e have, &c. 
(Signed) §-—«OX#H. WHITE, 
CHARLES M‘LEAN, 
| Civil Magistrates, First District, River Berbice. 
Tohis Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Beard, &c. &c. 


| F. 


Sin, Kilcoy, 31st Octaber 1836. 


" IN obedtenee ta the orders contained in your Excellency’s Letter, beating 
date 12th instant, I have distributed the pamphlets containing the new Slave 
Code to all the estates and persons owning Slaves in this district, which has 
been fully explained to the Slaves, either by myself, or the persons in imme- 
diate charge of them. As to my observation on the conduct of the Slaves, 
when explaining the regulations to them, I have to report that they did not 
seem to evince much satisfaction or disappointment. : : 


. J} have, &e. 
(Signed) TX FRASER, 
Civil Magistrate 2d District, East and Corentyn Coast. 
To his Excellency H. Beard, Esq. Lieutenant-Governor. 


G. 


Sir, November 1st 1826. 


IN compliance with your letter, dated 12th October, we beg leave to report 
to your Excellency that we have sent a circular through this district on the 
24th ultimo, desiring the gentlemen having charge of Negroes within the same, 
to keep the Drivers, and some of the principal Negroes on each estate about 
the buildings on the following day, for the purpose of explaining to them the 
new Code, of the 25th September last, for promoting the religious instruction 
of the Slaves in this Colony, and bettering their condition, which we aceord- 
ingly did on every estate in this (fourth) district, plantation Overysel excepted, 
from Mr. Downer’s not having any of bis Negroes at hand when we called on 
that estate, but he promised that he would explain the new Code to his Negroes 
on or before Sunday last, and report to us in writing that he had done sa; but 
this report he has not as yet sent. 

The Negroes on the other estates heard the new regulations explained with 
marked indifference. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE MAC ANDREW, 
K. TERLET, 
Civil Magistrates, 4th District, River Berbice. 
His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor — &c. &c. : 
3 oy 
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H. 
‘Sir, Berbice, 2d November 1826. 


_IN pursuance of the instruction contained in your circular of the 12th Octo- 
ber, we distributed copies of the new Code for bettering the condition of the 
Slave population, to the different estates in our district, with directions to the 
managers to explain the same fully to the Slaves under their charge, and we 
have since taken an opportunity of visiting the several estates ourselves, and 
explaining in general terms to the principal Negroes on each, the object and 
extent of the same. In every instance, the Negroes appeared to comprehend 
7 substance of the new laws, and extremely ready to listen to what we 


said, without, however, expressing themselves either satisfied or otherwise. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) _W. FRASER, 


JOHN ALVES, 
| Civil Magistrates for the East Bank, Canje. 
His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Beard, &c. &c. 


I. 


_ Sir, River Berbice, 2d November 1826. 


WE most respectfully beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your excel- 
Jency’s commission appointing us civil Magistrates of the gd District, Berbice 
River, dated 12th October 1826, as also your Excellency’s circular of the same 
date, appointing us to be assistant Protectors of Slaves. 

We Mave: according to your Excellency’s commands of that date, visited the 
different estates in our district, and explained to the Slave population the new 
Code of the 25th September 1826, for bettering their state and condition; — 
which Code was received by the Slaves on the different estates in a satisfactory 
manner, as far as we were able to judge:—We have, therefore, no remarks 
worthy of your Excellency’s knowledge. 

: We have, &c. 
(Signed) J. V. METTELHOLZER, ~ 
EDWARD HICKS, 
Civil Magistrates, 3d District, River Berbice. 
To his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Beard, &c. &c. 


K. 


= West Coast, Berbice, 4th November 1826. 
May IT PLEASE your EXcELLENCY, 

ACCORDING to your instructions of 12th Oct. I have personally visited the 
several estates in my district, and have read and explained to the gangs thereof, 
the provisions of the new Code of Laws, 25th September, and have much pleasure 
in informing your Excellency it was generally well received, and afforded satis- 
faction; although, from most of these clauses being long in custom, the 
Negroes expected something new, and what they had not experienced. 

; I have, &c. 
3 (Signed) JOHN S. USHER. 
‘His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Beard, &c. &c. 


L. 


SIR, Plantation Mary's Hope, 4th November 1826. 


I HAVE to inform you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, 
that, agreeably to mv instruction, I have caused the new regulations for pro- 
moting the religiousi nstruction, and bettering the condition of the Slave popu- 
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lation in this Colony, to be read and explained to the Negroes, on their respec- 
tive estates, in the 3d District of the East and Corentyn Coast,.and they have 
since behaved in a quiet and orderly manner. | 
Iam, &c. | 
(Signed) WILLIAM RICHARDSON, . 
Civil Magistrate. 
To W. M. Morris, Esq. Government Secretary. 


M. 
- Sir, Winkel Office, Berbice, 30th October 1826. 


IN compliance with your Excellency’s desire I yesterday morning assembled 
the Winkel: Negroes, and explained to them the Ordinance for the religious 
instruction and amelioration of the condition of the Slave population in this 
Colony. In doing so I endeavoured to make them clearly aid: distinctly under- 
stand the nature and extent of the important privileges secured to them by. the 
Ordinance, and to impress upon their minds that it was only by making a pro- 
per use of the benefits now granted to them that they were to look forward to 
an extension of them hereafter. And J now have respectfully to report, for 
your Excellency’s information, that all the people, but particularly thé head- 
men, appeared perfectly satisfied, and grateful for what had been. done for them, 
and oe their determination to endeavour, by their future good conduct, 
not only to prove themselves deserving of the privileges: already conferred 
upon them, but to merit their extension hereafter. 

Mr. Power, the Protector, was kind enough to attend, and expressed his en- 
tire satisfaction with the general appearance of the Negroes (particularly the 
children), and with their very orderly and decorous conduct on the occasion. 

I have, &c. : 
(Signed) Wm. SCOTT, 
Superintendent, Winkel Department. 


To his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Beard, &c. &c. 


N. 


Sip, Fiscal’s Office, Berbice, 10th November 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of 
the 12th October, enclosing copy of the Ordinance of 25th September last for 
promoting the religious instruction and bettering the state and condition of the 
Slave population in this Colony, and your Excellency’s commands to explain 
and make it generally known and well understood by all classes of the Slave 
population in the town of New Amsterdam and its vicinity, and report my pro- 
ceedings thereon to your Excellency. | 

In repty I have the honour to state that, for the purpose of complying by alt 
the means in my power with your Excellency’s commands, I caused the follow- 
ing public notice to be inserted in the Colonial Gazette of the Colony : 

“‘ Fiscal’s Office. . 

* All persons in the town of New Amsterdam, and its immediate vicinity, 

not being within either of the districts of the local Civil Magistrates, are re- 

to explain to their Slaves of every denomination the several provisions 
of the new Ordinance of the 25th September last, regarding that class of the 
population of the Colony, and the undersigned will be in attendance at his office 
at the usual hours of business for the purpose of explaining the provisions of the 
said Ordinance to such Slaves as may be sent or apply to him for that purpose. 


In consequence of this notice many Slaves have been sent and many have 
applied to me; and I have fully and minutely explained the several provisions 
of the Ordinance to them, and I have great satisfaction in stating to your Excel- 
Jercy that they appeared fully to comprehend it. The major patt of those to 
whom it was explained expressed themselves in such terms of approbation and 
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satisfaction of the measures contemplated for their moral improvement as to 
leave no doubt on my mind that as they become more familiarized with the sa- 
lutary measures for promoting their welfare, they will by orderly and good con- 
duct render themselves deserving of the advantages intended them by Govern- 


ment. I have, &c. 
| (Signed) M. S. BENNETT, 
Fiscal of the Colony. 


To His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Beard, &c. &c. 


No. 16. 


My Lorp, Berbice, 21st November 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship extract minute of pro- 
eeedings in Council of the 7th of the present month, by which your Lordship 
will see that the tariff of wages to be paid to Slaves in pursuanee of the ninth 
elause, letter C. of the new Slave Code, for conservatory Sunday labour, has 
been fixed for three months, in manner recommended by Mr. Power, His 
Majesty's Protector of Slaves. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. BEARD. 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Extract from the Register of the Proceedings of the Council of Government 
of the Colony of Berbice, 


Tuesday, 7th November 1826. | 


Read a letter, dated the 6th instant, from David Power, Esquire, His. 
Majesty’s Protector of Slaves, to the Lieutenant-Governor, submitting the 
following tartff, or rate of wages, payable to predial Slaves for the several de- 
seriptions of labour that may be required of them on Sundays, during the 
period of three months next ensuing, for the preservation of the crops on any 
estate, as enumerated in note A, section 5, art. 9, of the Ordinance for better- 
ing the state and condition of the Slaves in this Colony, viz. 

For each and every Slave so employed, one guilder per diem. 

Ten hours labour, whether continuous or intermissive, to constitute a day; 
and in order to facilitate the account and remuneration of such labour, the 
manager or other person 7 charge is directed to enter in his journal, or book 
to be kept for such purpose, the periods of such employment of Slaves, and 
at the end of each and every month to pay in Colonial currency unto them 
their respective wages, at the said rate per day, and for every lesser period 
according to the same standard. 

Which having been maturely considered, the Council recommend that the 
said tariff be approved and adopted for the period of three months next en- 
suing. His Excellency was pleased to accede thereto, and directed the Secre- 
tary to signify his approval of such tariff unto the Protector of Slaves. 


No. 17. 
My Lorp, Berbice, 21st November 1826. 


I HAVE, just at the moment of closing my despatches to your Lordship, 
received a letter, of which I have the honour to enclose a copy, from Mr. Power, 
His Majesty’s Protector of Slaves in this Colony, conveying the gratifying in- 
formation that, although the new Slave Code has been in operation only three 
weeks, the deposits for the Savings Banks by a few negroes amount already to 
the sum of five hundred guilders, equal to about 36 sterling. 

I flatter myself that this Report will be highly satisfactory to your Lordship, 
and therefore [ have deemed it to be my duty to lose no time in making it. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. BEARD. 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K, G. 


&c. &c. &c. 
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Sir, Protector’s Office, Berbice, 21st November 1826. 


IT is with very great satisfaction that I have the honour to state, for your 
Excellency’s information, that a sum of money, exceeding five hundred guilders, 
has within the present week been deposited in my hands, under the 28th clause 
of the new aqeioetine Code, by persons in a state of Slavery. 

I feel most sensibly the gratification which such early results from the new 
Code, on a branch most difficult to be made intelligible to the Negroe’s mind, 
will afford to your Excellency ; and am led to anticipate the steady but success- 
ful progress of the institution of Savings Banks—an institution which, if enabled 
to take root in this community, must necessarily tend to promote the well-be- 
ing, and augment the security of all classes of its population. 

I have therefore to move your Excellency, that you will be pleased to direct 
the proper officer in the Colonial Treasury to receive the amount of deposits in 
my hands, so that the depositors may have their interest on the same, accruing 
from the earliest possible period. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) . DAVID POWER, 
His Majesty's Protector of Slaves, 
To his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Beard, Sc. &c. 
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TRINIDAD, 


No. 1. 


My Lorp, | Trinidad, 24th November 1825. 
~ HAVING observed in the Order issued by the Governor and Court of 


Policy in Demerara, for the melioration of the condition of the Slave population, 
that the planters are to be required to make the punishment returns twice 
within the year, while the Order of the 10th March 1824 obliges the planters 
in this Colony to make those returns four times within the same period, I have 
the honour to solicit from your Lordship, that if the Demerara Order bé 
approved in this particular, your Lordship would be pleased to relieve the 

lanters of this Colony from the obligation at present required of them, of mak- 
ing these returns four times within the year, by directing an Order to be pre- 

ared, substituting half yearly for quarterly returns under the 16th clause of the 
Trinidad Order. 

I have, &c. 


~ (Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G. 3 


&c. &c. &c. 


No. 2. 


Sizn, | Downing Street, 8th March 1826. 


I HAVE received your despatch of the 24th November last, and I 
have to acquaint you in reply, that when the Order of His Majesty in Council 
for meliorating the condition of the Slaves in Demerara shall have been issued, 
due consideration will be given to the propriety of introducing into the new 
order for Trinidad, any modification which it may be finally resolved upon to 
admit in the case of Demerara, and which shall appear to be equally desirable 
for both Colonies. 

I have, &c. 
| (Signed) BATHURST. 
Governor Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. 
&c. &e. &e. 


‘No. 3. 


Extract from a Despatch from Sir Ralph Woodford to Earl Bathurst, dated 
: 7th January 1826. ' 


IN my letter of the 12th June, I observed to your Lordship, that an appli- 
cation had been made in the Council for the printing and publishing of the 
records of complaints made by Slaves to the Syndic, but as I omitted to urge, 
any reasons on behalf of the proposal, your Lordship declined to sanction it. 

As the Council consider that it would be but an Act of justice to give the 
utmost publicity to such records, I cannot do better than lay before your 
Lordship a copy of the observations made by Mr. Burnley to the Board of 
Council when the measure was first proposed, and which have since acquired 
additional importance and force, so as to have rendered the Board unanimous 
in their wish to see them made public; and as I see no sufficient motive for 
opposing it, I therefore beg leave to renew my application in this behalf. 

3Q 
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Extract from Minutes of His Majesty's Council, dated the 4th 
September 1826. | 


The Hon. Mr. Burnley requested leave to submit the following proposal to 
the consideration of the Board: 


That in future, all cases of complaint, whether from the Master against the 
Slave, or from the Slave against the Master, which come under the judicial inves- 
tigation of the Hon. the Judge of Criminal Inquiry, or of the Procurador Syndic, 
should be published monthly in the Colonial Gazette, stating the names of the 
parties, of the estate or domicile, the nature of the complaint, and the decree 
given. ‘There were many reasons which induced him to consider such a mea- 
sure necessary, which he would take the hberty to detail to the Board. In the 
first place, feeling as he did, that the great body of proprietors of estates treated 
their Slaves with as much lenity as the miserable system they unhappily were 
obliged to administer would admit of, he was anxious that the same should be 
placed on record ; that it would at once silence calumny, and render it apparent 
that no changes were necessary in this Colony, where the Slaves are already 
sufficiently protected by the existing laws ; but if, on the contrary, as some had 
asserted, gross instances of misconduct and severity occasionally occurred on 
the part of the Master towards the Slave, the adoption of the mode he proposed 
was still more necessary ; the shame of public exposure would then be brought 
in aid of the Jaw; public opinion would at once put down the offenders, and 
the better part of the community would cease to suffer under the obloquy 
which attached to a few guilty individuals, 

Such a measure would tend to secure strict impartiality and uniformity in 
the decrees of the officers alluded to, which would remain on record as a body 
of useful precedents for their successors, and constitute at the same time, a 
Code by which the community would learn to regulate their conduct. Shades 
of difference would and must exist in the minds of individuals as to the degree 
of punishment to be awarded to any specific crime, and gentlemen of honour 
and humanity, with the best intentions, were now liable at all times to be repri- 
manded by the Syndic from their entire ignorance of the rule by which his 
decisions were guided. He did not hesitate to say, that such a state was unjust, 
and cruel towards the great body of proprietors in the Island, and ought not to 
be permitted to exist even for a day. As the only resident proprietor of an 
estate sitting at that Board, he felt it to be his duty to press this matter upon 
their attention ; and he earnestly entreated his Excellency and the Board to 
give the same a favourable consideration. And Mr. Burnley’s proposal being 
discussed for a considerable time, it was finally resolved, that the monthly 
statements referred to should be called for, and laid before the Board; when 
the propriety of the publication thereof would be re-considered. 


No. 4. 


Sir, Downing Street, 12th April 1826. 


I HAVE received your despatch of the 7th January last, transmitting a 
copy of the observations made at the Board of Council, in explanation of the 
advantages, which it is expected by that body, would attend the monthly publica- 
tion in the Colonial Gazette of all cases of complaint, whether from the Master 
against the Slave, or from the Slave against the Master, which shall come under 
the investigation of the Judge of Criminal enquiry, or of the Procurador 
Syndic. In compliance with the wishes of the Council, you will take the 
necessary measures for causing the publication of these records with regularity, 
once in every month. 

I have, &c. : 
| (Signed) BATHURST. 
Governor roa Ralph Woodford, Bart. 
C. 


&c. &c. 


ne 


TRINIDAD. 


Na. 5. 


Extract from a Despatch from Sir Ralph Woodford to Earl Bathurst, dated 
25th February 1826. 


THE Attorney General has contended that, under the 34th clause of the 
Order in Council of the 10th March 1824, when an individual thinks {t to 
manumit a Slave without pecuniary consideration, it becomes the duty of 
the Protector to ascertain that the Owner has full and entire right to grant the 
manumission: to this the Protector has replied, that his duty is in this respect 
confined to the examination of the perfect rights to manumit, of those who 
receive from a Slave consideration money for his purchase ; and that, by adopting 
the other course, he would be acting as the investigator of the rights and pro- 
perty of mortgagees and all other persons connected with the estate, and that 
any such examination could not prevent fraud, where fraud was intended, as 
personal Slaves are purchased by private contract, and the mortgage of planta- 
tion Slaves may not be recorded at the moment. 
eS eistenstetendecsunscarsestesssnrreemseeeesees 
No. 6. | | 


Sir, Trinidad, 27th April 1896. _ 


IN my despatch to Earl Bathurst of 25th February last, I adverted to a 
question that had been raised on the obligation of the Protector of Slaves to 
inquire into the validity of the titles to Slaves brought to him for private manu- 
mission, Having recently received the Protector’s last observations to the 
representation of the Attorney General, I deem it expedient to lose no time in 

lacing the same before you, although I am not prepared to submit any alteration 
in the law in this particular. 

The unexpected arrival of the mail does not permit copies being made of 
this voluminous controversy. | 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 
Robert Wilmot Horton, Esq. M.P. 
| &e. &c. &e. | | 
ee eee 
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LETTERS from the Attorney General and the Protector of Slaves upon 
the 34th Clause of the Order of the King in Council, 10th March 
1824, as misconstrued by the Protector in the opinion of the Attor- 
ney General. 


Attorney General’s Report - - - No. 1 
Protector of Slaves’s Answer ~ - 2 
Attorney General’s Reply - ; 3 
Protector’s Reply - = << “ 4 
No. 1. . 
Sir, Port of Spain, 24th December 1824. 


I have to submit for your Excellency’s consideration the following case, as 
arising out of the Royal Order in Council of the 10th of March 1824: 

A free black man, named Charles Alexander, (who can neither read nor 
write) purchased, a few months past, in his own name, from Messrs. Joseph 
and Henry Graham, a female Slave, for the sum of 150 currency, and re- 
ceived from the sellers the original bill of sale to them, and one from them to 
him, as his title for the Slave, with a receipt for the payment, by him, of the 
purchase money. 
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It appears that this female Slave was the daughter of another free black man, 
named John Dinzy, who had requested of Charles Alexander, asa mark of his 
special favour and friendship, to purchase this Slave, and that John Dinzy 
‘would-repay him the money in four months, ™ 

The document marked A, herewith, 1s the note given by John Dinzy to 
Charles Alexander; no bill of sale was, however, given by Charles Alexander 
to John Dinzy of this Slave, nor has John Dinzy yet paid the purchase money. 

‘John Dinzy, it appears, carried this Slave before Henry Gloster, Esquire, 
the Procurador Syndic, Protector and Guardian of Slaves, to have her manu- 
mitted as his own absolute property, and as the voluntary act of him the said 
John Dinzy; and accordingly the Protector manumitted her as the property 
of John Dinzy, under the 34th clause of the Order. 

Charles Alexander came to me to complain that a fraud had been committed 
upon him by John Dinzy in having this Slave manumitted, inasmuch as John 
Dinzy had never received a bill of sale of the Slave, or paid the purchase mo- 
ney. Upon my applying to the Protector to be informed of the circumstances, 
he stated that he considered the acceptance of the document A, by Charles 
Alexander, as a sufficient transfer by him to John Dinzy, and that all property 
in this Slave was thereby vested in John Dinzy, although no bill of sale, or bill 
of parcels, had been granted by Charles Alexander, and he had therefore ma- 
numitted the Slave. I, however, differed with him upon this point, and sub- 
mitted that it was his duty to have ascertained, first, whetber the Slave was re- 
gistered as the property of John Dinzy, whether the title of the Slave was 
vested in John Dinzy, and whether there was any mortgage existing, on record, 
upon the said Slave in favour of any person. To this he answered, that it was 
not his duty, in cases of voluntary manumission, either to ascertain the title of 
any person voluntarily appearing before him to manumit a Slave, or to inquire 
as to the existence of any mortgage upon a Slave so voluntarily proposed to be 
manumitted. 3 

This appearing to me a very extraordinary doctrine, and in my opinion not 
warranted by the 34th clause, which he said governed this case, and involving 
as it does:consequences as insecure to the Slaves themselves as to the owners of 
them, whose property is thus in Jeopardy, from a misconception, as I submit, 
by the Protector of the meaning of the Order in this respect, I have been in- 
duced to trouble your Excellency upon this occasion. In order, however, to 
satisfy myself that there was no misunderstanding on my part, as to the opi- 
nion of the Protector, I took the opportunity, as Mr. Watherston was in his 
office, of putting to him the following questions :—Suppose Mr. Watherston 
was to bring one of my Slaves to you to be voluntarily manumitted, would you 
perfect the freedom of the Slave without inquiring into the title of Mr. Wather- 
ston to the Slave? Yes.—Suppose that Slave had been mortgaged to any per- 
son, would you manumit the Slave without inquiring whether there was any 
mortgage on the Slave? Yes.—By these answers, it appears that the Protector 
conceives it to be within his power and authority to cause any Slave to be vo- 
luntarily manumitted who may be brought-before him for that purpose, with- 
out inquiring whether the property of the Slave is in the person who proposes 
to manumit, or whether the Slave is free from mortgage. 

This Order shows how careful His Majesty’s Government has been to effect 
the manumission of Slaves in the most legal and effectual manner. The clauses 
from 28 to 33, relate to Slaves purchasing their own freedom, in cases where 
they are under mortgage, or where the title is defective, or where the owner 
objects thereto; and every measure has been devised to remove all difficulties, 
and the assistance of the Chief Judge has been called, the better to insure to 
the Slave his or her freedom. The 33d clause relates to manumissions by pri- 
vate contract, and in this it is declared that the Protector, “ on behalf of the 
Slave, shall be bound to ascertain that such owner has good right and title in 
the Law, and is competent to effect such manumission.” 

The 34th clause relates to voluntary manumissions without any valuable 
consideration ; in this the Protector is only directed to take bond in cases where 
the Slaves are under six or above fifty; it is true, as the Protector observes, 
that he isnot specially directed in the clause, as he is in the 33d clause, to.as- 
certain that the person voluntarily manumitting has good right and title in the 
Law, and is competent'to effect such manumission. ‘This was not necessary, 
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inasmuch as the 33d clause refers to the manumission of any Slave by private 
contract, consequently the same precautions as are required to be observed by 
the Protector in the one case, must also be intended to apply to the 
Slaves alluded to in the 34th clause; for why should they not have the same 
benefit when the latter are manumitted from the voluntary act of the owner, 
arising from their good and faithful conduct; but it is certain, under the 33d 
clause, that the Protector is to see that all Slaves who are to be manumitted, 
shall be freed in the most Jegal and perfect manner, in order that no question 
shall ever arise thereafter to trouble or molest the person freed; and that he or 
she shall always remain in the undisturbed and perfect enjoyment of freedom ; 
for surely, it cannot be supposed or pretended, that a Slave, whose voluntary 
manumission is intended to be legally perfected by his owner, and for his good 
conduct, is not to have the same attention paid to him by the Protector as is 
paid to the Slave who purchases his or her freedom ; for although it is true that 
it is not specially declared, yet the Protector, on behalf of the Slave who is vo- 
luntarily manumitted, ought, upon every principle of justice to the Slave, to 
see that the manumission, so intended to be legally perfected, is so done ac- 
cording to the established Laws, by, first, ascertaining whether the Slave is 
duly registered; second, if the right, property, and title of the person in the 
Slave proposed to be manumitted 1s clear and absolute; and third, by having it 
certified by the Registrar of Mortgages, that there is no mortgage on thie Slave. 
These are essential requisites, and are absolutely necessary to be observed, in 
order the better to ensure the warranty and guarantee of the freedom of the 
Slave. For His Majesty’s Government never could have intended that this offi- 
cer was to be the means of manumitting Slaves by the fraudulent acts of others, 
and depriving the right owner of his property in the Slave, or, by manumit- 
ting a mortgaged Slave, to deprive the mortgagee of his right over the Slave 
to sell him or her as mortgaged property whenever he might foreclose his 
mortgage. But the Protector, by his answers, goes the length of declaring 
that be would manumit a Slave upon the application of A that belonged to B, 
although the Slave should be mortgaged to C; and in doing 80, says that he 
neither deprives B of his property, nor C of his mortgage right, for the owner 
only manumits his right and interest in the Slave; but in the case of a mort- 
gaged Slave, the owner may not have any property. But let us see the injury 
and loss this would produce to a real owner and mortgagee, if, supposing that 
immediately after the fraudulent manumission of a Slave being perfected, B, 
the right owner of the Slave, is in a distant part of the country, and C, the 
mortgagee, is absent, and that the manumitted Slave leaves the Island with the 
manumission in his or her pocket ; where is the remedy of the owner or mort- 
? None.—And therefore both the owner and mortgagee, in such a case, 
would be deprived, and that fraudulently, of their property; and by whom? 
By the King’s officer, in the supposed exercise of his duty, by manumitting a 
Slave at the instance of a person who had no _ in him—like the case of 
Alexander and Dinzy. But can such a monstrous doctrine as this be tolerated or 
maintained for a moment, much less acquiesced in by His Majesty’s Government, 
who would thus be encouraging fraud, and absolutely —— the lawful 
owner and mortgagee of their property for ever. But suppose a Slave, manu- 
mitted under such circumstances, remains in the island, what is the consequence, 
but that B is obliged to institute a suit to recover back his property, and C, 
the mortgagee, is obliged to join in the suit in foreclosing his mortgage. Jn 
this case the court of justice, acting under the order, would take it for granted 
upon the production of the act of manumission, prepared and executed by the 
Protector, that the Slave was free until B. and C. should prove their property 
in the Slave: this would cause a tedious and an expensive law-suit ; and one no 
doubt that the Protector would carry to England. But supposing that B 
and C succeed in their suit, who is to pay the expences thereof, which would 
amount to three times the value of the Slave? and then would come the most 
important of all questions, whether a Slave once made free could be reduced 
into slavery; or supposing it to be a female, and she nad had children, and 
the husband a free man, after the illegal act of manumission had been 
rfected ; are the children by the act of the mortgagee or owner also to be 

brought into slavery ? | 
Under these circumstances, I se that the Protector in all cases of 
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voluntary manumission, as stated in the 34th clause, ought to be governed by 
the 33rd clause, which declares that the Protector shall on behalf of the Slave, 
be bound to ascertain that such owner has good right and title in the law, and 
is competent to effect such manumission. But I respectfully contend that it is 
the bounden duty of the Protector, in a case of voluntary manumission, to see 
that the Slave so intended to be freed shall be legally secured and perfected in 
his freedom, secured against all claims and incumbrances; and this only can 
be done by the Protector ascertaining that the Slave is first duly registered, for 
if he is not, he may be free under the law ; second, that the Slave is the absolute 
property of the person offering to manumit; and lastly, that there is no regis- 
tered incumbrance on the Slave. When I was Syndic I always observed these 
essential requisites; for let us suppose a man of bad character, one who will 
‘not pay his debts, one who owes a great deal of money in England, secured b 
mortgage upon his estate and Slaves, he makes an agreement with six of his 
most valuable Slaves, but in whom he has no property (it not being sufficient 
to pay his mortgage debt), to give him each 200 dollars, half their value; he 
then goes to the Protector and declares voluntanly to manumit them; the 
Protector does so. Is not this a fraud upon the mortgagee of 2400 dollars, 
their actual value; and will not the freedom of Slaves who are mortgaged be 
always insecure ; and in cases of females, would it not bring into slavery their 
issue, who are supposed to have been born free, and how distressing this would 
be to their free father ? | 

It can never be imagined that His Majesty’s Government, in bettering the 
condition of the Slaves, intended to patronise or to sanction fraud. 

As an owner of Slaves I should be very sorry indeed if the construction put 
by the Protector upon the 34th clause was a true one, for I take it that in all 
and every case of manumission he is bound to protect the Slave in his or her 
freedom, and if he does that, he at the same time secures the owner and mort- 
gagee of Slaves in the rightful possession of their property, and the one act is 
equally as desirable as the other. In the case of Charles Alexander alluded to, 
let us see the injury that is done to him. John Dinzy has not a farthing of 
property in this island, has no visible means of living, may abscond and take 
with him his free daughter, while Charles Alexander may go to gaol for want 
of 300 dollars; but if he had been advised, or was aware of the fraud John 
Dinzy intended to practice, he might, upon an application to the court, 
supported by an affidavit of the circumstances of the case, and that John 
Dinzy had no property and could not have given him security, have obtained 
an order to prohibit the manumission of this Slave until John Dinzy had paid 
Charles Alexander. But I deny, as an advocate, that John Dinzy had a 
sufficient ownership in the Slave thus fraudulently freed. The note does not 
transfer the Slave to John Dinzy; he only promises to pay the sum of 300 
_ dollars, and that the property in this slave did not pass by the note. 

I trust, therefore, that should your Excellency agree with me in opinion as 
to the necessity of the Protector complying, in all cases of voluntary manu- 
mission, with the directions contained in the 33rd clause, that he will be so 
ordered, securing as it thereby would, absolute and perfect freedom to the 
Slave, and security to owners in their Slave property. | 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY FULLER, 
Attorney General. 
To his Excellency, Sir J. R. Woodford, Bart. Governor. 


&e. &e. &c. 


A. 


Trinidad, 12th February 1824. 
D300. of 10s. ? 
Four months from date, I promise to pay to Mr. Charles 
Alexander, or order, the sum of three hundred dollars of ten shillings, being 
the amount he answered to pay Mr. Graham for my daughter Judy Dinzy. 


h 
JOHN  DINZY. 
mark, 


Witness, John James Clark. 
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Sir, ' Protector of Slaves’ Office, Port of Spain, 3 Feb. 1825. 


Ihave considered the subject of manuimissions granted to Slaves by their 
owners, without valuable consideration; and I trust that the result of my 
reflections will satisfy your Excellency that I have not “misconceived the 
meaning of the Order in Council of the 10th of March last” in that respect, 
and that the doctrine which I ropose to uphold does not involve in it * con- 
sequences as insecure and injurious to the Slaves as to their owners,” 

By the 33d section of the Order it is directed, “That before the manumission 
of any Slaves by virtue of any private contract for that purpose between such 
Slave and his owner, notice of such intended manumission shall’ by the owner 
of such Slave be given in writing to the protector and guardian of Slaves, who, 
on behalf of the Slave, shall be bound to ascertain that such owner has’ good 
right and title in the Law, and is competent to effect such manumission.” 

The evident intention of this Clause is to secure to the Slave a valid and 

effectual freedom, in consideration of the price he has paid. He has a twofold 
warranty—that of the master, who is bound to restore his price in case his 
freedom is not valid; and, secondly, that of the Protector, who, at his own 
peril, permits the execution of an invalid instrument: 
_ Contract is defined to be “an agreement upon sufficient consideration to do, 
or not to do, a particular thing’"—and again, “a contract is the voluntary 
agreement of two or more persons, by which something is to be given or per- 
formed upon one patt for a valuable consideration, either present or future, oni 
the other part.” | 

A voluntary manumission without valuable consideration paid to the owner 
cannot, I submit, be said to come under this definition, and, therefore, there is 
the strongest presumption for concluding that His Majesty’s Ministers, in 
framing the Order in Council, intended the precautions contained in the 33d 
section to be taken only in the cases of private contracts for consideration, and 
not in the case of a voluntary and gratuitous grant of freedom. _ 

The 34th section enacts, That in case any Deed of Manumission shall 
be executed voluntary, and without any valuable conéideration passing to the 
owner or other person effecting’ such manumission, the Slave shall appear 
before the Protector, or before the Commandant of the quarter in which he 
may be resident, and if it shall appear that the Slave to be manumitted is 
under the age of six years, or above the age of ity, or is labouring under any 
habitual disease, &c. the person about to effect such manumission shall execute 
a bond to His Majesty, in the sum of two hundred pounds, that the Slave shall 
be properly fed, &c. &c.” ee 

Now if it was ever contemplated that the question of title was to be inquired 
into in all cases of manumission, would the Commandants of quarters have 
been empowered, as they are, by the 34th Clause, to execute the manu missions 
of persons under six, or above fift years of age ?—or rather would not their 
names have been omitted in that Clause, as they are in the 33d, by reason of 
the legal questions which might arise in a case of contract for valuable consi- 
deration ’—would the provisions of the 29th Clause have been found necessary 
in the special cases there enumerated if the question of title was at all times to 
have been fully investigated ? | | | a 
_ I therefore conceive that the enactments of the 33d section were intended as 
exclusively for the regulation of manumissions for a valuable consideration, as 
those of the 34th section are for the regulation of gratuitous manumissions, 
and I submit, that this view is not only in perfect consonance with the general 
spirit of the whole order, which is expressly adapted and declared to be for the 
improvement of the condition of the Slaves in this Colony, but also strictly 
conformable to the rules of equity and good policy. 

It isan incontrovertible principle in law and equity that no one can convey 
away, or relinquish a right, unless it is legally and uncontrolably vested in him- 
self, and therefore, it was necessary, in order to secure the rights of Slaves wish- 
ing to purchase their freedom, to ascertain that their reputed owner was truly- 
and legally the owner of such: Slave, and that he was not incapacitated by a 
mortgage, or'other legal lien already existing on the Slave, from granting.a 
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valid and unquestionable manumission; this is, beyond doubt, the object of 
the precautions and forms ordered to be taken and observed in the case of 
a manumission by private contract. They are precisely the forms and precau- 
tions which would be taken in the sale or transfer for an onerous consideration 
of the Slave, or of any other kind of property ; and the sole object in either 
case, is to establish and ascertain that the person to whom the consideration is 
paid is legally qualified to grant the right for which it is paid. 

Now no such danger can arise in the case of a voluntary manumission 
granted without valuable consideration.—If the Slave is not the property of 
the person granting the manumission, or is mortgaged by him to a third party, 
the act of manumission can neither confer any right on the Slave, nor injure 
the true owner or mortgagee: but, on the contrary, in respect tg these parties, 
the Deed will be null and void. The Slave will continue to be the property 
of the true owner, or be hypothecated to the mortgagee, as the case 
might be. In the former case the manumission would be, tpso facto, null 
and void—in the latter, it would only have the effect of conveying away the 
reversionary interest which the owner might eventually have in the Slave, but 
could never injure the right of the mortgagee—nor would the Slave himself 
suffer any injury ; having paid nothing for his manumission, the resumption 
by his master of his rights over him would deprive him of nothing, and he 
would only be reduced to his former situation. 

It is true that the Attorney General, in his report on the case of Alexander 
and Dinzy, has pictured several hardships imposed on the master by the Order 
in Council; but I respectfully submit to your Excellency that these hardships, 
if they are so to be considered, do not arise from the Order; but are either the 
unavoidable casualties to which the possession of property 1s exposed, or are to 
be attributed to the improper carelessness and inattention to their interests, on 
the part of the owners or mortgagees of property, and that if the principles on 
which the doctrine of His Majesty’s Attorney General 1s founded, are to be 
generally adopted, the Protector and Guardian of Slaves would be transformed 
into the Protector and Guardian of all the Slave owners and mortgagees in the 
Island, and so much of his time and attention would be occupied in defendin 
and preserving the rights of the owners and mortgagees, that little would 
remain for the investigation and redress of the grievances of their Slaves.— 
Indeed, this addition to the duties of the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, 
would supersede the necessity for owners or mortgagees tea. Attornies 
or Lawyers to watch over and defend their interests. But I flatter myself that 
your Excellency will be satisfied that the premise sassumed by the Attorney 
General have no foundation in reason or Justice. 

I, however, await your Excellency’s determination on the subject, and with 
great respect, remain, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY GLOSTER, Protector of Slaves. 
To his Excellency Sir Ralph J. Woodford, Bart. 
Se. &e. &c. 


No. §. 


Sir, Port of Spain, 31st August 1835. 


I HAVE considered with every attention the subject deserves, the answer of 
the Syndic Procurador-General and Protector of Slaves to the letter I had the 
honour of addressing your Excellency in the month of December 1824. I 
must confess that 1 should consider myself very unfortunate, 1f the subject mat- 
ter of that Jetter should be declared to have no foundation in reason or justice. 
It will be my duty to endeavour to show to the contrary. 

It has been most unquestionably declared by His Majesty’s Government, 
that the Order in Council of the 10th of March 1824, was not in any manner 
intended to interfere with, or encroach upon, the proprietors of West India 
property in respect of Slaves; and that the Order in Council was intended, as 
in fact it is declared to be made, for the religious instruction of the Slaves in 
Trinidad and for the improvement of their condition. 

The only real obstacle opposed by the Protector of Slaves, appears to be the 
additional trouble it will give him, by considering that the 34th clause is to be 


oF 
TRINIDAD. 939 


governed or connected with. the 33d clause ; because, he observes, “ that if the 
principles on which the doctrine of His Majesty’s Attorney General is founded, 
are to be generally adopted, the Protector and Guardian of Slaves would be 
transformed into the Protector and Guardian of all the Slave owners and mort- 
gagees in the Island, and so much of his time would be occupied in defending 
and preserving the rights of the owners and mortgagees, that little would re- 
main for the investigation and redress of the grievances of their Slaves.” 

This plea, if true, but which I deny, ought not to be allowed to operate, 
because it is expected that the whole time of the Protector and Guardian of 
Slaves is of necessity to be devoted to the duties of his office; and if it is de- 
clared to be necessary that his time should be devoted to the objects mentioned 
in the 33d clause, surely the plea now offered by him will not be considered 
as sufficient to prevent him from devoting his time to the same objects that are 
mentioned in the 34th; as there can be no doubt that this last clause should be 
governed by the precautions ordered in the 33d. 

The facts of the case, as submitted by me, and the answer of the Protector 
of Slaves to the questions put to him in the presence of Archibald Wather- 
ston not being denied by him, I am right in assuming that he has admitted the 
truth thereof. 

The case of Alexander, as it actually happened, is a peculiarly hard one. 
John Dinzy having no bill of sale of the Slave, and not having paid for her, 
she is yet manumitted as his actual property. In the case of Newbold versus 
Executors of Blackwood, and in the Terceria of Joseph Wilson, Son, and 
Company, in the Complaint Court,.it was, after a special argument, de- 
clared, that in the sale or transfer of a Slave, a bill of sale was absolutely ne- 
cessary, and that the sale of a Slave otherwise than by an Act or bill of sale was 
not legal. 

The Protector of Slaves has stated, that for the purpose of freedom it is im- 
material to him who is the owner, whether the Slave is mortgaged or not, re- 
gistered or otherwise, so long as any person comes to him and says, | am the 
owner of that Slave, and I want to manumit him voluntarily, that in such a 
case the Protector of Slaves merely draws the manumission, and the Slave is 
free. Does not such a proceeding, having reference to the case in question, 
militate against the declaration of His Majesty’s Government, and involve con- 
sequences as insecure to the Slave as to the owner, whose property is thus in 
jeopardy ? For the Protector of Slaves has admitted, that he would free any 
Slave at the mere request of an individual, who would be, as Charles Alexander 
has been, deprived of his property, which Charles Alexander had never sold or 
transferred to Dinzy. But supposing that Slave to have been mortgaged to a 
third person, the mortgagee would have lost his property in the Slave; for I 
will contend, that a Slave once freed, can leave the Colony as any other free 
person, and the owner and mortgagee have no remedy, except as against the 
person who has illegally caused the manumission of the Slave. 

The Protector admits it to be the evident intention of the Order to secure to 
the Slave a valid and effectual manumission, and that the Slave has a twofold 
warranty,—that of the master, who is bound to restore his price in case his 
freedom is not valid; and, secondly, that of the Protector, who, at his own 

ril, permits the execution of an invalid manumission; but I submit that it 
is not to be left to the chance of solvency of the owner, or to the peril of the 
Protector of Slaves in permitting the execution of an invalid instrument. The 
instrument to be executed must be a legal and sure manumission, not at the 
peril of any public officer, who may die and leave no property behind after the 
illegal act has been committed ; and in respect of his master returning the mo- 
ney, he may have become insolvent; in such a case the Slave would lose his 
money as well as his freedom, and be returned into Slavery. But suppose the 
Slave to have gone from the Jsland, where then is the remedy for the injury 
caused by the public officer acting upon his peril? But when His Majesty’s 
Government has expressed in such clear terms as not to be misunderstood what 
its intentions were, viz.—in cases of freedom, the Protector of Slaves shall be 
bound to ascertain that such owner has good right and title in the Law, and 1s 
competent to make such manumission ; will it be pretended after this, that the 
owner of a Slave hasa right to manumit a Slave that is mortgaged ? or that it 
could be ever contemplated by His Majesty’s Government, that its public officer 
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was to manumit a Slave who was mortgaged ¢ and being so mortgaged, that any 
ies should appear before the Protector of Slaves, voluntarily to manumit a 

lave, without its being ascertained by the Protector of Slaves whether the per- 
son so proposing to manumit the Slave ‘‘ had good right and title in the Law, 
and was competent to effect such manumission?” I think it may be well an- 
swered, that the Government could have no such intention. 

The Protector of Slaves not only seems to be of opinion, but has acted upon 
it, that the 34th clause has nothing to do with, nor is connected with, the 33d 
clause, but a little attention to that clause will show to the contrary. 

The 28th, 29th, goth, 31st, and 32d, point out the mode to be adopted in all 
cases where owners are not disposed to manumit, or in cases where there is any 
legal objection or doubt; and one of the principal disabilities is, where the Slave 
is under mortgage or otherwise incumbered, and great care is taken in such a 
case, not only to secure to the mortgagee the value of the Slave, but interest 
on that value, till he appears judicially to receive the same. . 

The 33d clause respects private or voluntary manumissions, where there is no 
objection on the part of the owner. But what is enjoined by the 33rd Clause, 
surely ought to be observed in respect of all manumissions under the 34th 
Clause ; viz. that the Protector of Slaves, on behalf of the Slave voluntarily 
manumitted, shall be bound to ascertain that such owner “ has good right and 
title in the law, and is competent to effect such manumission,” no owner can 
have a good right and title in the law to manumit a Slave, or be competent to 
effect the manumission of the Slave proposed to be manumitted, if mortgaged 
or entailed; and in such a case is the Protector of Slaves to execute a manu- 
mission at his peril? No; he should refuse to draw the manumission unless 
the consent of the mortgagee, tenant in tail, reversioner, or other person 
interested in the Slave should join therein. And why should not public notice 
be given in such a case, as in that of the other manumissions under the 33rd 
Clause ? : | : 

In the case of J. Dinzy manumitting his daughter, no consideration passed 
between him and his daughter, and there are no directions contained in this 
clause as to the execution of the manumission, except in cases above fifty 
and under six years; or where the Slave may labour under any habitual 
disease or infirmity of mind or body. By this voluntary manumission it 
must have been surely the meaning of the Government that the Slave 
so voluntarily manumitted should be effectually manumitted; but can it 
be the intention of the Government or the law to authorise the voluntary 
manumission of a Slave by the owner, that is mortgaged, without notice to the 
mortgagee, thereby disposing of property not belonging to the person by 
whose means the freedom is effected? I think not, and therefore the 
practising of such a fraud ought to be prevented; and how easy it is to do so, 
by the Protector of Slaves observing the same precautions in cases under the 
34th clause, that are declared to be necessary in those under the 33rd clause. 
Surely the one is as necessary to be observed as the other, for they are both 
voluntary manumissions on the part of the owner, as far as the owner Is con- 
cerned, the only difference being that in one case the Slave is freed without 
consideration, and the other not. So therefore, in the voluntary manumission 
of Slaves without any consideration, it appears to my humble judgment to be 
as necessary, as regards the Slave, in the one as in the other case. 

The Protector of Slaves has stated, “ if the Slave is not the property of the 
person granting the manumission, or is mortgaged by him to a third party, the 
act of manumission can neither confer any right on the Slave, nor injure the 
true owner or mortgagee; but on the contrary, in respect to these parties, the 
deed will be null and void, the Slave will continue to be the property of the 
true owner, or be hypothecated to the mortgagee, as the case might be: in the 
former case the manumission would be ipso facto, null and void; in the latter it 
would only have the effect of conveying away the reversionary interest which the 
owner might eventually have in the Slave, but could never injure the nght of 
the mortgagee; nor would the Slave himself suffer any injury, having paid 
nothing for his manumission; the resumption by his master of his rights over 
him would deprive him of nothing, and he would only be reduced to his 
former situation.” 
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'. Is it not true that John Dinzy disposed of property not legally vested in him, 
and, in virtue of that disposal, is it not true that the female Slave has left thé 
colony for Grenada,.and is now living there as a free person? Can Charles 
Alexander make her a Slave in Grenada? No. John Dinzy has not a 
shilling in the world to pay Charles Alexander; is not the latter then deprived 
of his property without any remedy? But if the Protector of Slaves had 
called upon John Dinzy to shew his title to the property, and not being able, 
would he have ventured at his peril to have executed that manumission? For 
the document produced proved that the property of the Slave was in Charles 
Alexander until payment, or until John Dinzy had received a bill of sale, 
which Charles Alexander had not given; or supposing that Slave to have been 
mortgaged toCharles Alexander instead of being his property, would nat the mort- 
gagee have lost all opportunity of remedying the evil after that the Slave had left 
the jurisdiction ? and how or in what manner was the mortgagee to know that the 
owner was going to manumit? what notice did he receive? In other cases not 
only is the mortgagee publicly cited to appear, but whether he appears or not, 
the value of the Slave is lodged in the Colonial Treasury for his benefit, and the 
circumstances stated by me in my first letter are all as likely to happen as the 
case of Charles Alexander. But supposing the manumission of persons who 
have been made free for years liable to be declared null and void; when is it 
discovered by the mortgagee? Only when he forecloses his mortgage, and 
brings the property of his debtor to sale. It is then that he finds four or six 


Slaves so mortgaged have been voluntarily manumitted, who may be no longer — 


in the island ; so that it isimpossible to declare the manumission null and void: 
will not the mortgagee in such a case have lost 4 or £600 sterling, and under 
circumstances beyond his control? For he had no notice of the illegal mani} 
mission. And are these persons so illegally manumitted, and having enjoyed 
the blessings of liberty, and perhaps have had free children, acquired property, 
or being holders of land as free settlers; are they all to be driven back again 
into slavery, merely because the owner did a wrong act to which the public 
officer was a party, having executed the manumission at his peril ? here 
is the remedy in such a case? Let us now see what js the proportion of manur 
missions for valuable consideration, and those gratuitously ; in the former it is 
112, in the latter 60. Is it not better then to avert such evils, and continue tp 
uphold the security given to mortgagees, and persons having reversidnary 
interests in Slaves, by directing, that in all cases of voluntary manumission, the 
Protector of Slaves should observe the precautions by which he is governed 
ander the 33d Clause; and if it does give him a little additional trouble, js he 
not remunerated? And in attending to cases of gratuitous manumissions he 
would only do what 1s done by him in a case of manumission by purchase, and 
it is not a very laborious work. For why, it may be asked, in one case should 
the interest and rights of persons interested in Slaves about to be freed be so 
cautiously guarded and attended to, and not inthe other? But the Protector 
of Slaves carries his doctrine to such an alarming extent as to call for dn 
immediate remedy, for he says he would execute the manumission of a Slave 
brought to him by a person who declared an intention gratuitously to manumit 
without asking one single question, without practising the smallest formality, 
without ascertaining whether the Slave was registered or mortgaged. Surely 
under such a view of the Order in Council by him, I submit I am fully borne 
out in stating that such a principle involves consequences as insecure to the 
Slaves, as to just and bond fide mortgage creditors, and others interested, 
whose property is thus placed in jeopardy. I believe it is unfortunately a well 
known fact, that when a mortgage is foreclosed upon an estate and Slaves, 
nothing remains to the owner; but in all cases the mortgaged property sold 1s 
found insufficient to pay the mortgage debt; what reversionary or other 
interest then would the owner have in five or six Slaves that he had voluntarily 
manumitted, without its being permitted for the mortgagee to know, even if he 
was in the island, of such a fraudulent act, for he could only know it when the 
property was sold and these four or six Slaves were. missing; but if the sanje 
precautions were adopted in both cases, his mortgage property would have 
been secure, as it would have been impossible for the needy mortgagee to have 
manumitted four or six of his Slaves, so long as they were under mortgage. 


Between 24th June, 
1824, and 24tb Jane, 
1895. 
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I have to apologize to your Excellency not only for the length of this letter, 
but for not having before replied to the answer of the Protector of Slaves. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY FULLER, Attorney General. 
His Excellency Sir R. J. Woodford, Bart, Governor, 


&e. &c. &e. 


(No. 4.) 
Sir, Port of Spain, 3d April 1826. 


THE observations submitted by His Majesty’s Attorney General, in his let- 
ter to your Excellency of the 31st of August last, on the subject of gratuitous 
manumission, have led me toa re-consideration of the question generally. 

I cordially agree with His Majesty’s Attorney General, that the Order in 
Council of 10th March 1824, was not in any manner intended to interfere with, 
or encroach upon, the rights of West India Proprietors; nor do I conceive 
that the principles which I contended for in my former letter had a tendency to 
create such interference or encroachment. 

Previous to the promulgation of the Order in Council of March 1824 gra- 
tuitous manumissions were either executed privately by the owner, or were 
prepared by professional men. In the former case, it 1s almost needless to 
observe, that no question as to the title would be raised :—In the latter, the 
advocate would proceed, as in all cases of donation of property ; that is, not to 
ascertain the right or title of the party, but solely to give effect to the inten- 
tion of the donor by preparing an instrument in due form. 

The Attorney General has stated that the only real obstacle to acceding to 
his views is the “additional trouble it would give me by considering the 34th 
Clause is to be governed or connected with the 33d Clause.” This statement 
I beg leave most explicitly todeny—I am, and always have been ready cheer- 
fully to discharge every duty incumbent upon me as Protector of Slaves. The 
only rules for the guidance of my conduct in that office, are the Order in Coun- 
cil of 10th March 1824, and the subsequent Orders in explanation, and while 
I continue to obey these, I consider no blame can attach to me. But, so far 
am I from considering that the 34th Clause is to be governed by the 33d, I 
have many reasons for adopting a contrary opinion. 

In the first place, it is evident his Majesty’s Ministers, in framing the Order, 
‘contemplated three distinct classes of manumissions. 

29, 80, 31, and 33 ist, Those to be sought before the Chief Judge by reason of the owner's 
Clauses. incapacity to execute an effectual manumission to the Slave. 

2d, Those by private contract. 

3d, Those gratuitously. 

For the purpose of obtaining the benefit of the first class, the Protector is 
directed to bring the case under the cognizance of the Chief Judge, whose sanc- 
tion to the manumission is testified by a certificate, under his hand, ‘ That 
the proceedings required by Law have been duly had before him.” 

The second class brings the owner of the Slave and the Protector into more 
‘immediate contact with each other. The Protector is then the advocate of the 
‘Slave, bound to watch over his interests, to prevent the owner from exacting 
‘what he may consider more than the value of the Slave; and if the price be 
agreed upon, the Protector is then, at his peril, bound ‘to ascertain that the 
owner has good right and title in the Law, and is competent to effect such 
‘manumission.” 

The duties under these Clauses are plain and sufficiently defined :—Thé 
Judge, on the one hand, is the guarantee to the Slave of his freedom; and on 
the other, the Slave has always recourse upon his Protector for the amount he 
may pay for a manumission which may prove ineffectual to him. 

The 34th Clause, which treats of the third class of manumissions, also enjoins 
‘the performance of certain duties ; it is to be observed, however, that the Com- 
mandants of quarters, are equally with the Protector called upon to discharge 
them-—and what are these duties? Not to enter into the doubtful question of 
right, or into the validity of title, but to prevent the master of a Slave from dis- 
possessing himself of a subject (incapable of earning his subsistence), without 
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entering mto-bond that the person to be so gratuitously enfranchised shall be 
properly fed, clothed, and maintained. 

hese are the Clauses treating of manumissions in this Order, in which | 
cannot discover the principle contended for by the Attorney General—viz. 
“‘ That in all cases of voluntary gratuitous manumissions, the Protector of Slaves 
is bound to inquire into the title of the master to manumit, before he suffers a 
nranumission to be executed.” 

Had the enactment even appeared to me to be at variance with the old law 
and practice, or caleulated to interfere with, or encroach upon, the rights of 
West India proprietors, although I should not have considered it in my 
power to act contrary to what appeared to be the true intent and meaning 
of the Order, I should eertainly have brought the point under your Excel- 
lIency’s consideration. , 

To an individual perusing casually the Attorney General’s remarks on the 
case of Alexander and Dinzy, it must be apparent, that the only case in which 
a loss may arise to the latent owner or mortgagee of a Slave manumitted by a 
person not vested with legal power to manumit, would be, the abstraction of 
the Slave from the Colony ; for so long as the Slave remained within this juris- 
diction, the rights of the owner or mortgagee would be effectual (notwithstand- 
ing the invalid manumission), provided the owner or mortgagee would exercise 
it. , 

In the other point of view, that is, so far as the Slave is concerned, [ cannot 
see that the principle I contend for involves consequences insecure to the Slave. 
If the person proposing to manumit docs not possess the power, any investiga- 
tion of mine could never have the effect of creating that power.—The Slave 
could not be placed in a worse situation than before, in consequence of having 
had in his possession an invalid manumission: nor would the rights of the 
true owner or mortgagee be in any manner compromised. 

I must acknowledge that it appears to me that a mere perusal of the 28th, 
29th, 30th, 31st, 32d, and 33d Clauses must carry with them the conviction that 
the precautions therein enjoined to be observed are solely intended for the pur- 

se of securing a valid manumission to the Slave in consideration of the price 
paid for it; although these precautions have also the effect of securing the pay: 
ment of the money to the person having a legal title to it. Butin the case of a 
manumission granted without any valuable consideration no such precautions are 
necessary for protecting the Slave from imposition by an invalid manumission 3 
accordingly, the 34th Clause is the only one which relates to such manumise 
sions, and the only precautions therehy enjoined to be observed are calculated 
to prevent the abandonment of a Slave incapable, through infancy, old age, 
mental or bodily infirmity, from procuring a subsistence. That these were the 
only precautions contemplated by His Majesty’s Ministers is, in my humble 
opinion, evident, as otherwise why should the Commandants of Quarters be 
invested with powers tocomplete manumissions without valuable consideration, 
while they are not vested with any power to effect those for valuable consicera- 
tion, unless a difference in the necessary formalities was contemplated. The 
reasons for such an enactment are clear. In the case of manumissions for valu- 
able consideration, a Law Officer alone could protect the Slave from imposi- 
tion ; and a Law Officer, the Protector of Slaves, alone can, by the Order in 
Council, effect such manumission. In the other case the intervention of a Law 
Officer is not requisite for the protection of the interests of the Slave, and by 
the 34th clause these manumissions can be executed before the Commandants 
of Quarters, who are capably of carrying the intentions of the Government on 
this subject into effect, as fully as the Protector of Slaves. ‘This pecyliarity of 
the 34th Clause appears to me to be an unanswerable proof of the intention of 
His Majesty’s Ministers. Of this argument in my former letter the Attorney 
General has not condescended to take any notice. 

There are circumstances connected with the case of Dinzy to which I shall 
now consider it my duty to advert. 

Alexander sold the girl to her father, John Dinzy, a needy man, a resident 
of Grenada, but then at Trinidad. ‘he price was agreed, and upon Dinzy 
viving his obligation to Alexander, payable at a distant date, the girl was deli- 
vered to her father. The consequences that ensued were natural ; and had the 
feeling of paternal love ever warmed rs heart of Alexander, he must have 
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known that the silent voice of nature would have instigated Dinzy to liberate 
his child from slavery the moment he had an opportunity. Dinzy has procured 
a manumission for his child, but whether that manumission 1s or is not valid, 
is the question now at issue between the Attorney General and myself. 

If Alexander is advised that the manumission isa nullity, why did he not 
exercise his alleged rights of ownership over the girl when she was within this 
jurisdiction? Why has he not apprehended her in Grenada as a fugitive Slave, 
falsely alleging herself to be free under a manumission obtained fraudulently by 
Dinzy from the Protector of Slaves of Trinidad? Why, in fact, does not 
Charles Alexander exercise his authority over his alleged Slave, m lieu of 
wasting his time and his substance in making complaints to your Excellency, 
which cannot be redressed while the Law exists as at present ? 

I shall conclude by endeavouring to impress upon your Excellency that it is 
my wish to discharge my duties conscientiously, and without injury to any party, 
but bound, as | am, to govern myself by what appears to me to be the true 
latent and meaning of the Order in Council, I cannot, until I receive further 
instructions, adopt the line of conduct suggested by the Attorney General. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY GLOSTER, 
Guardian of Slaves. 


His Excellency Sir Ralph J. Woodford, Bart. Governor, 
&e. &e. &c. 


No. 7. 
Sir, Downing Street, 15th August 1826. 


I HAVE received your despatch of the 25th February last, and my Under 
Secretary, Mr. Wilmot Horton, has laid before me your letter to him of the 
27th of April 1826, with its enclosures. 

I have attentively considered the arguments of the Attorney General, and of 
the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, upon the question to which the case of 
the female Slave, named Judy Dinzey, gave occasion. With reference to the 

articular case of that individual, it is not necessary for me to issue any 
Instructions. If, as it is asserted, the person by whom she was manu- 
mitted had no power to effect her manumission, she of course remains in a 
state of slavery. Her claim to freedom, like that of every other person, will, if 
necessary, be decided by the ordinary tribunals of the Colony. 

The general question, however, is of considerable importance, and is by no 
means exempt from difficulty. On the one hand, if it were always to be re- 
quired, as the condition of a voluntary manumission, that the party effecting it 
should first establish a legal title to the Slave, Iam afraid that such a rule might 
operate as avery serious impediment to the exercise of private benevolence. 
The title to any one plantation Slave is generally the same with the title to the 
rest, and usually involves the title to the land and buildings on which the Slaves 
are employed. Now, many persons may have a good title, so far as actual pos- 
session, and natural equity and justice, are concerned, who have at the same 
time very sufficient reasons for declining a critical investigation of it, according 
to the strict rules of law. It is further to be observed, that if this condition were 
imposed upon every gratuitous manumission, the party effecting it must in every 
case be required to repair to the town of Port of Spain, since the decision of 
questions of law, so difficult and important, could not safely be committed, ex- 
cept to persons habitually conversant with the principles and practice of the 
Supreme Courts. Neither can I omit to remark, that it would be scarcely 
consistent with justice, if the law, which (when the right of the Master is in 
question) is satisfied with the presumption arising out of actual possession, 
were altogether to reject that presumption, when the question regarded the 
Master's right of manumission. 

On the other hand, it is not to be denied that the emancipation of a Slave 
before the Protector, without any investigation of title, might give occasion to 
very serious embarrassments. It is unnecessary to controvert the opinion of 
the Protector, that such emancipations, unless they be effected by the real pro- 
prietor, will avail nothing in point of law. It is enough to say that they would 
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probably have a very serious and injurious effect in point of fact. It is imposé- 
sible but that a deed of manumission, passed before the proper officer, and so- 
lemnly authenticated by him, should carry with it very considerable authority. 
In the Island of Trinidad itself, and much more in neighbouring Colonies to 
which the manumitted Slave might repair, such an instrument would unavoid-. 
ably raise a very high presumption in favour of the validity of the act of manu- 
mission, and would proportionably impede, if it did not wholly defeat, the 
efforts of the real owner to re-claim his property. Yet it is plain that the deed 
of manumission would be entitled to no such authority, and ought to produce 
no such effects, if the Protector were to perform only the ministerial office of 
ascertaining the health and age of the Slave, and were altogether to decline the 
investigation of the title of the asserted owner. | | 

Under these circumstances, His Majesty's Government have deemed it-right, 
that the duty of the Protector and Guardian of Slaves, in case of voluntary 
manumissions, should henceforward be understood to be as follows : 

Whenever a Slave shall be brought before the Protector and Guardian of 
Slaves, or before the Commandant of the quarter, to be manumitted voluntarily, 
the Protector and Guardian, or Commandant, as the case may be, shall, in 
addition to the duties expressly imposed on him, by the Order in Council of the 
10th of March 1824, apply to the Registrar of Slaves, and to the Registrar of 
Deeds and Mortgages for Certificates to the following effect: To the Registrar 
of Slaves he is to apply for a certificate of the name of the person by whom 
the Slave in question was last registered as his property. To the Registrar of 
Deeds and Mortgages he is to apply for a certificate of the fact, whether by the 
Records in this office it appears that there is any mortgage or other incumbrance 
in existence, to which the Slave in question is subject. The Protector and 
Guardian, or the Commandant, as the case may be, will refuse to allow the 
voluntary manumission, in every case where it shall appear that the party pro- 

sing to effect it is not the registered owner, or where it shall appear that there 
is any mortgagee or other person having a charge upon the Slave, who is no 
consenting by himself, or: by his authorized agent, to the manumission. 

If it should appear in any case by the certificate of the Registrar of Deeds 
and Mortgages, that the person desiring to effect a voluntary manumission, has 
only a temporary interest in the Slave, and that there are other persons holding 
a future or reversionary interest, the voluntary manumission must not be 
effected without the consent of the persons holding such future interests: For 
were this permitted, the Slave being in the immediate enjoyment of liberty, 
would either quit the Colony or acquire habits of life which would disqualify 
him from returning to a state of slavery, at the expiration of the temporary 
interest of his immediate owner. Nor will the Slave sustain any real prejudice 
by such a regulation. If le possesses the means of purchasing the reversionary 
nght to his own services, the Order in Council enables him to effect a compul- 
sory manumission, as against the reversioner. If he has not those means, he 
will probably be able by honest industry to acquire them during the continuance 
of the temporary interest of the immediate owner. For the same benevolence 
which induces the immediate owner to seek the present manumission of his Slave, 
will, if it be genuine and sincere, induce him to give the Slave the present com- 
mand of his own time; even thoughthe manumission itself be not accomplished. 

You will therefore issue to the Protector and Guardian of Slaves instructions 
for his guidance, founded upon the principles explained in this despatch, and 
in conformity with them. He will be distinctly apprized that while on the one 
hand he is to apply for the certificates I have mentioned, he 1s on the other hand 
to investigate the question of title no further than as those certificates may 
explain it. Of course it was not the intention of His Majesty’s Government, 
nor is it, I conceive, the right construction of the Order in Council, that an 
act of manumission by a pretended owner, should defeat or prejudice the right 
of the real proprietor. _ With the precautions which I have pointed out, I trust 
that it will be found possible to avoid both the danger of indirectly injuring the 
real owner, and the risk of checking the exercise of private benevolence. 

The certificates from the offices of the Registrar of Slaves, and of the Regis- 
trar of Deeds and Mortgages, must be given gratuitously. : 

You will promulgate in the usual manner, for the information of the public, 
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the instructions you may give on this subject to the Protector and Guardian of. 
Slaves, and you will immediately communicate a transcript of them to me. 


I have, &c. | 
(Signed) BATHURST. 
Governor Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. 
&c. &e. &e. 
eS EE DN I TT SE TEDL IT TE ES LO EEE BT NE LEIA TELS 
No. 8. 
My Lozp, Trinidad, 12th April 1826. 


YOUR Lordship is already aware, that the Order m Council of the loth 
March 1824 provides for the admission of Slave testimony in all Courts of 
Justice, by virtue of a certificate, to be granted in the manner prescribed by the 
ate Clause, whereby the party to be adduced as evidence is declared to be suf- 

ciently instructed in the nature and obligation of an oath. | . 

And it will be within your Lordship’s recollection, that as by the Order in 
Council of the 16th September 1822, for the establishment of new Courts of 
Justice, it was declared to be competent to the Criminal Court to admit as wit- 
nesses persons not free, but otherwise competent under the law of England, it 
became one of the questions, proposed by the Committee that was formed in 
the Colony by the opponents of the Order in Council, whether the tenor of the 
g6th Clause, of the Order of 1oth March 1824, was to be considered as abro- 
gating the provision of the Order of the 16th September 1822, although that 

rovision was renewed at the conclusion of the said 36th Clause; and, upon 
férence, your Lordship was pleased to declare that it was not to be so considered. 
Nevertheless, such an explanation has from time to time been given to it in the 
Criminal Court, though only one certificate has been exhibited since the Order 
has been in force; Slaves have sometimes been received, at other times rejected ; 
and on a late occasion, however, of a very serious charge brought against a free 
black, an extremely bad subject, the rejection was the more to be regretted, as 
the Attorney General was thereupon obliged to relinquish the prosecution. 
_ When this came to thy knowledge, and I was informed by the Attorney Ge- 
neral that other trials of importance were depending, in which he expected that 
the evidence of Slaves would be mainly instrumental in bringing the offenders 
to justice, I directed that officer to prepare a Report, which should embrace the 
draft of an Order that would determine the question, until I could report the 
same to your Lordship for His Mayesty’s information; and having communi- 
cated the same to the Chief Judge, who had always considered the point as left 
in the discretion of the Court, a Proclamation was issued, in conformity with 
his Honour’s suggestions, in the terms which I have now most humbly to sub- 
mit for the King’s approval; and, in so doing, I have considered that it were 
better to remove the discretion from the Court, than to permit the continuance 
‘of a system which would always lead to argument and uncertainty, in every case 
brought before them. 

I have also felt, that unless it had been in contemplation to exclude Slave 
evidence, it could never have been intended to require, as a sine qud non, a quali- 
fication, for which the means of attaining it are totally inadequate, and which 
the Catholic clergymen will not easily grant. 1 have confined the admission of 
this description of evidence to the Criminal Courts, which is at once in unison 
with the limitation of the provisions of the Order of September 1822, and, as I 
trust, with your Lordship’s intentions. 

I cannot, however, but confirm and reiterate to your Lordship the expressions 
of the Chief Judge in support of the early adoption of measures for the instruc- 
tion of the Slave population, which, unless provided by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, together with all things thereto appertaining, will, I fear, remain disre- 
garded, as much from want of fit persons and proper establishments in the 
Colony, as from the inability of the proprietors of Slaves to procure them. 

I enclose the correspondence that took place on this occasion, 

And I have, &c. 


(Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. 


&e. &e. &e. 
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Sir, Port of Spain 3d March 1826. 


I DEEM it my duty to inform your Excellency, that on the 21st instant came 
on to be tried, before the Court forthe Trial of Criminal Prosecutions, the case 
of a free black man, named Andre Bordenave, charged with having committed 
a rape in a cane piece, on a Slave girl of a very tender age. 

The fact of the carnal knowledge was admitted by the accused, but he 
declared it to have been with the consent of the girl. 

The evidence, however, of this girl before the Court of Criminal Inquiry, 
and her immediate complaint of the injury done to her, together with other 
circumstances connected with the case, leave no room to doubt but that the 
offence was committed in a violent and forcible manner. 

At the trial, the first and the only witness to a crime which is generally 
committed in secret, was the girl herself, who, being a Slave, was objected 
to by the advocate of the accused; and after a solemn argument thereon, 
she was rejected by the Court as an incompetent witness, under the 35th 
and 36th clauses of the Order in Council of the 10th March 1824, she not 
having the certificate as mentioned in those clauses. 

I contended that, under the annexed extracts from the Orders in Council, 
and the accused being himself a free black man, that the girl was a good wit- 
ness, and ought to be examined, the accused not coming within any of the pro- 
visoes of the 36th clause ; and further, that the power granted to the Court by 
the Order in Council of the 16th September 1822, was expressly reiterated 
and delegated to it by the 36th clause of the Order in Council of the 10th 
March 1824, and that the framers of this Order had seen the difficulty attend- 
ing the rejection of Slave testimony, without the certificate mentioned in the 
35th clause, and had therefore given to the court the same power of admitting 
Slaves, as it had under the previous Order, except in those cases in which Slave 
testimony is expressly prohibited by the 36th clause. 

A case of murder by one Slave upon another is to be heard on Monday, in 
which all the witnesses to the fact are Slaves, and the suit will be dismissed on 
the same ground as that against Andre Bordenave. In most cases the witnesses 
are, as they always must be, Slaves; and were they to be totally excluded un- 
less they had the certificate alluded to, although they understood the nature 
and obligation of an oath, I am apprehensive that crimes would increase, and 
that offenders would escape punishment altogether. | 

I also submit the impossibility of a compliance with the 35th clause, within 
any limited time; it must be the work of years, and dependant principally 
upon ministers and teachers, which we have not beyond what are only and 
absolutely necessary for the towns of the island, and even then insufficient. 

The obtaining of these certificates must therefore be a work of time and 
instruction. 

Under these circumstances I have the honour to submit, for the considera- 
tion of your Excellency, the draft of a Proclamation in the name of the King, 
by which, if you approve thereof, the doubts entertained by the Courts as to 
the admission of Slave testimony will be removed, justice will thereby be more 
certainly administered, and offenders will not escape with impunity. 


I have, &c. : 
(Signed) HENRY FULLER, Attorney General. 


‘ 


Extract from the 36th Clause of the Order in Council of the 10th March 
18:24. | 


PROVIDED always, that nothing herein contained shall extend to take away y,. wnder the Order 
or diminish any power and authority which any Court of Criminal Jurisdic- in Council 16th Sept. 
tion in the said Colony now hath, to admit in any case the evidence of persons '®?* 
being in a state of slavery. : i 
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Extract from the 14th Clause of the Order in Council of the 16th September 
| | 1822. | 


_ PROVIDED also, that in all Criminal Cases it shall be in the discretion of 
the Court in which any charge is depending, to admit as witnesses persons not 
free, who in other respects would be competent, according tov the Law of Eng- 
Jand, to give evidence in such cases. 


TRINIDAD. | | . 
= | By the King.—A Proclamation. 


WHEREAS doubts have arisen as to the authority of the Courts of this 
Island to receive the testimony of persons being in a state of slavery, unless 
they hold the certificate mentioned in the 35th clause of the Royal Order in 
Council of the 10th day of March, 1824; with reference therefore to the 
latter part of the 14th clause of the Order in Council of the 16th day of Sep- 
tember, 1622, and the latter part of the 36th clause of the Order in Council 
of the 10th day of March, 1824, and in order to remove all such doubts, we 
do hereby declare, that in all and every case (excepting those in which the evi- 
dence of Slaves is expressly prohibited to be received, as declared in the said 
36th clause of the said Order in Council), all Courts in the said Island are 
authorized and commanded to admit in any case, civil or criminal, the evi- 
dence of’ persons being in a state of slavery: Provided always, nevertheless, 
that every such person so tendered as a witness shall have been baptized, and 
shall upon oath declare, to the satisfaction of the Court, as to his or her belief 
and understanding of the nature and obligation of an oath, according to the 
Law of England in such cases ; and, provided always, that the credibility of 
any such witness be matter for the consideration and determination of the 
Court. | 


Sir, Government House, 3d March 1826. 

I LOSE no time in transmitting to you the enclosed Report from the 
Attorney General, upon a construction that has been given by the Court of 
Criminal Trial, to the 35th and 36th clauses of the Order in Council of the 
10th March 1824, touching the admission of Slave evidence in offences brought 
before that Court, and the rejection of which, it is apprehended, will tend to 
facilitate the escape of criminals. — 
' I cannot but advert to the provision made by the Order in support of the 

rovisions of the 14th clause of the Order of the 16th September 1822, 
establishing the Court, and to the explanation given by His Majesty’s Secretar 
of State of the 11th September 1824, of which you have been informed. All 
these concur in admitting, in certain cases and under certain provisions, as 
evidence, persons in a state of slavery. Of this explanation I transmit a copy. 

I therefore am desirous of receiving your Honour’s Report of the matter, and 
‘if, you should concur in opinion with the Attorney General, that you would be 
pleased to signify your approbation of the draft of the Proclamation that has 
been prepared by that officer, or so amend it 4s may be deemed by you to be 
expedient. | | 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 


. The Hon. Ashton Warner, H. M. Chief Judge. 


Sir, Belmont, 4th March 1826. 


__I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter 
of the 3d instant, transmitting the Attorney General's Report upon the con- 
struction that has been given by the Court of Criminal Trial, to the 35th and 
36th clauses of the Order in Council of the 10th March 1824, respecting the 
admission of Slave evidence in offences brought before the Court ; and express- 
ing your desire of receiving my Report in this matter ; and, if I should concur 
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in opinion with the Attorney General, requiring me to signify my: approbation 
of the draft of the Proclamation that has been prepared by that officer, or so 
amend it, as J might think expedient. | 

It has always appeared to me that in the commencement of the 36th clause, 
of the Order of the 10th of March 1824, the general principle of law is 
recognized that Slaves are incompetent witnesses, and that the primary and chief 
object of that clause was to remove any such objection to their competency, 
s0 soon as they should have been found sufficiently instructed to understand 
the nature and obligation of an oath, of which proof should be afforded by the 
production of the certificate, for which provision is made in the 35th clause, 
excepting however in cases of civil actions, in which the owner may be directly 
concerned, or in any case in which a white person may be charged with any 
offence punishable with death, in which latter cases, Slaves are still incompetent 
witnesses, even though the certificate be produced ; Then follow two provisoes, 
the first declaring that nothing therein declared should extend to take away or 
diminish the authority of any Court, to admit in any case the evidence of per- 
sons being ina state of slavery ; the second, that no Slave shall be a competent 
witness, in any case in which such Slave would be incompetent if of free 
condition. : | 

It is unnecessary for me to refer your Excellency to the preamble of this 
order, as expressive of His Majesty’s intentions in its promulgation, or to remind 
your Excellency that no person of whatever condition can be received as a 
competent witness, who is not capable of understanding and appreciating the 
obligation by which he binds himself to speak the truth; and as the 35th 
clause of the Order of the 10th March 1824, provides the surest means of 
ascertaining the competency of Slaves in this respect, in the estimation of those 
whom the law considers best qualified to judge, it has been my opinion that 
admitting the Court to have the fullest discretion to receive the testimony of 
Slaves, or to reject it, such discretion is best exercised by requiring the certificate, 
and rejecting the evidence unless it be produced. By this course, it seems to 
me, that we best give effect to the intentions of His Majesty’s Government in 
the promulgation of the Order, and enforce the observance of a clause, which 
will otherwise, I fear, for ever remain a dead letter. J am not aware in what 
manner the Court can with justice or consistency, exercise the discretion given 
to it, than, either by receiving the evidence in all cases, leaving the Court solely 
to judge of its credibility ; or rejecting it in all cases without the certificate. 

If you should be of opinion with the Attorney General, that the latter course 
should be pursued, I think the question of competency should no longer be 
left discretionary with the Court; with this view I beg to submit to your Excel- 
lency the draft which I have prepared; that of the Attorney General not 
appearing to me sufficiently full and explanatory. In the event of your Excel- 
lency’s adopting this Order, however, I beg to suggest the propriety of a 
recommendation to His Majesty’s Ministers that measures should be taken, with 
as little delay as possible, to qualify the Slaves under the provisions of the 35th 
clause of the Order, and to prohibit the Court from receiving, after a period to 
be limited, the testimony of Slaves in any case without the certificate. I think, 
moreover, that the invidious distinction in favour of white persons, when 
charged with any offence punishable with death should be done away with. _ 

I beg to return the Attorney General’s Report, in compliance with your 
desire, 

And have, &e. be 0 ee 

| (Signed) ASHTON WARNER. 

His Excellency the Governor, | 
&e. &e. &c. 
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By his Excellency Sir Ralph James Woodford, Bart. Governor and 


Commander-in-Chief in and over the said Island and its dependen- 
cies, Vice-Admiral of the same, &c. &c. 


A Proclamation. 


_ WHEREAS by the 14th clause of the Order of His Majesty in Council, 
bearing date the 16th September 1822, providing for the more speedy adminis- 
tration of justice in criminal offences committed in this Island, it was amongst 
other things provided, that in all criminal cases it should be in the discretion of 
the Court in which any charge was depending, to admit as witnesses persons 
not free, who in other respects, would be competent according to the law of 
England to give evidence in such cases. And whereas, by the 35th clause of 
the Order of His Majesty in Council, bearing date the 10th March 1824, pro- 
viding for the religious instruction of the Slaves in this Island, and for the 
improvement of their condition, it was ordered, that every Clergyman of the 
Established Church of England, and every Minister of the Church of Scotland, 
and every Priest or Minister professing the Roman Catholic Religion in the 
said Island, and every other person being a public teacher of religion within the 
said Island, should, and was thereby authorised to transmit or deliver under his 
hand to the Commandant of the quarter in which he might be resident, certifi- 
cates setting forth the names or name, and places or place of abode of any Slaves 
or Slave, who, in the judgment and belief of the party so certifying, might be 
sufficiently instructed in the principles of religion to understand the nature and 
obligation of an oath, and that the Commandants of the several quarters in the 
said Island should, and they were thereby required to transmit such certificates 
‘to the Protector and Guardian Slaves, who should, and was thereby required to 
register the same in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, therein stating 
the date of every such certificate, and the name and place of abode of the person 
by whom the same might have been granted, and of every Slave mentioned and 
included therein, subject however to a proviso, whereby it was declared, that 
no Priest, Minister, or public teacher of Religion, not being a Clergyman of 
the Church of England, or a Minister of the Kirk of Scotland should be com- 
tent to grant any such certificate, unless His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for the Department of the Colonies, or the Governor or Acting Governor 
for the time being of, this Island. of Trinidad should have granted to such 
priest, minister, or public teacher, a licence in writing to grant such certificates, 
and unless such licence should be in force, and have been first registered at the 
office of the said Protector of Slaves. And by the 36th clause of the same Order, 
it was further ordered, that no person should thenceforth be rejected as 
a witness, or considered as incompetent to give evidence in any Court of Civil 
or Criminal Justice in the said Island, by reason of his or her being in a state 
of slavery, if the person or persons producing or tendering him or her as a wit~ 
ness should produce or exhibit to the Court a certificate under the hand of 
the said Protector and Guardian of Slaves, that such proposed witness is re- 
gistered in the before-mentioned book. And the said Protector of Slaves was 
thereby required to grant without fee or reward to any person making applica- 
tion for the same, a certificate of the fact, whether any such proposed witness was 
or was not registered in the said book; subject nevertheless to a proviso, whereby 
it was declared, that no person being in a state of slavery should be admitted to 
give evidence in any civil suit or action in which his or her owner was directly 
concerned, or in any case were any white person might be charged with, or pro- 
secuted for any offence, punishable with death; and to a proviso, whereby it 
was declared, that nothing therein contained should extend to take away or 
diminish any power or authority which any Court of Criminal Jusisdiction in 
the said Colony, then had to admit in any case the evidence of persons being 
a state of slavery. And toa further proviso, whereby it was declared, that 
nothing therein contained should extend or be construed to extend to render 
any Slave a competent witness in any case in which such Slave would be incom- 
petent to give evidence if he or she were of free condition. 
And whereas doubts have arisen whether under the said recited clauses of the 
said Order of His Majesty in Council of the 10th March 1824, the discretion 
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given to the Court by the said in part recited clause of the said Order of the. 


16th September 1822, to admit as witnesses in all Criminal Cases persons 
not free, who in other respects would be competent according to the law of 
England, has not in fact been limited, and very considerably diminished by the 
said Order of the 10th March 1824. And whereas it appears to be necessary, 
not only, that such doubts should be entirely removed, but that the admissibility 
of the testimony of Slaves as competent witnesses should be ascertained and deter- 
mined: Be it therefore, and it 1s hereby ordered, that no person shall henceforth be 
rejected as a witness, or be considered as incompetent to give evidence inany Court 
of Criminal Justice in the said Island, by reason of him or her being in a state of 
slavery, if such person would in other respects be a competent witness, if of free 
condition according to the Law of England; and that the production of a cer- 
tificate under the provisions of the 35th and 36th clauses of the said Order in 
Council of the 10th March 1824, shall in no case whatsoever be necessary to 
render such person a competent witness. 

Provided always, that no Slave shall be admitted to give evidence in any case 
whatsoever, either with or without such certificate in any Civil Suit or Action 
in which his or her owner is directly concerned, or in any case wherein any 
white person may be charged with or prosecuted for any offence punishable with 
death, any thing contained in this Order, or the said Order of the 22d Septem- 
ber 1822, and the 10th March 1824, in any respect notwithstanding. | 

And it is hereby further ordered, that if any Slave who shall be received and 
duly sworn as a witness in any of the Courts of the said Island, shall be con- 
victed of giving false testimony, such Slave shall be subject to all the pains and 
penalties provided by the law for the prevention and punishment of perjury. 

Given under my hand, and the great seal of the Island, at Government 
House, in the town of Port of Spain, this 6th day of March, and in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six. | 


(..s.) (Signed) RALPH JAMES WOODFORD. 


“A 


By his Excellency’s Command, 


(Signed) FREDERICK HAMMETT, 
Acting Secretary. 


No. 9. 


Sir, Downing Street, 22d June 1826. 


I HAVE received your despatch of the 12th April last, enclosing a 
‘Proclamation issued by yourself with the advice of your Council, for explaining 
the Orders of the King in Council, of 16th September 1822, and of the 10th 
March 1824, respecting the admissibility of the evidence of Slaves. 

I observe, that the Chief Justice of ‘Trinidad is of opinion, that admitting the 
Court of Criminal Trial to have the fullest discretion to admit the evidence of 
Slaves or to reject it, such discretion is best exercised by requiring the Certificate 
mentioned in the Order of the 10th March 1824, and rejecting the evidence 
unless it be produced, and I perceive that the Court has acted upon this 
opinion. 

Without wishing to derogate from the respect due to every judicial decision 
of the Chief Justice, I cannot avoid expressing my surprize and regret, that he 
should have adopted such a construction of the Orders in Council. The 
undoubted meaning, and as | should have conceived the only reasonable inter- 
pretation of those Orders, was, that Slaves producing the certificate would be 
admissible witnesses in all cases, and that Slaves not producing the certificate 
would be admitted or rejected according to a sound discretion to be exercised 
by the Court on a careful consideration of each particular case. But the Chief 
Justice entirely disclaims the exercise of any such discretion, and thus, as it 
would seem, virtually annuls this part of the Order of the King in Council of 
September 1822. 

However inconvenient the consequences of this decision may have been, I 
cannot approve the course you have adopted to remove them. The Proclama- 
tion which you have transmitted is directly at variance with the terms of the 
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Royal Order, and the King cannot recognize any authority in the Governor and 
Council of Trinidad, to revoke or alter an Order made by His Majesty with the 
advice of his Privy Council. 

. When the Order in Council of March 1824 was promulgated, some Procla- 
mations explanatory of its meaning were issued by you under my immediate 
direction, and in consideration of the novelty and urgency of the occasion, His 
Majesty was pleased to sanction that mode of proceeding, however, apparently 
inconsistent with general constitutional principles. But it was always the 
intention of His Majesty’s Government, that this concession should not be 
drawn into a precedent, but that your Proclamations should be embodied in a 
new Order in Council, which would terminate every question respecting their 
legal validity and effect. You are apprized of the reasons which have hitherto 
prevented the execution of this purpose, but I hope to be able shortly to 
transmit to you an Order of the King in Council, embodying all the provisions 
of the Order of the 10th of March 1824, with the amendments and explanations 
it has since received, and in the new Order provision will be made for setting 
at rest the question now raised by the Chief Justice of the Colony. 


I have, &c. 
| (Signed) BATHURST. 
Governor Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. 
&e. &c. &e. 


No. 10. 


My Lorp, Trinidad, 27th August 1826. 


J HAVE had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s dispatch of the 22d 
June, by which I regret to find that the Proclamation issued by me on 
the admission of Slave Evidence in Criminal Prosecutions has not received your 
Lordship’s approbation, from its appearing to your Lordship to be at variance 
with the terms of the Royal Order, which could only be altered or revoked by 
the like authority. 

Had this Proclamation appeared to me in a similar light, 1 beg leave to assure 
your Lordship, that I should certainly have abstained from the assumption of a 

ower which I[ am well aware would be irregular as well as indecorous, and which 
i have carefully avoided, as your Lordship will have observed from the various 
Orders in Council from time to time proposed by me, some of which are still 
under your Lordship’s consideration. 

I trust therefore that I shall stand acquitted of any intention of presuming 
to make enactments in Law, contrary to the tenor of the declared pleasure of 
His’ Majesty. . 

I will beg of your Lordship permission to observe, that the purport of the 
Proclamation in question was, in my view, nothing more than the application 
of the provisions of the Royal Order of the 22d September 1822, to the Royal 
Order of the 10th March 1824. 

The proviso in this last Order for saving and continuing the authority of the 
ath Clause of the Order of September 1822, being only recited in terms more 
positive and directory, so as to bring the application of the Law within the 
view which your Lordship’s despatch before and now again explains, and there- 
fore intended to support, certainly not to oppose, any of the provisions of either 
of the Orders of His Majesty; but having previously received your Lordship's 
interpretation of the Clause, I considered that a public declaration of it, for the 
purpose of setting at rest the irregularities of the practice, would only have been 
in accordance with the previous measures adopted on this occasion, and was in 
itself justified by the urgency of the case, as the Attorney General represented. 

Had I not been aware of your Lordship’s reading of this Clause, I should of 
course have first referred the matter for your Lordship’s instructions. 

I have, &c. 
' (Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. | 


&e. &c. &ec. 
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No. Ll. 


My Lerp,. . | Frinidad, 26th April 1826. 

SINCE the formation of a Savings Bank for Slaves, numerous applications 
have been received from free persons to be admitted to the benefit thereof, and 
as such an establishment may be reasonably expected to be productive of good 
effects among a class of persons who at present are confessedly extremely im- 
provident, I have submitted to the Council, that a general Savings Bank should 
be established, the deposits being placed in the Colonial Treasury, and the de- 
positors allowed the legal interest of 6 per cent.; and the Council recommend 
that your Lordship would be pleased to obtain the sanction of His Majesty 
in Council to such an establishment, pledging the revenue of the Colony for 
the amount deposited, and charging it with the interest, and authorising such 
rules as your Lordship may think fit to recommend, or that the Governor in 
Council may hereafter proclaim and transmit for His Majesty’s approval or 
disallowance. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 


The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G. 


&e. &c. &c. 


No. 12. 
SIR, Downing Street, 18th July 1826. 


I HAVE received your despatch of the 26th April last, and I approve of the 
formation of a general Savings Bank, on the understanding that it will be in 
every respect common to free persons and Slaves. 

_ You will, therefore, with the consent of your Council, pass an ordinance for 
this purpose, directing that the deposits be placed in the Colonial Treasury, 
which shall be pledged for the amount, the legal interest of 6 per cent. being 
allowed to the depositors. With regard to the regulations which should be 
adopted for the management of a common Savings Bank, I am unable, under 
the difference of circumstances in a West Indian community, to do more than 
recommend generally to your attention the Acts which have been successively 
passed by the British Legislature, for the purpose of effecting the improve- 
ments which experience suggested in the management of Savings Ranks. bo 

of these Acts have been already transmitted for your information. 


1 have, &c. | 
(Signed) BATHURST. 
Governor Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. 
&e. &e. &e. 


No. 13. 


Estract from a Letter from Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. Governor of 
Trinidad, to R. W. Horton, Esq. dated 27th April 1826. 


YOUR letter of the goth March, desiring me to furnish you, by return of 
post, with a report of any practical didicultiek in the execution of the Order in 
Council of 10th March 1824, for Lord Bathurst's information, I will endeavour 
to comply with, as well as my means and the shortness of time permit. { will 
first go over the Order. 

The 5 first clauses do not require observation; but I think the Protector 
should not be allowed to act in his profession, if a barrister. ' 

Clause 6.—Protector should be declared a magistrate only in all the quarters. 

8.—Protector cannot attend all trials in which offences against the person of 
a Slave are tried, or Slave property may be questioned : it should be limited to 
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‘such ‘actions as are cognizable in the principal courts held in the Island, and 
be discretionary in the Protector to attend. 

10.—Eight o’clock on Saturday night, and four o'clock on Monday morning . 
would be better hours than those of sun-set and sun-rise, and which trench un- 
necessarily on the master’s wants. 

The restriction on Slaves working on Sundays for hire were better removed, 
as it is easily and generally evaded. Though it has not been common, for 
some years past, to see Slave mechanics working in town on Sundays as for-- 
merly; and until there be instruction for them, they are best at work. 

11 —Requires revision, being confused : proposed on 7th May 1824, in dis- 
patch (separate) No. 545. 

12.—1 think the Demerara alteration, of the night instead of the 24 hours as 
‘the time to elapse previous to punishment, an improvement. 

15.—Returns of punishments should not be oftener than twice a year ; per- 
haps once would be sufficient after a probationary period, They are much re- 
‘duced here, and I think a December return would be enough. 

19.—Commandant to swear before his neighbour, and report those that omit 
to appear before him. To sick persons more time should be allowed. 

21.—Has been generally objected to in a legal point of view. On this clause, 
see enclosure to Dispatch No. 580. 7 

22.—The Slave desirous of marrying should apply to the master, and, in 
case of his refusal, to the Magistrate, who could do the needful. But the 
propriety of these marriages is very doubtful, and I think they should be re- 
commended by the clergy when the parties are fit. The people are decidedly 
averse to them. 

25, 26.—Slaves might be permitted to commute a corporal punishment for a 
money payment, if they were possessed of an investment in the Savings Bank ; 

! _ and Magistrates might be authorised to make order for such payment, with no- 
| tice to the Protector. Interest might be 6 per cent. 


27.— Restricts the weekly deposits, but without compelling Slaves to account 
for any large sum of money carried to the Protector for manumission. 
29, 30.—Alterations suggested in October 1824, transmitted in despatch, 
No. 580, still required. 
| 31.—The money might he paid at once before the Judge. 
j See this Correspond- = 33. great doubt arises upon the obligation of the Protector to inquire 
| Seer uennice Giaes into the validity of private manumissions, which should be determined. 
| _—-—*eceived. 34.—This is evaded, as regards infants, by having them registered as free in 
the Church Register when baptized. 
| 35.—The validity of this clause must depend on the extent of the establish- 
ment afforded for this object. 
36.—See proclamation of the 6th of March last. 
41, 42.—The fines in these clauses are much tvo heavy, and the punish- 
ments for a second offence are unreasonably menacing. 
| Now as to practical difficulties, as far as I know them. The first in order is 
| the prohibition of Sunday’s labour. Potting sugar is now become a voluntary 
act: the people that choose to attend get, what all got formerly, a good lump 
i of the sugar. This indulgence is now not given to them who do not proffer 
| their assistance. Working in their grounds is common to all industrious ne- 
groes on the Sunday ; but the idle avoid it, and by some masters are not forced 
to it. Hiring themselves out is common to negroes on Sundays: the driver, 
boiler, or some chief, hire others in their grounds on Sundays, and in the week 
! days they hire free people. 
| It becomes a practical difficulty when the smaller planters are so situated as 
| to be deficient in energy to repress the violence of turbulent women, and are, 
| perhaps, unable to keep the Record Book. All complain of the time lost by 
the use of the stocks, and the postponement of punishments to the men. But 
some of the planters, that were most averse to the Order, among the foreigners, 
| have acknowledged to me that their apprehensions had not been followed by 
' any results. All, however, admit that it requires great patience to bear with 
| the provoking tongues and noise of the women. The commitments to the 
| gaol of this class are for that particular offence, and I think it certainly creates 
| the greatest difficulty. 
_ In other points 1 beg to refer to my despatches, particularly those of 545, 
580, 662. 
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I entreat of his Lordship to render the returns as rare as possible; and I 
hope that, considering the responsibility attaching to the due keeping of the 
Record Book, a return at Christmas of the entries in the course of the year will 
be sufficient. 

The Protector sends me a Report, which I enclose. I have also received a 
note from the Chief Judge, Mr. Warner, which I copy, and forward likewise. 

Since closing my letter, I have received the accompanying communication 
from the Attorney General. 


Extract from a Letter from Mr. Warner to Sir Ralph Woodford, dated 
| 27th April 1826. 


THE question of the foreign Slaves, has occupied so much of my con- 
sideration since I received your letter, that I have not time to enter into the 
consideration of the Slave order: some few difficulties have occurred in 
practice, which | will take an early opportunity of stating to your Excellency ; 
but I cannot say, that I think the case which has been the subject of com- 
munication from the Attorney General and the Protector of Slaves to be one of 
them. Such a case will probably never occur again, and I think any direction 
to the Protector of Slaves, in respect of voluntary manumissions, had better be 
avoided, as tending to throw an impediment in the way of manumission. If 
the Protector was directed in all cases, to refuse the execution of a deed of 
manumission, unless the party manumitting produced a good title to the Slave 
intended to be manumitted, the consequence, I am satisfied would be, that many 
difficulties would arise, and complaints of refusal occur, and that no reasonable 
objection can be made to the law as it stands upon this head. 

_ The principal practical difficulties that have occurred, have arisen upon 
questions of evidence, and some of the formalities in the manumission clauses 
may, I think, be avoided, and much trouble be thereby saved. I think also, 
the money intended to be applied in the purchase of manumission, ought, in 
the first instance, to be deposited in the Savings Bank: this would afford to 
the proprietor a fair opportunity of objecting to the deposit, in case he should 
have any valid objection to make. 7 


Remarks upon the Order of the 25th March 1826. 


14th and 15th Clauses. -UNDER these, a difficulty arises, when a manager 
or overseer removes from an estate between the periods of the quarterly returns : 
these are may be compelled to swear to their returns previous to their 
removal, 

16.—Sometimes ineffectual for the above reason, the successor not being 
competent to take the oath required. | | 

29.—This Clause enables “‘ any Stave to purchase the freedom of himself, 
or of his or her wife or husband, &c.” The words “ any person,’ would more 
effectually promote the object of this part of the Order. 

Under this Clause, Slaves have experienced some delay in obtaining their 
freedom, when their owners have been willing to receive their value. This 
delay 18 occasioned by the insertion of a notice in the Gazette during three 
successive publications, while a summary proceeding might be had recourse to 
‘1 many cases: as for instance, where the interests of minors, married women, 
lunatics, or idiots, are affected, their persons may be represented by their legal 
guardians. Individuals also, who may demand a price above the presumed 
value of the Slave, may also be directed to appear, on a short notice, to name 
a appraiser, and the appraisement may proceed as directed by the thirtieth 


clause, 
(Signed) HENRY GLOSTER, Guardian of Slaves. 


3 Y 


They should be given 
to the Slaves, and a 
copy enrolled in the 
Protector’s Office. 
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Extract, &c. &c. &c. | 
Port of Spain, 27th April, 1826: 


THE time allowed me to answer your Excellency’s note, is so short, that 

I can only give a very insufficient answer thereto. 
- 6.—The Protector of Slaves being declared to be a Magistrate, he should 
exercise the power vested in him to punish any false or unfounded complaint, 
instead of sending the Slave who has made an unfounded complaint to his 
owner, who then punishes him for the same, the Slave is then under the im- 
pression that he 1s punished, not for having made an unfounded complaint, 
but for having made a complaint, whether just or false. , 

9.—His Majesty hath not made any provision for the religious instruction 
of the Slaves in Trinidad. 

16.—The returns should be permitted to be made half-yearly, from the 
trouble and difficulty in making them quarterly, and no good results from the 
same being made quarterly. | 
_ 21.—Under this clause, the Protector of Slaves instituted a criminal prose- 
cution in the name of the King, and it was dismissed because it was not 
instituted by the Attorney General, although it is declared that the Protector 
shall conduct all prosecutions under this clause. It therefore wants ex- 
planation. 

33 to 34.—The same rules in respect to freedom that are prescribed in the 
33d clause, ought to be extended to the cases of freedom mentioned in the 
34th clause, for the reasons already submitted by the Attorney General to the 
Governor. 

35.—The objects of this clause never can be effected until His Majesty pro- 
vides for the religious instruction of the Slaves, although it is so necessary to 
the well-being of the Slaves; and the end and object of the Government is, 
that the Slaves should be afforded the benefit of religious instruction, without 
which it is impossible to suppose that they can ever be improved in their 
moral condition, proved as it 1s by there being only four Slaves, out of twenty- 
three thousand, possessing these certificates ; and which, when obtained, should 
be given to the liaves themselves, as a proof of their religious and moral cha- 
racter, and not to be deposited in the office of the Protector. 

36.—The word white in this clause to be altered by substituting the word 
“< free,” there being no difference in the opinion of the Attorney General as to 
the effect of the evidence to be given between a white and a free coloured 

rson. : | 
P41 criminal prosecutions under this Order should be instituted, tried, 
and determined in the same manner as all other criminal prosecutions in the 
Island. 

By the promulgation of the Proclamation of the 6th March last, a great 
object has been attained in the better administration of justice. 

The Order of the 10th March 1824, with the exception of these remarks, 
appears to have produced the effects the Government intended. | 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY FULLER. 
No. 14. 
My Lorp, Trinidad, 27th April 1826. 


ADVERTING to the Rules formerly transmitted for the Savings Bank for 
Slaves, I have the honour to submit an additional Rule for your Lordship’s 


sanction. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) _ RALPH WOODFORD. 
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. 


&e. &ce. &c. 


TRINIDAD. 59 


Additional Rule for Savings Banks. 
Addition to Rule the 11th. 


WHEN depositors are desirous of withdrawing their deposits, a communi- 
cation will be immediately made from the Branch to the General Bank, in order 
that the Treasurer may be prepared to meet the demand. 

Whenever repayments are made to depositors by the Country Receivers, 
attestation to the repayment must be certified by some public officer, such as 
the Curate, the Treasurer of the Quarter, or some respectable inhabitant of the 


district. 
| (Signed) RALPH WOODFORD, Governor. 
Government House, 8th April 1826. _ | 


-_ 


No. 15. 


Sir, | Downing Street, 5th July 1826. 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 27th April last, 


and I have to convey to you my sanction of the additional rule which accom- 
panied it for regulating the Savings Banks. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) BATHURST. 
Governor Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. 
; &e. &e. &c. 


No. 16. 


Extract from a Dispatch from Sir R. Woodford, Bart, to R. W. Horton, 
| _ sq. dated 3d July 1826. 


Trinidad, 3d July 1826. 

HAVING lately visited those quarters of the Island in which the principal 
part of the cultivation is carried on in canes, I apprised the Commandants that 
I would receive any communication personally from the Planters, on any prac- 
tical difficulties experienced by them in executing the Order in Council of the 
10th March 1824, and that I would visit any of the estates on which the con- 
duct of the gangs might, in the opinion of the proprietors, render a communi- 
cation from me beneficial. | 

I have now the satisfaction of acquainting you, for the information of Earl 
Bathurst, that I found the negroes generally conducting themselves well; the 
exceptions were among the females, and the complaints, as regards the work of 
estates, were, on the part of the masters, rare; from the Slaves I received none. 
I found task work adopted wherever it could be introduced, and though there 
is sometimes difficulty with an obstinate or a careless labourer, in requiring him 
to make good a task imperfectly performed, the advantages are in general so 
great as to be admitted by all as affording great relief to Master as well as Slave, 
In carrying on the cultivation of the Country. 

The difficulties represented to arise out of the Order are three, of which the 
last is the more general : 

1. Delay in attendance at work in the morning. | 

2. Loss of time between the commission and punishment of an offence. 

3. Control of the female Slaves. 

To explain the first, 1 may observe, that it was formerly usual to give the 
morning signal for work, by the sound of the driver’s whip, and though one 
might suppose the abolition of so odious a custom to have been a welcome im- 
provement, it is certain that the Slaves pay but little attention to. the signals 
now substituted of bells, horns, and shells. Their inattention in this respect 
becomes extremely irksome, and is stated to be seriously felt on small estates. 

Second. The delay fixed by the Law, between the time at which a Slave 
commits an offence, meriting a punishment beyond three lashes, and the hour 
at which the Law permits his master so to punish him, is represented as re- 
quiring, to prevent his absconding, the confinement of the prisoner in the in- 
terim, during which period his Jabour necessarily becomes lost to the estate. 
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Third. The women are every where complained of as having become much 
more refractory and licentious than they were wont to be; two recent instances 
of extreme violence were reported to me, but the offenders had already been 
either punished or forgiven. — 

I did not learn that in any instance the power of the master had been em- 
ployed to the full extent of the Law towards the females ; this want of energy 
appeared to be attributable to the loss of labour which attends the punishment 
of this class in serious offences, and in minor cases to an unwillingness to be at 
the trouble of placing them in confinement. 

I have no reason to doubt of the Order in Council being carried into effect 
throughout the Colony, except as regards Sunday jabour in the negro gardens ; 
and, so long as there are but such scanty and widely scattered means of instruc- 
tion, these infringements may, I submit, be passed over. It does not preclude 
those that live in the vicinity of a Church from attending the early service, 
which best suits their habits. 

I am, upon the whole, induced to think, that if the minds of the Planters 
were to be no longer agitated by discussions, each of which creates fresh alarms, 
that they would gradually become less disposed to attribute to the operation of 
the Order in Council every inconvenience occurring in the management of their 
properties. 


No. 17. 


Extract from a Despatch from Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. to Earl Bathurst, 
dated 8th July 1826. 


I AVAIL myself of the opportunity to suggest to your Lordship the pro- 
priety of investing the Protector with a power of examining the Returns, and of 
requiring the parties to attend to his instructions ; and where a punishment a 

ears illegal, that he should have a power of interference. In the Record 
Books the ages of the Slaves might, I submit, be advantageously required, and 
it should be an obligation on all to keep the Record in the shape of columns. 


- 


No. 18. : 


Extract of a Letter from Sir Ralph Woodford, addressed to R. W. Horton, 
Esq. dated Trinidad, 26th February 1827. 


AN opportunity having been afforded me of obtaining accurate information 
of the comparative disposition of the Spanish Peons to i has and zdleness, and 
that upon an extensive number and a work upon which they were certain of 
their pay in cash, I enclose a statement of the days worked by this class at the 
new barracks, for the year 1825, which I trust may be useful. 
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A STATEMENT showing the average of days worked during each month of the 
year 1825 by Free Labourers employed on the works at St. James’s. 


Number of F 
Number of Nowmbecut working days jAverage num- 
1825. free persons | days they parting - rr pet alae = Remarks. 
employed. worked. Sundays and 
Festivals. 
January ........ 133 1,900 26 | 
February. ...... 144 2,226 23 These labourers were the 
March......... 140 2,252 27 discharged soldiers, all 
ADM iscses ese 161 2,242 25 Spanish Peons, and 
ined cettweeeees es aid = ee conte be- 
une : come y purchase, 
7 UY esc ceuews ye 2,300 26 strap Ribgag worked in 
UZUSt. 0.0.2 2,234 27 ut the same propor-* 
pai aga ieeaies a : 1,699 26 tion, but the free trades- 
CtODEr 2. cece 00 1,197 26 people, who are a bet-: 
November ...... 77 954 26 ter class, were more re- 
December... .... 59 707 26 gular in their attend- 


: SS ance. 
1,565 22,427 
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No. 19. 


Extract from a Despatch from Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. to 
R. W. Horton, Esq. dated Trinidad, 26th Feb. 1827. 


SINCE I transmitted a letter from Mr. Peschier, who under my tribunal ad- 
ministers an Estate sequestered for a debt to the Crown, I find, to my satisfaction, 
that he does not altogether object to task-work, but to the giving out the task 
by the whole day, which he finds induces over-exertion by the people without 
due care of themselves in going in to their meals, &c.; he has therefore written 
to me the enclosed explanation, adding some details of work. 


Sir, | Carapechaima Hall, 9th February 1827. 

I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s second note relative to 
the task work, I found, as I stated to your Excellency in December last, that the 
continued daily task was very prejudicial to the negroes’ health. We now have 
scarcely any sick, and we had, before I changed the mode of a daily task, a great 
many in hospital. ‘The following is a statement of the manner I now work 
the gang of this estate, and my own: I divide the day in three, and a cer- 
tain proportion of work allotted in the proportion of the periods of work, viz. 
three hours before breakfast, three before dinner, and four after dinner. By this 
arrangement they have their usual hours for meals, and the interval of 
rest at noon; without which I found that they would have sunk under the effect 
of an exertion that was beyond their physical strength. ‘This plan also enables me 
to have the work apportioned according to the abilities of the people, and by 
making two gangs, and either personally, or my head overseer, inspecting the 
work to be performed previous to giving out, we are enabled to give such a task 
as I know can be performed, viz. 

Cutlassing Bushland.—A man or strong woman cleans from five to seven 
thousand superficial feet; merely cutting down the brush). 

Cutlassing Plantain Walk or Grass—From two thousand five hundred to 
three thousand feet superficial, sometimes less, according to quality of grass. 

Lining for Cane holes.—This cannot be tasked. 

Holing land to receive plants.—In the manner this work is performed on this, 
and my own estate, merely loosening the soil, each person can prepare from 160 
to 170 holes. 

Planting Canes.—Each Negro from 320 to 340 holes, the plants furnished by 
people appointed for that purpose cannot be tasked, more or less according to 
the distance they have to carry them from the range to the interior of the field. 

Weeding young plants first time.—From 130 to 150 cane stools, this work 
varies as to the nature of the soil, and more or less grass, and also in the state of 
the weather, if in aclay soil and bad weather itis less than 130, often so low as 110. 

Weeding plants second time.—From 180 to 200, this varies also as to the 
state of the soil and weather. 

Stripping Canes.—From 350 to 400 cane stools. . 

Cutting Canes.—Each person to give from 300 to 350 gallons of liquor, this 
depends on the quality of the canes. 

Carrying Canes by crooks or carts.—Cannot be tasked. 

Relieving Rattoons.—300 cane stools each person. . 

Weeding Rattoons, first time.—From 200 to 250 cane stools; this varies as 
to weather and soil, and the quality of grass, often less. 

Weeding Rattoons, second time.—From 225 to 250 cane stools, as at first 
weeding of rattoons. : . 

Mill.—If the people furnish canes the steam engine can give 300 gallons of 
liquor per hour, the quantity of 3600 gallons can be ground with ease in twelve 
hours, in ordinary canes twelve cutters ought to furnish canes enough for the 
above number of gallons, there are three men and seven women employed at the 
engine and mill. 

Boiling the Liquor.—Depends on the weather as rendering the fuel dry or 
damp, the state of the cane juice, and skill in the fireman. 

| 3Z 
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Cutting Fuel.—A man cuts from fallen trees pieces about 3 feet long, gene- 
rally the branches, and puts up a cord 6 feet high and 6 feet long with ease. 

Digging Trenches.—One foot deep, 18 inches wide, the utmost from 45 to 
60 yards each negro. This varies as to the nature of the soil on new and old 
land ; sometimes less than 140. 

I beg leave to state that the above work is performed by the first or strong 
gang ; the second or weaker gang do less, and in proportion to their strength. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOSEPH PESCHIER. 

To his Excellency the Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief, &c. &c. 


No. 20. 
My Lorp, Trinidad, 26th Feb. 1827. 


HAVING requested the Protector of Slaves to draw up a statement, shew- 
ing the result of the quarterly returns made to him, in obedience to the 
Order in Council of the 10th March 1824, of offences committed by planta- 
tion Slaves, 1 am enabled by Mr. Gloster to lay before your Lordship a table 
shewing the offences, as returned quarterly, for the two years that have ex- 
pired since the Order has been in force, distinguishing the males from the 
females, and which will enable your Lordship to judge of the increase or 
decrease of crime, and which, upon the whole, will be found to incline to the 
latter. Butas these returns regard only the offences of Slaves punished on 
the estates ; I also enclose a return from the records of the Gaol for the like 
period, which numbers must be added to those of the Protector’s statement, 
making the whole number of offences for the two years amount to 11,966 ; 
the adult Slave population is 16,298; and, although the proportion of offen- 
ders of six to sixteen may appear large, yet your Lordship will see that serious 
offences, such as would subject the Proprietors to loss of life or liberty, at 
least in Europe, appear here expiated by the domestic connection of the 
Proprietor, who too often prefers to pass over the crime than surrender his 
Slave to justice. 

The Protector has accompanied this statement with another, shewing not 
only the offences, but the quarters in which they are committed, together with 
the Slave Population, strongly manifesting the small proportion of punishment 
upon cocoa plantations. 

In the hope that the labour bestowed by the Protector in the preparation of 
these documents may afford some useful information, and be acceptable to 
your Lordship. I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G. | 


&e. &c. &c. 


A Return of Slaves committed to the Royal Gaol from the 30th June 
1824, to the 30th June 1826. Distinguishing the males from the females, as 
also describing their offences. 


Offences. Males. |Females.| Total. 
Charged with Criminal Offences, but acquitted upon Trial --........ 8 1 
Convicted of Criminal Offences ... 2... cc cc cece wc cc cccncccccces 21 1 
Convicted-of Petty Thefts 004 ean Ses iweee ev aeweeweceaewsceeews 78 14 
Convicted of Assaults. 0... 0... cece cs ce cence ccewc se scens sai acaneirav east 23 ll 
Convicted of Breaches of the Peace............. cere cece ccececce 6 1 
Convicted of receiving Stolen Goods, ..........cceccerccccccvcecs 3 | none 
Convicted of Gambling. ....... 2.0 ccce cece cccsccccccccceecenar 3 | none 
Contravening the Police Regulations ..........-ccecccecescececes 6 | none 
Refractory and insubordinate. .... 0.0... cece eee ccc c cence cece cece 148 103 
Convicted of harbouring Slaves ..........ceccucsscccccscccccces | g 
Runaways and absentees ........ cece ee cece ce eccees ee ee ee 319 116 


re 


616 | 249] 865 


Which I certify, 
(Signed) A. F. BLACKWELL, Alcayde and Attorney for the Prisoners. 
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of Slaves, by the Commandants of the several Quarters, from the 24th of June 1824 to the 
he Island, and the total Number of Offences. , 


Sa F 
| 4 a ¢ | a 
C - : a ae 
= = om a = - 
i Number of Slaves in each Quarter or 
1,303 | 1,096 } 358 | 268 10,450) 9,030 | 19,480 District. 
c ' a = 
ee Pala 
é & — = = $ Le. GRAND NAMES of QUARTERS, 
= 5 S é é3 TOTAL. a 
ex 4 s g So aed TOTAL. 
= = = 3 2 fa es DISTRICTS. 
Eé 3 2 3 
P e & 
a a g s < Nature of Offences. 
= 1 8.1 = | & 
= fe = —— jac 
1 ir aa 9 4 13. | Attempting to murder. + 
ig a sf 2 “6 2 - to poison. ig =. 
ray Pes 2 1 3 =. to commit suicide. < = 
I oe 6 « 6 iy to ravish. vag 
: iy « 47 14 6] | Cutting others with cutlasses, &c. +s 5 
= 2 8 4 12 Incendiaries. 5 z 
: a her 17 l ig | Killing and destroying stock. $ a5 
20 it « 149 ” 156 | Cruelty to animals. ae = 
re aa aa a 311 43 354 | House-breaking and stealing. eo ee 
‘ 
. ‘ 310| 71 381 | Theft. Js 
é i tite ; . Conniving at theft, and attempt- | J 
“ cc] se “ 10 1 il ing to steal \ kaa 
Receiving stolen goods, knowing / 
4 cn % “ 21 6 27 + them to be such. i e 
“ 1 } | Striking Manager. > 
6s coh ce 1 | it . . ; us = UE Biting _Ouemesn. 7 EE 
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No. 21. 
Str, Downing street, 9th May 1827. 
YOUR dispatch of the 26th February last has been received. The Tables 


and Returns furnished by the Protector of Slaves, evince industry and atten- 
tion to the matters which come under lis observation, and I have satisfaction 
in collecting from them that, notwithstanding the exemption of females from 
the whip, the offences of that sex are less in proportion to their numbers than 
those of the males. I have, &c. 

(Signed.) GODERICH. 
Governor Sir R. Woodford, Bart. 


&c. &e. &c. 


No. 22. 
My Lorp, Trinidad, 8th August 1826. 


A COMPLAINT having been recently made to me by the mother of one 
Pamela Monro, a Slave, of the magnitude of the sum demanded for the manu- 
mission of her child, I made inquiry of the same from the Protector of Slaves, 
who has, in the inclosed Report, brought the same officially before me, and as 
the complaint is not only confirmed, but is founded on an appraisement that it 
is professed has been made in virtue of your Lordship’s official Dispatches to the 
Governor of Demerara, that have been laid before Parliament, 1 deem it my 
duty to represent the case to your Lordship, as it is highly proper that the con- 
sequences arising from the view adopted by His Majesty’s Government on the 
important subject of the Manumission of Slaves, should be made known to your 
Lordship without delay. 

I subjoin an explanatory report from the Protector, shewing how much the 
appraisement tn question exceeds any former valuation that has been had since 
the Order in Council has been in execution, viz. since the 24th June 1824.— 
And a Report from the Chief Judge, that your Lordship may be aware of the 
inability of that officer, under the Laws, to modify or alter any appraisement. 

If this valuation be a just one, the Planters cannot complain of a depreciation 
of property, but it is obviously the effect of the prohibition, under the Act 5th 
Geo, IV. cap. 113, of bringing any Slave to the Colony, and the consequences 
of it will thus be felt by Slaves, who will be thereby deprived of the chance they 
formerly enjoyed of obtaining their freedom a fair but moderate valuation. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 


The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G. 
&c. 


&c. S&c. 


Sir, Protector of Slaves Office, 26th July, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency a Copy of an Appraise- 
ment of a female domestic Slave, lately made under the authority of the Order 
in Council of the 10th of March 1824. * 

As this valuation is the first which I apprehend has been made upon the 
principles stated in the body of the appraisement, I am induced to bring the 


same under your Excellency’s notice. | 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY GLOSTER, 
Guardian of Slaves. 


His Excellency the Governor, 
&e. &e. &e. 


TRINIDAD. 


THE undersigned, appointed to appraise Pamela Monro, a female Slave, aged 
eighteen years, or thereabouts, whose mother is wishful of manumitting her, 
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having carefully perused a dispatch transmitted by Earl Bathurst, one of His 
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, dated the 25th of February 1626, ad- 
dressed to his Excellency Sir Benjamin D'Urban, in Demerara, and Jaid, with 
, the Official Correspondence, before the Honourable the House of Commons in 
the present Session, in which his Lordship, amongst other matters, states ; 

‘* As the right which it is proposed to be given to the Slave to purchase his 
manumission is a vital part of the whole measure, it cannot be dispensed with. 
No system of measures would satisfy the feelings of this Country, or would com- 
pletely execute the purposes of the House of Commons, which did not contain 
some direct provision, some acting principle, by which the termination of 
Slavery may be gradually accomplished; and the giving toa Slave a right to 
purchase his freedom by the fruits of his honest earnings, on a fair estimate of 
the loss which the owner may sustain by that act, guards the public on the one 
hand, against indiscriminate emancipation, and secures to the Planter, on the 
other, a pledge of an adequate compensation.” 

Further, in the same dispatch: “ But if in the process of time it should un- 
fortunately be found that the Slaves thus manumitted altogether abandon their 
owners, and refuse to work as free persons, the owner not having the means, by 
reason of the Abolition Act, to supply the loss of his Slaves, and not being able 
to engage any free labourers for his sugar plantations, the price which must 
then be assigned to the loss of each Slave must have a direct reference to that 
state in which the plantation will be placed by the progressive reduction of the 
means of conducting it.” 

The undersigned, governing themselves by the foregoing principles, and it 
being notorious that in this Colony Slaves so manumitted altogether abandon 
their owners, and that it is impossible to engage or contract with any free 
labourer for any settled term of work, and that the few which are to be pro- 
cured come and go as suits their own caprice, so that. no dependance can be 

laced upon them, would have felt themselves bound to value the said Pamela 
Rica at the sum of twelve hundred round Mexican dollars, to secure to her 
owner an adequate compensation, had she been attached as a field labourer to 
an estate;—but the said Pamela Monro being a domestic, the undersigned have 
recurred to other data by which to establish her value, and finding that she is in 
the prime of life, healthy, and in possession of many valuable qualities, so that 
her services could not be replaced by the hire of any other Slaves in the Colony 
at a Jess sum than six round dollars per month, in which case the Slave so hired 
. 48 fed, clothed, and insured against all depreciation of her capital value from 
death or disease; and further, that the minors (Pasca) who now own the said 
Pamela could immediately hire her out, and obtain that remuneration for her 
services. Under all these circumstances, and for the purpose of securing an 
adequate compensation to the said minors, the undersigned are of opinion that 
the said Pamela Monro is fully worth the sum of twelve hundred Mexican dol- 
Jars perfect, and do place that value upon her. 

Actuated, however, by feelings of compassion towards the said Pamela, whose 
mother may possibly be unable to raise so considerable a sum, the undersigned 
beg to submit to the Court, as an alternative, that she be allowed to receive her 
manumission whenever the Protector of Slaves can find and purchase, with the 
‘means of the mother, another female Slave equally good and valuable in every 
respect to be given to the minors (Pasca), in compensation for the loss of the 
services of the said Pamela Monro. 

3 (Signed) THOMAS LE GENDRE. 
WILLIAM H. BURNLEY. 


Sir, Government House, 28th July, 1826. 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, transmitting for my in- 
formation and notice, the Copy of an Appraisement of the Slave Pamela 
Monro, for her freedom, and I am to request that you would inform me how 
far that appraisement differs from those already had before you of Slaves of a 

description corresponding to that of the Slave in question. 
I have, &c. 
° (Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 


Henry Gloster, Esq. Protector and Guardian of Slaves. 


/. oe 
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Sir, Port of Spain, 4th August 1826. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Letter 
of the 28th ultimo, requesting to be informed how far the appraisement of the 
Slave Pamela Monro differs from those already had before me of Slaves of her 
description. 

In reply, I beg leave to inform your Excellency, that I am not aware of any 
case exactly similar to that of the Slave in question. That which bears the 
nearest resemblance to it is of a Mulatto girl named Eleanor Rosette, aged 
about seventeen, the property of Messrs. Peschier and Metiver, and attached to 
the Retrench Estate. This person, at the time of appraisement, was repre- 
sented to be an attendant upon the hospital, very useful in cutting out, and 
making the clothes of the Slaves, and a good house servant. 

The appraisers differed widely in her value, one estimating her at 3286. 13s. 
4d. sterling, the other at twice that sum. | 

The umpire appointed by the Chief Judge finally determined that she was 
worth 150 sterling. oe 

On referring to the Records of my Office I observe, that the appraisement of 
Pamela Monro far exceeds that of any other, since the promulgation of the 
Order in Council; and as I am anxious to put your Excellency in possession of 
all the information which it is in my power to afford on this point, I have taken 
the liberty to select from the Record several of the appraisements. 

The Slaves were of the most valuable class, as the statement of their qualifi- 
cations and appointments will shew. 

Jean Baptiste Blair—plantation Slave, the property of Elie Boissiere, head 
boiler on his owner’s estate, a tolerable mason, carpenter, and blacksmith, a 
very intelligent man, and one whom his owner considered it impossible to re- 
place, 780 dollars or £169 sterling. 

Juan Bautista Garcin—personal Slave, the property of Madame Urbanexa, 
a driver, and capable of conducting a cocoa estate 692 dollars 3 shillings, or 
£150 sterling. | 

John Marli. —plantation Slave, the property of Mrs. Glenton, head driver on 
the Marli estate, and a confidential Slave, 650 dollars, or 140. 16s. 8d. 
sterling. ? | 

cance Rose Remy—plantation, the property of P. F. Gillot and J. P. Fi- 
geroux, head driver on the Perico Estate, and an active intelligent man 550 dol- 
Jars, or £119. 35. 4d. sterling. 

Francisco Mieres—plantation Slave, the property of Angel Farfan, head 
driver of his owner’s estate, and now employed by them as overseer at 5s. cur- 
rency per day, 450 dollars, or 97. 10s. sterling. 

The highest sum that has been paid by a Slave manumitted by private con- 
tract, is 750 dollars, or £162. 10s. sterling. 


In this case the Slave belonged to a retail dry good merchant, and acted as 


store keeper, out door clerk, collected his master’s debts, and was in every 
respect a confidential servant. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY GLOSTER, 
Guardian of Slaves. 
Mis Excellency the Governor, | 
&e. &c. &e. 


Sir, Belmont, 5th August 1826. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter 
of the 28th July, accompanied by a communication from the Protector of 
Slaves to your Excellency of the 26th, with the copy of an appraisement of a 
female domestic Slave lately made, under the authority of the Order in Council 
of the 10th March 1824, and requiring any remarks that I might wish to make 
upon the subject. 

In reply, I have only to refer your Excellency to the 29th and 3oth Clauses 
of the Order in Council of the 10th March 1824, by which your Excellency 
will see that my duty is limited to the citation of the parties, the swearing of 
the appraisers, and the appointment of “4 umpire, and that by the 31st clause 

4 1 
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I am empowered to give the certificate only when the provisions of the 29th 
and 30th clauses have been complied with, and the appraised value paid, and 
that I have no controul whatever over the appraisements beyond the nomination 
of the umpire. , | 

I return the Protector’s letter, with the copy of the appraisement, and 


have, &c. | 
| | (Signed) ASHTON WARNER, 
His Excellency the Governor, | Chief Judge. 
&c. &c. &c. 
No. 23. 
SIR, | | Downing Street, 30th October 1826. — 


I HAVE received your letter of the 8th August, in which you convey to me 
a complaint from the mother of a female Slave, whose name is Pamela Munro, 
of the magnitude of the sum demanded for the manumission of her child. I 
have examined the enclosures transmitted in that letter. It appears that the 
appraisers, Mr. Le Gendre and Mr. Burnley, thought themselves required, by 
_ certain observations which they find in a despatch addressed by me to the 

Lieutenant-Governor of Demerara, to adopt a certain principle of appraisement, 
which they conceive to be conveyed in that despatch. I have to observe that 
they have proceeded on an entire misapprehension and misapplication of the 
instruction by which they profess to have been guided. That despatch was 
addressed to the Lieutenant-Governor of Demerara, with reference to the 
measures recommended for the improvement of the Slave Code in that 
Colony, in which the system of Slaves purchasing their freedom as in 
Trinidad, had not hitherto taken place. It had reference to the eventually 
progressive value of Slaves, after a sensible reduction of the number employed 
on each plantation; to the growing difficulty of replacing them by purchase, in 
consequence of corresponding reductions on other plantations ; and, lastly, but 
more essentially, that instruction proceeded on the contingency of its being 
eventually proved by experience that free labour is not applicable to the culture 
of plantations in the West Indies. It therefore had an express reference not 
only to field labour but to field labour in “ a sugar plantation,” as being that 
particular description of labour to which it was contended free labour was 
peculiarly inapplicable. All these considerations were not brought forward as 
what should affect existing valuations, (except so far as they might affect the 
price at which a substitute could be actually purchased according to the current 
prices of the Colony,) but as what were allowed to form reasonable objec- 
tions to an uniform price being now fixed for what might be the appraisements 
which eventually ought to be hereafter assigned to the manumission of Slaves. 

The appraisers, professing to be governed by these instructions, have given 
immediate effect to those prospective considerations, and have applied them to 
what they would at any time be the least applicable, namely, to the manumis- 
sion of a domestic Slave. 

Generally speaking, the market price of Slaves is the fairest criterion of their 
value, and it is that by which the appraisers should principally regulate their 
valuations. The various considerations mentioned in the instruction above 
referred to, were not brought forward to supercede this criterion, but as those 
which might progressively affect the market price, and thereby make the fixing 
now an uniform price objectionable. By the term market price, itis not intended 
to refer to special sales which may have taken place under special circumstances, 
but to that price for which a Slave bona fide equivalent could be purchased at 
the period of the appraisement, and in that case whether the proprietor receives 
an actual substitution of an equivalent Slave, or a sum of money, for which at 
his option an equivalent Slave can be procured, his interests are equally pre- 
served. Even under the supposition that no equivalent Slave could be procured, 
the principle of appraisement would in no degree be changed. The price of 
the manumission in that case would be a sum which would be either an equiva- 
lent for the increased expense which the proprietor would incur from employing 
a free person in services in which it is known by experience that free people can 
be employed, or as a compensation, whatever may be the loss of the Slave’s labour 
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iri those services for which it may be found that free labour will not be available, 
or in those for which free labour may be only partially or ‘inadequately 
substituted. 

The manumission price therefore of Pamela Munro ought not to exceed the 
price for which “ another female Slave equally good and valuable in every 
respect” could be procured for the minors Pasca. And if the appraisers had 
been able to form any definite opinion of the price of such a Slave, that amount 
is the price which they ought to have awarded as the price of Pamela Munro. 

It appears by the papers you have enclosed, that the price is nearly double 
what, according to any calculation, is the current price, and the appraisers are 
fully aware of having exceeded it in their valuation, for, in the concluding 
paragraph of the appraisement, they have left it to the Protector of Slaves (out 
of compassion, as they allege, to a mother’s feelings) to purchase a substitute 
equally good and valuable, at a price more within her means of purchasing her 
daughter's freedom. : 

As it would have been acruel mockery of a mother’s disappointment if they 
had knowingly held out the expectation of an unattainable relief, I am satisfied 
that the appraisers were fully convinced that a substitute equally good and 
valuable could have been purchased at a much less price, and that price there- 
fore was the one which they were bound to have fixed in the appraisement. 

As it appears that the appraisers in making the appraisement were under 
an entire misapprehension of the meaning of the instruction, by which they 
profess to have been governed, and as the Protector of Slaves has no authority 
to purchase a substitute for the minor, according to the intentions of the 
appraisers, I have received His Majesty's commands to direct that you submit 
the case for their reconsideration. 

You will not fail to transmit, for the information of His Majesty s Govern- 
ment, the particulars of each manumission case that may be acted upon under 
the Order in Council, and you will communicate to me, as you have very pro- 


perly done in this instance, any circumstance that appears to require the atten- . 


tion and instructions of His Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &e. 
| (Signed) BATHURST. 
Governor Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. 


&ce. &c. &c. 


No. 24. 


My Lorp, Trinidad, 22nd December 1826. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch on the case of 
Pamela Monro, and I have communicated the same to the Protector of Slaves, 
who has thereupon addressed to me a letter, which I beg leave to lay before 
your Lordship. . 

I have also conferred with the Chief Judge and the Attorney General on the 
subject: they concur with the Protector of the former appraisement, being 
binding and conclusive, which prevented the Protector from taking any mea- 
sures at the time in favour of the Slave: I am also advised that no power exists 
to question, much less to set aside an appraisement returned as fair and impartial ; 
that the Appraisers themselves, if so disposed, could not alter their decision, and 
the Chief Judge does not consider himself to be invested with any authority to 
entertain a second application. . 

Under all these difficulties I have ventured to await your Lordship’s further 
instructions, previous to issuing any directory orders to the Protcctor, and as 
Mr. Burnley is absent from.the Colony, I trust that no great inconvenience will 
arise from the delay. 

Your Lordship will do me the justice to believe that I am only prompted to 
suspend the execution of your Lordship’s directions from a desire of putting 
your Lordship in possession of the objections that occur to the course of 
proceeding proposed, and that too si caution cannot be observed in a matter 
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which in its result might become of.serious importance to the views ‘of-His 
Majesty’s Government, will, I trust, be my apology. a 
I have the honour to be 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship’s faithful and 
obedient servant, 
(Signed) RALPH WOODFORD. 
The Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, .K. G. 


&e. &e. &c. 


Sir, Protector of Slaves’ Office, 19th December 1826. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of Earl Bathurst’s 
Dispatch, dated the thirteenth day of October last, relating to the appraisement 
of Pamela Monro, a female slave belonging to the minors Pasca. 

The principles upon which the Appraisers professed to act, I considered it to 
be erroneous at the time I had the honour to transmit the appraisement to your 
Excellency, but the proceedings for obtaining the freedom of the Slave having 
been instituted under the Order in Council of the 1oth of March 1824, and 
proceeded in with the formalities observed in all cases of a similar nature, I did 
not conceive myself warranted in making any representation to the Appraisers, 
whose valuation was final, and conclusively binding upon ail the parties, and 
from which the law allowed no appeal. 

The appraised value of Slaves manumitted by the Chief Judge under ‘the 
provisions of the Order in Council for the first eighteen months after the Order 
came into operation, does not average much more than one half of the general 
average for the last twelve months. 

The selting or market price of Slaves however has not experienced ‘a com- 
mensurate rise, and therefore it is evident that the magnitude of the appraise- 
ments lately made are not occasioned by the encreased value of Slaves. 

While the market price of Slaves continues as at present, I would consider 
the application of other principles of appraisement, to any common case, as an 
injustice to the Slave, and an encroachment upon the rights conferred upon 
him by the Law. 

To my apprehension the only fair criterion, by which the value of a Slave 
can be ascertained, is the usual market price, and although that price has risen 
considerably within the last twelve months, the criterion afforded by it is far 
exceeded by the generality of appraisements, 

It is also certain thatthe market price will rise in proportion to the decrease of 
the number or difficulty of procuring plantation Slaves. It is therefore unjust 
to add to the real value or market price of the Slave purchasing his freedom, a por- 
tion of the value of the Estate to which the Slave is attached, until it becomes 
impracticable to continue the cultivation of the Estate in consequence of the 
impossibility of procuring a substitute for the Slave who is to be enfranchised. 

‘The other opinions are very generally diffused, and however controvertible they 
may be by argument, I cannot indulge even the hope that they will be easily 
eradicated, or prevented from operating very seriously to the disadvantage of 
the Slave desirous of becoming free. Still, however, as the price of the freedom 
is left entirely to the judgment and dicta of the Appraisers, there is not at present 
any existing law that can have the effect of counteracting these opinions, or 
affording any relief to the Slave; and I must acknowledge, that I cannot sug- 
gest or even Imagine any remedy to this operation of misdirected judgment, 
without incurring a risk of subjecting the owner to an injustice equal in mag- 

nitude to that to which the Slave is now exposed. 

The principle, that the value of the Slave should be estimated at the amount 
of the capital required to yield a revenue equal to the hire which could be ob- 
tained for the Slave, is evidently fallacious, from the fact, that every day in- 
stances occur of Slaves being bought for four hundred dollars, or eighty-six 
pounds thirteen shillings and four pence sterling, who, as Mr. Burnley men- 
tions, may be immediately hired at the rate of six dollars, or one pound six 
shillings sterling per month, fed, clothed, and the capital guaranteed ; the cor- 
responding tapital to which, at six per cent (the ordinary rate of interest in 
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Trinidad), is one thousand two hundred dollars, or two hundred and sixty 
pounds sterling (the appraised value of Pamela Munro). Yet surely it could 
not be pretended, that the latter sum was the real value of a Slave which had 


been bought for one-third of the sum a short time before, and which could not 
be re-sold at an advanced price. 


This, I submit, proves that the mar 


ket price is the only just and fair criterion 
for determining the value of a Slave. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency’s obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) HENRY GLOSTER, 
Protector of Slaves. 
To his Excellency Sir Ralph James Woodford, Bart. Governor, 
&c. 


&c. &c. 
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No. I. 


Extract of a Despatch from Earl Bathurst to Lord Charles Somerset, 
dated, Downing-Street, 20th F. ebruary 1826. 


IT HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s des- 
patch of the 24th of September last, enclosing the draft of an Order tor ame- 
liorating the condition of the Slave population in the Settlements under your 
Excellency’s Government, which you had prepared for the purpose of being 
submitted for the consideration of His Majesty in Council. | 

It is highly gratifying to His Majesty’s Government, that your Excellency 
has been enabled, with the assistance of your Council, to frame the enact. 
ments of this Order, so much in accordance with the provisions of the Trini- 
dad Order; and I am of opinion that your Excellency has accounted in a 
satisfactory manner for deviating upon certain points from the regulations of 
that Order. 7 | 

Under these circumstances, I should have felt no difficulty in submitting 
your draft of the proposed Order for the consideration of His Majesty in 
Council, it it had not appeared to me that this instrument might more conve- 
niently be issued in the Colony as a Legislative Act of your Excellency’s 


government; and it is for that purpose that I now return that document ins 


the form of a draft of Ordinance, which your Excelleney will accordingly 


promulgate without delay, and transmit to me for His Majesty’s approbation, 
in conformity with your general instructions. | 


Sea siteiesstessasserpensusssssssssnss 
No. 2. ! 


Extract of a Despatch from Major-General Bourke to Earl Bathurst, 
dated Cape of Good Hope, 21st June 1826. 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 
20th February last, addressed to Lord Charles Somerset, covering the draft 
of an Ordinance for bettering the condition of Slaves within this Colony, and 
have the honour to intorm your Lordship, that. in obedience to the instructions 
contained in the despatch, I lost no time in laying the draft before Council, 
by whom the Ordinance has been passed, with some trifling amendments, 


having reference to the Criminal Courts, in which offences against this Sta-. 


tute are to be prosecuted, and to the time at which its operation is to com- 
mence. | 


I have now the honour to enclose a copy in English of the Ordinance, | 


which will be formally published as soon as it has been translated into Dutch ; 
and in the mean time arrangements are making in the several offices through- 
out the Colony for carrying the provisions into effect 


G. R. 
(Signed) RICHARD BOURKE. 


Orcinance of his Honour the Lientenant-Governor in C ouncil, for improving 


the Condition of the Slaves at the Cape of Good Hope. 
WHEREAS the propagation of Christianity, and the general diffusion of 


religious instruction amongst Slaves, will tend, beyond any other measure, to 

promote morality amongst them, and to improve their condition and conduct ; 

and whereas it 1s necessary that provision should be made for the regular 

attainment of these objects within the colony of the Cape of Good Hope and 

its Dependencies ; and whereas the Inspector of Slave registry hath hitherto 

acted as the recorder of the rights and privileges of the Slave population 
AC 
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within the same: It is hereby enacted and declared, that the said Inspector. 
of Slave registry shall be, and he 1s hereby appointed Registrar and Guardian 
of Slaves in th's Colony and its Depe: udencies ; and that, as such Registrar 
and Guardian of Slaves, he shall receive and be paid, at the time and in the 
manner hereinafter mentioned, such salary as His Majesty shall be pleased to 

appoint ; and that such salary shall commence from and after the first day of 
July next; and that on or before that day, if possible, or, if not then, so soon 
after as conveniently may be, the said Registrar and Guardian of Slaves shall 
appear before the Governor: er Acting Governor for the tine being, and in 
his presence shall take and subscribe ay oath, in the following words, that is 
to say :— 

“7, A. B. do swear, that I will, to the best of my knowledge and ability 
faithtully execute and perform the daties of the office of Registrar and Guar- 
dian of Slaves at the Cape of Good Lope, without fear, favour, or partiality, 
so help me God.” 

Provided, nevertheless, and it is hereby ordered, that nothing herein con- | 
tained shall extend to prevent ifis Majesty from disuniting the orice of Gaar- 
dran of Slaves trom the office of Registrar of Slaves, and from a) OINtINE a 
distinct and separate ofhcer to act as and to be Guardian of Slaves, in case ifis 
Majesty should sce fit s0 to do. 

2.—And it is hereby further enacted, that the said Rovistenr and Guardian 
of Slaves shall establish and keep an aes in Cape ‘Town, and shall regularly 
attend at such office on such days, and during such hours of the day, as the 
Governor or Acting Governor, by any general or special orders to be by him 
from time to time Issued may appoint; and shall at such othce, and not 

elsewhere, keep, deposit and preserve the several records, books, papers and 
writings hereafter directed to be kept by him. 

3.—An(d it is further enacted, that the said Registrar and Guardian of 
Slaves shall not be the owner or proprietor of any Slaves or Slave employed or 
worked upon any estate, or in any kind of agriculture, and shall not have any 
share or interest In, or any mortgage or security upon, any such estate, Slaves 
or Slave, and shall aks is hereby declared to be incompetent to act as, or be 
the Manager, Overseer, Agent, or Attorney of, for, ar upon any such estate, 
or to act as the Guardia: ‘Trustee, or Exeeutor, of any person or persons 
having or being entitled to any such estate, or any Slaves or Slave; and in 
case any such Registrar and Guardian of Slaves shall have, acquire, hold, or 
possess, either in his own right or in right of his wife, or in trust for any 
other persons or person, any such estate situate withiu the Colony, or any 
Slaves or Slave employed or worked upon any estate, or in any kind of AgVI- 
culture, or any share or interest in, or any mortgage or security Upon, any 
such estate, or Slaves or Slave, or shall act as such ‘Manager, Overseer , Agent, 
Aitormey, Gaardiae: ‘Frustee or Executor as eforesaid, ‘he shall thenectorth, 
de facto, cease to be such Registrar and Guardian of Slaves and forfeit such 
his salary, and some other fit anil proper person shall forthwith be appointed 
to succeed to the saidoffice ; provided, nevertheless, that all acts which may 
be done by, or by the order of any such Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, after 
any such avoidance as aforesaid of such his office and before the same shall, 
‘by public notice in the Gazette of the Colony, be dectared void, shall be as 
valid and effectual in thé law, as if no such avoidance of office had Gcenrted: 

4.—And it is further enacted, that the said Registrar and Guardian of 
Slaves shall be resideat within the Colony, and shall not quit the same 
without a special licence to be granted for that purpose by His Majesty, 
through one of his Principal Sceretaries of State, or by the Governor or 
Acting Governor for the tune being of the Colony; ‘and no such licence shall 
in any case be granted for any aie exceeding three months, nor shall any 
such licence be eranted by any such Governor or Acting Governor as aforesaid, 
unless it shall be made to appear to him, on the oath of some Medical Prac- 
titioner, that such absence is neecssary for the recovery of the healch. of the 
said Revistrar and Guardian of Slaves. 

5 —And it is further enacted, that upon the death or resignation of the aa 
Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, or in the event of his sickness, or other 
bodily or mental incapacity, or during his temporary abseuce from the Colony, 
it shall be lawful for the Goveruor or Acting Governor, to nominate and 
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appsdint some other fit and proper person to act as the deauty for the said 
Registrar and Guardian of Slaves until His Majesty’s pleasure shall be known ; 
and the said deputy shall receive such allowance, to be deducted from and out 
of the salary of the said Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, as the Governor, 
or Acting Governor for the time being, of the Colony shall be pleased to 
appoint : “provided always, that no person ‘shall be appointed or be competent 
to act as such deputy as atoresaid, who, according to the provisions of this 
Order, would be incompetent to act as the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves : 
Provided also, that the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves in the Colony, shall 
at all times’ perform. his duty i in person, and not by deputy, except only in 
‘cases in which the Governor or the Acting Governor of the said Colony, is 
cdhereinbefore authorized to appoint a deputy for that purpose. 
6.—And it is hereby further cuacted. that the persons who now are, 
or may be hereafter appointed, to act as Reeistrars of Slaves m the several 
districts within the Colony, shall be, so long as the two Offices of Registrar 
aud Guaraian of Slaves may be éombined: “together, and they are hereby 
declared to be Assistant Registrars and Guardians of Slaves, in their several 
and respective districts ; and the said Assistant Registrars and Guardians of 
Slaves shall, and are hereby required, in their several and respective e districts, 
to be aiding and assisting the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves in the execu- 
tion of the | powers hereby committed to him; and for that purpose, to obey 
and carry into execution such lawful instructions as they may, from time to 
time, receive from him, about or in relation to the matters herein mentioned, 
or any of them. 
7-—And itis hereby further enacted, that in all actions, suits, and prosecu- 
tions, which may at any time hereafter be broueht or Bia In an 
tribuftal or court of justice within the Colony, wherein auy Slave may be 
charged with any offence punishable by death, banishment, or transportation, 
or wherein any question may arise as to the rieht of any allesed Slave to free- 
dom, or wherein any, person may be charged with the murder of any Slave, or 
with any cflence against the person of any Slave; or whercin any question 
may arise respecting the right of any Slave to any ‘such property as he or she 
is hereinafter declared com petent to acquire ; then, and in every such case, such 
notice shall be given to the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, or to his As- 
sistants in the several districts, as the case mav be, of every such action, suit, 
or prosecution, as, according to the law of the Colony, would be given to the 
sail Slave, if he or she were of free condition; and the Registrar and Guardian 
- of Slaves, or bis Assistant ifin a country district, shall, and he is hereby required 
to attend the trial or hearing, and all other the proceedings im every such ac- 
tion, suit, or prosecution as the Guardian of such Slave, and on his or her be- 
half, aud to act thereia wm such manner as may be most conducive to the 
benefit and advantage of such Slave. 
8.—Aud whereas His Majesty is anxious to make the most effectual pro- 
vision for the religious instruction, and the exercise of religious worship, of 
the Slaves. in the Colony, it 1s ‘hereby further ordered, “that all Sunday 
warkets shall be abolished and prohibited, and be absolutely unlawful: pro- 
vided always that nothing herein contained shall prevent any individual 
from se! Ning vegetables, meat, or other articles of provision on a Sunday, ex- 
cept during Divine service: and it is further ordered, that no Slaves stiall be 
deprived by their masters of the right of attending at church, or other place 
et religious worship, on Sundays, under a penalty of twenty shillings for every 
such offence, unless justifiable cause can be shewn for such preveution.. 
).—And it is hereby enacted, that Sunday being commanded in all Chris- 
tian States to be a day of rest, it shall be illegal to procure, induce, or compel 
any Slave to perform or engage in any lanour, for the profit of ‘his or her 
owner, manager, or emplover, on the Sabbath- day, or for any Slave to hire 
himself or herself to work, either to his or her owucr or manager, or to any 
ather person on: the Sabbath- day ; and any person so offending slrall incur 
and become liable to a fine not excecding five pounds sterling, nor less than 
ene pound sterling: provided, nevertheless, that nothing herein contained 
shall extend, or be construed: to extend, to any work or labour which any 
Slave may perform on Sunday, on the necessary attendance upon the person, 
ar in the family of his or ber owner or employer, or in the necessary and un- 


In other cases he ja ta 
perform fis duty in 
person. 


District Regi-trars*%o he 
Assistaut Geardians of 
Slaves. 


In what actions, sits, 
and presecu tions for ana 
acainst Slaves, notice 
must be given to the 
Revistrar and Guardian 
and his Assistants. 


Their duty after notice 
given them thereul, 


Sunday markets prohi- 
bited. 


Punalty acrinat Masters 
whopresvent their Shaves 
aitenany at Church. 


No Slaves to work on 
Sabbath-day. 


Penalty. - 
Cases excepted. 


276 


An enses of necessity, 
Slaves may hire them- 
selves on the Sabbath- 
day to their Masters or 
Employers, or others, 
with their written con- 
sent to work upon the 
estates. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


avoidable -preservation of the cattle or live steck upon any country place : 
provided, nevertheless, and it is hereby declared, that in case it shall be abso- 
lutely necessary for carrying on the indispensable tabours of the field, ‘or the 
vineyards on pressing occasions, or for the preservation of the crops or pro- 
duce upon any plantation or estate in the Colony, and for the prevention of 
essential anjury to the same, to work and employ thereupon any Slaves 
or Slave on the Sabbath-day; and if any such Slaves or Slave shall, in any 
such special case, voluntarily consent and agree to work upon any such plan- 
tation or estate, for the purpose aforesaid, nothing in this Order contained doth 
extend, or shall be construed to extend, to prevent any such Slaves or Slave 
from hiring themselves, himself, or herself, (either to his or her owner, or to 


_any other person) to work upon any such plantation or estate on the Sabbath 


Notioes every six months 
of the lowest rate of 
wages for such extra 
work to be publicly 
issued. 


a 


No such hiring to de le- 
gal, unless wages are 
paid. 


Further excepted cases! 


day : provided always, that no such Slave shall or may lawfully be so hired to 
work on the Sabbath-day, in the service of any person or persons, except 
their, his or her owner or manager, unless with the special consent in writing of 
such owner or manager: provided also, that the Registrar and Guardian of 
Slaves shall, by notices to be by him, from time to time issued in the usual 
and most public manner, signify the lowest rate of wages at which Slaves 
mav, during the period of six calendar months next ensuing the date of every 
such notice hire themselves, either to their respective owners, or with 
the consent of their respective ewners or managers, to work on a Sunday, for 
the special purpose of the preservation of the crops or produce upon any 
plantation or estate in the Colony, in which notices shall be stated, the 
different rates of such wages payable to the Slaves so hiring themselves, 
according to the age and sex of such Slaves, and according as they may be field 
negroes or artificers : and no hiring of any Slave for any such special pur- 
pose as aforesaid, shall be a legal hiring, or shall be exempted from the 
penalties of this Ordinance, unless such Slave shall actually receive and be 
paid, tor his or her own use and benefit, wages at not less than the rate so to 
be fixed by any such public notice as aforesaid. And it is further declared, 
that nothing in this Ordinance contained shall extend, or be construed to 
extend, to prevent the employment on Sunaay of any Slave or Slaves, as a_ 
watchman or watchmen, upon any estate or plantation, or in nursing or attend- 
ance on the sick, or in attendance upon the person, or in the family of his or 
her owner or manager, or in performing or making preparations for any inter- 


_ ment, or in extinguishing any fire, or otherwise in preventing any irreparable 


damage or injury to the property of his or her owner, employer, or manager; 


- and no Slave so employed shall.be entitled to any hire or wages for such bis 


Slaves to he provided 
with sufficient and 
wholesome tood. 


Penalties. 


Pinishment of un- 
founded complaints. 


Hours of work for 
Slaves in garden and 
field labour during sum- 
gncr and winter seasons. 


Remuneration of extra 


work in time of yn- 
Bvuidauie necessity. 


or her services: provided, nevertheless, that no Slave shall be employed on the 
Sabbath-day in field labour, or in any of the ordinary works upon any plan- 
tation or estate, upon the pretence, or by reason that any irreparable injury 
would arise from the postponement of such labour, unless such Slave shall 
voluntarily engage in the same, and shall for such his labour receive and be 
paid such hire and wages as aforesaid. | | 

10.—And it is hereby further enacted, that every Slave within this Colony 
and its dependencies as aforesaid, shall be supplied by his or her owner or 
manager with sufficient and wholesome food, and with good and sufticient - 
clothing; and in case of dissatisfaction relating thereto, appeal may be made 
by either party to the Local Authority; and in case of deficiency, or bad 
quality of food or clothing being proved, then, and in every such case, the 
owner or manager shall incur and be liable to a penalty of fifty shillings 
for the first offence, and of five pounds sterling for a second offence; and in 
case on the contrary, the complaint be proved to be unfounded and frivolous, 
the complainant shall be condemned to such legal puuishment as the nature’ 
of the case shall be found to require. . | 

11.—And it is hereby further enacted and declared, that Slaves employed 
in garden or field labour, shall nor be compelled to work more than ten 
heurs in each twenty-four hours, from the Ist of April to the 30th Sep- 
tember, nor more than twelve hours from the 1st of October to the 31st 
March inclusive, except during the ploughing or harvest seasons, or on other: 
extraordinary occasions of unavoidable necessity : provided always that during’ 
the ploughing and harvest seasons, or in cases of unavoidable necessity, a fair 
remuneration be made to the Slave or Slaves, in money, or by an additional 
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proportion of food, at the option of the Slave, to be decided in case of appeal 
by the Local Magistrate; and in case ary owner or manager shall be proved 


to have transeressed any of the provisions of this Clause, every such owner 


or manager r shall be liable to, and incur a penalty not execeding five. pounds 
sterling, nor less than one pound sterling. 

12.—And it is further enacted, that “it is and shall henceforth be illegal 
for any proprietor, or any person employ ed by hin, or in his behalf, to inflict 
any punishinent on a male Slave, beyond twenty-five stripes in one day, or 
with any instrument of greater severity than those which now are, or heres 
after may be, ordered to be used within the prisons of the district wliere such 
Proprietor or Slave may reside; which punishment is not in any case to be 
repeated until the delinquent shall have recovered from the effects of the 
former correction, under a penalty in breach of any of the provisions of this 
Clause, not exceeding ten pounds sterling, nor less than five pounds sterling 
for each offence. 

13.—And it is further enacted. that from and after the publication of this 
Act, no female Slave shall be hable to be publicly flogged for any offence ; 
but ‘all female Slaves offending against any of the existing Laws of the Colony, 
In cases where their Proprietors, or persons employ ed" by them, or in their 
behalf, are authorised to interfere and decide, may be punished, if in health, 
by solitary confinement, with or without work, im any dry and proper place, 
for moderate periods proportionate to their offence, and in no case exceeding 
three days; or committing any domestic offence, by whipping privately on 
the shoulders, to such moderate extent as any child of free condition may he, 
and usually is punished and corrected in any school for the education of youth 
in the said Colony: provided always, that the latter punishment be not re- 
peated within twenty-four hours, under a penalty, in breach of any of the 
provisions of this Clause, not exceeding ten pounds sterling, nor less than 
five pounds sterling for each offence. 


14.—And it is further enacted, that it shall be illegal to inflict domestic 


punishment on a Slave by any oeher hand than that of the owner, employer, 
or overseer, (not being a Slave ») except In cases where the owners or cm- 
plovers. (having no free persons in their employ,) are females, or infirm, or 
suffering under disease, or are upwards of sixty years of age, under a penalty 
not exceeding ten pounds sterling, nor less than five pounds sterling, to be 
paid for auch offence by the person who shall have caused sich: illegal 
punishment to be inflicted. 

15.—And it is further enacted, that should it be necessary for the security 
or safety of a family or individual to put a Slave in irons, the same shall be 
reported within twenty-four hours to the nearest Local Authority, under a 
penalty of five pounds sterling, stating the cause and circumstances under 
which such measure may be justified ; and in default of such justification, the 
owner or person, or persons employed by him or in his behalf, shall be 
deemed guilty of maltreatment, and subject to such punisliunent as is’ pre- 
scribed by Clause 43 of this Ordinance: 

16.—And itis hereby further enacted, that the corpse of a Slave shall not 
be interred without a written permission thereto being first obtained from 
the Local Authority under whose immediate jurisdiction the owner or em- 
ployer for the time being resides; and any owner, manayer, or employer 
of a Slave or Slaves interring, or causing or suffering a corpse of any Slave in 
his service to be iterred, a@iciout such permission as aforesaid, shall be lable 
to and jucur a penalty ‘of not less than five pounds sterling, and not ex- 
ceeding ten pounds sterling ; or in cases where it 1s not possible to procure 
the assistance of the ioeil Authority within twenty-four hours, it shall 
and may be lawful for such owner, Manager, or employer of a Slave: to call 
in two neighbours. who must certify in writing, (to be sworn to when re- 
quired, ) the apparent age, aud sex of ‘the Slave, the state of the body, and the 
probable cause of his or her death; the owner or manager of such Slave shall 
however be obliged to forward the certificate, so obtained by him, to the Local 
Authority without delay: but if it shall appear, by marks on ihe corpse, or 
from any other circumstances, that the deccased has come to his or her death 
by unfair means, the said certificate shall be withheld, and a report thereof be 
izimediately made to the nearest Local Authority by the persons so called in. 
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Seiptascoet ioe fovene 17.—And it is hereby enacted, that upon the prosecution of any person 
whereof the traces ap- being the owner, vr acting in the name or in behalf of the owner, of any Slave 
a cre ee a. of Slaves, for inflicting, or causing, of procuring to be inflicted, on any Slave 
of tue Slave punished. or Slaves, any punishment hereby declared illegal, if the Slave so alleged to 
be illegally punished shall be produced in any competent Court of Justice in 
the Colony ; and ifthe marks or traecs of recent flogying or laceration shall 
appear on the person of such: Slave, and if such Slave shall, in open Coart, 
declare such traces to be the consequences of any such unlawful punishment 
or correction, and being duly examined by such Court, shall make a particu- 
lar, consistent, and probable statement of all the circumstances attendant on 
such unlawful punishment, then, and in every such case, the owner, or other 
Unless the contrary be person having the charge of such Slave, shall be bound to prove, cither that the 
a punishment of which the marks may be so apparent, was not inflicted by him, 
or by his procurement, or with his knowledge or consent, or that such punish- 
ment was a lawful punishment within the meaning of this Order; aud in 
default of such proof, such owner, or other person a3 aforesaid, shall be con- 
Registrarand Guardian, Wicted and adjudged to be guilty of the offence imputed to him. And it is 
or his Assistant, to con- further enacted, that every such prosecution as aforesaid, shall be conducted 
eave MCT bit by the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, or by his Assistant if m the country 
unless prevented by districts; and thatit shall not be lawful for him, or tis Assistant, to discoutinue 
Sane oese any such prosccution, except by virtue of an order in-writing to be for that pur- 
pose issued under his hand and scal by the Governor, or acting Governor tor 
naa ee the time being, of the Colony; but should the complaint of such Slave prove 
reunite: groundless, the Slave shall be condemned to such legal punishment as the 
nature of the case may require. 

Marriages of Slaves not = 18.—And it is further enacted and declared, that Slaves who are not in the 
degrees permitted. prohibited degrees of consanguinity, or affinity, may intermarry with their 
owner's (ur respective owner's) consent, had in writing, and delivered to the 
Local Authority ; and that the children of such marriages shall be the pro- 
Chtdren follow the mate “porty of the owner of the mother: the same to hoid good with revard to Slaves 
of either sex intermarrying with free persons, in which case, also, when the 

wife is a Slave, the children of such marriage shall belong to her owner. __ 
Conant ia waite or 19.—And it is further enacted, that the consent ia writing of the owner or 
, : ager, or the respective owners, proprietors, er managers (as the case may 


supersedes the necessity man : : ? 
eee ace be), transimitted to the clergyman through ttre Local Authority, shall super- 
before the Matrimonial Sede the necessity of being asked in the church, or of appearing before the 
oe Matrimonial Court, to legalize the marriages of Slaves; and the respective 
| Local Authorities shall be responsible that all marriages between Slaves are 
SUPA ates aed without delay enregistered, as all other marriages are; and that a notification 
to the Registrar and Of the marriage be made to the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, or to his 
aia Assistants in the country districts, as the case may be. 
eR haere he 20.—And it is hereby further enacted and declared, that Slave marriages shall 
in churches, ‘or other De celebrated in the church on Sundays, where the locality will permit, and 
SORTEMENE places, that in other cases the clergymen shall once in six months appoint the most 
convenient places in their respective districts, for the purpose of marrying 
and children baptized. Slaves and baptizing Slave children, so.as to remove the inconvenience arising 
from remote habitations ; which marriages it shall be lawful for the clergymen 
Written consent of tO Solemnize, upon receiving the written consent of the owner, or manager, 
Owners or Managers, of through the Local Authority, as above directed ; or, in case such written 
trar an Guardian, suf. Consent has been refused by the owner, proprietor, or manager, upon a licence 
Gvient authority. of the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, or hts Assistants in the respective 
country districts, as the case inay be, as directed in the clause next following. 
And all marriages of Slaves, and the baptism of their children, shall be per- 
formed without fee or reward. 
In case of refusal to  21.—And it is hereby further enacted, that tm case the owner or manager 
consent, the Registrar 3 : s 1 : . ss 
and Guardian, or his Of both or either of the Slaves as aforesaid, who may be desirous to intermarry, 
to are to graut shall refuse to consent to such marriage, or to give such written permission 
for the celebration thereof as aforesaid, then, and im every such case, if the 
Siar Sescisiecar oe Slave to be married has attained (when a female) the age of fifteen years, and 
obtaining and granting When a male, the age of twenty years, the satd Registrar and Guardian of 
eum Hence. Slaves, or his Assistant in the respective country districts, as the case may be, 
shall thereupon issue a summons under Ins hand and seal, requiring the owner 


or manager of such Slaves, or the persons or person under whose direction such 
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Slavés may be, to appear before him, by themselves or their agents, at some 
convenient time aud place to be for that purpose appointed; and if such 
owner, manager, or other person as aforesaid, being duly cited, shall fail to 
appear, or appearing shall fail to give yood and sufficient proof that such pro- 
posed marriage would be injurious to the well-being of such Slaves, then, and 
in such case, the said Repistrar and Guardian of Slaves, or his Assistant in the 
respective country districts, as the case may be, shall, without fee or reward, 
issue a licence under his hand and seal, thereby authorising any clergyman, 
minister, or public teacher of religion, within the said Colony, having a 
licence from Government to that effect, to solemnize the marriage of the 
said Slaves; and any marriage so solemnized shall, to all intents and purposes, 
be binding, valid, and effectual, in law: and any clergyman, minister, or 
public teacher of religion within the said Colony, having a licence from Go- 
vernment to that effect, by wliom any such marriage shall have been solem- 
nized, shall, within fourteen days next after the solemnization, transmit a 
¢certibcate thercof tothe Local Authority, in order to be registered in the records 
of the respective Matrimonial Courts, as all other marriages are; and that 
a notification of the marriage be made to the Registrar and Guardian ot Slaves, 
or to hts Assistants in the respective country districts, as the case may be, 
where separate books must be kept for the registry of all Slave marriages. 
22.— And it 1s further enacted, that after the celebration of marriage it shall 
not be lawful to sell any Slave having a husband or wife, who may be the 
property of the same persons or person, unless such husbdnd and wife shall 
be sold together, and in one and the same lot, and to the same person or per- 
sons; and if any Slave or Slaves shall be sold separate or apart from any such 
husband or wife as aforesaid, then and in every such case such sale shall be, 
and the same 1s hereby declared to he, absolutely null in law, to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever. 
23.—And it is further enacted, that 1¢ shall act be lawful to sell any child 
of children born of a Slave woman within the said Colony, without his, her, 
or their mother, unless such child or children shall have fully attamed the 
age of ten years, or enless good and sufficient proofs shall bave been given 
to the Court of Justice, through the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, that it 
would be for the well being of such child or children aot to be sold along with 
his, her, or their mother. 
24.—And it is further enacted, that any owner or proprietor neglecting to 
cause the children of their Christian Slaves to be baptized within twelve months 
after the birth of such children, and to report it within one month after bap- 
tism to the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, or to his Assistants in the re- 
spective country districts, as the case may be, shall incur and be liable toa 
penalty of not less than fifty shillings, and not exceeding ten pounds sterling 
for each offence, and shall, nevertheless, be compelled to have such child or 
children baptized at his own expence. 
25.—And it 3s hereby enacted, that the clergymen or persous duly autho- 
riscd to admiuister that Holy Sacrament, shall report quarterly to the Reyis- 
trar and Guardian of Slaves, or to his Assistants in the respective country 
districts, as the case may be, all baptisms of Slaves solemnized by them. 
26.— And it is further enacted, that Christian Slave owners or employers 
residing in Cape ‘Town and other towns and villages, and their immediate 
vicinity in the Colony where free schools are or may be established, shall send 
their Slave children, above three years and under ten years of age, at least 
three days in each week, to any such free schools; and those whose residence 
will not permit them to afford this consoling advantage to their Slave children, 
are carnestly recommended and invited to avail themselves of any other means 
which may offer within their reach for giving them instruction. 
27.—And tts hereby further enacted, that separate books shall be kept in 
the offices of the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, and of his Assistants in 
the respective country districts, of all baptized Slaves, specifying their ages, 
sex, date of baptism, and by whom baptized. 
_ 28.—And it is hereby further. enacted and declared, that no person in the 
Colony, being in a state of slavery, shall be, or be deemed or taken to be, 
by reason or ‘on account of such his or her condition, incompetent to pur- 
chase, acquire, possess, hold, enjoy, alienate, or dispose of property; but 
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every such Slave shall, and is hereby declared to be, competent to purchase, 
acquire, possess, hold, enjoy, alienate and dispose. of, lands situate in the 
Colony, or money, c cattle, implements or utensils of husbandry, or house- 
hold furniture, or other eflects of such or the like: nature, of what value or 
amount soever, and to bring, maintain, prosecute and defend, any suit or 
action in any Court of Justice, for or in respect of any auch property, as 
fully and amply, to all intents and purposes, as if he or she were of free con- 
dition. 

29. —And whereas a saving-bank i is already established in the Oilany, and 
it is expedient that provision should be made for giving the fullest effect to the 
sane, it is hereby enacted, that interest, at and after the rate of four per 
ecntum per annum, shall be allowed upon the amount of every sum of mouey 
(not less than twenty-five shillings), which may be deposited 3 in any Saving- 
bank ; which interest shall be a charge upon the general revenues of the 
Colony. And any Slave making any deposit of. money 1n any such Saving- 
bank, shall be at liberty to make a declaration of the manner in which, and 
the names of the person or persons to whom, in the event of his or her death, 
the amount of his or her contribntions to the said Saving-bank shail be paid, 
applied, and disposed of; and such declaration shall be recorded ina book to 
be kept for that purpose at the saving-bank where such deposit may be made; 
and, upon the death of the Slave making such declaration, the same sball, in 
the absence of any other last will, be deemed and taken to be the last will and 
testament of such Slave, under the direction of the Orphan Chamber, 1 as 
far as regards the collection, preservation, and distribution thereof; the same 
to be free from all manner ot charge, fee, or duty : and, in case any such Slave 
shall marry after having made any sich declaration, such marriage shall be, 
and be deemed and taken to be, a revocation in the law of such eelaration: 
And it is further cnacted, that, in case any Slaves or Slave in the Colony 
shall dic intestate, and without having made any such declaration as aforesaid, 
which may remain unrevoked at the time of bis death, then, and in every 
such case, the property of such Slave shall go and be disposed of by the 
Orphan Chamber to and in favour of such persons or person, as, by virtue of 
the laws of the Colony then in force, may be entitled to any such property. 
And it is further ordered, that in case any Slaves or Slave die intestate, and 
without having made stich declaration as aforesaid, and have no Felacions 
entitled to their succession, then, and in every such case, the property shall 
be paid by the Orphan Chamber into a fund formed in the Colony, for the 
purchase of such female Slave children as shall appear to the Cominittce ap- 
pointed by Proclamation of the 18th of March 1823, to manage that fund, 
to be most deserving of such consideration; and the price to be “paid for any 
female Slave or Slaves, whose freedom may be thus purchased, shall be fixed 
according to their actual value by two arbitrators, after being duly sworn to 
act impartially ; ; one to be chosen by the owner of the Slave, and the other 
by the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, with power to the Court of Justice 
to name an umpire, In case of difference, who shall be duly sworn for that 
purpose, and whose award shall be final. 

30.—And it is further enacted, that the Saving- banks ee en the Colony 
shall,-as far as the deposits of Slaves are coucer ned, and for whiels distinct books 
shall be kept, be under and subject to the controul and inspection of the Re- 
eistrar and Guardian of Slaves, or bis Assistants in the respective country dis- 
tricts, as the case may be, and that the Governor, or Acting-Governor tor the 
time being, shail be, and he is hereby authorised to appoint such proper and 
necessary officers, and to make such rules and reeulations, as may be best 
adapted for managing the business of the said banks, and for ensuring order 
and punctuality therein, and for preventing anv misapplication of the monies 
therein’ to be deposited; provided that such rules and regulations be not te- 
pucnant to this present Ordinance; and that the same be fortlawith transmitted 
tor [lis Majesty’s approbation, through one of Elis Majesty's Principal Secre- 
taries of State. | 

31.—And it is hereby further enacted, that no deposit of money shall at any 
one time, or within any one week be npcuived at any of the said saving-banks 
from any Slave, exceeding the sum of fifty shillings i in the whole, unless such 
Slave, at the tine of tendering any such deposit, ‘shall produce ‘the consent 
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in writing of his owncr or manager to such deposit being made; and in case 
any Slave shall be desirous at any one time, or in any one week, to make any 
such deposit of moncy, exceeding the sum of fifty shillings, and the owner or 
manager of such Slave shall refuse his consent to such deposit being made, 
then and in every such case, the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, or his As- 
sistant in the respective country districts, as the case may be, shall, upon ap- 
plication made to him for that purpose, issue a summons under his hand and 
scal, requiring the owner or manager of such Slave, or the persons under 
whose direction such Slave may be, to appear before him, by themselves or 
their agents, at some convenient time and place to be for that purpose ap- 
pointed ; and if such owner or manager, or other person as aforesaid, being 
duly cited, shall fail to appear before the said Registrar and Guardian of 
Slaves, or his Assistant in the respective country districts, as the case may be, 
or, appearing, shall fail to lay before him good and sufficient cause whiy such 
deposit ought nat to be made, then, and in every such case, the said Registrar 
and Guardian of Slaves, or his Assistant in the respective country districts, as 
the case may be, shall issue an order, under his hand and seal, requiring the 
manager of the saving bank to reccive the amount of such deposit, and the 
same shall be received by him accordingly. 

32.—And it is further enacted, that no duty, tax, or impost of any nature 
or kind whatsoever, and that no fee of office, shall be hereafter paid or pay- 
able within the said Coluny, upon, for, or on account, or in respect of the 
manumission of any Slave, or the enrolment or registration of any deed of 
manumission: and if any person within the said Colony shall hereafter take, 
demand, or receive, any such tax, duty, impost, or fee of office, the person so 
offending shall incur and become liable to the payment ofa fine not excecding 
twenty pounds sterling, and not less than five pounds sterling. 

33.—And it is hereby further enacted, that in case any Slave within the 
said Colony shall be desirous to purchase the freedom of him or herself, or of 
his or her wife or husband, or child, or brother, or sister, it shall and may be 
lawful to and for any such Slave to purchase the freedom of himsclf or her- 
self, or of any such other person as aforesaid. Provided always that every 
such Slave who shall be desirous so to purchase the freedom of himself or 
herself, or any such person as aforesaid, shall be able to prove, and shall 
actually have proved, to the satisfaction of the Registrar and Guardian of 
Slaves, or of his Assistant in the respective country districts, that the money 
or other property by which he or she has been enabled to make such purchase, 
bas been acquired by him or her by lawful means ; and if, under such proviso, 
the owner of any such Slave shall be unwilling to effect his or her manumis- 
sion, or shall by reason of any mortgage, or other charge upon, or interest 
in such Slave being vested in any other person or persons, be unable to exe- 
cute a valid and effectual manumission of such Slave, or if the owner, or any 
other person, having an interest in any such Slave, shall be a minor, or a 
married woman, or idiot, or lunatic; or if the real aud true owner of any 
such Slave shall be absent from the Colony, or shall not be known, or if any 
suit or action shall be pending in any Court of Justice in the Colony, wherein 
the title of the said Slave, or the right to his or her services, shall or may be 
in controversy ; or if the owner of any such Slave shall demand, as the price 
of his or her freedom, a greater sum of money than may be the fair a | just 
value thereof, then, and in each and every of the cases aforesaid, the Court 
of Justice of the Colony, on application made to it for that purpose by the 
Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, shall issue a summons under their hands 
ae the seal of the court, requiring the owner or manager of such Slave, or 
the persons or person under whose direction such Slave may be, to appear 
before it by themselves or their agents, at some convenient time and place to 
be for that purpose appointed ; and notice shall also be published by the said 
Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, in the Public Gazette of the Colony, on 
three several days, of the time and place appointed for the purpose aforesaid ; 
and in such notice all persons having, or claiming to have, any title or inte- 
rest in or to the Slave proposed to be manumitted, either in their own right, 
or as the Guardians, Attorney, Trustees, or Executors of any other person, shall 
be required to attend and prefer such claim. | | 
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34,—And itis hereby further enacted, that at the time appointed for any 
such meeting as aforesaid, the. Court of Justice for the Colony, iu. the 
presence of the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, and also in the presence of 
the owner, or-his representatives, or manager of the Slaves or Slave. proposed 
‘to be manumitted, or upon proof being made ta it on oath of the due service 
and publication of such notice as aforesaid, then, if necessary, in the absence 
-of such owner or manager, shall proceed to hear, in.a summary way, what 
‘may be alleged by the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, and by the owner or 
manager, or other persons claiming any interest in the Slave proposed to be 
‘manumitted ; and in case the parties, or any of them, shall refuse to effect anv 
such manumission; or if it shall appear to the said Court that a valid aud 
effectual manumission of any such Slave cannot legally be effected by private 
contract ; or if it shall be made to appear to the said Court that the owner 
of any such Slave, or that any person having any charge upon, or interest in, 
him or her, 1s a minor or a married woman, or idiot, or lunatic; or that the real, 
and true owner of any such Slave, or that any person having any charge upoa 
-or interest In him or her is absent from the Colony, or is unknown, or cannot 
be tound ; or that any suit or action is pending in any Court of Justice in the 
‘said Colony, wherein the title to the said Slave, or the right to his services, 1s 
in controversy ; or if it shall appear to the said Court, that any difference of 
opinion exists between the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves in the Colony, 
and the owner of any such Slave, respecting his or her price or value, then,, 
and in every such case, the said Court shall require the Registrar and Guar- 
dian of Slaves, and the owner, manager, or person having the direction of any 
such Slave, each to nominate an appraiser of his orher value; and the said: 
appraiser, being first duly sworn betore the said Court to make a fair and im- 
partial appraiscment, shall within seven days next after such their appoiat- 
ment, make a joint valuation of the Slave proposed to be manumitted, and 
certify such their valuation to the said Court, under their hands and seals ;. 
and in case such joint certificate shall not be delivered to the said Court within 
the said term of seven days, thea the said Court shall.itself ngminate an umpire 
between such appraisers ; and the said umpire, being duly sworn, shall withia 
the next seven days, certify his valuation, under his hand and seal, to the said 
Court, and the valuation to be made in manner aforesaid, either by the said: 
joint appraisers, or in their default, by the said umpire, shall be binding and 
conclusive, and shall be entered and enrolled in. the Office of Slave Registry of 
the Colony. 


. 35.—And it is hereby further enacted, that, upon etree. to the Receiver 
General or Treasurer of the Colony, of the appraised value of any such Slave 
as aforesaid, atter deducting therefrom the expence of the appraisement to be 
allowed by the said Court, the said Receiver-General or Treasurer shal! grant 
to the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, a receipt for the moncy so to be re-' 
ceived. by him ; and: such receipt shall be duly enrolled in the Othce of Slave 
Registry in the Colony, together with a declaration under the hand and seal 
of the said Court, that the proceedings required by law for the manumission 
of the Slave, by or on behalf of whom such money was paid, had been duly 
laid before it, and thereupon such Siave shall be, and: be deemed taken and re- 
puted to be free, to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 


t) 


36.—And it is hereby enacted, that in all cases where such appraisement. 
shall be made by reason of the refusal of the owner or owners of any such, 
Slave to effect his or her manumission, or by reason of any diffcrence of opi- 
nion between the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves and the owner or 
proprietor of any such Slave, respecting his or her price or value, the 
expences of such appraisement shall be equally borne by, and divided be- 
tween such owner ur proprietor and the Slave proposed to be manumitted. 
And in all cases where such appraisement shall be made by reason of the ina- 
bility of the owner or proprietor to effect a valid manumission by private con~ 
tract, or by reason of the minority, coverture, idiotcy, or lunacy of such, 
owner or proprietor ; or by reason of the absence trom the Colony of any such, 
owner or proprietor, or other person having a.charge upon the said Slave ; or. 
by reason that any such owner or proprietor is unknown, or cannot be found, 
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or by reason of the pendency in any Court of Justice in the Colony of any: 
suit or action wherein the title to the said Slave, or the right to his or her 
services, 1s In controversy ; then, and in all such eases, the expences of 
the said appraisement shall be equally divided between: the Slave ae ete to 
be’ manumitted, and the owner or proprietor, or other persons 

charge upon, or interest in. him or her; and such Jast mentioned moiety of the 
said expences shalt be deducted from the money arising from the manumis- 
sion of the Slave, before the investment thereof, in the manner directed in and 
by this Ordinance. : 

37 .— And it is further enacted, that the money to arise from the manumission 
of any Slave, by virtue of the proceedings before mentioned, shall and may be laid 
out and invested under the authority of the Court of Justice, on the applica- 
tion of any person or persons tnterested therein, in the purchase of any other 
Slave or Shaves ; or 1f no such application be made, then such money shall re- 


main in the hands of the Receiver-General or ‘Treasurer of the Colony, and- 


shall be the property of the persons who were the proprietors of such ma- 


murmaitted Slave or Slaves, and shall be held upon, under, and subject to all’ 


aving any: 
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Such moiety to be de- 
ducted trom the apraised 
value. 


How money accruing 
from such redemptions 
to be dispused of. 


such and the same uses, trusts, I:mitations, conditions, mortgages, claims, and : 


demands, of what nature or kind soever, as such Slave or Slaves was or were 
held, wpon, under, ov subject unto, at such the time of his, her, or their ma- 
numission: and the said Reeeiver-General, or Treasurer, shall hold the said 
money, subject to such orders as the said Court of Justice may, upon a 
summary application of any person interested therein, see fit to make; 
and such money shall, by the said Reeeiver-General, or Treasurer, be paid, 
apphed, and disposed of, in pursuance of, and obedience to, any such order. 
38.—And it is hereby further enacted, that before the manumission of anv 
Slave by virtue of any private contract for that purpose, between such Slave 
and his owner, notice of such intended manumission shall, by the owner of 
such Slave, be given in writing to the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, who, 
on bebalt of the said Slave, shall be bound to ascertain that such owner bas 
good right and title in the law, and is competent to effect such manumission ; 
and the said' Registrar and Guardian of Slaves shail, also, without fee or 
reward, prepare the proper deed of manumission, and the same shall, in all 
cases, be executed in the presence of the said Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, 
or of some proper witness to be by him appointed for that purpose; and 


The Receiver-General 
to hold and dispose of 
the said money, subject 
to the directions of the 
Court of Justice. 


Redemption of Slaves 
by private contract to 
be effected with the 
knowledge of, and acts 
uf manumission to be 
executed ard = enrolled 
by the Reyistrar and 
Guardian, 


being so executed, shall, by such Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, be enrolled - 


in the Office of Slave Registry in the Colony, within: one calendar month 
next after the date and execution thereof; and in case any such deed shail 
not be registered at the said Office of Registry, within the said period of one 
calendar month, the said Registrar and Guardian of Slaves shall incur, and be 
liable to, the payment of a fine, not exceeding fifty pounds sterling, nor less 
than ten pounds sterling, such fines to be sued for and recovered by His Ma- 
jesty’s Fiscal, in the full Court of Justice. 

39.—And whereas by the usages in the Courts of Judicature.in the Colony, 
persons in a state of slavery have hitherto been reputed competent in law to 
be admitted as witnesscs in criminal cases, as well as in civil proceedings ; 
and whereas it is expedient that the said custom: should be recognized and 
established by law, it is thevefore enacted and declared, that no person shalt 
henceforth be rejected as a witness, or considered as incompetent to give ev!- 
dence in any Court of Civil or Criminal] Justice in the Colony, by reason of 
his or her being in a state of slavery, if such: witness be sufficiently instructed 
in the principles of religion to understand the nature and obligation of an 
oath; provided, nevertheless, that no person being in a state of slavery shall 
be admitted to give evidence in any civil suit or action in which his or her 
owner is directly concerned ; and provided, also, that nothing herein con- 
tained, shall extend to take away or diminish any power and authority which 
any Court of Criminal Jurisdiction in the Colony now hath, to admit, in any 
case, the evidence of persons being in a state of slavery : provided, also, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to render 
any Slave a competent witness in any case in which such Slave would be 
incompetent to give evidence if he or she were of free condition, | 

49.-—And it is hereby further enacted, that the salary of the Registrar and 
Guardian of Slaves, shall, by hum, be taken and received in Jieu, and in full 


Penalty, and how sued 
for. . ‘ 


Slaves competent to 
give cvidenee on vath ; 


but in civil suits not 
for or against their 
Masters. 


Power of the Courts to 
admit evidenceof Slareg 
in any case, to remain 
in force. 


Rules revpecting the in- 
competency, mn certain 
cases, of Free Persons 
to give evidence to exe 
tend to Slaves. 
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with death, is to be 


punished. 
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satisfaction of all fecs, perquisites of office, advantages and emoluments what- 
soever; and that if he, the said Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, shall take 
or receive, directly or indirectly, any fee, perquisite of office, advantage or 
emolument, other than his said salary, for and in respect to any act, matter, 
or thing, done or pertormed by him in the execution of such his office, he 
shall incur, and become liable to, the payment of a fine, equal to twice the 
amount of what he may so receive, and shall, moreover, become disqualified 
from holding such his office. 

41.—And it is hereby further enacted, that the said Registrar and Guardian 
of Slaves shall, on the first Monday next after the 25th day of December, and 
on the first Monday next after the 24th day of June, in each year, deliver to 
the Governor, or Acting Governor for the time being, of the Colony, a report 
in writing, exhibiting an account of the manner in which the duties of such 
his office have been performed during the half-year next preceding the date 
of such his report; and especially stating the number of the actions, suits, 
and prosecutions in which he may have acted as the Guardian of any Slave or 
Slaves, with the dates and effect of all the proceedings therein, and the parti- 
culars of all the returns which, by virtue of this Ordinance, may have been 
made to lim by the Assistant Registrars and Guardians of Slaves, within the 
Colony ; and the names of the persons, if any, against whom any criminal 
prosecution may have been instituted under and by virtue of this Ordinance, 
together with the number of licences which may by him have been granted 
for the marriage of any Slaves, with the number of marriages appearing to have 
been solemnized in pursuance thereof, together with the amount of the sums 
of money deposited in the Saving Banks in the said Colony, and also a 
statement of the names of all the Slaves manumitted under the authority of 
this present Ordinance ; and the Governor, or acting Governor for the time 
being of the Colony, shall, thereupon, adininister to the said Registrar and 
Guardian of Slaves, an oath, that such report contains a true and accurate 
statement of the several matters and things therein referred to; and when 
and so soon as the said Registrar and Guardian of Slaves shall have made 
such his half-yearly report, and shall, in manner aforesaid, have been sworn 
to the truth thereof, then, and not before, the said Governor, or Acting Go- 
vernor, shall issue to the said Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, a warrant for 
the amount of his salary, to be paid half-yearly, for the half-year next pre- 
ceding the date of such report; and the said Governor, or Acting Governor, 
shall, and he is hereby required, by the first convenient opportunity, to trans- 
mit such he as aforesaid, to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, 
having the Department of the Colonies. 

42.—And it is further enacted, that if the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, 
or any of his Assistants in the several districts of the Colony, or any other 
person, shall wilfully and fraudulently make, or cause or procure to be made, 
any erasure or interlineation in any of the books, records, or returns, or shall 
wilfully make, or cause or procure to be made, any false entry in any such 
book, record, or return, or shall wilfully and frudulently burn, cancel, or ob- - 
literate the same, or any of them, or any part thereof, the person or persons 
so offending shall be liable to the payment of a fine not exceeding one hun- 
dred pounds sterling, and not less than fifty pounds sterling, and shall be dis- 
qualitied from holding any such ofhce: and the said penalties shall be sued 
for, if in the case of the Registrar and Guardian of Slaves, by His Majesty’s 
Fiscal, in the full Court ot Justice ; and if in the case of any of the Assistants 
of the said Registrar in the country districts, by the respective public prose- 
cutors, before the several Boards of Land-drosts and Heemradcn. 

43.—And it is further enacted, that maltreatment of a Slave by the 
proprietor, not attended with death, shall be punished by fine, imprisonment, 
banishment, or other sentence of the law, by any of the competent Courts in 
the Colony, according to the nature of the case and the degree of cruelty ex- 
ercised, and the Slave so maltreated shall be publicly sold for the account of 
the owner, but under special condition of never coming again into his power, 
or into that of his parents, children, brothers or sisters: and in case any 
person shall be convicted of any cruel and unlawful punishment to any Slave, 
the said Courts shall, and are hereby authorized, at their discretion, to declare 
the right and interest of the person so convicted in-and to any such Slave to 
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be absolutely forfeited to His Majesty ; but when the maltreatment of a Slave 
has been attended with death, the Court in giving judgment, shall be guided 
by the law applicable to homicide. 

44,—And it is further enacted, that if any person shall be twice convicted 
before any tribunal in the Colony, of inflicting upon any Slave or Slaves any 
cruel and unlawful punishment within the.meaning of the preceding section 
of this Ordinance, the person so convicted shall, in addition to the penalties 
thereinbefore mentioned, be declared by the Court before which such second 
conviction may take place, absolutely incapable in the law to be the owner, 
or to act as the manager, overseer, or superintendent of any Slaves or Slave 
within the Colony: and all and every the Slaves or Slave, of which, at the 
time of such second conviction, any such person may be the owner, shall be 
publicly sold for his account under special condition of never coming into the 

wer or under the controul of his parents, children, brothers, or sisters. 

A45.—And it is further enacted, that maltreatment of a Slave by the over- 
seer, or representative of the owner or proprietor, or by any other individual 
not being the owner or proprietor of such Slave, shall be punished as if the 
same had been inflicted on a free person, placed under the superintendence or 
direction of such overseer, representative, or other individual. 

46.—And it is further enacted, that all complaints shall be brought, and all 
penalties incurred under the provisions of this Ordinance, shall be sued for 
and recovered (except where otherwise directed by the same), if in the country 
districts, before the several Boards of Land-drost or resident and commissioned 
Heemraden ; and if in Cape Town, and the district thereof, before the perma- 
nent sitting Commissioner, and, on recovery, shall be disposed of as follows, 
viz. one-third to the informer, and two-thirds to the fund specified in 


Clause 29 of this Ordinance, for purchasing the freedom of female Slave 
children. 


47.—And whereas by the provisions of this Ordinance, for the improve- 


ment of the condition of the Slaves in the Colony, it is not intended to in- 
fringe on the lawful rights of their owners to the property in their Slaves, or 
of any other person or persons interested in their value ; it is hereby declared, 
that none of the said provisions shall be deemed to affect in any degree the 
lawful right of property of the owners in their Slaves, or any just claims to 
their services. 

48.—And it is hereby further enacted and declared, that whenever any 
Slave or Slaves, or any right or interest in any Slave or Slaves, shall, upon the 
conviction of any person or persons, in the manner in this Ordinance men- 
tioned, become forfeited to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, such for- 
feiture shall not be carried into effect by the actual seizure, or sale of the 
property so forfeited, until the particulars and circumstances of the case shall 
have been reported to His Majesty through one of His Principal Secretaries of 
State, and until His Majesty shall have signified His Royal pleasure therein : 
provided, that, pending any such reference to His Majesty, such forfeited pro- 
perty shall be and remain legally vested in him, subject to be divested in case 

is Majesty shall be graciously pleased to remit any such forfeiture. 

Ag.—And it is further enacted and declared, that no such forfeiture as 
aforesaid to His Majesty, of any Slave or Slaves, or of any right or interest in 
any Slave or Slaves, shall, or according to the true intent and meaning of 
this Ordinance doth in any way diminish, affect, or take away the right or 
interest of any person or persons to, or in, any such Slave or Slaves, other 
than and except the person or persons upon the conviction of whom any such 
forfeiture may be incurred. 

50.—And it is further enacted, that this Ordinance shall take effect, and be 
in force from and after the first day of August next. 

And that no person may plead ignorance hercof, this will be published and 
affixed in the usual manner. 


GOD SAVE THE KING. 


Given at the Cape ot Good Hope, this nineteenth day of June one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-six. 


By command of his Honour the Licutenant-Governor, 


(Signed) R. PLASKET, Secretary to Government. 
By order of the Council, . 
(Signed) D.M.PERCEVAL, Clerk of the Council. 
AF 
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DIOCESE OF JAMAICA AND THE BAHAMAS. 


, No 1. 


Ectract from a Letter from the Bishop of Jamaica to Earl Bathurst, 
dated 20th February 1826. 


'I BEG leave to call your Lordship’s attention to an extract of a letter, 
which I have lately received, detailing a mode of instruction, and which has 
been attended with the most salutary effects. 

1 have lately visited the Eastern and Northern parishes of the island, and 
{am happy to announce to your Lordship a growing disposition for the- 
institution of Sunday and Parochial Schools, which experience proves to be 
the only efficient means of instructing the Slave and coloured population. 

I held my second ordination yesterday; three Deacons and five Priests 
were added to the Ministry. 

{I am carrying into effect throughout all the parishes, the provisions of the 
new Clergy Act, andI begin already te perceive the immediate advantages 
resulting to the Church from that measure. 3 

It is my intention to visit Honduras and the Bahamas about the middle of 
aext month. : 


Extract from a Letter fromthe Reverend Griffith Griffiths to the Bishop of 
| Jamaica, dated February 15, 1826. 


| AT the close of the morning service I select the most forward and intelli- 
‘gent, whether free or Slaves, who, either by moral instruction or otherwise, 
have committed to memory any. considerable part of the Catechism; and 
these (after having divided the others into classes, each consisting of about 
twenty, more or less, males and females, adults and children, separately), I’ 
appoint as masters over their respective classes, to impart that portion of 
knowledge that they may have obtained to the more ignorant, and less 
anstructed ; this they do with alacrity aud faithfulness. | 
In the mean time, I myself am employed in preparing candidates for 
baptism and marriage, in explaining the nature of both, He erforming the 
same, which occupies from an hour to an hour and a half. then visit the 
different classes, where I am happy to add, an astonishing regularity and 
subordination have hitherto prevailed. The teaching in classes being over, I 
enter the reading desk and catechise the whole congregation together till the 
commencement of the evening service. The number thus instructed regularly 
since Christmas have been from two hundred to three hundred adults and 
about one hundred and forty children. | : 
The instruction has hitherto been only oral, and that from want of books, 
but having now obtained a sulficiency, { propose on my return to commence 
teaching by letters upon the same principle as before. And although there 
will be considerable difficulty in getting teachers at the beginning, I do not, 
however, despair of being able ina few months effectually to obviate this 
obstacle. As soon as any of them know the alphabet I shall appoint them 
to teach the same to others, ‘ jamque docenter alios docendo,” as Dr. Bell 
justly observes, whose mode of teaching I adhere to as far as circumstances 
will admit, and I anticipate a success similar to that of the Madras Asylum 
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My Lorn, - , Spanish Town, Jamaica, June 12,1826. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose a report of my late visitation to Honduras- 
and the Bahamas, and: I venture to draw your Lordship’s attention more par- 
ticularly to that part which refers to the appointment of a free black man, 
Joseph Watkins ; and to suggest whether Cataehest would not be a more 
appropriate title than Preacher. At the same time it is my duty to bear my 
testimony to the excellence of. his general character, and to the proficiency of 
his scholars, whom I examined myself, and found them strictly brought up 
in the principles of the Established Church. 

No. 2, is a report from the Curate of the parish of St. Andrew, which is 
equally creditable to himself and his partshioners. 

No. 3, is a statement of a person sent out by the Church Missionary 
Society, to instruct the Negroes on Papine Estate, in St. Andrew’s parish, the 
property of James B. Wildman, Esq. much praise is due to him for his skill- 
and industry, and I am ‘inclined to augur most favourably of a system of 
education which seems particularly calculated to mect those appalling 
difficulties in the instruction of Negroes, listlessness and inattention. 

| I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHRISTOPHER, JAMAICA. - 


The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G. | : 
&e. &e. &e. | | 


No. I e 


My Lorp, ~~ Spanish Town, Jamaica, June 10, 1826. 


I HAVE to communneate, for your Lordship’s information, that I visited’ 
the Grand Cuymanas on the 20th of March, and had an interview with the 
Magistrates and other respectable inhabitants of that dependancy of Jamaica. 
‘There is no minister of religion of any persuasion whatever on the island ; 
it is a low sand bank, and full of swamps in the centre ; about thirty miles in 
length and seven in breadth. The service of the Church of England is regu- 
larly performed by the Magistrates in the towns—George Town and Bodden 
‘Town ; and all other ministerial duties, as marriages and burials, &c. are dis- 
charged by the same Authorities, who receive their commissions from the 
Governor of this island. They seemed anxious for a Minister of the Esta- 
blished Church, and for the. institution of parochial schools. At George Town 
I observed the timber ready for a new chapel, but I fear their means of con- 
tributing to these desirable objects are very limited. I have great satisfaction, 
however, in bearing my testimony to a very. general desire for religious in- 
‘struction, and I consider this to be a field particularly adapted for the labours 
of a Catechist. No proprietor possesses more than forty Slaves in the while 
island ; they are employed chiefly in fishing for turtle and in the manufacture 
of starch from arrow.root and aspecics of rush ; their houses are neat, and the 
inhabitants are distinguished by a very striking simplicity of manners. There 
were thirty-one families, regularly married by the Custos, living at George 
Town: The population is generally estimated at five hundred whites and 
eight hundred persons of colour—of these latter about two hundred and fiity 
are free. ee 

I arrived at Belize Honduras, onthe 24th of March, but unfortunately in such 
a state of fever as to be incapable of attending to any public business till the 13th 
of April, when I consecrated a very handsome new church, built at a great ex- 
pence by the Settlement, and capable of holding about five hundred persons. A 
burial ground adjoining was also consecrated. The Rev. Matthew Newport, the 
Minister, received his appointment from the Superintendant, on the recommen? 
dation of the Magistrates ; his salary his £300 per annum sterling, and fees to 
the amount of £200 per annum currency, are secured to him by thé colony. 
He h:s also some other advantages—as Chaplain to the garrison. A good free 
school has been endowed by the Settlement, and a very large and commo- 
dious school-room and house for the Master has been built. ‘The Master's sa- 
lary is £300 per annum currency, I found one hundred and seventy children 
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-of different-casts receiving instruction here on the Madras system. A branch 
‘society for promoting Christian knowledge, of whitch I am appointed Presi- 
‘dent, has been lately established, and no other books are allowed but such as 
care sanctioned by the Parent Society in England. I held a confirmation on 
the 17th of April, when forty-three persons were confirined, and I left the 
‘Settlement on the 18th, after having received évery mark of attention and 
kindness from the Superintendant, Major-General Codd, the Magistrates, and 
principal inhabitants. : : 

I arrived at Nassau, New Providence, on May 6th, and was received by all 
ithe public authorities in a manner very gratifying to my feelings, and strongly 
indicative of a sincere desire to promote the great objects of my mission. 
"Your Lordship 1s aware that the Bahamas consist of eleven parishes; 1 Christ: 
‘Church—2 St. Matthew at Nassau, New Providence—3 St. John, Elenthera— 
ASt. Patrick, Harbour Island—5 St. Salvador, Cat Island—6 St. Andrew | 
Exumias, great and fitth—7 St. Paul, Long Island, Rum-key, &c.—8 St. 
David's, Crooked Island—g St. George, Caicos Islands—10 St. Thomas, : 
“‘Turk’s Islands—11 St. Peter, Abaco. 

‘T regret to say, that there are only three churches and two clergymen in 
these eleven parishes, namely, Christ Church, the Rev. W. Hepworth, and 
St. Thomas, Turk’s Islands, the Rev. William Strachan. The church in 
Harbour Island, St. Patrick, was blown down about a year and a half ago, 
and no measures have yet been taken fo rebuild it. Under these circum- 
stances I consulted with Mr. President Munnings (now at the head of the 
‘Government, in the absence of his Excellency Major-General Grant), in’ 
what manner the very pressing wants of the church in this part of the div- 
.cese could be supplied; and I thought it my duty to submit to him the 
‘Clergy Act, passed last Session in this island, together with such suggestions 
as I thought applicable to the colony, and I have every reason to conclude 
‘that these measures will be taken tnto consideration by the Legislature at their 
next mecting. 

_ The Rev. W. Strachan, now Rector of St. Thomas, was duly instituted 
‘by mec, and 1s ready to take possession of the living of St. Matthew, Nas- 
au, (to which preterment he has been already presented by the Governor), 
as soon as 1 shall be enabled to send a clergyman to succeed him at 'Turk’s 
Island. Catechists under the direction, and subject to the controul of the 
clergy, with my licence, might be employed with great effect and advantage 
in this part of the diocese. | : 

- There is a free-school at Nassau, supported by the colony, where one 
Aundred and twenty-six children, white and coloured, are educated. The 
,master receives four pounds ten shillings for each pupil. 

There is also another school for coloured children, to which Joseph Wat- 
Ains, a free black man, was appointed master by the Associates of Dr. Bray's 
‘Charity, in 1814, at a salary of thirty pounds per annum sterling. 

In 1822, this person was appointed by the Legislature Preacher at St. Paul's 
‘Chapel, a place of worship wxconsecrated, and private property, with a salary 
-of fifty pounds per annum currency. He reads every part of the Church ser- 
‘vice, including the Absolution, to a large congregation, and expounds the 
Scriptures. 1 can, of course, have no Jurisdiction over a Layman in his 
character: but I cannot help observing on the irregularity of a person not in 
holy orders thus ministering publicly in the congregation, but whose services 
appear to be sanctioned by the Colonial Government. Y 

f tock my seat as a Member of Council in this colony on the 9th of May. 

I cannot conclude my observations on this part of my diocese without 
remarking that the Slave population throughout the Bahamas is in a very 
improved state. They are much encouraged by their masters to work out 
their own freedom at a moderate price, by faithful service, for a stated period; 
and 1 am inclined to attribute their advancement in civilization, ainonest 
other causes, to their coming trequently in contact with their masters as 
domestic servants, and to the small proportion they bear to the whites, com- 


pared with any other colony. | 

: (Signed) CHRISTOPHER, JAMAICA. 
she Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G.— 
BG fe. &e. —— 
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Extract from the Report of the Rev. W. H. Lindsay, Curate of St. Andrew, 
Jamaica, to the Lord Bishop of Jamuica, March, 1826. 


“YOUR Lordship is probably aware that my duty on Sundays commences 
with a visit to Stony-ITill Barracks, the head-quarters of the 50th Regiment, 
being a distance of six miles from my place of residence; from whence 
(liaving read the morning prayers, attended the school, and performed what- 
ever extra services may have been required) I return in sufficient time for: 
the cclebration of Divine Worship in my church, which is generally most 
respectably attended by the several families resident in the parish. At the 
- conclusion of the service, I retire into the vestry room, followed by such 
persons of colour as have attended for the express purpose either of being. 
admitted by baptism into the bosom of the church, or of being united in the. 
holy state of matrimony. Following the example of other diligent and suc- 
cessful promoters of the Gospel in your Lordship’s diocese, I admit rone to 
the blessed privileges of Christianity, neither infants nor adults, unless the: 
former are accompanied by their respective sponsors, who have so far advanced 
in religious knowledge as to be able to comprehend the meaning of the Sacra- 
ment, together with the nature of the obligation which they have assuined,. 
and unless the latter can answer a few casy simple questions relative tu the 
leading articles of their faith, and are in like manner attended. 

. Thus, my Lord, by pursuing such an undeviating line of conduct, are 
gained two matcrial objects, highly conducive to the spiritual welfare of the 
Slave. For, in the first place, by the latter mode of proceeding, no Negro 
will presume to present himself before me as a candidate for baptism without 
having used some exertions to procure instruction, knowing that rejcction 
will be the inevitable consequence of his inability to reply to the questions 
proposed to him; neither do I conceive that the progress of the Gospel will, 
by such a method, be in any way retarded, or that the admission of converts ' 
to Christianity will be Icss frequent, as man 1s generally most eager in pursuit 
of that which 1s difficult of attainment. To those whoin ignorance com- 
pels me to reject, I give a note addressed to thciremployers, stating my rea-_ 
sons for so doing. 

Secondiy, by requiring the regular attendance of sponsors, I am enabled 
to form a tolerable class, in instructing and catechising, whom I am usually 
employed tor the space of forty minutes, or an hour, preparatory to my. 
advance to the Altar, for the purposes already related. Having thus dis- 
charged my duties in the church, my attention is immediately directed to 
the parish workhouse, where I read the evening service, and couclude with 
a short, plain, and familiar lecture, adapted to the capacities of my hearers, 
and which, from their general murmur of approbation, and the ‘gratitude 
they express, [am convinced they thoroughly comprehend. 

I am happy, my Lord, to be able to bear testimony to a very laudable 
spirit and desire of improvement which has lately manifested itself among 
the free persons of colour resident in this parish. In the month of March 
received a Ietter (of which I annex a copy), and it was mentioned by the 
bearers of this letter, in the name of their acquaintance, that they would 
willingly defray the expence of lighting the church, provided I would grant 
yny attendance and afford them further information, with which request, of 
course, I readily complied, and I can assure your Lordship that the result | 
has exceeded my sanguine expectations. My conzregations on Wednesday 
evenings consist, almost exclusively, of colourcd persons, bond as wellas free, 
amounting to about an average of one hundred and fiftv individuals. Seven 
o'clock is the hour at which service commences, when all servants can conve- 
niently attend; and it is a pleasure to observe with what order and decorum 
they return to their respective homes. I_imust not omit, also, to mention, 
that the Magistrates and Vestry have lately contributed all in their power to 
the furtherance of religion and improvement of the lower classes, by assuming 
to themselves all the above-mentioned expences, and also by giving every 
encouragement to their Negroes to attend. I am about to give public notice 
of my intention of opening a Sunday school, which will be conducted by 
competent persons, undcr my own superintendence, for the benefit of such 
children as may resort thither for instruction, A tax has lately been inxposed 
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apon the parishioners, under the provisions of the new Clergy Bill, for. 


defraying the charge of erecting a chapel upon a convenient piece of land, 
gratuitously granted by our worthy Custos for that purpose, and that it is the 
Intention of the parish next year to erect another cliapel upon as convenient 


‘a spot as can be selected. (Signed) _ W. H. LINDSAY. 


Copy of a Letter from the Free Persons of Colour to the | er 
| WV. H. Lindsay. — 


WE, the Undersigned, derive great benefit from your religious instruction, 
and, hoping you will grant our request of Evening Prayers on Wednesdays, 


for the benefit of the poorer classes that are unable to attend Divine Service. 


on Sundays. Signed by twenty-six persons. 


No. 3. | 
June, 1826. 
Extract from the Report of Mr. Thomas Jones, of the Church Missionary 


Sociely, transmitted to the Bishop of Jamaica, relative to his mode of in- 


structing the Stave Population at Papine Estate, in the Parish of ‘St. 
Andrew. 


I COMMENCED instructing the Negroes on the above estate in the’ 


month of Jast February, from which period I have generally taught them 


every morning from seven o'clock to nine, from ten to twelve, and in the’ 


afternoon from one to two, and from two to five. I havealso taught the adults. 
from seven in the evening from the Ist of April. The number thus under 


my instruction are fifty-four children and fifty adults; out of this number: 


there are forty-three in monosyllables, and one young woman who has begun 
to read the New Testament. The Negroes of this property have given up- 
wards of ten pounds towards an intended organ, and they express themselves 
. as very thankful in having amongst them a teacher of religion. 

My manner of communicating knowledge and religious instruction is thus: 
I first endeavour to gain their attention, ¢hen their affection, and lastly, their 
confidence. After this I shew them what is a real object, and what is not, 
what relation one thing has to another, and make simple observations thereon, 
or any other circumstances that may have transpired. I then hear their 
lessons, and when [f perceive that they begin to grow weary (which in this 
tropical climate no person will be surprized at) I begin to call their attention 
to any pleasing object, and ask their opinion upon it.—They then read again, 
after this I exercise them with their hands, saying, ‘‘ Up, down, over, under, 
above, below, high, low, &c.” Ona different day I question them on re- 
ligious topics, teach them figures and different sorts of lines, as round, oval, 
square, &c., then the days of the week, month, &c. 


goth June 1826. | (Signed) THOMAS JONES. - 


No. 3. 


My Lorp, Spanish Town, Jamaica, September 1, 1826. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, at the request of the Corporate Body 
ot Kingston, certain Resolutions on the subject of an additional place of 
worship in that city, and also an estimate of the probable expence for erect- 
ing such building. 

Having failed in repeated endeavours to raise a Jarger sum than that which 
is specified in the resolutions by private subscription, [ was in hopes that 
the deficiency might have been supplied by a tax to be levied on the mbabi- 
tants generally, according to the provisions of the Consolidated Clergy Bull. 
I am induced, however, to conclude, from all that I can collect on the sub. 
ject, and particularly from the Report of a Select Committee appointed by 
the Corporation to investigate the distressed state of the finances from late 
commercial embarrassments, and the great arrear in collecting the pubhe 
ayxes, that the facts, as detailed in the accompanying document, are sub- 
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-stantially correct; of the expediency and, indeed, absolute necessity of ‘thi 
:additional place of worship, there can be no doubt, and I cannot give yout 
Lordship.a more satisfactory proof of the good disposition for religious in- 
struction, it there were the power, than the recent establishment of .a large 
Sunday-school, by private contributions. | 
I am induced to hope that, under these circumstances, your Lor¢d-hip will 
deem this case entitled to the ‘favourable consideration of the Lords Commis- 
-sioners-of His Majesty’s Treasury. It is my sincere conviction, that any 
seeming backwardness in carrying into effect recommendations of this nature, 
‘and having for -their object the instruction and improvement of the lower 
eclasses of the people, ariscs, in the present state of this colony, from a’ 
want of means rather than of inclination. : 
| IT have, &c. 
(Signed) CHRISTOPHER, JAMAICA. 

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. 


&c. &e. &c. 


Resolutions entered into by the Court of Common Councit, held in the City 
and Parish of Kingston, on Tuesday the \st day of dugust 1826. 


Ist.—That the inhabitants of Kingston, deeply impressed with the neces- 
“sity of increasing the number of places for public ‘worship, according to 
‘the forms of the Church of England, have raised by subscription the sum 
-of £4,200 for building a chapel, of which sum £1,200 have been expended 
in the purchase of a piece of ground and otherwise. 

. 2d.—That by the estimate now submitted .to this board, it appears that 
-a chapel.capable of holding one thousand persons can be built for £5,560, 
and that the ground can be enclosed, and the chapel fitted for Divine wor- 
‘ship, for about £1,500 more, making am aggregate expence of £7,000. 

_3d.—That to complete such -chapel, the sum of £4,000 currency, or 
£2,500 sterling, is required in addition .to the sabscription already made. 

. 4th.—That the state of this community renders it utterly impossible to 
‘raise In 1t any further funds, either by direct taxation or by a loan.; the ex- 
sting taxes,:heavy and intollerable as they are, being barely sufficient to meet 
‘the exigencies of the city. 

5th.—That the Lord. Bishop be, therefore, requested to apply to Earl 
‘Bathurst under the letter now laid before this board, for the sum of £2,500 
‘sterling, that being a sum nearly equal to what has been paid, subscribed by 
‘the inhabitants of Kingston. 

Vera Copie. 


(Signed) B. O. WILLIAMS, C.-C. C. 


~<A Specification of Carpenters, Masons, and Painters’ Work required ir 
building a Chapel, 65 Feet by 45 Feet, out and out. 


EXCAVATING and building the foundation three feet below the surface 
‘of the ground, and two feet above, three fect thick; the first story to be 
Huilt of bricks thirteen feet high, two and a half feet thick; the second 
fifteen feet high, two feet thick, with bnck cornices all round and _para- 
pet wall in front three feet high; the whole of the door and window 
frames to be built in with level jams, and built up with stock bricks with 
rub and gauge arches, plastering and white-washing, three coats. Building 
foundation for columns ; filling up and paving the building with hard bricks ; 
building foundation for three porticos to entrance, sixteen by twelve feet, with 
steps to the same, and paving with tiles. | 


Carperter's Ih ork. 


Framing roof over all with beams, king-posts, principals, purloins and 
‘braces, plate and -beams of hard wood; the remaining part of roof of pitch 
pine, close boarded with white pinc, and shingled with best twenty-two inch 
«yptess shingles, laying leaden gutter to front parapet. : 
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“Making three doors with es doors of cedar, twelve feet by six feet out 


‘to out; making twenty-three sash-frames complete, nine feet high by four 
“feet six inches, with circular tops; frames of pitch-pine and sashes of cedar ; 
“putting up thirteen turned columns of mahogany to support gallery ; sils 
‘of gallery to be of hard wood ; joisting and flooring of pitch-pine. | 

The whole of the pews to be of cedar, with turned ballustrades under 
‘hand-rails of gallery ; the upper ceiling to be flat, and ceiled with cedar ; 
‘Joisting of pitch-pine; ceiling under gallery and porticos of cedar; erecting 
‘two stair-cases of pitch-pine; hand-rails and ballustrades of mahogany. | 

Erecting three porticos to entrances, with four turned hard-wood columns. 
‘to each, to be flat and covered with lead, with facia boards and cornice ; joist- 
‘ing and ceiling the same; and furnishing a sufficient number of pitch-pine 
‘beaches for the ground-floor. | 

The above building could be completed in nine months for the sum of 
‘£5,400, including painting the same with three coats of oil colour. 


No. 4. 


“My Lorp, Spanish Town, Jamaica, October 14, 1826. 


IT HAVE much satisfaction in announcing to your Lordship that three of 

‘the new chapels, built by voluntary contributions of money, labour, and 
materrals, have been already consecrated. One called Harewood Chapel, in 
‘tthe parish of ‘St. Thomas in the Vale, on the property of the Earl of Hare- 
wood, who has most liberally promoted the work, and two, St. David’s and 
‘St. George's Chapels, -in the Aistricts of Carpenter’s Mountains and Mile 
‘Galley, in the parish of Manchester; another called Providence Chapel, in 
the Carpenter's Mountains District, is nearly finished and ready for consc- 
‘cration. All these buildings are neat and substantial, weld situated for the 
accommodation of the Slave population, and capable of containing from four 
chundred to five hundred persons. The proportions of Harewood Chapel are 
‘sixty feet by thirty: of the others, about fifty feet by twenty-six, thirteen 
4cet high. 

I enclose the Report of the Committee appointed by the Corporate Body 
‘of Kingston, with reference to the additional place of worship in that city, 
cand to which & alluded in my last communication, and, | 

| I have, &c. 


J) 


(Signed) CHRISTOPHER, JAMAICA, 


The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. 


&c. &c. &c. 


YOUR Committee appointed to take intoconsideration the contingencies and 
“ways and means of the city and parish, for the current year, have considered 
their Report, and taking into consideration the death of Mr. Wood, and the 
“consequent effect upon the recovery from his estate, the large claim due to the 
public of this city, (although every disposition is evinced by his executors to 
facilitate an early adjustment), are now reluctantly compelled to propose an 
increase of the taxation recommended ia their former Report, and beg to 
amend the same by adding fifty per cent. on the church and poor, and 
expunging the stock or trade. ‘The attention of your Committce has been 
scriously drawn to the distresses of the burthened inhabitants, so apparent 
both in the decrease of all taxable property in this city, as in the state of the 
arrearage rolls, upon which considerable sums are uncollected, and, notwith- 
standing the order of your board to enforce payment, are not likely to be 
available for the present purposes. The very unfavourable aspect of affairs in 
‘this parish interposes insurmountable objections to an increased tax of such 
amagnitade as would be occasioned by any kind of provision for erecting a 
chapel. Your Committee have therefore abstained from further burthens, 
‘but, on the contrary, feel themselves imperatively called upon to recommend 
to your board a reduction in the pay of the town guard immediately, and a 


View 
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Feductron (commensurate with the dutics to be performed) in the salarics of 
your officers; such reduction to take place at the commencement of the 
ensuing year; and that, for obvious reasons, the scale should be fixed and — 
made. public at the earliest convenient day ; your Committee finally recom- 
mend the sale of the premises purchased for a beef market. | 


(Signed) T. L. YATES. 
JNO. FOWLES. 
B. J. WILLIAMS. 


No. 5. 


~My Lorp, Spanish Town, November 9, 1826. 


I HAVE the pleasure to announce to your Lordship that much progress 
has lately been made in the establishment of Sunday and Parochial Schools. 
A liberal private subscription has been entered into for engrafting a school of 
industry on Buckford’s Free School at Spanish Town, (the children to be 
instructed in trades after school hours), and a master has been engaged froin 
the National School Society in England, to superintend it. I have also 
appointed a Catechist under the direction of the Rector to catechise the 
Slave population three days in a week. : 

With the consent of the Coporate Body at Kingston, a large public 
building has been appropriated tor a day school for all descriptions of persons ; 
a fund for the support of Sunday schools in Kingston, has also been 
established by voluntary subscription, by which upwards of three hundred 
children, of al! classes, are receiving the benefit of religious instruction. 

The vestries of the parishes of St. Elizabeth and Clarendon, have likewise 
voted a sum of money for schools for persons of free condition, which I con- 
sider a measure of much importance, as so many persons of that class have 
hitherto not had the means of obtaining instruction. oo. 

I have the honour to enclose a memorial from the Justices and Vestry of 
St. Thomas in the East, relative to the erection of a chapel in Blue Mountain 
Valley, a place every way calculated for that purpose. , 

Also the first report of the Branch Association of the Incorporated Society 
for Conversion, &c. of Negroes, by which it appears that upwards of two 
thousand children are receiving religious instruction in that parish, and three 
~ Catechists have been appointed there out of the funds of the above society ; 
I can add my testimony to the principal facts stated in the memorial, and I 
beg leave to draw your Lordship’s attention to it, from the great exertion | 
which that parish has made in promoting these important objects. 

~ | have, &c. 


(Signed) CHRISTOPHER, JAMAICA. 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G. 
Se. Se. Se. 


To the Right Honourable the Earl Bathurst, A.G. &c. &c. &e. His 
Magesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department. 


The most respectful Memorial of the Justices and Vestry of the Parish 
of St. Thomas in the East, in the [sland of Jamaica, 


Sheweth, 


THAT the Parish of St. Thomas in the East, in the island of Jamaica, 
contains a Slave population of about twenty-five thousand souls. 

That, for the religious instruction ot so large a population, there are at 
present six places of religious worship, including those of every denomination 
of Christians, and capable of affording accommodation altogether to about 
three thousand persons. 

That, in the erection of chapels, and other works connected with the dis- 
scunination of Christianity, through the medium of the Established Church, 
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your Memorialists have, within a short period, expended a sum amounting to 
£6,000, and that their desire to contribute to the utmost of their ability 
towards the improvement of their Slave population, remains unabated. 

That, owing to the vast depreciation in every article ot colonial property 

and produce, and the consequent and unparalleled distress which now pervades 
this portion of the Empire, your Memorialists, notwithstanding the increas- 
ing demands, from a rapidly improving population, are no longer able to 
a the heavy expence incidental to the erection of additional places of 
religious worship, and unless timely aid be afforded them by His Majesty’s 
Government, they must despair of seeing accomplished, to any considerable 
extent, that great National object—Negro instruction and civilization. 
_ That, animated with an anxious desire to promote the happiness of their 
Slaves, your Memorialists, amidst the sua dine distress, are still willing, as 
far as their means will allow, to contribute a fair proportion of the expence 
attending the erection of such additional places for religious worship as may 
be deemed sufficient to supply the existing necessities of their parish, pro- 
vided His Majesty’s Government, in consideration of the heavy expences 
already incurred for this specific purpose by your Memorialists, coupled with 
their present commercial distress, and the urgent claims of their Negroes, 
will be graciously pleased to afford them that reasonable aid which your 
Memorialists have been informed has already been extended, in some instances, 
to the neighbouring diocese of Barbadoes. 

That, with a view to affording the means of religious instruction to the 
Negroes in a district of their parish, ‘nown by the name of Blue Mountain 
Valley, a district yet wholly destitute of a place of worship of any kind, and 
containing a Slave population of upwards of five thousand souls, exclusive of 
a very great number of the same description of persons resident on the 
borders of the adjacent parishes, and by whom the erection of such a building 
would bave been hailed with the liveliest satisfaction, your Memorialists recently 
advertised for estimates for the completion of a plain substantial chapel capa- 
ble of containing only about five hundred persons, but, from the very heavy 
demands, say £2,090 Jamaica currency, your Memorialists, from causes 
already explained, were, and still are, unable to carry the same into effect, 
although a sufficient quantity of land, through the benevolence of a private 
individual, has been legally conveyed to your Memorialists for this express 

esign. 

That your Memorialists, from the foregoing considerations, most humbly 
and repectfully solicit the aid of Fis Majesty’s Government to enable them to 
meet the Spiritual wants of this numerous portion of their fellow parishioners, 
and turther, they would earnestly entreat an explicit answer, first, as to the 
conditions on which they may hope for aid from His Majesty’s Government ; 
and secondly, as to what extent means will be afforded to those who may be 
anxious and ready to comply with such conditions. 

That your Memorialists, confidently relying on the benevolence of His 
Majesty’s Government, pledge themselves, it permitted, most faithfully to 
expend their bounty for the public good. 

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. By order of Vestry, 

FRED. HILL, Clerk of Vestry, 


St. Thomas in the East, Jamaica, St. Thomas in the East. 
October 30, 1826. 


No. 6. 


Extract froma Letter from Earl Bathurst, addressed to the Bishop of 
Jamaica, dated the 22d February 1827. 


I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch of the 6th of December last, 
and I approve of your having required the Clergymen who were holding 
island curacies 1m conjunction with their stipendiary appointments, to resign 
one or the other of those clerical offices, whereby the intention of Parliament 
will be fulfilled, of adding the number provided for by this country, to the 
number provided for by the colony. , 

A 


Moy 
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DIOCESE OF BARBADOES AND THE LEEWARD ISLANDS, 


No. 1. 


My Lorp, Ottery St. Mary, 8th November 1825, 


IN further repy to your Lordship’s letter of the 28th February last, in 
which you are pleased to call my attention to that part of the report upon 
the state of Anguilla, which relates to its deficiency of religious instruc- 
tion, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I visited that island, 
and had full opportunity of examining for myself, and conversing with the 
-feading inhabitants on the subject. 

There were formerly two places of public worship in the island, a church 
and a chapel, at some distance, overlooking the salt ponds, where the inhabi- 
tants periodically assemble for the purpose of gathering salt. The sites, both 

-of the church and chapel, can easily be ak and the tombs are still to be 

seen in their vicinity. At present there is neither church nor clergyman on 
‘the island, but both are greatly desired. Marriages and baptisms are gene- 
pa — by some clergyman from St. Kitts, who may happen to visit 
the island. 

Of the feeling of the inhabitants, your Lordship will be enabled to judge 
from their addresses to me, of whieh I had the er to send a copy to 
your Lordship; and I beg to extract the following passage from a letter 
ee I received from Mr. J. Hay, one of the two representatives of the 
Island. 

‘* Your Lordship,” he writes, “ having come upon the Natives unawares, 
will have had full opportunity of viewing the nakedness of the land, and the 


a) 


primitive state of civilization among the inhabitants of this hitherto forlorn — 


portion of the British Empire. Your Lordship I am aware will have seen 
enough to satisfy yourself that much, very much, remains to be done for 
these people, as well relating to their spiritual, as to their temporal welfare ; 
end [ augur, as one of the happiest events for their future prosperity, the 
benevolent objeets of your hip’s mission to this remote part of your 
diocese.” _ | | 

The measures which I proposed, included the re-erection of the church 
and chapel on the original sites, which were well selected; the erection of a 
parsonage-house, near to the church, for the residence of the clergyman ; 
._ the provision of a clergyman, with two catechists under him, to be located, 
one in the vicinity of the church, and the other near the salt ponds, with 
schools similarly located under their care. Service would be performed 
by the clergyman at the chapel regularly once on the Sunday during the 
“alt season, and at other times at the clergyman’s discretion. 

I requested to have a written statement what portion of the expence the 
island could bear; what prospect of contribution there was of Jabour and 
materials, and what sum of money would be required for the erection of the 
several buildings. A copy of their answer I have the honour of enclosing for 
your Lordship’s information, and I have only, in conclusion, to recommend 
most earnestly the spiritual wants of the island of Anguilla to your Lordship’s 
most favourable consideration, and to solicit from His Majesty's Government 
some pecuniary aid towards carrying the proposed measures into effoct. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W: H., BARBADOES. 


The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. 


&c. | &c. &§ec. 
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May IT PLEASE Your LorpsuIP, Anguilla, June 9, 1825. 


HAVING been this day convened for the purpose of ascertaining how far 
the present means and resources of the inhabitants of this island would enable 
them to contribute towards the erection of the two churches and the parson- 
age, as recommended by your Lordship on the occasion of your J.ordship’s 
late visit tu this part of your diocese, we beg leave to say to your Lordship, 
that we cannot make an exact estimate at present of the amount that could be 
raised here for that purpose ; but we are of opinion that £1,000 sterling might 
be contributed without much difficulty or inconvenience, particularly as a 
great part of that contribution would consist of lime, stone, and such other 
materials as might be procured in this island merely by the personal labour 
and industry of the inhabitants thereof. Such, in fact, is the zeal of our 
population generally, even of many of those who from necessity have attached 
themselves to the Methodist Society, established here to co-operate with your 
Lordship in promoting a respectable and adequate church establishment in 
this island; that, but for our restricted means, we candidly believe there 
would be no limit to the liberality of the public to the accomplishment of an 
object so indispensably necessary. There being very little specie in this 
island, any large sum in cash could not be raised here in the way of contri- 
bution; but our personal exertions in every other way in which it might be 
found necessary to contribute to the object in view we can confidently assure 
your Lordship will never fail or be wanting. To conclude, we think that, 
with the aid of about $1,500 sterling from the Mother Country, we should 
be able to complete the whole of the said buildings. We shall, however, 
‘set on foot a subseription immediately, and, from the result of it, we shall 
soon be able to ascertain more accurately the extent of our means, which we 
will take the earliest opportunity of communicating to your Lordship. _ 

7 We remain, &c. : 


(Signed) WM. RICHARDSON, 


; Lieutenant. Governor. 


~ No. 2.° 


_Extract from a Letter from the Bishop of Barbadoes to Earl Bathurst, 
; dated 11th May 1826. : | 


AN Act of the Legislature has passed to raise the stipends of the paro- 
chial clergy from £300 Cy. to £500 Cy. payable, not as before, from the 
local Treasury and ¢he respective Vestries, but from the Treasury alone. : 

Another Act has passed regulating the parochial fees; and three other 
Acts relative to the Slave population have passed, or are in progress, of 
which I hear favourably. | its 

The building for the girls’ school is nearly finished, and reflects highly 
to the credit of the island and the architect. : oh. 

The foundations of the new church are laid very solidly, and a great mass 
of building materials collected, and the Committee wait only the encourage- 
ment and assistance of His Majesty’s Government to resume, with their 
former vigour, the very important and necessary undertaking in which they 
are engaged. __ 


No. 3. 


_My Lorp, Barbadoes, July 3, 1826. 

:I HAVE signed, and have now the honour of transmitting-to your Lord- 
ship, the memorial of the Church Building Committee in the Island of Bar- 
es praying for pecuniary assistance from His Majesty’s Government 
towards, the erection of a new church in Bridge Town, and I have most 
earnestly to entreat your Lordship to be pleased to make such a represen ta- 
tion of their case to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury as 
may obtain for the petitioners sufficient aid to complete so important a building. 
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The sums that have been voted within the last fifteen months for eccle- 
siastical purposes by this island have becn very larce. ‘Towards the repair 
and enlargement of the parish churches and parsonaye-houses and schools 
‘12,000 curtcncy; towards the increase of the stipends of the parochial 
clergy £2,200 CY. a vear, thus raising their livings trom £300 Cy. to £500 
Cy. a year, independent of the parsonage houses, which are kept in repair 
at the expence of the respective parishes. By private subscriptions, added 
to the local funds of the institution “© of the Central Schools in Bridge 
Town,” a building has been erected, and will be opened on the 1st of August 
next, for the reception, and board, clothing and a eta of poor white girls, 
at an expence of £2,000 Cy. and towards this institution’ the Legislature 
had for some years voted the sum of £800 CY. and propose, I am informed: 
to raise this to £1,200 annually; thus providing for the rising generation 
of lower whites an education the benefits of which will not be confined 
to themselves. And now, in the present instance, when the necessity of an 
additional place of worship in the populous town of Bridge Town was placed 
before the inhabitants, and a certain decree of pecuniary aid held out from 
His Majesty’s Government, the island, as your Lordship will perecive, from 
the accompanying memorial, have not been backward, but, in their pubhe 
and private capacities, havecontributed largely to so desirable an undertaking, 

The estimated expence may appear great to your Lordship, but building of 
every kind is dear in this country; and, from the situation of the proposed 


church, in a town, and amid houses thickly built of wood and with shingled 


roofs, it was necessary that it should be large and substantial, though as plain 
as possible. I am led to hope that we shall find the expence, when the 
building is finished, to be within the estimate. Your Lordship may be 
assured that the utmost attention will be paid to economy, and every possible 
superintendence, as the work proceeds, given by the Members of the Committee, 

J have had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 28th of 
April 1826, notifying the opinion of the. Lords Commissioners of His Ma- 


jesty’s Treasury, that one half should be the maximum of contribution | 


towards the erection of churches, schools, &c. in the West Indies; and 
requiring, before they determine upon the amount to be contributed in each 
case, that they should be furnished with all the particulars of such case, and 
especially with a statement of the means intended to be appropriated from 
other sources. 

This communication of your Lordship’s has been received in this island 
with very great satisfaction, and will, I have reason to think, lead to exertions 
fully answerable to your Lordship’s expectations. In conformity with your 
Lordship’s directions, contained in the conclusion of your communication, I 
have requested a memorial to be drawn up with the information required b 
the Lords of the Treasury, and have now to repeat my earnest entreaty that 
your Lordship will be pleased to transmit the memorial to their Lordships 
with such a representation from yourself, as such exertions on the part of the 
inhabitants of this island, in their public and private capacities, and so impor - 
tant a building may seem to your Lordship to deserve. | | 
7 I have, &c. 
| A a (Signed) W. H., BARBADOES. 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. 


&c. Se. &e. 


Lo the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of His Afujesty's 
Treasury. 


The humble Memorial of the Church Building Committee in the 
Island of Barbadoes, | 


\ 


Sheweth, | 
THAT the population of Bridge-Town, in the said Island of Barbadoes, 


having considerably increased for some years past, the same being now esti- 

mated at not fewer than twenty thousand inhabitants, it was thought advisable 

to erect another place uf public worship, according to the Established Church. 

That the Lord Bishop of the diocese, therefore, very shortly after his 

arrival in this island, perceiving the necessity of there being a second place 
. A K- 
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of public worship, called a meeting of the inhabitants to take the subject into 
consideration, and a meeting accordingly took place on the fourth day of May, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, when 
certain resolutions were entered into, a copy of which your memorialists 
sas to annex to this their memorial. oo 


hat, from the situation of the present church of Saint Michael (the same 


being at one extremity of Bridge-Town), and other causes, the new church 
was required to be built in a very substantial manner, capable of holding 
about fifteen hundred persons, with seats expressly appropriated for the 
coloured people (the whole of the galleries being set apart for that class of 

tsons), a the building, in which great progress 1s made, is ninety feet 
iba and sixty feet broad. 

That the estimated cost and expence of the said new church amounts to 
about the sum of 515,648 1s. and 5d., towards which voluntary contribu- 
tions have been raised amounting to the sum of $2,975 7s. 7d., and the Le- 
gislature of the island have granted £5,000 currency, and have also appointed 
your memorialists a committee to direct the erection of the said new church, | 

That, unless your memorialists are greatly assisted in promoting the object 
they have in view, they will be unable to finish the same. | 

herefore your memorialists most respectfully beg leave to address your 
Lordships on the occasion, and to solicit that your Lordships will be pleased 
to grant them such assistance out of His Majesty’s Treasury as to your Lord- 
ships shall seem mect and proper. 7 | 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 


(Signed) W. H., BARBADOES. 
JOHN A. BECKLES. 
WILLIAM GILL. 
EDW. ELLIOT. 
H. S. CUMMINS. 
G. JEMMETT, 
M. COULTHURST. 
W. GARNETT. 
W. EVERSLEY. 


BARBADOES. 


Ata Meeting of the Inhabitants of this Island, at the Temple, in Bridge 
Town, on Wednesday the 4th day of May 1825, pursuant to a public 
advertisement. 

PRESENT: 


The Right Reverend the Lord Bishop in the Chair, supported by 
his Excellency Sir Henry Warde, K. C.B. Governor, &c. &c. &c. 


THE Lord Bishop having opened the object of the meeting, and explained 
the necessity and expediency of erecting one or more places of public worship 
in the parish of St. Michael, and his Excellency the Governor having 
addressed the meeting fully on the subject, the following resolutions were 
severally proposed, carried and adopted, viz. :— 

1.—Resolved, it is the opinion of this meeting that it is expedient that a 
second place of public worship be erected in Bridge Town, in the parish of 
St. Michael. : 

2.—Resolved, that his Excellency the Governor, and the Governor or 
Commander-in-Chief of this island for the time being, the Lord Bishop of the 
diocese for the time being, the President of His Majesty’s Council. or the 
Senior Member of Council in the island for the time being, the Speaker of 
the House of Assembly for the time being, the two Representatives of the 

arish of St. Michael for the time being, and the Rector of the said parish 
of St. Michael for the time being, be Trustees ; in whom, with the sanction of 
the Legislature, the site of the proposed building, and the building be vested. 
3.—Resolved, that a fund be formed, to be called “ The Church Building 
Fund,” out of all monies obtained either by grant or subscriptions; and that 
contributions be also thankfully received in materials, workmanship, or labour. 
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4.—Resolved, that the following gentlemen, viz: the Lord Bishop, the | 
Honourable Jonn Alleyne Beckles, the Honourable Reme Hamden, the. - 
Honourable John Brathwaite, the Honourable Nathan Lucas, the Honourable 
and Reverend John Hamlet Gittens, the Honourable William Gill, the Honoura- 
ble Robert Haynes, the Reverend William Garnett, Samuel Maxwell Hindes, 
Henry Stephen Cummins, Gabriel Jemmett, John Barrow, Matthew Coult- 
hurst, James Dottin Maycock, William Oxley, William Everslev, Forster 
Clarke, and Alexander King, Esquires, or any five of them, be a Committee 
from time to time to conduct, manage and carry into effect the objects of 
this meeting, with power to the said Committee to appoint a Chairman. 

5.—Resolved, that Messrs. Higginson, Deane and Stott be the Treasurers, 
and William Eversley, Esquire, the Secretary. 

6.—Resolved, that the annual stipend of the minister, salaries of offi- 
cers, repairs and other expences of the church, be raised and paid out of 
the rents of the pews and seats, and no part raised or paid by or out of any 
parochial tax or assessment. . 

7-—Resolved, that as soon as the sum of =£5,000 sterling be obtained, the 
Committee be empowered forthwith to take measures for the erection of a 
plain, but large and substantial building in the old church yard. 

8.—Resolved, that the Committee be empowered to call a general meeting 
of the subscribers from time to time, to report progress and take any further | 
measures. . 

John Barrow, Esquire, then moved, and his motion being seconded by the 
Honourable Judge Beckles, it was, eo. # 

9.—Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of the diocese for his able conduct in the 
chair, and also to his Excellency the Governor for his condescension in 
attending on the occasion. 

This day’s proceedings were then directed to be published in all the News- 
papers of the island, and the meeting then adjourned, sine die. 


No. 4. 


My Lorp, Barbadoes, Octeber 4, 1826. 


I BEG most earnestly to recommend to your Lordship’s most favourable 
consideration the enclosed petitions, for pecuniary aid towards the erection of 
places for public worship, from the islands of Antigua, St. Christopher, and 
Anguilla. 

With res to the last, I enclose two former letters, which I have had the 
honeur of laying before your Lordship, and I most anxiously hope to be 
honoured with your Lordship’s commands to return a favourable answer to 
the petitioners ; without the aid of His Majesty’s Government, the petition- 
ers state their entire inability to carry into effect the objects which ay con- 
template; and I am assured that your Lordship will pardon my earnestness 
in saying, that it is of the utmost importance that this aid, to whatever 
extent it may please His Majesty’s Government, should be granted as speedily 


as possible. 
ee receiving continually the Catachetical returns, and I hope soon to 
have the honour of laying a full report before your Lordship. 
) I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. H., BARBADOES. | 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G. 
C. 


&e. &e. 


ANTIGUA. 


The humble Petition of the Vestry of St. Phillip’s Parish of the said 
Island, soliciting aid from, His Majesty’s Government towards the 
erection of a new Parish Church, addressed to the Honourable and 
Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Barbadoes and the Leeward 
‘Tslands. 


May it please your Lordship, | : | 
WHEREAS the present parish church of St. Philip’s, Antigua, is altogether wast ofanewChure. | 
| 


30% ° * 


Want of means to erect 
a suitable one. 


Hope of assistance. 


Peculiar need of it at 
preseut. 


Proposed increase of ac- 
conwodation fur lower 
classes. 


Calculation of expence. 


Suspension of work al- 
ready begun, 
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unfit, both in itsclf and its situation, for the purposes of Divine worship, being 
a small mean structure of wood, going fast to | es and unworthy of being 
put in repair, situated also in 30 warin a site, at the foot of a very steep and 
dangerous hill, at one extremity of the parish, that the very situation is con- 
sidered by the parishioners as an obstacle to their due attendance to Divine 
service. 

Your petitioners have long been anxious to provide a more suitable church 
in a more convenient and eligible situation, but hitherto have been prevented 
through the want of means -to erect a building at all answerable to their 


wishes, or to the sacred purposes for which it would be designed. Even now 


their hopes of accomplishing this most desirable and necessary object depend 
in a great measure upon the prospect of assistance held out to them by your 
Lordship from the liberality of His Majesty’s Government ;—for your peti- 
tioners beg leave to observe, that the general pressure upon their finances still 
continues undiminished, whilst recent calls upon the resources of the parish, 
for repairing and enlarging the parsonage house at a considerable expence, 
have rendered them still less able to contribute as they could wish to the 
erection of a new church. Under these circumstances, and being anxious to 
erect a church which. would be of more than double the capacity of the 
present one, with the view of making better provision for the accommodation 
of the lower classes, whether free or Slaves, your petitioners hope they may 
venture to solicit aid to such an extent as shall enable them at length to 
accomplish an object so necessary and so much desired. | 

The expence of the proposed church, independently of the ground for its 
site, is calculated at 2,850 sterling, at the very least. ‘Towards this expence 
they regret decply that all they have already been able to furnish from local 
fesuurces is -£850, and that all they‘can undertake to add to this sum is 
£1,000. | 

The remaining £1,000 your petitioners hope they may be allowed 
through your Lordship’s favourable recommendation of so urgent a case to 
solicit from the liberality of His Majesty’s Government. In their anxiety 
to have a new church, and relying upon the prospect of assistance held out 
to them, the vestry of St. Philip's Paireaie caused the work to be begun ; 
the foundations have been in fact laid in a more central and very eligible situ- 
ation contiguous to the parsonage house, and materials for the building pro- 


vided ; but further operations suspended for want of funds to complete them. 


Your —— will, therefore, look anxiously for a communication from 
yout Lordship concerning the success of their petition, fully confiding in 
your concern for the spiritual welfare of their parish, and your readiness to 


promote an object calculated, under the Divine blessing, to be productive of 


the most beneficial results. We have, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS PARRY, Rector. 


“Qq ; 
pete aS oan } Church Wardens. 


To the Honourable and Right Reverend Father in God, William, Lord 
Bishop of Barbadoes and the Leeward Islands. 


a 


The Memorial and Representation of the Vestry of the Parish of 
St. Paul, Capistcrre, in the Island of St. Christopher, 


Respectfully sheweth, 


THAT your memorialists, desirous to attend to the suggestions of your 


Lordship, for the improvement of their parish church, have recently im- 


ported a set of marble tablets, a font, and books of registry, the cost thereof 


.amounting to the sum of £230 sterling, 


That since your Lordship’s visit to this part of your diocese, the sum of 


_ £200 sterling has been expended by shingling, painting and white-washing 


the church. 


// 
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‘That to liquidate the sums of money above enumerated, torether with the 
ordinary annual expences of the parish, a very onerous cash tax has been im- 


posed on the parishioners (tar exceeding the average of many preceding 


years) in additiowi to the sugar tax, for paying the Rector’s annual stipend. 
That for the defrayment of parochial expences, it is the practice sanctioned 
by law, to levy a poll-tax on the Slaves of the parishioners. 


That the number of Slaves in this parish bears but a small proportion to. 
those in the other parishes in this island respectively, and as the burthen of. 
parochial expences falls exclusively on the Owners of Slaves, it is most op-- 


pressive in the parish of St. Paul, from the paucity of Slave Owners. 

Your memorialists are induced to make this representation to your Lord- 
‘ship in consequence of their Rector (the Rev. J. H. Walmyn) having com- 
municated to them your Lordship’s desire that the parsonage-house in this 
parish should forthwith be repaired. | 

Your memorialists, therefore, further represent to vour Lordship, that the 
parsonage-house is in such a ruinous state, that to render it a suitable resi- 
dence for the Rector, by repairing it, is altogether impracticable, and that it 
is absolutely necessary to erect a new building on the old site. 

That your memorialists have had an estimate prepared by a competent 
architect, shewing the quantity of lumber and other materials requisite for 
such an undertaking, together with the cost of workmanship, amounting in 
the whole to the sum of £1,000 sterling. . | 

Your memorialists respectfully assure your Lordship, that the parishioners 
have severely telt the pressure of the tax recently imposed on them, and that 
their embarrassed circumstances render them totally incapable to sustain an 
additional parish rate to meet any portion of the sum of money required for 
carrying your Lordship’s directions into effect. 


Your memorialists, therefore, venture to appeal to the benevolent aid of 


your Lordship, and respectfully pray your Lordship to grant them the sum 


of £1,000 sterling, out of the fund placed at your Lordship’s disposal by | 


His Majesty’s Government, to enable them to erect a parsonage-house in the 
parish.of St. Paul, and your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, 


(Signed) P. F. GRANT, 
CHAS. C. CAINES, | | 
WM. D. SHARRY, _- 
R‘, A. MERCER, ¢ Vestry Men. 
STEWART S. DAVIS, 
WM. ANy. MAILLARD, 


WM. PENNYFEATHER, Church-Warden. 
St. Pau’s, Capisterre, August 28, 1826. 


To the Right Honourable Earl Bathurst, K. G., one of His Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries of State, &c. &c. &c. 


The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Island of 
Anguilla, 
Sheweth, 


THAT your eg ane are grateful to your Lordship for the measures 
originating in the department of your Lordship, which tend so largely to 
advance the interests of this colony. ; 

That your petitioners contemplate, with the most lively emotions of hope 
and joy, the advantages which, after a long and sad interruption, are held out 
to them of pastoral care under episcopal superintendence by the residence of 
a Minister of the Established Church among them. 

That your petitioners deplore that the island does not possess a suitable 
place for the purposes of public aca) the two churches having been most 
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wantonly destroyed by an expedition from the island of Guadaloupe, organized 
by the atrocious Victor Hugues in the year 1796. - i 

That your petitioners are anxious, by every contribution within their means, 
to rebuild one or both of these churches for the benefit of their own immortal 
souls, and, as they humbly trust, to the glory of God; but that these means, 
under the privations to which your petitioners have been exposed, and under: 
the actual exhaustion of the colony, are utterly inadequate to such pious 

urpose. : 

° hat your petitioners have not silver or gold, but that they will gladly 
contribute all that they can command for this object, and, that they will un- 
dertake to provide lime, stones, and labour to the amount of £1,000 sterling. 
That it is expedient, in the first instance, to rebuild one of the churches on 
the site selected by the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of the diocese, and 
that the estimated expence thereof, of a school-room at the Road-Bay, and 
of a suitable parsonage-house, amounts to the sum of £2,000 sterling. 

That your petitioners appeal to the known benevolence of your Pordship 
to make such representation of their poverty, and of their hearty desire once 
more to be placed within the reach of religious influence, as may induce His. 
Majesty’s Govecamient to extend its paternal spirit to them by giving the 
sum of £1,000 sterling in aid of the purpose hereinbefore mentioned. 

And your petitioners beg leave, also, most respectfully to represent that 
the proposed buildings can only be erected at the estimate which is stated, 
by a permission for vessels of The United States of America to enter the 
port of Anguilla with the lumber that will be required; for, if it is to be 
obtained through the medium of a foreign island, the expence of it will be 
increased thirty or forty per cent. Your petitioners therefore humbly pray 
that the port of Road Bay, in this island, may be one of the free ports under 
the Act Geo. 4, c. — a measure which is not only called for by the present 
emergency, but which the destitute condition of the island, and its des.re to 
meet the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, in regard to its Slave popu+ 
lation, most imperiously demand—a desire which, in regard to the article of 
food more especially, must be frustrated, unless the supplication of your 
petitioners be favourably received. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 


On the behalf of the assembled white and free coloured inhabi- 
tants of the island of Anguilla, this 16th day of Angust 


1826, 
(Signed) BENJAMIN GUMBS. 


Sir, Anguilla, 16th August 1826. 


I HAD the honour of receiving your letter of the 31st ultimo, from which 
J am happy to learn that the inhabitants of this island arc about to receive 
religious instruction under the superintendence of the Established Church, 
and that the appointment of a clergyman for that important purpcse has 
already been made by his Lordship the Bishop of this diocese. 

In. conformity with your suggestion I have the pleasure of enclosing a 
petition from the inhabitants, praying the assistance of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in enabling them to erect a church, together with a parsonage-house 


and a school-room. 


I have only to add, that, with regard to a catechist and clerk, there is no 


‘doubt that a person qualified to act in that capacity could be procured in this 
island. : } | 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) BENJ. GUMBS, President. 


The Honourable the Rev. Daniel G. Davis. 
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No. 5; 


Extract from a Letter from the. Bishop of Barbadoes to Earl Bathurst, 
dated Barbadoes, 31st October 1826. 


I LEFT this island on Friday evening the 3d of August last, and reached 
St. Vincent’s early on the following morning; and, after a satisfactory adjust- 
ment with the. Governor of the several matters that had led to my visit, and 
making other necessary arrangements on the Saturday, and taking part in the 
duties of the Sunday, I proceeded early on Monday morning to visit the 
whole of the western coast of the island, landing successively at Queen’s Bay 
or Buccament, Layon, Barronallié, and Chateau Belair, and taking steps for 
the establishing of schools and temporary places for Divine worship at the 
three latter, and directing service to be performed on alternate Sundays at the 
former, in a chapel already erected by Mr. Wilson, one of the Members for 
Yorkshire, and placed by his Attorney, Mr. Dalzel, at my service. I have 
‘great pleasure in informing your Lordship, from the last accounts received 
from St. Vincent's, that, through the indefatigable and judicious exertions of 
the Rev. Robert Holberton, aided by two catechists from this island, and a 
school-master.at Layon and Chateau Belair, the whole of the western side of 
the island, including the parishes of St. Patrick and St. David, has been 
brought under regular religious instruction; and I am happy in being able to 
add further, that Mr. Holberton has been enabled to extend his care to the 
Charibs at the foot of the Souffriere; nine of their children had been bap- 
tized; the attendance of their children at school promised, and two of the 
Charib Chiefs had attended Divine service on the Sunday at Chateau Belair. 

On Monday evening I returned to Kingston; and after being present on 
the Tuesday at the formation of a District Committce, of the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, and a Branch Association of the Society for the 
Religious Instruction of the Slave Population, in which I have to express my 
acknowledgements to the Governor for the effectual assistance which he was 
pleased to render by his personal influence, and liberal pecuniary subscrip- 
tion, I left St. Vincent’s that evening for Bardadoes, but having to beat up 
against the wind, I did not reach this island till the Sunday evening follow- 
ing, though the distance between the two islands is scarcely more than eighty 
miles. 

I have to apologize to your Lordship for this long detail, but I trust it 
‘will not prove uninteresting ; and from the Legislative grant of £5,000 ster- 
ling, which has recently been voted in St. Vincent’s, for the erection of 
churches and parsonage houses in that and the neighbguring island of Beguia, 
and the arrangements which I have since made for the supply of an additional 
clergyman and catechists, I have every reason to hope that I shall have the 
honour of making a very full and satisfactory report to your Lordship. 
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No. 6. 


Sir, Barbadoes, December 21, 1826. 


IT is with very great pleasure that I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 19th of October last, together with a copy of a 
letter of the same date from the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s 
Treasury, communicating the resolution of their Lordships to propose to 
Parliament a grant of £3,466 13s. 4d. sterling towards the erection of the 
new church in Bridge Town, and to place this sum, when granted, at the dis 
posal of the Committee appointed by the Colonial Legislature to superintend 
the building of the cburch. ’ 

I shall have the honour of laying this communication officially before the 
Committee to-morrow, at their first meeting since my return from Demerara, 
and the receipt of your letter; and shall I doubt not be requested to express 
in strong terms, the very great satisfaction which they feel at this prompt and 
liberal . reply. of His-.Majcsty’s Government to their memorial of the 3d of 
July last. I have, &c. | 


RR. W. Horton, Esq. (Signed) W. H., BARBADOES. 
&c. &e. &c. 
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No. 7. | 
Extract of a Letter from the Bishop of Barbadoes to Earl Bathurst, 
dated St. Vincent, 27th January 1827. 


I HAVE great pleasure in informing your Lordship that I left Barbadoes 
a fortnight since, and have visited Tobago, Trinidad, Grenada, with its Lee- 
ward Coast, the Isle Blonde, Cariacou and Beguia, and am just arrived at St. 
Vincent's, and whilst 1 have been every where received with much personal 
kindness and respect, I have been much satisfied with the progress made in 
the erection of churches and parsonage houses,* and more especially in the 
formation of schools in the chief towns of the several islands. 

The Ecclesiastical state of the several islands I shall have the honour of 
presenting to your Lordship in detail on my return to Barbadoes. I purpose 
to stay in this island till Monday, and visit the Leeward Coast, under the 
Reverend Mr. Holberton to-morrow (Sunday), and proceed to St. Lucia, and 
from thence to Barbadoes. a 

Your Lordship will have the goodness to excuse these few lines, but it is 
the only regaudar opportunity by which I can write, till the arrival of the next 
island packet. | 

Your Lordship will be particularly glad to hear, that the feelings in Tobago 
towards myself and the measures hich I proposed, were every thing which 
I could have wished, and that the system of Catechetical instruction is gaining 
ground in every island. oo 

I have left a clergyman in Tobago, to take charge of that island. 


No. 8. 
My Lorp, | Downing-Street, March 7, 1827. 
I TRANSMIT to your Lordship, with reference to your despatch of the 


Ath October last, copies of a correspondence whieh has taken place between 
this Department and the Treasury on the subject of the petitions which your 
Lordship transmitted in behalf of the islands of Antigua, St. Christopher, 
and Anguilla, for aid in the erection of church buildings. | 
Your Lordship will perceive that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury 
have consented to apply to Parliament for grants of £1,000 each, for the 
church buildings in Antigua and Anguilla, provided that plans of the buildings 
be transmitted to them; and that in the case of Antigua, your Lordship 
shall be enabled to certify, that the whole of the additional money necéssaty 
to complete the proposed building (which was stated at £1,850 sterling), has 
been raised in the colony. With respect to the case of Anguilla, I have to 
request that your Lordship will require a strict compliance with the engage- 


ment on the part of the inhabitants, upon the faith of which the grant was 


recommended, viz.: that the manual labour and such materials as the island 
affords be supplied by the inhabitants. 

Your Lordship will observe, that it has been impossible at present to recom- 
mend a grant in favour of St. Christopher, as there is not yet any money 
raised by the inhabitants towards the erection of the proposed chureh 


buildings, 
I have, &c. 


The Lord Bishop of Barbadoes. (Signed) BATHURST. 


~~ 


* Tallude to the new church in Grenada, the parsonage house in the Guare in the same 
island; the house for the clergyman purchased in Beguia, and the arrangements in contemplation 
for a church and school-house ; and the expences incurred on the Leeward Coast of this island by 
the Local Legislature, J enter into this detail, lest the expression should mislead your berdship. 
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‘Sir, . Downing-Street, December 4, 1826. 
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‘WITH reference to your letter of the date mentioned in the margin, 11 seth April 1826. 


which you notified the conditions and the scale on which the Lords of 
the Treasury considered that aid should be granted from the funds of | 


this country, towards the erection of church buildings, I am directed 
by Lord Bathurst to enclose, for their Lordship’s tavourable consi- 
‘deration, a despatch which has been received from the Bishop of Bar- 
badoes, containing three petitions; one from Antigua, another from 
‘St. Christopher’s, and a third from Anguilla. In the first of these the peti- 
tioners state the estimated expence of the church proposed to be built, tobe 
£2,850 sterling. ‘‘ They regret deeply that’all they have already been able 
to furnish from local resources is 22850, and all that they can undertake to 
add to this sum is £1,000.” They, therefore, solicit the remaining £1,000 
sterling, as a contribution from this country. In this case Lord Bathurst is 
desirous to recommend that the aid applied for should be granted whenever 
the petitioners shall have actually raised the additional sum of £1,000, and 
that the intention so to make the grant should be notified to them im- 
mediately, as it may facilitate the collection of what remains to be subscribed. 
With respect to the petition from St. Christopher's, although the petitioners 
‘specify sundry Ecclesiastical expences which have recently been provided for 
from local funds, yet as no money has been specially appropriated to the, 
erection. of the particular building for which they solicit £1,000 from His 
Majesty’s Government, Lord Bathurst cannot undertake to recommend that 
‘any grant should be made at present. | 

_ With respect to the case of Anguilla, Lord Bathurst has already had occasion, 
in-‘my letter of 11th November 1825, to bring to the notice of the Lords of 
the Treasury the destitute condition to which that island was reduced by a 
descent of the enemy during the war. Both the churches were destroyed, as 
well as the other public buildings, and a great part of the town. As the 
more respectable inhabitants were ruincd, the public records burnt, the statutes 
themselves destroyed, and there were no means left of administering justice, 
the community continued without any political existence until lately, when 
the Assembly of St. Christopher’s agreed to admit a representative from 
Anguilla,and to make laws for that island, on the express condition of exemp- 
tion from any expences on its account. This mcasure was resorted to because 
it was known that heinous offences had heen recently committed in the island 
with impunity, and the necessity was felt of establishing a Court of Judica- 
ture; towards the expences of this Court their Lordships were pleased to con- 
tribute £200 a year, on Lord Bathurst's representation, that the island was 
without money—credit, the circulating medium being stated at less than 
£500 amongst more than three thousand inhabitants. [is Lordship, there- 
fore, trusts that, ou the same grounds, their Lordships will allow the case of 
Angailla to form an exception from the rule of’ granting money for church 
buildings only in proportion as .ocal funds are provided. The island is now 
without any place of worship, for the inhabitants, since the destruction of 
their property bythe French forces, have never had the means to rebuild the 
two ainrehes which were then destroved. Their Lordships will perceive, 
‘however, that such a community is peculiarly in necd both of religious in- 
struction and of the controul and observation of some respectable resident ; 
‘and Lord Bathurst, under all these circumstances, strongly recommends to 


éheir Lordships the grant of £1,000 sterling as solicited, and that it be placed. 


at the disposal of the Bishop for the ercction of a church, a parsonage house, 
and a school, with special directions strictly to exact the performance of the 
engagement on the part of the inhabitants to supply gratis their manual 
Jabour and such materials as the island affords. 

I have, &c. 


WH. Mill, Esq. (Signed) R. W. HORTON. 
&e. &e. §e. 
Sir, Treasury-Chambers, Alarch 3, 1827. 


HAVING laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury 
your letter of the 4th December 1826, transmitting the copy of a despatch 
4M : 


BARBADOES AND THE LEEWAID ISLANDS. 


from the Bishop of Barbadoes, containing three petitions, one from Antigua, 
another from St. Christopher’s, and a third from Anguilla, respectively solicit- 
ing aid towards ‘the expence of erecting church buildings in those islands; I 
am commanded to acquaint you, for the information of Earl Bathurst, that 
my Lords will be disposed to propose to Parliament that the sum of £1,000 
should be granted towards the building a church at Antigua, when the Bishop 
of the diocese shall have certified that the whole of the remainder of the 
money necessary for the completion of the building has been raised, and also 
upon his transmitting a plan of the building. 

With respect to the application from St. Christopher's, my Lords can give 
no directions, nor can they hold out any promises of aid hereafter, the 
inhabitants not having, by making a distinct promise for defraying a part of.- 
the proposed expence, put themselves in a condition to apply for any grant 
from this country, in conformity to thcir Lordship’s letter of the 28th of 
April last. “Ls 

With respect to the application for a grant towards building a church in 
the island of Anguilla, my Lords, taking into consideration the very desti- 
tute situation and poverty of this island, will submit to Parliament that a 
grant of £1,000 should be made for the erection of this building in that 
island; but they desire that the Bishop of the diocese may be instructed to 
transmit a plan of the proposed buildings previously to the commencement of 
the work, and that he may be informed that their Lordships will not advance 
more than £500 before the 5th of January 1828, and 3500 between that 
time and the 5th of January 1829. , 

| . I have, &c. | 


| | (Signed) . J.C. HERRIES. 
R. Wilmot Horton, Esq. | 
Se. Keo §e 


_ No. 9. Se 
My Lorp, : Barbadoes, 14th April 1827. : 


1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letters 
of the annexed dates,* and have forwarded by this mail-boat the necessary 
extracts from them to the several islands concerned. : ' 

I beg to express my best thanks to your Lordship and to His Majesty's 
Government, tor the proposed grants to Antigua and Anguilla, and would still 

permitted to express a hope that St. Christopher's will yet place itself in ¢ 
condition to receive the benefit of similar assistance. | 


” [ shall not fail to take every care in my power that the requisitions con- 


tained in your Lordship’s letters be most strictly complied wit | 

| I have, &c. 7 | | 
(Signed) W. H., BARBA DOES. 

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. : 


&.  . &e. &e. 


% th March 1827. With letters from Mr. Horton to Mr. Hill, 4th December 1826. Mr. Hill 
; Mr. Horton, 3d March 1827, : 
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ST. CHRISTOPHER. 


MrLorn, === == si<CSsiC*sC*i«CS Christopher, May 8, 1827. 


4 HAVE deferred reporting to your Lordship, in conformity with your 
‘Lordship’s desire in your letter dated the 21st of last May, in the hope that 
i should have had the satisfaction of announcing to your Lordship, that 
some progress had been made in carrying into effect the intentions of His 
Majesty’s Government, with regard to the Slave population of the islands 
ander my administration, and it is with considerable regret I have to ac- 
quaint your Lordship, that I have been lamentably disappointed in this 
reasonable expectation. 

In my Letter, dated the 7th of October last, I have already had the 
honour of apprizing your Lordship, that Mr. Attorney-General Woodley 
had prepared four Amelioration Bills from the heads transmitted by your 
_ Lordship, and of their having been mtroduced into the House of Assembly 
at St. Christopher by Mr. Smith, one of The King’s Couneel ; the first for a 
Guardian or Protector of Slaves, on the 15th of September, and the three 
others on the following 6th of October, when they were read the first time, 
and ordered to be read the second time ut the next meeting, which, by the 
Minutes of the House, did not take place. 

I have been informed, that the House of Assembly would not adopt the 
Bill for the proteetion of Slaves, but proposed to appoint “ a Committee of 
Protection,” with a Secretary instead of a Protector or Guardian of Slaves; 
and directions were given to Mr. Attorney-General Woodley to prepare a 
Bill, which was done, read twice, and referred to a Committee ; but on the 
Ath instant, when a proposal for its third reading was made, a motion was 
put and carried, that it be read the third time that day six months. With 
respect to the other. Bills, fam not aware that any progress has been made 
in them. | 

The delay this important question has met with, and the result of the 
dlecision of the House of Assembly upon the first Bill your Lordship directed 
to be submitted to the House, will enable your Lordship to judge of the 
adverse disposition of the House of Assembly of this island to carry into 
effect the various provisions which His Majesty has directed to be brought 

hefore that branch of the Legislature. 


NEVIS. 


In my letter, the 7th of October ea ag Lordship was informed that 
eight amelioration Bills, prepared by Mr. Solicitor-General Forbes from 
drafts transmitted by your Lordship, were introduced into the House. of 
Assembly at Nevis, by Mr. Peterson, on the 23d of last September, and I 
have since learnt that the first seven were sent up to the Board of Council on 
the 15th of last February, with the alterations and amendments made in them 
iby the House of Assembly, after having been read twice, according to the 
usage observed between the two Branches of the Legislature. 

The first Bill has been altered to ‘“ An Act for establishing and vesting in 
the Magistracy of the island of Nevis the Protection and Cusdisnstie of 
Slaves, by which the Justices of the Peace are constituted jointly and 
severally public Protectors and Guardians of Slaves.” A special Protector 
and Guardian of Slaves, as suggested by His Majesty's Government, was 
almost unanimously rejected. 
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On the 22d of the same month, the Board of Council came to a determina- 
tion that the seven Amelioration Bills, which had been sent up at the previaus 
meeting from the House of Assembly, should lie on the table for six months, a 
proceeding that speaks for itself, and will be conclusive to your Lordship of 
the sentiments of that Board on this subject. 

With respect to the Virgin Islands, I have not yet received any intimation 
of the progress made in forwarding the views of His Majesty’s Government, 
regarding the above Bills, other than that the subject is betore the House of 
Assembly, but I, trust it will be in my power to report upon it to your 
Lordship by the next mail. 

. Ihave, &c. 


(Signed) | CH. W. MAXWELL. 


The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G. 
Sc. &e. &e. 


~—6Bll 


ST. VINCENT. 


No. 1. 


i Government- House, St. Vincent's, 
My Lorp, : 21st February 1827. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s des- 
patch of the 7th December last, requiring me to transmit full particulars of 
the manner in which the eight bills, received trom the Colonial Department, 
relating to the amelioration of the condition of the Slaves in this colony, 
were brought forward in this House of Assembly, for the consideration of 
the Legislature. 

In answer thereto I beg to observe, that, on the receipt of your Lordship’s 
despatch, dated 2ist May, accompanying those bills, I did consult with the 
Crown Officers, and after much anxious deliberation, it was deemed advisable 
to frame one bill, embracing severally and distinctly the suggestions of your 
Lordship; and I request a reference to the inclosed letter from those shen 
in explanation of the reasons which induced them to recommend a deviation 
from the instructions of your Lordship. I acquiesced in their opinion from 
local circumstances, but more particularly as I conceived the last communi- 
cation from your Lordship on this subject, gave those Officers a greater lati- 
tude for the exercise of their discretion than is conveyed in the despatch of 
the 19th March preceding, but as your Lordship appears to have considered 
it absolutely necessary that the Assembly should have the bills: separately 
betore them, I lost no time in complying therewith, and have to report 
they are now separately and distinctly under consideration. I am sorry I 
cannot add any favourable opinion as to the ultimate decision thereon, fear- 
ing as I do (and my experience justifies the apprehension) that the three 
leading principles: protectorship of Slaves—punishment of females—and com- 
pulsory manumission—will not meet the approbation and concurrence of the 
Legislative Bodies. | | 

The original bill prepared by the Crown Officers, which was laid before 
the House of Assembly, accompanies this despatch for your Lordship’s infor- 


mation. I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. (Signed) C. BRISBANE. 
§ec. §c. &e. | 7 
Sir, | St. Vineent’s, February 19, 1827. 


WE acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s communication, with 
the enclosure, and beg to inform you that it was our advice and opinion that 
the eight bills should be consolidated into one, because they relate to one 
object—the amelioration of Slaves, and likewise, because they are dependent 
upon one leading principle—the appointment of a Protector of Slaves.. The 
greatest errors in legislation have arisen trom a multiplication of Acts, and 
there is now in progress a system of condensation which is absolutely neces- 
sary for understanding our laws. 

With respect to the power which we assumed of consolidating these bills 
from cight into one, we beg to state that we did not act under Lord Bathurst’s 
despatch of 19th March 1826, nor were the eight bills then in existence here, 
but under his Lordship’s letter of the 21st May 1826, which accompanied 
the cight bills, we conceived we had full power ‘‘ to prepare drafts of as many 
distinct bills as we might think best adapted to the giving full and complete 
effect to the wishes of His Majesty’s Government, because we were sup- 
posed to possess, “ the intimate and practical acquaintance with the laws of 


the island”. We have, &c. 
(Signed) J. R. DASENT, 
CHAS. SHEPHARD. 
ITis Excellency Rear-Admral Sir C. Brisbane, K. C. B. 


&e. &e. aa &c. 
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No. 2. 


My Lorp, Government House, St. Vincent, 25th April 1827. 
I HAVE the honour to inform your.Lordship, that, in conformity to your 


- instructions, J directed Mr. Shephard, the Acting Solicitor General (being a 


Member of the Legislature) to introduce the eight Bills transmitted by your 
Lordship for the consideration of that body ; and to report to me the proceed- 
ings thereon in the House of Assembly. I enclose that gentleman's com- 
munication for your Lordship’s information, 

The Legislature appears to be so fully convinced, that they have gone as 
far as prudence will allow, at present, respecting the improvement of the 
Slave population, that I cannot offer any hopes that the measures suggested 
by His Majesty's Government will be adopted, until the expiration of the 

resent Slave Act, when the progressive improvement of the Slaves will pro- 
bably admit of turther ‘benefits being conferred on them. 

f have, &c. 
(Signed) C, BRISBANE, 
The Right Hon, Earl Bathurst, K. G. 


&§c. Sc. &c, 


ry 


Sir, St. Vincent, March 8, 1827. 

IN obedience to your Excellency’s letter of the 15th of January, I intro- 
duced the eight Bills you forwarded me, separately, for the consideration of 
the House of Assembly, which came to a second reading on the 8th of March, 
and were separately committed and fully considered, but were thrown out on 
the third reading without a division. 

The observations I have to offer, accordjng to your Excellency’s directions, 
are, that it appeared to me to be the unanimous opinion of the House that 
most of the ameliorations proposed had been already anticipated by our Slave 
Act, as far as it was prudent at present, but the office of a Protector of Slaves, 
the total abolition of female whipping, and the compulsory manumission, 
would not be adopted by the House. T have, &c. 


| _ (Signed) CHARLES SHEPHARD. 
Rear-Admiral Sir C, Brisbane, 


&e. §e. &e. 


No, 3. 


Sir, ee Downing-Street, June 18, 1827. 

JN reply to your dispatch of the 21st February last, I am to observe that 
the construction put by the Law Officers of the colony under your Govern. 
ment, upon Lord Bathurst’s dispatch of the 21st May 1826, though a 
natural construction if that dispatch alone were considered, could not be 
adopted in consistency with the anh of 19th March preceding. The dis- 
cretion given to the Law Officers in the dispatch of May was merely to 
enable them to omit any bills of which the objects might have been already 
provided for by Acts of the Colonial Legislature, but was not intended to 
supersede the direction that so many of the bills as should be necessary to 
fulhl the wishes of Government, should be brought separately before the 
Assembly. The purpose of the direction was to bring the Assembly to divide 


upon each of the measures proposed. I have the honour to be, &c. 
Rear Admiral Sir C. Brisbane, K. C. B. (Signed) GODERICH, 
& Cc. & C. & C; 
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Secy- Canning D. April 30, __| Departure of a Slave-vessel  - 
: R. June 24, 
Secy. i - D.May 2, | Royal Order published in C 
ecy. Canning R.June 24. yal Order p ed in Cuba 
Secy. nin - D.May 2, _ Piracy of a Slave-vessel “ 
Came ane at = 
Secy. Canning - D.May 31, _| Departures and Arrivals of 
R. July 14, Slave-vessels “ “ 
Secy. Canning 4 oh 14, __ Steam-vessel “Neptune” = - 
Two Enclosures * Uy 14; 
Secy. . D.June 14, __ Departures of Slave-vesselg - 
ecy. Canning R.July 1 Zz p e-vessels 
M's. Commts. - D.July 31, — Approbation of Conduct - 
Secy- Canning 3 “ rae ah — Communication of the Addi- 
ne : tional Article, &c. - - 
Secy. Canning - by — Return of Emancipatcd Slaves, 
| nya? 1826 : ce 
Secy- Canning - - ri My _ Return of Cases Adjudicated, 
One Enclosure Ripwinree oe 1826 - 
Secy. Canning - 4 ae . — Carlota - “ 2 
Three Enclosures rie Se 
- D.Sept. 11, — Evasion of the Royal Order - 
D. July 30, _ Leave of Absence - - . 
One Enclosure Oct. 14, 


94. 
95. 


96. 
‘97. 
98. 
99. 
100. 


101. 
102. 


103. 


104. 


105. 
106. 
307. 
108. 
‘109. 
110. 
di. 
412. 


113. 
‘W14, 


Tast oF Papers. 


W. S. Mac Leay, Esq. to Mr. Secy. Canning jp’ 
Twelve Enclosures 


H. M's. Comm. to Mr. Secy- Canning 
H. M’s. Commrs- to Mr. Secy- Canning 


Two Enclosures 


W. S. Mac Leay, Esq. to Mr. Secy- Canning 


W. S. Mac Leay, Esq. to Mr. Secy. Canning 


W. S. Mac Leay, Esq. to Mr. Secy- Canning 


Eight Enclosures 


Ww. S. Mac Leay, Esq. to Mr. Secy. Canning 


Seven Enclosures 


” W. S. Mac Leay, Esq. to. Mr. Secy. Canning 


Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to H. M's. Commrs- 


Mc. Secy: Canning to H. M’s. Comm'*s. ' 


Date & Receipt. 


D. Sept. 
Oct. 

D. July 
R. Oct. 
1D. Aug. 
R. Oct. 
D. Sept. 
R. Oct. 


D. Sept. 
R. Ort. 

D. Sept. 
R. Nov. 


D. Sept. 
R. Dec. 


D. Oct. 
R. Dec. 


D. Dec. 
D. Dec. 


‘SUBJECT. 
2, 1824. = 2 = 
rages Minerva = 
- — Piracies of a Spanish Slave-ship 
2 _ Arrivals and - Departures of 
ee Slave-vessels - 
i — Piet neny oe 
Pe = Steam-boat “ Mexicano ° - 
2 > Sear < ‘ Mexicano” - 
_. Nuevo Campenr, or Argus - 
, | 
4 = Arrival of a Slave-vessel - 
200, — Mr. R. B. Jackson - = 
30, — 


Infractions of the Treaty = - 


RIO a JAN EIRO. 


-Mr. Secy. Canning to H, M's. Commrs. 


/ 


H. M's. Comms to Mr. Secy- Canning - _?. Des 2, at Appointment of Snr. Joao 
Cameiro de Campos - 
i. Ms. Commrs. to Mr. Secy. Canning - 4 Avdil + a Treatment of Emancipated Ne- 
One Enclosure groes - - . 
, _ Bp. Jan. 10, ee = 
EL M's Commrs. to Mr. Secy- Canning Ca Cases Adjudicated, 1825 
Mr. Secy- Canning to A. M's. Comms) - p.May 16 — Treatment of Runencipsten Nes 
| groes - ‘ 
H. M's. Commrs. to Mr. Secy. Canning - > ad oe — Receipt ofParliamentary Papers 
1. M's.-Commr. to Mr. Secy. Canning = - os on _ Cases Adjudicated, 1826 +: 
. Nov. ‘. 
H. Hayne, Esq. to Mr. Secy- Canning - 4 oe 26, _ Leaveof Absence - = 
| | : Dec. .16, 3 —— — 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to H. Hayne, Esq. D.Déc. 16, — Leave of Absence - 2 
Mr. Secy- Canning to H. M’s. Commrs. = D. Dec. 30, — Receipt of Despatches °° =. 
SURINAM. 
“Mr. Secy- Canning to H. M's. Commrs- = JY. March 13, 1826. Wessels furnished with Instruc- 
- tions - - -. 
H. M's. Comms. to Mr. Secs Canning D. Jan. 18, Dutch C S 
_M’s. Commrs. to Mr. Secy- Canning = -_-R. April 21, ° utch Cruizers at Surinam —- 
_Mr. Secy: Canning to H. M’s. Commrs.—- D. June 28, — Dutch Cruizersat Surinam —- 
Mr. Secy- Canning to H. M’s. Comms. - D. July 8, — Dutch Brig “Panther,”  fur- 
nished with Instructions - 
-H. M's. Comms. to Mr. Secy. Canning = - Lee 2 — Receipt of No. 103. - " 
Mr. Secy- Canning to H. M's. Commrs- . - D.Dec. 5, — Vessels furnished with Instruc- 
tions = - 3 
“H. ‘M's. Commrs. to Mr. Secy. Canning =~ 7 ae ic — ReceiptofParliamentary Papers 
-H. M's. Commrs. to Mr. Secy- Canning —- “4 ie 25, __ Publications. Registration et 
. Dec. 18, 
Three Enclosures. Slaves - - 
JH. ince: Esq. to Mr. Secy- Canning - a oy ie — lJeave of Absence - - 
H. M's. Comm". to Mr. Secy- Canning = “4 ae Py — Receipt of Despatches - 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to J. H. Lance, Esq. D. Dec. 29, — Leave of Absence .- - 
- D. Dee. 30, — Receipt of No. 110 - - 


AGS 


Class A. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH THE 


BRITISH COMMISSIONERS. 


SIERRA LEONE. (General.) 


No. 1. 


c 


J. T. Williams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April 24.) 


Sir, : Sterra Leone, January 28, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I arrived at this Place on the 
Sth instant, and that I lost no time in proceeding to make the requisite 
arrangements, previous to entering on the functions of the Office which His 
Most Gracious Majesty has been pleased to entrust to me. 

On the roth, I took the Oaths, in the form prescribed, before the Principal 
Magistrate, and in the presence of His Excellency Major-General Turner, and 
the Members of the several Mixed Commissions. 

The various Despatches, of which I had the honour to be the hearer, were 
laid before His Majesty’s Acting Commissioners, and, as they relate princi- 
pally to circumstances of previous occurrence, I beg to refer you to their 
Despatches, for such information and explanation as may be deemed necessary. 

Iam given to understand, that some delay has taken place in transmitting 
the Reports of the Cases of several Vessels adjudicated. I am also aware that 
this has been mainly owing to the multifarious duties which have occupied, 
and still continue to occupy, the time and attention of His Excellency the 
Governor, in carrying into effect matters which are highly important to the 
present interest, and which materially concern the future prosperity, of this 
Colony. Some dithculty has also arisen from the absence and sickness of 
Clerks attached to the Commissioners. 

I purpose having the honour again to address you in a few days, and to 
communicate such information as I have been able to acquire on the present 
state of the Slave-trade. | a 

I am duly impressed, Sir, with the great importance of the Trust which 
has been reposed in me; and it shall be my endeavour to prove, by the most 
strict and conscicntious attention to the performance of the duties of my 
Office, rather than by any present professions, how very anxious I am to 
merit your approbation, and how highly I value the Charge which has been 
confided to me. I have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, 

ce ce. Ce 
§ § § ss 


2 Sierra LEONE. (General. ) 
No. 2. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to {lis Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, May 6, 1826. 
I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, four Copies of 
Papers, marked A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, which have been pre- 
sented to both Houses of Parliament by Ilis Majesty’s Command, in the 
‘course of the present Session. Iam, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


Lhs Majesty's Commissioners. 


‘ No. 3. 


J.T. Williams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 22.) 


Sir, Sierra Leone, February 28, 1826. 


l HAVE the honour to enclose herewith, the Copy of a Letter addressed 
to me by the Commissioners of West African Enquiry, toyether with Copies 
of my Reply, and of the Documents with which they were furnished, in 
accordance with their Application. I have the honour to be, &c. 

| (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, : 


&c. &ec. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 3. 


Commissioners of West African Enquiry to J. T. Williams, Esq. 


SiR, | Sierra Leone, February 14, ¥82f... 
WE request the favour of you to direct that we may be furnished, from the Records of tire 
Mixed Commission Court, with a Statement shewing the number of Slaves (whether men, women, 
or children) captured; the number adjudicated; and the number condemned at Sierra Leone, in 
each year; from the earliest period for which the same can be made ont. 
We have the honour to be, &e, 
J. T. Williams, Esq, (Signed) JAMES ROWAN. 
HENRY WELLINGTON. 


Second Enclosure in No. 3. 


J.T. Williams, Esq. to the Commissioners of West African Enquiry. 


GENTLEMEN, Sierra Leone, February 15, 1826. 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of yesterday’s date, and in reply bey to 
acquaint you, that I] have instructed the Registrar of the Courts of Mixed Commission to fur- 
nish you, as carly as possible, with the Documents which you require. 
: 1 have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) J.T. WILLIAMS. 
Major James Rowan, and Henry Iellington, Esq. 


Third Enclosure (A) in No. 3. 
W. Smith, Esq. to the Commissioners of West African Enquiry. 


GENTLEMEN, Sierra Leone, February 23, 1826. 
IN accordance with the directions of His Majesty's Judge of the Mixed Commissions, established 
at this Place for the prevention of the illicit Traffick in Slaves, ] have the honour herewith to send 
you a Return of the number of Slaves captured, emancipated, and registered, with such other parti- 
culars concerning them, as appear by the Records in my Office, trom the Establishment of the 
Courts of Mixed Commission up to the Oth day of February 1826, that being the date of the adju- 
dication of the last Vessel. I] have the honour to be, &c. 


| (Signed) WILLIAM SMITH, 
Mcjor Jumes Rowan, and Henry Wellington, Esq. 


— 


/ 


(‘Penusju05) 
*UNOUIMIdA 


“OP [PETOLOD, Qt} 07. 1aA0' paaarty 
ap “AAiBU ARIUS JO sasea Jato 
urse ‘sian Ady ‘uoredioueuia 
Hath dea JOU Pinos jzin0>D 
aq) ‘odog avau ‘eur apy 
JO saanen aya Aq ‘stoydeg ayy jo 
SOUBISM! 942 IB [assaA sity) pavog 


1 


uo ynd uaaq Suiavy S2A¥ulsS asayy J 


‘ezgt Aavnuer 
(CZ syprssnig yr pousis ‘spury 
“A9YIAN IY Jo Zuryy aqy, Aysalepy 
Sif] pue Ajsafeyy sipy usaajaq 
“61S1 Aepy Jo tap aya so Ayeaay, 
ay 0} ary jBuonsppy ay 
JapUN pauwapuod adam yng ‘parvoq 


r 


| 


UO SaAL[g OU PRY sjassrA P asayT L 


“GOBT AVIA 2G) Ul [RIOT [BZ] 


“OZAT 409A FYI UH [eIOT, [7 


“SWUVANAT 


LLL 


“‘qagjAeunyy “y samer) °° omY "gS “WH, ‘apsea vung yolezst ‘ZI 


‘WH 


‘BuUByy pue seul 


~[BX) AAI} U99.AN 94 


96ST 


‘podesnyy y same) ** yomy "Ss ‘WP qeecce IN ‘ZIE| — 


WN CH'A ‘0 ‘9 


PSL “LW “H]AA ‘0 °6 


‘apnysuo'7] 


“¢ 


N 
N° 


0 


WATMZE TINS ” 


N ‘OEE 


s 


- 


‘W “HI ‘so#uog o1yy aq} uy 


‘apnqyywe’'y 


‘painjdeg aroy Ay 


oF) 2» 2) ce) 2? rE = ‘9 
ts Pee faa Las. Bhs » a |9Z81 “EZ URL} * * Uayjug sayieqD)- suoysprepy “Ss 
3 ”» 9 3 » ” ” — "12 
wn Tee on) ee ee xe » [| — 6  ‘3dag]**uayngsapryo}: auo)spinyy *s 
Te Pee Loe TS ” » fOTSl “63 eung) *uajngsapieyD) auoyspreyy “g 
6¢ |PZ lz |er | 2 OS! 1281 ‘6  “AON|***‘aoRIn Adtag}** + auathy “¢ 
» |G xo | 9» ” G OZ81 “SI “GAPANIOD “YD sg] Caer, *s 
P Cr ois S ” oo Sa 
i lige Vea Tl » | LT | “4 “AONT SS OBFRETaqoy]***-apsiny, “| IN HAY ‘0 '6 
roo | rn (So Oe (- » | GE IGISt “Cf “AON]** ueseyzy qsaqoyy] 
3 = 2 Za & - "SPANTS OY 
2 2 z 2 = Berk SEE jo uongedoumye | -wHaNVMIKOO 
ie VE on ni aos |5 SST) 3° poe ‘pe jo ‘painjdey passa, guy qq 
: : 24 .|2% 7 |-s9q ayi jo uonwT AWVN 
paays tay =? g.| & 
pue BE ne Jaquiny = | */-mapuog Om? 5° SUE 


‘9081 huvnugaz fo hog Y7Q9 IY) 07 JuaumysyQqnys] spr uosf pasaisisay pun prod 


"E “ORT Ur (-q) orasopoug pay y, 


| 


‘W Hy seuney saary poezst ‘61 


“AON eeeee#e eulp 


URI aqeuay 


‘ues’ seeee doofy 


“ydagh****** 
Aine Ae fl a et A We 7, 


Keyy cc eset dag 


AH | ‘or so? ***  RIOINY 
Ocel ‘OG ‘uRs eee eS BLIPTYT 
es “6 "1909 Oo 2 ASG J) a LAL | 
61St ‘Ol “VWOP TT BLA A 
*TASSAA 
‘aingdeg Jo aug |, jo 
ANVN 


‘painidn] saanjgy fo waqunyy ay) Furmays ‘uorssruuoy paripyy spurjiotyen, pey ysniug ay/ A? TANOD ay7 Ut pajmaipnlpE szass2.4 fo 3817 


snud A 


Digitized by Google 


(‘panuyyog) "SIARIC HI 
oes LN [19q) Ur padeduaduiaq _ re as eee ee 2 ‘ 
10} pauwapuos sea yng ‘pivog 99-1 99 [oa | oe fos | os a8 Sf aun spurte “U dIS)* Bday SIN HY AVOSOITN 0 °L | — ‘96 -“qagi****** ydasoe 
UO GIABIS OU py [assrA sity 

*pasaysida1 aq 0) u2d48) aq 
pinoo uundisasap siq asojaq yng > 1g : coat ‘ ‘uerjuBsepy “yy ° eee septa “5093 s < , Saabs 
raced isubius 4ayje psip anu 3G) ¢ j€ I$ jOF jty » | 09 jec8I IE Perey “Uy er] oP sL {AH} = ‘sosuog 79ardl cost Tt “UBr Biss 


“LSBE 489A BI UL PBIOT/EEO OIL (602 JOT (ZOE | URI | PSZ 


C7 : am ¢ “AONTIS “ae oes ; BAU IST JO _ A ee, °° uaa, 
901 lez tr pt log | pe | opt £ as ayaay ¢ Hjvoprdyy -g spy yy sete ume okt: f sdag) { aun eT 
a get fe jez jet joo | Zt | est] — ‘£  #ON ** aqaaT ce “yuopiustyy “gry Hl a ee — ‘p  ‘idag]** pepreg vy 
g lauepy yu rTpe a. - i ‘ coo 
‘ar ker rTpaY) Fapsyy, “I A AUUOST AA | eg, a eeeree 
. lOF cg jeg [18 161 oe 1281 “9t APN Loy ay ey ug) gree SW HS bw yo |'N-9G F ISS ‘EB Younsy| ++ euyy euuy 
2 “OZST wax ayrurpwror'ece liz lizt lop lorr | t | 9¢e 
= *paiajysifzai aq 0) uayB) 9Q >) (| | | | | OL ABAISUOTY 
pinos uondussap siq asojaq nq > ES (6E [oS [€& {tt | o. | FBS | —m %B ‘AON, *UBseTZrzaqgoy]-**-apsmr gw cuavecullN-s 9 | — ‘VE woOle ap wou 
‘uotediguBWa J39J8 paip usw 3uG -ag BAshaNy 
a 18 102 13 |€l (22 | o | 18 | — BL qouepesayjon “yy sis] st ameL si cH AVolo! Na ce | — fs qouryy] cot wnazeg 
= 69 jo 8 [9 jes |» | 69 | — {8  -qaqsitod “UY “oO ais)" seuEL Ss WH AA CPO [NN 010:[0z8t ‘0g “weg| + oostouvag 
9 IZ1 joe |7p jes [es | t | Bot loss ‘g “ue USENT “el wueuo “Ss WH AO (SEEN O CZ (GIST SEL °29C)89aatn ap ea 
—— | | —— | —— | —_ | —__-} ——- “OUIG BAPSUINT 
Bt GISt A MM UHOLZ Ip jot [2t loc jt | 9 _ 
be 6¢€ |s FI ol Ol [ OP — ‘12 *o9q|" °° BuoNs ‘a °Or BariZi0 sy ‘S°N 'H AALO°G [UN G6GE'S ‘al "99q\° °° ezuriadsy 
= 6 |os le |» fe » 16 | — ‘Bl “AON|** Uossapuazy “pl +> aadduug “gq Ie Hig cist TN 6E°¢ | — ‘08 cadagh +c: eparune 
A et | ss |os 121 x | FL (GIST “LZ EP? SuONG “| 'g) wuerFsow “gc cH AzeeZ | NOUR | mm SKE adagh sso? wueiqeg 


I so | ov | os II » | L (6I8t ‘et tadagr’* Suang -g -o} wuesuoyy “SI H] We G | Ne [6st ‘OL “auylepfoy ap wa 
. “OUI BAISNIN 


eS TE 


Eee Qe > 


7 . . Re 
; S x | 8 | g B je Fe 8 F550 vonedouwny | -WaINVNWOO “IASSAA 
‘SWAVATY Sl doe Se alf 2 5943 Jo pus ‘os jo ‘painzdey jassa,a equ Mg ‘ainzdey Jo aq jo 
*paiasidoy = @ = S = 2 “SAA 34} JO UOT VU AINVN ‘paanydey a19q yy AAVN 
pus pajedisueuq saqunn 3 re ~Wapuoy 343 jo ayeq 


"9281 Asvnigay fo hog Y7Q IY} OF juamysyqnis7 $32 moss ‘MIlI)S1SIT Puy 
payodiunug ‘pasnzdyg saanly fo Laquinal ay} Suinays “uorssnuuwoy paryy ysiuedg puy ysyug ay; fo 1n07 ays ut payvapnlpp sjassag fo 18T 


a" | ‘panuizuoo ‘¢ ‘ony ul (.q) aunsojoug party, 


4 


Ve) 


( General. ) 


Srerra LEONE. 


(paniijgua, ») 
ESt | os 


Go] ABIX 2G) Mt [RIOT 


” ? >” [ PS SSRI ‘§ "ya 


‘anys parenyiqap Aaaa aq) 7 
Jo aouanbasuos a ‘eggy isntay 
1) ayy Uo apseg-iseog-ade y 
w AWG FRurpueumo-y ayy oy Vlog 
1940 paJIAT]ap puke papuky tiaagq cSt | » 
Suravy Aas faaay pasaystar aq 
JOU ppHod wg “Vino? 3Ny JOarIIap | 
Aq paiedioueaia aia saavyg asaq 7 J 
"as¥Q siqy wi ssurpasooad saqaany 
wea 0} Ansiday ayy ut paspoy 
aq pnoys joasaq) sparvoad ay 
wy puw “EZsyp aune qs]; ayy uo 
DUES AY} JO IBS 9} pIa!dop yAN0D 
a) ‘Sarvadde yuemieyg ou ang 
‘pautmtapuod jou sem jassa, siyy J 


3 ’, 


. -—~-—- 


Poe | GOS | OLD 


>” » |h8l ee 91s = 


“STB APIA JI UL [MOT Igoe |ee 


‘poysiiad ‘pasaysiFaz pur payedio 
“UBUD Z| 911) Furndaoxa ‘paveq uo 


SOABIS 9) [[P puke Sopeuso) iuay cl is j I 9 ROE | ORE | — “eZ . aune 
“OIA B UL ANOQIeFT siqy yo qnopy 
aq} go dasdu sem jassagq siyy, 
AIZ |€% =|7b IR FLL | SOL | eze | —™ ‘ez = aune 
63 P ) 6 Of ” 6c “SRI “S| ouny 
si/oa|le|l Z| wz lp Zin 4 ‘SPATS OUT} 
S. an | 3 S (SLES et yo uonrdouwmg 
“SMUVIVAY = - * $ ? SOF SE S\oyy jo puy ‘jos 
-parnysiayy: BS 6 26 -89A oq} JO uoTWWU 


‘panuluoa ‘¢ sony ut (° 


oe ; m Jano 
spay "yy 41g 


S!-uajp wang “g "py EEL | NES“ 


SA sapaeyg)'"** uueg ‘gs "Py "H]-q°9z *z "N’GI 9 


"C 19Q01Q AALIIO AY sHuoy pi °* JIALICT “S ‘WH ""3°SE “9 I°N’O “*f 
2997 “CH | vopmmdWes‘WwiH [8 L 

puv spuayy y stg|puveiuasiqds -g-py py} 163 “2 |N°GS 
ayer] ¢FY | voprmadpy’s spy “ET |. sae Nhat cesar 

PUB SDUazA “By AIG puvemosiudss ‘WH a 262 | NGS "b 


“IMA “seyO)* BuRFuon “g “YW "H| peansagy adey golzzst ‘1 


—_————B ee 


‘apnysuoy | ‘apnqryey 
‘UTANVANWOO 
jo “paingdes jassay yey Lg 
IAVN ‘pamngdey ary Ay 


a aINsOPUT psy y 


e781 ‘E Ajnp|zary eq eueyy 


—  Z snsny] jarydey urg 


— “6, wnsnyl}'****** Rasoe 


—.‘o, yudy|'°°*°* uputax 


== "el 


dy} **** epyaun 
“ST = BSONPDICT 


—— | 


“IESSAA - 
jo 
AWN 


‘ainjdyy jo oyaq | 


pudyl"*"****enaa, | 


Digitized by Google 


( Generad, ) 


SrerRA Leone. 


696 | 929 


e 


Rat “we P| S®TTTAL AA P810an)] «+. "GIZRIG 'S "JT “IK ‘B1D9Y YO 


SULIaA 


CEenrey 961 SI lub \ea [99 
"sHaIUIBAOD [RIMO}OQ ay) YP} AI | PF YT | | 
©) JIAO PIIAAIPp “AAIMOY ‘319i 
Aayy ‘uorediouewa 0} papue ey a irae Oy A 
10Uu dtam “$77 JO TJoquinu at) 0} 
SQAB[S It] WLI) pIasoap yaNo| Iq], 
Off |8f Ob |46 jG 


"DAABS D.19A\ SAARI g AjuO 
pue ‘uiulag jo Sig aq) Ut Opeu 9 92 | 99 | oe 19 
-10} B UL jasdn sem JasseAQ SIT], 


—_- — +--+ —_—__—_—_—_— —-_eooo 


"GEL AVIA PGI UL [BIOL jose |RG DIS \9S [VIZ 


9¢ 9 (6 6 (ja; 
PLZ 66 |PIL GI [esl 


022 02 |€6 ce j|¢Z 


"PER| AVIA By) Ul BIOL) ,, ee] ” 22 ” 
*juaMUIaAOL) PRIUOJOD 7) |——|—— |~— | | -— 
oy 0} AAO pasaAtjap 19AaMoy | 
gia Adi “payedioueaa aq 03 pop) 
-1}09 JOUDIOM [9SS9 A STG) Ul OIRO "4 ad fag 99 re a9 
-1pn{pe Yo) ty 74 F3no01q d19M% Gory | 
SdAv[S dy et) paasddp yNOEg ayy.) 
‘AajsiBoy Oy) Out |) 
pred aq 0} pasapso d1aM joo19ty) 
spaaooad ay) pur ‘pze¢ Aawnaqay 
116 Ot wo “sapnse apqeqsuad >] ,, | ,, | 5, Jo» |» 
sv ‘oSse20 puw yassay ples oq) | 
jO O/¥S at) paasdap TNVD 9q) Wg 
‘pautuspuod yousea Jassaq sityy J 


oe ma eS 2S 

air 

P/F) E ls 

'SMUVNAY, EVP RP ie i 
~~ ‘pasaystsoqy 

puv pegediouemsy sequins 


161 | 261 jozst ‘€ 


SOU 


UPL) eg +9 sepsnog] * 34!p2y “Ss “IW re 


Avqriey plQ Y 


IT 


23 


16¢ 
gg | — {83 “SONIA PS1000) ++ *-uazmig “g “WH ALOL OTN “S'S 
cgz | — ‘£3 "AON" U9U1NG SFU) auoyspreyy “Gg WW HA ‘Sls | N19 


Il 


ozz \Sc8t ‘63 qoaepylavsamyy “y somes] ++ +> omy “sg WH|AAST'S1N 13S 


eS eae 


»» | Sty [eo8! “IL 


‘ e IdMOp 2 = “ 
vie 9s PUA Y 'S\ aso uomo 's ‘W'H| F888 [NIS'F 
> Zin Z “SDARTS 93 ‘apnysuey | “apnqywy 
Se 8l|2xEo uoygedouewg | wqHAaNVWIOO 
i= S = PI = 5. ayy jo pu ‘fas jo *pamnjdeo passa, jean Ag 
2 a “4 a & S |-sa, oy} jo uonea ANVN ‘pamnjdeyy 2201 44 
‘S ah &,|-mapuog ay} jo ayuq 


Jaaop 
“Ud[H WHO *S W'H 


90] * Spuryy “Y AIS 


‘panuyuod ‘¢ ‘on Ul (*g) ounsopouT pany 


"UFE) erg +3 supsnog|** Sarapay "s “IW “H| “A °Z°6 | N‘O¢'S 
ID “QO susnog 


— ¥ "AON| “' °° °* Gian 
“PQtHY BIN 
— Hy pol ttt: Ruy 
me: 8p yoQ] "7°41 * Bsa4a 7, 
— i ci | ees RIRID 
= GZ *ydag S's ee eae 
-jery epunZag 
oo81 ‘Z wmyy|**** Mounds 
— ‘pl ‘ydag veces BuRIqeT 
PZRT ‘EI aun} ** * * ByaTUND 


eS ST 


“TASSTA 
‘amngdey jo a3" jo 
. AWVN 


Digitized by Google 


- 


™ 


( General, ) 


Srgrra LEONE. 


cid 
go | — 93 ‘sdaghiqtusp pe ymaiy) ‘+ saddeug -g "py “py|aequegpiQ@josaary] — ‘Zz ysnSny|"** ovdi22005 
‘ . oy mi i uopramsh . . . . . . tne “eee ; 
G86 lizel ‘Za ‘was ie Dies ry ‘qidue susseaqs io wp] 2 @ OPN ae] — “es Aine ST CD 
IZzsl ieAepy nary pur 9fastq 7, ° ‘ a 
7 fg Aang pamsaquy|@r109 “YD 41s \pue ame “gpg )MUPOPIOJOPAII) — “GHEY ee 
1: uusepy ‘ynary par 9] SULT, 1 See | eee ; am he 
Tei ”§63«—|“< ounf t911[09 WD asipue wey os pW A GA FEE VNCSEh | — 6G OMY. BIQUB SUDO’), 
. Ee seSv py wary, pur APSILT, od ae, ‘Auuog |, iad Bel 
€8 ISSl “6T uy MPD “YH Aleipae wyeyp “Ss WA N'96 P AJOANET oe see OTL LG | sane 
L6 | 
| 
2 bites tases “aypary “¢ (HI wopiundyy “g WH] ‘wuoryy saan po lozst ‘es ‘ure]** sopeapeg“ag 
97 _— ‘o aune “** Sa017g ‘g “+ . ‘Bur tuogy 'g ‘Ti a "AOR TL “NT 620 — ‘02 "pH ee eran vaguUid 
IZ |ozst ‘be *q2a/°*** APM ING)" eeseadg “Ss "WH ‘T'0S'6 |"N'E2°% [61st ‘oe  Ayygy "°° apep | 
“199g  wAONT 
-~ 2 ‘SPATTS 94 ‘apnyauo’y | ‘vpngyye'E 
2 vn fo uonwdoumy | “WAONVAWWOO TASSHA 
= = Es ayy jo pue ‘jas jo ‘parnjdey passa, wey Ag ‘ainqded jo aug jo 
¢ 2% |-s9, ayy so uo TAVN “porter S15hM, _ - SINWN 
—~  & |-arapuos ani jo amq 


(panurnuoz) ee ee ee ee 
“TEST ABOA OF) UL [RIOT 6h [48 HG [46 (SIS } 1B 
bo Ot HE 1§ 3 j3e +s 
*paia}sidar 9q 0} Uaye} aq 
pinoo uondiosap sty asojaqg yng >|406-|6 jOb jab (GIL | FZ 
‘norjedrourwe sayye paip uvaraug 
2 bP 3 9 3? 32 
pol |we [se |¢e 1g | 06 
BZ ih |3 j|Zl (63 | S 
‘OSS[ 489A at ul [RIOT | £6 63 63 {SI {bz »” 
a3 3 33 add a? 3? 
9 9 6 |P ({£ ” 
‘pasaysisar ou nq 
‘payediouema aia saavig souks Zé joo jit jet e 
es = > 2 
P12) F) 1) F esd 
‘SMUVINTY ee Tt bp ie ieee 
“pasoysiSay eB? & 
pue pajediouvury seqmay =[/5 


‘9081 Aunnsgag fo hug y79 ay) 07 juamysygnzsy] sji wolf ‘pasajsisayy puv payod 
-1UDULT ‘pasnjdog svams fo Laquinay ays Fummays ‘uorssruuo,) paryy wan3njiog pup ysnug ay) fo zine ay) ue paynoipulpy’ sjessa.4 fo ysvE 


‘panuijuoo ‘¢ ‘ony ul (7g) aunsopoug pays, 


(General, ) 


. 


SreERRA LEONE 


(‘panunjuo)) Pe OO SU OY Oe ay 


“CST AVIA IYI UT [MIOT!Z8E1/e9 (68 |cZb jOI8 | 9ZI | S9GI 


ee | ee ee | ee | | | LT 


“e C.e8 ee a 6 § 
ho 


66 |» |» les loz Jer | air} — ‘oe = ‘q) sda sxpeqolss** oueg gy H/a‘Z1e |N‘eh'S | — “Ie *? 
| “Big Bp eneuue 


61 gee | —. es ‘90q) sdyqa sapeqo)**** uueg ‘Sg "WW H) ‘OP's |N “Ges | — “9 42q0990] °° ** BOQsYT 


LIS | oe je [910 1261 
ap oluojuy “aig 


“OI | os » Io8 {cs ol A OD ie a *29q ITO AA svwmoyyl’' "494g ‘CS  “Hy] suoossmie y asa | — £2 ‘ydac QJURIDIIILUUO +») 

fl »» | oo» IP a | ¢ 02 — ‘ez ysuduyluesepy “yey °° apsiyy. “gd “WH ‘NOF'R | — ‘EZ aun] corer uy 
"\"H 250f 48 

A am are eee » 1B | m RoasnBay] -* spuagy yas} ‘temmasiqds sg sweHya ee f N29 | — {9 dyer pp ryardyy 


z6z |» |. {eg |zoz |b | 962 | — {9 asnnyluvtery yy nary)" *opsiny “gq H]AA 0%" |NCT “SE | ‘65 ung easy 
oz |oot|— ‘%  Aimgh * ayaay ce Ay Mopmudyy gi Hla Ze s | NCIS’ | — 623) [dypr* psosuayaq 


2 sd f ayaT “¢ “H vopimassy Pum foe fareaeg | — te jdyles ss s*seg) 


O08 {SI |0G |86 10% 
G8 fel js (8S j9E 


» | Ol | — ‘az. aung]* spuazy “yp aig) emadinds -g‘w “HIME ONOVN 9S | — ft ed yjosasaagap sq 


CS 
Se) 
N 
> | 


3 6bE | — ‘8 oaunef ttt ayMtay *cO) - RawFoyy gH] A ze"s |NZ3°9 | — fer Idy} + eduvadsy 


cAI I7Z80 SEE Goargy) -* spuayy ‘yy aig} ** eruastiqdy gc Hleessign yy NOZELE2TSt 1S G93] * AO1T PITTA 
p epuoy IF 


——_«*OC-| CC" C C-—-— OOO eee oe ee ——E — _+ OOo —_—_—_—_—_—_— ee ss TT, EE — eS —Ss=oor 
si/a|e| 2] xz le 7 7 "S2AU[S 24} ‘apnyiSuoy | -apngiey , 
a |< E 3 2 oe 2,2 \o uonedoueary UAAGNVANNWOO TASSHA 
‘SMUVNAU = | * . 3 " |S Se $ ayy JO pus “las jo ‘pamngdey jassea yey Ag ‘aangdey jo aug jo 
-paraystiayy Bd alg & 5-2 ons Jo open aINWN ‘paanjydey a2aq An AWKWN 
pur paqudrouewy zoquiny 2 at & |-Wapuoy at} jo a38q 


‘ponutquos *¢ ‘ON Ul (*G) JANSOpOUTT pag 


Digitized by Google 


( General.) 


SIERRA LEONE. 


(panngmog) 


—{>  -__—___—— ee = 


"FSS APIA 9q) UL HO FZZ11/08 |O1S \eRl |299 | 9S | Ele 


’ Esp ike l99 izol \ooe | Ip | Sob | — “Cl 
doc t= ‘SI 


Z ree |bZst ‘cl 


"ESS AWIX ayy ul yeyoT 17ES] | os II 68 |IFL | 6 9SF 


*pai9jsi5ai Jo payediouews jou yng 


‘JUIUIUIAOD [RIUOTOD aq) 0} 1aA0 we bZI £281 “Hl 
Paiaal[ap puy papury asaaniaaanoy GX paws] 
SPAR/S DY) ‘pauonuau-ulasay skep 4 zz E28 I 

OY} UO VINOD ayy Jo saassap Aq_ | . “¢ “Gq paresaquy 


payesaqiy aaa sjassaq Omj asagy L 


eS ee eee a 
c. nowe ‘SOAUTS 943 
ecole ne jo uonedpuvary 
& 3 als & 5 ]-s9A am jo uoneu 

pus payediurag squny E = j &,]-mMapuoy an3 jo aq 


“AON ‘'I'O ‘uaog § F aua}sprepy ‘Ss W ‘H ‘ y si N "Coy a 
"AON | PQWODTIOON “DH [°° AOVIA “gS IK Hy] |g °9 


"AON | PQMOT[OOM *H | °°" * JONITA *§ “FY “H 


Aywe}**** qoog uqog|**** sojatA *g “IV A 


Avyy| aquioajyjooay “| **** uurg ‘sg “yy "yy 


» | SLs Se “ase 


6 L0G |8c8l “St ‘“uer 


“92 dag aeeaeate OZAy 


sOMaiZeIg7 
sosiuy socf 


NORE | — ‘St ‘das 


‘S CIS UN CLs | — ‘Ep asndny] s+ eueg 
‘sQoULIg O1UMUYy 
Wop jo snoqgaesy 
aq} Woody juBssiIp 
sopitu ¢ 40 P ynogy 


HESS |NSh'L [ESSE “OL WAPPYjoyuaey wog 


— ‘g  Avyrjeuonbsg eegy 


sdijgiyg sapreqg) **** uueg "s "yy "]} 
Asayjoyy os 
‘HL wary 


M“9Z°¢ |"S "08'0 | — ‘ES “290 f** apeprra9.utg 


woddeug g ‘Iv 'H "y9Q]"* 9105 BAON 


‘ydagh**** vdeig 
ep Rualepoeyy 


sdiyiqd sapeqg)""* uuvg ‘sy HNa te ZING Tl — ‘62 


sduypiqd sapieqo)*** uaeg “g WW “Hy "sRIUOY T, tZ8I “E10 “AON |*** OBdiI9U0g 


IS Jo puvysp aq) HO 


ooo -_e_—-_—-——e—e or Co-— ---"————___ $$ 


“MAANVNNOOD ‘apnyisue’y | ‘apnqyey 
“- “TASSTA 
J ‘pamnzdey possaa quym Aq ‘ainjdeg jo auq jo 
TINWN “parnydus) 2297.44 GIN 


*‘ponulzuoa *¢ ‘ON Ul ("g) aunsojoug palyy 4 


Digitized by Google 


( General.) 


SipRRA LEONE. 


10 


*SUOISSIUWIOD) PaXxIyA 243 0} 2eVSIZOY “ELLIS “WAL 


“S0S6 | * 18D pass 


Bag joes eee?) pasagsifayy paw payediouvurg saquay 
PSS co ecceccescoes naigysiZa}7 JOU ING payedioueM” JsaquINNy 


eeeerseeseeseeoere vece **pasaasida}y 10 pozedjoueag 
929 OU ‘JUSMI19405) JRIUOTOD 2q) 0) 4aA0 pasaalfap szIquINAT 


{ eeveeeneereeenn coe e*naasi 33 2q 0} UdIqB. aq pjnoa 


cee |Z¢ |ZZ |FOl \ZPI 


Z9rI eeceeeeosr een eter eeesnee. vuonetpolpy 310J9Q paip JaquinN 


*LOVULSAV 


2056 


9y01 


oSZI 
ISI 
029 
£622 
661 
Scop 
96 


[BIO], puwiy 

f *g Asensqa,7 0) dn 
9281 onidg 
C28 { Oniqg 
Pos | ond 
£68 I OIG 
oé8l BELT 6 | 
128 Ou 
OZR 1 OEIC G § 


618! 


I 98€ 928 “OL ‘BPP saID "D ‘f “Mary 


‘CZQI woOA 9G) UT RIOT, |CSH PSI [82S |VGI (EI |SPl |I9II 


‘xod-jyeus pue Arajuashp 
UI0.1J Susie ‘papuey Vays Ul ata. [ o hte 
Aaq) asvasip Jo 938)s payojais ay BIS 1& |PS jlo jsor 
6} Fumo ‘pai9jsi3a.19q 01 Uaye} aq 4 
Pinos uondiissap ayy s10jaq Hq t 996 


‘uorediouvmasajje paipaag-Azrg 7, 


GE iPS j92f |FOl 


OPI |16 |(h IPP \0P 


—— etl Tomes nll ee | 


Zr |t9e | — “bh ‘AON|‘** Avuungy “ye 


FL 46 |os | «(BT calag) **.seqoang *¢ (AK 


ta 6FI — ‘6, qouwp|******** uos 


ol [£6 j¢zsi ‘Ig “uegi’’’ 
-911N09'"D “AAD 


< 
sfolele | ei& Fle-z ‘BOAUIS AND 
= a e S Soils nF jo vuoneddurwy 
‘SUUVANAY ah ba * S) SS F|SE S\oyr jo, paw ‘as 
*poloysi3ay Soe a & & |-s94 943 JO corned 
pus pasion seamen ||8 2|°  %|-%P40 em Jo om 


“1919'S NAT 


Aeu 


“UAAGNVANNOD 
jo 


FAVN 


‘9381 ‘Es Auvnigag ‘auoaT vssary 


onid onid 
onid onic 
ould ond 
onid OGL 
oud ond 
oud mug 
0719 onid 


Jak 3yQ Ul painjgdey saavjg jo saquinny [BOT 


‘painqdyy passa, yey Ag | 


suing “GE WHA ‘080 (N SI'S | — “G2 


“*19MV "S'N‘H| AZ |N'€ZS| — “6 


“*" 180 S°N Hia'r FIN‘'O #& | “ZI 


iasuiag “G (NCH! a ‘IE's |N ‘02'S \SZS8I1 ‘FI 


“* uueg "S ‘W‘H) @ ‘zp'g |"N “13'S |PZSI ‘EZ 


*panujqyoo *¢ ‘on ul (°q) aunsopouq pay y 


‘apngisuoy | ‘epngrywy 


‘AON? BIY 


-eg ep eyoubeg 


dag} +++ ** owng 
***so}uua 

Aine} < -taeN sop 
susae wog 


‘ues “*** uy Mog 


"PO! BZA BPA 


“TASSAA 


‘aanjdeg jo ayeq jo 


‘paanjde,y o10 AA 


TAVYN 


Le) 


SIERRA Leone. (General.) ll 


No. 4. 
J. T. Williams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received May 22.) 


Sir, Sierra Leone, March 10, 1826. 


NOTWITHSTANDING the acknowledged zeal, vigilance and activity, of 
His Majesty’s Squadron on this Coast, and the unremitting assiduity of its 
Otticers in the performance of their duty, to endeavour to check the illicit 
Trathck in Slaves ; and, although His Majesty’s Ships have lately captured 
more Vessels concerned in the prosecution of this detestable Trade, in a 
shorter space of time than, I believe, at any former period, since the esta- 
blishment of the Courts of Mixed Commission : stil], and it is with a feeling 
of painful regret J state it, no great diminution appears to have been the 
consequence—t ts still most flourishing. | 

Of sixteen Vessels taken during the last nine months, seven had taken their 
Cargoes from Lagos, three from the River Calabar, two from Popo, and Parts 
adjacent thereto, all which Places are deep in the Bights of Benin and Biafra ; 
and one from a Place called Manna, on the Windward Coast, and about 250 
miles to leeward of this Colony: the Dutch Vessels “ Z” and “ La Fenus,” 
were bound to the River Bonny, and the “ Bey” intended taking her Cargo 
on board from the Gallinas. | | 

It would, therefore, appear evident from these facts, that the Rivers in the 
Bights of Benin and Biafra, form the principal sources of this Trade; and 
which 1s carried on to a great extent under the Flags of Spain, France, 
Brazil and Holland; the latter, in most cases, being made the cover of 
French property. . 

Whilst Miscreants, so engaged, continue to foster by its means the worst 
feelings of the Native Africans, by so powerfully exciting their cupidity, it 
cannot be expected that any permanent, or extensive good, can be effected 
in ameliorating their condition, or extending the blessings of civilization. It 
is, however, amidst all this evil, matter of congratulation, that in the neigh- 
hourhood ef this Colony, there exists little, if any, remains of the Slave-trade. 
The River Sherbro’ was, at one period, a principal Emporium for Slaves ; 
but the Foxy of the late much-lamented Governor, Major-General Turner, 
gave a deep, and I hope, a death-blow to any further proceedings of that 
nature there. 

The Havannah is the only Port from which Vessels under the Spanish 
Flag clear out for Africa. Whether from the just remonstrances of the British 
Government, or otherwise, they now clear out, under the pretence of legiti- 
mate Commerce, for the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes ;_ which Islands, 
from their contiguity to the Bights of Benin and Biafra, greatly facilitate the 
carrying thetr real object, that of Slaving, into effect. 

It has also come to my knowledge, that such Vessels as get off the Coast 
with safety, land their Slaves at the back of the Island, and then return into 
the Port of the Havannah in ballast. | 

Bahia is the principal Port from which Vessels under the Brazilian Flag 
are cleared out for a Slaving-voyage to Molembo; but, in every.Case which 
has of late come before the Court of Mixed Commission for adjudication, it 
has been most satisfactorily proved, that their Cargoes had been shipped trom 
Lagos: false Logs, and Journals of their Voyages being regularly made out, 
as if from the Port they swear they came from, and tliis, of necessity, 
induces a system of prevarication, and of the grossest perjury. 

The vigilance and activity of our Cruizers have been the means of making 
the Slavers extremely cautious in their proceedings. ‘Until the day of depar- 
ture, although every preparation for the reception of their Victims is 
made, not a Slave is embarked ; and when that does take place, it is distress- 
We to reflect on the number which is thus taken on board. The poor 
Wretches may literally be said to be stowed in bulk. The consequence is, 
(cither from contagious disease getting among them, or the length of time 
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before they arrive at their Place of destination, the Brazilian Vessels being 
gencrally very dull sailers,) that the number of deaths which occur, and 
the squalid, diseased and deplorable state of the Survivors, when landed, are 
shocking to humanity. oe 

I purpose making the Cases under the Metherlands Flag, the subject of a 
Separate Despatch. I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 


The Right Ilon. George Canning, 


&c. &e. &e. 


ee ace 


No. 5. 
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(heceived June 2.) 


SIR, Sierra Leone, November 10, 1825. 


IN consequence of the protracted illness of one Clerk, and the resignation 
of another, we were deprived of assistance during a period of three 
Months, and by the departure of one of these Individuals on leave to England, 
the Commissioners’ Office was lett without a Writer. 

We were, therefore, induced to remove Mr. Bidwell from his Situation of 
First Clerk of the Registry, to do duty under the Commissioners, with leave 
to draw the full Salary of Second Writer; and we also engaged a young Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Bouveric) who had lately arrived from England as another’ 
Writer, with the half Salary of the First. 

We sincerely hope, Sir, that these temporary arrangements will meet with . 
your entire approbation. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. RENDALL. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


Sc. &c. &e. 


No. 6. | 
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2.) 


Sir, Sterra Leone, January 10, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose, herewith, Abstracts of the Proceedings in 
the several Courts of Mixed Commission established in this Colony, during 
the last Year. 

There were three Cases adjudicated under the British and Spanish Mixed 
Commission, all of them deemed Cases for condemnation, and the number of 
Slaves emancipated amount to 579. 

‘The number of Cases adjudicated under the British and Portuguese Mixed. 
Commission was four, all which were condemned, and the number of Slaves 
emancipated amount to 1020. 

There were three Cases adjudicated in the British and Netherlands Mixed 
Court of Justice ; no Slaves were on board any of them at the time of cap- 
ture; but (falling under the several designations in the Additional Article to 
the Treaty signed at Brussels, the 25th of January, 1823) the Vessels and: 
their Cargoes were condemned. 

' The total number of Cases adjudged during the past Year will thus be 
found to be 10, and the number of Slaves emancipated 1599. 
- J have the honour to he, &c. 


(Signed) G. RENDALL. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&c. &c. &c. | 
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First Enclosure in No. 6. 


Abstract of Proceedings under the British and Spanish Mired Commission 
at ada Leone, from the ist of January 1825, to the 1st of January 
1820. | oe | 


(No. 1.)—The Schooner “ Espanola,” under Spanish Colours, Francisco Ramon Roderiguez 
Master, was captured by His Majesty's Ship ** Atholl,” commanded by Captain James A. Mur- 
ray, oft the River Gallinas, on the 7th of March 1825, in Latitude 5. 21. North, and Lougitude 
13. 13. West, with 270 Slaves on board. ‘ e 

Part of the outward-bound Cargo of this Vessel was purchased at Charleston, viz. Tobacco to 
the amount of 1200 dollars. —e 

This Vessel was condemned on the 19th of March 1825, and ber Slaves were emancipated on 
the same duy. 


(No, 2.)—The «© Segunda Gallega,” sailing under Spanish Colours, was captured by His 
Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Maidstone,’? Commodore Bullen, ©. B., on the 29th of September 1825, in 
Latitude 6. 13. North, and Longitude 3. 18. East, with 255 Slaves on board, | 

The Court condemned this Vessel and emancipated ber Slaves on the 23d of November 1825. 


(No. 3.)—His Majesty’s Ship ‘ Brazen,” commanded by Captain Willes, detained the 
Schooner ** Clara,” otherwise * Clarita,” Joze Morano, Master, sailmg under Spanish Colours, 
off Cape Mesurado, in Latitude 5. 15. North, and Longitude 10. 30. West, on the dth of Novem- 
ber 1825, with 36 Slaves on board. ‘hese were emancipated, and the Vessel condemned on the 
23d of November 16209. (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. | 


Second Enclosure in No. 6. 


Abstract of Proceedings under the British and Portuguese Mfixed Commis- 


sion at Sierra Leone, from the lst of January 1825, to the 1st of 


January 1626. 


(No. 1.)—The Schooner ‘© Bella Eliza,’ under Brazitian Colours, Placido Joze de Maio, 
Master, was captured by His Majesty's Ship ** Bann,” G W. C. Courtenay, Esq., Commander, on 
the 23d of November (n24, in Latitude 2. 2. North, and Longitude 5. 42. East, with 371 Slaves 
on board (being three mere than allowed by Passport,) 12 of whom died on their passage up to 
this Place. She was turnished with a Royal Pa-sport from the Provisional Government at Babia, 
dated the Zist of June 1824, authorising a Slave-trading voyage to Molembo. 

The Master declared that he took the Slaves on board at Northern Molembo, and when desired 
‘to shew that Place upon the Chart, pointed to the Western Bank of the River Lagos, in Lati- 
tude 6. 10. North. 

This Vessel was condemned, and her Slaves emancipated on the 31st of January 1325. 


(No. 2 )—The Schooner “ Bom Fim," sailing under Brazilian Colours, and commanded by 
Joaquim Joze de Britto Lima, was captured by His Majesty's Brig ‘«Swinger,” Lieutenant Ed- 
ward Stewart Clerkson, Commander, on the 14th of January 1825, in Latitude 2. 20. North, and 
Longitude 5, 31. East, with 149 Slaves on hoard, 3 of whom died previous to adjndication, 

This Vessel was furnished with a Royal |’assport, dated at Bahia, the 23d of August 1824, 
authorising a Slave-tracing voyage fo Molembo. ' 

The Master acknowledged having shipped the Slaves in Latitude 6. 16. North, and Longitude 


3.10. Fast. 
Tue Vessel was condemned, and the Slaves emancipated on the 19:h of March 1825. 


(No. 3.)—Ou the 17th of July 1825, In Latitude 4. 0. North, and Longitude 4. 4. East, [is 
Majesty’s ‘Ship “ Esk,” W. J. Purchas, Msq. Commander, detained the Sumaca ‘* Bom Jesus dos 
Navigantes,”’ sailing under the Brazilian Flag, Joad Perciro, Master, with 280 Slaves on board, 
(73 more than allowed by Passport) 13 of whom died on their passage up to Sierra Leone. 

The Royal Passport given at Bahia, the 21st of January 1825, allowed this Vessel to trade ‘for 
Slaves at the Ports of Molembo, with liberty to call at the Costa da Mina. — 

This Vessel was condemued, and the Slaves emancipated on the 14th of September 1825, 


(No. 4.)—The Brazilian Schooner ** Uniao,”’ Jozé Ramos Gomis, Master, arrived here on the 
Olst of October last, detained by His Majesty’s Ship “ Atholl,” Captain Murray, (His Majesty's 
Ships « Esk ” and ** Redwing” in company) on the 9th of September 1825, in Fuaritude 2. 33, 
North, and Longitude 4. 17. East; with 36) Slaves on board (being 66 more than allowed by 
Passport,) 112 of whom died on their passage up to this Place. ' . 

This Vessel was furnished with a Royal Passport, dated at Bahia, the 14th of July 1825, autho- 
Tising a Slave-trading voyage to the Ports of Molembo. 

The Master stated that he sbipped the Slaves from the River Lagos. 

The Vessel was condemned, and the Slaves emancipated on the 4th of November 1825. 

; . 5° (Signed) GEO, RENDALL. 
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Third Enclosure in No. 6. 


Abstract of Proceedings in the British and Netherlands Mixed Court of 
Justice at Sierra Leone, from the 1st of January 1825, to the 1st of 
January 1826. 


_ (No. 1.)—-The Schooner ‘* Rey’? was captured by His Majesty's Ship “* Maidstone,“ Commodore 
Bullen, C. B., on the 19th of May 1825, off the River Gallinas, sailing under the ‘Netherlands 
Flag, and commanded by William Woodside baving no Slaves on board, but falling under the 
several desiznations in the Additional Article to the Treaty signed at Brussels, the 25th of 
January 1823. 

This Vessel was condemned on the 29th of June 1825. 


(No. 2.)—The Brig ‘* Z,”’ sailing under Dutch Colours, and commanded by Denis Kere Derne, 
was captured off the River Andony or Sombrero, on the 3/st of July 1825, by His Majesty's Ship 
‘© Maidstone,’? Commodore Bullen, C. B. having no Slaves on board, but tabling under the several 
designations contained in the Additional Article to the Treaty, signed at Brussels, the 25th of 


January 1823. 
The proof of illicit Traffick being clear, the Judges condemned the Vessel and Cargo on the 9th 


ot September 1825. 

(No. 3 )—On the Ist of September 1825, His Majesty’s Ship ‘ Atholl,” Captain Murray, cay)- 
tured the Netherlands Schooner ‘* La Venus,” in Latitude 4. 12. North, and Longitude 5. 33. 
East, not having any Slaves on board, but falling under the several designations contained in the 
Additional Article to the Treaty signed at Brussels, the 25th of January 1823. 

This Case was so exactly similar to those of the‘ Bey ’’ and ‘* Z," that the Judges, without 


hesitation, condemned the Vessel and Cargo on the Ist of November 1825. 
(Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 


| ae aa — 
No. 7. 
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary .Canning.—( Received June 2.) 


Sir, : Szerra Leone, January 12, 1826, 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that Mr. John Tasker Williams 


arrived in this Colony on the 5th instant, and having produced the Commis- 
sion of His Most Gracious Majesty, appointing him Commissary Judge at 
Sierra Leone, under the Treaties with Foreign Powers for the suppression of 
illegal Slave-trade, we had the pleasure of introducing that Gentleman to the 
Portuguese and Netherlands Commissioners, as well as to the Local Autho- 
rities; and, upon the 10th instant, the several Courts of Mixed Commission 
were duly opened, wherein the prescribed Oaths of Office were administered 
by. the Principal Magistrate of the Place, (Mr. Acting Chief Justice 
RendalJl,) to Mr. Williams, who was then regularly installed as His Majesty’s 
Commissary Judge. 

The Archives ot the Correspondence of the Commissioners at Sierra Leone 
will be delivered up to Mr. Williams at the earliest moment after the Pro- 
ceedings of the Commissionérs, ad interim, are duly recorded. 

| I have the honour to be, &e. 
The 7 Hon. George = (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 
C. &c. C. | 


No. 8. 
J.T. Williams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received July 12) 


Sir, Sierra Leone, March 30, 1826. 


WITH reference to my Despatch of the 10th of March, on the subject of 
the Slave-trade, generally, I now beg to enclose, as tending to corroborate 
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some of the stateinents therein made, Copy of a List, given to me by 
Captain Willes, of Vessels boarded by His Majesty’s Ship “ Brazen,” during 
her late cruize. | | 

The “ Feliz Africano,”—(the slaves for which were said to be ready for 
embarkation, at the moment that might appear most favourable), is fitted for 
the reception of 670 human beings. | 

The “ Prince of Guinea” —(during the last visit of the “ Brazen” “at 
“ Whydah,” this Vessel had just arrived there from America for De Souza, 
or Cacha as he is called on the Coast), a fine Brig, pierced for 16 guns, 
carrying a Jong 24-pounder on a pivot, and six smaller guns at the side; she 
was supposed to be better constructed for sailing than any Vessel out of 
America—entirely new. The Master of her stated, that De Souza had 
given him a very considerable sum of money to build her, fit her out, and 
load her; her Cargo was landing when the “ Brazen” left—The Master 
further stated, that she was going to Bahia with palm-oil, for the purpose of 
changing her Papers, when he would leave her. Captain Willes observed, 
that he did not suppose any Ship-of-War on the Coast could come up with 
her, and that there would, therefore, be but little chance of taking her, when 
she commences Slaving, (for which purpose she is declared to have been 
purchased and fitted,) unless during a calm, with Boats.—She will not take 
less than from 500 to 600 Slaves. 

The “ Activo”-—(the last Vessel on this List), was detained and sent here 
for adjudication by His Majesty’s Ship “ Atholi.”. 

I have the hononr to be, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, 


&c. &e. = & 


Enclosure ir No. 8. 


Vessels boarded by His Majesty's Ship “ Brazen.” 


“« BARBARITA'—Schouoner, 65 tons, 19 men, 1 gun, P. Blanco, Master and Owner, from 
Havannah, fitted for slaves ; boarded by the ‘‘ Brazen,” off Quitta, 20th November 1825. 

't Mugicu”— Brigaetme, 130¢ons, 35. men,.d.guus, lnza, Master, from Havaunah ; boarded off 
Whydah, 24th November 1825; fully fitted tor slaves. - | 

‘© Eliza’*—Schooner, 85 tons, 25 men, from Saint Thomas, under Portuguese Colours, fitted for 
slaves: boarded off Whydab, 24th November. 

‘© Feliz Africano'—Brig, 227 tons, 25 men, 2 guns, Antonio José Gabao, Master, from Bala, 
under Brazilian Colours; boarded off Whydab, 24th November, slaves ready to embark, lett ber 
at Whydah carly in February. oe : 

‘¢ Bienfaisant’—Brigantine, 69 tons, 12 men, Luzet, Master, from Rochelle, under French 
Colours; boarded off Whydah, 24th November, supposed to be Slaving. 

«* Allianee dos Nacoens’''—Brig, 16 men, Luiz de Sylva, Master, from Bahia, under Brazilian 
Coldurs ; boarded off Whydab, likely to take in her slaves at Little Elmina or Popo ; boarded 
again off Whydah, 24th November ; again at Little Elmina, 3d February. a af 

‘* Carlota’ — Brigantine, 176 tons, 30 men, 4 guns, J osé da Costa, Master, from Bahia, under 
Brazilian Colours ; boarded Ist December, likely to take in slaves at Whydah. . 

« Nova Brilliante’ — Brig, 260 tons, 20 men, 2 guns, Antonio Alvo de Silva Porto, Master, 
from. Babia, under Brazilian Colours ; boarded by the ‘‘ Brazen,” off Badagry, 28th December, - 

‘¢ Prinee of Guinea’’—Brig, 260 tous, 17 men, 5 guns, from Philadelphia, under American 
Colours ; Cargo said to be bought by De Souza, at W hydab ; boarded there 30th December. 

« [’Entrepretunte’—Brig, 216 tons, 18 men, 2 guns, from Bordeaux, Gassris, Master, under 
Freneb Colours ; Cargo consigned to De Souza ; boarded at Whydah 31st January. 

‘*§t, Juan’ —Ketch, 49 tons, 18 men, 2 guns, Manl. Dos Santos De Costa, Master, under 
Breazilian Colours, with a Passport to carry 125 slaves from Molembo; boarded off Ningo, 
_ 3d February. : 

" «Caridade’—Ketch, 106 tons, 21fmen, 2 guns, José de Santa Tarara, Master, under Brazilian 
Colonrs ; fitted for slaves ; boarded to-svindward:of Accra, oth February. 

‘* Activo’—Brig, 149'tons, 21-men, José Pinto, Master, under Brazilian Colours ; boarde] the 
17th November, off Accra, and seen -between Badugry aud Porto Novo early in February , 
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| | No. 9. 
ALT. Williams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received July 12.) 
Sir, Sterra Leone, April 5, 1826. 


I HAVE very considerable pleasure in communicating to you the return 
‘to this Place, on the 1st instant, by the Government Steam Vessel “ African,” 
of his Honour D. M. Hamilton, Chief Judge of this Colony. 

Mr. Hamilton immediately resumed his functions, as His Majesty's Com- 
missioner of Arbitration, in the Courts of Mixed Commission, and of Justice, 
a circumstance which is to me most satisfactory, for several reasons, but 
particularly from the value I attach to the assistance, which his experience. 
will enable him to afford me, in Cases of doubt or difficulty. = 

I have the honour to be, &c. : 


(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
Se. Se. &c. 


No. 10. 
Mr. Secretary Canning tod. T. Williams, Esq. 


Sir, | Foreign Office, July 21, 1826. 


I HAVE received your Despatch of the 5th of April, reporting that 
Mr. Hamilton had arrived at Sierra Leone, and had taken upon himself the 
functions of His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration. 

I am glad to take this opportunity of expressing my approbation of the 
diligence, zeal, and good sense which you have shewn in the execution of 
your duties, during the time in which you have acted as His Majesty’s Com- 
missary Judge at Sierra Leone. Iam, &c. 7 


J.T. Williams, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


No. ll. 


‘His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Lecewed Sept. 2.) 


-(Extract.) Sierra Leone, May 20, 1826. 


WE have been honoured with your Despatch of the 23d of February, 
enclosins a Communication from the Admiralty, with several Letters and 
Enclosures from Vice-Admiral Sir Lawrence Halsted, relative to the “ arrival 
at Cuba of a Spanish Vessel, reported to have re-captured, on the Coast of 
Africa, two Vessels concerned in the Slave-trade, wnich Vessels have been de- 
tained by a British Cruizer, and were on their way to Sierra Leone for 
adjudication.” ek 

We instituted immediate enquiry, in order to gain any information that 
might assist in clucidating this transaction. , 

The only Vesscl that we could ascertain to be missing, was the Spanish 
Brigantine “ Isabella,” detained by His Majesty’s Ship *‘ Redwing,” Captain 
Clavering, in Old Calabar River, at the same time (6th October 1825), as— 
the Spanish Schooners “ Zeresa” and “ Ana.” With the melancholy fate of 
the “Teresa,” you have already been acquainted, and the Cases of both 
Vessels have becn communicated to you by His Majesty’s late Acting Com- 
missioners, in their Despatches af the 10th of January 1826, marked 
$¢ Spain.” 
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A few loose se ip were lodged in the Registry by Lieutenant Card, the 
e 


Officer who boarded the “ Isabella,” the material ones having been conveyed 
away when the Vessel was deserted; and, as he had left Sierra Leone, no 
further information could be obtained: we were, therefore, of necessity 
obliged to defer our enquiries until the return of Captain Clavering. 

The “ Redwing” having returned to Sierra Leone from a Cruize, a Letter 
was addressed to Captain Clavering on the 4th of May on this subject; we 
received his Reply on the 13th, and of which we enclose a Copy. 

Captain Clavering was also requested to furnish us with a List of the Officers 
and crew placed by him on board the “Isabella.” A Copy of this Document 
we also beg leave to enclose for your information, and it is but justice to this 


-excellent Officer to observe, that the number appears fully adequate to the — 


duty. : 


Two Vessels are mentioned in Vice-Admiral Halsted’s Letter to the Ad- 


‘miralty, but our enquiries have been fruitless as to any other than the “ Isa- . 


bella.” It is, however, notorious, that a most nefarious system is pursued on 
the Coast of Africa by Vessels under the Flag of Spazz. | 
One of their practices, as we have been given to understand, 1s to lay in 
wait for other Slave-vessels, take possession when their lading is completed, 
and transfer their cargoes. 7 
‘It has come to our knowledge that the Netherlands Schooner “ La Venus,” 
(condemned as Prize to His Majesty’s Ship “Atholl,” Captain Murray,) was 


detained -on her passage to Sierra Leone, by a Brig and Schooner off the Island | 


of St. Thomas, on the 9ih of September 1825. | 

We had no opportunity of conferring with the Party in charge of the Ne- 
therlands Schooner ; but we have understood that, previous to boarding ‘‘ La 
‘Venus,” the Brig telegraphed to the Schooner, when she hoisted a red Ensign 
and pendant, bore up and fired a gun, shotted, at ‘La Venus ;” “ La Venus” 
then hoisted Dutch Colours, (not having any English on board,) the Schooner 
then shewed Spanish Colours, and again fired ; ‘‘ La Venus” then hove to, 
-and Mr. Hodder, whose charge she was under, was then obliged to go on 
board the Schooner, where he was detained two hours, aan improperly 
treated. During this time the Brig closed, and the Prize Master was removed 
from the Schooner on board of her. At noon Mr. Hodder was allowed to re- 
turn, but with positive orders to keep between the Brig and Schooner. In 
the night they separated. The Brig was called by the Captain the “ Don 
Pedro,” pierced for 22, but mounted only 16 or 18, guns, with a complement 
of 88 men; painted black, with a white ribbon, sliding gunter royal masts, 
and had on board, he believes, 600 Slaves. The men on board wanted the 
Captain to take ‘“‘ La Venus,” to which he would not agree. : 

‘The Schooner had 2 top-sails, 4 small guns, ‘and a long one a midships on 
a pivot; does not recollect how she was painted ; both Vessels were bound to 
the Havannah. 

Another, and a very recent, instance has occurred. The “ Netuno,” a 
Brazilian Brigantine, detained by His Majesty’s Ship “ Esk,” Captain 
Purchas, arrived here on the 2d instant, having had a rencontre on her pas- 
sage with one of these Piratical Spanish Vessels, in which the Prize Master, 
Mr. Crawford, appears to have acted with a great degree of spirit and firm- 


ueces (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
D. M. HAMILTON. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, 
Se. §c. &e. 


1B ‘Srentx Leons:’ i. Gcrtral.} 
—— Kirst Edetosure in Nog1, 00 
| ‘Captain Clavering to J. T. Williams; Esq. 
‘Sx, ‘His Majesty's Sloop ‘« Redwing,” Siertad Leone; May 19, 1896. 


one, to which Port she was ordered -for adjudication. 


~ Ont thé 5th of October 1825, the Boats were dispatched up the Old Calabar River Af diese OF 
Wessels concerned in illegally carrying on thé Slave-rrade. At day-light, om the 6th, 4 Sctiooner 


> em 4 


-ot the Captain, Francisco Granelte, and the Crew of thé “* Theresa,” Who bad no beésitation fu Wea 
KknowWledging that she was a Spaniard, belonging to Saint Jugo dé Cubs. This was further dor- 
‘yoborated by sumé loose Letters found on board the Spanish Schooner ‘‘ Anna,” being No. 14 of 
the Papers deposited in that Case in the Mixed Cominission Court at Sierra Leone, w ich, if ne- 
‘cessary to be produeed, may be obtained at that Court. | 

At the time of capture the ‘ Isabella’ had on board 273 Slaves, #ickthe Theresa 249. The very 
‘Crowded state of the forfier induced mé to reaiove 30 of them idto tlrts Sitip, which werd afters 
wards put on board the ‘* Anna,” another Spanish Schooner, which arrived in safety, and was 
‘condemned at this Port. 

_ As the fate of the *¢ Theresa” is too well known, having been fost ih a tt hado, I attall coffin 
miyself to stating, that the ‘* Isabella” pattéd -cohipany on the 9th October f6r Sierra ‘Leone, 
-officered and manneéd as per decompanying List, which 1 triste will be foand sufficienuy ample fe 
‘prosecute such further enquities as may lead to the détectioh of this must abowiuable pjracys 
gia is (be above period she has never been heard of, volt scenes 
, From an attentive perusal of the Letters tiunsmitted By Vice-Adritral Bir Latwréirde Hizkited te 
ithe Lords:Commissioners of the Adrhifally, 1 caritot but strdrigly suspect, thac the Brigumente 
chéren: mentioned, and called che “ Jaanita,” isthe identical “< Isabella,’ with the circitmstanée 
endly.ot het hame changed, as the date of ber arrival, the 29th of November, corsespends but too 
well with the time she would hav taken to perform that voyage, namely, a period of fifty-one 
anh The non-appearance of the Officers arid inen Téads me also to the shdtadeXOly-aitd Uischesoling 
coriclasion, that they must Hive beén brofiglit to ain diftifitely ehd. 

Having now given wll the information that has conre to hy knowlhédge, I lave ouly to add, that 
mo official Report was made of her loss when J was last in Port, as it was then still within the 
ounds of possibility that she might arrive ae 

a J have the hohddr to be, &e. cae 
John Tasker Wiiliams, Esq. (Sighett) Th. C. CLAVERING, 


P. S. Of the bther Vessel, a Brig médtioned in Sir Lawrenee Halsted’s Letter, I know nothing 
further than that she could not be a Prize to any of His Majesty’s Squadron on this Station, as no 


Portuguese Vessel.had been detained.at that tine by thé Squadran, 
: (bigned) =D CC. 


AY 


( General.) 
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No. 12. 
 D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Oct. 17.4 


SIR, ‘Sierra Leone, dugust 7, 1826. 


I HAVE:the’honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 6th 
‘of May last, transmitting, for the information of Mr. Williams and myself, 
four Copies of Papers, marked A. and B, selative to the Slave-trade, 
which have been presented to both Houses of Parliament in the course of 
ithe present Year. I have the bonour to be, &c. 

| (Sizned) D, M. HAMILTON. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | . 
&e. &c. &e. 


No. 13. | 
D, M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received Oct. ¥7.) 


SIR, . Sierra Leone, August.12, 1826. 


WITH the deepest sorrow I perform the melancholy duty of communi- 
wating to you the loss of my much valued and esteemed Friend and Colleague, 
Mr. Williams, His, Majesty’s Commissary Judge. whose death took place 
the day before yesterday, after his suffering, under a dingering illness, for: 
upwards of three Weeks. | . 

During the short period of the residence of Mr. Williams in this Place, 
‘his mild manners and amiable disposition obtained him the friendship of all 
who knew him, and his loss has proved a source of universal regret. © - 

By the death of Mr. Williams His Majesty has been deprived of the ser- 
vices of a most valuable and zealous Officer, who was always anxious for the — 
proper discharge of the duties of the Office, with which His Majesty had 
been graciously pleased to entrust him. — | 

Mr. Smart, His Majesty’s Advocate, who is at present administering the 
Government of the Colony, this day, in the presence.of the Chief Justice, 
took the Oaths prescribed by the Act, intituled, ‘* An Aet to amend and con- 
solidate the Laws relating to the abolition of the Slave-trade,” and entered 
on the duties of the Office of Commissary Judge to the several Commissions 
established in this Colony for the prevention of illicit Slave-trade. : 

- | I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON, 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | 
Sc. &c. &c. 


| No. 14. 
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning .—(Received Nov. 2.) 


Sir, | Seerra Leone, August 28, 1826. 


IN my. Despatch of the 12th instant, I had-the honour to inform you 
that, on that day, Mr. Smart, His Majesty’s Colonial Advocate, who was:then 
in the Adininistration of the Government of the Colony, had taken the Oaths 
required, and.entered on the dutics of the Office of Commissary Judge, ad 
anterim, in the several Courts of Mixed Commission established at this Place, 
= the prevention of illicit Tratlick in Slaves,‘ in the room of Mr. Williams, 

eceased. 


J53 
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"IT now, Sir, beg leave to inform you that, on the 22d instant, Major-Gene- 
ral Sir Neil Campbell arrived here from England with a Commission under 
the Great Seal, appointing him Captain-General and Governor-in Chief over 
this Colony and its Dependencies ; and he has, in pursuance thereof, assumed 
the Colonial Government, but has not yet taken upon himself the Office of 
Commissary Judge, nor do I think it probable he will during his present 
stay here, as he purposes in a few days proceeding to Cape Coast :—even were 
he installed in the Office, he could not possibly, during the short interval he- 
intends remaining in the Colony, be expected to pay any attention to the 
concerns o! the Courts of Mixed Commission. 
Whether the General means to leave the Colony, during bis absence, as 
has been heretofore the case, without any Commander-in-Chief, or whether 
he intends to take upon him: elf to appointa Licutenant-Governor, is a matter 
as yet, I believe, not determined. In the event of the former case, I shall 
immediately, on his departure, assume the Otfice of Commissary Judge, and 
call upon the Colonial Secietary to take upon himself the Situation of Com- 
missioner of Arbitration; and { have no doubt but every thing will then go 
on ina prope manner. In the event of a Lreutenant-Governor being ap- 
pointed, and assuming the Office of Commissary J udge, though I fear in that 
case the business ot the Government must be attended to in preference to. 
the business of the Commissions, yet I beg to assure you, Sir, that no exertion. 
shall be wanting on my part in the performance of the duties of the Courts, 
and to keep the business from getting into arrear. 
There are two Cases at present before the Courts for adjudication, which, 
Jam surry to say, have unavoidably lain over since the time of the late 
Commissary Judge being taken ill: the short period that Mr. Smart was in. 
the Office, with the dutics of the Government, precluded him from consider- 
ing those Cases, so as to form his Judgment on them. . 
. I would most respectfully beg your opinion, whether,-in the event of the 
absence of both Foreign Commissioners, and of incapacity from temporary. 
illness on the part of His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, or Commissioner of 
Arbitration, the Individual retaining his health can legally constitute the’ 
Court of Mixed Commission. : os 
I have the honour to be, &c. ) # 
| (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON, | 
The Right Hon: George Canning, | _ 
&c. &e. &e. 


No. 15. | 7 
D. M. ‘Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Cannitiz.—( Received Nov.14.) 


Sir, Secrra Leone, September 20, 1826. ~ 


UPON understanding that his Excellency Sir N: il Campbell would be de-* 
tained here longer than i at first represented to you, in my Despatch of the 
28th Ultimo, in consequence of His Majesty’s Ship “ Lively,” which brought 
him out, and which was waiting to convey him to-Cape Coast, having put to 
Sea in search of a Pirate, I lost no time in addressing to him, shirounh the 
Colonial Secretary, a Letter, requesting him to make known to me, for your 
information, whether it was his pleasure to take upon hiinself the Office of 
Commissary Judge prior to his visit to the Gold Coast: a Copy of this 
Letter, and of the Answer, I have herein enclosed for your information. In 
eonsequence of this Correspondence his Excellency was sworn into Olfice on 
the 30th of August, as Commissary Judge on the part of His Majesty, and 
continued in that Office til the 9th instant, during which period one Case 
was disposed of. On the 9th his Excellency departed for Cape Coast, leaving ' 
a-Cotamission with aac Lumley, of the Royal African Corps," 
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appoiating him Lieutenant-Goveraor, but with Instructions, I believe, only 
to assume the Government in the event of circumstances requiring his so 
doing. On Monday the 11th I, consequently, as Principal Magistrate of the 
Colony, assumed the Office of Commissary Judge, and appointed Mr. Reffell, 
the Colonial Secretary, Commissioner of Arbitration. | 
I beg leave to inform you, Sir, tkat two new Cases have been brought 
before the Courts for adjudication since I last had the honour of addressing 
you. In one of these Cases the Vessel brought in is the “ Principe de 
Guinea,” under Brazilian Colours, mentioned in the late Mr. Williams’s Des- 
yatch of the 30th March last; she was captured after a severe action with a 
ender of His Majesty’s Ship ‘“ Maidstone,” commanded by Licutenant 
Tucker of that Ship, in which many lives were lost: she had on board pre- 
vious to the action 609 Slaves, out of which two were killed and thirteen 
drowned during the fight; and thirteen died and two were drowned on‘ the 
passage up; the remainder, 579 in number, arrived here in a healthy state, 
except several that, I understand, were wounded in the Engagement. In the 
other Case the Vessel brought in is called the ‘ Jutrepida,” and. was ca 
tured under Spanish Colours ; she had on board when seized 290. Slaves, 56. 
of whom diced in the passage up; the others were. landed here in a state of 
miserable wretchedness trom discase. ‘The other Cases remainmg ‘in. the. 
Courts to be finally disposed of are two—the first of which jis that. of the 
‘t Perpetuo Defensor,” captured under Brazilian Colours,. with.366 Slaves. 
on board; she was given up by the Captors, in consequence of her having: 
been seized to the South of the Equatcr, but Mr. Macaulay, the then Acting 
Governor, being of opinion the Slaves ought not to be allowed to leave the 
Harbour, ordered the greatest part of them to be. landed from one of the. 
Colonial Vessels (to which thev had been removed on theit arrival, from: 
motives of humanity) and to be taken possession of, and disposed.of, by the- 
Officers of the Colonial Government : the remaining part of the Slaves that 
were Icft on board being tn a state of mutiny, the Claimant was obliged to land 
to prevent bloodshed ; Mr. Macaulay having threatened to order The King’s 
Advocate to prosccute criminally any one attempting to cgerce them. ‘These 
last were, in like manner, disposed of by the Colonial.:Government : in conse-- 
quence a Claim has been made for costs and damages on behalf of the 
Owners of the-Vessel, which have been decreed by the Court, but the Amount 
has not yct been exactly settled. The remaining Case is that of the “ §a 
Benedicto,” under Brazilian Colours, seized by His Majesty's Ship “Brazen,” 
Captain Willes ; but as it was clearly proved that, though fitted for the Slave- 
trade, she had not had a Slave on board during the present voyage, the 
Court released her; but would not award demurrage, in conscquence of her hav- 
ing been seized out of the limits, allowed by the Treaty and Convention, tor Por- 
tucuese Vessels to carry on the Slave-trade. ‘This Casc, like the last; is not 
quite concluded; these two last Cases being Cases of restitution, have una- 
voidably taken up a great deal of time, but Iam in hopes that, by the next 
Vessel sailing for England, 1 shall be able to transmit Reports of all the four 
Cases herein mentioned. — I have thé honour to be, &c. 
— die ot (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON. © 
The. Right Hen. George Canning, , Pe 
— ge. | &e. CES. 2 


First Enclosure in No. 15. | 
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to J. Reffell, Esq. 


Sm, ig Freetown, August 29,1826. 


‘THE business of the: Courts of Mixed Commission established in this Colony for' the preven- 
tiny of the illigit Traffick in Staves, being at present at a stand, in consequence. of the Vacancy of 
tte Office qf Commissary Judge onthe part of His Majesty, and understanding yeaterday,, while-; 


Sisrrna Leong. (Generai.} 23 


attending the Council, thet bis Excellency the Govetnor tas likely to rémnln longer than he at 
first supposed in the Colony, in consequence ot the departure of His Majesty's Ship * Lively" ona 
cruize, I have, therefore, to request you will be pleased to call his Excelleticy's attention to tlre 
54th Clause of the Act of Parliament, passed in the 5th year of the reign of His present Majesty, 
intituled, ‘An Act ta amend and consotidate the Laws relating to the abolition of the Slave. 
trade,” and to the Regulations annexed to the Treaties and Convention re¢ited {n the said Act ; 
and I have further to request you will be pleased to make known to me, for the information of 
His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether it is his pleasure, during his present 
stay in the Colony, to take upon himself the Office of Commissary Judge. _ 

Should his Excellency be pleased to signify his intention of assuming that Office, I will do my- 
self the honour of waiting on him in my capacity of Chief Justice, at any time (that my health 
will allow, ) that he may be pleased to appoint, to administer to Lim the usual Oaths. - _. 

] have the bonour tu be, &c. 


J. Reffell, Esq, (Signed) D. M, HAMILTON, 
ane . “p . Pa fe eae Le 
Second Enclosure in No. 15.- ss 
A ay Reffeil, Esq. to D. M. Hamilton, Esq. " gies 
Sir, Secretary's Office, Sierra Leone, August 29, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt. of your Letter of this Morning, relative to 
the Vacancy of the Office of His Majesty’s-Commissary Judge in the Courts of Mixed Commission 
established in this Colony, and, having submitted the same to his Excellency the Governor, to 
acquaint ‘you that his Excellency is ready to take upon himself the duties ofthe aid Office, in 
conformity té the Regiffations aunexed to the Treaties and Conventton recited in the 54th Clause 
of the Act of Parliament passed in the 5th year of the reign of His present Majesty, and that his 
Excelleuey is desirows of taking the usual Oaths of such Office, at the Government-House to-mor- 
row at Two o’Clock, at which hour his Excellency requests your attendance in your capacity of 
Chief Justice: in ordet to administer the saine to him. | = % - 
oo I have the honour to be, &e. | 
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. — (Sigued) J. REFFELL. *. 


i] 
a” aa 


No. 16. 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Loreign Office, October 31, 1826. 


I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to acquaint you, that you 
may promote Mr. Magnus to the Situation of First Clerk to the British 
Commissioners, and Mr. Bidwell to the Situation of Second Clerk, becoine 
vacant by the promotion of Mr. Magnus. _ _ 

These Appointments are to date from the 5th of July last, with the Allow- 
ances hitherto attached to those Situations, subject to the Regulations esta- 
blished as. to leave of absence. , 4 

Mr. Canning has also considered the Representations which were made 
to him, under your sanction, as to the inadequacy of Salary attached to 
these Situations, and I have to authorise you, in consequence, to pay, 
from the 5th of January next, to the Individual holding the Situation of 
First Clerk, a Salary at the rate of £500 a Year, and to the Individual holding 
the Situation of Second Clerk, a Salary at the rate of £350 a Year; these 
Allowances being subject to the existing Regulations as to leave of absence ; 
and I have further to authorise you to acquaint them, that, should their 
conduct obtain the approbation of their Superiors, and their health require 
@ permanent retirement, at any time after a period of twelve years” actual 
service at their Post, Mr. Canning will be disposed to recommend them upon 
such retirement, for a Pension to an amount not exceeding one half of. the 
Salary enjoyed by them in their Situation under the Commission. cnr 
| Mr. Canning approves of the Arrangement, that the establishment of the: 
Clerks under the British Commissioners shall be entirely separate from 
that of the Clerks under the Mixed British and Forcign Commissioners; and 
that the Appointment and Regulation of the Salary of the Clerks under the’ 
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-Mixcd Commission should be vested in the British and Foreign Commis 
-sioners jointly ; subject, as far as the British Commissioners are concerned, to 
‘the final approval ot His Majesty’s Secretary of State. 

Mr. Canning also approves, that, in the event of the death, or of the absence 
of either or both of the Clerks of the British Commissioners, you shall pro- 
‘cure such temporary aid as the eesae | may afford, until the Vacancy is 
‘regularly filled up; in the first instance, by an Appointment by the Sccretary 
of State, in the other instance, by the return to his duties of the Clerk who 
— have been absent. : 

he Allowance to be made for temporary assistance on those occasions 
it left to your discretion; but you will take care, of course, that it shall not, 
‘on any occasion, exceed the regular Salary attached to the Situation. 

I should suppose, that, in most cases, it will not be necessary that the tem- 

porary Allowance should be placed on so high a scale. 


am, &c. 
Ins Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) JOSEPH. PLANTA, Jun. 


No. 17. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


(Extract) | Foreign Office, November 25, 1826. 


I HAVE received your Despatches up to the 20th of September last. | 
The subject of Mr. Hamilton’s Despatch, marked General, of the 28th of 
August, having been referred for the opinion of His Majesty's Law Officer, 
The King’s Advocate has reported, that the Treaties, the Commission, and the 
Provisions of the Act of Parliament for carrying the same into effect, as con- 
solidated in the 5 Geo. 1V. cap. 13, furnish. the only safe guide for the exer- 

cise of jurisdiction by the Members of the Mixed Commission Courts. 
: (Signed) . GEORGE CANNING. 


Elis Majesty's Commissioners. 


No. 18. | | 
_ Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to D. M. Hamilton, Esq. - 


Sir, = Foreign Office; November 25, 1826: 
MR. SECRETARY CANNING has received your Letter of the 12th 


of August last, and I am directed to acquaint you, im answer, that Mr. Can- 
ning will have pce in recommending you for the Appointment which you 
solicit, of His Majesty’s Commissary Judge in the Mixed Commission Court 
at Sierra Leone. 
~ In notifying to you this Appointment, I am directed by Mr. Canning to 
explain to you the manner in which your future retirement will be regulated, 
in consequence of your filling Situations of different rank in the Commission. 
You are already aware of the Regulation, that no Pension ean be granted 
ander the Commission, until the Person who may be permitted to retire 
shall have completed, at Sierra Leone, in Appointments by The King, under 
the Mixed Commission at that Place, a period of six years’ actual service. _ 
‘Jf an Officer in the Mixed Commission, having served in an inferior. 
Situation, shall be promoted to a higher Post in that Commission, and shall’ 
be permitted to retire, previously to his having completed three years’ actual, 
service, at Sierra Leone, in that higher Appointment, the said Oificer shall. 
only receive the Pension allotted to the lower Situation in the Commission. _, 
* Jf, however, the service of the said Officer, im the higber Situation, shall 
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have exceeded the term of three years, and his whole service under the Com- 
mission the period of six years, and that he shall then be permitted 
to retire, he shall receive the Pension allotted to the higher Situation. 

These Regulations will apply to your case; and, as it is intended that this 
principle shall be acted upon as the general rule for Pensions to be granted for 
services rendered in the Situations of Commissary Judge, Commissioner 
of Arbitration, and of Registrar under the Mixed Commission, I am directed 
to desire that you will deposit in the Archives of the Office at Sierra Leone, 
a Duplicate, which is herewith sent to you, of this Letter. 


I am, &c. 
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. - (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, JUN. 
No. 19. 


Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to William Smith, Esq. 


“Sir, , \ Foreign Office, November 25,'1826. 
MR. SECRETARY CANNING has received your Letter of the 14th of 


August last, and I am directed to acquaint you, in answer, that Mr. Canning 
will recommend you for the Appointment which you solicit, of His Mayesty’s 
Commissioner of Arbitration, inthe Mixed Commission Court at Sierra bone 
‘which Situation has beeome vacant by the promotion of Mr. Hamilton to be 
His Majesty’s Commissary Judge in that Court. 

In respect to the Pension, which may hereafter be granted to you, I have 
to refer you to the Letter which, by Mr. Canning’s direction, I have, under 
this date, addressed to Mr. D. M. Hamilton upon this subject, the Regula- 
tions contained in which will be equally applicable to you both, in your 
respective Situations. 

Iam, &c. 


William Smith, Esq. = ——— (Signed) JOSEPIT PLANTA, Juw. 


H 
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STERRA LEONE. (Separate.) . 


No. 20. 


Witham Sinith, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received May 22.) 


. Sir, Sterra Leone, March 15, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour, herewith, to transmit to youa certified Return, taken 
_ from the Register in this Office, of the Number of Slaves emancipated from 
the 5th day of January 1825, to the 5th day of January 1826.* 

The total number registered amounts to 1701. 

I deem it also my duty to forward a Return of the Number of Slaves landed 
from the Spanish Brigantine, “ Ninfa Habanera,” amounting to 228. 
_ These Slaves having been put on board the said Vessel, after capture, by 
the Caboceer of Popo, at the instance of the Captors, the Judges of the 
British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission did not decree their Eman- 
cipation ; they were, however, delivered over to the Colonial Government. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) .. WM. SMITH. 
Sec. &e. Se. i 


* Mem: This Enclosure contains the Names and Particulars of Emanci- 
pation and Registry of Slaves, from No. 5037 to 6737, inclusive. 


No. 21. 


George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2.) 


Sir, Sterra Leone, January 12, 1826. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated 


the 7th of October 1825, enclosing, for our information, Copies of two Letters 
which had passed between the Foreign Office and the Colonial Department, on 
the subject of filling up, ad interim,’ Vacancies which may occur in the 
British Judgeships in the Mixed Commission. at Sierra Leone. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, — (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 
Se. : | 


&c. &e. 
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No. 22. 
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received Oct. 17.) 


SIR, : Serra Leone, August 15, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to sactose. herewith, a Return of the Slaves emanci- 
pated by the Courts of Mixed Commission established i in this Colony, for the 
prevention of illicit Trafhck in Slaves, during the period trom the 5th of 
January to the 5th of July, of the present Year. 

By this Document you will observe that 1492 Slaves have been eman- 
cipated by those Courts in that period. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON. 
&e. | | 


&ec. &c. 


Mem: The Enclosure contains the Names and Particulars of Emanci- 
pation and Registry of Slaves, from No. 6738 to'8227, inclusive, amounting 
to 1490 Slaves ; 2 having died before they were registered, — 


No. 23. 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to William Reffell, Esq. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 25, 1826. 


MR. SECRETARY CANNING has received your Letter of the 12th of 
August, and I have the pleasure to acquaint you, by his direction, that Mr. 
Canning will recommend you for the Situation of Registrar to the Mixed 
Commission Court at Sierra Leone, which Situation is become vacant by the 
Appointment of Mr. William Smith to be His Majesty’s Commissioner of 
Arbitration in that Court. : 

The Salary attached to this Situation is £1000. a Year, but it is diminished 
by one halt in those cases in which a Person holding the Appointment under 
the Commission, enjoys at the same time any other Situation, with =. or 
Emolument under His Majesty’s Government. 

If, at any period, after six years’ actual service at Sierra Leone, in your 
present Appointment under the Commission, you should be desirous of re- 
tiring, the Secretary of State will be disposed, upon due consideration of your 
services, to recommend you for a Pension, not exceeding in amount the sum 
of £500. a Year. I am, &c. 


William Reffell, Esq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jen. 


SIERRA LEONE. —(Spamn.) 


No. 24. 
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 2.) 


Snr, _ | Sierra Leone, January 10, 1926. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, the Report of the 
‘Case of the Spanish Schooner “ Segunda Gallega,” whereof Agustin Capera 
was Master, brought in here for adjudication on the 31st of October last, 
having been captured in Latitude 6. 13. North, and Longitude 3. 18. East, 
on the 29th of the previous Month, by His Majesty’s Ship ‘< Maidstone,” 


Commodore Bullen, C. B., with 285 Slaves on board. 
The Court passed Sentence of condemnation of the Vessel, and emancipated 


the Slaves, on the 23d of November 1825. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, _ (Signed) GEO, RENDALL. 


&e. &e. 5c. 


Enclosure in No. 24. 


Report of -the Case of the Spanish Schooner ‘‘ Segunda Gallega,” Agustin 
Capera, Master. 


THIS Vessel arrived in the Harbour of Sierra Leone on the 31st of October 1825, with 276 
Slaves on board, consis'ing of 132 men, 20 women, 105 boys, and 19 girls. On the 2d of 
November the Ship’s Papers were brought into Court, duly attested, by William Gray, Lieut. of 
His Majesty’s Ship, ‘* Maidstove,”’ Charles Bullen, C. B. Commodore, and Proceedings were com- 
menced in this Case ; a Monition was prayed and issued, citing all Persons having any right, or 
pretended right, to the said Vessel and Slaves. to appear and make claim, which was afterwards ree 
turned certified as duly served. 

In Commodore Bullen’s Declaration it is stated, that ‘fon the 29th of September 1825, in or 
about Latitude 6. 13. North, and Longitude 3: 18. East, he detained the Schooner ‘‘ Segunda 
Gallega,” sailing auder Spanish Colours, armed with } gun, 12 pounder, commanded by Dho 
Capero, with a crew of 29 men and hoys, who declared her to be bound from the River Lagos 
to the Havannah, haying on board 292 Slaves, viz. 145 men, 20 women, 108 buys, and 19 girls,” 

The Master in his examination, stated, that the Vessel, and the greatest part of the Slaves, be- 
longed to himself, and shat he took possession of her in April last; that she is 51 tons burthen; 
that the present voyaye began a the Havannah, but cannot say whether it would have ended at 
Porto Rico or the Havannah ; that 285 Slaves were ‘aken on board during the voyage ; they were 
all shipped at the River Lagos, and that none bad died previous to Capture. 

Antonio Roderyuez, S eward of the said Vessel, in bis Answers to the standing Interrogatories, 
confirms the Evidence ot the Master. 

The Case of illicit Slave-trade being thus clearly proved, and no Claim having been made by 
the Owner, the Court passed Sentence of condemnation on the Vessel, and decreed the emanci- 


pation of the Slaves, on the 23d day of November 1825. 
(Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 


x 


Jo/ 
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No. 25. _ 
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —( Received June 2.) 


Sir, | Sierra Leone, January 10, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, the Report of the 
Case of the. Spanish Schooner “ Clara,” otherwise ‘“ Clarita,” detained b 
His Majesty’s Ship “ Brazen,” Captain George Wicken Willes, off Cape Me- 
surado, on the 4th of November 1825, with 36 slaves on board. 

This Vessel was brought in here tor Adjudication on the 15th of November 
1825, and the proof of illicit Slave-trade being perfectly clear, she was con- 
demned by the Court on the 23d of the same month, the, Emancipation of the 
Slaves being deereed on the same day. 

I have the honour to be, &e. - 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 
&e. Sc. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 25. 


Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner ‘* Clara,” otherwise ‘Clarita,’ 
Jouzé Morano, ALaster. : | 


t, 


THIS Vessel was sent into the Port of Freetown on the 15th of November 1925, by Captain 
George W. Willes, with 36 slaves on board, consisting of 12 men, 9 women, 8 boys, 6 girls, and. 
lintant. On the same day the Ship’s Papers, with the Declaration of the Captor, were lodged 
in the Registry Office, duly attested by Mr. J. Batt, Admiralty Mate of His Majesty’s Ship 
‘© Brazen.” On the 16th of November, a Monition was prayed and issued, catling upon all Per- 
‘sons having, or pretending to have, any right, title, or interest in the said Vessel and Cargo, to 
appear and make claim, which was returned on the 23d, certified as having been duly served. 

Captain Willes, in bis Declaration, states, that on the 4th of November 1825, being in Latitude 
5.15. North, and Longitude 1. 30. West, he fell in with and detained the Schooner ‘* Clarita," 
Jozé Morano, Acting Master, with a crew of 14 men, armed with | gun and 20 muskets, aud having 
on board 36 slaves, together with some tobacco, spirits, and other mticies. : 

Jozé Morano, the Master, in answer to the Standing Interrogatories, deposed, that the lat 
Master was the Owner ; that upon his decease, on the 1&th of Seprember last, he appointed him- 
self to the command off Grand Currow; that the present voyage began at the Havannah, and was 
to have ended there. Gibraltar was the last clearing Port the Vessel sailed from; touched at 
Giraud Currow, Teembo, and the Gallinas, on this Coast during the voyage ; she was seized for 
having slaves on board off Cape Mesurado; sailed under Spanish Colours ; ber name was the 
‘© Clarita.” The present Cargo cousists of 36 slaves, and 459 rolls of tobacco ; 33 slaves were 
taken on board at Teembo, from a man named Brown, and 3 at the Gallinas. 

The Boatswain in his examination corroborates fully the evidence of the Master. 

It appears by the Papers of this Vessel, that she cleared out from the Havannah with a Crew of 
12 men, on the 22d of March 1825, for Gibraltar ; that José Peres Munoz was then Master; that 
onthe 4th of July he appeared before the Spanish Consul at Gibraltar, and obtained a Certificate 
of having shipped 15 men and boys, retaining only the Boatswain and 1 boy of the original Crew ; 
he cleared out also on the same day for St. Thomas’ and the Havannah, The whole of the Papers 
found on board consist only of a Passport for the Vessel, (therein called the ‘‘ Clara,”’) a List of 
the Crew, printed rules to be observed by Masters and Officers of Spanish Vessels, a Mediter- 
ranean Passport, and a Bill of Health given at Gibraltar. . 

The case of illicit ‘Traffick being clearly proved, and no Claim having been made on behalf of the 
Owner or Master, the Court, without hesitation, pronounced Sentence of Condemuation on the said 
Vessel, and decreed the Ewancipation of the Slaves on the 23d day of November |S25. 

(Signed) GLO. RENDALL.. 


, No. 26. 
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Caunning.—(Received June 2.) | 


SIR, Sterra Leone, January 10, 1336. 


~ 


I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, the Report of the’ 
Case, of the Spanish Schooner ‘* Zeresa,” whercof Francisco Granell was 
Master. ‘ 


30 ; Sisea2 Lrons. (Spain. )} 


This Vessel was detained by His Majesty’s Ship “ Redwing,” D. C. Cla- 
vering, Esq. Commander, in Old Calabar River, on the 6th of October 1825, 
with 248 Slaves on board, 50 of whom, on account of her crowded state, were 
put on board the Spanish Schooner ‘ na,” also detained by the “ Redwing.” 

The ‘ Feresa” was upset im a_turnado on the 19th of October last, when all 
on board perished, except 8 of the Prize Crew, 4 Spanjards, and 6 Slaves. 

The Court, deeming the ptoofs of illicit Slave-trade to be clearly established, 

onounced that at the time of séfzure fhe Schooner “ Teresa” was liable to 
confiscation, and decreed the Entanctpation of the surviving Slaves on the 3d 


day of January 1826. | I have the horiont to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 
&e. &e. &e. | 


Enclosure in No. 26. 


Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner “ Teresa,” Francisco Granell, 
Master. 


UPON the 17th of December 1825, the Papers of Bis Vessel were brought into Court by Lienr- 
tenant Card, ot His Majes'y’s Ship ‘* Redwing ” D. C. Clavering, Esq. Commander, and duly 
attested by him. On the same day, an Affidavit, made by Lieutenant Wilson and ‘Thomas Mac 
Gowan, Esq., Admiralty Mate, both of His Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Redwing,” was filed, and was in 
dubstance as follows: That, on the Sth of October last, by order of Captain Clavering, they took 
cliarze of the detained Schooner ‘‘ Teresa," with 248 slaves on board, and accompanied His Ma« 
festy’s Ship “* Redwing’ té the River Cameroons and Cape Formosa. ‘That said Schooner being 
very crowded, 50 slaves were temnoved into the Spanish Schooner ‘‘ Ana;"’ that on the 19th of 
October hast, it about 2. 30. a.m., being aboat half a mile from the Ship, with nearly ail sail set, 
the Schooher was suddenly laid on ber beam-ends by a toruado, and elmest immediately went 
down; that, by clinging to spars, these Deponents, with & of the Prize Crew, 4 Spaniards, and 
6 Staves, were reseued by the Boats of the Ship, after being 7 hoars in the water; that 186 Slaves, 
4 of the Prize Crew, re it Spaniard, were unfortunately lost ;,.6 slaves bad died of fever and dy- 
fentery previons to this occarrence. The usual Monition was prayed and issued on the 19th of 
December, calling upon all Persons having, or ‘pretending to have, amy right iw the Spanish 
Schooner ‘< Teresa’ to appear and make dae Ctaim ; it was returned on thé 26th, certified as 
faving been duly served. 

The Declaration of the Captor, Captain Douytas Charles Clavering, states, that on the 6th of 
October 1825, the Boats of His Muajesty’s Ship “ Redwing” detained the Schooner ‘« Tereva’’ in 
the Old Calabar River, in about Latitude 4. 35. North, and Longitude 8. 45. East, with 248 
wlavés On board, who were counted in the presence of the Master und Mate of the said Vessel, 

A Certificate, signed “© D.C. Clavering, Commander,’’ ‘‘ Francisco Granel,” and witwessed by 
«* Robert Card, Lieutenant,” and ‘‘ William Armstrony, Surgeon,” was G@ted in Court.on the 27th 
of December. It states, that Francisco Granell fas petitioned to be tended at the nearest Port, in 
‘ebrivequence of sickness and scurvy, Which were increasing daily, by living ob salt provisions, und 
Which Mr. Armstrong, the Surgeon of the Ship, confirms ; that, as the ‘* ‘Teresa’ wag dost, it was 
bvtpposed his presence us a Witness was no longer reqaired ; that be freely und willingly (koowity 
the seizure to have been just) gave up all claim to indemnification tor her loss ; that, in considere- 
tion of the above circumstances, Captain Clavering accéded to his request, and landed him ut 
Princes Islasid. is 

Pablo Frexas, in his Answers to the Standing Interroghtories, states, that the Master, Francisco 
Granell, took possession of the Vessel at Skint Jago de Cuba. She was stized for having slaves on 
Bdard ; sailed under Spanish Cotours, The present voyage beyan at Saint Jago de Cuba, and was 
fo have ended there; it was the last clearing Port. She anchored in Caiheroon und Crlabar Ri- 
vers, to trade for Slaves ; ‘was armed with four curronades, some nruskets, cirlasses and Cartridges ; 
YMred one carronnace and sdme muskets at the Boats ; does not know who pave the orders to do so é 
247 slaves were taken on board, some in the River Calabar, and the rewainder in the Cameroons. 

By ‘hie Vessel’s Papers, it appears that the Sctiootfer ** Teresa,’ Francisco thmrett, Master, of 
85 tons burthen, with a Crew of 23 men and boys, cleared out from Santiago de Cuba on the 4th 
of May 1825, with a general cargo, tor Princes’ Isfand. | 

The proots of illicit Slave-trade being so clear, the Court pronounced, that, at the time of 
seizure, the said Schooner ‘‘ Teresa’’ was illegally engaged in the Traffick of Slaves, and, as such, 
subject uhd liable to confiscation, and decréed the surviving staves Belonging to the said Schooner 
« Teresa” to be emancipated on the 3d day of January 1826. 


(Signed) GEO. RENDALL 


Mb3 


aumsar, Lions, (rain. ) «oh 


George Rendall, Bsq. ta Me. Sacropasy Canning.—-~( Received Lune, 2.) : 


Suz, Sterra Leone, January 1Q, 4826. 


I HAVE the hoaour to farward, for. your information, the Report of the 
Case: ofthe Spaaish Schooper, “dng,” detained off the River Con. 
aw the Lbth of Octeber 1825, by. His Majesty’s. Ship “ Redwing,” Douglas 
€.. Clavering, Esq- Commander; having on board at the time. of the capture 
20% slaves. | Oo 
This Vessel arvived in the Harbour of Freetown, on the 24th of November 
Nest, with 130 slaves, 50 having been put on board from the “ Feresa,” and 
45 from the “ Jsabedia,” and 68 out of the whole number having died on their 
passage to this Place. | 
The evgagement of this Vessel in the illicit Traffick in Slaves being clearly 
wed, the Court passed Sentence of Condemnation on the 3d of January 
1826, and deerced the Emancipation of the surviving Slaves. | 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Fon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 
Ee. — &e. ye 


: 
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Enclosure in No. 27. 
Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner “ Ana,” Manoel Sierra, Master. 


THE “* dus’ arrived in Sierra Leone Harbour on the 25th of November 1825, in a wretched 
condition, having lost 68 slaves on the passage, as appears by the Affidavit of Mr. Taylor, Master 
of His Majesty's Ship ‘‘ Redwing,” Douglas Gharles Clavering, Esq., Commander ; he deposes 
that, on the 1 Ith of October last, they detained, off the Cameroons, the Spanish Schooner ** Ana,” 
with 107 slaves on board, thet 50 slaves were pyt on heard said Schooner from the ‘* Teresa,” 
aod 45 trom the ‘‘Jeabelle,” 2 other Prizes to His Majesty's Ship “ Redwing,” making in the 
mbule 202 slaves ; that ow the passage up 68 died, chiefly fram dysentery ; that ho Medical Offetr 
evas on board, but that Deponent administered medicine to the said slaves to the best of his power, 
aud the greatest care and attention was paid to them. On the 26th of November, the Agent for 
Captove prayed, that the slaves might be landed, which the Court immediately gllowed, the foHow- 
ing aumber, viz. 30 men, 39 boys, 23 women, and If girls, making a total of 120 slaves, were then 
handed over to the Marshal of the saidCourt, and, wltimatgly, delivered by him to the Chief Super- 
intendeme of Liberated Africans. There were no means of ascertaining the survivors of the slaves 
belonging to each Vessel separetely, as po precautiog bad been tuken tor that purpose. | 
| Phe deceleration of the Captor, Captain Clavering, which was filed in Court on the 28th of 
Nowember, sates, that on the lish of October 1825, he detained the Spanish Schooner ‘* Ana" 
of the River Cumeroons, in Latitude 3. 50. North, and Longitude 9. 2. East, having on board 
406 alaves, coumted in. the presence of the Mate, Francisco Curhopell (the Master haying been 
deft on shere at Biwbia.) a 

‘On the 5th of December the Vessel’s Papers were broyght jnto Court, and duly autheatieated 
by Mir. Braund, Purser of His Majesty's oe “* Redwing.” | 

The Monition sves prayed on the 16th of ecember, and returned as duly served on the 26th. 

FranciseoCarbonell, SecondUaptain, states, in his examination, that the | aster, Manoel Sie:ra, 
*osk -poseession of thie Schooner at St. Jago de Cuba. She sailed under Spanish Colours, was 
seizetl for -having slaves on board; the Schoouer’s name is the ‘‘ Ana,” she is about 80 tone 
‘berthen, bed a Crew of 27 Officers and Mariners, exclusive of the Master. Te voyage ‘began at 
$&. ¥azo-de Cuba, and the Master said it was to have ended there, it was the Jast clearing ort; 
‘tousbed at Calubar to tzale tor slaves; first. saw Capturing Ship off Bimbia; was captured ubous 
4 leagues .off the River-Camergons; was coming from Bimbia; was armed with 4 guns, 5 mus- 
shete, some cutlesses, powder, and a few balls; fired 2 guns at the Boats; cannot say who gave 
Alresonder, a6 he was lying sick; does not know the Owner of the Vessel; 106 slaves were taken: © 
«am! board at Bimbia ; 8 died previous to capture. | _ ae 

‘The-ovidense given by-Alariano Casa, the Boatswain of the Vessel, is the same in substance 
-with ‘thet-ef :the Secoml Captain, except in the number of slaves said to have been taken on 
ihenrd. "The Baatswain,states that only 90 slaves were shipped at Bimbia. ie aie 

‘Fhe Papers .af the Menseel. shew that she cleared {rqgm Santiago de Cuba on the 8th ‘of June 
P25, avith a-gememl.Cargo tor St. Thomas’, aud.a Crew of 25 men and boys commanded by 
Manvel de Gierra. . 

‘Phe-proofs-et illicit sSlavestrade being thus clearly established, the Court passed Sentence of 
Comiemination ggeinet: the teheanes “4.03,” rand decreed the Emancipation of the surviving Slaves 
on the-3deday of Jannesy 1876. | (Signed) GEO, RENDALL, 


~ 


32 SrerRA Leone. - (Spaiv.) 


4 ‘No: 28. 


~ 


George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2.) 


SIR, © , Sterra Leone, January 10, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, a Report of the Case 
of the Spanish Brigantine “ Minfa Habanera,” José Puiz y Miro, Master, 
brought in here for adjudication on the 21st of December 1825, having beeu 
detained on the 17th of November, off Accra, by His Majesty’s Ship 
‘* Brazen,” Captain George Wicken Willes, for having carried 50 Slaves 
from Accra to Popoe: 231 Slaves were on shore at Popoe at the time of seizure, 
which the Master acknowledged- to be the Cargo belonging to the said 


Brigantine. | 
The Cook belonging to the Vessel corroborated the evidence of the Master. 


It being clearly proved that 50 Slaves had been shipped on board the 
“ Ninfa Habanera” during the preseut voyage, the Court felt no hesita- 
tion in passing Sentence of Condemnation of the Vessel, and gave it 
as their opinion, that most of the Siaves that were brought from Popve 
to this Colony, did compose the Cargo belonging to that Vessel, but as 
they were not on board at the time of capture, the Court could not decree 


their Emancipation. I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 
Sc. Sc. Se. | | | 


’ Enclosure in No. 28. 


Report of the Case of the Spanish Brigantine ‘ Ninfa Habanera,”: Jozé 
7 Puiz y Miro, Master. | | 


ad 


THIS Vessel arrived in the Harbour of Freetown on the 2lst of December 1825, with 228 | 


slaves on board, consisting of 103 men, 70 women, 35 boys, and 20 girls. On the same day the 
Ship’s Papers, duly authenticated by Lieutenant Walker, ot His Ma,esty’s Ship ‘* Brazen,” toge- 
ther wish the Declaration of the Captor, Captain G. W. Willes, were filed in the Registry of the 
Court. : 

The usual Monition was prayed and issued on the 22d of December, and returned into Court on 
the 30h, certified by the Marshal as having been duly served. 

The Declaration of Captain George Wicken Willes, commanding His Majesty's Ship ‘* Brazen,” 
states, that he detained the Spanish Brigantine ‘* Ninfa Habanera, of the Havannah, off Accra, 
ov the 17th of November 1825, for haying had slaves on board for the purpose of. illicit Traffick 
during ber preseut voyage; aod further, that, on the 22d of November, he obtained from 
Little Popoe 231 slaves, being the cargo of the seid Vessel, acknowledged as such by the Master, 
Jozé Puiz y Miro, as well as the Caboceer and principal People of Pupoe. ior 

The Master, Jozé Puiz y Miro, in answer to the standing Interrogatories, deposed, that the 
Owner, Emecildo Laureyro, who lives in the Havannah, appointed hia to the command of the 
Vessel on the 3ist of May last. She has been called the ‘* Ninfa Habanera” for the two last 
voyages, but was formerly called the ‘‘ Segunda Ligera”’ . She is 190 tons burthen, hada Crew 
of 46, Officers and Mariners; sailed under Spanish Colours; was seized for having carried 51) 
slaves from Accra to Popoe. The preseut voyage commenced at the Havannah, and was to have 
ended there; it was her last clearing Port; anchored at Quittah, Popoe, and Accra; at the first 
Place, to ascertain her Longitude, at the two last, to trade for slaves ; was captured off Accra on 
the 17th of November 1525 ; was armed with } twelve-pounder, on a pivot, and 5 carrona es, also 
sume muskets, cutlasses, powder and shot. The slaves were put on board the Schooner by the 
Captain of the Man-ot-war. Fifty slaves were taken on b ard from the time they commenced 
trading at Accra from the shore, and landed at Pepoe; 2] men, 20 women, and 9 children. In 
answer (to special Interrogatories, put by permission of the Court, he stated, that mest of the s'aves 
put on board at Little Popoe were the same that he purchased for the Brigantine tuken ; but some 
of the healthy ones were exchanged by the Caboceer of Popoe, with whom they were in charge, for 
sickly ones ; they were all confined in one house, the men in irous, the wom n and children were 
not; they were in the actual possession of the second Pilet of the Brigantine; believes the Cabo- 
ceer sent thein on board, but cannot be positive ; the son of the Caboceer of Pupoe and two otber 


people of that Place were on hoard at the time of capture; they were landed at Little Popoe., He | 


purchased 50 slaves at Accta trom a Caboceer named Aucrah. He lives nearer the Dutch Fore 
than the English; the Brigantine lay equally distant trom the Danish andthe Dutch Forts, out of 
gun-shot of the English Fort; the 50 slaves were shipped in Ancrah’s Canoes; did not purchase 
any slaves from Mr. Hansen; made the bargain with Ancrab tor the 50 slaves, who distributed 
the money among his friends; believes one is named Quarty Cudjoe, and knows that Ay, the 


s 
e 4s ee 


~ 
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brother of Ancrah, is another; the latter is Mr. Hansen’s head-man; part of the 50 slaves were 
supplied by him; does not know if they were on Mr. Hansen's account; Ay was with Ancrab 
daily; waa there when the agreement was made for the 59 slaves; went once to Mr. Hansen's 
Hone to purchase a barrel of tar, and another time with a Spanish Captain to purchase a piece ~“ 
of silk. Mr. Hansen did not recommend Ancrah to him, nor did he ever speak about slaves ; «does 
not know if Mr. Hansen authorized the sale of the slaves, or whetber the purchase was by his 
order, or on his account; Mr. Hansen did not send him to Aacrab, nor does he know if the slaves 
were furnished by Mr. Hanson's erders.:; 

Luiz de Seppe, the Cook belonging to this Vessel, was also examined upon the Standing In- 
terrogatories, and corroburated the evidence of the Master. 

The Vessel'’s Papers shew that she was fitted out at the Havannah, from whence she cleared 
for Princes Island on the 14th of June 1825, with a general Cargo of dry gouds, rum, tobacco, &c. - 
~The tact of 50 slaves haviag been shipped on board the ‘‘ Ninfa Habanera” at Accra, during 
the present voyage, and afterwards landed at Popoe, being clearly proved, the Court felt no hesita- | 
tion, on the 3d of January 1826, in pronouncing Sentence of Condemnation against the Vessel, as 
having been illezally engaged in the Slave-trade at the]time of capture, but as it was proved that 
no slaves were actually on board the ‘‘ Ninfa Habanera” when detained by His Majesty’s Ship 
‘“‘ Brazen,” and as no satistactory evidence was given of the means by which the 23] slaves shipped 
at Popoe were obtained by theCuaptors, the Court could not decree their Emancipation ; at the same 
lime expressing its opinion, that most of the slaves brought to this Colony, in the said Brigantine 

“‘Ninta Habanera,"’ did compose the Cargo belonging to that Vessel. 
(Signed) GEO, RENDALL 


No. 29. 


His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 2.) 


Sir, Sterra Leone, March 25, 1826. 


HEREWITH we have the honour to transmit to you, a Report of tlic 
Case of the Spanish Schooner “ J/éeria,” detained by His Majesty’s Ship 
“ Brazen,” Captain G. W. Willes, on the 27th December 1825, for being 
engaged in illicitly Trading in Slaves. 

The Adjudication of the ‘ Iberia,” took place on the 21st instant, and as 
the Tratfick in Slaves is by Treaty entirely prohibited to the Subjects of His 
Catholick Majesty, and this Vessel ga been actually found with 422 slaves 
on board at the time of capture, no difficulty could arise regarding the 
decision, and Sentence of Condemnation was, therefore, pronounced against 
her. We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, - GEO. RENDALL. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 29. 


Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner “Iberia”, Andres Insua, 
Master. 


THIS Vessel was captured by His Masesty’s Ship ‘‘ Brazen,” Cuptain G. W. Willes, on the 
7th day of December 1825, in Latitude 4. 25. North, aud Longitude 3.43, West, having, as he 
states in his Declaration, 325 slaves on board. She arrived in this Harbour the 22: January 
1826, and was immediately visited by the Surgeon of the Court, who recommended, that as the 
slaves on board were ina very crowded otate, and many suffering from dysentery, as well as 
15 cases of small-pox, and ulso many emaciated and debilitated, that those in u healthy state 
should be allowed to be landed instantly, and those suffering from small-pox, dysentery, &c. 
be kept on board, and the Vessel placed in quarantine, till such time as the infection ceased, A 
etition was immediately made to the Court to land the healthy slaves, which was granted, and 
the Vessel placed in quarantine for some days, owing to which the Papers in this Case were not 
filed until the 28th January ; which having been dune, a Monition was prayed for and granted on 
the 3st, citing the Parties interested in the Case, to appear and shew cause why she should not be 


coddemned as lawtul Prize. K 


e 
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This Vessel, by the Papers found on hoatd, of which there were orily fof, viz. Passport, List of 
Crew’, Coudntérsign, and Bill of Sale, declare her to have cleared out from Havanonah on the 
16h July 1825, for the Island of Princes on the Codst of Atrica, for legitinrate Cothmerce, and 
tiot to trade for slaves ; aad vet, an the 6th of October following, she is boarded by the Boats of 
Jlis Majesty's Ship ‘‘Maidstont,”” hile lying at anchor at Lagos, as appears by the endoisement 
of tie Boarding Officer on the back of her Papers. It is necessary to remark that, as no 
Log, or at othet Papers of Writings than those above stated, were found on board of her, there 
canbe no doubt but that they were destroved during the chase of the said Vessel, which uccup ed 
50 hours, yet thé Master declares, in his Examitation, that no Papets,; Letters, Writings or other 
Documents, which were on board the Vessel, when slit took her departure from the last clearing 
Port, and before captive, were butnt, torn, thrown overboard, destroyed, cancelled or concealed. 
Hie further declares, tliat the piresent toyage began at the Havannah, and when ‘his Cargo wag 
toriifileted, it was to Have Gnded there. —Hardtiah was the laste clearing Post previous to 
capture, The Schooner anchored at Accra aiid Lagos, duting the voyage in Which she was 
taken ; she dancliored at Accra to phichase protisions, and at Lagos to trade, half of the 
Cargo having Neeti Wauaged fromtt the leneth of time it had beet on boatd; he was obl.ged 
to putchiise slaves, as he could not wait any loiger to get palm-oil and ivory, and those slaves 
he took oft board to sell along the Coast tram Lagos to Accra, (he would have pa-sed them 
up by land, Wut a war between the King of Lagos and the Ring of Badaggery presented bis 
doing so), and with the proceeds of them he intended to purchase palm-oil, ivory, and dther pros 
duce; be further declares, that 422 sluves werd taken on board altogether, from = the time the 
tradiig for theht commenced to the completing of the Cargo, and tiat he is the sole Owner of 
them, and of the Vessel, which lase tact is corroborated by the Bulot Sale found on beard, and 
the former by Pedro Salvo, Carpenter of the said) Schooner, who, in every other material point, 
corroborates the Master's Declarativn. 

This Case presented no difficulty, the Treaty being plain and explicit, the Slave-trade to Spanish 
Vessels being totally prohibited. —The Court did not hesitate in pronouncing the condemnation of 
the said Schooner, and that 422 slaves were on board at the time of capture, 417 of whom were 
decreed to be Emancipated, 5 having died betore Adjudication, 

(Signed) JOUN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
Sterra Leone, March 25, 1826, GEO, RENDALL, © 


D. AM, Hamilton, Esj. to Joseph Planta Jun, €'sq.—( Received October 16.) 


Sir, : Sierra Leone, August, 15, 1826. 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year 
of the Reign of His present Majesty, inuituled “ An Act to amend and conso- 
lidate the Laws relating to the Abolition of the Slave-trade ;” and, in 
obedience to the Instructions received from Mr. Secretary Canning relative 
‘to the same, I bee leave to cuiclose, fn duplicaic, a List or Return of all 
Spanish Vessels which have feea Adjudicated in the British and Spanish 
Court of Mixed Commission established at this Place, from the Ist dav 
of January to the 30th day of June 1820, both days inclusive. " 

I have the honour to be, &e. 
J. Planta, . Es¢. | (Signed) bD. AM. TTAMILTON., 

Se. &e. Se. 


a 
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Nu. 31. 
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received October 17. J 


(Extract.) Sierra Leone, August 7, 1826. 
MR. WILLIAMS being yet very ill, it therefore becomes my duty to 


enclose, for your information, the Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner 
<< NMecanor,” whereof Jozé Le Grand was Master, captured by a Boat of His 
Majesty’s Ship ‘“ Maidstone,” on the 20th day of May last, off Whydah, 
having on board 174 slaves, one of whom jumped overboard and was drowned 
prior to her arrival in this Harbour. She was bound, at the time of capture, 
from Little Popoe to the Havannah. The proof of illicit Slave-trade being 
very clear and unequivocal, the Court pronounced Sentence of Condemnation 
of the Vessel, and Emancipation of the Slaves on the 1st of July last. 

Mr. Williams and myself think it our duty in this Case to call your at-: - 
tention to the fact of the capture having been made by a Schooner acting as 
a Tender to His Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Maidstone ;” and we beg your Instructions 
for our guidance in similar Cases. | 7 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON. 
&e- &e. &e. | 


Enclosure in No. 31. 


Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner called the ** Nicanor,” whereof 
~ . Jozd Le Grand was Master. : 


THIS Vessel, with 173 slaves, all in good health, arrived in this Harbour on the 12th of Juge, | 
fast. On the tay following, the Papers, with the Affidavit of Mr. Samuel Richardson, Admiralty- 
Mate of His Majesty's Ship ‘* Maidstone,’ commanded by Commodore Bullen, were brought into 
Court, together with the Declaration of Lieutenaut William Tucker, of that Ship, in which he 
certifics that ‘‘ being in the command of a Boat belonging to the said Ship, detached to cruise 
for the prevention of the illicit Traffick in Slaves, on the 20th day of May 1826, being off Whydah, 
be detained the Schooner named the ‘* Nicanor,"’ sailing under Spanish Colours, armed with 1 
gun (12-pounder,) commanded by Jozé Le Grand, who declared ber to be bound from Little 
Popve to the Havannah, with a Crew consisting of 19 men and | boy, and having on board 174 
slaves, all healthy ; viz 58 men, 57 women, 36 boys, 22 girls and | intant.’’ | He further cer- 
tifies, ‘¢ that the said Schoonerappeared to be sea-worthy, and was supplied with a sufficient stock 
of water and provisions for the support of the said Negroes and Crew on their destined voyage to 
the Havannab.’’ And he certifies ‘* the same to be given under his hand on board the Bout of 
His Majesty's Ship ‘* Maidstone,” the 20th day of May 1826." Mr. Richardson, the Admiralty- 
Mate, in his Affidavit aforesaid, maketh oath, ‘¢ That on the 20th day of the month of May last, 
being off Whydah, ina Boat of His Majesty's Ship ‘‘ Maidstone,” they seized and detained the 
Ship or Vesssl called the ‘* Nicanor,” whereof Jozé Le Grand was Master, by reason that the 
suid Schooner was employed in the illicit Traffick in Slaves contrary to the existing Treaties 
entered into with His Britannick Majesty and His Catholick Majesty The King of Spain, 

By the ‘* Nicanor'’s Papers, consisting of a 3 ai Royal Passport (by which it appears she 
cleared out for legitimate ‘Traffick only, at the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas on the Coast of 
Africa,) « Mediterranean Pass, Role d’ Equipage and arother Document; it appears from the 
endorsements ow them that prior to her capture on the 20th of May, she was visited by His 
Majesty’s Ship ‘* Brazen,” Captain Willes, off Cape St. Paul, on the dsth of April last, and 
avai by the same Ship, off Ningo, on the 26th of the same Month. : 

Qu the 2Uth of June, the usual Monition was prayed for and granted, calling upon all Persons 
having, or pretending to have, any right, title, or interest in the said Schooner and Slaves, to 
appear and make claim, &c. which was afterwards returned certified to bave been duly served, and 
on the 22d day of the same Month, alter the examination of, the aforesaid Jozé Le Grand had 
Deen taken on the General Interregatories, an Order of Court was made on the Petition of the 
Captors, stating their apprehension of the slaves becoming sickly, by reason of the badness of the 
weather, and the smallness of the Vessel for the landing of them, 173 in oumber,— | having 
jumped overboard, and having been thereby drowned, on her passage to this Place since the cap- 
ture. The Depositions of the Master and Couk, both clearly and unequivocally es:ablishing the 
fact of illicit Slave-trading, the Court, on the Ist of July, pronounced Condemnation of the Vessel 
and Emancipation of the Slaves. 7 

Prior to the Judgment being given in this Case, the Commissioners, on enquiring of Mr. Ri- 
chardson, the Admiralty-Mate of His Majesty's Ship ‘¢ Maidstone,"’. ascertained that the Boat of 
the “* Maidstone,” said to have made this capture, was ove of the Buats of that Ship attached to 
a decked Visse!, a Schooner, called the ‘* ddope,” aud a Tcuder to the * Maidstone” F rigate, 


fi 
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and which Mr, Richardson believes to be the properly of Commodore Bullen ; her Crew consists 
eutirely of Persons belonging to His Majesty's Ship ‘* Maidstone,” and she has been cruizing 
alone after Slave-vessele, She chased the ‘* Nicanor*’ several hours prior to her being boarded by 
the ‘* Maidstone's *’ Boat. She is commanded by Lieut. Tucker, and parted company with the 
ae Maidstone ** off the Island of St. Thomas in the beginning of May last. 


(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON. 


| No. 32. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, | Foreign Office, November 29, 1826. 
1 HAVE received your Despatch of this Series, marked Spain, of the 7th 


of August last, in which you call my attention to the Case of the ‘¢ Mcazor,” 
captured and condemned for illegal Slave trade. | 

The peculiarity of this Case was, that the Slave-trader was captured bv a 
Vessel acting under the command of Lieut. Tucker, as a Tender to His Ma- 
jesty’s Ship “ Maidstone.” : 7 

On this point I have to acquaint you, that, by a Communication from the 
Admiralty, it appears that it wonld be contrary to all the Regulations of His 
Majesty’s Naval Service, to consider the Tenders as in any way distinct from 
the Ships to which they belong; and I have further to state to you, that it is 
the opinion of His Majesty’s Law Officer that you have acted properly in the 
Case referred to, and that you should continue to act on the same principle in 
future Cases. | ee 

I have also to acquaint you, that, for the more fully carrying of this princi- 
ple into effect, the Lords of the Admiralty have given orders, that the re- 
spective Officers commanding the Tenders in question should each be fur- 
-nished with the signed Instructions required by the Treaties fer the repres- 
sion of the Slave-trade.  lTam,&e. | 


His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
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| No. 33. 
George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2, 1826.) 


Sir, Sterra Leone, November 21, 1825. 


— | HAVE thc honour to enclose, for your information, the Report of the 
Case of the Brazilian Sumacca * Bom Jesus dos Navigantes,” whereof Joao 
Pereiro was Master, captured on the 17th of July last, by His Majesty’s Ship 
“ Esk,” W. J. Purchas, Esq. Commander, with 280 Slaves (being 73 more 
than allowed by Passport) on board. 

The British and Portuguese Commissary Judges agreeing perfectly in 
opinion, that this Vessel had taken on board the Slaves to the Northward of 
the Line, passed Sentence of Condemnation, and decreed the Emancipation 
of the Slaves, on the 14th of September last. 

7 I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 

: &c. &e. &e. a, 


Enclosure in No 33. 


Report of the Case of the Brazilian Sumacea “ Bom Jesus des Navigantes”, 
Joao Pereiro, Master. 


THIS Vessel arrived in the Port of Freetawn on the 13th of August 1825, with 267 slaves on 
board, consisting of 106 men, 73 women, 40 boys, 27 girls, and 7 intauts. 

On the same day the Papers, duly authenticated, with the Declaration of the Captor, Captain 
Purchas, of His Majesty's Sbip ‘‘ Esk’, were brought into Court, and proceedings commenced 
by the issue of a Monition, calling upon all Persons having any right, or pretended right, to the 
Vessel and Cargo, to appear and make claim, which was afterwards returned certified as duly served. 

It is stated in the Royal Passport given at Bahia, the 2!st day of January 1825, that this 
Vessel is 825 tons, and carrying 22 men; that Antonio Narciso is the Owner; that she was 
bound to‘the Ports of Molembo, with the intention to call at Costa da Mina, and back to any 
Ports in the Brazilian Empire; and that any number of slaves not exceeding 206 are permitted 
at one time to be on board of her. 

Captain Purchas’s Declaration states, that he detained the “ Bom Jesus dos Navigantes’’ on 
the 17th day of July last, in -or about Latitude 4. 0. North, and Longitude 4. 4. East; that she 
was sailing under Brazilian or Insurgent Portuguese Colours, with a Crew of 20 men and boys, 
} supercargo and 7 passengers, and having on board 289 slaves (being 73 more than allowed by 
Pa:sport) ; that these slaves consisted of 114 men, 50 women, 54 boys, 30 girls, and 7 infants. 

Joao Pereiro, the Master, in answer to the standing Interrogatories, deposed, that he took on 
board the whole of the present cargo of slaves at Molembo; that he touched at Piccaniny, 
Elmina, Popoe, and Lagos, tor the purpose of purchasing provisions and a canoe; that he does 
not understand navigation. In answer Co special Interrozatories, he states. that Molembo and Onim 
are different places; thinks Molembo is close to Benin; does not know the Latitude North or 
South, or Longitude, where he took the slaves on board; slaves had been embarked 15 days when 
the Vessel was captured ; had been three days from Onim when captured ; a Spanish Schooner 
took all his corn and beans, which obliged him to go to Onim, having no money at any other | 
Port ; left his outward Cargo there ; Spaniard boarded them close to the land, when he was 
going to Molembo from Onim, but did not know the Latitude or Longitude; did not know the 
day he arrived at or sailed from Molembo; left Onim for Molembo on the 28th of May; was & 
days on the passage ; never purchased a slave at Onim, or in the Bight of Benin. 

Gregorio Narciso, Cooper on board this Vessel, in answer to the standing Interrogatories, 
stated, that the Vessel went direct from Bahia to Molembo, and touched at vo other Port; that 
the Slaves and the Canoe were purchased there. To the special Interrogatories, —Molembo and 
'Onim are different places; does not know if Molembo is in the Bight of Benin, or the Latitude 
Worth or South where the slaves were taken on board, or how many days tbe slaves had been 
embarked, or had been at Sea previous to capture ; could not tell why they were so far to 
the Northwaid ; stated that a Spanish Vessel took from them a part of their beans, corn, and 


Sterra Lroxe. (Portugal and Brazil.) 39 


farinha; went straight to Molembo, did not purchase provisions there, but after Jeaving Mo- 
lembo they caine close to the Bight of Benin to purchase beans, &c. there being none at Molembo. 

Louis Ferrara, a seaman belonging to this Vessel, in his examination, stated, that the Vessel 
touched at Elmina for water, at Popoe for wood, at Onim to land the whole of the tobacco, and at 
Molembo to deliver the remainder of the cargo; that the whole of the slaves were taken on board at 
Molembo. 

Au Affidavit of 3 of the slaves, found on board of this Vessel, was produced on the part of the 
Captors, (the men having been sworn before the Registrar, according to the custom of their Coun- 
try, to speak the truth,) state, that they were all sold at a Place called Aco to the Master of the 
‘* Bom Jesus dos Navigantes’’; that Aeo is a Town in the middle of a large Lake, fresh in tbe 
rainy season, and salt in the dry season; that they were first put into Coromautin or Fantee 
Canoes, manned by Fantee men, then into a Sloop Boat, which carried them across the bar, 
where the surf was great and the water broke very heavy, to the ‘ Bom Jesus dos Navigantes" ; 
that they never saw land from the time the Vessel sailed until after she was captured, and that 
they were only 5 days on board betore the capture took place. 

Sia more of the slaves were examined upon special Interrogatories put by order of the Court ; 
they all state that they were embarked at a Place called Aco, and that they were ony 5 days on 
doard previous to the capture of the Vessel. 

The Court having duly considered the tact of this Vessel being found so far to the Northward 
of the Equator, the prevaricating testimony of the Master and two other Witnesses, with the pre- 
tence of not knowing the Latitude ut Molembo from whence the slaves were taken on board, the 
proof afforded by the Log-books, aud the concurring testimony of the slaves, did not hesitate to 
pass Sentence of Condemnation of the Vessel, and decree the Emancipation of the Slaves, on the 


14th ot September 1825. (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 


No. 34. 
George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 2, 1826.) 


Sir, ' Sterra Eeone, November 21, 1825. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, the Report of the 
Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Unzao,” Jozé Ramus Gomis, Master, sent 
into this Harbour for adjudication on the 2ist of October last, having been 
detained on the 9th of the previous Month by Elis Majesty’s Ship * Atholl,” 
commanded by Captain James Artbur Murray, (His Majesty’s Ships “ Esk” 
and ‘“ Redwing” in company), having on board 361 slaves, all of which were 
stated by the Master and Mate to have been taken on board from the River 
Lagos, 112 of which died on their passage up to this Place. 3 at 
The proof of illicit Slave-trade being so clear, (Lagos lying in about Lati- 
tude 6, 10. North), the Court passed Sentence of Condemnation ou the Vessel, 
and decreed the Emancipation of the surviving Slaves, on the 4th of November 
1825. I have the honour to be, &c. | 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. REND ALL. 
 «&e. &e. be. 

Enclosure in No. 34. | 

Report of the Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Uniao,” Jozé Ramos Gomis, 


Ny 
XN 


Master. 


THIS Vessel arrived in the Harbour of Freetown on the 2!st of October 1825, with 249 Slaves 
on dDoard, consisting of 138 men, 25 women, 53 boys, and 33 girls; 112 having died since cap- 
ture on the passage up to this Port, as stated in the Affidavit ot Mr. Rowe, Prize-Master, who 
deposes that they died principally from small-pox aad dysentery; that no Sargeon was on board, 
but that the greatest care was tahen of them. Mr. Shower, the Surgeon attached to the Mixed 
Commissions, visited the Vessel immediately on her arrival, and reported !1 cases of small-pox, 
and several of dysentery, tben remaining. It was deemed expedient ‘to place the Vessel under 
Quarantine Regulatigns, and precautionary measures were taken in the landing of the slaves, by 
which all contagion was happily avoided. On the same day the Ship’s Papers were brought into 
Court duly authenticated, with the Declaration of Captain J. A. Murray, of His Majesty's «* Atholl,” 
A Monition was issued on the 22d of October, calling upon all Persons having, or pretending to 
have, any right or interest in the ‘© Uniao” and slaves, to appear and make claim, which was re- 
turned on the 31st of October, certified as having been duly served. | 

By the Royal Passport, No. 16, dated at Bahia, the I4th of July 1825, it appears that the 
<* Uniao” is af the burthen of 118 tons, and therefore authorized to carry any nuwher of slaves 
not exceeding 295 at one time; that Vincente de Paulo e Silva was the Owner, and that she was 
bound to the Ports of Mulembo, trgm whence she was to return to any of the Ports of the Empire. 
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Captain Murray’s Declaration states, that, on the 9th of September 1825, being in or about. 
Latitude 2. 33. North, Longitude 4. 17. East, he detained (His Majesty’s Ships “* Esk’* and 
“¢ Redwing” in company) the Schooner ‘* Uniao,"’ sailing under Brazilian Colours, armed with 
2 guns, six-pouuders, commanded by Joseph Gomez, who declared her to be bound from Lagos — 
to Bahia, with a Crew cousisting of 24 men and I boy, having on board 36) slaves; said to have 
been taken on board ut Lagos on the Ist of September, viz: 217 men, 30 women, 80) boys, and 33 

ils. 
7 The Master, Jaze Ramos Gomis, deposeth, that 364 slaves were taken on board the ‘‘ Uniao" 
curing the voyage, all ot whom were shipped at the River Lagos. The Vessel was captured near 
Princes Island. The Mate, Jozé da Rosa, in his Deposition, gives the same evidence. The Case 
of illicit Slave-traffick being thus clearly proved, (the River Lagos being in about Latitude 6. 10.. 
North), the Court passed Sentence of Condemnation on the Vessel, and decreed the Emancipation : 
of the Slaves, upon the 4th day of November 1825. (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 


No. 35. 


George Rendall, Esz.to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 2.) 
Sir,  Sterra Leone, January 10, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, a Report of the 
Case of the Brizilian Brig “‘ Pagueta de Bahia,” Bento Francisco de Carvalho, 
Master, detained by His Majesty’s Brig *‘ Swinger,” J. C. Giles, Acting 
Lieutenant, Commander, off Accra, on the 22d of November 1825, with 
386 Slaves on board, all of whom, the Master stated, were shipped at 
Whydah. The Court passed Sentence of Condemnation of the Vessel, ou 
the 10th of January 1826, and decreed the Emancipation of the Slaves. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALLE. 
Sc. &e. &e. | 4 


Enclosure in No. 35. 


{ 


Report of the Case of. the Brazihan Brig, ‘“ Paqueta de Bahia,” Bento 
Francisco de Carvalho, Master. 


THIS Vessel arrived in Sierra Leone Harbour, on the 23d. of December 1825, with 385. 
slaves on board, consisting of 145 men, 97 women, 79 boys, and 64 girls. 

On the same day Mr. Burnett, the Prize Master, broughr into the Registry the Declaration of 
the Captors, and deposed that he boarded the Brig ‘* Paquetu de Bahia,” but found no Papers, 
the same having been taken by the Spanish Schooner ‘‘ Matilda,” Jobo Segrera, Master, as ap- 
pears by a Certificate, signed by the Master and Mate of the said Brig, and annexed to Mr. Bur- 
nett’s Deposition. | = 

The Declaration of the Captor states, that His Majesty’s Brig ‘‘ Swinger,” J.C. Giles, 
Acting Lieut, Commander, detained the Brazilian Brig ‘‘ Paqueta de Bahia,” on the 22d ot No- 
vember 1825, in Latitude 5. 15. North, and Longitude 0. 30. East, commanded by Bento Fran- 
cisco de Carvalho, with 386 slaves on board, shipped at Whydah. 

The Master, in answer to the standing Interrogatories, deposed, that Manoel Joaquim de 
Almeida, the Supercargo, gave him the command ot the Vessel at Molembo, about 8 months ago. 
She sailed under Brazilian Colours; the name of the Vessel is the ‘‘ Paqueta de Bahia,” is 
about 200 tons burtben, the present voyage began at Bubia, and was to have ended there, it 
was the last clearing Port sailed trom ; the Vessel anchored at Lugos and Molembo during the 
voyage, in which she was taken, and took on board at Molembo 388 slaves, of which he was 
plundered by the Spanish Schooner ‘‘ Matilda,” as also of his Ship’s Papers, on his way from 
Molembo to Bahia. He then went to Wbhydal, where be touk on board the present Cargo; that .ose 
Victa Moreira and Manvel Jozé de -Maghalaens, were the Owners of the said Vessel; Francisco 
Felis de Sousa is the Lader ot the slaves on board, Joao Victa Moreira Mahoel Jozéde Magbals~ns, 
himself, the first Pilot, and some of the Passengers are the Owners and Consignees of them; 
‘says 387 slaves we e taken on. board, all of them at Whydah, | died previous to capture, 
and 1 since; he crdered the remaining Ship's Papers to be thrown overboard, when the 
Man-of-War’s Buats were abuut to buard the Vessel. : 

Braz Riberio de Moreira, the Doctor belonging to this Vessel, in his Answers to the standin 

‘ Jnterrogatories, confirmed the material points ot the Master’s evidence, 

The case of illicit ‘'ratfick being thus clearly proved, and no Claim having been made, the Court 

assed Sentence of Condemnation of the Vessel, and decreed the Emancipation of the Slaves, on 


the 10th of January 1826. oie 
(Signed) GEO. RENDALL, 


Sierra Leone. — (Portugal and Brazil.) Si 


| No. 36. 
=. b ad . 
His Majestys Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received June 2.) : 


(Extract.) Sierra Leone, March 21, 1826. 


‘WE have been honoured with your Despatch of the 5th December last, 
with Copy of a Note from the Marquis Palmella, announcing that His 
Most Faithful Majesty had judged it proper to remove M. Altavilla from 
the Office of Commissary Judge in the Mixed Court of Commission esta- 
blished at this Place. | 

The Letter addressed to M. Altavilla by M. de Palmella, and which ac- 
companied the said Despatch, was delivered into the hands of M. Altavilla on 
the 160th of February, the day on which it was received. | 

We have been caretul, Sir, in adopting such measures, conformably to 
the Stipulations of the Convention, so that the Service, with which the 
‘Commission ts entrusted, will not suffer from the recall of M. Altavilla. ; 
: | (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, — GEO. RENDALL- 


&c. &e. &c. 


No. 37. 
Elis Majesty's Commassioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received June 2.) 
Sir, Sterra Leone, March 21, 1826. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 15th of last Month, 
of your Despatch of the 12th of January last, with its several Enclosures, 
transinitted for our information and guidance, being Copies of a Corres- 
pondence which has recently passed, upon the subject of a practice which has 
prevailed on the part of the Authorities in Brazil, to grant permission to 
Slave-vessels to touch at other Ports and Places than those which, by Treaty, 
they are allowed to enter. | 

These Documents are very gratifying to us, as they tend to lighten ina 

considerable degree the difficulties that we might feel in the Adjudication of 
Vessels detained for trafficking in slaves, and satling under the Brazilian 
Flag. 
In a Case which is not yet decided, but which is now occupying the atten- 
tion of the Court, and on which we shall have the honour to report to you in 
a few days, one of the grounds on which the Claimant founds his claim, is 
the circumstance of the Brazils having been recognized as an Independent 
State, or Kingdom, by Portugal. | 

We hope soon to have the satisfaction to learn that the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, will have issued Instructions to the Officers of His 
Majesty’s squadron on this Coast, in accordance with the application from 
your Department, because we are convinced their tendency will be most ma- 
terially to cripple the facilities of the Parties interested in the furtherance of 


this most abominable Tratfick. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) JNO. TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, GEO. RENDALL, 
&e. &e &c. ia 


M 
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No. 38. 


lis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received June 2.) 


Srr, : Sierra Leone, March 21, 1826. 


_WE have had the honour to receive your Despatch of the 13th January, with 
its Enclosures, being Copies of a Correspondence which has passed between 

ourself and His Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, on the subject of Charters which 
bal been offered to English Vessels, to proceed from that Port to Places in. 
Africa, North of the Line. We return thanks to you, Sir, for this com- 
munication. | 

As the name of the Brig, “‘ George and James,” appears in Mr. Consul 
_ Pennell’s Despatch of the 5th of November 1825, it may not be considered 
irrelevant to make a few observations regarding this Vessel, inasmuch as thev 
will tend to shew how just is the view which was taken as to the object of the 
Parties who employed her. . 
A Person of the name of Dollond, came out to the Coast of Africa as 
Master of the “ George and James,” then the property, or said to be so, of 
Matthew Foster and Co. of London; he proceeded to Whydah, and there sold 
the Vessel toa Mr. Ramsay, who was his first Mate. Ratsay takes her to 
the Brazils, ships the Cargo stated in Mr. Consul Pennell’s Letter, and pro- 
ceeds back again to Whydah, where a considerable portion of such Cargo was 
distributed to several Vessels, which were, on that part ot the Coast,. trading 
for Slaves. 

It is supposed that De Souza, the notorious Portuguese Slave-trader, who for 
so many Years has resided at Whydah and its vicinity, was the real Owner ; 
that he furnished Ramsay with the dollars with which the Vessel was pur- 
chased, and that in reality, he (Ramsay) was only the nominal Owner, placed 
in command of her by De Souza, to protect his property by giving a false 
_ colour to the transaction. Ramsay died shortly after the return from Brazil. 
The Vessel was taken by His Majesty’s Ship “ Atholl,” at, or off, Whydah, 
brought to Sierra Leone, tried under the Consolidated Slave-trade Abulition. 
Act, in the Court of Vice-Admiralty, and condemned under the 4th Scction 
of the said Act, the 17th day of October 1825. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN. TASKER WILLIAMS... 
The Right Hon. George Canning, GEO. RENDALL. 
| C. &e. &e. _ 


he 


No. 39. 


His Majesty’e Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning. —.- 
| (Hecezved June 2.) | 


(Extract.) Sierra Leone, March 25, 1826. . 


WE have the honour to send you, enclosed, a. Report of the Case of ‘the 
Brazilian Brigantine, “ Sam Joao Segunda Rosaka,” Amara Jose da Silva, 
Master, captured by His Majesty’s Ship “ Atholl,” Captain James Arthur 
Murray, on the 28th November 1825, in Latitude 3.31. North, Longitude 
0. 54. East, having on board 258 Slaves. 

This Vessel arrived at Sierra Leone. the 9th February, and was tried and 
condemned in the British. and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission on 
the 21st instant. 

Captain Murray, in his Declaration, states, that the Master acknowledged 
the Slaves to have been shipped at Lagos. This Man, unfortunately, died pre- 
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vious to the arrival of the Vessel here. The Examinations, however, of some 
of the most intelligent of the Slaves, proved satisfactorily, that Lagos was the 
Place from whence they were shipped: For more minute particulars we beg’ 
to refer you to the Report.’ | 

It is distressing to us to have again to observe, that a system of the 
grossest perjury prevails toa great extent, in the evidence given by many of 
the Parties concerned in slave transactions, who are examined on the standing 
Interrogatories. We feel this to be a most serious evil, and should be most 
desirous to check its progress, were we satisfied as to the extent of our power 


to do so. (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


§c. &ec. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 39. 


Report of the Case of the Brazilian Brigantine, “Sam Joao Segunda 
Rosalia,” 4mara Jose da Silva, Master. 


THIS Vessel was detained by His Majesty's Ship ‘ Atholl,” Captain James Arthur Murray, 
onthe 28th day of November 1825, who, in his Declaration states, that, being in or about Luti- 
tude 3.31. North, Longitude 0. 54, East, he detained the Brigantiue ‘ Sam Joao Segunda 
Rosalia,” sailing under Brazilian Colours, commanded by Amara Jose da Silva, who declared her 
to be bound from Lagos to Bubia, with a Crew consisting of 18 men, 3 boys and 3 passengers, 
aod having on board 260 slaves, said to have been taker on board at Lagos. 

This Vessel arrived here on the 9th February, after an unusually protracted passage of 65 days, 
when scarcely a bope of her safety remained, and it was dreaded that she had shared the saine fate 
as the unfortunate ‘‘ Teresa." During this time 72 of the miserable beings on board died, princi- 
pally, as is stated in an Affidavit of Mr. Richard Musgrove, the Midshipman in charge, ‘‘ from 


want of food, the said Vessel being only provisioned for 30 days, aud that, after the greater part of - 


the provisions were out, they were pat on an allowance of 4 a pint of farina, and 3 of a pint of 
water per day.” | . 

A Monition was prayed for and granted on the 9th February, and on the same day, a Petition 
was made to the Court, to be allowed to land the slaves, in consequence ot their being much 
reduced by famine and sickness, which was immediately acceded to, the Court teeling most anxious 
to relieve, as far as lay in its power, the wretched sufferers,—and most miserable indeed was the 
" spectacle that presented itself on their being landed. 


It appears that this Vessel cleared out from Bahia for Molembo on a trading voyage for Slaves, - 


and her Passport is dated the 6th of May 1825. In this Document it is stated, that ** the said 
Amara Joseph da Silva, Master, and Emanuel Francisco Moreira, Owner, of the said Vessel, are 
under an obligation to enter solely such Ports on the Coast of Africa, where the Slave-trade is 
permitted,""—yet, on the 23d of July 1825, she was boarded by the Boats of His Majesty's Ship 
** Atholl,” at Lagos, trading—and also by the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship ‘“‘ Maidstone,” on the 


6th of October 1825, at the same Place; as appears by the Indorsements of the Boarding Officers, | 


on the back of the said Passport. 7 

No Log was found on board at the time of capture ; but it appears by the Declaration of the 

Captor, that the Master, Da Silva, acknowledged the Vessel was bound from Lagos to Bahia. This 
died on the passage to Sierra Leone, otherwise there is just ground for believing, that more 
perticulars of the proceeding in this illicit voyage, would have been elicited. 

The first Pilot and Supercargo, Prudencio Vidal de Albuquerque Vianna, and Manoel Gonsalves 
Coelho, Boatswain, being examined, on the usual Interrogatories declare, that the voyage com- 
menced at Bahia for Molembo, and that the Brigantine went to Lagos to repair a leak she had 
sprung, and during her stay there, some trade was carried on by exchanging tobacco for cloths, 
for the Molembo Market; from which Place she went direct to Molembo, in South Latitude, 
where the Cargo of Slaves on board was + aks trom the Shore. Prudencio Vidal de Albuquerque 
Vianna also declared, that after leaving Molembo, both the Master and himself were attacked with 
fever, and were confined to their beds; the second Mate, (the above-named Manoel Gonsalves 
Coelho), then took charge of the Vessel, and he knew nothing about Navigation, The day before 
the Vessel was taken, was the first day he had been able to go on deck—and then, for the first 
time, he took an obeervation, and found the Vessel was in 3. North Latitude, having then been 
out 14 days, without any other proof of such being the fact than their own unsupported declara- 
tions. Under these circumstances, 6 of the most intelligent slaves taken on board were examined, 
and they all declared, they were shipped at ‘* Eco,’’ which is the Native name for Lagos ;—one, 
more intelligent than the rest, named Dalla, declared, ‘‘ that, the name of the Place where he 
was shipped on board the aforesaid Brigantine, ‘‘ is Eco.” co is fue b march from Benin ; 
knows adaggery, and it is 5 days march from Eco} that Eco is between Badaggery and 

Nin; saw the Ship by which the Brigautine was taken, on the 7th day after leaving Eco, apd 
they were captured on the 9th day.—The whole of the slaves on board the captured Brigantine, 
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-were ‘taken on board at Eco, and they were all shipped in one day ; he also states, he lived at 
Eco (Lagos) 3 Years; and has been at Badaggery, from ‘Eco,’ which he knows well.” 

Prudencio Vidal de Albuquerque Vianna, being again exam:ned as to the Latitude and Longi- 
tude of Molembo, that he stated that the slaves were shipped on board at, declared it to be ind 30. 
‘South and 13. East of the meridian of London, but contumaciously refused to point out the place 
upon the Chart. ‘That this individual most grossly perjured himself is beyond doubt. ‘This prac- 
tice, which is much. to be regretted, seems too frequently to obtain. , 

_ After having fully considered this Case, and taking into view that part of the Treaty which 
states, that ‘the proof of the legality of the voyage shall rest with the Clsimants of Vessels, when 
taken to the Northward of the Line;"’ and no such proof being exhibited, the suspicious circum. 
‘etanceof no Log being on board, to account for the Vessel’s course and proceedings, together with 
the Declarations of the Slaves, which lett not a doubt as to the Place of shipment: 

The Court condemned the said Brigantine as lawful Prize, and as taken in such illicit Traffick 
‘by His Majesty's Ship “ Atholl,” Captain J. A. Murray, and pronounced 258 slaves to have been 
taken on board at the time of capture, and emancipated the survivors, amounting in number to 
186,—72 having died before adjudication, | 

(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
Sierra Leone, March 25, 1826. GEO. RENDALL. 


No. 40. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Lteceived September 2.) 
SiR, Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826, 
WE have the honour to enclose an Abstract of the Case. of the Sloop 


ae Esperanca”’ Joad Babtiste Lopes. This Vessel, the burthen of which is 


~ 


only 40 tons, was farnished with an Imperial Passport, authorizing her to 
proceed from Pernambuco to Molembo, for a Cargo ot Slaves. | 
She was detained in the River Benin on the 4th of March, by His Ma- 
jesty’s Ship “ Esk,” Captain Wilham Jardine Purchas, and sent here fot 
adjudication. 
On the Sth of June she was condemned in the British and Portuguese 
Court of Mixed Commission :—for the particulars, we beg your reference to 


the Report. | We have the honour to be, &c. 
: | (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, D. M. HAMILTON. 


Se.  &e. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 40. 


Report in the Case of the Sloop “ Esperanca,” Joao Babtiste Lopes, Master, 


sailing under Brazilian Colours. 


THIS Vessel was detained by His Majesty's Ship ‘ Esk,’* William Jardine Purchas, Esq. 
Commander, on the 4th of March last, in Latitude 5. 43. North, Longitude 5. 25. East, and 
arrived in this Harbour on the 3d of May. —_ 

On the following day (the 4th) the Papers in this Case were delivered into the Registry by the 


-Prize-Master, Mr. George Herbert, a Midshipman of His Majesty's Ship ‘* Esk,” who, in bis 

- Affidavit, declares, that the said Papers were received by Captain Purchas from the first Pilot of 

the « Eaperanse On the same day the Court was petitioned that a Monition might issue, the 
was 


Prayer ot whic granted. 

On the 8th, an Affidavit of Mr. Richard Borough Crawford, Admiralty Mate of the ‘* Esk," 
was filed, accounting for the absence of the Master of the ‘‘ Esperanca.’’ He deposed, that being 
in a Boat of His Majesty’s said Ship, he boarded the said Sloop iu the River Benin, and found her 
in charge of Jozé Carneiro dos Santos, first Pilot, who informed the Deponent that the Master, 


- Joao Baptiste Lopes, was on shore at a Place called Gato, purchasing slaves. 


The Captor, in his Declaration, sets torth, that he detained the Sloop “ Esperanca,”’ under 
Brazilian Colours, on the 4th of March 1826, being then at anchor in the River Benin, com. - 
manded by Jozé Bap:iste Lopes, but who was then absent from the said Sloop; that Jozé Carneiro 


- dos Santos, the Pilot, stated to him, the Declarer, that the intended destination of the Espe- 


ranca’’ was from Benin to Pernambuée; and turther declared, that 36 slaves were landed from 
the Sloop, wher the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship hove in sight. ‘The Declaration also states, 
that 4 slaves were intercepted in the attempt of the Sloop’s Boat to land them, and brought back 
to her. Bie 
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The Monition was returned into the Registry, certified as having been duly served, on the 22d. 

On the &th of June the Cuee was adjudicated. | 

The acknowledyment of Jozé Carneiro dos Santos, the Pilot, in his examination of the iHegal 
pursuit in which this Vessel was employed, a similar statement made by the Cabin-boy, Manuel Jou- 
quim de Brito; and the fact of her having been found actually engaged in the Traffick in Slaves on a 
part of the Coast of Atrica, where the Slave-trade is not permitted to the Subjects of The Emperor of 
Brazil, being clear and maniiest; the Commissioners, without hesitation, condemned her as lawfal 
Prize to the respective Governments. 

Sentence of Condemnation was accordingly passed against her, and the slaves, 4 in number, 
were decreed to be emancipated. (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS, 

Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826. | D. M. HAMILTON. 


No. 41. 
Eis Majesty?s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received Sept. 2.) 


Sir, | Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826. 


WE have the honour to transmit with this Despatch, for your information, 
a Report of our Decision in the Case of the Brazilian Brigantine “ etuzno,” 
Jczé Claudio Gomes, Master. 

This Vessel was detained in the River Benin, on the 4th of March, and her 
condemnation was decreed, and her slaves emancipated, on the 8th instant. 

In a late Despatch we acquainted you that the ‘* Netuno,” on her passage 
to Sierra Leone, had, fallen in with, and being obstructed, had engaged a Brig 
under the Spanish Flag. : 

In conformity with the intention we then expressed, we made particular 
enquiry into the circumstances of this affair ; and, in order, Sir, to put you 
in full possession of the tacts, we deem it the better method to enclose Copy 
of a Memorandum which was made, at our request, by Mr. Crawford, the 
Prize Master, and which contains, in addition to the detail, a particular de- 
scription of the Brig. . | 

We certainly think that this young Officer deserves much credit for his 
cool and determined conduct on this occasion, particularly when the very 
small number of which his crew consisted, and the manner in which the 
- Schooner was armed, as contrasted with the Pirate, be considered. 

The escape was most fortunate; for had they succeeded in the detention, 
the consequence, in all probability, would have been most disastrous. 

One shot from the Brig penetrated the hull of the ‘“ Netuno,” and killed 
one unfortunate female slave in the hold. 

| We have the honouf to be, &c. 

' (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 

|The Right Hon. George Canning, D. M. HAMILTON. 


&c. &e. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 41. 


Report of the Case of the Brigantine “* Netuno,” Jozé Claudio Gomes, 
Master, sailing under Brazihan Colours. 


THIS Vessel arrived in the River Sierra Leone on the 5th of May, under charge ot Mr. 
Richard Borough Crawford, Admiralty-Mate of His Majesty's Ship ‘* Esk,” having on board, 
according to the Marshal's Report, 84 slaves. On the following day (the 6th) the Papers were 
led in Court, and on the same day a Monition was prayed and granted. 

The Declaration of William Jardine Purchas, Esq., Commander of His Majesty’s Ship-of- 
War ‘“‘ Esk,” sets forth, that, on the 4th day of March |826, he detained, in the River Benin, the 
' Brigantine ‘‘ Netuno,” (being at anchor there under Brazilian Colours,) Jozé Claudio Gomes, 
Master, who declared that the said Brigantine was bound from the River Benin to Pérnambuco, 

The Captor further declares, that when the said Vessel was boarded, 72 slaves were tound on 
board of ber; and he further states, that the Brigantine was supplied with provisions and water 
_ for 50 days, for the Negroes and Crew for the intended voyage. : 

The Declaration also states, that on the appearance of the Boats of the °* Esk,” a number of 
slaves in Canoes aud in Boats were landed from the ‘‘ Netuno,” that one of the Boats so em- | 
ployed was intercepted in attempting to land, and brought back to the Brigantine; the Boat 
contained 20 Negroes, viz: 1 woman and 19 boys and girls. : 


—_ 
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Tt is also set forth in the Declaration, that a statement was-made to the Captor by the afore. 
named Jozé Clandio Gomes, that the number of slaves on board the Brigantine, when the Boats 
of the °* Esk” hove in sight, amounted to 150—53 of whom they succeeded in landing. 

On the 8th, an Affidavit of Mr. Richard Borough Crawtord, the Officer in charge, was made 
and filed, setting forth that 7 of the slaves had died on the passage, and that | lad been killed in’ 
the hold of the said Vessel onthe 20th of March, (being then in Latitude 0 5. North, Longitude 
1, 2. Kast) by a shot from a Vessel, which is designated in the Affidavit as a piratical Brig, 

The Monition was returned as duly served on the 22d, and the 29th of May was appointed for 
the Adjudication of the Case, but the indisposition of His Majesty’s Con:missioner caused it to be 
delayed until the 8th of June, when it took place. 

Jozé Clausio Gomes, Master of the Brigantine ‘ Netuno,” in his Examination pon the In- 
terroyatories, deposed, that Francis Jacinto Pereira, a resident of Pernambuco, is the Owner of 
the “ Netuno,” that she was provided with an Imperial Passport to carry slaves to Molembo 
(under the usual restrictions and conditions ;) that he proceeded from Pernambuco to the River 
Benin, which was the only Place where he anchored during the voyage in which he was taken. 
Francisco Pereira, the Deponent himself, the Pilot and the Boatswain were the Owners of the 
slaves. Himself had 10 slaves, the Pilot 3 and the Boatswain 2. They were all taken on board 
from the Shore at Bohcee, in the River Benin, 159% slaves were taken on board trom the come 
mencement of trading until the appearance of the Boats of the capturing Ship. When they were 
found to be approaching, the Natives of Bohee came of in their Canoes, and took as many of 
the slaves out of the Brigantine as they could, bat he knew not how many : 

The testimony of Francisco Antonio Gomes, Cabin Boy, and Pedro Jozé Gomes, Cook, con- 
firmed, in most particulars, the previous Statement. | 

The slaves on board the Brigantine ‘‘ Netuno,” being thug acknowledged to have been shipped 
in the River Benin, to the Northward of the Equator, the fact of illicit Traffick was manifest. 

Sentence of Condemnation was accordingly passed against her, and her slaves were decreed to 
be emancipated. His Majesty's Commissioners decided the number taken to be 92. 

(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS, 
Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826. D. M. HAMILTON, 


Second Enclosure in No. 41. 


Brazilian Vessel “ Netuno,” of 75 Tons. 


(Memo.) _ Sierra Leone, Muy 11, 1826. 


The ‘* Netuno” was detained by the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship “* Esk,” in the River Fore 
wosa, on the 4th. and sailed trom thence on the 6th of March, in company with the Brazilian 
Sloop ‘* Esperanza,” captured at the s.me time. 

Sloop parted company in the night, in consequence of her superiority in sailing. 

Contrary winds endeavouring to get to the westward till March 20, when at 3 p.m. in Latitude 
1. 30. North, and Longitude 1. 31, East, by account, observed a Vessel in the S, E., stand- 
ing towards us under all sail ; 3.50., Stranger fired two guns, prize hoisted an English Ensign; 
4., Big, 8S. E. 2 miles, thought she was a Man of War. At 4. 50., Stranger 1 mile, tacked, 
stuod towards h-r an. shortened sail; a: 5. observed Scranger shorten sail, and that she was not 
an English Man of War. _o 

Ac 5. 10. filled, and in boisting fore-top-mast studding sail, Stranger fired at us, then no Colours 
flying, but immediately after hoisted French Ensign and Pendant, beat retreat with drum, and 
Juwered 5 ports a-side, hove to fur her a second time; Stranger, when within 40 or 50 yards, 
hove to, (used a bovtswain’s call,) bailed Prize in English, and lowered a boat. 

At 5. 20. p.m. boat came alongside with the Captain and 4 men, who asked whether we had 
slaves? also -everal other questions in Spanish and broken English, ‘The Captain could not 
speak Frenci, and oo my remarking it to an English Iuterpreter, one of his Boat’s-crew, at the 
same time observing that Brig was not a French Man-of-War, he replied that she was, but 
thar the Captain was x Spaniard ; and on my further interfogating him, the Captain, who had pre- 
viously used threatening language, both Spanish and English, repeatedly ordered me into his 
Boat with Pupers, &c. &c. J ns often pointing to the Ensign, told him, Vessel was prize to an 
English Man-ot-War, that I hadno Papers for him, neitber would I go into his Boat, adcing 
again that she was not a French Man-of-War, and that he himself was a Spaniard. He, in @ 
menacing manner and tone, said, I am a Spaniar.! from the Havannuh, Brig ‘‘ Carolina ;" into 
the Boat immediately ; prunto, prunto, &c. &c., and concluded by ordering me to be silent, and 
his men to board: I dared them at their peril, to'd them to remain, and that the Papers should be 
produce, Now seeing the necessity of acting promptly, knowing with whom I had to deal, and 
resolving not tamely to give up my charge, I brought a brace o. Lee the only small arms in 
- Prize, and supplied by the ‘* Esk,’’ and three distinct times asked the Captain and Interpreter 
whether he still remained -etermi ed to bave me in bis Boat with my Papers, &c., and finding 
him increase in abuse and threatening language, I shot the Captaiu and Bowman, and made the 
the reminder of Bout'’s-crew jump overboard; holding by the gunwale they regained their Boat, 
and pulled to their Vessel. : 

‘The Pirate commenced firing 5 guns in the broadside, round and grape, returned by the Piize 
within from 30 tu 50 yards, with one six-pounder carronade, round shot and cannister, trom 
6. 30. till 7. 15 v.u., when, observed, Pirate's Crew leave their guns and retreat forward ;: fired 
amongst them, Pirate ceased fring and hauled ber wind ; her gang-way ports in one, and part 
of forecastle bulwark knocked down ; we had at this time only 4 cartridges left. 


/ 
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The ‘* Netuno’s” Crew are 6 in number, she is armed with 2 six-pound carrooades, J] brace of 
ships’ pistols, and 6 slave cutlasses ; she has sustained considerable damage in sails and rigging, 
main-gaft wounded, trysail gaff shot away ; also tack of fore-topsail, one shot between wind 
and water. se im 8 : 

The slaves, 92 in number, were below during the contest, and fortunately escaped with only 
] woman killed, and one girl wounded. 

The Pirate brig is pierced for 20, and mounts 10 guns, has a top gallant forecastle, is painted 
with 2 white streaks to a billet bead; ports true up, the inside of which are painted red, a larve 
boat on booms, covered with tarpauling awning, and, from the noise and confusion during the 


contest, must have had a cargo ot slaves. 
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD, Prize Master. 
Admiralty Mate, His Majesty’s Ship ‘* Eek." 


enw. te ESS SS SSIS ESS SSSA ET So SS ES I IOS SAS 
No. 42. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Reeewved Sept. 2.) 


Str, Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826. 


WE have the honour to enclose the Report of the Case of the Brazilian 
Brig “ Activo.”—This Vessel was seized by His Majesty’s Ship “ Atholl,” 
Captain James A. Murray, on the 1st of February last, in Latitude 
4.24. South of the Equator, and Longitude 9. 37. West of London, and 
brought into this Port for Adjudication on the 17th of the same Month, 
with 164 slaves on board. Condemnation of the Vessel and Emancipation of 
the Slaves was prayed in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Com- 
mission, on the plea of her having carried on an illicit Traffick in Slaves 
tothe North of the Equator, which plea was fully substantiated by proof, 
but it was acknowledged by the Captors that she was seized to the South 
of the Equator; and it appearing to us a Case exactly similar to that of 
the ** Sinceridade,” the ppg So of which have been so fully and ably 
investigated and reported on by our Predecessors, and whose Decision in 
that Case you were pleased to express your approbation of, we therefore 
decreed the restoration of the Vessel and Slaves, and referred it to the 
Registrar, to ascertain the amount of the costs, damages, and expences. 

The Slaves in this Case quitted the Vessel a few days before the Adjudica- 
tion took place; it has been reported to us, that they revolted against. the Per- — 
sons who were on board, and forcibly seized the Boats, and came on Shore, 
and they were taken possession of by Mr. Cole, the Collector of the Duties, on 
the part of the Colonial Government. : 

Mr. Lake, the Agent for the Captors, states, that he applied to Mr. 
Macaulay, the Acting Governor, on finding that the Colonial Government 
had taken possession of the Slaves, praying that they might be given 
up to him; upon which Mr. Macaulay observed, that no Slaves could be 
given up after being once landed in the Colony. — It has, therefore, become a 
question now, whether the Captor should be adjudged to pay the value of 
those Slaves or not: the Proctor for the Claimant insists that the value 
of the Slaves must be awarded, because it was through the Captors not 
taking reasonable precaution that they mutinied and came on Shore. Mr. 
Macaulay having left the Colony for the Gambia, almost immediately after 
the revolt of these Slayes, we have had no communication with him 
on the subject. We shall not fail, Sir, as soon as this Case is finally closed, to 
make a further Report on it. —— 

We have the honour to be, &c. <3 
(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, D. M. HAMILTON. | 
&e. &e. &c. 
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. Enclosure in No. 42. 


Report of the Case of the “ Activo,” José Pinto de Araujo, Master. 


THIS Vessel, under Brazilian Colours, being on her voyage to Pernambuco from Badagry in 
the Bight of Benin, in Laritude 6. 20. North, and Longitude about 4. East, was captured on the 
\st of February last, in Latitude 4. 24. South, and Longitude 9. 37. West, with 166 slaves 
on board, by His Majesty’s Ship-** Atholl,” James A. Murray, Esq. Commander, and was sent 
to this Place for Adjudication, where she arrived onthe 17th day of February following, with 164 
of those slaves ; to wit—{100 men, 20 women, 31 boys, and 13 girls, allin good health, except 7 of 
thein, who were suffering from wounds and diarrhoea ; the Master, 2 Cooks, and a Boy of her Crew, 
were alsqsent in her, Qu the day following (the 18th) the Ship’s Papers, an Affidavit of Lieatenant 
Stephens, the Prize Master, and the Declaration of Captain James Murray, were brought into the 
Court by Mr. Lake tor Mr. Macaulay, the Agentand Proctor for the Captors. 

Among the Ship's Papers is a Royal Passport, (uumbered 309) dated at Pernambuco, the 17th 
of August 1825, granted to Jozé Carlos Marink da Silva Ferrao, President of the Province of 
Pernambuco for His Imperial Majesty.—It is stated in this Passport, ‘‘ that the Vessel called 
‘** Activo” is 149 tons burthen, and carries 15 men; that Jozé Pinto de Araujo is the Master, and 
that Antonio de Oliveira, Jozé Antonio de Oliveira and Co, are the Owners; that they are Brazi- 
lians, and Subjects of the Brazilian Empire; that she is bound for the Port of Molembo on the 
Coast of Atrica, calling at Bahia aud returning to Pernambuco; that the said Master and 
Owners are under an obligation to enter solely such Ports on the Coast of Africa, where the 
Slave-trade is permitted to the Subjects of The Emperor of Brazil.” 

In his Declaration, Captain Murray states, ‘* that, on this Ist day of February 1826, being in 
about Latitude 4.24. South, and Longitude 9.37. West, he detained the Brig named the ** Activo,”’ 
sailing under Brazilian Colours, commanded by Jozé Pinto, who declared her to be bound trom 

‘Molembo to Pernambuco, with a Crew consisting of 17 men, 2 boys, and | Supercargo, and 
having on board 166 slaves, said to be taken on board at Lagos, previous to the 9th of January 
41826." The words underscored were appaiently written at another time, and with different ink to 
the other part of the Declaration. He further states, ‘‘ that the said Vessel appeared to be 
sea-wortby, and was supplied with a sufficient stock of water and provisions for the support of 
the said Negroes and Crew for their destined Voyage to Pernambuco " 

Lieutenant Stephens, in his Affidavit, deposes, ‘* that on the Ist day of February 1826, being 
in Latitude 4. 24. South, and Longitude 9. 57. West, they seized and detained the Ship or Vessel 
called the ‘‘Activo,"" whereof Jozé Pinto deAraujo was Master,” thereby corroborating on oath 
the Declaration of Captain Murray, that the Vessel was seized to the South of the Equator, 

It was not till the.6th of March following that Mr. Macaulay prayed the usual Monition, 
which was decreed and issued on the 8th, two days afterwards; and, on the !0th of March, 

Antonio Jozé, the Cook, and Marcellina d'Almeira, were brought in by the Captors, and 
examined on the General Jnterrogatosies, the Master being at that time too ill to attend to be 

, examined. Antonio Jozé, the Cook, swore positively to the slaves found on board being purchased 
and taken on board at Badagry, and although Marcelina d'Almeira did not positively depose the 
same thing, yet the inference drawn trom his Examination left no room to doubt but that 
was the case; they both deposed to the ‘* Activo’’ being a Brazilian Vessel, and under Brazi- 
Jian Colours. | 

On the 13th of March a Claim was given in by Mr. Savage, the Proctor of Jozé Pinto de 

Araujo, the Master, for Francisco Antonio, an inhabitant and native of Pernambuco,. for the 

‘said Brig, her tackle, apparel, furniture, goods, ‘wares, merchandize, and ]66 slaves, na- 
tives of Africa, and tor the value of such slaves as had. departed this life since the capture, 
and for all- costs, charges, losses, damages, demurrage, and expences that had arisen, or 
.. Should arise, by means of the capture and detention of the’said Brig and her Cargo: and on 
the same day, and at the same time, Mr. Savage brought into Court the Affidavit of the said 
Jozé Pinto de Araujo, the Claimant, in which he deposes and saith, ‘* that he is a Subject of 
His Majesty ‘The Emperor of Brazil, and was Master of the said Brig at the time of the capture 
thereot by His Majesty's Ship ‘* Atholl," James A. Murray, Commander ; that the said Brig was 
so captured op the Ist day of February last, in the proseeution of her voyage from Molembo 
on the Coast of Africa, to Pernambuco ina the Brazils, with a cargo ‘consisting of 166 slaves, 
natives of Africa, and brought to Sterra Leone ;"’ and be further saith, *¢ that Francisco Antonio, 
‘Ot Pernambuco, a Subject of His Majesty The Emperor of the Brazils was, at the time of 
the said capture, and now is, the true, lawful, and sole Owner and Proprietor of the said Brig 
‘* Activo,”’ ber tackle, apparel, and turniture, and of the said cargo and slaves on board the 
same ;"" and he further saith, ‘‘ that by the Certificate and Declaration of the Capturing 
Otkcer, the said Brig was not found to the North of the Equator, nor had she been chased from 
the North before being captured to the South ;” and he further saith, ‘* that the said Vessel and 
Cargo are further protected, from tbe circamstance of the Kingdom of the Brazils having been ree 
cognized as an Judependent State or Kingdom by Portugal, through the mediation of Great 
Britain, and therefore, that the Slave-voyage on which the said Vessel was bound, was not an in- 
fringement of the Law of the New Empire, nor against the Law of Nations.” | 

On the same day the said Master, having recovered trom his indisposition, was brought in by 
the Captors, and examined on the General Jnterrogatories, He deposed, “* that Francisco Antonio 
de Oliveira, who lives at Pernambuco, was the sole Owner of the Biig at the time she was seized 5 
that 183 slaves were taken on board, from the time the trading for them commenced to the 

time of completing the cargo, and that they were all taken on board from the Shore at Mulembo, 
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in 5.30. South, and about 13°, East,” (and he pointed out on theChart 5.30. South, and 11°. Ease, 
as the place.) oe 

Oo the 27th of March, 6 of the slaves were examined by order of the Court, whose testimony 
clearly established the fact of their having been shipped on board at or near Badagry. 

Gn the same day Mr. Savage brought iu the Certificate given by Captain Mafray, at the tinie 
of capture, to Jozé Pinto de Araujo, which states, « that on the Ist day of February 1826, being 
in about Latitude 4. 24. South, and Longitude 9. 57,West, he detained theBriy named the * Ac. 
tivo,” sailing under Brazilian Colours; commanded by Jozé Pinto, who declarsd her co be bound 
from Mo'embo to Pernambuco, with a Crew consisting of 17 men, 3 boys, and ] Supercargo,.and 
having on board 166 slaves.” é. 
~ On the 12th of April the Court heard the Parties in this Case. Mr. Savage, tor the Claimant, 
cited the Case of the ‘ Sinceridade,” adjudicated in this Court in the Year 1823, and argued that 
the present Case wus exactly similar in principle to that, and therefore the Vessel and Slaves must 
be restored as claimed, with costs and damages. 

Mr. Lake, on the part of the Cap ors, stated nothing that had not before been strongly argued 
in the Case of the ‘* Sinceridade,"’ reported in Class 8, of Papers presented to both Houses of 
Parliament by Command of His Majesty, in 1824. He particularly insisted on the ‘freaty being 
entered into for the purpose of preventing illicit Traftick in Slaves; that the trading in Slaves to 
the North of the Equator was undoubtedly an illicit trading in slaves, which was clearly proved 
to have been done in this Case ; and that, theretore, by the spirit ot the ‘Ireaty, the Vessel ought 
‘to be condemned, and her Slaves emancipated. = 

On the 9th of May the Court proceeded to give Judyment, observing, that not the shadow of 
@ doubt existed but that this Vessel had been engaged in an illicit Traffick iu Slaves tu the North 
of che Icquator, the proof of which fact was extremely clear. 

Her two Log-books most distinctly shewed, by the courses and distances entered in them, that 
‘she mace the Coast of Africa in about 4. North Latitude. 

An Endorsement:of Captain Murray on the Royal Passport, ancontradicted by the Claimant, 
proved her to have been visited by that Officer in His Majesty's Sbip ‘* Atholl” off Elinina, on the 
Jith of November 1825, and to have been considerably out of the limits alowed by the Treaty, 
and specified in the Royal Passport, where she had permission to carry on a Traffick in slaves. 
“Tbe Depositions of the Cook, with those of the slaves, distinctly proved that the slaves were 
shipped at Badugry, and the Deposition of Marcellina d’Almeira tended strongly to establish the 
game fact. ‘The Master indeed not only asserted, but most positively deposed on oath tlre con- 
trary, but the Court was sorry to observe that no credit whatever could be given to his testimony. 
His Proctor did not venture distinctly to aver that the slaves were shipped on board at the real 
Molembo, which no doubt he would have done had there been any chance whatever of proving it. 
The Court therefore felt no hesitation in pronuuncing that this Vessel had been engaged in thd 
illicit Traffick in slaves at Badagry, in 6. 20, North Latitude, contrary to the Convention between 
Great Britain and Portugal, of the 23th of July 1817, and that it would be the duty of the Coms 
Miissioners to decree Condemnation of the Vessel and Emancipation of the Slaves; did not the 
Ath Article of the Instructions intervene, a Copy of which Instructions are furnished to every 
British Ship of War employed to prevent the illicit Traffick in slaves, and torm an integral part 
of the said Convention. ‘Ibis Article states, ‘‘ That no Portuguese Merchantman or Slave Ship 
shall, on any pretence whatever, be detained, which shall be found near tbe Land or on the High 
Seas, South of the Equator, unless atcer a chase that shall have commenced North of the Equator.’’ 

By the construction put by the Court on this Article in the Case of the 4‘ Sinceridade,” the 
sight of visitation and search is limiied on the part of the British to such Purtuguese Vessels only 
as shall be found to the North of the Equator, or to the South therepf, in the event of a chase 
begun to the North. The tact that this Vessel was detained to the South of the Equator is ac- 
kaowledged by the Captors. It is distinctly alleged by Captain Murray in his Declaration, and 
also in the Certificate he gave to the Master at the time of capture, and is as distinctly sworn to by 
his Lieutenant ; no mention by them is made of any chase began to the North of the Line. 

The Claimant distinctly averred that the Vessel had not been chased from the North before 
being captured to the South, which assertion was not attempted to be contradicted on the part 
of the Captors, and must, therefore, be taken to be true. 

The Commissioners expressed their opinion that this Case did not differ from that of the 
‘* Sinceridade,” the principles of which had been so fully and ably investigated by the late Mr, 
Gregory and Mr, FitzGerald. ; _— 

The Vessel and slaves were, therefore, decreed to be restored to the Claimant for the use of the 
Owner and Proprietor thereof, with costs, damages, and expences, and referred it to the Regis- 
rar, to ascertain the amount thereof, and report the same to the Commissioners, 

(Signed) © JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS, 


_, Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826. D. M. HAMILTON, 
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Fy ; No. 43. : 5 Gh beh a = 


D. M. Hamilton, Esq. ¢o Mr. Seeretary Ganning (Received October 1y.) 


| (Extract.) Sierra Leone, Jely 24, 1826. 


MR. WILLIAMS being too ill at present to attend to any business, f beg 
Jeave to enclose a Supplement of the Report of the Case ef the Brazilian. 
Brig “ Activo,” Joze Pinto de Araujo, Master. = 3 

In the Letter of Mr. Williatns and myself of the 10th ultimo, we had the 
honour to state, that the slaves on board this Vessel having revolted and 
come on shore a few days before adjudication took place, were seized by the 
Colonial Government, and that Mr. Macaulay, the Acting Governor, having 
refused to give them up, it became a question whether the Captor should be 
adjudged to pay the value of those slaves cr not. | Ss 

Upon mature consideration of all the circumstances of the Case, we came 
to the conclusion, that the Claimant ought to be paid the value of his slaves, 
unless his baving taken them on board to the North of the Equator should 
be considered a bar thereto, and we therefore thought the givin bim a 
conditional Decree for their value, reserving the final decision of the Case 
for the British and Brizilian Governments, would be most equitable, and. be 
a means of again drawing the attention of those Governments to the incon- 
gruity of the Convention in Cases similar to the present.. 3 na 
" 1 beg leave to observe, that prior to our proceeding to Judgment in this 
Case, we proposed to both Parties, for the purpose of securing the liberty of’ 
the slaves, that they should enter into an Agreement similar to the one 
entered into by the Captor and.Claimant in the Case of the “ Sinceridade ;” | 
but without effect. | 7 

| beg leave further to observe, in consequence of so very considerable a 
time having ‘ntervened between the bringing the Case of tbis Vessel into 
Court and the final decision of the same, that, with the exception af the 
period from February 17th to March 6th last, while Mr. Rendall, the then 
Acting Commissioner of Arbitration, and Mr. Macaulay, the Captor’s Agent, 
were attending the late General Turner on the Sherbro’. Expedition, and of 
the period from April the 23d to May the gth, during which I was confined 
to my house with severe itlness, every exertion was made by the Court to 
bring. the Vase to a conclusion. | Ba say 

.} conceive, Sir, I should be wanting in duty did I not state for your in- 
formation that this is the farst Case that I am acquainted with of slayes.re- 
volting in this Harbour, that have been brought therein for adjudication, 
either in the Courts of Mixed Commission or in, the Court of Vice-Admiralty. 

: _ a (Signed) D. M. HAMILPON. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, — . a. 4 

Be Gee | Gee ag 


Enclosure in No. 43. 


Supplemental Report of the Case of the Brig “ Activo,” Joze Pinto de 
7 Araujo, Master. 


On the 26th day of May, the Registrar finished his Report on this Case (A.) in which he gave it 
as his opinion that the Claimant was entitled to £55 for costs of suit; £256 2s. 8d. for special 
damages and expences 5 £9,983 15s. for the total loss of 166 slaves; and £150 for 5 y Cent. on 
total of capital employed ; making altogether the sum of £11,098 17s. 8d. 

On the 8tb of June Mr Savage, the Claimant’s Proctor, prayed the Court to award to the 
Claimant, the sums stated in the said Report to be due to him, for the unlawful seizure and deten- 
tion of the said Vessel, and for the total loss ot }63 slaves.—Mr. Lake, the Proctor ot Ca tain 
Murray, the Captor, prayed the Court mot £0 award the sum of £9,983 15s, for the loss of the 
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slaves, taapmach, we the eaid saves matiniel and rose wpon ‘the Crew ‘m charge of the said ne : 
** &ction;” und forcibly mate their way to the Shore; and ‘were afterwards taken charge of Oy the’ 
Calieetor of Duties by the ender of the Acting Governor.—TheConrt directed that the circumsthics | 
of the escape of the snid slaves from the said Brig should be more particularly detailed and brought: ” 
before it,-before. it proceeted to make its award on the Registrar's Repurt; in pursuance of which ° 
the Parties brought in and Gled various Papers relative to the aforesaid circumstances, and on thé | 
Jet day of July the said Pavers were read in Court, to wit—the Affidavit of Mr. Lake, the Captor? © 
Prector,{B), wherein, among other matters, be deposeth and saith, * that on or about the 4th ° 
day of April lest, Lieutenant Robert Lee Stephens, of His Majesty's Ship ‘* Atholl,” and Prize- 
ter on board the Brig ‘ Activo,” received a written order from Captain William Fitz William *’ 
Owen, of His Majesty's Ship *« Leven " to feave the said Brig ‘* Activo,” and proceed on board ” 
Hie Majesty's Ship <° Romney,” for a passage to England, at the same time taking the Prize ° 
‘Crew on board His Majesty's Ship “ Leven.”"—That in consequence thereof this Deponent sent on 
Deard the said Krig ‘ Activo,” fi men to take charge of the Vessel and Slaves; that on the 29th 
aay of April last, this Deponent did consider, for the benefit of the Captors, to call upon the Proctor ’ 
for the Ciaimaat ta take charge of the said Brig and Slaves, by forwarding to Claimant's Proctor ° 
the followmg Letter to wit: | 7 


Sin,. (1.) Water-Street, 29th April 1826, 
ON behsif of the Captors of the Brig <* Activo,” Lonis Pinto de Araujo, Master, I beg leave * 
to deliver you up the said Brig and Slaves on board, and I beg you will let me know as soon as” 
possible when you will take charge of ber and the slaves. An early answer will oblige. 
; I remain &c. 


(Signed) JOHN DEAN LAKE, tor Captors. ° 
Wm. Henry Savage, Esq. Proetor for Claimants. sae 


4 That thereupon and in answer thereto Deponent recéived from Claimant’s Proctor the. 
” foltowing Letter to wit :— —* 


Siz, (2.) 29th April 1826, 
IN reply to, yours of this date, notifying on. the pact of the Captors, that you beg leave to 
dleliver-up the Portuguese Brig ‘‘ Activo,;"’ and-the slaves on board ; I have to state that I shall’ 
as early as possible Jay your Letter before the Judges of the Mixed Commission, but that antil 
‘that Coust restores, in form, the said Vessel and Slaves, -the Claimant cannot interfere with her or 
consider. himself responsible either for her safety or the custody of the slaves. ‘ 


I am, &e. 
J.D, Lake, Esq. Proctor for Captors. (Signed) W. H. SAVAGE. 
«¢ That on.the same day Deponent forwarded to Claimant’s Proctor the following Letter, to wit i 
Sin, (3.) Water-Street, 20th April: 1326, 


I. BBG leave to acquaint yeu, that on behalf of the Captors, I am willing to enter into the same 
‘arrangement as regards the slaves on board the ‘‘ dctivo,” as was doné in the recent Case of the - 
«© Sixceridade,”’ J..G. da Roeba, Master, I remain, &e. a 


Pn. H. Sevage, Bs. 3 : (Signet) JOHN DEAN LAKE. 
_ “ And received.ia Anawer the following Letter and Enclosure to wit yo. 
Su, | (4,) 29th April 1826. 


I ENCLOSE you a Copy of.a Letter I have just received from His Honour the Acting 
‘Governor. oe 

And I beg.to refer you.to that part of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission, which girects . 
1s, to be paid for every day for each slave on board for the period Vessel is detained, and to press 
gn you to victual the said slaves, (as I understand the Captors have for some time done), as it is 
hotorious that such victualling cannot here cost }s. each. : . 

If, however, you have any difficalty in so doing I am willing immediately to sign with youa, 
Petition to the Court to allow the slaves to be landed, provided that such landing shall not affect 
the rights of the Claimant, and those otherwise concerned in them, , 

1 have the honour to be, &c, 


. 


J. D. Lake, Esq. | (Signed) W.H. SAVAGE, _ 
Sir, (5.) Government House, April 29, 1826- 
MR. COLE, the Collector, having reported to me that there are no provisions on board the 


Brazilian Brig, for the Slaves; that in consequence they have ‘become very riotous, and 21 of 
them have come on Shore, I have to desire you will take immediate steps for supplying these 


unfortunate people with sufficient provisions. I am, &e. | 
W. H. Savage, Esq. (Signed) | K. MACAULAY, Acting Governor. | 


“« That, during the said 29th and 36th days of April, and Ist day of May last, the said slaves’ 
growing impatient at not being landed, arid having, as this Deponent verily believes, been in.” 
formed (by what means your Deponent knoweth not) there was no likelihood of their being ¢man- 
cipated, did, by force and arms, escape from the sald Brig ** Activo,’’ and lard in this Colony ; 
that, on their landing in this Colony, they were immediately serzed by the Acting Collector’ of’ 
Duties ; thet this Deponent applied personally to his Honour the Acting Governor for perinission:' 
to replace the said Slaves on board the said Brig *‘ Activo," which permission his Honour the Acting: | 
‘Gewernur sefased to-grant, on the ground that they could not be dealt with as Slaves, Heing'at. 
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Yarge inthis Colony; that this Deponent. hath used. all the diligence in his power to keep the. said'- 
‘alases in the state. they were brought in for adjudication, and none of the said slaves came on - 
Shore with this Deponent's sanction or knowledge, save and except 6 slaves, who, after being : 
examined by the Court, were safely placed on board again. And further, that this Deponent . 
having given notice to the Claimant's Proctor that he, on behalf of the Captors, deciimed pro- 
ceeding any futher in the said Cause, did discontinue, on the 29th day of April last, to provision | 
the said Slaves.” The Affidavit of William Henry Savage, Claimant’s Proctor, (C) corroborating - 
#o much of the Affidavit of Mr. Lake as relates to the Correspondence between Mr. Lake and 
him, was a!so read; also the Affidavit of Mr. Vhomas Cole, Acting Collector of Duties, and As- « 
sistant Superintendent of Liberated Africans (D), wherein he deposeth and saith, ‘* that, on or 
about the 29th and following day of the month of April last, he, this Deponent, (whose Office is + 
Situated contiguous to the Sea) saw a number of black persons in a Boat pulling from the said 
Brig towards the Publick Watering-Piace of this Colony, where they landed; and, whilst standing - 
on the Beach, he, this Deponent, sent one of teClerks employed in the Liberated African Depart- | 
ment, to ascertain who and what they were, when he understood that tbev had forcibly made their - 
escape from the said Brig, where they had been confines without a sufficient quantity of food . 
deing issued for their subsistence ; that shortly afterwards he, this Deponent, reported the circum- : 
stance to Mr. Nefell, the Colonial Secretary and Chief Superintendent of Liberated Atricans, in 
the absence of his Honour the Acting Governor, (who had nut reached Town from his Country 
residence), who directed this Deponent to take charge of and safely keep the said persons who 
had so escaped on shore; that on the Deponent afterwards waiting en his Honour the Acting . 
Governor, with the Colonia) Secretary, who reported what bad been done in this Case, the said , 
Deponent received a verbal order from his Honour the Acting Governor, to treat the said persons 
svho-had thus escaped, and were then on sbore, in the same light and manne: as emancipated Ne- 
groes, and that, in consequence, the said persons were so dealt with accordingly ” 
The Letter from the said Mr, Thomas Cole to the Registrar (E), stating the landing of the 
slaves, and his taking charge of them, was also read; tne Affidavits ot George Springle, the 
Shipkeeper (F), and Robert Leigh, his Assistaut (G), were also read, setting torth the circum- 
stances of the revolt and escape of the slaves. ‘The Affidavit and Petition of Joze Pinto de 
Araujo (H), stating that the slaves had quitted the Ve-sel, was likewise read; and lastly, the 
Affidavit of Joze Pinto de Araujo and Furtunato Mina ([) were read, who make oath and say, 
‘That at the time the said Brig was brought into this Harbour tor adjudication, by His Ma- - 
jesty’s Ship of War “ Atholi,” James Arthur Murray, Commander, the Deponents, one other - 
African, and a lad, were all the persons of thejsaid Brig’s original Crew on board as aforesaid who © 
were brought up in the said Brig; that the remainder of the Crew, that is to say, the Pilot, ’ 
Boatswain, Clerk, and 15 Sailors, were taken on board the ‘* Atholl,” and Deponents believe lefe 
this Colony in the said Vessel, and that they never did again join the said Brig, after being taken - 
out of her on the night of the day the said Vessel was so as aforesaid detained ; that he, the said . 
Master, was sick, without necessary provision, and did therefore come on Shore as soon as possible 
after.the arrival of the said Vessel in this Harbour, and more especially to be ready at all rimes 
to communicate with his Proctor relative to prosecuting the Claim tor the said Vessel; and that 
he the said Master never had any command nor controul over the said Vessel or the slaves on - 
board, and that he was always obliged to confo:m to the orders and regulations of the Prize- 
Master until he came on Shore. And the said Furtunato further says, that to his own personal 
knowledge the Master nor any one of the Crew of the said Brig had not any controul over the 
said Vessel and the slaves on board after ber arrival in this Port, vor since capturé. And that 
this Deponent and another man alone continued always on board, the Jad before-mentioned having 
quitted the Vessel soon after her arrival here, and the other man, an African, when the slaves got 
on Shore. And Deponents further say, that the means to controul the said slaves were never in , 
their possession or power, by reasou of the Crew aforesaid having been taken away by the Cap. 
turing Vessel, and retained as part of her Crew.” | | 
Whereupon the Commissioners absolutely and unconditionally confirmed so much of the Re- 
gistrar’s Report, as he stated his opinion the Claimant was entitled to, for costs of suit and speciat 
‘damages and expences occasioned to the said Brig by detention ; but, for the reasons set forth in 
the Decree (K), only conditionally confirmed the remainder of the said Report, that is to say, 
they only confirmed the same, in the event of the British and Brazilian Governments agreeing and 
declaring that the same ought to be confirmed, according to the true intent and meaning of the’ 
‘Convention between Great Britain and Portugal for preventing illicit Traffick in Slaves, but not, 
otherwise, — (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON, 


(A.)—Reeistrar's Report of Casts, Damages, and Lxpences. 


‘ To the trusty and well-beloved the Commissary-Judges, named in the Mixed Commission. 
established at Sierra Leone. 


WHEREAS by your Decree of the 9th day of May 1826, you pronounced the Brig dc- 
tivo, Carg» and Slaves to have belonged as claimed, and decreed the same to be restored to 
the Claimant for the use ef the Owner and Proprietor thereof, with costs, damages, and expences, 
and referred the consideration of such costs, damages, and expences to your Registrar, and that . 
he should report the amount thereaf. Now 1 do most humbly report, that, having received an 
Account of the same, brought in on behalf of the Claimant, and having taken the same, together 
with what was urged by the Agents of the Parties on both sides, into consideration, [ am of opinion 
that the Claimant is entitled, uoder your Decree, to the several sums mentioned in the Schedule 
thereunto annexed. All which is humbly submitted by 


May 26,1886,5- 7 - _. (Signed). WAL SMITH, Registrar, 
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Schedule of Costs, Damages and Expences: 


£55 0s. |Claimed as Costs of Suit. 
Allowed by agreement between both Purties ~ 


First, Special Damages and Expences occcasioned 
to the Brig by detention. 


£25 Gs. [Claimed for a Jolly-boat. 
Allowed by Proctor for Captors to have been 

broken up by their orders. The boat is stated 

to have been at the time of detention in an un- 

sound state, although she was used after Brig’s 

arrival in this Harbour. I therefore allow the 

sum of £12. for this Claim — #18 being the 

lowest amount a Boat answering the same pur- 

pose could be purchased for here; the difference 

' I deduct for wear and tear of the one destroyed - 


£12 Qs. [Claimed for caulking Brig’s long Boat. 
Allowed by agreement between both Parties = 


£75 4s. |Claimed for a new cable of 12 inch 80 fathoms long, 
and an anchor Jost by the Captors off the Island o! 

Bannanas. 

Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


£12 12g, jClaimed for 2 coils of new rope on board at the 
time of detention, but now missing, and which do 
not appear to have been used for the Brig - 


£3 8s. |Claimed for 2 bolts of canvass, 4 being on board a! 
the time of detention, and 2 only now remaining. 


£18 Os. [Claimed for 6 bolts of duck, used or made away 
with by the Captors. 


The Proctor for Captors is not willing to allow the 
above 2 charges, but brings no proof that those 
articles were not on board at the time of Brig's 
detention ; while the Proctor for Claimant pro- 
duces in proof the Affidavits of the Master and 

.| Cook, the latter of whom swears he saw them 
cut up by the Captors. I therefore allow the sum 
charged, the canvass and duck being new - - 


£20 Os. [Claimed for 1 lower, } top-mast, and | top-gallant 
steering sails. . 

Allowed by agreement between both Parties, de- 

ducting one-third for new * - - - 


£4 6s. {Claimed for loss of log lines, fishing lines, twine 
to make and repair sails, and cotton twist. 
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


£3 8. (Claimed for 2 muskets and 4 cutlasses, 
I allow 20s, each for the muskets, and 2s. 6. each 
for the cutlasses - ~ a « s : 


£35 0s. {Claimed for casks supposed to have been burnt, us 
the hoops are still on board, 
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


£12 10s. |Claimed for 100 gallons of aquadente, used by the 
Captors, at 5s. per gallon. . 
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


£2 10s. {Claimed for 15 gallons of vinegar used by the 
Captors. 
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


£3 0s. |Claimed for a cask of palm-oil used by the Slaves 
and others since detention. 

Allowed by agreement between both Parties, 30 

gallons at 2s. per gallon. = - - 


£6 5e, [Claimed for a cask of olive-oil (25 yallons) not 
now to be found on board. 
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


Carried forward = £ 
Pp 


£20 Os. 
£60 Os. 


£1 15s. 


£588 Os. 


£66 Os. 


£10,167 10s. 


£4150 Os. 


May 26, +826. 
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Brought forward — - 
Claimed for wooding and watering Brig for Sea. 
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


Claimed for property belonging to the Master, 
which is stared to have been used, taken away, 
or destroyed by Captors. 

f do not allow this charge, as 1 conceive the Mas- 
ter to have been very neglectful in almost aban- 
doning the Brig, and thereby not taking due 
care of his own property - ~ ~ - 


Claimed to replace cabin stores for Seas - - 


Claimed for provisioning Brig for Sea. 
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


Claimed for use of a Canoe, 7 days at 5s. per diem. 
This charge is made in consequence of the Boat of 
the Brig being at present umserviceable—which 
I allow - - - ° - - - 


SECONDLY,— 


Claimed for demurrage, from the Ist of February 
to the 9th of May 1826 (98 days at £6. per day) 
detained Brig being 149 tons butthen per Pass- 

ort, 

Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


Claimed for 11 additional day’s demurrage, being 
froin the period of the Sentence of Restitution 
to the closing of the Case 

Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 


° 


No charge made under the Head of the Turrp 
Item 

FourTHLY,— 

Claimed for the total loss of 166 slaves, value at 
the Place of destination (Pernambuco) 300 dol- 
lars each, each dollar being equal to 4s. id. 
British sterling money; the slaves were on 
board when the Brig was detained and brought to 
Sierra Leone for Adjudication, have been restored 
by decree of Court, but are not now on board. 

163 slaves having been proved to be the number 
that escaped from the Brig, and that the 
value of each slave, at the Place of destination, 
is 254 mil reas, equal at 800 reas per dollar to 
3174 dollars; therefore, deducting the 174 dol- 


lars for charges and commission on the sale of 


each slave, 1 allow the sum charged for each o! 
the 163 slaves, being in conformity with the Sth 
Article of the Reyulations for the Mixed Com- 

lission, annexed to the Convention between 
is Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty The 
King of Portugal, signed at London, 28th Jaly 
1817—163 at 300 dol. (4s. Id.) each, £61 5s. 


SIXTHLY,— 


Claimed for 5 per cent. on total of capital em- 

_ employed, valued at £9000. 

This estimate I consider as greatly exceeding the 
amount of money eniployéd. On referring to an 
Invoice of a similar cargo on board of a Vessel 
brought in here for Adjudication, as is stated to 
hive been on board the ‘* Activo,’’-and the De. 
claration of the Master, that the principal arti- 
cles of his outward cargo consisted of 2100 rolls 
of tobacco and 12 pipes of aquadente, which, to- 
gether with the value of the Brig, I estimate 
the whole at £3000, and have allowed ‘upon 
that sum 5 per cent. in accordance with the 8th 
Article of the Convention, as stated in the last 
charge - * - ° * - : 


tn. 
SS 
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quae o- [oe ge co | ae 


Total Amount - 


(Signed) 
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WM. SMITH. 
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(B.)\—Affidarit of the Captor’s Proctor. 


APPEARED personally John Dean Lake, of Freetown, in the said Colony, Proctor, on behalf 
of Captain James Arthur Murray, and the Officers and Crew of His Majesty's Ship ‘‘ Atholl,” 
who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on or about the 1 6tk day of February fast, the said 
Brig ‘* Activo,”’ with 163 slaves on board, arrived in this Harbour, having been detained by His 
Majesty's Ship ‘* Atholl" for being engaged in the illicit Traffick in slaves, in charge of Lieute- 
nant Robert Lee Stephens of that Ship; that on the day after ber arrival, the Papers and Doeu- 
ments were lodged in the Registry of ihe above Court ; that there came up as Witnesses, in the 
-said Case, the Portuguese Master, Louis Pinto de Arayjo, the first and second Cook, and a Bov, 
all belonging to the said Brig; that about 8 days after the said Briy’s arrival in this Port, the 
Master, Joze Pinto de Araujo, with one of the Cgoks, proceeded to the Shore, from whence he 
refused to returu; that the Deponent, in company with the said Lieutenant Robert Lee Stephens, 
proceeded to the House where the said Master, Louis Pinto de Araujo, was residing ; that the said 
Lieutenant requested the said Master, Louis Pinto de Araujo, to proceed on board the said Brig, 
when the said Master, Louis Pinto de Araujo, in this Deponent’s hearing, told the said Lieute- 
nant “that he bad nothing more to do with the said Brig * Activo,” as she was detained against 
his will ;"’ that the Deponent asked the said Master, Louis Pinto de Araujo, if he would give his 
consent tor the said slaves to be landed, which the said Master declined, on the grounds of his 
having nothing more fo do with the said Brig ‘* Activo ;” that at the request of the said Master, 
his private property was sent on Shore to him; that on or about the 4th day of April last, the 
said Lieutenant Robert Lee Stephens received a written order from Captain William Fitz-William 
Owen, of His Majesty's Ship “‘ Leven,” to leave the said Brig *¢ Activo,” and proceed on board 
His Majesty's Ship ‘‘ Romney” for a passage to England, at the same time taking the Prize Crew - 
on board of His Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Leven ;’’ that in consequence thereof, this Deponent sent on 
board the said Brig ‘‘ Activo’” 6 men to take charge of the Vessel and Slaves; that on the 29th 
day of April last this Deponent did consider, for the benefit of the Caprtors, to call upon the Proc- 
tor for the Claimant to take charge of the said Brig and Slaves, by forwarding the Letter 
marked (1); that thereupon Deponent received from Claimant's Proctor the Letter marked (2) 
jn Answer thereto; that on the same day this Deponent forwarded to the Claimant's Proctor the 
Letter marked (3), and received in Answer the Letter marked (4) with its Enclosure (5) ; that 
during the said 29th and 30th days of April, and Ist day of May last, the said sluyes, growing 
impatient.at vot being Janded, and having, as this Deponent verily believes, been informed, by 
what meaus your Deponent knoweth not, there was no likelihood of their beiuy emancipated, did 
by force and arms escape from tbe said Brig “ Activo,” and land in this Colony, as may be scen 
by two Affidavits of the Shipkeepers filed in the Registry of this Court; that on their landing ia 
this Colony they were impsediately seized by the Acting Collector of Duties, as may be seen by 
the Affidavit marked (D); that this Deponent applied personally to his Honoyr the Acting 
Governor, far permission to replace the said slaves on board the said Brig ‘‘ Activo,’’ which per- 
mission his Howour the Acting Governor refused to grant, on the grounds tbat they could not be 
dealt with as slaves, being at Jarge in this Colony 5 that this Deponent Lath used all the diligence 
jn bis power to keep the said slaves in the state they were brought ia for Adjudication, and that 
mone of the said slaves came oa Shore with this Deponeut’s sanction or knowledge, save and 
except 6 slaves, who, after being examined by the Court, were sately placed on board again ; and 
further, that this Deposent baving given notice to the Claimant’s Proctor that be, on behalf of 
the Captors, declined praceeding any farther in the said Cause, did discontinue on the 29th day 
of April lust to provision the said slaves. (Signed) JOHN DEAN LAKE. 
Sworn before me, this 12th June 1826, 

(Signed) War. SuitH, Registrar. 


The Sub-Enclosures 1 to 5, are contained in the ‘‘ Supplemental Repost of the Case.” 


(C.)\— Affidavit of the Claimant's Proctor. 


PERSONALLY appeared William Henry Savage, who, heing duly sworn, maketh oath, and saith 
that he bas read ‘the Affidavit ef John Dean Lake, Prector in this Cause ( Brig “ Activo’’), on behalf 
of the Captors; that the alkisions made to this Deponent, as Proctor for Claimants in the said 
Cause, are true; that the Letter (I) was received by this Deponent, and the Letter (2) is the 
Answer thereto ; that the Letter (3) this Deponent does not recollect receiving, but the purport 
of the said Letter was communicatetl tohim, the Deponent, verbally, to the best of his knowledge 
cand belief.; that the Letter (4) with the Enclosure (5) were sent to the said John Dean Lake, 
as Proctor aforesaid, by this Deponent. — (Signed) W. H. SAVAGE, 
‘Sworn before me, this ]2th day of June 1826, 

(Signed) Ww. SmitH, Registrar. 


The Sub-Enclosures 1 to 5, are contained in the ‘ Supplemental Report of the Case.” 


(D.)—Afidavit of the Acting Collector of Dukes. 


APPEARED personally Thomas Cole, Esquire, Acting Collector of Duties in and for the 
Colony of Sierra ‘Leone, and Assistant Chief Superintendent of Liberated Africans in and for the 
same, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on or about the-29th and following day of - 
the month of April last, he, this Deponent, (whose Office is situated contiguous to the Sea), saw 
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number ot black persons in a Boat pulling from the said Brig (‘‘Activo’’) towards the Publick 
“Watering-place of this Colony, where they landed, and whilst standing on the Beach he, this 
Deponent, sent one of the Clerks employed in the Liberated African Department, to ascertain who 
and what they were, when he understood they had forcibly made their escape trom the said Brig, 
where they had been confined without a sufficient quantity of tuod being issued for their subsist- 
ence; that shortly afterwards he, this Deponent, reported the circumstance to Mr. Reffell, the 
Colonial Secretary and Chief Superintendent of Liberated Africans, in the absence of his Honour 
the Acting Governor, (who had not reached ‘Town from ‘his Country resideuce), who directed this 
Deponent to take charge of and safely keep the said persons who had so escaped on Shore ; that on 
the Deponent afterwards waiting on bis Honour the Acting Governor, with the Colonial Secretary, 
who reported what bad been done in this Case, the said Deponent received a verbal order from bis 
Honour the Acting Governor, tu treat the said persons, who had thus escaped and were then on 
Shore, in the same light and manner, as Emancipated Negroes, and that in consequence the said 
persons were so dealt with accordingly. | (Signed) THOS. COLE. 


Sworn before me, this 13th day of June 1826, 
(Signed) Ww. Suiru,’ Registrar. 


(E.)— The Acting Collector of Duties to the Registrar. 


Sir, Sierra Leone, May 2d, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to aequaint you, that 163 slaves, brought into this Harbour in the Portu- 
guese Brig ‘‘ Activo,”’ have made their escape from that Vessel, and that I have, as Collector of 
this Port, taken charge of the said slaves. I have the honour to be, &c. 


Wm, Smith, Esq. (Signed) THOS. COLE. 


(F.)—Afidavit of George Springle, Mariner. 


PERSONALLY uppeared, George Springle, of Sierra Leone, Mariner, who, being duly sworn, 
deposeth and saith, that, on the 6th day of March last, by order of Mr John Dean Lake, (on 
Dehalf of the Captors), he, this Deponent, went on board and took charge of the detained Brig 
‘* Activo,” J. P. de Araujo, Master, with a Cargo of Slaves, in the capacity of Ship-Keeper, 
the said Brig laying at anchor in the Harbour of Sierra Leone; that there likewise went on board 
said Vessel 5 men to assist this Deponent, besides 2 men who were on board, being part of the 
original Portuguese Crew, making in all & men, that on Friday the 28th of April last, the said 
slaves became very riotous and disorderly, and expressed, by signs and gestures, to this Deponent, 
that, if they were not allowed to go on shore, they would jump overboard ; that in consequence 
of this threat, Deponent armed himself and the Crew, and stationed the Crew in different parts of 
the said Brig during the whole of Friday mght; that, on the tollowing day, no provisions being 
on board fur the said slaves, Deponent came on Shore to apply for some, giving orders to the man 
left in charge not to allow any person tu quit the Brig; that, as this Deponent was going down 
to the Beach to return on board, he saw 21 of tlhe said slaves landing themselves from the Brig; 
that he immediately proceeded on board, and found the Long-boat, which was made fast astern 
alongside, witb sbout 70 slaves in her; that himselfand the Crew threatened to fire into the Boat 
af they did not come out of her; that, on this, a number of the slaves threatened, as before stated, 
to throw this Deponent and the Crew overboard; that this Deponent was afraid to make use of 
his arms, it being bis firm belief that, if he had, himself and the Crew would immediately have 
been overpowered and murdered; and that, in the inean time, the said Slaves who were ie the 
Long-Boat pushed from the Vessel and gained the Shore; that about 6 o'clock in the t ing 
of the same day, a quantity of rice and palm-oil came on board for the use of the said slaves ; 
that, when supper was prepared for them, they refused it, alleging “ that they would not eat until 
allowed to go on Shore ;" that on the whole of Sunday the 30th, they still refused their provisions, 
but appeared to this Deponent more moderate and less riotous ; that, to prevent their getting the 
Long- boat, Deponent anchored her about a cable's length from the said Vessel, and hoisted the 
Jolly-boat up to the stern of the said Brig; that at day-light, on the morning of the Ist instant, 
the said Slaves armed themselves with pieces of iron hoops, billets of wood, and old knives, stolen 
from the Cabin, headed by six of the most powerful, who had heretofore acted in the capacity of 
Boatswains, and had assisted in checking the former disturbances ; that part of them proceefed 
tolower down the Jolly- boat, whilst the rest, armed as before stated, defended them ; that, having 
gor the Jolly-boat in the water, 4 of the said Slaves went and brought the Long-boat alongside, into 
which they all got, and proceeded for the Shore. (Signed) GEORGE SPRINGLE. 


Sworn before axe this 4th day of May 1826. 
(Signed) Wx. Sita, Registrar. 


(G.)—Affiidarit of Bob Leigh, Mariner. 


PERSONALLY appeared, Bob Leigh, a native Mariner, who, being duly sworn, deposeth 
and saith, that he is employed to assist in taking care of the Brig © dctivo’ and Slaves; that, on 
Friday the 28th of April last, the Slaves acted in a most riotous manner; that in consequence 
he, this Deponeut, was under arms for the whole of then ght; that on Saturday the 29th ot April, 
about 12 o’clock in the forenoon, the said slaves armed themselves with bludgeons, pieces of repe, 
iron hoops, &c., and seized upon a Boat, (belonging to the Shore), which was laying astern of 
‘the said Brig, and the Long-boat of the said Brig, 21 Slaves getting into the tormer and about 70 
in the latter; that on this Deponent going to them to get them out of the HKoat, they beld up 
their bludgeons, whilst others drew their knives across their throats, and then pointed to the 
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qrater; that Deponent verily believes if he had struck one, himself and the Crew would have 
been instantly murdered; that the said Slaves reached the Shore in safety; that, on Saturday 
evening, the Slaves remaining on board refused to eat their supper, and that they ate vothing on 
‘Sunday; that on the morning of the Ist instant, about gun-hre, the remaining slaves again 
armed themselves, and proceeded to seize upon the Boats, menacing every one wbo opposed them; 
that he, this Deponent, was so alarmed, and thinking lis life in danger, ran out to the jib-boom 


end, and hailed a Government Sloop laying near for assistance, which did not arrive until the said’ 


Slaves had got on shore. (Signed) ~ BOB LEIGH, bis x Mark. 


Sworn before me this 4th day of May 1826. a 
(Signed) Ww. Smitu, Registrar. 


7 
ry \ 


(H.)—Afidavit and Petition of Joze Pinto de Araujo, Master. 


PERSONALLY appeared, Joze Pinto de Araujo, who, being duly sworn, maketh oath ana 
‘saith, that the circumstances stated in the.within Petition (1) are in every respect true to this 
Deponent’s knowledge and beliet, and that the annexed Paper Writing, marked (2), this Depo- 
neut believes to be of the haud-writing of the Proctor for Captors, and was delivered unto this, 
Deponent by the Proctor of this Deponent as being received by him from the said Proctor. 

(Signed) JOZE PINTO DE ARAUJO. 
Sworn this 9th day of May 1826, before me, 
(Signed) Ww. Sairu, Registrar. 


(1.)—Petition of Jose Pinto de Araujo, Master, 

Sheweth, | 

THAT vour Petitioner's Proctor bath put into the hands of your Petitioner the accompinying 
Letter, * by which your Petitioner is apprised that the Captors of the said Brig forbear any further 
proceeding in the Cause, : a 

That your Petitioner is informed, and does believe that no attention is now 
duties of the said Brig * Activo,” in pumping and cleaning her as usual. 

That the whole of the slaves on board have quitted the said Brig, and are now on Shore, but 
that your Petitioner knows not by whose means or by whose orders. 

That the ground tackling of the said Brig, from ber long laying in this Harbour, is Hable to part, 
from the severe winds which occasionally blow at this Season in’ tornadoes, 

Wherefore your Petitioner most humbly prays your Honourable Court to appoint such early 
day, as to ‘your Honours may seem fit, whereon to pronounce Judgment in the said Cause, and 


paid to the ordinary 


thereby enable your Petitioner to know in what manner to proceed with the said Brig forthe benefit. 


of those concerned therein. And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, 


. {>igned) JOZE PINTO DE ARAUJO. 


* See the “* Supplemental Report” (1.) ae 


(J.)— Affidavit of the Master and Cook, and Petition of Proctor for 


Claimants. 


‘ . 


PERSONALLY appeared Jozé Pinto de Araujo, Master of the ‘said Brig ‘© Activo,” and Furs * 


ttunado Mina, Cook of the said Vessel, who, being duly sworn, make oath and say, that at thetime 
the said Brig was brought into this Harbour fer Adjudication, by His Majesty’s Ship-of-War 
*¢ Atholl,” James Ar hur Murray, Commander, the Deponents, one other Atrican, and a lad, were 
all the Persons of the said Brig’s original Crew on board as atoresaid, who were broughe up in 
the said Brig; that the remainder of the Crew, {that is to say,) the Pilot, Boatswain, Clerk and 
15 sailors were taken on board the ‘* Atholl,’’ and Deponents believe, left this Colony in the said 
Vessel, and that they never did again join the said Bri after being taken out of her on the night 
of the day the said Vessel was so as atoresaid detained ; that he, the said Master, was sick without 
necessary provision, and did therefure come on Shose as soon as possible after the arrival of the 
said Vessel in this Harbour, and more especially to be ready at all times to communicate with his 


Proctor relative to prosecuting tbe Claim tor the said Vessel, and that he, the said Master, never | 


had any command nor controul over the said Vessel or the Slaves on board, and that he was 
always obliged to conform to the Orders and Regulations of the Prize-Master, until he came on 
Shore; and the said Fortunado further says, that to lis own personal knowledge the Master, nor 
any one of the Crew of the said Brig, had not any controul over the said Vessel and the Slaves on 
board after her arrival in this Port, vor since capture; and that this Deponent and another 
man alone continued always on board, the lad betore-mentioned having quitted the Vessel soon 
after her arrival here, and the other man, an African, when the slaves got on shore. And De- 
ponents further say that the means to controul the said slaves were never in their possession of 
power, by reason of the Crew aforesaid having been taken away by the capturing Vessel, and rez 


tained as part of ber Crew. (Signed) — JOZE PINTO DE ARAUJO. 
: his : 
Swore before me this 10th day of June 1826. FURTUNADO x MINA 


. ] 
: 


wark, 


(Signed) Wa, Smitu, Registrar. 
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Petition of the Proctor, on behalf of the Claimant of the Brig “ Activo." 


Sheweth, 

THAT in proof that the escape of the slaves from the said Brig “ Activo,”’and in proof that. 
no means were in the power of him, the said Master, by his Crew, to prevent the same, your 
Petitioner most humbly prays that the annexed Affidavit may be filed and receive the consideration 
of your Honourable Court. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


June 10th, 1826. | ' (Signed) W. H. SAVAGE. 


(K.)—Decree of the Commissioners. 


THIS day, in pursuance of the directions of the Court of the Sth day of the month of June last, 
«* that the proof of the Circumstance of the escape of the 163 Slaves from the said Brig (“* Activo"') 
should be more particularly detailed, and brought before it, together with all Correspondence and 
Communications that had taken place between the Proctors in the Cause, and His Majesty's Colonial 
Authorities, on the subject of the said Slaves, supported by Affidavits; °* the following Documents 
relative to the same were brought in and filed in the Registry of the said Court, and were this day 
read,—to wit :— : 


Ist.—The Affidavit of John Dean Lake, the Proctor for the Captor, sworn, June $2, 1826. 
24. —The Affidavit of William Henry Savage, the Proctor for the Claimant, swora, June 12, 1826, 
3rd.—Letter from John Dean Lake to William Henry Savage, dated, April 29, 1826, 
dth.—Letter from William Henry Savage to John Dean Luke, dated, same day. . 
5th.—Letter from John Dean Lake to William Henry Savage, dated, same day. 
6th.— Letter from William Henry Savage to John Dean Lake, dated, same day. 
- 7th.—Letter from K. Macaulay, Acting Governor, to William Henry Savage, dated, same day. 
Sth.—A ffidavit ot Thomas Cole, Acting Collector, sworn, June 13, 1826. a | 


The following Documents, relative to the same subject, were also this day read, Viz. :— 


Ist —The Letter of Mr. Thomas Cole, Acting Collector, to the Registrar of this Court, dated, 
May 2, 1826. 

2d.— Affidavit of George Springle, sworn, May 4, 1826. 

3d.—Affidavit of Robert Lee, sworn May 4, 1826. — 

Attn —Petition and Affidavit of Jozé Pinto de Araujo, the Master, sworn May 9, 1826, enclos- 
ing Duplicate of Letter aforesaid, from John Dean Lake to W. H. Savage, of the 29th of April 

St : 

The Report ot the Registrar being also read, the said Commissioners confirmed so much of the 
same, as the Registrar therein stated his opinion the Claimant was entitled to, for Costs of Suit 
and Special Damages and Expences occasioned to the said Brig by detention, and in pursuance 
thereof, the said Commissioners did award and decree that James Arthur Murray, Esquire, the 
Captor in this Case, do pay to the said Jozé Pinto de Araujo, the Claimant, orto his lawful 
Attorney or Attornies, for kis use, absolutely and unconditionally, the sum of £ 206. 2s. 8d. 
sterling money of Great Britain, for the said Costs of Suit, and tor. Special Damages ‘and Ex- 

ences occasioned to the said Brig by ber detention. 

And notwithstanding it appeared to the Commissioners by the Affidavits, and other Doeamente 
this day read, that the loss of the slaves might, in some measure, have been caused by the neglect 
of the Captor or his Agent, who had the charge aud possession of them, and also of the suid 
Brig, in consequence of bis not furnishing them with food on the 29th day of April last, yet the 

Commissioners could not believe or conclude this to have been either tbe principal or the sole 
cause of the said Slaves leaving the Vessel. and coming on Shore ; and although the Commis- 
sioners would not attempt to justify the mode in which the Claimant had been deprived of bis 
slaves, nor the conduct of the Captor'or his Agent, in not taking proper precaution to prevent 
those slaves leaving the Vessel, nevertheless, they conceived themselves bound to dectare their 
opinion, that the absolute and unconditional confirming. the whole of the Registrar’s Report 
would be contrary to the principles of equity, and would, in point of tact, be rewarding the 
Claimant, not only for a breach of the Convention between Great Britain and Portugal for the 
prevention ot the illicit Slave-trade, but for a breaclr of the Laws of his own Country. 

The Commissiouers, at the same time that they consitered the illegal conduct: of the Captor 
in making this seizure to the South ofthe Equator, in direct opposition to bis Instructions, could 
not Jose sight of conduct much more illegal on the part of the Claimant, in carrying on the Slave- 
trade to the North of the Equator, contrary to the Licence granted him in his Passport by the 
Authorities of the Brazilian Government, and iv defiance of the Convention aforesaid, and of the 
Laws of Portngal and Brazil. 

The Conmissioners baving: farther considered that, by the Convertion aforesaid, there is 
no Appeal trom their Judgment in this Case, and having also considered it to be most desirable 
that some additional Measures:should be adopted by the. British and Brazilian Governments, forthe 

" prevention of such glaring. violations of the. Convention as the present, have, therefore, in the hope 
that this Case-may particularly call forth the sttention of both Governments, only conditionally 
confirmed ‘the remaining: past ofithe Registrar's Report ; and, therefore, the said Commissioners 
did further award and decree that the said James Arthur Murray, Esq. the Captor in this 


SrerkA Leong, (Portugal and Brazil.) 59 


Case, do pay to the said Jozé Pinto de Araujo, the Claimant, or his lawful Attorney or Attornies, for 
his use, the sum of £654 sterling money of Great Britain, tor the demurrage of the said Brig, 
provided the British and Brazilian Governments agree and declare that the said sum ought to be 
so paid, according to the true intent and meaning of the said Convention between Great 
Britain and Portugal for the prevention of illicit Slave-trade, but not otherwise. 

And the said Commissioners did further award and decree, that the said James Arthur 
Murray, Esq. do pay to the said Jozé Pinto de Araujo, or bis lawful Attorney or Attornies, for 
his use, the further sum of £9,983 15s. sterling money of Great Britain, for the total loss of 163 slaves, 
provided, as before, that the British and Brazilian Governments agree and declare, that the said sum 
ought to be so paid, accordiag to the true intent and meaning of the Convention aforesaid, but 
not otherwise. 

And the said Commisstoners did further award and decree that the said James Arthur 
Murray, Esq. do pay to the said Juzé Pinto de Araujo, or his lawful Attorney or Attornies; for 
bis use, the further sum ot £150, sterling money of Great Britain, being for Interest on the 
estimated Capital employed in the purchase and maintenance of her Cargo, provided, as before, 
that the British and Brazilian Governments agree and declare that the said sum ought to be so paid, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the Convention aforesaid, but not otherwise. 

| (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS 
lst July 1826; D. M. HAMILTON. 


No. 44. 
D. M. Hamilton, Esg.to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. ( Received Qct. 16.) 


Sie, Sterra Leone, August 15, 1826. | 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year of the 
Reign of His present Maiesty, intituled “ An Act to amend and consolidate 
the , ee relating to the Abolition of the Slave-trade ;” and in obedience to 
the Instructions received from. Mr. Secretary Canning relative to the same, 
I beg leave to enclose a List or Return of all the Cases of Portuguese Vessels 
which have been adjudicated in the British and Portuguese Courts of Mixed 
Commission established at this Place, from the Ist day of January to the 
30th day of June 1826, both days inclusive. 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON. 


&c. &e. &c. 
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No. 45. 
D. MW. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Nov. 14.) 


Sir, Sterra Leone, September 20, 1826. 


I BEG leave to enclose Copy of a Letter to me from Mr. Smith, 
the Registrar of the Courts of Mixed Commission, pointing out an error in 
favour of the British Government, in his Report of Costs and Damages in 
the Case of the Brig “ .fctwvo,” reported to you by His Majesty’s late Com- 
missary Judge and myself, under date the 10th of June last, a Supplement to 
which Report was subsequently transmitted by me, under date of the 
25th of July following. 

I most respectfully beg to assure you, Sir, that not only the Registrar, but 
the British Commissioners, labour under the greatest difficulties in procuring 
data whereon to found their Judgment of the amount of Costs and Damages 
that ought to be awarded in Cases of the Restitution of Portuguese and Bra- 
zilian Vessels. | 

I should not be doing justice to my feclings, were I not to state to 
you the steady and unremitting support I have experienced from Mr. Smith 
the Registrar, in the performance of the duties of the Mixed Commis- 
sions, since the death of my Friend and Colleague, Mr. Williams, and I 
beg most respectfully to recommend him as a most zealous and active 
Officer. | 

The error mentioned in his Letter, so far as it applies to the “ Perpetuo 
Defensor,” can be easily altered, that Case not being yet finally settled. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. Geogre Canning. (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON. 


&c. &c. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 45. 


Wilham Smith, Esq. to D. M. Hamilton, Esq. 


Sar, Sierra Leone, September 13, 1826. 


IN the recent Case of the Brazilian Brig “ Activo,’’ which was restored to the Claimant by 
- Decree of the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission, on the 9th May 1826, 
the Court referred the consideration of the Costs, Damages, and Expences occasioned to the said 
Brig by detention, to the Registrar, and that he should report the amount thereof. On 
the 26th of the same Month I made the Report accordingly, ufter having taken every possible 
means in my power to ascertain the correctness of the different Charges, before I submitted 
them to tbe Court for its Award thereon. 

On referring to the said Report, I find that 14,000 reis, or 172 Spanish dollars, calculating 
the latter to be worth 800 reis, is the amount I have allowed, as being the sum payable for 
duties, charges and commission, collectively, on the importation and sale of each slave into Brazil. 


At the time I made that Report, I conscientiously believed, from the best information | could. 


obtain, that that sum was the full amount paid, and it was not until a few days since, on 
perusing the Correspondence with Foreign Powers, relating to the Slave-trade, 1825, 
1826, Class 13, presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of His Majesty, 1826, 
and which arrived in His Majesty’s Ship ‘* North Star," from Mr. Canning, on the 4th of 
August last, that I perceived in Mr. Vice Consul Follett’s Letter to Mr. Canning, dated Bahia, 
25th January 1625, that the duties payable on the importation there of each slave are 22,000 reis, 
a sum considerably above what 1, in my Report in the Case of the * Activo,” allowed, 
without charges or commission: and I consider it my duty to enter into this explanation, 
in the hope that you, Sir, will make a representation to Mr, Canning on the subject, as 
there is a discrepancy in the amount of the same charge, in the Accounts of the ‘ Perpetuo 
Detensor’® and ‘* Activo” which appears to me to require it. 

I further beg to state that you, Sir, being fully aware of the difficulties in this Colony which 
the Registrar has to contend with, to ascertain the truth of the charges made, in Cases where 
Restitution is decreed, will, I am convinced, make every favourable allowauce, for errors which 
will unavoidably happen, as in the ‘‘ Activo’s’’ Case, and that you will acquit me of partiality, 
either to Captors or Claimants, in the performance of my publick duties. 

Ihave the honour to be, &c. 
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. (Signed) WM. SMITH. 


R 
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No. 46. 
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received December 22.) 


(Extract.) _ Szerra Leone, October 12, 1826, 


I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, the Report of the Case of the 

razilian Brig “ Perpetuo Defensor,” whereot Antonio Mauricio de Men- 
donea was Master: she was seized by His Majesty’s Ship Maidstone,” Com- 
modore Bullen, on the 18th of April last, on her Voyage, as stated by the 
Master, from Molembo to Rio Janeiro, but, as proved to the Court, from 
Badagry, in 6.18. North Latitude, to Rio Janciro, with a Cargo of 424 Slaves. 
This seizure was made to the South of the Equator, and in sight of the Island 
of Anna Bona. 

On her arrival at Sicrra Leone, on the 23d of May foilowing, the slaves on 
board were found to be ina most wretched state of suffering, from being 
afflicted with diarrhoea, dysentery and small pox, and it was deemed requi- 
site, to. prevent the introduction of the latter disease into the Colony, to 
place her under Quarantine; and in consequence of the representations ot 
Commodore Bullen, and of the advice of the Colonial Surgeon, the sick and 
healthy slaves were scparated from each other, and the latter put on board 
one of the Government Colonial Vessels, then lving unemployed in the 
VJarbour; this was done by order of the Colonial Council, the Acting Go- 
vernor being absent at the time in the River Gambia. 

The cause of seizure, as alleged by the Captor, viz: the having a British 
subject confined on board asa slave, was not considered by the Court suth- 
cient to bring the Case within its jurisdiction, and the Captor was requested 
to proceed in the usual manner for a breach of the Convention, but this he 
declined doing, and voluntarily restored both the Vessel and Slaves to the 
Master. | 

The Master not being satisfied with only receiving back his Vessel and 
Slaves, claimed from the Court, Costs, Damages and Iexpences, caused by the 
‘detention, and called on the Captor, by Monition, to proceed to Judgment 
in the Case; several Witnesses were therefore examined, who clearly proved 
the slaves had been taken on board at Badagry in North Latitude, upon 
which the Commissioners (the Claimant having been deprived of his slaves 
through the intervention of the Colonial Government), thought it would be 
most eligible in every respect to adjudicate the Cause on the same principles 
as they had decided that of the “ Activo,” and therefore, as in that Case, gave 
the Claimant only a conditional Decree for the Walue of the Slaves, and the 
greater part of the Demurrage, and awarded him, unconditionally, so much ~ 
as to enable him to pay the expences he had incurred while the Cause was 
depending, and to refit and victual his Vessel for a Voyage to Rio Janciro, 

I have the honour, herewith, to transmit, for your information, the Copies 
of 3 Decrees made in this Case, one of which is a final one. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON. 
&e. &e. Sc ° 7 | 


First Enclosure in No. 46. 


Report of the Case of the Brazilian Brig “ Perpetuo Defensor,” Antonio 
Mauricio de Mendonca, Auster. : 


THIS Brig, which was seized by His Majesty's Ship « Maidstone on the 1&th of April last,:. 
to the South of the Equator, arrived in the Harbour of Sierra Leone on the 23d day of Mav, 
and was immediately put under Quarantine by the proper Officer, in consequence of her having 
several cases of sinall pox on board. The Acting Governor of the Colony, Mr, Macaulay, being 
at that time absent on a visit to the Settlement inthe River Gambia, the Colonial Council, con- 
sidering the wretched and diseased state the slaves were in, ordered, from motives of humanity; 


the healthy to be separated froin the sick, the former to be put on board a Government Colonial 
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Wessel at that time lying unemployed in the Harbour, to be kept there during the time they should 
remain under Quarantine, and a considerable number were in consequence immediately removed, 
with the assistance of Commodore Bullen, to that Vessel. 

No proceedings, however, were takeu in the Case till the 3d of June, when the Ship's Papers, 
with the Affidavit of Lieutenanc Lyall of the ‘ Maidstone,” were brought into Court, and alse 
the Declaration of Commodore Bullen, the Captor, in which he sets forth, ‘¢thaton the 18th da 
of April 1826, being off the Island of Anna Bona, he detained the Brig ‘* Perpetuo Defensor,” 
sailing under Brazilian Colours, commanded by Antonia Mauricio de Mendonca, who declared her 
to be bound from Molembo to Rio Janeiro, with a Crew consisting of 54 men and boys, and 
having on board 424 slaves, who all respectively declared, by the assistance of an Interpreter, 
that they were taken on board at Badagry, in 6. 18. North Latitude, about 12 or 14 
days betore seizure; that soon after boarding and examining the said Vessel, a person of the name 
of Cackau, confined as a slave on board thereot, did claim from the Officer employed, British 
protection as being a British Subject then and there held in slavery, and which protection was 
immediately granted by him the said Charles Bullen, by detaining the said Brig ** Perpetuo De- 
fensor,’’ and sending her up to Sierra Leone, to answer tor detaining a British Subject ou board 
as u slave ; that the said Vessel appeared to be pertectly seaworthy, and was supplied with a suffi- 
cient quantity of water and provisions for the support of the said Crew and Slaves on their des- 
tined voyage to Rio Janeiro, but that no Log of any description bad been found or produced by 
the Master, with the exception of the false one from Molembo.”" This Declaration is dated the 
18th of April 1826, on board His Majesty's Ship ‘* Maidstone” off Anna Bona. 

Lieutenant Lyall in his Affidavit sets forth, ‘that Commodore Bullen being duly authorized 
and empowered, according to the provisions of jthe Additional Convention to the Treaty between 
His Britannick Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty, to make seizure of Vessels under Portu- 
guese Colours engaged in the Slave-trade, on the 18th day of April last, being off the Island of 
Anna Bona, they seized and detained the Brig or Vessel called “ Perpetuo Defensor,’’ whereof An- 
tonio Mauricio de Mendonca was Master, by reason that the said Brig had on board contined, as 
in slavery, a person declaring himself to be a British Subject, and claiming Britisi: protection.” 

In the Royal Passport, No. 498, one of the Ship's Papers, dated 29th of December 1025, it is 
stated “‘that the ‘* Perpetuo Detensor” of 212 aoe tons, and carrying 54 men, Antonio Mau- 
ricio de Mendonca, Master, and Joao Alvez da Silva Porto, Owner, Subjects of the Empire, is 
bound to the Port of Bahia, and trom thence to Cabinda, on the Western Coast of Africa, trom 
whence she is to return to Rio de Janeiro ; that the said Master and Owner are under an 
obligation to enter solely such Ports of the Coast of Africa, where the Slave-trade is permitted 
to the Subjects of the Empire.” On the same day (the 3d of June) an Affidavit of Edward Jet- 
freys, Surgeon of His Majesty’s Ship ‘* Maidstone,’? was also brought into Cowt, wherein he 
deposed ‘* that he professionally attended a person of the name of Cacow, who was confined as a 
slave on board the ‘* Perpetuo Detensor ;” that the said Cacow was removed from th2 said Brig 
eu board His Majesty’s Ship “ Maidstone’ for better attendance, where he expired on the 27th 
day of May last."". On the consideration of these Documents by the Court, it was intimated to 
Mr. Lake, the Proctor of Commodore Bullen, that unless he proceeded against the said Vessel 
and Slaves for illicit Slave-trade, in conformity to the Additional Convention to the ‘Treaty be- 
tween Great Britain and Portugal, for the prevention ot illicit Traffick in Slaves, the Court could 
not take cognizance of the Case: upon which intimation he refused to proceed further, and on 
the 13th of June offered to deliver up the Brig and Slaves to the Claimant's Proctor, Mr, Savage. 
On the 26th of June a Petition of the said Mr. Savage, supported by his Afhdavit, was brought. 
into Court, alleging, that he had received from Mr, Lake, the Proctor of Commodore Bullen, the 
Seizor, a written Communication, informing him, Mr. Savage, that he, Mr, Lake, on behalt of 
Commodore Bullen, was ready to deliver to the Master the said Brig and Slaves on board, and 
requesting him, Mr. Savage, to take immediate steps for taking charge of the said Vessel and 
Slaves; it was further alleged in the said Petition, that he, Mr. Savage, had endeavoured to 
obtain permission to communicate with the said Master, then on board the said Vessel, but, iu 
consequence of her being under strict Quarantine, he had not been able to do so, since the time 
of receiving instructions from the said Master to act as Proctor on his behalf, which was prior to 
his receiving the Communication from Mr, Lake as aforesaid ; wherefore he prayed that the cause 
of the said Brig might not suffer by reason that through the said Quarantine he was withbeld 
from communicating with the Master of her. 

On the 2ist day of June the Master of the Brig was released from Quarantine, and allowed to 
come on Shore, and on the 23d Mr. Savage brought into Court the Petition of the said Master, 
praying to be allowed to file his Claim, which was granied, and he, at the same time, brought in 
the Claim, with an Affidavit in support of it; ov the same day he brought in the written Com- 
munication before-wentioned, from Mr. Lake to himself, wherein the former offers to give up the 
Brig and Slaves; also a Petition, praying a Moniuon against the Captor, calling on bim to 
proceed to Adjudication, which was yranted and issued on the sane day. 7 he Claim is i of 
Antonio Mauricio de Mendonca, the Master of the said Biig, a Subject of Eis Imperial Majesty 
Nhe Emperor of the Brazils, for the said Ship, her tackle, apparel and furniture, goods, wares and 
merchandize, and 424 Atricans, or so many as were on board thereof at the (me of capture thereof, 
by His Majesty’s Ship « Maidstone,’? Commodore Charles Bullen, C. B. Commancer, and tor the 
walue of such slaves as may bave departed this lite since the said capture, as the suie property of 
Joao Alvez da Silva Porto, an inbabitant of Rio Janeiro, as protected by the ‘Treaty or Conven- 
tion between His Britannick Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty Phe King of Portugal, dated 
the 28th July 1817; and for all costs, charges, losses, damages, demurrage aud expences us have 
arisen, or shail or may arise, bv means of the capture and detention of the said Brig, and her Cargo, 
the 424 Africans aforesaid.” In the Affidavit in support of the same, the said Antouio Mauricio d 
Mendonca deposed to the truth of the matters aud things contained in the said Claim, and al 
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further deposed, ‘* that the said seizure (ook place on the 1Sth day of April last, in the prosecu- 
tion of the Voyage of the said Brig from Molembo, on the Coast of Africa, to Rio Janeiro, ia 
the Brazils, and was brought to Sierra Leone;”’ he further deposed, ‘‘ that ever since bis arrival in 
Sierra Leone he had been detained on board the said Brig, by reason of her having been placed 
under Quarantine until the 21st day of June now past, and that he, the Deponent, baa not before 
any Opportunity to proceed in his business, and in the Claim for the said Brig and the Cargo and 
Slaves ou board; that at the time the said Brig was detained as atoresaid, the Island of Anna 
Bona was about 8 miles distant, the said Brig being then to the South of the Equator, and in 
full view of the said Island.” | 

On the 25th of June, Mr. Macaulay, the Acting Governor, arrived from the River Gambia, 
and on the 26th, the Master, Antonio Mauricio de Mendonca, was produced, sworn and examined 
on the general Interrogatories, but nothing came out in his examination material for the Captors ; 
he swore that 473 slaves were taken on board at Moulembo from tbe shore, and that 49 died 
previous to capture 

On the 27th of June, the Court was informed, by cominand of the Acting Goveraor, that the 
said Brig was released from the Quarantine Regulations, and that the Government of the Colony 
would not provide or ration the slaves after that day. On the 29tb, the Court received a Letter 
trom the Colonial Secretary, stating, ‘ that by command of the Acting Governor, he enclosed, 
for the information of the Court, a Letter addressed to him by the Prize Master of the ‘* Per- 
petuo Defensor,” Mr. Tollervey (an Officer of His Majesty's Ship ‘* Maidstone’), and drew the 
atrention of the Court to the 32d Section of the Act or the 5th of George the 4th, Cap. 113, and 
requested to know whether the Commissioners considered that Claim to be applicable to the 
Court of British and Portuguese Mixed Commission, and if so, to express the Acting Governor's 
desire that the Court would be pleased to give the necessary instructions for carrying the same 
into effect."’ In the Biaclosure it is stated by Mr. Lollervey, that ‘* he having received directions 
from Mr. Lake, the Proctor for Commodore Bullen, to give up to the Portuguese Claimants the 
slaves in the ‘© Perpetuo Defensor” and the ‘ Susan,” Colonial Brig, on their claiming them on 
to-morrow (the 29th of June), that he therefore deemed it his duty to acquaint the Colonial 
Secretary, that from strong symptoms of discontent and anger manifested by the slaves to-day 
(the 28th), on some Person on the part of the Claimauts attempting to take their number in bis 
absence, and the clamorous manner in which he was surrounded on his return, that the ** Susan’ 
would not be safe on his leaving her and the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor’’ to-morrow (the 29th)."’ 

In the course of the day of the 29th of June, the Acting Governor and the Commissioners met, 
avhen the former observed, *‘ thathe conceived tbe slaves on board the ** Susan"’ had obtained their 
freedom by being on board a British Government Vessel,” to which the Commissioners answered, 
*‘that they thought otherwise,” and pointed out to bim the construction they put on the Act 
of Parliament in question, and the Treaties and Convention therein recited, and on the day 
following addressed a Letter to the Colonial Secretary, stating, ‘that in their opinion the Clause 
of the Act in question did not apply to the Court of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission,” 

On the 3'th of June, Mr. Savage, the Claimant’s Proctor, addressed a written Communication 
to the Court, with several Enclosures, in consequence, as he states, of the Communication from 
the Acting Governor to the Commissioners ; he sets forth ‘ that on the 27th of June, the Seizor’s 
Proctor addressed to bin a Letter as follows, containing an Enclosure, to wit ; 


«Sir, ‘ Sierra Leone, June 27, 1826. 


" €T beg leave to enclose you a Copy of a Letter I have just received trom Mr. Cole, the Col- 

Jector and Quarantine Master, respecting the support hitherto supplied the slaves on board the 
«¢ Perpetuo Defensor” and ‘* Susan,” and I beg leave to remind you, that there are no provisions 
now on board the Vessels, and to press upon your atrention the urgency of your victualling the 
said slaves. ‘I have the honour to be, &c. 


* WH. Savage, Esq. (Signed) ‘JOHN DEAN LAKE, for Commodore Bullen, C.B.”° 


«¢ The Enclosure is as follows : 


‘Sir, ‘ Sierra Leone, June 27, 1826. 


«THE Colonial Surgeon having reported to the Government that the contagious disease has 
totally disappeared from among the slaves on board the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor” and ‘* Susan,” and 
should, in consequence, be released from Quarantine, I am commanded to give you notice, that 
the support of these people (hitherto furnished by me) will be discontinued as soon as I receive 
instructions from bis Honour the Acting Governor to carry the recommendation of the Surgeon 
iuto effect. ‘ ‘lam, &c. 


4 John Dean Lake, Esq. (Signed) ‘THOMAS COLE, Colr. and Quarantine Master.’ 


<* Aud to which he madeimmediate Reply, declining to provision the slaves, for the reasons therein 
alleged.—‘The Reply was as follows : 


‘Sir, * Sierra Leone, 27th June 1826. 


‘IN reply to your’s of this date, I am requested by the Claimant, to say. that the ‘* Perpetuo 
Defensor,” had when seized, provisions adequate to the full supply of the Africans, the Cargo of 
the said Vessel during the voyage; that her baving been seized and brought to this Place, has 
consumed a period far beyond than necessary for the completion of the voyage, and if, therefore, 
the provisions are expended it can arise solely from this cause, aud not through any omission or 
fault of the Claimant, 
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‘I must inform you the Claimant is without the pecuniary means of procuring them food for 
their subsistence. The Seizors, or their Agent, therefore are called upon, for the cause of humanity 
in this Case, either to Petition the Colonial Government to provision them, or do it themselves, 


leaving the Costs thereof to after consideration. Thave the honour to be, &c. 
‘John Dean Lake, Esq. : (Signed) W. H. SAVAGE.’ 


‘* As in fact, from there being no Mercantile Communication in this Colony with any Portu- 
guese House, it was found impossible to raise money to effect such an object, as subsisting the 
slaves (upwards of 300 in number), without a guurantee; the Registrar of the Court having, 
however, since he, Mr. Savage, wrote the last Letter, distinctly stated to him, that the Judges of 
the Court did consider the Claimant bound to support the slaves, and that, if not fed, should any 
thing arise to cause a deterioration of their number, it would fall on the Claimant, be resolved to- 
become guarantee for the supplies, to prevent any unfortunate result dwing the uncertainty exist- 
ing, and gave directions that they should be provided for accordingly, and on the 28th instant, 
provisions were sent on board both Vessels, which, however, be had some difficulty in getting 
received. On the same day he wrote the following Letter, to the Proctor of the Seizor, to inform 
him of his intentions : | 


« SIR, ‘ Sierra Leone, 28th June 1826. 


‘I BEG leave to acquaint you that T have received directions from the Claimant in the Case 
of the Brig ‘‘ Perpetuo Detensor,"’ to supply the Africans on board with provisions, as well as 
those also on board His Majesty's Colonial Brig ‘* Susan,” which I shall endeavour to carry into 
effect immediately ; but I have most distinctly to state, that the supply of the latter will only be 
continued until the sitting of the Court, when the sense of the Court will be taken thereon, as 
the Claimant considers those People who have been so removed, while Vessel was in charge of 
Captor, in thelight of Persons landed in British Territory, and who will, therefore, claim every pri- 
vilege the said removal may entitle them to. . 

‘Tam also to inform you, that the Claimantis himself personally unable, from sevece indisposi-- 
tion, to look after the Vessel, and that all bis Officers have been removed by the Captor, but he will 
endeavour to engage an Officer this day, whom, if engaged, shall proceed on board to-morrow’ 
morning. 

‘The removal of the European part of the Crew of the ‘ Pe:petuo Defensor,’ except two men. 
and the Master, makes it almost impossible to expect that the slaves may be prevented from doing 
as they think fit, and, therefore, ] must most particularly press on you, that, for the interest of 
the Seizor, the Officer and men put on board by the Seizor, may remain to assist in keeping the: 
slaves on board until the final Judgment of the Court shall be given. 

©] have the honour to be, &c. 
¢ Julm Dean Lake, Esq. (Signed) ‘W. H. SAVAGE.’ 


‘© In writing the Letter of the 27th, and thereby distinctly stating, the Claimant did not possess. 
the means to supply the slaves with provisions, he considered that the future support of the slaves 
would have been arranged under the authority of the 32d Section of the Act of the 5th George the 
4th, Cap. $13, (this is the same Clause referred to by the Acting Governor in his Letter to the 
Court). that during the  Perpetuo Defensor’s” having been in charge of the Scizors upwards of 
240 slaves were removed to the Colonial Brig ‘* Susan,” and on his mentioning this to the Acting. 
Governor, he most positively stated to him, that whatever might be the Decree of the Court 
those Persons could not, nor would he as Governor permit, that they should be put back into the, 
<¢ Perpetuo Defensor” as slaves, the Acting Governor having also distinctly stated to him, that 
provided those slaves, or any other, were restored by Decree, he would not permit them to be 
victualled or watered from this Co.ony, it therefore became a positive fact that the slaves from the, 
_moment they are brought iv here, the Claimant cannot advantage by any Decree of Rescitution, 
soas to effect their removal; that their being at once allowed to land, must only facilitate the. 
proceedings, and ought not, he humbly conceived, debar the Claimant from incemnitication, 

«¢ The circumstance of the slaves having been taken out of ions and permitted at large in the 
Vessel, the intercourse held with the liberated Africans who have been employed about them, 
their seeing others who had been detained as slaves going on Siore, has tended to create a feeling. 
of insubordination which, it it is manifested, the present slender Crew of the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor 
must be unable to repress :—ten persons only of the original Crew of 54 having been suffered to 
remain by the Seizor, present additional reasons imperatively requiring the landing of the slaves, 
without injury to the iaterest of the Claimant. . 

Au Affidavit of the Master of the said Brig, in support of many of the Allegations contained 
in the aforesaid Communication from Mr. Savage to che Court, was brought into Court at the same 
time, 

On the same day, the 30th, was brought in the Affidavit of John B. Garel, who therein sets 
forth, ** that on the 28th day of the present Month, he was requested by William Henry Savage, 
ta proceed on board the Brig ‘6 Perpetuo Defensor,” and His Majesty's Colonial Brig ‘* Susan," 
and to take with him rice as provisions for the slaves on board those Vessels, and to see they 
were generally supplied with every thing necessary ;—that he did therefore take 20cwt, of 
rice, and on the same day proceed on board, aud has ever since continued to supply the said slaves 
with rice, salt and palm-oil, and on this day, by the further direction of the said W. H. Savaye, is 
supplying them with fresh beet, and attending to see them furnished with water; that when he 
first went on board the ‘‘ Perpctuo Defensor’ there was ouly a Quarter-Master in charge on 
board, Deponent asked him to be permitted to count the number of slaves, provided the said 
Quarter-Master could not tell the number; that the said Quarter-Master said, that he could not 
tell the number, and therefore he, Deponent, began to count them, and got to about 50, when a 
black man, who told this Deponent he belonged to the ‘* Maidstone"’ Frigate, spoke to the slaves 


S 


x 


66. | SreRRA LEONE. (Portugal and Brazil.) 


in their own language, as this Deponent believes; the slaves on being so spoken to bezan to shew 
sizus of displeasure, and mixed themselves so with the others, that Deponent could not count 
them; that on taking the said provisions the first time on buard, could not induce any person, 
either on board the said Brig or the Brig ‘‘ Susan,” to taxe charge of the said provisions, but 
that Depouent had been suffered to leave the rice on board the *¢ Susan,’’ and issues the same every 
liorning.”” 

On the Ist of July, while the Commissioners were sitting, adjudicating some other Cases, tlic 
Chief Justice was called on by Mr. Samo, the Acting King’s Advocate, and Doctor Barry, Deputy. 
Jnspector of Hospitals, who produced an Affidavit of the before-mentioned John Tollervey, of His 
Majesty's Ship ‘¢ Maidstone,” who therein deposed, ** that 91 Natives of Africa were then 
confined on board a Vessel in the Harbour, called the &* Perpetuo Defensor,” and, as be, the De- 
ponent, verily believed, were intended to be carried away from the Port of Freetown fur the pur- 
pose of being dealt with as slaves,” and, on this Evidence, insisted they were entitled to a Writ of 
Mabeas Corpus ; this was, however, denied by the Chief Justice, who stated to those Gendemen 
the reasons why he could not issue any such Process. Notwithstanding this refusal, Mr. Samo 
sent, on the Sd instant, a written Application to the Chief Justice, under date of the 2d, enclosing 
a Letter to him from Dr. Barry, and the same Affidavit of Mr. ‘Tollervey, and again paving a Writ 
of Habeas Corpus. On the 4th of July, by appointment, the Chief Justice heard Mr. Samo and 
Dr. Barry on the part of the slaves, and examined on oath every person they thought proper to 
biing asa Witness in the Case, the principal one of whom was Mr. Ferguson, the Surgeon of the 
Royal African Colonial Corps. De. Barry achnowledged that he himself had uever been on board. 
the Vessel. Mr. Savaye, the Claimant's Proctor, with the Claimant himself, were also heard, and 
two Affidavits of their's, sworn before a Justice of the Peace, allowed to be read in evidence, when 
the Chief Justice again refused to grant the Writ of Habeas Corpus, and gave his reasons fur such 
refusal, ‘This matter was heard in the presence of His Majesty's late Commissary Judge, the 
Clerk of the Crown, and Mr. Tollervey, the Prize-Master, in addition to the Persons before men- 
tioned. ‘The Copies ot the Documents in this Case, certified trom the Crown Office, are sent with. 
this Report. ; 

On the following day, the 5th of July, the slaves on board the ‘* Susan’? Colonial Brig were, 
by order of the Acting Governor, taken possession of by Mr. Ccle, the Collector of Duties, and. 
fanded and disposed of, without either the knowledge or consent of the Court, in the same manner 
as those have been that have been adjudged to be emancipated by the Courts of Mixed Commis- 
sion; andon the 6th of July the slaves on board the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor,” 88 in number, being. 
in a state of insubordination, were landed by the Claimant's Proctor, and, by order of the Acting 
Governor, received and disposed of by Mr. Cole, as the others lad been that were landed the day 
before from the ‘* Susan.” This was also done without either the knowledge or consent of the 
Court. 

Mr. Lake, the Seizor’s Proctor, about this time petitioned the Court to have 4 black Seamen 
and four of the Slaves examined on Special Interrogatories, which Mr, Savage, on the part of the 
Claimant, objected to; first, because there was no Portuguese Commissioner in the said Court ; 
secondly, because the Regulations did not point out any such mode for ascertaining the facts of 
any Case; and, thirdly, because the People to be examined had not the dread either of temporal 

unishment, or religious obligations, to speak the truth, and that, being persous not speaking an. 
arovein language, it was impossible to make (bem understand the questions put through au In- 
terpreter, who must also be a liberated African, equally ignorant. 

To the first objection of Mr. Savage it was answered, ‘* that it was neither the fault of the British: 
Government or the British Commissioners that there was no Portuguese Commissioner, and that 
if the Court, in the absence of the Foreign Commissioners, could legally condemu aud release’ 
Vessels, they could also do any other act for which the Court was constituted, and could therefore 
order the Examination of the Seamen and Slaves of auy Vessel before the Court.’’ Tothe second: 
objection, it was answered, ‘that it had been an undeviating practice of the Cuurts of Mixed Com- 
snission, since their establishment, to examine not only the Master and two or three of the prin- 
cipal Persons on board the detained Vessel, but also others of the Crew, also the Slaves, and any 
one else, by whose examination truth was likely to be elicited.” To the third objection, it was 
answered, ‘that it contained assertions the truth of which must be ascertained at the time of exa- 
mination, except that which states the ignorance generally of the liberated Africans, which is not 
true, as it is notorious that many of them had resided some time in the Colony, and were persons 
ot some intelligence, and might be procured by Mr. Savage as Interpreters, it he chose.” The 
prayer of Mr. Lake’s Petition was toerefore granted, and he this day produced Jose da Costa, 
Manoel Nogera, Antonio Mozambique, and Juan, Seamen of the Brig, who, being duly sworn, 
deposed, each and severally, ‘« that they shipped on board the * Perpetuo Defensor,” at Kio Janeiro; 
that Angola is the name of ‘the first Laud they made, coming out trom whence they weut co 
Aubrise ;"’ and Jose Costa, for himself, deposed, ‘* that they there landed some Cargo ; that they 
then went to Cabinda for a mast, and from Cabinda to Onim, and fiom thence to Badagry ; saith 
there was no trading carried on, the Slaves on board her baving been purchased for ber by the 
Brig ‘* Brilliante,” and were Iving ready for her at Badagry, which is the Piace the Slaves 
were shipped at.” And Manoel Nogera, tur himself, deposed, ‘* that, from Ambrise they went 
to Cabinda, and from Cabinda they went to Ouim and Badagry; that there was no tradimy care 
ried on; the Slaves were purchased by a Brig called the ‘ irilliante,’? and were lying ready at 
Badagry, which is the Place the Slaves were shipped at; knovs it to be Badagry trom baving 
heard the Officers say so, and frum his having made a voyage once before to Onin, and this Place 
being close to it." And Antonio Mousambique, for himself deposed, ‘* that trom Ambrise they 
went to Cabinda, ond trom Cabinda to Badagry; that there was no tradiuy carried on, the Slaves 
ov board the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor” baving been purchased for ber by another Brg, called the 
“«* Brilliante,’ and were lying for her at Badagry, which is the name of the Place the Slaves were 
shipped at." And the said Juan, for himself, deposed, ‘* that, trom Ambrise they went to Cabinda, 
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and from Cabinda to Badagry ; no trade was made for the Slaves at Badagry; the Slaves were 
purchased for the ‘€ Perpetuo Detensor’’ by another Brig, but he does not know her name; they 
were lying ready for her at Badagry, where they were taken on buard.” 

On the 8th of July a Communication was made by Mr. Savage to the Court, setting forth that 
“under a persuasion that it was his duty to make the Commissioners acquainted with every cir- 
cumstance as carly as possible, which might atterwards come befure the Court, be had to state, 
that, from the riorous conduct of the Slaves on board the ‘ Perpetuo Detensor,” and the slender 
Crew of the Vessel, rendered it absolutely necessary, to preserve lite, that the Slaves should be 
puton Shore; and that, in the evening of the 6th, he caused the whole, 88 in number, to be 

.danded, when they were immediately taken charge of by Thomas Cole, Esq., Collector and Acting 
Superintendent of Liberated Africans, and that he should duly authenticate the said facts.”’ 

On the Hlth day of July, Ogoopoolvo, Adoo, Ala¢onday, and Agarree, 4 of the Slaves that 
had belonged to the Cargo of the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor,”’ were produced, sworn, and examined, on 
the Special Interrogatories, by permission of the Court, who, each and severally, clearly deposed 
to the fact of their baving been shipped at Badagrv. - | 

On the day following, the 12th, Mr. Savage alleged in a Petition brought in by him, together 
with 2 Affidavits, ‘that he having been con<ulted by the Master of the said Brig, on the proceed- 
ings towards the slaves lett on board the ‘ Perpetuo De‘ensor,” who were in # state of riot ou 
the 6th instant, occasioned as he, Mr. Savage, was informed, by the circumstance of the slaves 
finding they were detained when the others on board tne ‘ Susan’’ were landed; and as the said 
Master declared through his Messenger to him, Mr. Savage, that his life, and the life of bis men 
were iv danger, he, Mr. Savage, therefore, gave it as bis opinion, they should be landed, and the 
circumstances brought betore the Court; that therefore they were on the 6th day of July landed, 
in number 88, and delivered to the Colonial Government, whereupon he prayed the two betore- 
mentioned Affidavits should be admitted as evidence in the Cause.” The two Affidavits were sworn 
before the Registrar on the same day, (the 12th) the first of which is that of the Acting Master, 
Bento Francisco de Carvalho, who was hired iv consequence of the illness of the Master, who 
deposed ‘‘ that on the 29th of June last, he, the Deponent, was engaged to preceed on board, and 
take charge of the Brig ‘* Perpetuo Defensor,” by reason that Antonio Mauricio de Mendonca, 
the Master, was ill and unable to do so, which Deponent accordingly did; that the slaves on 
board were comparatively peaceable until the day those who bad been previously taken from the 
© Perpetuo Defensor,’’ and put on board His Majesty’s Colonial Brig ‘‘ Susan," were rewoved 
to the Shore; on that day Deponent saw a Canoe, which he believed to be one employed for the 
purpose of landing the slaves from the © Susan,” mauned with 3 Kroomen, come alongside the 
«¢ Perpetuo Defensor,”’ when Deponent asked them, through a hired labourer, tor what purpose 
they were come, and they answered, that a white man had sent them to wait there, that whi.e 
the Canoe was so alongside, this Deponent saw several persous on board the ‘‘ Susan,” standing 
np so as to be in tull view of the slaves on board the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor,” making signs to 
them, the said slaves, by violent gestures, passing their fingers across their throats, taking billets 
of wood and other things, and pretending to strike, all which wag seen by the slaves on board 
the *- Perpetuo Defeusor;’? Deponent, by threats to the Kroomen in the Canoe, made them shove 
of; that the Housa-man belonging to the ‘* Alaidstone,” by the name ot Martin, was repeatedly, 
during that day, heard bailing, aud talking to the s‘aves on board the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor” 
from the *¢ Susan,” which yestures, sigus, and speaking, this Deponent believes was fur the pur- 
pose of inviting the slaves on board the ‘* Perpetuo Detensor"’ to acts of violence, for the purpose 
of their getting on Shore; that duriug the remainder of that day and the night, this Deponent 
found, with the Crew on board, a great difficulty in keeping the slaves in order, the next day they 
at first declared they would not eat, as they wished to yo on Shore, that they took by force tne 
fresh meat that was brought off afterwards, and commeuced cooking the whole; this Deponent 
remonstra‘ed with them, telling them they sbould use it at two meals, but they seid no, they 
woud finisb it at once, as they were determined to get ou Shore betore night; after they bad 
finished their meal the whole of the slaves came aft, women, men, and children, and told Depo- 
nent they would go on Shore; Deponent understands a smattering of their language, his people 
did the same, some went and lowered the Boat down that was astern; this Deponent did all he 
could to persuade them, by signs, and talking to them, to induce them to be quiet, and they would 
not hear; the slaves armed themselves with cannon shot, sticks, and other things they could fiu.d 
on the deck, and threatened violence to Deponent and the two white men on buards on the 
lowering of the Boat two slaves got into her; this Deponent, however, made his people begin to 
hoist the Boat, when the 2 slaves got on board again ; during ail this time Deponeut saw 
persons on board the ‘ Susan"? by signs encouraging the acts of the slaves; Deponent was 
alarmed for his lite at the resolute behaviour of the slaveg, and made signs to them to spare biin 
and his Crew, while he hoisted the colours as a signal of distress, and fireda gun. The slaves on 

having this explained, sat duwn arowad the Cabin, aud Deponent made the signal for assistance, 

and seut away a man with the Boat, to go iuform the Master of his perilous situation, This” 
Deponent called out for assistance to the Officer on boar the ‘* Susan,”’ but be got into his Boat 
aud went on Shore, aud did not come to Deponent’s assistance. ‘Chat Deponent therefore finding 

+t was out of his power to coutroul the slaves, without resorting to most viulent means, after cou- 

sulting with the Proctor of the said Master, lauded the said slaves.”” 

And Deponent further deposed, ‘‘ that at the time he tuok charge of the said Vessel, the Slaves 
were all at large, that himself and two white men, and six men of colour, were all the persons on. 
board since Deponent has joined the said Brig, and that himself and the said Crew were not able 
to keep theta in subjection, ‘especially as they, this Deponent believes, were excited to riot by 
What was said to them by Martin and others.”’ 

The other Affidavit is of Bento Jose de Carvalho, who deposed ‘‘ that he was one of the Crew’ 
of the said Vessel, and was on board when she was captured by His Majesty’s Ship ** Maid- 
stone,” Commodure Charles Bullen, C.B, Commander, and bas continued on board ever since ; 
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hat at the time of capture all the men slaves were in irons, and were then released by the orders 
of the said Commander, given in the hearing of this Deponent on board the said Vessel; that 
during the time the said Vessel was lying in this Harbour, and while in the possession of the Officer 
and Men of the & Maidstone,” this Deponent saw an Luropean come alongside in a Boat, whospoke 
to the British Officer in charge, and svon after the greater part of the said slaves were taken from 
the said Brig ‘© Perpetuo Defensor,” and carried on board the Colonial Brig ‘* Susan ;"'— that 
this Deponent is certain that neither the Portuguese Master, or any of his Crew, had any thing 
to do with the removal of the said slaves; that on the 29th day of June last, the Acting Master, 
Bento, came on board, and took charge of the “ Perpetuo Defensor ;"" that from that time until 
the slaves were landed from the ‘¢ Susan,” and which by reason of being near to, was seen by the 
slaves on board the ‘ Perpetuo Defensor,” there was no very particular insubordination among 
the said slaves. The day the said slaves were landed from the ‘* Susan,” they then came. aft, and 
demanded to be put on Shore in the same manner. A Canoe came alongside the ‘‘ Perpetua De- — 
tensor,” during the time the slaves were landing from the “ Susan,” this Deponent does not know 
where it came from, it was manned by 3 Kroomen; while said Canoe was alongside, beard a 
black Sailor, whom this Deponent knows to belong to the ‘* Maidstone,” talking to the slaves on 
board the ‘ Perpetuo Detensor,”’ from the ** Susan,” and by the sigus he made, this Deponent 
believes that he was persuading the slaves of the ‘* Perpetuo Delensor,’’ to get into that Canoe, 
and goon Shore; this Canoe was, however, forced away by Captain Bento. ‘Tbe slaves continued 
during the day dissatished, and on the following morning, after the landing of the slaves froin the 
*< Susan," the slaves on board the ‘ Perpetuo Defensor,” having had their breakfasts came aft, 
and being armed with sticks, billets of wood, cannon shot, and other things, demanded to be put 
on Shore ; some of them lowered down the Boat astern, and two of the slaves got into it, bue 
they were got back. The Acting Master then tried to persuade them to abstain from violence, 
and promised to see what the Authorities on Shore would do for them, and having pacitied them a 
little, the Acting Master made signals of distress by firing a gun, and hoisting the Colours ; that: 
said Acting Master ordered Deponent to go and inform the Proctor for the Vessel of his dan- 
gerous situation, which Deponent did, and soon atter the slaves were landed, and delivered to the 
Authorities of this Colony. This Deponent saw several persons on board the ‘* Susan’ on the 
game day, making signs to the slaves on board the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor,” and, as this Deponent 
believes, encouraging them to acts of violence; that Deponent is persuaded that if the said slaves 
were not landed, that they would have effected the same by force, and that he was ia fear for his 
life and the lives of the Acting Master and Crew; that the Crew only consisted of 9 persons, that 
the slaves were at large, and thereture the said Crew were not able to keep them in subjection.” 

No further proceedings took place in the Cause until the 17th instant, when Mr. Lake, the - 
Proctor for the Captor, brought in an Affidavit made on the 13th instant, by Captain D. C. 
Clavering, ot His Majesty's Ship “* Redwing.’ Captain Clavering deposed, ‘¢ that on or about 
the 8th day of January last, a Brig, under Brazilian Colours, called the ‘ Nova Brilliante,” was 
boarded off Elmina by the Boats of His Majesty's Ship * Redwing; ” that the same Brig was again 
boarded by a Boat of the said Ship in the latter end of February, off Badagry ; and again in the 
latter Place, on the 7th of March last.” This Afttidavit corroborates the tesimony of the 4 sea- 
mien to the point of the Brig ** Brilliante” having been at Badagry as stated by them on or about: 
the tine the © Perpetuo Defensor ’’ was there. 

On the Ist of August, Mr Lake, the Proctor for the Captor, after stating, first, ‘© that the 
Vessel and Slaves hud been given up to the Claimant since the early part of June last; secondly, 
“¢ that the said Vessel and Slaves had been received by the Claimants; ’ and thirdly, “that since 
the 7th day of July no Documents of any kind whatever had been filed by the Claimant in the said 
Case,” prayed the Court would be pleased to dismiss the Captors, and not let them suffer for the 
neglect of the Claimants or their Agents. ‘This Petition was rejected, on the ground that the 
delay was unavoidable in consequence of the severe illness of the Commissary Judge, independent 
of other circumstances, and also that Mr. Lake had made asseriions in his Petition which were 
not facts; the first of which, that states ‘‘ the Vessel and Slaves were given up to the Claimants since 
the early part of June last,” is contradicted in Mr, ‘Tollervey’s Letter to the Colonial Secretary on 
the 25th of June, wherein he states, ‘* he had received Instructions from Mr. Lake, the Proctor 
tor Commodore Bullen, to give up to the Portuguese Claimants the Slaves in the ‘* Perpetuo De- 
fensor *’ andthe ** Susan, ’’Colonial Brig, on their claiming them the next day,” and Mr. ‘Tol- - 
Jervey dates this Letter on board the said Brig ‘* Perpetuo Defensor’? The third assertion, “ that 
since the 7th day of July last, no Document of any kind wnatever had been filed by the Claimant 
in the said Case,” is contradicted by the Records of the Court, whereby Mr. Lake would have seen, 
had he applied at the Registry Office, which he ought to have done, that two Documents had 
been brought in by Mr. Savage since the 7th of July, viz: one on the Sth, and the other on the ~ 
}2th of that Month 

The Commissioner of Arbitration, bowever, in the hope of facilitating the Cause, sat on the 
day following but one, when (both Parties having agreed to consider him alone to constitute a 
competent Court,) after the claim and proofs in the Case were read, be admitted the said Claim for 
costs, damages and expences incurred in consequence of the seizure of the said Brig and Cargo, 
and referred it to the Registrar to ascertain the amount thereof, and report the same to the Court. 
On the 23d of August, Mr. Savage brought into Court 2 Affidavits respecting a charge that 
had been brought betore the Acting King’s Advocate, respecting the slaves on board the « Perpetuo 
Defensor.”” The first of these Affidavits is that of John Garel, who deposed, ‘‘ that on the Gtb 
day of July last, during the time that this Deponent was executing the office of providing the 
slaves on board with provisions on behalf of the Claimant of the said Brig, that he was desired 
by William Heuory Savage, the Proctor on behalf of the said Claimant, to attend at 3 o'clock uf 
the same day, at the House of the Acting King’s Advocate, the said Proctor informing this De- 
ponent that the Acting Governor bad desired the said Crown Officer to inquire into a charge 
made against this Deponent respecting the said slaves ; that the Deponent and Proctor attended 
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accordingly at the house of the said Acting King’s Advocate, when an Officer, belonging, as De- 


ponent was informed, to the ‘* Maidstone’ Ship-of-War, made a charge against this Deponent, - 


‘that he bad been the means of preventing the escape of the slaves on board the ‘* Perpetuo De- 
fensor ;"’ that the said charge was fully gone into before the said Acting King’s Advocate, and 
. dismissed as unsupported by evidence; and Deponent further says, that this Deponent was then 
informed by the said Acting King’s Advocate, that his Honour the Acting Governor had requested 
it should be stated to this Deponent, that if this Deponent at all interfered to prevent the escape 
of the slaves, or to keep them on board, that be would be proceeded against uccording to law ; 
in the other Affidavit, William Henry Savage, the Claimants’ Proctor, deposed, ¢* that on the 6th 
day of July last, he was informed by his Honour the Acting Governor, the Honourable Kenneth 
Macaulay, that in consequence of a complaint: made to him, he desired that John Garel should 
attend the Acting King’s Advocate at 3 o'clock, to have the said charge inquired into; that De- 
ponent therefore pave such notice to the said John Garel, und with him attended the Office of the 
Acting King's Advocate ; that acharye wus brought against him, the said John Garel, for assist- 
ing the Portuguese in charge of the svid Brig ‘* Perpetuo Defensor” tu prevent the slaves from 
escaping from the said Brig, and to keep them in confinement on board the said Brig ; that Deponent 
stated that he had sent orders to the Acting Master to prevent any one from leaving the said Brig 
who were considered part of the Cargo, and therefore that any message delivered by the said John 
Garel, to that tenour and meaning was according to his Instructions; that the said Acting King’s 


Advocate then stated, that he had it in command to state, that if John Garel, or any other person ~ 


belonging to the Colony, employed about the said Brig or not, were to prevent the said slaves from 
leaving the said Brig, or to keep them on board, were aiding and assisting, they would be prose- 
cuted. ‘These Affidavits were not answered by the Proctor tor the Captor, till after the Registrar 
had made his Report of the amount of costs, damages and expences, which was on the 29th of Au- 
gust, in consequence, as was stated by Mr. Lake, of his not knowing Mr. Savage had filed the said 
Affidavits, till he saw it mentioned in the Registrar's Report, he therefore brought in two Affidavits 
on the 6th day of September, in answer to them,—in the first of which he, the said John Dean 
Lake, deposed, ‘‘ that on the 6th day of July last, at or about 4 o'clock in the Afternoon, he, this 
Deponent, being at Government House, in conversation with his Honour the Acting Governor, 
did see Mr. William Henry Savage enter the said House and intorm his said Honour the Acting 
Governor that he, Mr. Savaye, had come to the decision of landing a number of slaves that were 
on board the suid Brig, and to abide the decision of the Court of Mixed Commission ; that at the 
time this Deponent clearly and distinctly heard the said Mr. Savaye express to bis Honour the 
Acting Governor, that althongh he, Mr. Savage, had come to the decision of landing the said 
slaves, yet he had means in his power, or on board the said Vessel, to cverce the said slaves should 


_ he deem it expedient, and that he would take the chance of being paid the value of the whole of the © 


satd-slaves, or no parc thereof. 
“©-'That the said slaves were landed on the same evening by the direction and under the super- 
intendence of the said Mr. William Henry Savage.” In the other of these Affidavits the Ho- 
nourable Kenneth Macaulay deposed, ‘* tnat he had read the betore-mentioned Affidavit of Mr: 
Lake, the Proctor in the said Cause, and had found that the several circumstances therein stated 
to have taken place, to be truly alleged.”’ - : 
In reply to these Affidavits, on the }ith of September following, Mr. Savage brought in an 
Affidavit made by him, in which he deposed, ‘‘ that during the period that there existed some 
uncertainty respecting the feeding of the slaves on board the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor’’ and the 
Colonial Brig ‘‘ Susan,” this Deponent waited on bis Honour the Acting Governor of 
the Colony (Mr Macaulay), and in conversation respecting the said slaves, his Honour declared 
unto this Deponent, ‘ that even if the Court of Mixed Commission were to restore Claimant thé 
slaves, it would be impossible for Claimant to carry them away in slavery, as in his capacity of 


Acting Governor, he would not permit the said Vessel to procure provisions or water in this’ 


Colony for the use of the said slaves; that the person employed in supplying provisioné 
was brought up before the Acting King’s Advocate, to answer for his conduct relative to the 
using some means to prevent the escape of the slaves, and charges of ernelty had also been madé 
against the Acting Master, on which was founded a motion for a Writ of Habeas Corpué 
to remove the said slaves from on board the ‘ Perpetuo Defensor,’’ Deponent could not, there- 
fore, venture to advise the adoption of any coercive measures towards the said slaves, so as td 
keep them in subordination, for fear of incurring the displeasure of his Honour the Acting 
Governor, and involving the Acting Master and Crew, and also this Deponent, in a eriminel 
prosecution. Aud this Deponent having had represented unto bim the very outrageous manner the 
slaves were acting, after they had seen their fellows landed trom the ‘* Susan,’ both towards the 
Acting Master and the slender Crew on board, did, therefore, to prevent any fatal consequence, 
either to the Crew or Slaves, and which Deponent had every reason to believe would take placé 
jf the said slavts were not permitted to be landed, and also taking into consideration thé 
aforesaid Declaration of his Honour the Acting Governor, and the several circumstances before 
mentioned, did advise the Claimant to give way to necessity, and consent Co the landing the said 
slaves, andthat the Claimant having consented, this Deponent, on or about the éth day of July, 
did wait on his Honour the Acting Governor, and state to bis Honour that Claimant bad come io 
the resolution of letting the said slaves be landed, and that this Deponent did, theretore, coucert 
measures to carry the same into effect before the, close of that day, being pressed thereto by thé 
Acting Master and Crew, who further declared unto this Deponent their fears for their personal 
safety were so great that, unless the said slaves were landed betore night, they, the said Activg 
Master aud Crew, would quit the Vessel.’" 

After this a delay of several days took place before the Court could further consider this Case} 
jm consequence of the intervening of! the ‘Quarter Sessions, at which the Commissioners bad to 
attend, and which was of much longer duration than is commonly the case. 

On the 26th of September, the Court having maturely considered the Report of the Registrar, 
ordered the same to be referred back to that Officer to be amended, by suiking out, under the 


- 
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lead of Special Damages and Expences, £256, being .of apinion sat.the.said sum was chained 
for expences which the amount allowed.for demurrage wopld cover, The Cayrt further alirected 
that in djqu of she sum of £225, allowed by the Registrar for the. Interest of the supposed Capital 
emplayed, which includes the value of the Brig, that the Jaterest be allowed au the amount of 
the purchase and maintenance of the Cargo, which the Qourt conceived meant the purchase and 
ynaintenance of the slaves only, reckoning the value of the slaves aud their maint names al the 
cost-price ip the Brazils, of the goods with which the slawes.avere purchased, aud the mneaus of 
thejr maiutenance procured, jn manner following, viz: 4/3 slaves slipped on board, acconing 
to the Master's statement, at £4 each, according to the Leeward price, and 2d. British stealing per 
head, per diem, for the maintenance of each slave,.that being about the rate of amiutenance ot cle 
-|iberated Africans when frst landed ia this Cylony. 

Qn the 28th of September the Registrar brought in the ameuded Report, wherein he 
-stated his opinion that the Claimant was entitled tu, first, £79, for special costs, damages, 
and expences occasioned to the Brig by detention ; secondly, €1430 for. demurrage, trea April 


. ‘ , 20 ‘ 
the 18th to the 26th of August at £11 a day, the Brig being 212;(5 tons burthen; Chirdly, 


£122 10s. for subsisting the slaves from the 29th of June to the 6th of July, at Js. per.day for 
each slave; fourthly, 79,716,000 reis for the total loss of 364 slaves, at 219,000 reis gach, 
(under the fifth head no Claim was made); sixthly, £102 9s. Sd. for 5 percent on the amount 
of the Capital espploved jn the purchase and maintenance of the Cargo, amounting in the whole 
to £1,733 19s. 8d. and 79,716,040 reis. , 

After the Bepgrt was read, Mr. Lake, the Proctor far the Captor, prayed the Court tbat the 
gail Report mivht be further amended by allowing for the total Joss of 276 slaves only, instead 
of 364, by reason of the Clgimant’s Proctor having taken upon himself to land the 83 slawes 
fro: the ‘* Perpetuo Defensor,” there having been no gecessity for his so doing, and insisted 
that there had been no yiolence manifessed on the part af the slaves to warrant thar having beer 

ut gn Shore, nor werg they at what time in a state of revolc; but as the Court were of opinion 
fi iat the yevalt and violence manitested by the slaves had been clealy proved by the Affidavits 
filed for that purpose, the allegations in which had not been atyempted so be refuted but by the 
simple asserdion of Mr. Lake, which assertion did of accord wjth what bed been said ia 
be Letter to the Colonial Secretary, hy Mr ‘Tolleryey, the Prize Master; and as it bad also 
gen slistiyetly proved ky the Adidavits of Messrs. Savage od Garel, that i¢ was the determina- 
ion pf the Colonial Goverpment nat to allow apy one to controul the spid slaves from leaving the 
essel if they pleased, which althongh sajd to be answered by Mr. Macaulay, the Governor, and 
Mr. Lake, the Captar’s Proctar, yet not qn¢ of the assertions in those Afidavits were even de- 
pied by thep: in their Affidawits, but agly fresh matter alleged, stating that Mr, Savage bud 
asserted he had the means in his power, or on board, of coercing the slaves if be chose i: 
af Coust, therefore, being fully sarisfied that the Claimant, Antonio Mwuricio de Mendonga, was 
Oo ig es] to subjjt to circumstances, and being also of opipion that, if the slaves had not been exe 
cited to ipsubardjnation by Martin and others, there wauld have begn no revolt, and eonsee 
quently ng necgssity to land them, retuged the prayer of Mr. Lake. ‘The Court then coufirmed 
unconditionally the sum allowed by the Registrar for Costs of Snit, and tor Special Damages 
nd Expences ageasjaned tp the syid Byig by detentign, amoynting to £79; the Court also can- 
Bimed unconditionally the sym allawed by bim, for provisioning the slaves from the 29th of June 
to the Oth day of July last, amounting to the sum of £122 10s, and it having been represented 
aod proved to the satisfaction of the Court, that Ue said Ship would be ynable to praceed to Sea, 
unless the Master could raise a further sum af £130, by the Court giving a further unconditional 
awuyd for that sm, the Commissioners, therefore, did also upconditionally coufirm so much of 
be sm yllowed by the Registray in the said Report, tor denywsrage, as amounts to £150, makin 
1q the whole au unconditional award for £351 10s tor costg of suit, special damages ath 
expences, proyisionivg the slaves, and for part of the demurrage. 

And the Commissiqners being fully convinced that the Claimayt in this Case had casried 
on gn illicit Lraffick in Slaves during the present voyage, inasmuch as it had been clearly 
proved that Slaves taken on board this Vessel were shipped from Badagry in 6.26. North 
of the Equator, in direct defiance of ghe Additicnal Convention to the Treaty made between 
Great Britain and Portugal in the Year of our Lord 1817, for the prevention of illicit Traffick in 
Slaves; and the Commissioners, theretore, haying deeqed it just and equitable that the Case 
shauld be adjudicated on the same principles as the Case of the Brig ‘‘ Activo,” whereat Lozé 

into de Araujo was Myster, which Case was lately betere the Court, inasmuch as Commodore 
Bullen, the Captor, coyld not be awaxe. of che decision in that Case at the time be wade the. pre- 
sent seizure; and the Camspissiopers. being of opinion, as in that Case, that the absolute aud un 
conditional confirming the whole of the amended Report wou)d be contrary to the principles of 
equity, ang would ip point of fact be rewarding the Claimant, not only for a. breach, af the Cone 
vention betycen, Grea, Britgin and Portugal for the prevention of the illicit, ‘Tragick, in Slaves; 
but, also for a breach of the. Laws of his own Coyntry ; and the Commjssiquers having considered 
i) this Case, as iy, the former, that, by the Convention aforesaid, there. is, Ro appcal trom their 
Judyment, and also that, it was, most desirable that sene adiitiqnal measure. should be adapted by 
thie. Tiritish apa! Byazilign Governimenta, for the. prevention, of sueb glaring violations of the. Cans 
Neutipn as tg present, and that of the ‘* Activo;”’ ang inthe bope that this Case may, in. addition 
to the ather, parucylagly. call turch the agrentiqn af both. Gpevernmeuts, have, theretare, oul 
copfiringd. thg remaining part of the said, Report, inthe eveut, of, the, Byitish.and Brazilian Go- 
Vernments agrecing and declaring the same ought to be cqnfumed,, ascarding ta the true. ibpeng 
aud inganing, of Uy Conventiqu.afaresaid, hui ppt otherwize, 
wes (Signed) =D. M.. HAMILTON. 
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Second Enclosute in No. 46. 
Detree of the Mixed Commission, 3d August 1826. 


Portuguese Brig “ Perpetuo Defensor,” Antonio Mauricio ‘de Mendonca, Master. 
_ THE Proctors for Captor and Claimant ‘having-petitioned the Court to tppoint an early day 
for the hearing of the Parties in the above Cawve ; Hits Britannick Majesty’s Commissioner ot 
Arbitration, sat this day for the purpose of Farthering the Proceedings in this ‘Case, the Proctor's 
on each side agreeing to consider His Britatnick Mujesty’s Commissionér of Arbitration, sitting 
by himself, in the anavoidable absence of His Bricaunick Majesty's Comnrissary Judge from 
severe illness, as a full and competent Comt. 

The said Commissioner of Arbitration, having heart the Ctaim and Proofs read, and the Proctors 
on both sides thereon, admitted tlre Claim fer Costs, Dumages anil Expenceés incurréd, tn conse- 
quence of the Seizure of the said Brig ad Cango, aad veferred * to the Registrar to ascertain the 
amount thereof, and report the same to the Conrt. ; 


Third Enclosure in No. 46. 
Decree of the Mixed Commission, 26th September 1826. 
Portuguese Brig * Perpetuo Defensor ,"* Antonio Mauricio De Mendonga, Master. 
THIS day the Court, atter hearing the Report of the Registrar read, and the Proctors on both 
sides on the sanre, orlered the said Th to bt referred back to the Registrar to be Amemdéd by 
striking out, under the head of Special Damages and Expénces, the following sums: vik :— 
£22 Us. Amount of Baker's bill. fur 80 days. ; 
22 (is. Amount of Butcher's dill for 80 days. | : 
_ 60 Os. To purchase provisions for Crew of 19 persons for a Voyage frotit bene td Riv Janéiro, 
) a supposed Voyage of 60 days. . 
20 Os. To purchase Cabin stores. 
,15 Os. -For wooding and watering. 7 - 


97 10s. } For advance to Seamen hired here: 


the Commissioners being of opinion the ‘said stefis are expences, which the amount allowed 
for demurrage covers, ‘The Commissioners farther directed that in lieu uf the sum of €225 allowed 
by the Registrar fur the interest of the sapposed Capital emp‘oyed, which {nchidés the value of 
the Brig, that the inrerese be allowed on the anioufit of the purchase and maintenance of the 
Cargo, which the Commissioners conceive means the purcbase aud maintenance ot the slaves 
only, reckoning tive value of the slavés, and their maintenance at the cost. fricé in the Brazils of 
the goods with which the slaves were purchased, and the means of their maintenance, ee in 
manner fullowing, viv. :=-473 slaved shipped dh béard atcofding to thre Master's Statemént, at 
an average of £4 each, according to the Leeward price, and two-petice, British sterling, pet head 
per diem for the maintenance of each slave, that being abbut the rate of maintenance of the libe- 
sated Africans whén first landed in this Colony, whieh appears to the Court to be a fair rate. 


7 Foutth Enclostre in Ne. 46. 
| Decree of the Mixed Cotrmission, 28th September 1836: 


Portuguese Brip “ Perpetis Defersor,”” Antonio Mauricio dé Mendonca, Master. 

FHB Registrar's Report, amended, as orderéd by the Court on the 26th day of this instant 
-month of September, Benig brought im and read, arfd Proctors ori both sides being hewtd on’ the 
same, the Commissioners confirmed, unconditionally, so much of thé satd Report ag the Registrar 
therein set forth the Claimant was eftitled te for costs of sum, amd for Special Danraged and 
Expences occasioned to the said Brig by detention, amounting to £79; they also confitmed wn- 
comlitionally so mutlr nore of the «aid eport as the Registrar stated the’ Claimant éntitled to tor 
-provissonintg te slaves, trom the 29th of June to the 6tlr day of July hist, dnfowiting to’ the sum 
.of £122 10s. , and it Having been represented and proved to thé satisfaction of the Court, thae 
the sakl Ship would be unable to proceed to Sea, unless the Master could raise a further siinr of 
£156, by the Court giving a furthee unconditional award for that sum ; the Commissioners there- 
‘fore did ulso ancottdiriunalty eovfirdt sé much’ of thé sum allowed by the Registrar in the said 
for Cemutrags a6 amounts te £550. Wicrenjjon the Commissioners did avard ald décrée 
that Charles Bullen, Esquire, the Captor in this Case, db pay to the said Antonio Mauricio de 
Mendonga, or bi» lawfal Actorney or Attornies, for his use, unconditionally, the before mentioned 
‘sums, afooutting in the whole to £351 10s. being for costs of suit, special damages and expences, 
‘provisioning ef the slives dnd for patt of Cie detiurrage as aforesaid. | 

Aad. the Commissioners buving stared! their cotivietion, that the Claimant im this'‘Case had carried 
on an illicic'l raffiek in Slaves during the presene Voyage, inasmuch as it had been clearly proved 
‘that the slaves tuken on board this Vessel weré shippéd from Badagry, in 6. 26. North of the 
-Eqnator, md 2. 52. Longitude East of Greenwich, in direct defiance of the Convention made 
between Geeat Britain: ard Pottiygel, iv tie Year of our Lord’ S17, foi tlié prevention of illicit 
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Traffick in Slaves; and the Commissioners, therefore, deeming it just and equitable that this Case 
should be adjudicated on the same principles as the Case of the Brig ‘‘ Activo,”” whereof Juzé Pinto 
de Araujo, was Master, which Case was lately beture this Court, inasmuch age the said Charles 
Bullen, Esquire, could not be aware of the decision in that Case at the time he made the present 
Seizure, and the Commissioners being of opinion, as in that Case, that the absolute and uncondi- 
tional confirming the whole of the amended Report, would be contrary to the principles of equity, 
aad would, in point of tact, be rewarding the Claimant, not only for a breach of the Convention, 
between Great Britain and Portugal, tor the prevention of the illicit ‘Traftick in Slaves, but also for 
a breach of the Laws of his own Country; and the Commissioners having considered in this Case, 
as in the former, that by the Convention aforesaid, there is no appeal from their Judgment, and 
also that it is most desirable that some additional measure should be adopted by the British aud 
Prazilian Governmeuts tor the prevention of such glaring violations of the Convention as the 
present, and that of the ‘‘ Activo,’’ and im the hope that this Case may in addition to the other, 
particularly call forth the attention of both Governments, have, theretore, only conditionally con- 
firmed the remaining part of the amended Report; and therefore the Commissioners did further 
award and decree that the said Charles Bullen, Esq., the Captor in this Case, do pay to the - 
said Antonio Mauricio de Mendonga, or bis lawtul Attorney or Attornies, for his use, the sui of 
£1,280 for the remainder of the amount of demurrage of ‘the said Brig, provided the British and 
Brazilian Governments agree and declare that the said sum ought to be so paid according to the 
true intent and meaning ot the Convention aforesaid, but not otherwise. 

And the said Commissioners did further award and decree that the said Charles Bullen, Esq., 
do pay to the said Antonio Mauricio de Mendonca, or his lawful Attorney or Attornies, for his 
use, the further sum of 79,716,000 reis, tor the total loss of 364 slaves, provided, as belore, that 
the British and Brazilian Governments agree and declare that the same ought to be so paid 
according to the true intent and meaning of the Convention aforesaid, bat not otherwise, 

And the said Commissioners did further award and decree that the said Charles Bullen, Esq., 
do pay to the said Antonio Mauricio de Mendonga, or his lawful Attorney or Attornies, for his use, 
the further sum of £102 9s. sd. being for the interest on the estimated capital empioyed in the 
purchase aud maintenance of the Cargo of slaves, provided, as before, the British and Brazilian 
Governinents agree and declare that the said sum ought to be so paid, according to the true intent 
and meaning uf the Convention aforesaid, but not otherwise. 


No. 47. a 


Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


~ 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 30, 1826.: 
YOUR several Despatches up to the 12th of October, marked Portugal, 


have been duly received. | | 

In reference to the Despatches containing Reports of the Cases of the 
Ships “ Activo” and “ Perpetuo Defensor,” I have to reter you to the Case 
of the “ Sinceridade,” adjudged by you in the Year 1823, and to the Decla- 
ration which, in that Case, was made to His Most.Faithful Mtajesty by the 
British Government, through The King’s Envoy: that, on the one hand, no 
Compensation can, in equity, be due to Traders for losses sustained by them 
in Cases of Traffick carried on under circumstances which constitute illegal 
Trade ; whilst, on the other hand, no Condemnation ot a Vessel ought: to 
take place when the capture is made at a Spot not absolutely within the Boun- 
dary prescribed for Capture by the Treaties. - | : 

This Declaration was not objected to by the Portuguese Government, and 
the principle of it, therefore, may be considered to be fully admitted. 
’ ‘(As the Cases of Brazilian Vessels charged with illicit Slave Trade must be 
adjudged under the Compacts and Agreements with Portugal, until some further 
and special Convention shall be entered into upon the subject between the 
Countries of Great Britain and Brazil, there is at present no clear course for 
you to pursue, in regard to Brazilian Vessels, other than to act upon the spirit 
of the Compacts and Agreements with Portugal. 7 | 
. In regard to those Slaves who, under-circumstances of illegal shipment, but 
ttinwarranted capture, shall actually have been brought to Adjudication, I have 
to acquaint you, that the principle on which the Court acted in the *¢ Perpetuo 
Defenscr,” in decreeing such Slaves to be restored to the Master, for the use 
of the Claimant, was correct. But if special Cases should occur, in which 
the Court should be prevented, ‘by ‘unforeseen circumstances, from ‘making 
such‘a Decree, or should be required to make any special disposition of such 
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Slaves, it must use its discretion as to what may be right to be done. The 
Court cannot, with propriety, condemn them, or make an Order for their 
Emancipation.. The only expedient seems to be, that the Slaves should be 
placed under the. superintendence of the Local Government by some Condi- 
tional Order. But this again will be subject to the Instructions which you 
may receive on the objection which has occurred in the Case of the “ Activo” 
. and * Perpetuo Defensor,” on which I shall probably have, shortly, to instruct 
you farther. . Tam, &e. 


Bh (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Es Magesty’s Commissioners. | | 


SI ERRA LEONE. ( Netherlands. ) 


é 


No. 48. 
Afr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commessioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, March 13, 1826. 
WITH reference to the Treaty with the Netherlands for the Prevention 
of Slave-trade, I have to acquamt you, that, by a Communication this day 
received from the Admiralty, it appears that thc Instructions referred to in 
the said Treaty, have been issued to the following Ships and Vessels of His 


Majesty’s Navy : 


Names. Guns. Commanders. 
PAUSSOR toi oy a otek ga 7 | | G. Harris. 
Brawcn cecsccccese DO eo. 253 G. W. Willes. 
Primrose .svccecces 18...... Oct. V. Vernon. 
Redwing ..ccessosess 18...... D. C. Clavering. 
Dispatch ...... «1. 18...... Robt. W. Parsons. 
FORGO bees eater dtaals LO’ 5 eves » Wm. Hobson. 
Conflict G. V. ...... ere Lieut. J. Chrystie. 


And that the Instructions, which had heen issued to His Majesty’s Ships 
“ Pyramus,” “ Ariadne,” ** Bann,” “ Victor,” “ Ringdove,” and “ Grecian,” 
have been recalled, and cancelled. I am, &c. | 


Eis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


No. 49. | 
John Tasker Wilhams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received May 22.) 


Sik, Seerra Leone, February 15, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, a Report of the Case of the 
Dutch Schooner ‘ Hoop,” belonging to St. Eustatius, Jacob Walters, Master. 
She was detained, off Manna, on the 3d January, by a Boat of His Majesty's 
Ship “ Maidstone,” Commodore Bullen, and brought into Sierra Leone. 

This Case came on for Adjudication in the British and Netherlands Court 
of Mixed Commission on the 23d of January, and was proved to come so 
clearly under almost all the Provisions of the Additional Article to the Treaty 
between His Majesty and His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, signed 
at Brussels, the 25th of January 1823, that 1 do not feel myself justified in 
trespassing on your time by any detail of particulars, but beg to refer you to 
the Report. I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


&e. &e. &c 


% 


Enclosure in No. 49. 


Report of the Case of the Dutch Schooner ‘* Hoop,” Jacob Walters, Master. 


THIS Vessel was detained on the 3d of January 1826, off Manna, by a Boat of His Majesty's 
Ship ‘* Maidstone’? (Commodore Bullen, C.B.) under the command of Lieutenant William Gray, 
_ of the same Ship. | 
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» The Declaration of Commadore Bullen states, that the Boat of His Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Maid- 
stone,” under the command of Lieutenant Gray, being between the Rivér-Gallinas atid Manna, 
and of Shore about 20 miles, detained the ‘* Huop,” sailing under Dutch-Cqlouts, belonging to 
St. Eustatius, not having slaves ‘on board, but falling under several of the designations of the 
Additional Articles to the Treaty with the Netherlands, ot the 4th May 1818, signed at Brussels 


e 
* 


on the Gath day af Jannary 1823, viz: : 
Having been found within the limits particularly specified in the aforementioned-Treaty, and 
overing about the said River Gallinas and Manna, ~ eh 
Having her hatches fitted with open gratings, instead of being fitted with close hatches, as 
usual in Merchant Vessels. . a 
Having spare plank, numbered, cut and fitted, for readily laying a slave, or moveable, deck. 
Having on board shackles, bolts and hand-cuffs, contained in casks, to appearance, at first 
sight, part of the Cargo for trade, being similarly packed to bread, beef, &c. = 
Having on board a greater number of water-casks, and many of them filled, more by far than 
requisite for the consumption of the Crew, as a Merchant-Vessel, and no Certificate produced by 
the Master from the Custom-House at which he cleared out, stating that sufficient security had 
been given by the Owners that such casks should only be used for the reception of palm-oil. 
Having on board a quantity of mess kids. es , 4 
“Having on board large -boilers, and also a great quantity of rice, the whole far beyond any 
probable requisite for the use of her Crew as a Merchant-Vessel, and no Manifest produced by 
ithe Master that the rice was part of the Cargo for trade. | 
The Papers and necessary Affidavits were delivered! into the Registry on the 9th of January 
1326, anda Moniticn was prayed for and issued on the Ith, citing the Parties interested in the 
ae youpees in propertime, before the Court; which Monition was returned to the Registry 
on.the 19th. Se we x 
This Schooner, when taken, had only 4 Papers on board, viz: her Passport, Clearance, 
Muster-roil and Log. Her Passport, granted by the Governor of St. Eustatius, ‘‘ Wr A. Vou 
Spengler,” on the 23d of November.{825, states her to be the property of Jobn Hill, a Na- 
turalized Subject of The King of Holland, residing in St. Eustatius. ‘There is a Special Clause in 
. the bady of the said Pussport, that. ic should bold ‘ good for 12 Months for general navigation, 
. exoppting en. the Coast of Guinea.” (‘ Goed ee twaalf' Maanden our overal te navigeren 
i: Sipe op-de Kust van Guinea "’) | ae ; a 
er. Clearance, signed by J. Verscheur, the Collector at St. Eustatius, on the 23d of November 
+ $825, tates ber. to have cleared out, with a Cargo for exportatiou for the Coast of Brazil, and 
have come direct to the Coast of Africa, whicn 
a Se £7 . : p. He 
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‘+ Prize,to,the Crowns of Great Britain and Holland. 
Sierra Lgone, February 15,1826. e JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 


: Sentence.of Condemnation was passed against her, and she was accordingly condemned as lawtul 
, ; ie 


2 
No.. 50. 


' OS. T+Rilliams,. Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received May 22.) 
+ §rr, | — Seerra Leone, March 20, 1826. 


WITH the present Despatch, I have the honour to transmit to you a 
_..Report of the Adjudication of the Schooner ‘* 4mable Claudina,” Claudio 
_» Pjcaluga, Master, sailing under Dutch Colours. She was. detained by His 
_..Maajesty’s Ship “Atholl,” off the Castle of St. George Elmina, on the 12th of 

November 1825, and sent here to be tried before the British. and Netherlands 

_,~ Maxed Court of Justice, by which Court she was condemned on the 6th of 
dRebruary last, for having been concerncd in illegally trathcking in Slaves. 

_ pl .also forward, herewith, the Report of the Case of the Bng “ Charles,” 

.; Louis L’Qiseau, Master, sailing under the same Flag, which Vessel arrived in 

. this,,Harbour on the 21st January, having been captured by His, Majesty’s 

.- Brigzat-War,.“ Conflict,” Lieutenant John Chrystie, Commander; off Duke's 
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Town, in Old Calabar River, on the 22d of December last; she is reported 
‘to be of 190 tons burthen, and is stated to have had on board, when taken, 
265 Slaves; the trial of this Vessel took place on .the 15th instant, and she 
was condemned as lawful Prize. Se | 

It is, indecd, matter of great regret to me, to have to report to you, Sir, 
‘that this baneful traftick appears to have assumed a novel feature, and which, | 

until it be checked, must of certainty tend most materially to increase 
the misery inflicted on the wretched population of this ill-fated Country. 
‘The Slave-trade is now carried on to a much greater extent than has been 
hitherto known, under cloak of the Flag of His Majesty The King of the 
Netherlands. | 

During the last 8 Months, no less than 7 Vessels have been brought ia 
‘by His Majesty’s Squadron for Adjudication, viz: the ‘* Bey ;? “2Z;” La 
Venus ;” “‘ Hoop ;” * Amable Claudina ;” “ Charles ;” and * Vogel ;” 6 
of these Vessels were furnished with Papers from the Colonial Authorities at 
Saint Eustatius, and one at Curacao.: 

The 3 first Cases were decided previous to my arrival; the cireumstances 
which were developed in each of them, elucidated so clearly the object they 
‘had in view, as to leave no doubt on the minds of the Saleen as to the 
‘illegality of the pursuits in which the Parties connected with these Vessels 
were concerned, | 

For the particulars of the ‘“‘ Hoop,” I beg to refer you to my Despatch, 

_and Report of the 15th of February. | . 

There are certain points connected with the ‘‘ Amable Claudina” and the 
** Charles,” more particularly the former, which I deem it my duty to sub- 
mit to you. , 

. Had it not been for the application which was made to Captain Murray, 
by the Authorities of His Netherlands Majesty’s Government on the Gold 
Coast, I humbly conceive his power would not have been competent to any 
interference with any Vessel, bearing that Flay, under the walls of their 
principal Settlement. The peculiar circumstances of this transaction, called 
- upon as he was by them to act, would, however, have rendered this obser- 
vation on my part needless, did [ not consider it to be my duty to commu- 
nicate to you all such matters connected with this branch of the Publick Ser- 
vice, as nay come to my knowledge. It would appear that the view which 
the Governor of Elmina took of this -matter was, that: the Moiety of the 
Proceeds of the “ Amable Claudina” did, of right, belong to his particular 
Crovernment on the Gold Coast, and, acting upon this impression, he wrote a 
Letter on the subject to His Netherlands Majesty’s Judge. A translated 
Copy of this Letter was handed to me by Mr. Bonnouvrié, which I have 
deemed it best to forward to you, in order to guard against any observations 
that may, by possibility, be made; not that I anticipate any such, for the 
Vessel having been sent to this Court for Adjudication, the disposition of 
_ the Proceeds 1s so clearly provided for, as to leave no room for discussion. 

I also transinit a Copy of Mr. Breggen Paauw’s Letter to Captain Murray, 
with the Affidavit of the latter, as well as the Affidavit of Lieutenant Caiger, 
who took possession of the Schooner. 

As all these Cases seem to bear a similar stamp, I have further thought 
it right to send you a Copy of the Licence granted by the Governor of St. 
Eustatius to the Persons concerned in the “ Amable Claudina.” | 

These Licences are evidently obtained (and that for the purpose of at- 
tempting to delude), by Parties who are not at all connécted as regards the 
Person or the Property, with the Flag under which they endeavour to cloak 
their nefarious purposes. | 

The 2 Vessels, the “* Bey” and the “ Hoop” are, doubtless, American 
Property ; the Owners naturalized at St. Eustatius. ‘T'wo others, the “ Z.” 
and “ Venus,” are French; the Owners and Consignees being Messieurs 
Saubot, Joubert, and Co. of Martinique. Half the Cargo of the ‘‘ Amable 
Claudina,” was French Property belonging to Persons at Bordeaux; and the 
connection of the “ Charles” with ‘ Guadaloupe,” renders hér ‘property, to 
say the least of it, doubtful. | a 
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I have thought it to be my duty to communicate with my Colleague, Mr. 
Bonnouvrié, on the nature of these Proceedings, and he has assured me, that he 
has made strong representations to his Government on the subject; these, I 
hope, may have a beneficial influence, and that His Netherlands Majesty 
may be pleased to direct the Governors of his Colonies to exercise greater 
caution, as to the Parties to whom such Licences are granted. | 

I cannot conclude my observations on this Case, without expressing my 

extreme regret, after the sense, you, Sir, had expressed of the Affair of 
the.“ Rosalia,” and others, that a similar line of proceeding should 
have been followed in the present instance; and that such measures should 
have been adopted to influence the re-shipment of the slaves in the “ Amable 
Claudina,” at, or near, to Popoe. I thought it necessary to communicate ver- 
Dally with Commodore Bullen on this subject, and shou!d have done so ofhi- 
cially, had I not felt a delicacy, arising from the fear that I might be consi- 
dered as overstepping the line of duty which has been marked out 
for me. 
'  ° The principal peculiarity in the Case of the “‘ Charles,” is, that she is the 
only Vessel of the late number under the Dutch Flag that has been taken 
with slaves on board, She also sailed under a Licence from the Governor of 
St. Eustatius, as appeared by the concealed Papers which were found on 
board. Amongst ihe French Papers which were first produced, there was 
one, dated at “ Pointe a Pitre, Guadaloupe,” 24th April 1825, only 3 days 
previous to the date of a similar Document at Saint Eustatius ; it states her 
to be “ Le Brick L’ Eugene,” Commandé par Le Sieur Louis Guion, Appar- 
tenant 4 Monsieur Victor Rancé, allant au Grand Cabotage.” For the further 
circumstances of this Case, I beg your reference to the Report. 

I find one Document among the Papers of the “ Charles,” a Copy of which 
I think of importance to send to you; it is a Receipt for the large sum of 600 
dollars, received by ‘* T. G. Groebe,” the Government Secretary at St. 
Eustatius, for renewing the Register and Muster-roll, and for obtaining 
Security for 2000 dollars, which Security, it appears, by other Documents, 
was given that she should not be illicitly employed in the Slave-trade. 

The last Vessel in the List, which I have given in the preceding part of 
this Letter, “ The Vogel,” arrived here on the 11th instant, she was taken off 
Grand Carrow, by a Boat of His Majesty’s Ship “ Brazen,” Captain Willes, 
on the 22d of January last, on the plea of being fitted out for the Slave-trade. 
The Court wili have to take this Case into consideration in a few days, when I 
shall have the honour to make my Report to you upon it. 

I fear there may have been the appearance of a neglectful delay in some 
of my Communications, but this has been caused by circumstances, which 
I regret, but not by myself; they are such as, I trust, may not again occur, 
and I have, therefore, Sir, to pray your indulgence. 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


&e. §c. &c. 


First Enclosure in No. 50. 


Report of the Case of the “ Amable Claudina,” Claudio Picaluga, Master, 
captured under Netherlands Colours. — 


‘ THE ‘* Amable Claudina,” a Schooner of the burthen of 85 tons, of which Claudio Picalnga. 
was Master, was taken possession of in the Roadstead of St. George d’Elmiga) by Lieutenant 
Caiger, acting under orders from Captain James Arthur Murray, of His Majesty’s Ship ‘’ Atboll,”’ 
on the 12¢h day of November 1825. BS a ; 

‘The Declaration of Captain Murray sets forth, that on the day specified, being off Elmina. 
Castle, be derained the Schooner ‘« Amable Claudina,” sailing under Dutch Colours, commanded 
by Claudio Picaluga, wlio declared ber to be ais from Bordeaux to the Coast of Africa, on the 
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ground of her having on board a moveable, or slave-deck, open gratings, and being fitted for the 

“reception of slaves ; that she was suppled with an extraordinary number of water-casks fora 
Cargo of Slaves, and also on the plea of her having had slaves on board during the Voyage 
which she was then prosecuting, being in contradiction to the Explanatory and Additional Arti- 
cles to the Treaty of the 4th May 1818, between His Majesty and His Majesty ‘The King of the 
‘Netherlands, signed at Brussels the 25th January 1823. | 

His Majesty's Ship ‘‘ Atholl” baviug arrived at Sierra Leone (previous to the ‘‘ Amable Clau- 
dina,”) and representations having been made that His Majesty's service required her early de- 
dallas to another Station, tbe Captor's Proctor petitioned the Court to be allowed to file the 
Papers, whieh was granted ; and the said Papers, together with Captain Murray's Affidavit, were 
lodged in the Registry on the 3d January 1926. : 

On the tJth January, an Affidavit of Captain Murray was filed in Court, baving attached to 
dt a Letter delivered to him, the said Captain Murray, and thus addressed, ‘‘ fo the Captain ot 
His Britannick Majesty’s Ship of War, just arrived iu Cape Coast Roads."’ 

This Letter was from J. C. Vander Breggen Paauw, as second in command at Edmina Castle. 
Jt was dated ‘ Elmina Castle, I Ith November 1825," and states, that in consequence of the 
Governor, Major Lust, being very ill, the management of the Publick Service devolved upon the 
Writer; and informing the Commander of His Britannick Majesty's Ship, that a Schooner, under 
ee Colours, came to anchor in those (Elmina) Roads that morning ; that from ber Papers 

od other circumstances, he had every reason to suspect that she was engaged in the Slave-trade, 

Mr. Bregzen Paauw further expressed ‘it to be his sincere wish, as well as his duty, to put a 
stop to this detestable Traffick ; and his hope, that the Commander of his said Britannick Majesty's 
Ship would examine the Vessel. 

It was in consequence of this Letter, that Captain Murray proceeded to Elmina, and cansed 
possession to be taken of the Schooner ‘‘ Amable Clandina,” on the grounds which have been 
previously stated in his Declaration, and sent ber for Adjudication to the British and Netherlands 
Mixed Court of Justice at this Place. 

On the same day (the 11th of January) a Monition was prayed, and issued accordingly. 

Claudio Picaluga, the Master, in his examination on the Interrogatorics, states himself to be 
a Geuoese by birth; that his Place of residence is Curacao ; that he is a Naturalized Subject ot The 
King of Holland; that he purchased the Schooner ‘¢ Amable Claudina’’ at Curacao, of which he 
is the sole Owner, and half Owner of the Cargo, the other Moiety being the property of Jose 
Giovanni Zangroni and of Chichiola Francischo, of Bordeaux ; and that tbe said Schooner sails 
under a Licence from Paulus Roeloff Cantz’Laar, Governor of Curacao, dated the 6th of October 
1824. 

That the present voyage of the said Vessel commenced from Bordeaux, whence she was destined 
to La Guayre He states ‘ that it was his imtention to go to La Guayra; but, when he got ro 
Sea, be altered his mind, and came to the Coast of Africa,’ Ee firse touched at ‘Feneriffe, to re- 
pair some damage the Vessel’s masts had sustained: but it must be here remarked, that one of the 
Mates (George Buylass) positively swears, that it was for the purpose of obtaining ‘‘ a greater 
number of men.” Thence he proceeded direct to the Coast, anchored first at Popoe, professing it 
to be his intention to trade in palm-oil, ivory, &c. This the Mate aforesaid directly contradicts, 
and states it to be his belief ‘* that the object was to procure slaves.’’ Not finding the success ov 
facility he expected at this Place, he proceeded to Dutch Accra, where he says he landed doubloons, 
to the value of 2000 dollars, to exchange for dollars; that having so landed this sum, he was une 
able to yet the dollars in return, but was forced to take slaves to the uumber of 32. He acknow- 
ledges bimselt to be the Owner of the Slaves, but that it was not his intention to take them tu the 
West Indies ; and that he landed them at Popoe. ‘The aforenumed George Buglass, (and this is 
cor. oborated by other evidence), on the contrary, declares, ‘that the slaves were only landed there 
(at Little Elmina, near to Popge,) for security, three hostazes having been taken on board for 
them, who were delivered up when the slaves were demanded, and reshipped by the Captors.” ‘The 
nuinber they, and then, sent on board was 34, being two more than is stated by the Master. 

‘ On the 2Uth of January, a Claim, througl a Proctor of the Court, on the part of Claudio Picas- 
luga, was made for the restoration of the said Schooner, her apparel, tackle, and furniture, her 
cargo, and for the value of 32 slaves, as the sole property of himself, a Naturalized Subject of His 
Majesty The King of the Netherlands, au Iuhubitant of Curacoa, and a Native of Genoa; and of 
two Naturalized Frenchmen, Natives of Old Spain, residing at Bordeaux, and as, proteeted- by 
the Treaty or Convention between His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty The King of the Ne- 
therlands, dated May 4, 1818; and for all costs, losses, charges, damages, demurrage aud ex- 
pences, arising from the capture and detention of the said Vessel and ber Cargo. 

The 6th of February was fixed wpon for the decision of the Court upon this Case; and, having 
deliberated with His Netherlands Majesty's Judye on all its points, and finding that her Licence, 
which is exactly in the same forn: as that of the ‘© Hoop” (granted by W A. Von Spengler), on 
. which Vessel I had lately the honour to Report, having the same reptricting Clause as to trading on 
the Coast of Africa; and also finding that her Passport and Custom-House Clearance trom Bordeaux, 
her Muster-Roll, which is given under the Seal and Signature of the Dutch Cansul, H. N. Houy, 
resident there ; the Manifest of her Cargo, her Bills of Lading, all declaring her destination to. be 
to La Guayra ; and finding, that, instead of proceeding to such ber Place of destination, she was 
found on the Coast of Africa, the only Place which her Licence forbade, with nu other reason 
assigned by the Master of the said Vessel for such, deviation than, that, on going out to- ** Sea, he 
had changed his mind; aud it being tur.her elicited, by the Examinations of the. Master and, 
other Persons belonging to the Schooner, that Slaves had ‘actually been on board during this par->» 
ticular voyage: a ; 

The Court was unanimously of opinion that the Vessel had evidently been engaged in a Traffick 
which was illegal, and therefore condemned the said Schooner ‘* Amable Claudina” and hex Carga + 
as lawful Prize to His' Majesty's Ship ‘ Atholl,” and the respective Goveruments,. 
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It appearing that the slaves, 34 in number, had been caused to be put on board at Little Elmina, 
near Popoe, by the instigation and influence of the Cuaptors, a proceeding contrary to the Provisions 
of the Treaty, and to the Instructions of His Majesty's Government.. The Court could not decree 
their emancipation, but they were delivered over to the charge of the Government ot this Colony. 


Sierra Leone, March 10, 1826. (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 


Second Enclosure in No. 50. (Translation.) 
The Governor of Elmina to The Netherlands Commissioner. 


Str, : St, George de la Mina, November 14, 1825. 

] TAKE the opportunity at hand to inform you, that on the 1 ith of this Month, there came to 
an anchor here under the Netherlands Flay, the Schooner ‘‘ L’ Amable Claudina,” Claudio Pica- 
luga, Master, and finding, on examination, that her Papers were not in good order, and it appear- 
ing out of several circumstances, that she was engaged in the illicit Traffick in Slaves, I found 
myself under the necessity of detaining the Vessel, and to declare her a Prize. | 

A few hours afterwards an English Man-of-War arrived off here, and being without sufficient 
means to secure the Prize, I found myself constrained to give her up to the said English Man-ot- 
War, in order to be brought before the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone tor trial. 
~ In the megn time I inform you, that I sent one of my Officers, Mr. Vander Breggen Paauw, on 
board the ‘‘ Amable Claudina’’ as Prize Master, hy whom the said Vessel was given up to the 
before-mentioned Man-of- War, together with the sum of 18,000f. which were found iv the cabin, 
according to an accepted Receipt. | . oes ks — —_ 3 
" The just half of this Prize belongs to the Netherlands.Goyernment upon the Coast of Guinea ; 
the other half becomes in favour of the Euglish Man-of-War, the ‘* Atholl.” So I trast to your 
zeal, that care shall be taken of the half of the money which was found on buard the ‘* Amable 
Claudina,”’ aud more will probably be found in the said Vessel ; also tor the amount whicb the 
“¢ Amable Claudina ” and Cargo will produce at the Publick Auction. te 

And I expect the umount by the first convenient opportunity that will belong to this Govern- 
nreat on the Coast. 

The Knight of the Order of the Belgic Lion, Major and Commander, A. T. of the Nether- 
- Jands Possessions on the Coast of Guinea. (Signed) FF, LAST. 


, 


P.S.—All the Papers belonging to the Vessel are given juto the hands of the English Captain, 
Murray. . (Signed) F. L. 
Mons. E. P. G. Bonnouvrié, 


- Third Enclosure in No. 50. (Translation.) 
¢ ; eu . . 25 y oe . “8 anid : 
The Commanting Officer at Elmina to Captain Murray. 
| a oe ee a ee 
Sr, Elmina Castle, November 11, 1825... 
: - i or aon a "@e e e é 
IN consequence of The Chevalier Last being very ill, the management of the Publick Service 
having devolved upon me, I have the honour to inform you that a Schooner, under Dutch Colours, 
came to anchor in these Roads this Morning, and that trom her Papers and other circumstances, 
I have every reason to suspect she is engaged in the Slave-trade, 
As it is no less my sincere wish, than it is my duty, to do all I can to. puta stop to this detestable 


Traffick, I take the liberty to acquaint you herewith, hoping you will examine the Vessel, ‘I have. 
detained the Mustet and some of the Crew on Shore, and shall do my utmost to prevent her 


escape from here. J] have the honour to be, &c, 
The Captain of H. B, M. Ship-of-War, (Signed) 1. C. VANDER BREGGEN PAAUW, 
Cupe Cuast Roads. Second in Command. 
a ae tt pen oe nntn 


Fourth Enclosuré in No. 50.:_ | 
Affidavit of Captain Murray. 


‘PERSONALLY appeared James Arthur Murray, Esq., Captafn of His Majesty's Ship 
<* Atholl,” who, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that the Letrer hereunto annexed, dated 
<* Elntina Castle, 11th November 1625, signed J.C. Vander Breggen Paauw, Second in Com- - 
mand,', and addressed to ‘* To the Captain of H. B M, Ship-of-War just arrived in.Cape Coast 
Roads,” was sent to this Deponent as Captain of the Ship-of-War just arrived in Cape. Coast - 
Reads, and‘is, as this Deponent’ verity believes, in the hand-writing of the said. J. C. Vanier. 
Breggen Paauw, Second in Command at Elmina Castle, and is now delivered up by this Depo- : 
nent without ‘any addition, alteration, or subduction whatever, except the Indorsement. of ‘ Leater 
from: Elmina,” written on the back. (Signed) _ JAMES. A, MURRAY. 
Sworn before.me, at Free Town, Sierra Leone, this } Ith day of January 1826. _ 

an ‘(Signed)’ + Wa. Smiru, Registrar, _ 
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Fifth Enclosure in No. 50. 


Affidavit of Lieutenant Caiger. 


APPERARED personally, Herbert Caiger, Req. First Lieutenant of His Majesty's Ship 
“* Atholl,’ Captain James Arthur Murray, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on 
the 12th day of November last, being off Elmina Castle, on the Western Coust of Africa, by 
order of the said Captain James Arthur Murray, he, this Deponent, boarded and took possession 
of the Netherlands Schooner ‘* Amable Claudina,” whereof Claudio Picaluga, was Master, by 
reason that the said Schooner was eniployed in the illegal Trafick in Slaves, contrary to the 
Additional Article of the Treaty entered into between His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty 
The King of the Netherlands, And this Deponent further saith, that at the time of going on 
board the said Schooner ‘‘ Amable Claudina,” the said Claudio Picaluga, the Maste~, was on Shore 
at Elmina Castle, with a Boat’s Crew of 4 men; that the said Schooner was imder the command 
and charge of the Chiet Mate; that no Boat whatsoever from the Shore had had any communica. 
tion with the said Schooner, and that she was not in charge of any Officer or Person sent on 
board by the Commandant of Elmina Castle. (Signed) H.’ CAIGER. 


Sworn before me, this 3d day of January 1826, 
(Signed) Ww. Smita, Registrar. 


Sixth Enclosure in No. 50. | (Translation.) 


Licence of the * Amable Claudina.” , 


Most Serene, Most [llustrious, Illustrious, High and Well Born, Well Born, Venerable, 
Fstimable, Sapient, Prudent, Emperors, Kings, Republicks, Princes, Dukes, Counts, 
Barons, Burgomasters, Aldermen, Councillors, xs also Judges, Officers, Justices and Go- 
vervors of all good Towns and Fortresses, who shall see these Presents, or shall hear them 
rend, Greeting, 


WE, Paulus Roelof, Cantz’Laar, Knight of the Order of the Netberlands Lion, Rear Admiral 
in the Service of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, Governor of Curagoa, and the Depend- 
ent Islands Bonaire and Aruba, and Commander-in-Chief of the Land and Sea Forces there 
stationed, &c. &c. &e. notify: that Claudio Picaluga, is Master of the Schooner, called ‘* Amable 
Claudina,” of 50 tons burthen, belonging to himself, a Subject of His Majesty The King of the 
Netherlands, and inhabitant of this Island: and being desirous to give encourazement to the 
before named Master, we entreat all the above mentioned, and every one of them, to whom the 
Master alluded 10 shall come with bis Vessel and the goods Jaden in her, to be pleased to give the 
before named Master a friendly reception and proper treatment, allowing bim in his passage, upon 
his paying the customary tolls and imposts, to navigate, pass and frequent the Ports and Rivers, 
with the view of transacting his business, where and when be shall think proper, which favour we 
are willing to return, oo 


Given under our band and the Seal of the Government, at Curacoa, the 6th of October 1824, 
the Lith Year of His Majesty's Reign. ». * 3 : - oN; 3 


To be in force for 12 Months tor the purpose of Navigating all Seas, except those on the 
Coast of Guinea. a (Signed) CAN Z'LAAR. 


' By order of His Excellency, (Signed) Wm. Paine. 


-(Indorsed), Seen at Bordeaux, the 16th August 1825, 
* Consul forthe Netherlands (Signed) H. N. Houy. 


- Seen the {0th September 1825, Santa Cruz, in the Isle of Teneriffe, by A. Berusr. 
, J. Voss. 


Seventh Enclosure in No. 50. 


Report of the Case of the Netherlands Brig “Charles,” Louis L’ Oiseau, 
Master. 


THIS Vessel arrived here on the 2ist of January 1626, having 243 slaves on board, 265 
having been captured in her, and 22 having died during the passage to Sierra Leone. 

The Declaration of the Captor, Lieutenant John Chrystie, commanding His Majesty's Gun- 
Brig ‘‘ Conflict,” sets forth, that being un the River of Old Calabar, he seized and detained the 
Brig ‘‘ Charles,” sailing under Dutch Colours, whereof Louis L’Qiseau, was Master, on the 19th 
day of December 1825, by reason that the said Vessel was employed in the Traffick in Slaves, 
contrary to the Treaty entered into between His Majesty and His Majesty The King of the 
Netherlands. 

On the 23d day of January, the Papers in this Case were duly filed, together with the Affidavit 
of Mr. Henry Pryce Deechamps, Admiralty Mate of His Majesty's Brig ‘* Conflict,” and Prize- 
Master of the ‘* Uharles,” which states, that the Papers, Writings and Documents, marked from 
No. 16 to No. 20, inclusive (being a set of French Papers f r the said Brig under the name of 
«¢ L'Eugene,”) were delivered ip to him by the Master of the said Brig; that he examined a 
Writing-Desk, which be found concealed in the Cabin of the said Brig, and found secreted ia a 
drawer thereof, the Papers, Writings and Documents (No, | to No. 15), being the Dutch Papers of 
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“the said Brig under the name of the ‘ Charles,” sigan told by the Master at the time of his 
ee up the first Papers, that there were no others on board. 
A Monition was prayed tor @ and issued on the 28th January, citing the Parties interested in the 
Cause to appear. 
The French Papers found on board this Vessel, call her Ditieane: "* commanded by Louls 
Guion, belonging to M. Victor Rancé, of Pointe a Pitre, and are dated at Pointe a Pitre, Guade- 
Joupe, as follow, viz :— 


Register. paints dee Miwied Bae See asiahaicah decal ual di-a setaniellabesttancs eoeee 27th October 1824, 
Passport ........ ee eee ee er etre Shreve gain eee Baie 27th October — 
Role d’ Equipage ee ee eee er ee er eee ~ 24th April 1825. . 
Invoice, signed Victor Rancé .............. eee » 25th April — 
Cu-tom-House Clearance trom Pointe a Pitre............. . 20th April — 


while the Dutch Papers found concealed on board, declare her to be the ¢* Charles,’ commanded 


_by Louis L'Oiseau, has her Clearance trom Saint Thomas dated 23d April 1825, her Invoice (cor- 


responding in every particular with the one said to be made at Pointe a Pitre, and in the same 
hand-writing), dated also at Saint Thomas, on the 24th April 1825, signed by T. B. Andrize 
and Co, for the account and risk ef Louis L Oisean, an-Ithe Muster-R sil Clearance tor Rio vaUEIED: 
and Passport, are dated at Saint Bustatius, the 27th A pril 1825. 

It is, therefore, evident that the French Papers must be gross forgeries, it being out of all pro- 
hability that she could clear ont fiom Pointe a Pitre, on the 26th April, and have her Muster- 
Roll Clearance for Rio Janeiro and Passport from Saint Eustatius, the next day. 

The Second Master, Jean Rouxel, in his examination on the Seaniline Interrogatories, stated, 
that she was seized for having slaves and Datch, Papers and Colours on board; that her name is 
the ‘* Charles,” but he believed she had also been called ‘ L’Eugene,”’ as he saw French Papers 
with that vame in them on board of her; that he saw them, tor the first time, when she was 
lying in Calabar River, where also the Fach Flag was first hoisted, and that the French Flag 
was flying when she was examined by the Man of War by which she was taken, He further 
stated, that the present Voyage commenced at St. Thomas, but he did not know where it was to 
have ended. St. Kustatius he declared to be the last clearing Port the Brig sailed from, previous 
to capture, and that she went there to procure Netherlands Papers; from which Port she went 
direct to Calabar to procure her Cargo of Slaves, 267 of whom were on board when the Brig was 
taken, and he helieved the Master (Louis L’Qiseau) to have been the sole Owner of the Brig and 
Slaves at the time they were seized. 

Thomas Ganse, Seaman on board, deposed, on the same Interrogatories, ‘ that the Brig was 
seized for having Slaves and French Papers and Colours, and Dutch Papers and Colours on board, 
but that she sailed under Dutch Colours, and he only knew the Brig by the name of ‘* L’ Eugene ;” 
that the present Voyage began at St Thomas, but he did not know where it was to have ended ; 
St. Eustatius was the last clearing Port. she. sailed frem previous to capture, where the Dutch 
Papers were procured; and that she went to Calabar River to trade for slaves, but he could not 
tell the number that were taken on board ;" he turther declared his belief, ‘‘that the Master was 
the sole Owner of the Brig and Slaves at the time they were seized " 

It appeared by the evidence of Lindor, a Cabin- Boy, ‘that this is the second Voyage in which 
the Brig bas been employed in carrying on an illicit Traffick in Slaves, the first Cargo having been 
safely delivered at Surinam, that the present Voyage commenced at St. Thomas, and was to have 
ended there, atter delivering the present Cargo, at Surinan.”’ 

The Declarations of Jean Rouxel, thomas Ganse, and Lindor, the production of the Wanda: 
lent, if not felonious, French Papers, the concealment of the Dutch Papers, added to the fact of 
the slaves having been found on board ; 3 all these circumstances combined, made this Case so very 
clear, that the Court had no difficulty in condemning her as a lawful Prize, taken by His Majesty's 
Brig ‘< Conflict,’’ Lieutenant John Chrystie, Commander, and pronounced 245 slaves to bave been 
on board at the time of capture, 22 of whom had died before Adjudication, and the remainder, in 
number 243, were ‘emancipated. 


Sierra Leone, March 20, 1826. (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 


Eighth Enclosure in No. 50. 


Captain Louis L’ Oiseau, Brig ‘‘ Charles.” - 


April 27, 1825 —Renewing Register and Muster Roll. and amount paid for 
obtaining Security tor 2000 Spanish dollars ......,....... . 600 Sp. dolls: 


Rd. Payment, 
I. G. GROEBE. 


No. 51. 


George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2, 1826. ) 


_~ Sir, Szerra Leone, August 20, 1825. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that Z. P. G. Bonnouvrié, Esq. 
His Netherlands Majesty’s Commissary Judge, arrived in this Colony on the 
Y 
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35th instant, and that this Gentleman jhas entered upon the dutics of «his 
Otlice in the British and Netherlands Mixed-Court.of Justice. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed ) GEO. RENDALL. 
“The Right Hon. George Canning, — 4 
&c. &c. Se. 


No. 52. 


George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2, 1826,) 


SIR, Sierra Leone, November 21, 1825. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose, fer your information, a Report of the Case 
of the Netherlands Schooner “ Bey,” William Woodside, Master, brought in 
here on the 23d of May last for Adjudication, having been detained on the 
19th of the same Month off the River Gatlinas, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Maid- 
stone,” Commodore Bullen, on suspicion ot being engaged in the illicit Slave- 
trade, and falling under the several] designations of the Additional Article to ghe 
Treaty signed at Brussels on the 25th of January 1823. 

The Court were of opinion that sufficient proof of the illegal engagement in 
the Slave-trade had been afforded, and therefore passed Sentence of Con- 
demnatioron the Vessel and Cargo on the 29th day of June. 

I cannot allow this Case to pass without noticing to you, Sir, what ap- 

ared evident, from the various proofs which were affurded, that the. Nether- 
Jands Flag and Papers had in this instance been obtained for the purpose of 
fraudulently covering other property. The Vessel was American built, and, 
by the names of the Master and Crew on the Muster-Roll, it would appear 
they were Americans, or Englishmen. 

The Second Mate, an American, was perfectly ignorant of the Dutch lan- 
guage, and stated that he did net know to what Countries the Crew respec- 
tively belonged. He appeared much astonished when he was informed that 
the Ship's Bassport contained a Clause which forbade trading on the Coast of 
Gyinea. ] have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, . 2 


Se. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 52. 


Report of the Case of the Netherlands Schooner “ Bey,” William Wood- 
sede, Afaster. 


THIS Vessel arrived in the Harbour of Sierra Leone on the 23d of May last, but owing to the 
changes in the Commissions at that period, the Proceedings were not regularly commenced ontil 
the 13th of June, upon whith day the Ship’s Papers were brought into the Registry, aud duly 
attested by George A. Nixon, Master's Mate ot His Mujesty’s Ship ‘* Maidstone.” 

The usual Monition was issued on the 14th, calling upon all Persons having, or pretending to 
have, any right, title, or interest in the Schooner “ Key,” to appear and make claim, which was 
returned on the 22d of June as duly served. 

Commodore Bullen’s Declaration states, that this Vessel was detained off the River Gallinas on 
the 19th of May 1825, being under Dutch Colours, armed with | gun, }2-pouncer, MW iltiath 
Woodside, Master, who being absent on Shore, William Wolper, the Commanding Officer 
declared her to be bound from Se Eustatius to the Gallinas with a Crew of |] men, . having no 
slaves on board, but falling under several designations of the Additional Article signed at Brus- 
sels, on the 25th of January 1823, ; 

The Papers of the Vessel consist of a Roll of the Crew, a Bill of Sale, a Licence to carry Armns 
and auother to, Navigate the Vessel for | 2 Months, ta aby Port or Place except upon the Coust of 
Guinea, and are alk dated in the Month of October 1824, at St. Eustatius, : 

The Depositions of all the Witnesses. examined, viz.: the Second Mate, ove Seaman and the 
Steward, gheis, that this"Vessel was fitted at St. Eustatius, frum wheace she sailed to the Guast of 
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“Africa direct, where she touched at -‘Gatraway,°Grand Sestos, Cape Mount, Manna and Gallinas, 
to trade, that she was seized at anchor 5 miles off Gallinas, had one Passenger taken on board at 
Manna, Jobannes Dahl, a Danish Miriner, that the Master, whe is a Naturalized Dutchman, was 
‘the Owner; Vessel’s Clearance and Log Book burnt at Maina by accident; has 30 bags of rice 
‘taken on board on the Coast; the Seaman states that patt was taken on board at St. Eustatius ; 
has 34 water-casks, some filled at St.-Eustatius, others on the Coast; plank cut to ft the masts and 
pumps; Cargo sold to different Persons on the Coast, ‘The return Cargo was to have been palm 
oil and camwood; it was not to have been slaves, to their knowledge. The Second Mate and 
Steward state, that Black Men were carried as passengers froin one part of the Coast to another, 
which the Seaman denies. : . 

The Deposition of Johannes Dall shews, that he embarked as a passenger on board this Vesgel 
at Manna, 2 months and a half previous to his Examination; is certain that 60 or 70 bags of 
rice, each weighing about |50lbs. were landed at Manna and Gallinas ; thinks there were more 
coppers with steamers that would cook for 100 Negroes or Slaves ; Vessel has carried Black Pas- 
sepgers, cannot swear they were free or Slaves. 

A Commission of Survey was prayed on the part of the Captors, and granted on the 2Ist of 
Jane. The Report of the Conimissioners twas filed on the 27th, the substance being as follows : 
that the Schooner “‘ Bey’’ is 60 tons admeasutement ; length on deck 60 feet 2 inches; extreme 
breadth 18 feet 2 inches ; one suit of sails complete ; no gouds, wares, or merchandize on board ; 
wrmed with | Jong traversing 12-pounder gun in complete order; 2 brace of pistols, 6 cirtlasses 
and 2 muskets; | quarter barrel powder, 40 cases of canister shot, 45 round shot ani a small 
quantity of langridge ; 30 hogsheads of water stowed in the hold, containing about 2,000 gal- 
dons; 3 empty puncheons and 2 barrels ‘on deck, capable of containing about 400 gallons more,’ 
The casks in the hold are stowed so as to form nearly a platform of themselves. 

In the after part of the hold a platform, ‘6 feet by 10 feet 2 inches, was laid. Spare. beams and 
planks fitted to the hold, by which they ‘extended the platform 16 feet 5 inches in length, With ‘the 
whole breadth of the hold; there were not boards enough to form & complete platform, but the 
foand vome pieces cut to fit che tore part of tite Vessel, and when cutto fit the foremast. The heigb 
between the shifting platform snd the deck was 3 feet Vinch; fownd on board 11 birckets and 
‘4 mess-kids ; boilers divided into 4 parts, and with 2 steamers, capable of holding 3142 yallons ; ah 
oven tor baking with range in front; found 37 bags of Carolina rice, containing 82 cwt. 

From the Evidence, the Ship’s Papers, and the Report of the Commissioners of Survey, the 
Court were of opinion that this Vessel was, at the time of ber detention, within the limits spe- 
ified ia the Additional Article to the Treaty, cemcluded at the Hugue the 4th day of May 1818, 
between His Majesty and The King of the Nethertands, signed at Brassels, the 25th of January 
4523, and that in her outfit and equipment bhe fell within the 3d, 5th, 6th, &th and 9th Designa- 
tions thereia mentioned. In addition to this primd facie Evidence of the Vessel’s employment ih 
the Slave-trade, the Court duly considered the other suspicions circumstances under which she was 
found, viz: being at anchor off one of the most notorious Shave Factorie« on the Coast of Africa, 
When the Licence ot Navigation expressly forbade any approach to the Coust of Guinea; landing 
large quantities of rice at Manna aod Gallinas, part of which bad been brought from St. Busta- 
tius, and part bought on the Coast; filling the casks ‘with Water on the Coast, although thé 
Second Mate declared that palm oil was to have been part of return Cargo; having no Log 
Book kept either by che Muster or two Mates ; fod further, that no satisfactory Evidence was 
offered on the part of the Owner or Master that this Vessel wus otherwise legally employet! at 
the time of detention. . a | 

The Court, therefore, pabsed Sextence of Condemnation of the Vessel and Cargo, on the 29th 
day of June 1525. | (Signed) GEO. RENDALE. . 


‘ : % ° ‘ : eye body eh iyy vy 3 bd . 


No. 53. 
George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canmng.—{ Received June 2.) 


Siz Sierra Leone, November 21, 1825. 


1 HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, the Report of the 
Case of the Netherlands Brg “ Z,” Denis K. Derne, Master, brought ith 
here for Adjudication on the 17th of August last, having been detained on 
the 31st of July previous, by His Majesty’s Ship ‘ Maidstone,” Commodore 
Bullen, off the River Sombrero, or Andony, not having any Slaves on board, 
but being fitted and equipped for the Slave-trade. 

The proot in this Case being fully established, the British and Nether- 
lands Commissary Judges passed Sentence of Condemnation of the Vessel; 
on the 9th of September 1825. | | | | 

I beg leave to remark, that I conceive this Case bears great similarity to 
that of the “ Bey,” and is more fully developed by the discovery of Slave 
Irons and Coppers. The Master was Naturalized at Saint Eustatius, in 
April: last, and in the Month of July he arrived on this Coast with a full 
Cargo under Dutch Colours. It is evident that French property is co- 
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-wered in this Case, and shews with what facility false Papers can be procured 
at the Island of Saint Eustatius. 

I propose forwarding with the General Report of the State cf the Slave- 
trade, Translations of the Private Letters and Papers found on board this 
Vessel, as 1 hope they will prove the means of throwing some light on these 
nefarious transactions. I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 53. 


Report of the Case of the Netherlands Brig “Z. Denis K. Derne,. 
- Master. 


THIS Vessel arrived at Sierra Leone the 17th day of August last, and the Ship's Papers duly 
-authenicated, with Commodore Bullen’s Declaration, were brongit into Court the same day. A 
Monition was issued on the 20th of August, calling upon all Persons having, or pretending to have, 
any Claim in the Brig ‘<Z."’ to appear and establish the same ; this was returned as duly served o1 
the 29th. 

The Declaration of Commodore Bullen states, that on the 3Ist of July 1825, off the River 
Sombrero or Andony, he detained the Brig “ Z.” sailing under Dutch Colours, armed with 2 long 
six-pounder guns, 4 eighteen-pounder carronades, 2 swivels, 1& muskets, and 12 swords, com- 
inanded by Denis Kerne Deine, who declared her to be bound from St. Thomas to the River An- 
dony, belonging to Sain Bustatius, with a Crew of 28 men and boys, not having on board slaves, 
but falling under the several designations of the Adaitioual Article signed at Brussels tbe 25th of 
January 1823. : 

The Papers of the Vessel consist of a License of Navigation for 12 Months, to anv Place except 
upon the Coast of Guinea, and a Passport given by the Governor of the Island of Saint Eustatius, 
in April 1825. A Muster-roll, List of Cargo, and Clearance, dated at Saint ‘Thomas the 25tt. 
of May 1825. There are also numerous French Letters, Private Papers, &c.. 

The Master’s Deposition states, that he was born at Brest, but naturalized at Sait Eustatius 

ia April last. Took possession of the Vessel about 18 or 20 months since at Martinique; she 
was built at Nautes, has a large interest in the Vessel and Cargo; she was seized upon pretence 
ot be ng engaged in the Slave-trade ; sailed uncer Dutch Colours; had a French Flag on board, 
it was on board because she sailed under the Fre ch Flag formerly; has been called the “ Z." 
since April last, was formerly the ‘* Pauline and Amanda.””) The Vovage began at Saint Thomas 
and was to have ended there ; was captured in 3. 30,.North, and 6. East; bought the Vessel at 
Martinique from the French Government at Publick Auction ; paid 6000 dollars tor her; Vessel 
aud Cargo were both insured for this Voyage in Paris, at.a premium of 24 per Cent, 
_ The Depositions of the Surgeon, Boatswain-and Cabin-cook, are alike in substance with that of 
‘the Master. 
Three Affidavits, made by Edward Franklin, Lieutenant of His Majesty's Ship ‘* Maid- 
stone” and Prize- Master of the Brig ‘* Z,"’ were filed in this Case; the first on the 6th Septemi- 
ber 1825, stating that on the 26th of August Deponent found &6 slave-irons on board the Brig 
‘ Z," which had been concealed below; the second states, that, on the 7th of September, the 
same Deponent found 76 slave-irons, in addition to the 86 before mentioned, and that they were 
concealed under the powder in the hold; the third Affidavit states, that, on the 10th of Septem- 
ber, Mr. Franklin discovered, in the after-part of the Brig ‘* Z," a set of coppers capable of con- 
taining trom 90 to 100 gallons. 

A Commission of Inspection and Survey was prayed and issued on the 6th of September, and 
returned as duly performed on the &th. The Commissioners report that the hatches of the Brig 
<¢ Z are fitted with open gratings, that she has spare plank more than sufficient to form a second 
or moveable deck, beains fitted with rabbits and grooves for receiving the same; that they found 
£0 pair of shackles, as well as a considerable number of iron bolts ; from 10 to 15 tons of water 
in casks, butts, puncheons, and hogsheads, 51 mess kids, from 2 to 3 gallons each ; 16 buckets of 
2 gallons each ; 6 poopoo tubs ; boilers unreasonably large for the tennage of the Vessel ; from 
30 to 40 bags of rice, as nearly as they could ascertain, mixed with calavances in bulk; 
also sume casks of calavances ; 4 twelve-pound carronades, 2 long nine-pounders, sundry small arm¢ 
and cutlasses, with a considerable quantity of powder and shot of all descriptions. 

The Court were of opinion that this Vessel was, at the time of capture, within the specified 
limits, and that in ber cquipurent and outfit, she fell within & of the Designations named in the Ade 
ditional Article te the Treaty, signed at Brussels on the 25th of January 1823, viz:—the Ise, 
3d, 4th, 5th, Gth, 7th, Sth, and 9th: and as no evidence was offered on the part of the Master 
and Owner that the Vessel was legally employed at the time of her detention, the Court passed 
Sentence of Condemnation on the Vessel and Cargo, on the 9th day of September ]$25. 

(Signed) GEO. RENDALL,; 
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No. 54. 
George Rendall, E'sq.to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 2, 1826.) 


Sir, | Szerra Leone, November 25, 1825. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose, herewith, a Report of the Case of the 
Netherlands Schooner “ La Venus,” André Desbarbes, Master, detained on 
the Ist of September off Cape Formosa, by His Majesty’s Ship ‘* Atholl,” 
Captain James Arthur Murray, having no slaves on board, but falling 
‘under ‘the several designations contained in the Additional Article to the— 
Treaty signed at Brussels the 25th of January 1843, and sent in here for 
‘Adjudication on the 23d of September 1625. a: 

The proof of this Vessel’s engagement in the illegal Traffick ‘of Slaves 
being clearly established, the British and Netherlands Judges condemned 
the Vessel and Cargo on the 1st of November 1825. 

I feel it my duty to observe, that this is another Case wherewith I con- 
ceive the Netherlands Flag has been made a cover for French property, 
a practice which I expect will be found to have been of long and frequent 
occurrence, although it has escaped the vigilant notice of our Cruizers untl 
lately. I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL. 
&e. &e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 54. 


Report of the Case of the Netherlands Schooner ** La Venus,” Andre Des- 


barbes, Master. 


THIS Vessel was brought into this Port on the 23d of September 1825. but owing to the 
absence of the Agent and Proctor for Captors, the Papers were not produced in‘Couft until the 
12th ot Octeber, upon which day Mr. Hodder, Admiralty Mate, delivered them, duly attested, to- 
gether with the Declaration of the Captor, into the hands ot the Registrar, by whom they were 
duly fled. A Monition was issued, citing all persons having any right or interest in the Schooner 
** La Venus” and Cargo, to appear and make claim; this was returned certified as having been. 
duly served 

Ihe Declaration of the Captor, Captain James -Arthur Murray, commanding His Majesty's 
Ship ‘* Atholl,” states, ‘that on the Ist day of September last, being in Catitude 4. 12. North, 
and Longitude 5.33. East, he detained the Schooner ‘ La Venus” sailing under Dutch Colours, 
armed with 4 six-pounder guns, commanded by Audré Desbarbes, who declared her to be bound 
from St. Thomas, West Indies, to the Coast, with a Crew consisting of 27 men" | 

The Third Mate, in answer to the standing Interrogatorics, states, ‘‘that the Master's 
name is Desbarbes, that M. Saubot appointed him’ to the Command at St. Thomas in June 
Jast; does not know upon what pretence the Vessel was seized; sailed under Dutch Colours, 
hada French Flay on board; does not know tor what reason Voyage began at St. Thomas, 
does not hnow where it was to have ended; touched at no Places during the Voyage; Ves- 
sel wag seized off Cape Formosa on the Ist of September, was steering for Princes Island, 
hauled close on a wind, because they were afraid Capturing Ship was a Pirate.” In answer 
to special Interrogatories put by order of the Court, states, ‘‘the hatches of ‘‘ La Venus’ 
to be close, like common Merchant Vessels, has two bulk-heads, one. to part off the cubin 
and the other the forecastle from the hold; some plank on board, cannot say what quantity, or 
for what purpose it was to be applied; dves not know if there are any shackles, bolts, Hand- — 
cuffs, or shackle-rivets on board; has # tier of water-casks, cannot state the number or quantity ; 
dors not know if there is a Custom. House Clearance for the same; there are mess-tubs and kids 
on board; does not know the number ; does not know if any large coppers or boilers are on board, 
nor if any means of making more than one cooking place; bas seen only two or three casks of 
rice, there may be more; some flour, does not know what quantity ; cannot say whether the re- 
turn Cargo was to have been slaves or not; cannot say for what purpose the articles he has stated | 
to be on board were intended ; does not know what Cargo ‘* La Venus”’ carried off the last Voyage.” 
Carl F. Schmeidcke, a Mariner, in his Auswers to the standing Interrogatories, gives the exact 
subotance of the Third Mate’s Evidence, but differs in some ot his Answers to the special Inter- 
rozatories as ‘‘ that he has seen 6 or 8 planks marked ; a dozen shackles on board ; that there are 
a great many water-casks all full; has seen abont 20 mess-kids, and four-large tubs with covers ; 
there is a great quantity of rice; believes from what he saw on board that the return Cargo was 
to have been slaves; believes the articles he has stated to be on board must have been intended 
fur the use of slaves; beard from the people that the last Cargo was slaves; a Commission of 
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Survey was issued on the 17th of October, andthe Report of the Coinmissioners filed on the2 Ist ; 
they state that the main hatch of ‘* La Venus” is open with loose iron bars to fix on the same; 
that there is on board a quantity of plank, numbered, cut, and fitted to form a moveable deck ; 
that they found 131 pair of shackles or irons, with ahout 500 forelocks and 19 padlocks, evi- 
dently intended for slave chains ; complete tier of water-casks, fore and aft, all nearty filled; they 
found 46 mess-kids, 14 buckets, 2 large mess-tubs, 6 poopoo-tubs, and large quantity of wooden- 
Bpoons ; one large copper-boiler of 120 gul!ons, in addition to the usual cooking apparatus of the 
Crew; ulso 2 tons of rice and a small quantity of calavances.” They state that the Vessel bas 

‘the appearance of being fitted out for the Slave-trace. 

+ The Court came to the conclusion, that the Schooner ‘‘La Venus’’ was at the time of her de- 
tention by His Majesty’s Ship ‘* Atholl,’ Captaiu James Arthur Murray, withia the limits spe- 
cified in the Additional Article to the Treaty, signed at Brussels the 25th of January 1823, and 
that in her ourfit and equipment she came under the 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th de- 
signations therein contained, and as no exculpatory evidence was offered on behalf of the Owner 
or Master, the Court passed Sentence of Condemnation oa the said Schooner ‘‘ La Venus" aud 
ber Cargo, upon the Ist day of Novembeps 1825. (Sigued) GEO. RENDALL. 
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No. 52. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, July 8, 1826. 


I SEND to you, for the information of yourselves, and of the other Gen- 
tlemen composing the Board of Commission whereof you are Members, the 
accompanying Copy of a Note, which F have received from His Netherland 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at this Court; by which it appears, that the Ne- 
therlands Brig-of-War ‘“ Panther”, destined fer the West Indies, will be 
furnished with a Copy of the Treaty of the 4th May 1818, and of the Docu- 
‘ments annexed thereto, for the suppression of the Traffick in Slaves. 


Iam, &c. 
His. Majesty's Commissioners... (Signed). +=©GEQRGE CANNING. 


— 


Enclosure in No. 55. 


M, Dedel to Mr. Secretary, Canning. 


Baysesten- Squame, le A Juilies 1826.. 


- » BEE Soussigné, Ministre Plénipotentiaire de S.M, Le Roi des Pays Bas, alhonnear.dle s'acquitter 

deg Ordres qu'il vient de recevoir de sa Cour, en portant ala conyaisgauce de Son. Excellence 
Mr. Capning, Premier Secrétaire d’ Etat pour les Affaires Etrangéres, que le Brick des Pays Bas 
<«¢ de Panter,”’ de.106 hommes d'équipage et de 18 piéces de canon, commandé par. le Capitainee 
Lientenant Buys, et qui avait ordre de partir. le ler Juillet pour les Indes Occisentales, sera 
pourya d'un exeviplaire dy Traité dy 4 Mai 1818, et de tous les autres Docewnens, qui sont rela- 
tifs & la répression du Commerce des Esclaves. Le Soussigné, &e, 


‘A Son Excellence M, Canning, W, G. DEDEL. 
&e. &e. -&c. 


(Translation.). | | Bryanstan: Sgyare, July 4, 1826. 


THE Undersigned, Minister Ptenjpotentiary of His Majesty The King -of the Netherlanes, 
has the honour, in compliance with the Orders which be bas received trom his Coure, to inform 
his Excellency Mr. Canning, Principal Secretary of State for Foreign ‘Affairs, that: the Nee 
therlands Brig ‘‘ de Panter," with a crew ot 106 men, and 18 pieces of cannon, commande by 
Captain-Lieutenant Buys, ordered to sail on the Ist July for the West Indies, will be-turmehed 
will Pa Copy. of the Treaty of the 4th May 1818. and of ‘all the other Documents relative to the 


suppression of the Slave-traie, The Undersigned, &c. 
His, Enceligncy Mr. Canning, (Signed), W. G. DEDEL, 
: &e. &c. &c, ° 
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' No. 56. | 
J: 7. Williams, Esy. to Mr. Secretary Cinnihg.— (Received July 12.) 


Sir, | Sierra Leone, April 4, 1826. 


I HAVE the horour to fotward, herewith, a Report of the Case of the 
Schooner “ Vogel,” Jean Blais, Master, tried and condemned in the British 
end Netherlands Court of Jastice, as Prize to His Majesty’s Ship ‘* Brazen,” 
Captain G. W. Willes, on the 31st of last Month. — . | 

The fact of the abuse of the Flag of His Majesty The King of Holland, to 
cover the illicit practices of the Slave Dealers of other Nations, is so noto- 
rrously evident in this Case, that I have considered it to be my duty to forward, 
with the Report on it, a greater number of Documents than I should think 
it proper to trouble you with im ordinary Cases ; it having occurred to me, 

that they may be useful, should you be pleased to consider it expedicnt, to 
communicate with the Government of His Majesty The King of the Nether- 
lands on the subject of the Proceedings of the Colonial Authorities at St. 
Eustatius ; for certaimly the manner in which these Licences have been 
granted, as it would appear to every Applicant, evinces but little care 
for the respect and dignity of their Nationa} Flag. 

The facility with which business of this description is effected at St. Eusta- 

_tius, will appear by the following brief Statement: a 

Jean Blais was at the Island of St. Thomas on the 22d July 1825, where 

he appears to have made his arrangements, and to have proceeded immedi- 

_ately to St. Eustatius ; for, in a few days after, we find him a Naturalized 
Subject of The Aing.of Holland,.as appears by his Certificate of Naturaliza- 
tion, dated 28th July 1825. | 

On the 4th of August he purchases the American Schooner “ Gad/ant,” (a 

“matter which it is to be presumed, had been previously arranged at St. 

. Thomas): for 2,260 pieces of eight, and: changes’ her name to that of the 
Vogel.” Under the latter name a Licence is grahted’to her on the folluw- 
ing day, to sail under the Netherlands Flag. | 

These Doeuments are all authenticated and signed by the Governor, 
«© W., A. Van Spengler.” | 

On. the satite day (5th August) she clears‘out, in ballast, to' return back to 
St: Thomas. . | | ) 

Gn the 17th September she clears out at the Custom-House, at St. 
Thomas, for Prinees Istand, on the Coast of Africa. ie ea 

“Among the Frencti Papers is an ete de Francisation, dated Pointe a 

Pitre, Guadaloupe, 18th October 1823, for the Schooner “ L*Qiscau,” be- 
longing to Mensieur Lafosse of that Place. The “ Vogel” has the same sig- 
nifidation, but could not be the same Vessel, the foriner being stated to be 
upwards of 'SO tons, the latter only about 52. ee 7 

Notwithstanding this her Role d’Equipage is dated at Pointe a Pitre, as. 
well also as an Invoice of Goods shipped on board “ L'Oisean” (signed 
J. Latosse, consigainy the same, amounting to 8567 dollars, to Jean Blais) 
on tlve'17¢h September 1825; and her Custom-House Clearance from, Gua- 
daloupe to Princes Island, is dated the following day (18th September). 

These Papers, I should conelude, must either be spurious, or they must be 
improperly obtained: The Role d’Equipage is dated the same day as the 

' Clearance from St. Thomas (the'17th), and it would be indeed out of the 
scope of possibility, that these two matters should have been transacted, in 
the two Islands, on the same day; and equally improbable that the Vessel 
could: reach’ Guadaloupe, so as to clear out from Pointe a Pitre on the 18th, | 

I have reason to believe, from every thing I can learn, that in the system 
now followed in this branch of the Slave-trade, there is a combination of the 

interests-of Parties, some of-which are resident at Guadaloupe, Martinique, 


88 ‘Srzrra Leone.  (Netherlands.) 


St. Thomas, and St. Eustatius. At the first Place is J. Lafosse, at the second 
a Mcnsieur Jean Delluc, and at.St. Thomas Messrs. Ogereau et Dubois ; and 
that there must be some Dutch Subjects concerned, at least in some instances, 
will T think scarcely admit of doubt; for in one of the Letters found on ‘board 
the “ Vogel,” dated at Tradetown, I find the following expression : “ Jirai 
donc & Surinam ; veuillez y preparer vos ordres,” [I will go then to Surinam ; 
‘“be so good.as to prepare your Orders there. ] | 
‘There is one Deanne Copy of which I send verbatim. It is a Note 
addressed by Jean Blais to Joseph Tricon, the First Mate, and which proves 
distinctly the pursuit in which. he was engaged. The articles whieh 
he directs to be sent on Shore, as the return to the King.of the Place, for 
une wénuisse, (an heifer) are goods paid for the price of a Slave ; what the exact 
nominal value would be at Cape Mount I have had no means of learning, but 
I have ascertained that, according to the prices of Merchandize in this Colony, 
the amount would be from 8 to 10 pounds. | : 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


| (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, er 


&e. Se. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 56. 


‘ ‘ 


Report in the Case of the “Vogel,” Jean Blais, Master,.sailing under 
Dutch Colours. 7 


THE Schooner ** Vogel,” was detained off Grand Currow, on the Windward Coast, on the 
22d day of January last, by Lieutenant Paldwin Wake Walker, in command of a Boat belonging 
to His Majesty's Ship ‘* Brazen,” G. W. Willes, Esq. Commander. . , 

The Declaration of Captain Willes, sets forth, that in addition to the Dutch Papers found 
con ‘board the ‘ Vovel " the Master bad on lis person a set. ot French Papers calling her 
“DL Oiscau ;" that the said Schooner was fitted tor a Slaving Voyage, inasmuch as she had a 
large number of water casks stowed in her hold, and a greater quantity of rice than necessary 
for a Trading Vessel's Crew ; it appearing chat 3600}bs. had been put on board when she come 
menced her Voyage. | | e . . 

The Papers in this Case, consisting of French Papers from Guadaloupe, and Dutch Papers 
from Saint Eustatius, (a Schedule of the most important of which accompanies this,) were duly 
filed on the [8th ot March, together with the requisite Affidavits | ; ; 

A Monition was prayed for on the 20th, which was rezularly served and returned on. the 29th. 

Joseph Tricon, the First Mate, who was in Command of the Vessel, when she was detained, 
deposeth, in his Examination on the Juterrogatories, tha: the Master, Jean Blais, took possession 

of the Schooner at Saint Eustatius; that she bas been called the © Vovel,”* about 7 Months, 
previous to which she was called the “Gallant,” and sailed under American Colours ; that the 
Crew. were all hired and shipped at St. ‘hhomas, by the Master, to come to the Coast of Africa 
for a Cargo of Slaves ; he further deposeth, that the Voyage began at St. Thomas, and was to 
have ended at Surinum, where the Cargo of Slaves were to have been landed, but he knew not to 
whom consigned ; that the Schooner sailed direct from Saint Thomas to the Coast of Africa, 
and.anchored at Cape Mount to trade for Slaves; at this place the Master, Jean Blais, landed 
the principal part af the Cargo of Merchandize, an] remained on Shore, sending him, the Depg- 


nent, in command of the Schooner to Grand Currow, to purchase palm-oil and rice, while te, , 


‘the Master, continued at Cape Mount to purchase slaves ; he also states his beli: f, that the palm- 
oil and rice he was ordered to’ purchase, were for the purpose of feeding the slaves. 7 
This man further deposeth, that there were 2 sers of Papers on board, one Dutch and the 


other French, that the Master gave him the French Papers when at Cape Mount, and instructed 


‘him to shew them in the event of his being boarded by an English Man-of-War, and the Dutch 


Papers should he mect a French Vessel of War; he also told him to call the Crew aft, and ypive. 


them directions to support him in this Declaration ; that when the Schooner was taken he had 
the Dutch Papers in his pocket, and the French Papers were in his birth, ; - 
The foregomg Evidence was confirmed in all its material points, by the Deposition of Henry 
Williams, a Native of Riga, and a Seaman on board the said Schooner, who stated he knew ber 
‘before she was called the ‘¢ Vogel,” and that she was, previous to this, named the '* Gallant of 
Baltimore.” | — 
The Ship's Papers, and other Documents and Letters found on board this Vessel, manifested 
evidently the clandestine views of the Parties concerned in the Voyage: she was, when detained, 
avithin the limits prescribed in the Treaty between His Majesty and His Majesty The King of the 
Netherlands, signed. at Brussels, the 25th January 1824. ‘The Master, Jean Blais, the Better 
zo carry his illezal purpose into effect, had located himself at one of the principal and most noté- 
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rious Slave Factories on the Windward Coast; at this Place he landed nearly the whole of his 
Cargo, without shipping a single article uf produce in return. 

In the Declaration of Joseph Tricon, the First Mate, he hesitated not in acknowledging the 
object of the Master of the ‘ Vogel’ to have been the Traffick in Slaves, and he also declared 
his belief, that the palm-oil and rice, which he was employed to purchase, were for the purpose 
of feeding the slaves. Amongst the Papers are 2 Invoices; in C. No.3. the 3d Entry is 3600Ibs. 
of rice, whilst in No. 4, falsified by the Master, the rice is omitted, together with its value, 180 
dollars, and yet the total amounts are made to correspond ; in addition to this quantity, there 
was also found, amongst the Ship’s Papers, a Receipt tor 360 dollars, given tor 5 tons of rice, 
(sold for Cash, and not a trausaciion in Barter,) to,Captain Blais, off Cape Mount, by Joba 
Smith, Master of the ‘‘ James Dunsmure,”’ supposed to be a Liverpool trader. 

The nature of the private Letters found on board, which, though so written as evidently to 
attempt to disguise and mislead, is, in several instances, so clear, as to shew the intent of the 
Parties. In the Letter of Instructions, from Blais to Tricon, he writes, ‘‘ I have learnt, from good 
authority, that, if met on the Coastof Africa by the English Cruizers, the Netherlands Flag will nut 
excuse us. I therefore direct you to be very careful, when any Ship appears that you may suspect, ; 
to run from her if it be possible.” 

In fine, the manner ot her equipment and outfit, the circumstance of her being found on the 
Coast of Africa, in direct contradiction to the preventive Clause, in the Licence granted to navigate 
under the Dutch Flag, trom the Colonial Authorities at Saint Eustatius, and every circumstance 
connected with the Case, leading to the decided conclusion, that the object in view was tbe illicit 
Traffick in Slaves. 

The British and Netherlands Judges, perfectly coinciding in opinion, (and no claim or explana 
tion being made or offered by any Person on account of the Parties interested), without hesitation 
condemned the said Schooner ‘* Vogel,” taken by His Majesty’s Ship ‘* Brazen,’’ Captain G. W. 
Willes, as lawful Prize to their respective Governments. 

Sentence ot Condemnation was accordingly passed against her in the British and Netherlands 
Court of Justice on the 3lst day of March 1826. 


Sierra Leone, April 4, 1826. ; (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 


Second Enclosure in No. 56. 


Schedule of Papers found on board the Schooner “* Vogel.” 


Dutrca PAPERS. 


(A 1.) —CERTIFICATE of Naturalization of Jean Blais, dated St. Eustatius, 28th July 1825, 

signed by the Governor of that Island, W. A. Van Spengler. 

(A 2.)—A Bill of Sale from Frederick A. Reynolds, Owner of the American Schooner 

‘«‘ Gallant,” to Jean Blais, of St. Eustatius, 2,250 pieces of eight, dated 4th of 
August 1825, signed W. A. Van Spengler. : 

(A 3.)—Licence to Jean Blais to navigate the Schooner ‘ Vogel” under the Netherlands Flag, 
with Petition to carry guns; and Licence granted, stating that security had been 
given for 5,000 guilders, that he should not be employed in the Slave-trade, date 
5th August 1825, signed W. A. Van Spengler. : 

A 4.)—Muster Roll, dated 5th August 1825, signed W. A. Van Spengler. 

A 5.)—Custem Clearance for the ‘‘ Vogel” in Ballast from St. Eustatius to St. Thomas, same 
date. | 

DanisH Papers. 
( B. )—Clearance from Custom House at St. Thomas for Princes Island, on the Coast of Africa, 


dated 17th September 1825. 


FRENCH PaPERs. 
(C 1.)—Acte de Francisation, dated Pointe a Pitre, Guadaloupe, 8th October 1823, fur the 
Schooner * L’Qiseay,’”” belonging to Monsieur J. La Fosse, of that Place. 
(C 2.)—Role d’ Equipage, dated at Pointe a Pitre, Guadaloupe, 17th September 1325, . 
{C 3.)—Invoice of Cargo shipped on board ‘* L'Oiseau,” consigned to the Master, dated 
cat Pointea Pitre, 17th September 1825, and signed J. Liatosse—amount 8,967 dollars, 
(C 4.).—An Invoice, similar to No. 3, with the exception of the third Entry, viz :—6 tierces of 
rice, 3600Ibs. }&0dol., which 1s partially erased, and St. ‘T homas introduced instead of 
Pointe A Pitre, and it is signed by J. Blais, instead of J. Lafosse, the date is the same, 
(C 5.)—Custom House Clearance from Guadaloupe, dated 1Sth September 1525, for the Islaid 
of Princes, on the Coast of Africa. as 
(C 6.)—Copy of a Letter from Jean Blais, at Cape Mount, to Joseph Tricon; no date. 


- Enslosure (A 1.) in No. 56. (Translation ) 


Certificate of Naturalization of Jean Blais. . 


WE, William Augustus Van Spengler, Colonel and Sca-Captain in the Service of. His 
Majesty the King of the Nawbedands: Governor of Fhe Islands of St. Eustatius, St. Martin, and 
Saba, Commander-in-Chief of the Land and Sea Forces in this Island, &c. &c. &c., authenticate 
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and certify, by these presents, to every one whom it may concern, that Jean Blais, a Native 
of Bordeaux, in France, has this day taken, in out hand-, the proper Oath of Allegianoe 
to His Majesty; wherefore we entreat every one who may be shewn these presents, to consider the 
before mentioned Jean Blais, as a Subject of His Majesty, and to let him enjoy the right and the 
bee belonging to him on that account, In faith of whieh these presents have been signed 
ba the Governor and Sccretary of this Island, and confirmed by means of the seal of this 
olony. 

St. Eustatius, the 28th July 1825, the ¥2th Year of His Mayesty’s Reign. 

: (Signed) W. A. V. SPENGEER, 

By His Order, (Signed) T. G. Grozse, Sec. aa 


Enclosure (A 2.) in No. 56. (Translation.) 


Bill of Sale of the Schooner ** Gallant.” 


_ WE, William Augustus Van Spengler, Colonel and Sea Captain in the Service of His Majesty 
The King of the Netherlands, Governor of the Islands of St, Eustatius, Sr. Martin and Seba, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Land and Sea Forces in those Istauds, &c. &c. &c. 

Notify and acknowledge the personal appearance betore us of Mr. Frederick A. Reyneotds, 


Owner of the American Schooner the “ Gallant,” now hing in this Rondstead, who declared tu 


have privately sold, and in virtue of these presents, transters to, and in favour of, Mr. Jean 
Blais, Citizen of this Island, the above Schooner, ‘‘ Gallant,” with her masts, sails, rigging, 
anchors, cables, and other appurtenances, and to have done so ia consideration of 2,250 pieces of 
eight, which he, Deponent, ackvowledges to have already received without the deduction of a 
farthing, promising to guaranty the Schiooner ‘ Gallant,’ with her appurtenances, to the per- 
chaser, the above-mentioned Jean Blais, against all claims and demands, either implied or expressed. 

In attestation of which, these presents have been signed bv as the Governor and Secretary of this 
Island, and also by the Deponent, and confirmed with the Seal of this Colony at St. Eustatius, the 


4th of August 1825, (Signed) W. A VAN SPENGLER.; 
(Signed) Frepzricx a Reynops. LT. G. GROEBE, Secretary. 
Enclosure (A 3.) in No. 56. (Translation.) 


Petition of Jean Blais to carry Guns on board the “ Vogel,” and Licence to 
Navigate. 


To His Excellency Mr. W. A. Van Spengler, Governor of the Islands of St. Eustatius, St. 
Martin, and Saba, Commauder-in-Chiet ot His Majesty's Land and Seu Forces in the same, &c. 


Jean Blais, a Citizen ot this Island, submits, with the highest respect, 


THAT Memorialist has this day purchased in this Town aSchooner called ‘De Vogel,” (proved 
by the deed of sale certified by the Colonial Secretary), which, agreeably to the Right of Citizen- 
ship, which he bas procured, he is desigous to place under the protection of the Netherlands Flag, 
and to obtain trom your Excellency the requisite Sea- papers, in order thereby to advance the in- 
rests of his commercial pursuits. : : 

That the Pirates, who are cruizing everywhere, make it incumbent on all Commanders of 


Ships to provide themselves with arms, to be able in case of an attack to oppose it. For these 


reasons Memorialist addresses to your Excellency the humble Petition, to authorise him to keep on 
board his Schooner the arms which he found there, consisting of 2 pieces of ordnance, six- 
pounders, 12 muskets, and 6 sabres, together with the necessary proportion of ammunition, soli- 
citing from his Excellency a favourable Reply to his Memorial. | 

St. Eustatius, August 4, 1825. 7 (Signed) JN. BLAIS. 


The Governor of this and the Dependent Islands having seen the above Petition of Jean Blais, 


Citizen of this Island, has thought proper and resolved to grant the prayer of Memorialist, and it 


is hereby granted, in permitting him to carry on board his Schooner ‘* De Vogel" 2 meces of 
cannon, being six- pounders, also 12 muskets and 6 sabres, together with the necessary proportion 
of ammunition, upon the express condition of his giving, in addition te what is usual, an extraor- 
dinary and sufficient security of 5,000 guilders, Netherlands currency, not to employ the Vessel 
above mentioned in carrying on the prohibited Slave-trade, or to make an improper use of her 
armament, | 
Given under our hand and the Seal of the Government, at St. Eustatius, August 5th 1825, 
being the 12th Year of His Mujesty’s Neign. | 
(Signed) W. A. V. SPENGLER. 


MOST Screne, Most Illustrious, Serene, High and Well-born. Most Noble, Honourable, Esti- 
mable, Wise and Prudent, Emperors, Kings, Republicks, Princes, Dukes, Counts, Barons, 
Burgomasters, Aldermen, Councillors, as also Judges, Officers, Justices, and Governors of all 
good Towns and Fortresses, who shall see these Presents, or shall hear them read, Greeting, 


WE, William Atigustus Van Spengler, Colonel and Sea Captain, in the service of Elis 
Majesty The King of the Netherlunds, Governor of the Islands of St. Eustatius, St, Martin, 


D2) 
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and Saba, &c. &c. make knowr, That Jean Blais is Master of the Schooner called ‘*De Vogel,” 
of 51 ‘ tons burthen, the property of Mr. Jean Blais, a Subject of His Majesty The King 


of the Netherlands, and an Inbabitant, of this Island; and being inclined to encouraye the honest 
industry of the above Ship-Nuaster, we beseech all the before-mentioned Personages, and each of 
them in particular, in all the Places at which the above Ship Master may arrive with his Vessel 
and her Cargo, to be pleased to receive the above-named Master in a friexidly manner, and td give 
him good treatment, allowing him, on his paying the usual tolls and imposts, when he shall come 
into their Harbours, Rivers, or Territory, to pass, navigate, and frequent them, in whatever man- 
ner be may have occasion, for the purpose of transacting his business, which favour we will gladly 
return. 

Given under ous Hand, and under the Seal of the Government of St. Eustatius, August 5, 1825, 
the 12th Year of His Majesty’s Reign. 

To be in force for a twelvemonth, with the view of enabling him to navigate all Seas excepting 
those on the Coast of Guinea. © (Signed) WILLIAM AUGUSTUS VAN SPENGLER. 

Verified by Order, By his Order, 
(Signed) P. Verscuuur, Book-Keeper-General, T. G. GROEBE, Secretary. 
ad interim, 


Enclosure (A 4.) in Na. 56. (Translation. ) 


Muster-Roll of the Schooner “ De Vogel.” 


MUSTER-ROLL kept on board the Schooner ‘* De Vogel,” under the Netherlands Flag, 
lying in this Harbour, ready to sail, the Crew having been engaged by the Master at such 
Monthly Wages as are set down against the Name of each ; and the Laws respecting the obe- 
dience to be paid by each of them to the Master, or to the Person placed over them, beiug 
herewith gonfirmed. 


Dollars. 
Master -< ° - - Jean Blais - - - 
Steersman - -¢ «+ Josh. Tricon - - - 30 
Steersinan’s Mate ° e Francis Boulanger - - 25 
Boatswain = - - Anty. Losan - - .- 2 
Timmerman . = e Gabillard . - - 20 
Sailor - e - - Pierre Moquet - - 45 
Ditto - © ° - Jn. Tomas - - - 45 
Ditto - © - - André Cristofle ; - 45 
Ditto @ ° « - Pierre Bodouvin - - 45 
Ditto - - - - Antoine Ferere - - 15 
Ditto © - - - Joseph Arditson = - - J5 
Ditto : - - - Nicolas Lament - - 15. 
Ditto = < e - Jean Francois : - 15 
Cook - - - - Jean Baptiste - - 15 
Butler ° - = - Augustin - - - 15 
Boy | - - . - Jean Louis -. - - 10 
Registered at St. Eustatius, Au. 5, 1825. (Signed) W. A. V. SPENGLER., 
(Signed) Jgawn Brats, Owner. T. G. GROEBE, Secretary. 
_ Enclosure (A 5.) in No. 56. (Translation. ) 


Custom House Clearance for the “ Fogel” from Eustatius, 


CAPTAIN Jean Blais, of the Dutch Schooner ‘* Vogel,” bound for St. Thomas in ballast. 
St Eustatius, August 5, 1825. (Signed) J. VERSCHUUR, 
Anchorage Ps. 4, (Signed) R. Mircuert. Acting Commissioner for Clearances. 


Enclosure (B.) in No. 56. 
Custom House Clearance for the “ Vogel” from St. Thomas's. 


CAPTAIN J. Blais, of St. Eustatiug, with the Schooner “ Vogel,” of 52 tons burthen, intend 
to sail to Princes Island and the Coast of Africa, and has laden, dry goods and provisions, 


PASSES FREF, 


St. Thomas's Royal Custom House, September 17, 1825. (Signed) NESNENOUEM., 
Enclosure (C 1.) in No. 56. (Translation.) 


Act of Francisation of the Schooner L’ Oiseau. 


In the Name of the KING.. 


WE the Intendant of Guadaloupe and its Dependencies, declare that Mr. J. Lafosse, Ship-owner, 
domiciliated at Pointe &:Pitre, is Proprietor (1) of the Ship ‘* L’Oiseau,” belonging to Pointea 


(1) To express if he is sole Proprietor, or conjointly with ethera, whese names and abode must be designated, 


92 Sierra Leong. (Netherlands.) 


~ Pitre, and built in America, as has been certified, that Schooner has two masts and one deck, 
being 61 feet in length frem stem to stern, 19 feet : inches in the greatest breadth, and 6 tcer, 


7 inches in height between decks; that it is of 80° a > tons, having been gauged according to the. 


manner prescribed by the Law of the 12th Nivose, of te Year 2, (2) which is (3) aSchooner, that it 
has (4). no yvallery on the torecastle; that the Owner of the said Ship has fulfilled the accustomed 
forms prescribed by the Law ot the 27th Vendimiaire, Year 2, to prove that it is French property ; 
that the Declarations, Oaths, Bails, and Securities prescribed by the said Law, have been observed 
and executed on the 18th October 1823, and registered, No. 35, in the Register of the Customs, 
where the said Proprietor resides, therefore he has a right to sail under the French Flag. We 
command, in consequence, the Commanders of the Ships of the Kingdom, and all Publick Func- 
tionaries, to acknowledge the Vessel as French, and to cause it to enjoy all the Privileges belong- 
ing to Ships of the Kingdom, the Proprietor being obliged to confurm to the Laws, and to take 
out the Licence and Commission prescribed. 
The Governor and Administrator of Guadaloupe 
Delivered the 18th October 1823. { and Dependencies, for the King, 
(Signed) JACOB. 


The Director General of Domains and Customs, 


Registered and delivered at the Custom 
} (Signed) P. De tra CHEVALERIE. 


House in the Harbour of Pointe a 
Pitre, the 18th October 1823. : 


Received for the Duty of the present In- 
strument the sum of entered in 
the Register of Receipts, No. 281.— 
48 Francs 60 Cents 


Register of the Greffier, folio 4, No. ie 


The Treasurer, (Signed) NAVAILLER. 


Registered under No. 70, in the Office 
of Armaments. 


(Signed) Le Comm. HEeRMITeR. 


(2) This blank is intended to insert the depth of the hold if the Ship has only one deck, conformably with Article 1X 
of the Law.‘ 
3) To express here its description, as a Brig, Schooner, &c. 
4) That it has one or none. . 


Enclosure (C 2.) in No. 56. (Translation. ) 
Role d’ Equipage of the Schooner “ L’ Oiseau.” 
YEAR 1825, The 17th of the Month of September. 


No. 52, ARMING, 3 No. DISARMING. 
: GUADALOUPE. 


QUARTER OF POINTE A PITRE. 
(Armament of the Month.) 
THE SCHOONER “ L’OISEAU.” 
ROLL of the Crew of the said Schooner, of the burthen of 80 * * Tons, 


armed with 2 Cannons, belonging to Mr. Jean Lafosse, and commanded 
by Jean Bluis, going on the great Coasting Trade. 


Description. Lae 
! 


Pay per 


Movements, Names and Surnames. | Places of Birth. Rank. | | Mont! 
% Ave. Hei rit. | Hair. MONCH, 
Blais, Jean) = - |Europe - - |Captain - - 1 82 ‘ B. 200F. 
Tricon - -- o4 Second - - | 27 _ b. 150 
Blanc, Pascal - cs ‘Lieutenant - | 33 “6 Lb. 100 
Francois - - = j{St. Maloes - |Mate- - - | 26 es C. YO 
|Rosignol - - - |Havre - - IC irpenter - 39 ns b, 80 
Michael, Jacques /Poulon - - Stew: ard = i+ rb re hb. 80 
Francois, Joseph |Curacoa- - IC ook = «| 24 | a B, 89 
Marius - - = {Marseilles - Sailor ae) ae ae er >. 70 
Figarau - - = |Porto Rico - | cé | 30 cs B, ‘s 
Schmit - - « |St. Thomas - $6 25 ee 6 “f 
Manuel - <- .- pee a Xu «6 99 ce ce “s 
Ojé - - - - sé sé ce t< <c 
William - - - Is st. Thomas - as 23 ce ‘¢ “fe 
Andre= « «- - ter ermany = - <e )F, ce <« 
Pitizen «= = - Ci uragoas - ce 9] es “e s. 
Jacque - «- 1 St. Bartho- H ee 56 ce “ec se 
lemew = - 


P a 
243 
SierRA Leong. = ( Netherlands.) 93 


WE, the undersigned, Owner and Captain of the Schooner *‘ L’Oiseau,”’ acknowledge the present . 
Roll to be a true one, conaining 16 Persons, whom we have engaged to Sail on the great coasting 
trade, during a year, we giving security to produce them at the expiration of that period, and to 
observe towards them, during that voyage, the Laws of the Kingdom. 

Done at Pointe a Pitre, Guadaloupe, 17th of the Month of September 1825, 
(Signed) J. LAFOSSE. (Signed) JEAN BLAIS. 


The 16 Persons, named in the present Roll, having been seen by me, Under Commissary, 
charged with the Department of Privateering, and with the Detail of the Classes and of Mariue, 
Captain Jean Blais obtained permission to employ them for the great Coasting ‘Trade, on the 
conditions stated in the security as above, and we enjoin him to transmit his Roll of the Crew to 
the Officer of the Classes, or any other Overseer in the Service of the Administration of the Ma- 
rine, in the Harbour in which he may arrive; on the margin of which Roll, or in the corners, be 
shall be bound to specify the deserters, the persons dead, and disembarked, and to insert therein 
the date ; and if he augments or replaces such Persons in the Harbours to which he may put in, 
he shall cause them to be added to the end ot his Roll, from date to date; we command him also 
not to pass or repass any Passengers without presenting them to us, and making mention of them 
at the botkin of the present Roll, all which being subject to the penalties ordained by the Ordi- 
nances of the Marine. 

Done at Pointe a Pitre, on the Day, Month and Year above set forth. i 
(Signed) A. R. Sire. 


Seen on departure, Basse Terre, Pointe a Pitre, 17th September 1825. 
(Signed) CuponDITH. 


Seen on departure for Princes Island, Coast of Africa, Basse Terre, 18th September 1825, 
(Signed) Sn SEGAULT. 
Enclosure (C 3.) in No. 56. (Translation.) 


Invoice of Merchandize put on Board the Schooner “L’Oiseau,” Captain 
Blais, and consigned to lam, to wit :— 


Dols. |Cents. 
1158 Gallons of Rum ..........c0e. i sadtatee eta bie tee ted ves at 36 Cents. 416 | 88 
80 Barrels of Powder of 251i ........... «ntcauee BOQUID 2k 25 500 | — 
6 Tierces of Rice........... See ate os pial aaa wes 3000 at 5 180 | — 
Ma TOUGRE hese aw ecen cee athew ord u Gute todd wes at 5 Dol. 1100: | — 
PIG Bare oF Pow oF 15 to: 1G 1b. od oes oa hw dace dex - 3600 at 6 Cents. 216 | — 
R20: BCtes: 55 shied koa ET LETT TT Oe ee 1320 at 8 105 | 60 
220: Rules et 25 @ COD) oo iiss oon seed nadeecndancd saan es oe 45 | 84 
ae Caste OF Gia, MEE 5 cea gs ees dwaeaees Sit eb awe ee eh aes 495 |— 
220 Pieces Guinea Blue ............ meee s cated ida Oke at 4 Dol. 880 | — - 
220 Ditto ditto White........... Sakae hadae< aoe eae at 3 | 660 | — 
220 Ditto ditto Limeneas ...... Cee caRen vata nwaniak ee at 34 Lie | 
3309 Ells to be divided into 220 pieces Nicanes . .....5ss0ec00 , 377 | 26 
a EIGOES CC ORCHIOU. os Vets Oc pacts an Saeeaawedesies . at 323 wis |— 
220 Handkerchiets, Romales ‘15 in the piece ...... a ginal at 2 call Amel 
22) Ditto - - Kermitches 10 ditto .....cceccccees at 2 440 | — 
227 Ditto - - Blue - 10 Cs: Von vise eae meas at 2 440 |;,— 
220 Ditto - - Madrasses, Red and Blue, assorted ,....... at If 360 | — 
45 Pieces of striped Silk of 20 yardsto be divided into small pieces ist) = 
BAU RMI Te ORIEN ins ward doh deine Haga 6 one SR a at 4 40|— 
BRI COI nelipede ga ea ian i eee hace ee eee .: at 32 -| ‘29 4 25 
20 Ditto Padlocks ........ Sac aeheeeeaseanee Cea eew RA 26 ,— 
oD BOMFTRR OE PUES eee geen aces deb eecarat styled egeaee pee iw j= 
FOSS, EWRGOGGE EOOMCOR ys soo oa od nck Rk Ree eR ES at 614 Cents. 164 6 
ae DRONE oie So vill bas Gees Ne LEE Re ks ok eee kaahs at 84 KR. p.doz. 19 | 47 
6V Buudles of Necklaces and small Necklaces in form of a pipe i I 
R626 | 36 
EXPENCES. 
BMICE. ea.0iwiedee ss eee ars b: i uh ai aT we tatiana ante ace aes Jo iiCteesee La) 
Expences of Negiocs for sewing the Bales .........0066 bata armas ieereee a0] ee 
$7416 136 
, rer 
_ Pointe & Pitre, 17th September 1825. (Signed) J. LAFOSSE. 


Enclosure (C 4.) in No. 56. 


AN Tnvoice similar to the above, with the exception of the 3d Entry, viz: 6 Tierces of Rice, 
which is partially erased, of Saint Thomas being introduced instead of Pointe a Pitre, and of its 
being signed by J, Blais instead of J, Lafosse. , 
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Enclosure (C5.) in No. 56. - ”“CTranslation ), 


Custom- House Clearance from Guadaloupe of the Schooner “ L’Oiseau.” 
Extract from the Register of Declarations of the Departures of Ships. 
THIS day, the 18th of the Month of September 1825, appeared at this Office Mr. Jean Blais, 
Captain of the Schooner ‘* L'Oiseau,’’ of Pointe-a Pitre, of the burthen of 80 5a tons, armed 


with 2 cannons, manned by a crew of 16 men, belonging to Mr. Jean Lafosse, who has declared 
that the Vessel is guing to the Isle of Princes, Coast of Africa, and that she is laden with what 
follows, to wit :— 

Ten hogsheads of ram, 80 barrels of powder, 6 tierces of rum, 220) muskets, 110 bars of iton, 
220 cases of gin, 2,500I6 of tobacco, 12 bales, 8 cases of different dry merchundize and bard- 
ware, 220 iron kettles, a barrel of flints, besides the private effects of the Crew: nothing more ; 
subinitting to the penalties enacted by the Ordinances. 


Done in the said Office on the Day and Year above-written. The Receiver of Declarations, 
(Signed) LACORY. 


Enclosure (C 6.) in No. 56. (Trauslation.) 


Jean Blais to Joseph Tricon. 


FaTuer in Law, 


LE ROI is within a league of the Ship, I have, therefore, been to his house, and after many 
things said, according to custom, we came to an arrangement: he told me that he was to give me a 
heifer, andthat he wishes tor the following articles, without being able to make any deduction 
whatsoever, to wit :— e.g 

One gun, } padlock, | mirror, 8 measures of powder, of the same form as the one that will be 
brought to you, 12 heads of tobacco, | ruffle, 48 handkerchiefs, as he observed to me, like the 
handkerchiet which you have, | pen-knife, 2 gallons of rum, without water, | razor, | large 
kettle, } bar of iron, vr. 12, a bunch of necklaces. 

And when he receives that, he has promised to give me something else, which will be a Calf. 

I salute you, 


(Signed) BLAIS. 


T await your answer to obey it. Le Roi begs you to make him a present of a bottle of wine. 
He has only 5 slaves—those whom he shcwed me were good ones, * 


No. 57. | 
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Sept.2.) 


Sir, — Sierra Leone, June 4, 1826. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 
13th of March last, communicating to us the names of several Ships and 
Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy, to which the Instructions referred to in the 
Treaty with His Netherlands Majesty for the prevention of Slave-trade, have 
been issued. We have the honour to be, &c. ) 

(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS. 
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, D. M. HAMILTON. 


Se. &e. | &c. 


No. 58. 


D.M. Hamilton, F:'sq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.—( Received Oct. 16.) 
Sir, Sterra Leone, August 15, 1826. 


IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year of the 
Reign of His present Majesty, intituled ‘‘ An Act to amend and consolidate 
the Laws relating to the Abolition of the Slave-trade,” and in obedience to 
the Instructions received from Mr. Secretary Canning, relative to the same, 
I beg leave to enclose, in Duplicate, a List or Return of all the Cases of 
Netherlands Vessels which have been Adjudicated in the British and Nether- 
Jands Mixed Court of Justice established at this Place, from the 1st of 
January to the 30th day of June 1826, both days inclusive. 

I have the honour to be, &e. | 
Joseph = “ Esq. {Signed) D.M. HAMILTON. 
Se. C. C. 
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| No. 59. 
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Afr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 28.) 


Sir, | Sierra Leone, August 26, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated 
the 8th July last, with its Enclosure, containing, for His Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners, the information that the Netherlands Brig-of-War “ Punther,” des- 
tined for the West Indies, will be furnished with a Copy of the Treaty of the 
4th of May 1818, and the Documents annexed thereto, tor the suppression of 
the Traffick in Slaves : 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | | 


Se Be. &e. 


No. 40. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 5, 1826. 


I HAVE to acquaint you, for your information, and that of the other 
Gentlemen composing the Mixed Board of Commission, of which you are 
Members, that it appears, by a Communication from the Admiralty, under 
date of the 25th ult. that the Instructions, referred to in the Treaty between 
Great Britain and the Netherlands, for the suppression of the Slave-trade, 
have been issued to the following Ships and Vessels of His Majesty's Navy : 


Names. Guns. Commanders. ; 
— Druid ......46..46........ Lieut. Chambers. 
North Star...... 2B iccaguediens Capt. Arabin. 
Scylla ...ceee wee 18..0600e- Wm. Hobson. 
Pylades........+ Pet: eens G. V. Jackson. 


And that those Instructions have been recalled and cancelled, which had 
been issued to His Majesty’s Ships “ Hussar,” ** Dartmouth,” “ Dispatch,” 
“ Ferret,” and “ Swinger.” a 2 = 3 
: Ilam,&ca. |. «# ae 

(Signed) | GEORGE CANNING. 


flis Majesty's Commissioners. 
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No. 61. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Cannin 2.—(Received March 9.) 


SIR, Havannah, January 1, 1826. 


WE have the honour to enclose the Return required by the 7oth Clause of 
the Act 5th George IV. Cap. 113. ) 


"We have the honour to be, &ce. e 7 
(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY. 
&e. &c. Sc. bi , 


Enclosure in No. 61. 


Half- Yearly Report of Cases adjudicated by the Mia ed Commission at the | 
Havannah. 


ee ee a 


Whether PropertyCon- 


is Deeretal part of | demned has beensold 

5 ae © Sentence, whether) or converted, or re- 
6 | ’ ’ : 

DateofSeizure., Property Seized. SEIZOR. Sentence. {Forfeiture or Res-| mains unsold, and in 


titution. whose hands the Pro- 
| ceeds remain. 
‘ 


| ( The Brigantine, 
Tackle, &c.liave 
been sold, no- 
( witine hee Lisat. Bawé: thing remaining 

autine ** Isa- Smith, com- unsold. TheBri- 


Oct. 5, 182512 bel,”’ with manding ‘oo: Oct. 17, 1825 Forfeiture....|¢ tish moiety of 


Negroes B. M Schoo- thenet proceeds 


board no 
ae 
| other i mI i 


| ! has been re- 
mitted to His 

| Majesty's Secre- 

tary of State for 


L Foreign Affairs. 


(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
Havannah, January 1, 1826. : W. S. MACLEAY. 
el 
No. 62. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning .—(Recewed March9.) 


SIRs.) Lavannah, January 18, 1826. 


IN a conversation, lately, with the French Consul-General, upon the 
subject of the Slave-trade, he informed us, and at our request had the goodness 
EU 


9S HavaNnad. 


to furnish us with a Copy of a Communication which he had received from 
the French Consul at Santiago de Cuba, respecting the re-capture, by a Spanish 
Slave Ship, of some Prizes which had been taken by His Majesty’s Cruizers 
on the Coast of Africa. A report fas reached us, that the British Crews of 
the Prizes had been murdered by the Spamiards, and in the hope that it may 
be of some use in‘ the investigation of this atrocious affair, we have the 
honour to enclose a Copy and Translation of the Communication reterred to. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 


| » (Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
Lhe Rixht Hon. George Canning W..S. MACLEAY. 
—— «&e. &c. &e. | 


Enclosure in No. 62. 


The French Consul at Santiago to the French Consul-General. 


Monsieur le Consul Général, Santiago de Cuba, le 14 Décembre, 1825, 


LA Frégate de S. M. B. ‘* L'Isis” appartenant a la Station de la Jamaique est entrée dans ce 
Port avanthier. 

Je ne doute pas que sa Mission, qui dailleurs est restée fort secréte, ne soit relative a un acte de 
Piraterie commis recemment sur la Cte d’Afrique par un Négrier Espagnol appartenant a ce Port, 
et nommé le ‘* Gavilan” ou le “ Feliz,’’ Capitaine Zagarra, armé de 14 canons, lequel a enlevé 
déux Batimens Négriers pris par les Anglnis, l'un Espagnol appartenant aussi au Port de Santiago, 
et l'autre Portugais, et en a attaqué un troisiéme qui s'est €chappé. 

Apres cette capture le Capitaine Zagarra s'empara de tous les Négres du Batiment Portugais, et 
renvoya avec ce méme Batiment'les équipages Anglais, et vint débarquer les Esclaves sur cette 
Cdte, et entra ensuite ici ainst que sa prise le 28 du Mots dernter, comme venant de &t. ‘ 
Jes Armateurs ee sont hatés de faire repartir Ies denx Batimens. 

Mon prineipal moctf pour vous donner ces détails est, que pendant les Pirateries le ** Gavilan” a 

arboré la Bamnie et te Pavillon Francais, ce qui pourrait avoir donné lieux & des méprises ou 
a de faux rapports ; mais je sais que les équipages renvoyés abord du BAtiment Portugats n'y ont 
pas été tronipés. 

Je terai le méme rapport a son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres. 

J'ai Fhouneur, &c. &c. 


(Signé) S. DANNERY. 


P.S. Du 15 Décembre. J'ai tout lieu de croire queles Autorités d'ici se sont bornées d nier 
<l’avoir eu connaissance des Pirateries du ‘‘ Gavilan,’ non plus du débarquement des Esclaves. 


Mons, Angeluci, Consul-Général de France 2 la Havane. | (Signé) S. D. 


> 


| (Translation,) 
‘Mr. Consun Gewerat, Santiago de Cuba, December 14, 1825. 

HIS Britannick Majesty's Ship ‘¢ Isis,” attached to the Jamaica Station, entered this Port tbe 
lay before yesterday. 

I have no doubt ot her Mission, which has, however, been kept very secret, having relation to 
an act of Piracy, recently committed on the Coast of Africa by a Spanish Slaver belonging to this 
Port, aad named the ‘* Gavilan,” alias the ‘ Feliz,” Captain Zagarra, mounting 14 guns ; which 
Ship bas captured 2 Slave-traders that had been taken by the English; the one a Spanish Vessel 
belonging likewise to the Port of Santiago, and the other a Portuguese, besides attacking a third, 
which made her escape. 

After this Capture, Captain Zagarra, having taken possession of all the Negroes of the Portu- 
. . guese Vessel and dismissed the Enylish Crews in her, sailed for this Coast in order to land the 
Slaves, and finally entered here with his prizes, on the 2Sth ult, as if coming from St. Thonnas ; 
the Persons who fitted out the Ship have been in haste to send back to Sea the 2 Vessels taken. 

My principal motive in giving you these details is, that during her acts of Piracy, the ** GavHan"”’ 
hoisted the French Pennant and Flag, a circumstance which might have given rise to mistakes or 
false reports ; but J know that the Crews discharged on board of the Portuguese Vessel have not 
been deceived by it. | 

J shall make the same report to his Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
. (Signed) S. DANNERY. 

“Pp. S. December 15. I have every reason to believe that the Authorities of this Place have 
confined themselves toa cenial of having any knowledge of the Piracies of the ‘* Gavilan,’ or of 
the landing of the slaves. | (Signed) -§. D. 


M, Angeluci, Consul-Geneval of France at the'Havanaah. 
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oe No. 63. 
Fis Majesty's Commissiqners to Mr. Secretary Canning.--( Received April 3.) 


Sir, | | | flavannah, February 22, 1826, 


THE Spanish Brigantine “ Afegico,” was brought into this Port on the 
26th ult. by His Majesty’s Schooner “ Union,” Lieut. A. B. Lowe, Com- 
mander, having been captured on the 22d with 179 Negroes on board. 

The Mixed Commission could not in this Case proceed, as directed by 
Treaty, to receive the Depositions of the Master and some of the Crew of the 
Prize, the whole of them having escaped on Shore before she was taken 
possession of by the «* Union;” it was, therefore, judged necessary by the 
Court to summon the Officers of the latter for the purpose of corroborating, 
and, as far as was practicable, affording legal proof of the Statement made by 
the Commander, in his Affidavit, and in his Declaration of the state of the 
Prize at the time of capture ; and also that the Commander himself should be 
requested to appear again, in order that he might be further examined 
respecting the inhuman conduct stated by him to have been observed by the 
Crew of the “ Magico” towards the unfortunate Negroes. 

Licut. Lowe and two of his Officers were accord iy examined, and their 
Depositions, togetber with the Ship's Papers, wlieli most fortunately were 
atl found on board, placing beyond the possibility of a doubt bath the iden- 
tity of the Vessel, and tie fact that she had been engaged in the illicit 
Traffick in Slaves, no further delay was considered necessary, and Sentence of 
Condemnation was pronounced on the 31st ultimo. | 

By these Depositions and Papers, it appears that the ‘“ Magico,” of which 
Don Jaze Inza was Master and ostensible Owner, sailed from hence on the 
26th June 1825, for the Coast of Africa, where she arrived on the 16th 
August. She remained on the Coast unul the 8th December, when she 
again sailed on ‘her return from Grand Popoe; on the 20th of January 
she was fallen in with and chased by His Majesty’s Schooner * Union,” and 
. having been brought to action in the course of the 21st, she was finally run 
a-shore by the Crew on the Morning of the 22d, near a point on the 
North side of this Island, called Manati, and shortly after taken possession 
of by the “Union.” The Crew previously escaped to land with, it is 
supposed, about 200 of the Negroes, and many of the latter that remained 
were found severely wounded, some were hanging on at different parts of the 
Vesscl, and from 20 to 30 of their dead bodies were seen in the Sea; all this 
being evidently the result of the endeavours employed to force them to jump 
overboard and swim to Shore. The Crew even carried their birbarity so far 
as to leave a lighted match in the powder magazine. 

A Copy of the Declaration made by Lieut. Lowe of the state of the 
Prize at the time of capture; an Abstract ef the Evidence. taken; and 
Translations of the Sentence of Condemnation, and the Correspondence 
which passed between the Captain-General and the Mixed Commission, 
an the course of the Proceedings in this Case, are enclosed. : 

In their Sentence the Court have, tn forcible terms, drawn the attention 
of the Captain-General to the inhuman conduct of the Crew of the ‘“ Ma- 
gico,” suggesting the expediency of apprehending and punishing the Delin- 
quents, as well as of collecting the Negroes who had been landed by them, 
and who are, as well as those tound on board, fully entitled to the benefit of 
Emancipation. | . | 

Of the 179 Negroes found on board at the time of capture, 3 died before 
disembarkation, and 1 immediately after, Icaving the number emanci- 
pated 175. One of these, after his Certificate of Emancipation had been 
made out, was stolen while under the charge of the Person who had been 
named by the Captain-General to receive them from the Captor. The 
Mixed Commission did not fail to apprize his Excellency of this cir- 
cumstance, and we understand, that the most effectual measures have been 
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adopted for the recovery of the Negro, the whole of the guard of soldiers 
that was placed over them, and two other individuals, being now in prison as 
implicated in the transaction. | | = = 
The ‘* Magico” is the Vessel respecting which a long Correspondence: 
with the Captain-General, was reported last Year, and the result ot her 
present Vovage, similar in every respect to the former one, which was 
then under discussion, is the bese justification of the strong assertions which 
His Majesty’s Commissary Judge ventured to make to you in those Despatches. . 
: I have the honour to be, &c. 


‘ ; : (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY. | 
— «&e. Se. &§ec. | 


' 


First Enclosure in No. 63. 


Declaration of Lieutenant Lowe. 


1, A. B. LOWE, Lieutenant and Commander of His Britannick Majesty's Schooner ©‘ Union,” 
hereby declare, that on this 22d day of January 1826, being then in or about Latitude 21. 20. 
North, and Longitude 76, 40. West, I detained the Brigantine ‘* Magico;"* sailing under Spanish 


Colours, armed with 3. guns, nine-pouuders, commanded by who declared her to be 

bound from Te) with a Crew consisting of men, boys, supercargo, 
passengers whose names, as declared by them respectively, are inserted in a List at foot 

hereot, and having 179 slaves, said to be taken on board at on the day of 

aud are enumerated a3 follows :— | ; 


Se 


Healthy. Sickly. 
Men - --- 64 2 Through Wounds. 
Women -- 20 3 Ditto. 
Boys----| 40 i Ditto. 
Girls - - - - 48 J Ditto. 


1 do further declare, that the said Brigantine appeared to be seaworthy, and was supplied with 
a sufficient stock of water and provisions for the said Negroes end Crew on their voyage to her 
supposed destination near Havannah. . 

1 do further declare, that 1 chased her from the 2Uth to the 22d of January 1826, when she ran 
a-shore, some where near Manati, on the North-side of Cuba, and landed, to the best of my opinion, 
at least 200 slaves, before 1 took possession of her; at which time the whole of the Crew deserted. 
her by going on Shore, and were assisted by the Inhabitants, in my opinion, in landing the said 
slaves; also, that when on the Bahama Bank, on the Zist of January, 1 brought her to action; 
iu conse juence of firing at Elis Majesty’s Schooner ‘* Union,” which lasted for better than half 
an bour, when she made all sail away, bat still continued firing now and then from her stern 
Chasers. Itis with regret that I] am in duty bound to mention the barbarity of ber Crew towards 
those unhappy creatures, the said Negroes, having actually cut several of those slaves for the in- 
tention, I suppose, of making them Jump overboard , to the best of my opinion, I saw 20, or 30 
Negroes drowned alongside, laying at the bottom, and what is still more horrid to the feelings of 
a Christian, when she was taken possession of there was a lighted match found in her Magazine 
of Powder, and very probably, had it remained there for a few minutes longer, the whole of 
those unhappy Negroes would have been blown up. 

Sd (Signed) A. B. LOWE, Lieutenant and Commander, 
Witness, W. W. Wuite, Mate. 


A, Henperson Brown, Surgeon. 
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‘Sevoid Enclosure in No. 63. 


Abstract of the Evidence in the Case of the Spanish Brigantine “Magico.” 
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LIEUTENANT ALEXANDER B. LOWE, declared in his Affidavit, that he had captured 


this Brigantine in Latitude 21. 20) North, Longitude 76. 40. West, with 179 Negroes ‘on board, 
and that be had tound a tin case with the name ‘ Magico” marked upon it, containing the 
regular Papers issued at this Port of Havannah, in the Month of June 1825, authorizing that 
Vessel to proceed to the Island of Saint Thomas, on the Coast of Africa, fur the purpose ef 
trading in Articles of lawful Commerce, but expressly prohibiting her from engaping in the Slaves 
trade.’ A Log-Book kept by the Mate Sanchez, was likewise found on board, together with his 
Commission granted by Admiral Gaston, and several other Papers of little importance, all of 
which were produced. Lieutenant Lowe ad.ied, that he had not given to the Master of the Bri- 
gantine the Certificate, as directed by Treaty, because there was no such Master on boar 
indeed any White Person whatever, at the time of the capture, 

Upon a subsequent examination, Lieutenant Lowe deposed, that the Declaration of the state of 
the Vessel at the time of Capture was drawn up afer a form, which bad been given to: link for 
that purpose, and that the blanks in it had not been filled up, because no Master or Crew bad 
been found on board; that it was from the freshness of the wounds, the parts of the body in 
which they were received, and the several dead bodies which he saw in the Sea, that he had inferred 
what he stated in the said Declaration, namely, that in the precipitate flight of the Crew they 
had forced many of the Negroes to throw themselves overboard, in the hope that they would 
swim a-shore, but that he was not in possession of any facts to confirm his opinion; that from 
the number o! Negroes he saw on Shore, be judged that they amounted to about 240, and that 
they were joined by several White Persons who had been, previously to the landing of the Negroes, 
near totwo Huts, apparently of Fishermen: that he did not himself see the lighted match in the 
Powder Magazine, but that it was shewn to him by one of his Sailors who found it there, 

Mr. George William White, Mate of the ‘* Union,’’ deposed, that the Brigantine was seen 
by the “ Union” on the 20th January, and immediately chased; that she was brought 
to action on the 2ist, and at length captured on the 22d, near the Point Manati, arter 
having been run a-shore, the Crew and many Negroes having succeeded in reaching the 
Jand before the Schoouer could come up; that he was ordered by his Commanding Officer 
to go on board the Brigantine, in which be found no White Person whatever, but a con- 
siderable number of Negroes, Some of them wounded and several hanging on at different parts of 
the Vessel, from whence he inferred that they bad forcibly been driven over-board : and this con- 
jecture was confirmed by the circumstance of several dead bodies being seen at the battom where 
the Brigantine was aground, That the Negroes in danger were immediately taken on board, aud 
those wounded afforded every assistance; that the Ship's Papers were taken possession of aud 
delivered over to the Commanding Officer ; that the Negroes were numbered; and the Vessel 
having been yot off, she proceeded to Sea under the command of the Deponent, as Prize Otticer, 
and arrived at the Port of Havannah on the Evening of the 25th; that Immedately atter he 
boarded the Prize, he ordered the Powder Magazine to be searched, and that a Sailor, named Ben- 
jamin Phillips, brought up to him a match still lighted, which was found in the same. 

Mr. George Crisp Dowers, Midshipman, serving on board the Union ” deposed to the cir- 
cumstance of the capture of the ‘* Magico” in the same terms as the last Witness 3 that he was 
not ordered on board the Prize until the evening of the day on which she was captured, from 
which time he remained in her until she arrived at the Port of Havannah, on the 26th ot January,, 


d, nor 


Third Enclosure in No. 63.  (Translation.) 


Sentence of the Mixed Commission in the Case of the “ Magico.” 


THE Proeeedings having been duly considered in this Cause, respec'ing the detention, 
effected on the Coasts of this Island, by the Engehsh Schooner of War, named the Union,” 
Alexander B. Lowe, Lieutenant in the Royal Pritish Navy, Commander, of the Brigantine 
(Magica) with a Cargo of 179 Atrican Negroes actually on board at the time of the capture sin 
which, aldwough no Depositions have been received from Individuals belonging to the said cap- 
tured Vessel, because they all fled a-shore with a part of the same Cargo, it is proved, ina 
manner which admits not of doubt, by all the principal Documeuts which were taken, and have 
been presented to the Commission, that the atoresaid Vessel is the Spamish Brigantine huawn by 
the name of *‘ Magico,” D. Joze Inza, Master and Supercargo, dispatched by the Department of 
the Commandant of ** Matricula’” of this Port, in the Month of June last Year, for the African 
Island of St. Thomas, and of which D. Pecro Sauchez was Mate, as appears by the Log-book 
upon ber outward voyage, and upon ber return up to the 20th to the 21st of the Mouth, which 
is now concucing, when the English Schoouer of War began to chase her; proceeding, as is the 


practice in these Cases, briefly and summarily, the trac being ascertained, and good taith — 


observed, and considering, that, in the above-mentioned Documents, there is sufficient ground for 
the final determination, it is declared to be well and legally eflected, the capture of the atorcsaid 
Vessel, and of the 179 Negroes found on board, and that the former is subject and liable to con- 
fiscation, together with her tackle, apparel, and whatever may be contained therein, with the 
exception of the afuresaid Negroes, who remain free {rom all slavery and captivity, It is accord- 
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ingly directed, that, with respect to the said Vessel and whatever belongs to her, a valuation 
be made thereof by the principal Masters of the Royal’ Arsenal; upon their previously swearing 

~ faithfully to perform this duty, the proper official application being made tor this purpose, and 
that the same be exposed to publick auction be'ore the Royal Notary, Don Joze Ratael de Meza, 
and be disposed of to the highest bidder, at the Auction Room of Don An‘onio Galea, in order 
that the proceeds may be applied to the benefit of the two Governments, the said Vessel being tor 
the present placed in deposit with Don Jayme Andrea, who shall likewise take the proper oath, 
receiving the same by formal inventory. And with respect to the Negroes, it is directed that 
their Certificate of Emancipation be given to them, as soon as they shall be landed, by Don Rafael 
Gonzales Barranca, Deputy Secretary, who is hereby appointed to perform that duty; for which 
purpose an Official Letter, with a certified Copy of this Sentence, shall be addressed to his Ex- 
cellency the Governor and Captain General requesting that he may be pleased to name # Person 
ih whom he has confidence, to receive and’ take charge of them, until his Excellency shall d.spose 
of them as he may think proper, in conformity to the Freaty. 

‘Fhis Mixed Commission cannot pass over in silence the horrible conduct observed by the Crew 
of the Brigantine towards the unhappy Negroes, forcing ther, by wounds, to throw themselves 
into the Sea, in order to escape from the English Schooner of War which was probably the cause 
of somé of them being drowned, whose dead bodies were seen at the bottom where the former ran 
a-shore: and being persuaded that the wetl known zeal and love of justice of his Excellency will 
induce him to pursue the perpetrators of sach an execrable crime, and a'so to care the Negroes, 
dispersed and straggling on Shore, to be collected, on the ground that they, too, should he in- 
cluded in the benefit of Emancipation ; it ts hereby directed, that a certified and entire Copy of 
the Proceedings be made out for the purpose of being transmitted, separately, to his Execlleney, 
xs soon as the whole shall be concluded, in order that he may be pleased to proceed, with regard 
to those points, conformably to Law. 


(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
| HT. KILBEE. 
-Havannah, January 31, 1826. RAFAEL GONZALEZ, Secretary. 
Fourth Enclosure in No, 63. _ (Translation.) 


The Mixed Commission to the Captain- General. 


Mosr ExceELvenr Sir, Havannah, February 1, 1826. 


BY the accompanying certified Copy, your Excellency will be apprized of the final Sentence 
areata bv this Mixed Commission in the Cause respecting the Capture of the Spuntsh 

rigantine ‘* Magico,” with a Cargo of African Negroes, by the English Schooncr-of-War 
“© Union.” In consequence thereof, the said Negroes are to be delivered up to the person whem 
your Excellency shall appoint, in order that they may be disposed of as you shatl think proper, 
in conformity to the Treaty ; and as the Commission have to assign to cach Negro his Certificate 
of Emancipation, as has been done in the former Cases, ‘they request that your Excellency will be 
pleased to communicate to them the name of the said Person, as soon as he shall be appointed, ia 
order that they may proceed in the performance of that duty. | 

At the same time, your Excellency will observe the reservation’ made by the ‘Commission 
to transmit to you an entire Copy of the Proceedings for the purposes which are stated, and 
which shall be dowe as soon as (héy are concluded. 

: God preserve, &c. &c. - 


(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
His Excellency the Captain-General, _ H. T. KILBLE. 


Fifth Enclosure in No. 63. (Translation.) 


The Captain-General to the Mixed Commission. 


Most EXceLtenT Sir, aND GENTLEMEN, Huvannah, Felruarvy 2, 1826. 


1 HAVE received, with your Official Letter, the Copy of the final Sentence, pronounced by the 
‘Mixed Commission, in the Cause relative to the Capture of the Spanish Brigantine ‘* Afagico,” 
with a Cargo of bozal Negroes, by the English Schooner of War ‘* Union ;” I have taken the 
whole into due consideration, and under this day’s date | have named Don Canuto Diez to receive 
the Negroes and to dispose of them in the same manner as the others, conformably to the "Treaty ; 
‘authorizing him likewise to proceed to the performance of the other Act relative to the Certifi- 
cates of Emancipation, which are to be made out by the Mixed Commission, as was dune iu the 
two former similar Cases. 

As soon as I shall receive the Copy of the Proceedings, I will take the proper steps, in con- 
formity to (he Treaty and to justice, against the perpetrators of the outrage committed when the 
above-mentioned Brigantine ‘‘ Magico” ran a-sbore. 

’ God preserve, &c. &c. 
‘His Excellency the Intendant, and the other _ (Sigued) FRANC® DION? VIVES. 

Members of the Mixed Commission. 
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| Sixth Enclosure in No. 63. (Translation.) 
The Mixed Commission to the Captain- General. 
Mos? Exceyyegsr Siz, - Havannah, February 3, 1826. 


IN consequence of what we stated to your Excellency at the conclusion ot our Oficial Letter of 
the Lsf instant, in Which was enclosed a certified Copy of the Sentence pronounced iu the Cause, 
respecting the. Capture of the ‘* Magico ;” we now transmit to your Excellency a certified Copy of 
- the Proceedings up to that state of the Case, in order that you may be pleased to adopt the mea- 

ae Ty ) 


sures which you shall judge advisable, God preserve your Excellency, &e. &e. 
(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 


His Excellency the Cuptain- General, H. T. KILBEE. 
‘Seventh Enclosure in No. 63. (Translation.) 
The Mixed Commission to the Captain- General. _ 
Most Exce,ient Siz, Havannah, February 6, 1826. 


THE Mixed Commission have concluded, by means of a Person of trust appointed by them, the 
act of assigning to the ‘‘ bozal’’ Negroes belonging to the Brigantine ‘* Magico,” which was cap- 
tured by the Schooner of War ‘* Union,” their respective Certificates of Emancipation, which 
were not delivered into their hands for the same reason that they were withheld in tormer Cases ; 
aad we now transmit them to your Excellency for the purposes stuted in those Cases. 

Althongh the number of Negroes captured was 179, only 173 Certificates have been assigned, 
3 of the Negroes having died on board the Brigantine before the disembarkation, according to the 
Report made to the Commission by the Commander of the English Schooner, which is preserved 
amongst the other Proceedings in the Cause; and another having been stated to have died, by Don 
Canuto Diez, alter they had been placed under his charge, of which it is probable that be will 
have made a Report to your Excellency. 

Upon this occasion it has likewise been endeavoured to ascertain the ties of relationship that 
might exist amongst any of the said Negroes ; and it having been discovered that such ties did exist 
in some Cases, the same has been noted down in the margin of their respective Certificates, for 
your ExcelJency’s intormatian. 

The Mixed Commission cannot avoid taking this opportunity to inform your Excellency, that 
their Secretary has communicated to them that Don Canuto Diez had yerbally stated to him, at 
about half-past two o'clock yesterday, that, after the List af the Negroes had been made out, anid 
their Certificates assigned to (hem, he found that the one nambered 11 was missing, and it was In- 
ferred that he had been stolen on the morping of the same day; and this being altogether a most 
scandalous action, the Commission trust that your Excellency will employ all your zeal in the¢ 
matter until the perpetrator be discovered, and the Negro restored to the liberty which he bad 
alceady obtained, and of which it has been attempted to deprive him. ne 

God preserve yqur Excellency. 
| (Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. H. T. KILBEE. == 


Eighth Enclosure in No. 63. a ransiation.) 
The Captain- General to the Mixed Commission. 


Most Excetient Sik, AND GENTLEMEN, Havannah, February 9, 1826. 


BY your Official Letter of the 6th instant, I have been duly apprized that the Mixed Com- 
mission has concluded the act of assigning to the ‘* bozal’ Negroes of the Brigantine ‘‘ Magico,” 
which was captured by thé Schooner-of-War ‘* Union,” their respective Certificates of Emancipa- 
tion, which Certificates were not delivered into their hands for the same reason that they were 
withbeld in former cases, and you, therefore, transmit them to me. I] have been likewise 
apprized, that, although the number of Negrues captured was 179, Certificates of Emancipation 
bave been assigned to only 175, because 3 died on board the Brigantine betore the disembarkation, 
according to the Report made to the Commission by the Commander of tbe English Schooner, 
which is preserved amongst the other Proceedings in the Cause, and before the List of the rest 
was made out, Don Cauuto Diez reported tome the death of another, all being at the sime under 
his charge. 

Your determination appears to me to be very proper, regarding the investigation of the family 
ties which might exist among the Negroes, which are noted down in the margin of the said Cer- 
tificates for my intormation. 

With respect to what you state to me relating to the loss of No. 11, who, after bis description 
was taken, .was stolen, the Captain of the District of San Lazaro is proceeding in the necessary 
summary investigition for the purpose of discovering the author or authors of this crime, who 
shall be punished according to Law. Goi preserve, &c. &c. 

His Excellency the Intendant, and the other (Signed) - FRANC°. DION’. VIVES. 
Members of the Mized Commission. a a ae a tod 
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No. 64. 


Fis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.--( Received April21.) 


Sir, Havannah, February 22, 1826. 


ON the 10th instant, the Portuguese Brig “ Aurora de Cabo,” Joaquim 
Francisco Flores, Master, sailed for Angola, on the Coast of Africa, and on 
the 19th, the Spanish Brigantine ‘ Xerzes,” and the Schooners ‘ Pandita” 
and ‘‘ Hortensia,”’ Ramon Gonzales, Antonio Ferrer, ‘and Vicente Gomez, 
Masters, sailed for St. Thomas and Princes Islands on the same Coast. 

On the 18th instant, the Spanish Schooner “ Proserpina,” Jose Antoriio 
Barrera, Master, arrived here professedly from the Danish Island of St. 
Thomas, but really from the Coast of Africa, with a Cargo. of 85 Negroes, 
which she landed near Cabanas ; this Vessel was fitted out at Cadiz. 

It is reported that the Spanish Schooner “ Zeagenes” has landed 200 Ne- 
grocs on the South side of the Island, but she bas not yet entered this Port. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
The Rizht Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY. 
&c. &e. Sc. 
No. 65. 


His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 19.) 


Sir, - Havannah, March 16, 1826. 


THE enclosed Translation of a Letter from the Captain-General to the 
Mixed Commission, is the only Communication which has vet been received 
from his Excellency, respecting the Representation made to him upon the 
cruel conduct of the Crew of the * Adagico,” towards the Negroes belonging 
to that Vessel. | 

His Excellency has not yet informed the Commission of the result of the 
measures which he had adopted for the recovery of the emancipated slave, 
reported in our Despatch of the 22d Ultimo, to have been stolen from the 
place in which the Cargo of the ‘ Magico” had been deposited by his order. 

We have the honour to be, &c. | 
(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | W.S. MACLEAY. 


&e: &e. S§&e. 


Enclosure in No. 65.. (Translation ) 


The Captain- General to the Mixed Commission. 


Most ExceLcrenT Sis, AND GENTLEMEN, Havannah, February 28, 1826. 


IN conformity with the‘opinion which the Auditor of War has given me, I have directed the 
Authorities of this Island to adopt the necessary steps for the apprehension of the Individuals 
composing the Crew af the Brigantine ‘* AMugico,"’ which arrived on these Coasts with a 
Carvo of African Negroes. 

1] bave likewise transmitted to the Commandant of the Naval Forces, on this Station, a Copy of 
the Documents which you forwarded to me in your Oficial Letter of the 3d instant, from the con. 
sideration, that to the Naval Department belongs the cognizance of the crimes committed on 
board the aforesaid Brigantine. | 

And finally, I have transmitted likewise a certified Copy of the Proceediags to his Excellency 
the Minister of State, that all that has occarred with respect to the said Vessel may reach the 
knowledge of the King, my Master, in order that His Majesty may be pleased to resolve what may 
be His Royal Pleasure All which I state to you in reply to. your Letter above referred to. 

God preserve you many Years. (Signed) FRANC’, DIONY. VIVES. 
His Irxcellency the Intendunt, and the other 
Members of the Mixed Commiss:on. . 
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Nu. 66. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. S ecretary Canning—(Recewed May 19.) 


ae Sir, Havannah, March 23, 1826. 


ON the 9th instant, His Majesty’s Schooner “ Speedwell,” Lieutenant 
James C. Bennett, Commander, arrived here with a Cargo of Negroes belong- 
ing to the Spanish Brigantine “ Orestes ;” which Vessel had run aground 
near the Grass-cut-Keys, on the Bahama Bank, where she was found by the 
‘© Speedwell,” on the 5th instant, the Negroes being still on board in a very 
wretched state, from want of water and provisions, but the whole of the Crew 
having landed on one of the Keys. Finding it impossible to get the 
“ Orestes” off, Lieutenant Bennett took the Negroes on board his own 
Vessel, together with the Master, the Mate and a Passenger, not having room 
for any more of the Crew. The Master died shortly after he was taken on 
board the ‘ Speedwell.” = 
' The Mixed Commission, having received the Affidavit of Licutenant Ben- 
nett, and the Depositions of the Mate and Passenger of the “ Orestes,” pro- 
nounced a. Decree on the 15th instant, emancipating the Slaves and condemn- 
ing the Vessel, should she or any part of her ever be saved. 

The Brigantine “ Orestes,” Don Joze Ramon Mutio, Master, sailed from 
this Port on the 20th of July 1825, for the Coast of Africa, where she arrived 
in the Month of Septemler, and remained till the 10th of January, on which 
day she received on board 284 or 285 Negroes, and immediately sct sail on her 
return to this Island. In the last days of February, she was chased by 2 
British Schooners, from which, however, she escaped, but shortly after ran 
aground near Grass-cut-Keys. After 2 days the Crew made a_raft, all the 
Boats, it appears, having been lost, and proceeded to one ot the Keys, leaving 
the Negroes on board: they had been 3 days in this situation when ‘the 
«¢ Speedwell ” appeared, and took possession of the ‘‘ Orestes.” - | 

We have the honour to enclose an Abstract of the Evidence, and a Trans- 
jation of the Decree of the Court. 

Of the original number of Negroes received on board on the Coast of 
Africa, 22 according to one Witness, and 25 according to the other, died on 
the passage, previously to the day on which the “ Orestes” ran aground ; but 
neither of them was able to state how many were alive when she was taken 
possession of by the ‘ Speedwell,” both agreeing that several had been 
<irowned in consequence of the great quantity of water which had entered the 
hold after the Vessel had struck. 

' According to Lieutenant Bennett’s statement, many of the unfortunate 
Negroes must have died for want of proper provisions and of water, with- 
out which they had been for some days. He states, that there were 2338 on 
board, besides several dead bodies, when he first visited the ‘ Orestes,” of 
which number 4 were drowned in the surf in attempting to get from the 
wreck into one of the Boats; 2 died on a Key on which they had been 
landed, previously to their heing conveyed on board the “ Speedwell,” which 
Jay at a considerable distance ; 10 of those who had been alive on the evening 
of the capture were found dead on board the “ Orestes” on the following 
morning ; 10 died on board the ‘‘ Speedwell,” and 212 were handed. over to 
the Person appointed by the Captain-General to receive them. Certificates of 
the deaths were presented to the Mixed Commission by Lieutenant Bennett. 
~ In the 3 last Cases that have been decided by the Court, M. Pinillos has 
acted as Spanish Commissary Judge, and we have great satisfaction in stating, 
that, throughout the whole of the proceedings, he has manifested the same 
conciliatory disposition, and the same desire to act up to the spirit of the 
"Lreaty, which had in all the previous Cases, as has been reported to you, uni- 
formly marked the eonduct of the Spanish Members of this Mixed Com- 
miission. | 
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By a Memorandum, endorsed on the Papers of the ‘ Orestes,” it appears 
that she had been visited by one of His Majesty’s Cruizers on “the Coast of 
Africa. Similar Memorandums have been found upon the Papers of other 
Vessels condemned by the Mixed Commission; ard we have reason to believe 
that many, perhaps the greater number, of the Slave Vessels that land their 
_ Cargoes on the Coasts of this Island, have been boarded by Boats belonging to 
British Ships-of-War on the Coast of Africa, but were not detained, as they 
had not Negroes actua!ly on board at the time, although thete could be no 
doubt that thicir sole object in being there was to engage in the Slave-trade. It 
is the practice of those Vessels to wait till their Cargoes are ready, arid theti 
ship them at once and set sail immediately. The Mate of the ‘ Oréstes” 
stated, that-her whole Cargo, amounting to 285, was shipped in 5 liours. It is 
obvious, theretore, that the greatest benefit would result fon the adoption, by 
His Catholick Majesty, of an Article similar to the Additional Article of thé 
25th January 1823, to the Slave-trade Treaty between His Majesty and The 
King of The Netherlands; by which the Cruizers are authorized to detain, 
and the Mixed Commission to condemn, Vesscls found undef precisely the 
same circumstances, as the Sparish Vesscls here referred to, which have so 
often been enabled to elude the vigilance ot His Majesty's Vessels-of- War. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
7 (Signed) H. 'T. KILBEE. | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | W.S. MACLEAY. 
: C. &e. Se. 


First Enclosure in No. 66. 


Extract of the Evidence in the Case of the Brigantine “ Orestes.” 


_ LIEUT. BENNETT stated, in his Affidavit, and in his Declatation of tite stdte of the Prize at 
the time of the capture, that he found the Brigantine -* Orestés,’’ on the 3th of Marclt, eground in 
Latitude 23. 40. North, and Longitude 77. 20. West, off the Grass-Cut Keys, on the Great Ba- 
hama Bank, with 232 Negroes on board, the Crew having landed on one of the Keys; that thé 
Negroes were in a very exhausted state, having been Ictt seteral days without water, and that 
many had died ; that the Master, who, tvith the rest of the Crew, Was on one of the Keys, delivéred 
up to him 6 Papers, which wete produced, and proved to be the regular Ship’s Papets issned at 
this. Port of Havannah in the Month of July 1825 ; that finding it impossible to get the ‘* Orestes” 
“off the Reef, he took the Negroes out and put them on board the Schooner under bis command, 
togetber with the Master of the “ Orestes,” Don Joze Ramon Miufio, (who died shortly after), 
the Mare and a Passenger; aud that the tery crowded stite of his Schouner pteclading the possi-s 
bility of receiving on board the remainder of the Crew (30 Individuals), he left them onthe Key 
on which he found them, supplying them with a sufficient quantity of provisions and water. 

Charles Pourrailly deposed, that he was a Native of France, and engaged in Commerce ; that 
he. knew the Brigantine ‘ Orestes,"’ having sailed in ber as a passenger; that the Captain iwas 
D. Joze Ramou Murio, who died lately, but that he is vot aware who the Owner was; that, on 
the 9th of January last, he sailed in her from Ayudo, on the Coast of Africa, withoat any other 
extraordinary occurrence happening, except that of having been chased by two English Sehdoners, 
until the 28th of february, when the ‘* Orestes” grounded near Grass-Keys, being then out of 
eight of the Schooners; that they remained in this sictation two days, at the expiration of which 
they.tormed a Raft, on which all the white People on bourd were conveyed to one df the Kegs, the 
Negroes heing left in the Vessel ; that three days after, an English Schooner of War appeared in 
sight; the Commander of which came in his Boat to where the Crew was, and having Jearnt what 
had happened, and baving received trom the Master, Mutio, certain Papers, transferred the Ne- 
groes on board his Schooner, together with the said Master; the Mate, and the Dejonent, and 
brought them into this Port of Havannah, the Master baving died the day after the capture; that 
284 Negroes were taken on board on the Coast of Africa, of which number 22 ched previous to 
the Vessel grounding ; but that be could not say bow many there were at the time of the cape 
ture, several having been drowned in the hold, in consequence of the great quantity of water 
which entered.after tbat misforttine; that the * Orestes’ had no otber Cargo but the Negroes ; 
that the Papers which were given up by the Master were the regular Ship's Papers, and upon 
their being shewn to the Witness he immediately recovnized them, — 

" Salvador Estolt deposed, that he was a Native of Catalonia, that he was Mate of the Brigan- 
tine ‘* Orestes,”” of which the late D. Joze Ramon Matio, was Master, and D. Ventura Zagonera, 
Owner, as this Deponent infers from his being the Person who dispateled ber in this Port ; that 
he entered on board the said Vessel, as Second. Mate, on the 16th of July 1825, and that on the- 
2uth of the same Month, she set sail trom this Port of Havannah for the Coast of Africa, where 
“they arrived without accident towards the close of Septewber ; that they remained in the Road of 
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Ayudo nntil the 10th of Jandaty last, on which 285 slaves were embarked on board the “ Orestes,” 
With which they immediately set sail for this Island; that no accident happened during the Voyage 
until the 28th of February, when, after having been chased for two days by two English Schooners, 
from which they had escaped, the Vessel grounded near Grass Keys, on the Bahama Bank; that 
they remained there without leaving her for two days, at the end of which they made a Ratt, on 
which the whole Crew procteded to a neighbouring Key, leaving the Cargo of Negroes on board ; 
that three days after an English Schooner of War appeared in sight, the Commander of which cawe 
to the Key on which they were, in his Boat, and having been informed of what had happened, he 
transferred the Cargo of Negroes, the Captain of the ‘‘ Orestes,” D, Joze Kamon Mutio, a Pas- - 
senger, Don Carlos, whose Surname he does not know, and this Deponent, on board his Schooner, 
tind set sail for the Port of Havannah, tbe said Mutio having died one or two days after the Capture ; 
that during the Voyage, up to the day on which the Vessel ran aground, 25 Negroes had died, and 
that Deponent heard that several others had been drowned in the hold, the number of which he did 
not learn, and that consequently he could not say exactly how many there were at the time of the 
Capture; that the '* Orestes’ bad no other Cargo but the Negroes; that she had not been brought 
into this Port, because it was impossible to get her off from the place where she was aground ; 
that the Ship’s Papers were delivered up to the English Commander; and those presented to the 
Court by the latter having been shewn to him, he immediately recognized them and said that they 
belonged to the “Orestes.” 


Second Enclosure in No. 66. (Translation.) 


Sentence of the Mixed Commission in the Case of the Brigantine “ Orestes.” 


THE merits of this Cause having been taken into consideration, it is declared to be a good and 
lawful Prize, that made by the English Schooner-of-War ‘* Speedwell,’ commandei by James C, 
Bennett, Esq. Lieutenant of the Royal Navy of His Britannick Majesty, of the Spanish Brigan- 
tine named the “ Orestes,’ with a Cargo of 238 African Neyroes, according to the Certificate of 
the Captor, relative to the state of the Vessel at the time of the capture; respecting which number 
the two Individuals belonging to the Crew of the ‘‘ Orestes,”’ who have been examined, have not 
been able to afford any information, as they say tlrat they do not know how many were drowned 
in the hold, in consequence of the great quantity of water which entered when aground, as she 
was ypon Grass-Cut Keys, on the Bahama Bank, where the said Vessel was abainloned, it having 
been found impossible to get her.off and sét her afloat. The Negroes are consequently declared 
to be free from all slavery and cantivity, to the number of 212, to which the Cargo has been 
reduced, and which are already disembarked by order of his Excellency the Captain-General, 
under the charge of Don Felipe Rodriguez, and are placed in one of the Barraconés outside 
the walls of this City, 26 having died subsequently to the capture, as appears by the Report made 
by the aforesaid Captor to the Mixed Commission, and annexed to the other Documents belonging 
to this Cause. Let the proper Certificate of Emancipation be given to them by the Deputy Secre- 
tary, who is named for that purpose ; aud with respect to the said Brigantine ‘* Orestes,” which 
remained aground on the Key where she was-found, it is declared from this moment, that if she 
or any part of her be saved, the same is subject and liable to confiscation, in order that, being 
sold at pibtick auction, the proceeds may be applied to the benefit of the two Governments, ob- 
serviig, Ni that cage, the necessary forinalities tor this purpose ; and let a Certified Copy of this 
Sentence, with a proper Official Letter, be addre-sed to bis Excellency the Captain-General, in 
wrdtr that he nray be &p prized of che dame, which is likewise to be notified to the Captor- 

: (Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
H. Tt. KILBEE. “ — 
Havannah, March 15, 1826. RAFAEL GONZALEZ, Deputy Secretary: 


No. 67. 
Fis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received May21.) 


Sir, | — Havannah, March 11, 1826. 


WE have the honour to inform you, that Captain Hobson, of His Majesty’s 
Sloop “ Ferrett,” brought into this Port, on the 15th ultimo, the Spanish 
Schooner “ Fingal,” which he had detained on the 3d, with a Cargo of 58 
Negroes. 

Sentence of Condemnation was pronounced by the Mixed Commission on 
the 20th ultimo. 

‘The Schooner “ Fingal,” of whith Don Dionisio Urquijo was Master and 
ostensible Owner, sailed from this Port on the ist of February 1825, forthe 
Island of St. Thomas, on the Coast of Afriea; where, however, she did not 
touch, but proceeded to Cape Mount on the Continent. She remained there 
tor several Months, and, at length, set sail on ‘her return to this Island,'on the 
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1st January of the present Year. The Master and-two of: the Crew, wlio were 
examined, stated, that the Schooner did not take on board any Negroes on 
the Coast of Africa, but that, 17 days after their departure, they fell in with a 
French Brig, which obliged them to receive on board 61. In relating this 
improbable story, the Witnesses differed in some not immaterial points, but 
it is rendered altogether unworthy of belief by the fact, that in the Log- 
dDook there is a Note inserted (which, though attempted to be blotted -out, is 
Pay visible) of the death of a Negro on a day prior to that on which che 
Brig was said to have been fallen in with ; and also by the total omission in 
the Log-book, in which, however, many other Vessels are stated to have been 
scen, of all mention of any such Brig, the meeting with which, it was pecu- 
liarly the interest of the Master to have noted down in the most explicit terms, 
as upon it he pretended to found his justification for the violation of the Laws 
of his Country in having Negroes on board his Vessel. No other event of 
importance is said to have happened in the Voyage until she ran aground 
near Salt Key; two days after which she was taken possession of by the 
Boats of His Majesty’s Sloop * Ferrett,” the Negroes having been previously 
landed on a small neighbouring Key, butas they were placed under the charge 
of 3 of the Crew, and were fully admitted by the Master and the other Wit- 
nesses, to belong to the Vessel, and to have been removed for the purpose of 
concealment from the English, the Court, without hesitation, came to a De- 
cision that the Vessel stiould be condemned and the Slaves emancipated. 

We have the honour to enclose an Abstract of the Isvidence, and a Trans- 
Jation of the Sentence of the Court. | 

The “ Fingal” was not reported to you among the Departures for the Coast 
of Africa last Year, because, in the daily lists published in the Newspapers, | 
she was stated to have sailed for New Orleans. : 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, W.S. MACLEAY. 
&e. —&e. &c. a: = | 


First Enclosure in No. 67. 


Abstract of the Evidence in the Case of the Spanish Schooner “ Fingal.” 


CAPTAIN HOPSON stated, in his Affdavit, and in his Declaration, of the state of the Prize 
at the time of the capture, that hie had detained this Schooner on the 3d ot February, in Latitude 
22.12. North, and Longitude 75. 46. West, with 58 Negroes on board, exclusive of @& female 
infant tbat was born the day after the capture, and lived only a few days; that he found the 
Schooner aground and the Negroes on shore on a small uninbabited Key, in the charge of 4 of the 
Crew, the Officer who went on board having been conducted to the place of their concealment by 
the Master, who fully admitted them to be his Cargo; and that he received from. the said Officer, 
and now produced, 5 Documents which were delivered up by the Master, and which proved to be 
the regular Ship's Papers, issued at this Port of Havannah in the Month of January 1825, and 
authorizing the ‘* Relampago"’ to proceed to the Island of Saint Thomas, on the Coast of Africa, 
for the purpose of trading in articles of lawful Commerce, but expressly prohibititig her from 
enpayving in the Slave-trade. , : 

Dionisio Urguijo deposed, that he was a Nat've of Bilbao; that he was Master and Owner of 
the Schooner ‘‘ Fingal,” in which he sailed from the Port of Havannah, on the Ise February 
1825, for the Island of Saint Thomas, for the purpose of. engaging in Lawful Commerce, but that 
he never touched at it, having, when in sight thereof, been informed, by a Portuguese Vessel, that 
he would vot find any of the articles of which he was in want; that consequently te proceeded 
to the Coast of Africa, ani in the vieinity of Cabomonte, he coutracted with the Negroes of the 
Country the exchange of his Cargo for palm-oil, logwood, rice. and ivory, which articles were 
never delivered to him, «although he waited for them tor the period of eight Months and a half, 
with the exception of a small quantity of logwood, with which he determined to return, with the 
Joss of almost the who'e of his Cargo, which he had previously handed over to the said Nepzroes ; 
that he accordingly set sail for this Porton the Ist January of this Year, and 17 days after his 
departure be fell in with a French Brig laden with slaves, the Captain‘ot which, after asking tor 
some provisions, which could not be afforded to him, sent on board the Schooner 61 Negroes, 
which the Deponent, from motives of humanity, could not avoid receiving, being told that if he «id 
mot, they would be thrown into the Sea; that the French Brig then departed, having previously 
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furown overboar’ a swivel gun and various other arms that were in the Schooner; that the 
‘Deponent continued bis voyage with the Negroes and ran aground near Salt Key on the Ist or 2d 
of February, and that on the 3d, 3 buats of an English Brig-of- War, which was in sight, approached, 

when the Negroes were landed on a small neighbouring Key for the purpose of concealing them 

from the English, and also of lichtening the Vessel, 3 of the Crew being left in charge of them ; : 
that upon the arrival of the Enylish boats they discovered the Negroes, and again brought them 

on board the Schooner of which they took possession, and ultimately brought her into the Port 

of Havannah ; that the Negroes-at the time of the capture amounted to 58, and that his inten- 

tion was to bring them to Havannah and relate what had happened with the Frenck Brig ; that 

there was no other cargo on board at the time of the capture, aid that the. Papers which be 

delivered up were the only ones he bad on board. 

Florencio Sugasti, a Native of Biscay, deposed, that Dionisio Urquijo was Master of the 
Schooner ‘ Fingal,” but that he did not know who was the Owner ; that the Deponent belonged 
to the Spanish Schooner ‘ Clara,” which was wrecked on the Coast of Aftica, when he and 5 
others of the Crew requested to be received on board the ‘* Fingal’? as passengers, and that 
during the vovage he acted as Mate, but without any pav whatever. ; 

That about the 3ist of December last, they set sail from the Coast of Africa, with a sm1il 
cargo of palm-oil and logwood, and 17 or 8 days after they fell.in with a French Brig, laden 
with slaves, the Caprain of which asked for a little rice, which was refused, and then forcibly put 
on board 6) Negroes, and went away, after throwing over-board the gun and some small arms that 
were inthe ‘ Fingal; °* that they continued their voyage, and onthe tst or 2d of February, 
ran a-ground near Salt Key, 2 days after which 3 English armed Boats, belonging to a Brig-ot- 
Wer in sight, appeared, when the Negroes were landed upon one of the small Kevs, in order to 
conceal them from the English, and to lighten the Vessel, but were shortly after discovered upon 
the arrival of the Boats, by which they were again embarked on board the Schooner, of which 
the English took possession, and ultimately brought ber into the Port of Havannali; that the 
number of the Negroes at the time of the capture was 58, 3 of the 61 having died during the 
voyage, and that there was no other cargo on board the Schooner at the time of the capture, the 
log wood having been thrown overboard when she grounded. | 

Benito Vasquez, a Native of Malaga, deposed, that Dionisio Urquijo, was Master of the 
Schooner © Fingal,’ and that be did not know the Owuer ; that he was received on board her, on 
the Coast of Africa, as a passenger, but that che Boatswain having been drowned he acted during 
the voyage in his place ; that after he had been on board her about 3 Months thev set sail on the 
2st of January of the present Year, with a Cargo of logwoods that '7 days after they fell.in 
with a French Brig laden with slaves, of which 61 were put on board the Schooner, the French Cap- 
tain saying, that he had not provisions enough tor them; that the latter :hen left them, first taking 
on board his Brig a swivel gun and other arms belonging to the ‘ Fingal; ° that this Schooner 
continued her voyage, and ran a-ground on some Keys, near the Coast of the Island of Cuba, 2 
days after which 3 English armed Boats came up, and again put on board the Schooner the 
Negroes who had been landed on one of the Keys, for the purpose of lightening her; that the 
English then took possession of the Vessel, and brought her to the Port of Havannab; that at 
the time of the capture 58 of the Neyroes were alive, 3 having died during the Voyage, and that 


there was no other cargo on board, the logwood having been thrown into the Sea to lighten the 
Vessel. 


Second Enclosure in No. 67. (Translation ) 


Sentence of the Mixed Commission in the Case of the Schooner “ Fingal.” | 


THE merits of this Cause having been taken into consideration, and particularly it being ob- 
served, that it is noted down in the Log-Book on the 16th of January, a date prior to that when the 
Master, and the two other Individuals who have been examined, assert that the 61 Negroes were 
received from a French Brig, that a full grown Negro had died; this being clearly and distinctly 
visible, notwithstanding the attempt made tovlotout the circumstance, by drawing several strokes of a 
pen across it, as was also done in the case of two other Negroes who died subsequently, and no men- 
tion whatever being made throughout the whole Log-book, of having fallen in with the aforesaid 
French Brig, as is done with other Vessels that wereseen on different days, it is hereby declared to be 
good and lawful Prize, that made by His Britannich Majesty's Brig ‘‘Fervett,” William Hobson, Esq. 
Commander, of the Spanish Merchant Schooner named ‘¢ Fingal,’ D. Dionisio Urquijo, Master, 
with a cargo of 58 African Negroes, viz: 41 males and 17 females, one of the later having been 
delivered of a female infant the day atter the capture; and that the said Schooner, her tackle, 
apparel, and whatever may be contained therein, are subject and liable to confiscation, with the 
exception of the aforesaid Negroes, who are declared to be free from all slavery and captivity. 
With respect to the condemned Vessel, and whatever belongs to her, let a valuation be made 
thereof by the Principal Masters of this Royal Arsenal, who shall swear faithfully to perform this 
duty, in order that the same may be exposed to publick auction for the term required by Law, and 
he disposed of to the highest bidder, at the Auction Room of Don Antonio Galea, betore the 
Notary, D. Joze Ratael de Meza, the proceeds being for the benefit of the two Governments, | 
and let the said Vessel be fur the present placed in deposit with D, Jayme Andreu, who shall 
likewise take the proper Oath, receiving the same by furmal inventory; and with respeci to the 
Negroes, let their Certificate of Emancipation be given to them by the Deputy Secretary, who is 
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hereby appointed to perform that duty, for which purpose let an Official Letter be a‘dressed 
to his Bxcellency the Captain-General, requesting him to be pleased to name a Person in wiiom 
he has confidence, to receive and take charge of them, until his Excellency shall dispose of them - 
as he may tbink proper, in conformity with the letter and spirit of the Treaty ; and when his Ex- 
celleacy shall have selected the said Person, it shall be uotified to the Captor to deliver the 
Negroes up to him, and the Schooner to the Depositary, communica'ing to hint now a certified 
Copy of this Sentence, ot which the Master, D. Dionisio Urquijo, shall also be apprized. | 


(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
| | H. T. KILBEE. 
Havannah, February 20, 1826. RAFAEL GONZALES, Deputy Secretary. 


No. 68. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.--(Received May 21.) 


Sir, | Havannah, March 11, 1826. 
ON the 26th ult. the Spanish Brig “ Currutaco,” D. Juan Coll, and the 


Schooner “ Escudera,’ D. Juan Tornella, Master, sailed from hence, 
the former for St. Thomas, and the latter for Princes Island, on the Coast of 
Africa. 

~ We have heard that the French Frigate  4ztigone” has captured a Slave- 
vessel of the same Nation, with upwards of 100 Negroes on board, not far 


from Santiago de Cuba. We have the honour to be, &c. 
: (Signed) H. ‘IT. KILBEE. | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, : : W. S. MACLEAY. 


&e. Sc. Se. 


No. 69. 


¢ 


His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received June 12.) 


Sir, Havannah, April 15, 1826, 


WE have the honour to enclose a Translation of a Letter addressed 
by the Captain-General to the Mixed Commission, and of the Reply of 
the latter, upon the subject of a Royal Order, issued by His Catholick 
Majesty, for the more effectual suppression of the illicit Slave-trade, car- 
ried on with this Island, which has been published in the Official Journal. 

In this Royal Order, it is expressly stated, that The King has adopted 
Additional Measures, in consequence of the remonstrances of the British 
Minister at Madrid, although Ele himself does not consider those already 
taken to be inadequate to their object. It is directed that every Vessel 
from the Coast of Africa, shall, upon her arrival, deliver up ber Log-book to 
be examined ; and should there be any reason to suspect her of having been 
engaged in the Slave-trade, that the Captain-General, who alone is to take 
cognizance of such Causes, shall proceed to the investigation of the Case, and 
the punishment of the Delinquents. Persons of all classes are authorized te 
denounce Transactions of illicit Slave-trade, but no reward is offered to the 
Informer, unless he be a Slave, in which case he instantly becomes free; 
the Purchaser of ilegsly imported Negroes being subject to a fine of 
£00 dollars for each. ‘The Clergy are directed to impress upon their Fiecks 
that the carrying on the Slave-trade, since it bas been prolibited by The 
King, is a moral offence. Those Negroes hereafter imported, who shall de- 
nounce the Vessel in which they have come, are declared to be entitled 
to their liberty, but not those illegally introduced, up to the present period, 
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And finally, it is ordered, that these measures shall not be carried into effect 
until after the Royal Order shall be published. 

The strong incitement held ont to Slaves to denounce transactions of illicit 
Slave- trade has created universal alarm and dissatisfaction here; and should 
Intormers of that class receive encouragement and protection from the 
Tribunals of the Island, little doubt can be entertained that this measure will 
afford an effectual check to the Trattick.. , 

We have the honour to be, Kc. 
(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY. 
Se. &c. &c. 


First Enclosure in No. 69. (Translation ) 
The Captain-General to the Aired Commission. 


Mosr Excecctent Sir, ann GENTLEMEN, Havannah, April )), 1826. 


UNDER date the 2d of January of this Year, bis Excellency the Duke del Infantado, First 
Secretary of State, writes to me ag follows :— , . 


ROYAL ORDER. 
Most ExcrLuentT Sir, Madrid, 2d January 1826. 


HIS Britannick Majesty's Minister here having remonstrated against the fraudulent Importa- 
tion of Negroes into the Island of Cuba, in manifest violation of the Treaty of 1817, in the exact 
fulfilment of which the English Nation and Government have. always taken so much interest, Our 
Lord the King could not d> less than take this matter into consideration, fur the more pradent 
determination of which he has not only consulted the Council of Indies and the Junta of His Mi- 
nisters, but he has also acquired information from Persons in whose knowledge upon the subject 
he has reliance; and after maturely examining the several arguments and measures which have 
been proposed to him, he has been pleased to adopt those, which, in his high consideration, he 
has esteemed best adapted for securing more effectually the suppression of this illicit Trafficx, 
although he does not believe to be insufficient the measures already taken and prescribed in the 
different Orders issued to the Authorities of that Island during the whole period that has elapsed 
from the couclusion of the above-mentioned ‘Treaty of 1817, to this date. 

Our Lord the King has accordingly resolved, thatevery Vessel proceeding from the Coast of Africa 
shall, immediately upon ber arrival at the Ports of the Island ot Cuba, deliver up her Log-book 
to the Naval Commandant, in order that he may examine it, and should there be any reason to 
suspect that the Vessel has brought and ciande-tinely landed Negroes, that he may instantly report 
the same to your Excellency, to the end that you may proceed to the proper investigation and 
punishment, in conformity to the Laws in force relating to the subject, it being well understood 
that, to your Excellency alone, with the advice of your Assessor, belongs the cognizance of such 
Causes ; His Majesty, moreover, declaring, that any Person, of whatever class he may be, may 
denounce the Negroes who shall be received by smuggling, and, should the informer be a slave, 
that, in the very act he becomes free, the Purchaser being fined 200 dollars tor each of the slaves he 
shall have acquired. His Masesty has likewise resolved, thatthe Very Reverend the Archbishop of 
Cuha, and the Reverend the Bishop of Havannah, shall impress upon the Rectors and those 
belonging to their respective Dioceses, that from the moment His Majesty was pleased to prohibit 
the Traffick in Negroes, its continuation in any manner whatever was no longer permitted mn cons 
science, a real robbery being committed by those who should acquire any of thear fraudulently ; 
tor which purpose, I write under this day’s date, to the Minister of Grace and Justice, in order 
that be may give the necessary directions for the fulolinent of the same to tue said Reverend 
Prelates. | 

His Majesty has also determined that those Negroes shall obtain their liberty, who shall 
denounce the Vessel in which they themselves may have come, subsequently to the order which 
your Excellency shall publish to this effect, but not those imported into the Island prior to its 
publication. 

By Royal Or‘ler T transmit all this to your Excellency, for your information, and that af the 
Mixed Commission, and that you may communicate it to those whom it may concern, In order 
that this Sovereizn Resolution may be carried fully into effect, as well by your Excellency as by the 
other Authorities of the Islind, but your Excellency will not perinit these measures to be put into 
execution until after that Resolution shall be published. 


(Signed) EL DUQUE DEL INFANTADO. 


I transmit the above to you for your information, apprizing you, at the same time, that I com- 
wiMiicate it to those whom it may concern, tor the fulfilment of the same. 


God preserve, &c. (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES, 


Iis Excelleney the Intendant, and the other Members 
of the diced Comat:ssion, 
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Second Enclosure in No. 69. (Translation.) 


The Mired Commission to the Captain- General. 


Most ExceccrentT Sir, '  Havannah, April 13, 1826. 


THE Mixed Commission has received vour Excellency's Official Letter of the 11th instante, in 
which is inserted the Koyal Order of the 2d of January of this Year, by which His Majesty has 
been pleased to adopt the measures which he has deemed just and proper tor the suppression ot 
the illicit Traffick in African Negroes, in violation of the Treaty relating to this subject, of which 
Sovereign Resolution this Mixed Commission is duly apprized, pers in it an the interest His 
Majesty takes in attaining the object of that Treaty. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
W. S. MACLEAY 
C. M. DE PINILLOS, 
His Excellency The Cuptain-General, Kk. DE QUESADA. 


No. 70. 


is Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.--( Received June 12.) 


SiR, Flavannah April 16, 1826. 


WE have the honour to inform you, that, on the 2d instant, the Spanish 
Schooner ‘“ Minerva,” Manuel Fernandez, Master, and on the 14th, the 
Spanish Schooner ‘ Dolorita,” Joaquin Aureycothea, Master, sailed froin 

* this Port for the Coast of Africa. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, W.S. MACLEAY. 
ge. Sc. &ec. | 


No. 71. 
Elis Majesty's Comnussioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.--( Received June 24.) 


SIR, Havannah April 30, 1826. 


ON the 24th instant, the Spanish Schooner “ Jacinta,” Don Francisco 
Prieto, Master, sailed from this Port for the Coast of Africa. 
Since the date of our Despatch ot the 22d of February, we have not heard of 
the arrival on the Coasts of this Island of any Vessel with Slaves. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, : W. S. MACLEAY. 
&e. &e. = & e. 


No. 72. 
Mis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 24.) 


Str, | - Favannah, May 2, 1826. * 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Despatch of the. 
31st January last, in which you have been pleased to transmit tous Copies 


on 
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of a ‘Correspondence with His Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid, upon the Subject 


of the Orders which His Catholick Majesty has recently addressed to the 
Captain-General of Cuba, for the more effectual execution of the Treaties 
between Great Britain and Spain, for the Abolition of the Traffick in Slaves. 
{n our Despatch of the 15th ultimo, we had the honour of forwarding to 
you the Communication made by the Captain-General to the Mixed Com- 
mission upon the same Subject, together with a Translation of the Royal 
Order which has been ton here. | 


e have the honour to be, &c. 


° (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY. 


&e. Se. Se. 


No. 73. 
Fis Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.--( Received June 24.) 


~ Str, | | Havannah, May 2, 1826. 


WE had yesterday the honour of receiving your Despatch of the 23d of 
February last, relative to the reported re-capture, by a Spanish Brig, which 
had arrived at Cuba, of 2 Slave Vessels, previously detained by a British 
Cruizer on the Ccast of Africa. - 

No time shall be lost in making the enquiries which you direct, into the 
truth of this transaction; but we think it right to apprise you, that some 
delay will in all probability occur, the communication between this Place and 
Cuba being slow and unfrequent. 

In our Despatch of the 18th of January last, we had the honour of transmit- 
ting to you a Communication, which we had received from the French Con- 
sul General, upon the subject of the above-mentioned re-capture. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


| (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. Gearge Canning, W. S. MACLEAY. 
C. oe 


Se. &e. 
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2 No. 74. : 
His Majesty's Commsstoners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received July 14.) 


~ 


Sir, . FHavannah, May, 31, 1826.. 


ON the 30th instant the Spanish Brig ** Breves,” (formerly the “ Conquis- 
zador,” an old and notorious Slave-trader) sailed from this Port for the Coast 
of Africa. | 

On the 27th instant the Spanish Schooner ‘* Zeagenes,” arrived here iu 


ballast. | 


In our Despatch of the 22d of February of this Year, it was stated thata . 


report prevailed, that this Vessel had landed a Cargo of Negroes on the South 
side of the island, which report proves to be correct ; and we have learned, that 
since the disembarkation, she has been employed by the Government in cpn- 
veying Troops from Batabano, where they had proceeded by Land from 
Havannah, to Trinidad de la Isla. : _-: | 

We have heard that the Spanish Schooner “ Zris,” which sailed for the 
Coast of Africa in November 1825, has lately landed a Cargo of Negroes at 
Puerto Escondido, to the Westward “4 Matanzas. ‘The Vessel, however, has 
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not ‘arrived here, and it is even said, that she has been destroyed by her Crew 
to avoid detection: a report has been prevalent here, that she has had an 
action with one of His Majesty’s Schooners, which she had beaten off. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY. 
§e. &e. &e. 


No. 75. 
Fis Majesty's Conmissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Iuly 14.) 


SIR, Havannah, June 14, 1826. 


HAVING learned from good authority that the Matanzas Steam Vessel 
‘© Neptune.” which arrived here on the Evening of the 5th ultimo, had 
brought upwards of 100 Negroes, whom she had received on board at a small 
Port to the Westward ot Matanzas, called Puerto Escondido, and who, pro- 
‘bably, belonged to the Cargo of the ‘‘ Iris,” mentioned in our last Despatch ; 
we resolved to lose no time in calling the attention of the Captain-General to 
this matter, and accordingly, on the Morning of the 6th, we apprised hin of 
the circumstance, and endeavoured to impress upon him, that it was particu- 
Jarly incumbent upon this Government, to make an example of the perpetra- 
tors of this scandalous violation of onr Treaty, cominitted so shortly after the 
publication of His Catholick Majesty’s Royal Order of January last, as, if 
they were allowed to escape with impunity, that Royal Order, would, like 
those previously issued on the same Subject, be considered as a mere dead 
letter. . | 

His Excellency replied, that the Naval Department had not reported to 
him any such arrival of Negroes, but that he would immediately write to the 
Commandant of the Naval Forces, and direct him to investigate the Case. Ia 
subsequent conversations he stated, that he had not yet received any Answeg, 
but on the Ist instant he transmitted a Letter, of which a Translation is en- 
closed, to His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, communicating the result of the 
investigation made by the Naval Department; according to which it appears 
‘‘that there was not the slightest ground for even a remote suspicion that 
the Steam Vessel had on board the Negroes referred to.” 
_ On the 7th instant another Letter was received from the Captain-General, 
in which was inserted the Report of the Auditor of War, respecting that In- 
vestigation, merely recommending that a Statement of the Case should be 
Jaid before His Catholick Majesty, lest intelligence of a different tenour 
should reach him through another channel. : 

Notwithstanding the result of the Investigation undertaken by the Naval 
Department, it is perfectly notorious that the Negroes were brought in the 
‘Steam Vessel, as stated in the foregoing part of this Despatch : several highly 
respectable Foreigners came passengers in her; and though none of them will 
venture to incur general odium, and perhaps some danger, by coming forward 
to give.information upon the Subject, we ae the most undoubted authority 
for assuring you that the fact is as we have related. | 


We have the honour to be, &c. | 

(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, W.S. MACLEAY., 
C. | 


| D4 


HavanNad. 115 


First Enclosure in No. 75. (Translation ) 


The Captain- General to the British Commissary Judge. 


Siz Havannah, June 1, 1826. 


THE Comniandant-General of the Naval Forces on this Station bas transmitted to me, in an~ 
Official Letter, dated yesterday, the Proceedings adopted in consequence of the information which 
you gave me, and which hl immediately communicated to him, respecting the denunciation of the 
Steam Vessel ‘* Neptune’ having introduced into this Port a number of “‘ bozal’’ Negroes, brought 
from the Coast of Africa. 

From the Declarations in the said Proceedings no such fact results, as will be seen by the Ex- 
tract of the Decision upon those Proceedings, which I forward to you; but J transmit the same, 
notwithstanding, under this day's date, to the Auditor of War for bis opinion ; and I state this 
for your information, and will communicate to you the result in due time. 


God preserve, &c. (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 
W. T. Kidbee, Esq. | 


Seren 
First Enclosure (A.) in No. 75. (Translation.) 


Result of the Investigation made by the Naval Department. 


(Extract.) Huvannah, May 13, 1826. 


BY the Declarations received in this Cause, to the number of eleven, from the Master 
and Sailors of the Steam-Vessel ‘* Neptyxe,’’ the Passengers who were conveyed in the same from 
Matanzas to this Port, and the Custom-House Officers who seurched her, it appears that on the 
5th instant they sailed from the former for this Port, with a cargo of produce of the Country, 
none of the said Declarations affording the slightest ground for even a remote suspicion that the 
Steam-Vesse] had on board the Negroes referred to in the Denunciation, arising apparently from 
an involuntary mistake, which has occasioned these Proceedings. | . 

It has likewise been proved, in the most explicit and direct manner, that the said Steam-Vessel 
did not touch at any of the intermediate Ports on the Coast, neither did she communicate with 
any other Vessel, whence the disembarkation, or transfer to another Vessel, of the Slaves might 
be presumed. 

Conceiving, therefore, that the mistaken impression under which the aforesaid Denunciatiun 
was made, is fully proved, and, consequently, no charge whatever resulting against the Master, 
Don Angel Bruzon, or any other Person, [ am of pinion that Bruzon may. be released from the 
arrest under which he has been placed, as well as the other Individuals of the Crew, who have 
likewise been detained, and that they shall be free to exercise their respective employments, since 
nothing has been proved against them that can injure their reputation, in which state of the Case 
I transmit the Proceedings to you that you may adopt the proper measures. 


| (Signed) BARTOLOME MARQUES PACHECO. 
Fhe Commandgnt of the Nuval Forces. 
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Second Enclosure in No. 75. (Transfation.) 


a 


The Captain-General to the British Commissary Judge. 


Six, . | | Havannah, June 7, 1826. 
. THE Aaditer of War bas, under date the 5th instant, made to me the following Report :— - 


© Most Excetrent Sir, 5 


«© On the 6th of May, Mr. H. Kilbee, British @ommissary Judge of the Mixed Commission, 
informed vour Excellency, that he bad been assured that upwards of 100 Negroes had arrived the 
day before in the Steam-Vessel from Matanzas; and, on the same day, your Excellency wrote 
to the Naval Department to proceed to the proper Investigation without delay. ‘This was done; 
and, by the Declarations of the Ciew, and of the Passengers who arrived in the Steam-Vessel, it 
is proved, to conviction, that no such Negroes came in her. | 
' «© As the Royal Order of the 2d of January of this Year commits to your Exeellency alone 
the engnizance ot these Causes, and the proceeding to investigation and punishment, contormably 
to the Laws in force upon the subject, you being consequently responsible for the observance of 
the same, and as the Remonstrance of His Britannick Majesty’s Minis:er against the fraudulent 
importation af Negroes junto thi. Island, gave rise to that Royal Order, and as the informatien 
upon which that Remonstrance was grounded was probably’ given by the British Commissary 


116 | HAVANNAH. 


Judge of the Mixed Commission, Mr. H. Kilbee, the same who communicated to your Excellency 
the fact respecting which this Investigation has taken place, the Auditor is of opinion that it is 
indispensably necessary that a Report be made to His Majesty upon the subject, lest any intel- 
ligence of a contrary tenour should reaeh him, and for, his Sovereign intormation.” 
And having adopted this opinion, I transmit it to you, in continuation of what I stated to you 
upon the same subject in my Note of the Ist instant. 
God preserve, &e. ae 
H. T. Kilbee, Isq. . (Signed) FRAN®. DION, VIVES. 


7% 


No. 76. 
Mis Majesty's Commissionersto Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received July 14.) 


Sir, Havannah June 14, 1826. 
ON the 5th instant, the Spanish Brig “ Pepe,” Don José Gomez, Master, 


well armed, ana with a Crew, as we have heard, of upwards of 80 men, 
sailed for the Coast of Africa. 

The Spanish Schooner ‘ Carlota,” which sailed for that Coast on 20th 
July 1825, arrived here to-day in ballast, and is announced in the Newspapers 
as coming from Bahia de toils los Santos, in Brazil. There can be little 
doubt, however, that she is really from Africa, and that she has landed a Cargo 
of Negrocs, but as there is somewhat more mystery observed with regard to 
these Trangactions now than formerly, we have not been able to learn’ the 
number of the Cargo, or the Place of Disembarkation.- | - 

We purpose taking an early opportunity of calling the attention of the 


Captain-Gencral to this Case. We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) .H.T. KILBEE. 
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, . W.S. MACLEAY. 


&e. Se. = &e. 


No. 77. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, - Foreign Office, Fuly.31, 1826. 


I HAVE received your several Despatches up tothe 14th of June last. | 

I approve of the unceasing watchfulness which you exercise in enquirin 
into, and reporting upon, the Undertakings in African Slave-trade from aaa 
to the Island of Cuba, Undertakings which, I am sorry to observe, from your 
Despatches, are not only as unremitting as ever, but are becoming still more 
undisguised, and continue in most instances unpunished, to the disgrace of the 
Island, and the apparent inefficiency of the Decrees of the Mother Country. 

I enclose, for your information, the Copy of a Despatch which I have felt 
it proper to address, upon this occasion, to His Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid.* 

: Iam, &c. ae 

His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


e 


* See Class B. 


No. 78. 
His Majesty's Commisstoners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Meceived Sept.6.) 


Sir, . 3 Havannah, June 28, 1826. 


; ‘ - 1? , 
WE had the honour of receiving, on the 23d instant, your Despatch of the 
10th of March last,.in which you have been pleased to communicate to us, 


HAVAMNNAH. wy 


that the Additional Articles to the Treaty of 1817, which were signed under. 
the Government of the Cortes of Spain, have received the sanction of His Catho- 
lick Majesty, and have been transmitted to the Authorities i in Cuba. 

These Articles, together with the Declarations signed at Madrid, on the 
2d of February 1824, have lately been communicated by the Captain-Gene- 
ral to the Mixed Commission. 

We have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
The Risht Hon. George Canning, | W.S. MACLEAY. 
&e. ie Cs | 
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No. 79. 
His Afajesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Sept.6.) 


SIR, = Havannah, June 30, 1826. 


WE have the honour to enclose Copies of the Register* of the Slaves Eman- 
cipated by Decrees of the Mixed Commission, since the date of Mr. Kilbee’s 
Despatch of the 17th of December. They belonged to the Spanish Vessels 
“ Magico,” “ Fingal,” and ‘ Orestes,” and amount, in all, to 445. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
&e. &e. &e. W. S. MACLEAY. 


* Magico 175. Fingal 58. Orestes 212. Total 445. 


“No. 80. 
Tis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning .—( Received Sept.6. ) 


Sir, Havannah, July 1, 1826. 


WE have the honour to <oiwaid to you, the Return required by the 75th 
Section, 5 Geo. 4, Cap. 113. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
&e. Ke. &c. W.S. MACLEAY. 
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No. 8t. | 
Eis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Sept.6.) 


Sur, Havannah, July 3, 1826. 


AS we stated in our’ Despatch of the 14th of June, we took an early 
opportunity of calling the attention of the Captain-General to the Case of 
Spanish Schooner “ Carlota,” which sailed for the Coast of Africa in the 
Month of July 1825, and returned in ballast on the 14th Ultimo, being 
announced to have come from Bahia de todos Santos, although no doubt 
existed: that she was really from the Coast of Africa direct, and had landed a 
Cargo of Slaves previously to her entering this Harbour. 

We stated to his Excellency, that this was one of those Cases, of which so 
many had formerly been submitted to his consideration, of Vessels which 
are well known to have come from the Coast of Africa with Negroes, re- 
porting false Places of departure ; we put into his hands the Newspapers in 
which the departure and arrival of the Vessel were announced, and we 
expressed our regret at lind to report this Case to our Government, so 
shortly after the publication of the late Royal Order of His Catholick Majesty, 
issued expressly for the more effectual suppression of the Slave-trade. 

The Captain-General replied, that that Royal Order committed the exa- 
mination of Vessels coming from the Coast of Africa exclusively to the 
Naval Department, from which he had received no Communication what- 
ever respecting the ‘ Carlota ;” and he recommended, that we should address 
a Note to him upon the subject, which he said he would transmit to that 
Department. | 

We accordingly forwarded to him the Note, of which a Copy is enclosed, 
and have received in Answer two Letters, of which Translations are also 
enclosed ; in the first of which his Excellency apprizes us, that he had trans- 
mitted our Note to the Commandant of the Naval Forces; and in the second 
he inserts the Reply of the Latter, stating that the Case should be investigated. 

: We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, W.S. MACLEAY. 


&c. &e. &c. 


First Enclosure in No. 81. 


The British Commissioners to the Captain-General, 


Sir, : Hawannah, June 22, 1896. | 


YN compliance with your EnceHlency’s desire, that we shotild state in writing what we men- 
tioned to you yesterday verbally,.we have the honour to apprize you, that we have observed the 
arrival of the Spanish Schooner ‘‘ Carlota,” in ballast from Bahia de todas los Santos, an-. 
nounced in the ‘* Diario de la Havana,” of the 15th instant, whicli Vessel sailed trom this Port 
for Princes Island, on the Coast of Africa, onthe 20th July 1825, avd we confidently venture to 
assert, that no serious doubt can be entertained, indeed that it is a matter of ndtoriety, that, like’ . 
the numerous other Vessels which have entered this Port under similar circumstances, she bas | 
really come direct from that Coast, and had landed a Cargo of Negroes in some ot the Out-Ports of 
this {sland previously to entering this Harbour. 

It will ‘be most ‘puitful for us to have to report to our Government, this fresh Case of the 
violation.of our Treaty, so soon after the publication of His Catholick Majesty's Royal Order of: 
the 2tef January last, which it was confidently expected, would serve effectually to put a stop to 

the extensive illicit Slave-trade which bas been so long carried on with this Island. 
: We avail ourselves, &c. 
= (Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
Bis Excellency the Captain- General, W. S. MACLEAY. 


120 ; HAVANNAH. 


Second Enclosure in No. 81. (Translation.) 


The Captain-General to the British Commissioners. |. 


G«eNTLEMEN, Havannah, June 23,, 1826. 


TI HAVE written, under this day’ alate, to the Commandant of re Naval Forces on this Station, 
as follows :— 

‘¢ T forward to you the Translation of a Note which Niece H T. Kilbee ‘nd W.S. Macleay, 
have addressed to me, in which they state what they have observed respecting the arrival of the 
Spanish Schooner *‘ Carlata,” in ballast, proceeding fiom Bahia de todos Santos, as announced 
in the Diario of this City of the 15th instant, which ] likewise enclose ; which Vessel sailed from 
this Port for Princes Island, on the Coast of Africa, the 20th of July last Year; with the other 
matters to which those Gentlemen refer; enclosing also the Diario of the 21st of July of last 
Year, in order that, with all these betore you, you may be pleased to direct the investigation of 
the Case, to determine what may be proper in contonnity to the a and Sovereign Orders 
vpon the subject. ig 

And I transmit this to you in reply to your aforesaid Note, 

God preserve you many Years, 


The British Commissioners. (Signed) FRANCS, DIONS. VIVES. 
Third Enclosure in No. 81. (Translation. ) 


The Cuptain- General to the British Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, | Havannah, June 30, 1826. 


THE Commandant of the Naval Forces on this Scation, wiites to me, under date the 28th 
Instant, as foliows :— | 

«© Most Excellent Sir, An enquiry is now making into the circumstances, that may serve to 
shew the nature of the Voyage of the Spanish Schooner « Carlota,” from the departure of the 
same from this Port on the 20th of July last Year, up‘to her return on the }4th instant, tor the 
Purpose of ascertaining whether there be any ground tor suspecting that she bas been engaged in 
the illicit Traftick in Slaves; and until TP sball be enabled to communicate the result to your Ex- - 
cellency, TE stare this in immediate Reply to vour Official Letter of the 23d instant, in which you 
enclose a Translation of that of Messrs. Kilbee and Macleay.” 

And I transmit the above to you, in Reply to your Letter of the 22d instant, as I shall do. what- 
ever else may be communicated to me upon the subject by the said Commandant, 

God preserve, &c, 


The British Commissioners. (Signed) FRANC®. DIONS. VIVES. 


No. 82. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foragn Office, September 11, 1826. 


IN reference to my Despatch to you of the 31st July last, I send to you 
the accompanying Extract of a Despatch, dated the 18th ult.,. which I have 
received from Elis Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid,* on the subject of the Repre- 
‘sentation made by you, as to the evasion of he Order recently promulgated 
by His Catholick Majesty, for the more effectual Suppression of .the nae 
trade in Cuba. 

You will lose no opportunity of eileetan and transinitting to me accurate 
information, and supporting 1t, where you can, by collateral, in the absence of 
any direct Evidence, of any facts whereupon. His Majesty's Gavéerniment might 
feel called upon to found Representations to the Government of Spain, 
as to the non-execution of the ‘Treaty of 1817, and particularly on those 

oints wherein the new Decree of The King of Spain otet appest to a 
illusory in its effect. Iam, Ke. 


Mis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


@ See Class B.- 


ay, 
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Henry 7..Kilbee, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.—( Received October 14.) 
Sir, Hlavannah, July 30, 1836. 


THE state of my health rendering it necessary, as you will perceive by the 
enclosed Certificate, that I should try the effects of a more moderate Climate, 
I beg leave to apprize you of my intention to avail myself of the leave 
of absence for two Months, granted to me in your Letters of the 13th Fe 
bruary 1823, and the 6th February 1824, to proceed to The United States. 

I did not avail myself of this permission at the time it was granted, prin- 
cipally on account of the absence of His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitra< 
tion, conceiving that the Publick Service would be likely to suffer from the. 
absence of both the British Commissioners at the same moment. This 
objection now no longer exists, Mr. Macleay being upon the spot; and 
I purpose, therefore, leaving the Havannah by the -first Vessel which shall 
sail for New York. 

I trust that this short absence from my Post, for the restoration of my 
health, after a constant residence here of seven Years, will not be considered 
as precluding me from availing myself next Year of the perinission to 
return to England, granted by Mr. Secretary Canning, and communicated to 
me in your Letter of the 10th December 1825. ce 

I have the honour to be, &c. 3 


_ Josoph Planta, Jun. Esq. " (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
&&e. &e. &e. : : 


Enclosure in No. 83. 


Medical Certificate. 


1, THE Undersigned, Practitioner of Medicine, do hereby certify, that H. Kilbee, Enq. is 
dabouring under general debility, and obstinate hernia humoualis, occasioned by a long residenee 
ia this Climate ; and] am of opinion that a change of Climate will alone be likely to effect the 
restoration of bis health. 

Huvannah, July 28, 1826. (Signed) WILLIAM D. CLARK, M.D. 


No. 84. | 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning —( Received October 14.) 


(Extract. ) Havannah, September 2, 1826. 


IT is my painful duty to report to you an event, which I fear must tend 
_ to encourage the numerous Persons in this Island, who are engaged in 
the Trafhick of Slavesybeyoud all their former expectations. oe 

On the Forenoon of the 16th ultimo, Captain Jackson, of His Majesty’s 
Sloop “ Pylades,” beiny in company with His Majesty’s Schooner “ Magpie,” 
under his Orders, chased a Vessel into this Port, which now proves to be the 
Spanish Schooner “ Minerva,” a Vessel that His Majesty’s Commissioners 
had the honour of reporting to you in their Despatch of the 16th of April of 
this Year, as having sailed for the Coast of Africa, on the 3d of April last. 

Being convinced that she was a regular Slave-trader, he sent in after her 
an Officer, with Orders to visit her, and then to report her arrival to the 
Captain-General and Commandant of the Naval Forces. Owing to the 
unfortunate circumstance of the two Lieutenants of the ‘ Pyladés” being at 
that moment on the Sick List, Captain Jackson was under the necessity of 
emp'oying for this Service Acting Lieutenant Mr.“Nott, who, on going on 
board the Vessel, found her occupied by a Spanish Officer and Guard. 

Mr. Nott then reported her to the Flag Ship in Port, as a Slave-trader, and 
on requesting permission to search her, was referred to Commodore Laborde, 
then said to be at his House in Town. ; On calling at the Admiralty, he was 
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told to scck the Commodore at the Governor's, and not finding him at the 
Government-House, he reported the arrival of the * Minerva” to some of the 
Officers in attendance on.the Captain-General, when one of them, apparently 
of rank, undertook to go immediately on board the suspicious Vessel, for the 
purpose of making enqniries into the truth of the statement. He would not, 
however, allow Mr. Nott to accompany him. | 

After the Spanish Officer had returned from hts visit to the ‘ Minerva,” 
and had communicated with the Captain-General, he gave Mr. Nott to under- 
stand that His Excellency did not feel himself authorised to submit any 
information respecting her to Captain Jackson, until the Vessel had been 
officially reported to him by Commodore Laborde; Mr. Nott accordingly 
called a second time at the Admiralty, and, strange to say, was then told that — 
the Commodore had gone inte the Country. 

_ Upon Mr. Nott’s return to the “ Pylades,” with intelligence so deeply imph- 
cating the good faith and publick conduct of the Chief Authorities of the 
Island, Captain \fackson ordered Lieutenant Singh in His Majesty's Schooner 
*€ Magpie,” to come into Port for the purpose of gaining farther Intelhgence. — 
By this time it was the general topick ot conversation on the Wharfs, that — 
the “Minerva” had actually upwards of 200 Negroes then on board. I have 
since, however, been given to understand, that in the iaterval-between Mr. 
Nott’s departure for his Ship, and Lieutenant Smith’s arrival in Harbour, two 
Boatfulls of Negroes were landed from the Schooner at Casa Blanca, a Village 
on the side of the Port opposite to the Havannah. » 

However this may be, Lieutenant Smith, on heating the story current 
among the Merchants on the Wharfs, placed Mr. Nott in command of a 
Boat, so as to watch the proceedings of the Schooner, and, between 11 and 12: 
at Nicht, this Officer observed no less than 6 Boats leave her, crowded with 
Negroes, who were finally landed at onc of the most publick Whartfs of the 
Havannah. | 

Lieutenant Sinith, with the most praiseworthy activity, lost no time in ac- 
—quainting both the Captain-General and Commodore of this disgraceful 
occurrence: Captain Jackson the following day came into Harbour, in order — 
to report the whole of the circumstances to His Majesty’s Commissioners ; 
and, in the mean time, Lieutenant Smith, having, by my advice, applied to 
the Commodore for permission to visit the Vessel, and obtaincd an Order for 
that purpose, found every mark of her just having landed a Cargo of Slaves. 

Captain Jackson, on his arrival in Harbour, addressed a Letter to me, a 
Copy of which I have the honour to enclose, detailing the above circum- 
stances, and I immediately transmitted his Letter to the Captain-General, 
stating, at the same time, that the ‘‘ Minerva” was reported in the Havaanah 
Journals of April last as having sailed for the Coast of Africa, and calling upon 
him, in as respectful.a manner as [ could devise, to put the Spanish Laws, 
ahd particularly the Royal Order, it force agamst such audacious Delinquents. 
Anxious, however, tiot personally to displease him, 1 avoided as much as | 
possible dilating on that part of Captain Jackson's Letter which so directly 
affects the resporisibility of the Authorities, and told him, that I was con- 
vinced le would take the proper measures to cause tire Treaty and Royal Or- 
der to be respected; I thoncht it right to say, that, atthough the ** Minerva” | 
had not been broucht before the Mixed Commission as a Seizure uu:ier the 
Treaty, she was obviously subject to the Spanish Laws ; that, in fact, the 
proofs were complete against her, and that it only remained for tis Excellency 
ty put the Laws in execution. : | | 

Previously to delivering my Letter, of which a copy is enclosed, I had 
catled upon his Excellency, in order to ascertain his feelings on the. subject, 
and { learned from him, that, although tre consitered the Mixed Commission 
as having no concern with the affuir, yet tre was glad to have an opportanity 
of informing me, that, in obedience to the late Royal Order, he had submitted 
the whole affair to the Commodore; and, although he could -not belreve 
that the “ Minerva” had landed any Negroes, ‘he had, in consequence of what 
had been stated to him, tssued the most positive directions to the Commissa- 
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rios of the various Barrios or Wards of the City, to arrest any Negroes that 
might have been landed... __ : 3 

About this time, it appears that Captain Jackson thonght proper, of his 
own accord, to address a Letter to his Excellency, requesting permission to — 
search the suspicious Vessel. | | 

The Captain-General, in reply to my Letter, transmitted Copies, herewith 
enclosed, of the Answer he gave to Lieutenant Smith, on being informed by 
that Officer of the disembarkation of the Negroes, and also of the answer he 
made to Captain Jackson, on being asked by him for permission to seize the | 
“© Minerva.” | 

His Excellency then proceeds to state, that the Treaty confines all legal 
detentions to the High Seas, although he must have recollected that one of the 


-. Vessels lately condemned by the Mixed Commission was taken, after having 


~ been run ashore on the Coast of this Island. He likewise says, that he has 
acted, throughout the whole affair, according to the Provisions of the late 
Royal Order; that he considers the assertion of Mr. Nott and the British 
Seamen, as to their having seen the Negroes landed, to be utterly incredible ; 
that, although the “ Minerva” is now reported from Porto Rico, and was for- 
merly reported as haying sailed for the Coast of Africa, there is no necessary 
inconsistency in the two Statements, and, finally, that I may depend on his 
attention to an affair, the cognizance of which concerns himself alone. 

It is worthy of observation, that his Excellency carefully avoids any alla- 
sion to the remarkable facts set forth in Captain Jackson’s Letter to me, of 
the “ Minerva” having been reported to him by Mr. Nott immediately on her 
arrival, and of her having been then visited, not only by a Spanish Officer and 
Guard, but by one of his Excellency’s own Staff. | 

On the receipt of his Excellency’s Letter, of which a Trenslation is en- 
closed, I saw that the scenes of January 1825, with respect to the “‘ Afagico,” 
which Mr. Kilbee has set so fully before His Majesty’s Government, were. 
about to be repeated, with the importent difference, iadeed, that the facts 
here were as notorious as noon-day, and the principal actors Persons in Autho~ 
rity in theIsland. 1 accordingly addreased a cpresentation to the Governor 
on the subject. — ; 

To this Letter, of which a Copy is herewith enclosed, his Excellency has 
replied in a tone which has grieved me much; frst, as at affords hot the 
slightest hope of this Investigation under the Royal Order tending to any 
good ;. and secondly, juasmuch as he shews great dissatisfaction at my inter~ 
feng in the matter at all, and particularly at my blaming the conduct of | 
those Officers who visited the ‘“‘ Minerva” on the 16th. SO | 

His Excellency in this Letter, of which a Translation is enclosed, etill - 
avoids explaining the very extraordinary circamstanees, of 10 measures being 
taken with respect to her on the day of her arrival, although reported to him, 
and visited by Spanish Officers and a Guard. He thinks aba to attribute 
the whole story of the “ Minerva” being a Slave-trader, to idle rumour: he 
denies that the Reports in the “ Diario” and ‘ Noticioso,” with respect to the _ 
arrival and departure of Vessels, are Official, because they are not headed with 
the words * De Officio,” a title which I say, by the way, observe, is only 
used for the Promulgation ot Decrees, &c. .- : 

His Excellency further stetes, in his Letter, that, although he continues to 
consider the assertion of Mr. Nott, and the Seamen of the ‘“ Magpie” to be 
quite incredible, he has, nevertheless, transmitted to the Othice of the Marine 
the proposition I made him, of examining these Witnesses of the disembarca- 
tion, on Oath: he finally denics that he bas approved of that permission 
given by the Commodore to Lieutenant Smith, by which this Officer was able 
to ascertain that the * Minerva” had just landed a Cargo of Slaves, and ob- | 
jects to-this Visit being made a precedent for any similar examination in 
future, | ; ) = < a 

The style in which this Letter is writter,, betrayed such displeasure at my | 
interference, that I judged it right to assure his Exeellency, that [had wot 
exceaded my duty so far.as in my Letter directly te blame. him, elthough he — 
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must feel that it was my office to make a full statement to him of an event, 
in which the responsibility and veracity of British Officers were so much con- 
cerned; and fastly, that [ trusted the harmony which has hitherto existed’ 
between his Excellency andthe British Commissioners, would not be disturbed 
by this unpleasant Affair. | | 

I have the honour to enclose a Copy of this Letter, together with Copies 
of the Letters written to the Captain-General, by Captain Jackson and Lieu- 
tenant Smith, which I have requested from those Gentlemen, in order to make 
the whole Correspondence on the Subject more complete. | 

It is with the greatest sorrow that I have now to acquaint you, that Lieu- 
tenant Smith and all the Crew of His Majesty’s Schooner ‘“ Magpie,” except 
two, perished at Sea, close off the Havannah, on the 27th ultimo, owing to the 
Vessel being upset in a squall; this melancholy accident has been a general 
subject ot conversation for some days past in the City: I was, therefore, not 
a little surprized to receive ‘a Letter to day from the Captain-General, re- 
questing the attendance of Mr. Nott and the two Seamen of the ‘‘ Magpie” to 
give their evidence with respect to the landing of the Negroes ;.I have an- 
swered his Excellency, that Mr. Nott fortunately happens to be now on 
board the ‘ Pylades,” but that he alone survives of the Boat’s Crew, which 
witnessed the disembarcation. | —  . 

Captain Jackson, however, has just informed me, that Captain Wade, the 
Master of the ‘“‘ Mary Braide,” a British Merchant Ship, trading between 
this Port and Liverpool, also witnessed the landing, and has declared his 
readiness to prove the fact on Oath before a Magistrate, as soon as he arrives 
in England. : 

From the various Letters of the Captain. General, and from the manner in 
which the Investigation under the Royal Order has been commenced, and 
is now carried on, I do not, I confess, anticipate otherwise than the acquittal 
of the “ Minerva,” in which case the Havannah will appear to the Slave- 
traders to be at once the safest anc most profitable Port for their Vessels to 
enter; the Government having, I fear, already too plainly shewn, that it 
only considers the Traffick in Slaves to be a crime when the Vessel has 
allowed herself to be captured at Sea by a British Cruizer. | 

I am naturally anxious, with respect to the view that you, Sir, may be 
pleased to take of my own conduct in this affair, but I trust that it will 
appear to you that [ have endeavoured to make the strongest possible re- 
presentation of the circumstances, without losing sight of that respect which 
is due to the Local Government. If I had suppressed any fact from the 
knowledge of the Captain-General, I should be utterly unworthy the Office 
I have the honour to hold, and yet, unfortunately, I could scarccly hope to 
state all the facts to him without giving offence. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, — (Signed) W.S.MACLEAY. 
Se. = =&e. — &&. | | 


First Enclosure in No. 84. 
Captain Jackson to W. S: Macleay, Esq. 


Sir, His Majesty's Sloop ‘* Pylades,” Havannah, August 17, 1826. 
YESTERDAY Morning, in company with His Majesty's Schooner ‘‘ Magpie,” I observed a 


suspicious Vessel off Cabanas, which was chased by us into this Port. 

An Officer was immediately dispatched after her, who wenton board, and found there a Spanish 
Officer with a Guard ; nevertheless his belief was strengthened that she had slaves on board; he 
then went to the Flag Ship in Port, and stated that he believed her tobe from the Coast of Africa, 
and requested permission and assistance to examine her; from thence he was reterred to the Com- 
maniler-in-Chief of the Naval Forces, residing at the Admiralty, where, on calling and stating 
the suspicions he had, he was directed to seek him at the Governor's; not finding him there, he 
submitted the particulars already stated, for the information ‘of the Governor, to several Officers, 
one of whom, apparently of rank, proceeded with bim to the Wharf, with a view of meking - 
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further enquiry; he went on board the suspicious Vessel for that purpose, desiring the Officer to 
meet him at the Governor's, where he should be turnished with every particular that he was 
desirous of. : | 

After the Spanish Officer had landed and communicated with the Governor, he gave him to 
understand, that his Exce'lency did not feel himself authorised to submit any particulars respect- 
ing the Vessel, for the information of t-e Captain of the ‘* Pylades,”” until she had been officially 
reported to him by the Commauaer-in-Chief of the Naval Forces, to whose Department the 
Cuse, as it at present rested, entirely belonged, and recommended him to acquaint the Commo- 
dore of the circumstances, but on calling at the Admiralty Office, it was reported by the 
Officers in waiting, that the Commodore was in the Country. It then drawing towards sun-set,” 
the Officer returned to this Ship. ; 

Upon the receipt of this intelligence, I dispatched Lieutenant Smith, in His Majesty's Schooner 
“* Magpie,” into Havannah, to get every possible additional information in a circumstance sv 
suspicious. He, on going on shore, found a rumour prevalent in the City, that the Vessel in 
question had brought into Port between 200 and 300 Negroes. 

Vhis Officer, in obedience to my Orders, placed a Boat, in which was an Officer belonging to 
this Ship, in such a situation as to observe the motions of the Schooner during the Night. Licu- 
tenant Smith informs me, that between the hours of 1] and 12, the Officer of the Boat observed 
no less than 6 Boats leave the Vessel, with a number of Negri es crowded in the bottom of each, 
who were finally ianded at the Shipping Wharf, near the Church of San Francisco. 

Lieutenant Smith also informs me, that he lost no time in acquainting the Captain-General and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces, of the whole particulars, and that he had permission 
from the Commodore to go on board and examine her, in company with his Aid-de-Camp, when 
he had indubitable proof of her having bad on board, and very recently landed a Cargo of Slaves. 

Thave endeavoured to be exact in relating every circumstance relative to this Vessel, and 
am convinced in my own mind, and perhaps you will agree with me, of the impossibility of a 
Vessel arriving in this Port, hauling into a regular discharging Wharf, and finally disembark - 
ing upwards of 200 Slaves at that hour of the Night, without the knowledge of the Police of this 
City. I, therefore, am of opinion, that the Vessel can be proceeded against by due course ot 
Law, and have to request you will be pleased to adopt such measures as you may see necessary iu 
this Case. And have the honour, &c. &c. 


W.S. Macleay, Esq. (Signed) G. V. JACKSON, Commaniler, 


Second Enclosure in No 84. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. . 


Sir, Havannah, August 18, 1326. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency the Copy of a Letter, dated yesterday, 
which ] have this moment received from Captain Jackson, Commander of His Britannick Ma- 
jesty’s Sloop ‘* Pylades,” and trom which it appears that, on the 16th instant, when in company 
with His Majesty’s Schooner ‘ Magpie,” under bis orders, be chased a Vessel into this Port, 
which now proves to be the Spanish Schooner ‘© Minerva.” 

‘The circumstances under which she escaped from bim were so suspicious, that Captain Jackson 
thought it bis duty to remain off the Harbour, and to dispatch an Officer of his Ship to visit the 
Vessel in Port, and afterwards inform your Excellency, and the Commander in Chiet of the Navat 
Forces on the Station, of her arrival, in order that she might be searched by the proper 
Colonial Authorities, and that she might, if tound guilty of a violation of the Treaty for the 
abolition of illicit Slave-trade, be forthwith brought to condign justice. This Gentleman, on 
visiting her, having failed to yet any intelligence from the Spanish Officer, who appears to have. 
boarded her previous to his approach, proceeded, according to his Instructions, to state the affair 
to your Excellency, when one of the Officers, as he believes, of your Staff, most readily undertook 
to make an immediate Investigation on board, the result of which, however, is not known, 

The British Otficer, moreover, endeavoured to call the attention of the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Naval Forces to the suspicious Vessel, but was not fortunate enough to find bim either on 
board his Flag Ship, or at the House of the Admiralty. ; 

The appearance of the Vessel was, however, so decidedly indicative of ber having been engaged 
in the illicit Traffick of Slaves, that Captain Jackson in the Evening ordered His Majeoty’s 
Schooner ‘* Magpie ’’ to proceed iuto Port in order to obtain furtber intormation. On his arrival 
in ‘Town, Lieutenant Smith, the Conmwander of this Schooner, tound it a matter of publick 
conversation, that the ‘* Minerva’? had, at that very moment, upwards of 20U Negroes on buard, 
‘Governed, however, by his respect for the Flag of His Catholick Majesty, and the high authority 
delegated to your Excellency, and, moreover, considering the Vessel, in consequence of the 
previous information given to you by Captain Jackson, to have been necessarily examined, tay, 
knowing her to be even still semaining under the immediate inspection of the Spanish Olfcers, 
who bad been seen on board, Lieutenant Smith retrained from detaining ber while actually in 
Port, and bringing her as a British Capture before the Mixed Commission. He therefore, con- 
tented himself with strictly observing her proceedings, the consequence of which was, that ata 
very late hour of the same night, an Officer, and two men under his orders, saw 6 Bouts put of 
from the Vessel, and, on approaching them, these Boats were observed to be crowded with Ne- 
grocs, who were at length landed at one of the most publick Wharfs of the Havaunah ; bLaving 
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followed (he Boats closely, the Oficer and men say, (bat they wre sow neady to support this moet 
lnportane fact on oath. 

I have further to remark that, according to Captain Jackson's Letter, it appears that Lieutenant 
Smith, who, by virtue of an Order trom the Commandant of the Naval Forces, bad authority to 
Visit the ‘* Minerva’? yesterday afternoon, found all the peculiar and well-known marks of her 
having been fitted out for the Slave-trade. 1 observe in the Noticioso,” that the Vessel is there 
reported as having now come from Pue:to Rico in ballast; but it appears ‘rom the ‘< Noticioso " 
of the 4th April lasc, that she sailed trom this Pore for Princes Island on the 3d of tbat Montb. 

- In short, I grieve to say, that this Vessel presents a clear and incontestable instauce of the 
solemn ‘Treaty between our respective Governments, being notoriously violated under the very eye 
of the Publick Authorities, and of the late Royal Order of His Catholick Majesty, being completely 
set at defiance, 

_ It has been the invariable usage for the British Commissioners to represent to your Excellency 
every Circunstance appearing to them to be an infraction of the Treaty, previously to performing 
their painful duty of submitting it to the consideration of His Majesty's Government ; this course 
@f proceeding J now follow, but I cannot avoid seizing the opportunity it affords of expressing my 
conviction, that so audacious a violation of the late Royal Order of His Catholick Majesty. and so 
Open an ineult to your Kxcellency’s authority, when thus placed beyond all doubt by the Evidence 
of British Officers, cannot escape the mast minute investigation in the proper Quarter; J am very 
far indeed from presuming to point out the line of conduct which the Government of this Island 
ought to pursue in an affair of this intportance, but I may observe, that, although Captain Jaekson 
has not brought the ‘ Minerva’ betore the Mixed Commission, this Vessel and the Negraes 
arrived in her gre still subject to the provisione of the Royal Order, as well as to anterior Spanish 
Laws ; and the aversion which your Excellency has so lately and humanely declared yourself to 
bear towards this detestable Traffick, when connected with the anxiety which His Catholick 
Majesty has shewn ta extinguish it, make me confident that ere this you have occasioned every 
-uieasure to be adopted that the circumstances so imperiously require, 

T avail myself, &c. 
His Excellency the Captain- General, (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
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Third Enclosure in No. 84. — ¢Translation.) 
The Cuptain-General to Licutenant Smith. 


Sir, | Havannah, August 17, 1826. 


TI HAVE received your Letter of this date, in which you inform me of the disembarkation of 
various Negroes from a Schooner which entered this Port yesterday, when chased by Mis Britan- 
nick Majesty's Ship ‘« Pylades ;° the circumstances of this affair falling properly within the cog- 
nizance of the Commodore on this Station, I have transmitted, this day, your Letter to him that 
he may take measures accordingly, and I have, moreover, given the necessary orders to the Petty 
Justices, that they may make the most secret and active enquiries on the subject of this said 


disembarkation. | God preserve, &c. 
Lieutenunt Spith, Commander of His (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES, 


Britanaich Majesty's Schaouer «* Magpie.” 


~ Fourth Enclosure in No. 84: (Translation.} 


Lhe Captain- General to Captain Jackson. 


Sia, Havannah, August 19, 1826. 
AS soon as J received Lieutenant Smith's Letter, dated J7th instant, informing me af the 
circumstances attending the arrival of the Spanish Schooner, I trausmitted it ta the ommeanudant 
of the Naval Forces, for his inforination, in order that he might take the necessary measures. in. 
conformity with the Royal Order of my August Sovereign, dated 2d January of the present Year, 
The Commodore has since replied, that he is now oceupied with the affair, and, if trom the resule 
of his enquiries, he should find sufficient reason, for proceeding against the said Schooner, he will: 


do it by meaus of the Tribunal of this Captaincy General, to which the aduir exclusively belongs, 
in contormity to the said Royal Order. 


Thus have I answered your Letter of yesterday. God preserve, &e, 


Captain Jackson, Commarder of His Britan« (Signed) “FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES, 
nick Mujesty's Ship ‘* Pyladcs”’ 


Fifth Enclosure in No. 84, (Franstation. ) 
The Captain- General to the British Commissioner of Arhitration.. 


Siz, Havannah, August 19, 1826. 


_ | HAVE now before me your Letter of Yesterday, and also the Copy of the Letter which the 
Commander of His Majesty's Ship “ Pylades,"’ addreased to you, wherein he states, that he gave 
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chase to a Vessel, ‘now proved fo be the ‘* Minerva,” and which entered into this Porf on the 
i6th instant. | 

You relate at length the various circumstances which rendered this Schoover suspicious, and as 
the facts to which you refer were, for the most part, communicated to me on the }/th instant, by 
the Commander of His Majesty’s Schooner '‘ Magpie,”’ I enclose a Copy of my Answer to him, 
fn order that you may be aware of the measure I took; I likewise enclose, for the same reason, 
a Copy of the Reply I gave yesterday on this affair to the Commander of His Britannick 
Majesty’s Ship ‘ Pylades.” 

You inform me that Lieutenant Smith, governed by his respect for His Majesty’s Flag, and for 
the high authority which The King, my Master, has delegated to me, refrained from detaining 
the “Minerva ” while she was in Port, and from bringing ber as a British Capture before the 
Mixed Commission; from this it would appear that Lieutenant Smith might have made himself 
Master of the Vessel, and that he only refrained from pure deference to the motives you mention, 
Neither in the Treaty of 1817, nor in the Royal Order of 10th February last, wherein His Majesty 
directs the observance of the Additional Articles, nor in the Royal Order of the 2d January last, 
is there any door open for such an absurdity on the part of Liewtenant Smith ; on the contrary, 
the conditions under which Vessels may be detained by Ships-of-War, are very clear, that is, the 
detention must always take place on the High Seas, with every attention that is due between 
Friendly and Allied Nations. 

The “* Minerva" being anchored within the Port, under the fire of the Fort and Squadron, and 
in the view of all the Superior Authorities of the Island, it would have been a violation of the 
immunity of His Majesty's Territory, on the part of Lieutenant Smith, to have taken possession 
of her. , | 

My proceedings in the affair have been in exact conformity with the Royal Order of the 2d of 
January last, and the Office of Marine proceeds, as if the Vessel had come from the Coast 
of Africa, to the examination of the Log-book, and the verification of the facts stated by 
the Commanders of His Britannick Majesty's Vessels ‘* Pylades” and ‘‘ Magpie.” J have, more- 
over, issued orders to the Petty Justices to investigate the disensbarkation of Negroes, asserted tu 
have been seen late at Night by three Individuals of the ‘* Magpie,’ and to have taken place on 
the Whart of San Francisco, a thing quite incredible that a contraband of this sort could be intros 
duced into a City so populous, and in which Rounds and Patroles cross each other the whole 
night. . 

Every requisite aid has been afforded to facilitate proofs of the Schooner ‘‘ Minerva,” having 
come frum the Coast of Africa, and among others, leave was given to Lieut. Smith to visit her, 
accompanied by an Officer of the Commodore on this Station; and you inform me, that he foand 
on board all the pecutiar and well known marks of her being frtted out for the importation of 
Slaves. I this day transmit these particrtars to the Commodore, in order that he may enquire 
into the facts, and proceed accordingly ; although I should suppose that the Spanisb Officer 
above-mentioned must have made a report to him of his observations; I also call the 
attention of the Commodore to the observation you make, with respect to the destination 
for which you say the ‘* Minerva’ suited in April hast, and ber arrival from Puerto Rico, 
although I do uot perceive any inconsistency in the two statements, and the trath muet appear 
from the Log-book. . 

You may rest persaaded that Fshall take my measures couformably to the Treaty, its Additional 
Articles, and the Royal Order of the 2d of Jannary hast, and proceed im the investigation and 

nishment, if it should be necessary, of this affair, according to the existing Laws ; it beiny well 
understood that the cognizance of such matters, according to what His Majesty bas heen pleased 
to regulate in the above Royal Order, concerns me alone, as advised by my Assessor, 

| i God preserve, &c. &c, 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration. (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 


Sixth Enclosure in No. 84. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain-General. 


Sik, ’ Havannah, August 2}, 1826, | 


¥ HAVE just hadthe honour of receiving your Excellency’s Letter, dated the 19th instant, 
with tes of two Letiers addressed by you to the Commanders of His Majesty's Vessels 
‘* Pylades”’ and ‘ Mappie,”’ on the subject of the ** Minerva.”’ 

From the manner in which your Excellency has been pleased to discuss certain of the various 
motives of Lieutenant Smith, for net attempting to detain the ‘* Minerva,’ and to bring 
her before the Mixed Commission, | am led to imagine that you suppose that I do not believe 
therm to- have: been perfectly correet, whereas, on the contrary, Iam convinced that the union of 
activiey and moderation shown by this Officer, and his Commander, Captain Jackson, throughout 
the whole affair, aid above all, the very bigh respect which, as was their duty, they have 
botlh manifested.to the Flag and Fort of His Catholick Majesty, and to your Excellency’s Supreme 

Authority, will meet with. the entire approbation of their Government, | ; 
They never coukl have viewed, for a moment, the possibility of detaining the Vessel against the 
_ will.ot your Excelleney, much less did they ever indulge a wish so to do; but they certainly 
reckoned, that when employed in fulfilling the hamang object of so many Laws of His Catholick 
Majesty, they would buve met with every, assistance from the Spanish Officers who visited 
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the ‘* Minerva,” towards the execution of these Laws, and that if the Vessel was not imme- 
diately seized by the Spanish Authorities, they might have been at least allowed to search or de- 
tain her thentselves. | 

My sole object, therefore, for stating the various motives for Lieut. Smith's conduct, was 
to shew that he was not restrained fram detaining this Schooner, hy the least doubt as to her 
having been engaged in illicit Slave-trade, and being, therefore, justly condemnable under the 
Mixed Commission, but by considerations of a wholly different, though paramount nature. 

Your Excellency is aware that, by the Treaty of 1817, in the event of a detention being de- 
clared illegal by the Mixed Commission, the Captor is bound to pay the damages that may have 
been incurred ; yet Lieutenant Smith, and his Commander, Captain Jackson,' were both so con- 
vinced ot her guift, as to be ready so far to tuke all the responsibility on themselves, and only re- 
frained from detaining her on account of the very proper aud valid reasons which I bave already 
had the honour of stating to your Excellency. 

Considering this violation of che Luws to be so flagrant, they may perhaps have culculated 
on your Excellency’s permission to search her, but the respect due to the Flag and Fort of 
His Catholick Majesty would not allow them to anticipate it. 

The 5th Article of the Treaty expressly states, that ‘* whenever a Ship-of-War shall meet 
a Merchant-man liable to be searched, it shall be cone with every a'tention which is due between 
Friendly and Allied Nations.” . 

And it is clear, theretore, that if Captain Jackson, or Lieut. Smith, had your Excellency’s per- 
mission to detain this Vessel, or even if, after her entry, she had been seized by any of the Spanish 
Cruizers now in this Harbour, the circumstance of her having been detained in Port, would not of 
stself have withdrawn her from the jurisdiction of the Mixed Commission, or have rendered ber 
less liable to condemnation under it. 

I am not aware that the Treaty any where limits the detention of Slave-vessels to the High 
Seas; and, consequently, ‘f a detention in Port could have taken place with regard to that reci- 
procal respect and attention which is due between Friendly and Allied Nations, then, in my humble 
opinion, that detention must have been held so far perfectly legal. 

In my last Letter I ventured to express my conviction, that, although the ‘* Minerva’’ has not 
fallen within the province of the Mixed Commission, your Excellency would proceed against her 
under the late Royal Order, and the Royal Cedula of December 1817, and I experience great 
pleasure in observing, that your Excellency is now pleased to confirm that opinion, and thereby to 
prove your anxiety to preserve that excellent understanding which now.so happily exists between 
our respective Nations. | 

Your Excellency apprises me that the Office of Marine proceeds, under the Royal Order, against 
the “« Minerva,” as if she had come from the Coast of Africa, by first examining her | og-Book, 
anil then verifying the various facts recited by the Comruanders of the ‘ Pylades’’ and ‘* Magpie.** 

As to the Vessel having come from the Coast of Africa, it is matter of such publick notoriety 
in the Havannah, as to be beyond all dispute ; but, were it not perfectly notorious, it is proved, 
by the Vessel having been officially reported in the ‘* Diario” and ‘ Noticioso”’ as having sailed for 
Princes Island, by her uot subjecting herself to examination by the ‘* Pylades,”” by her having 
been seen by several competent Witnesses to land Negroes, and by the appearance she presented 
to Lieutenant Smith, of having just landed a cargo of slaves; supposing even that it should turn 
out, that, before she reached the African Shore, she supplied herself with a cargo of slaves trom 
another Vessel, she is not the less guilty, nor the less liable to condemnation. 

As to the verification of the facts stated by the British Officers, } humbly trust, that your Ex- 
cellency will see the absolute necessity of preventing the Tribunal to which the * Minerva” is now 
subjected, trom coming to any decision contrary to the evidence of compctent Witnesses, without 
giving them an opportunity of supporting their assertions by oath, particularly when these Persons, 
in interfering now, can have no possible object beyond their anxious desire for the elucidation of 
truth. I beg leave, therefore, to observe, that, previously to his sailing on his present Cruize, 
I had prepared Captain Jackson, for the possibility of the evidence of the Officer, Mr. Nott, 
and two men being required under the Royal Order ; and that | have authority to state, that his . 
intention is to return into Harbour ina few days, under the expectation of your Excellency deem- 
ing their evidence necessary. 

. Your Excellency expresses great doubt that the slaves could be landed, without detection, in the 
centre of a City so populous as.the Havannah, exposed all night to the watches and rounds of tbe 
Police. To this I have merely to reply, that Mr. Nott and two men are reacy to prove the fact of 
the disembarkation, on oath; and, that it is impossible they should be under any mistake, as they 
followed the Boat so close'as not merely to see the Negroes crowded in the bottom, but even to 
have had a log of wood thrown at them by some Person concernedsin this criminal transaction. 

Indeed Eam quite sure that your Excellency ts not prepared to deny the landing of these slaves ; 
a fact perfectly notorious, and which, I understand, has been even boasted of by those concerned 
in the disembarkation. , . — | 

I must, therefore, with regret, express my entire acquiescence in your Excellency’s remark,—a 
renark indeed already made by Captain Jackson—that this event could wet have taken place with- 
out the knowledge of the City Police ; but, if it most clearly appears tbat a Vessel, with slaves on 
board, may be chased by a British Cruizer into the Port of the Havannah, may be immediately re- 
ported us such to the proper Authoritics, may be visited by Spanish Officers and a guard of Soldiers, 
and all this in open day, without such circumstances leading to her immediate seizure ; it is dif- 
ficult to believe that an inferior Officer, whether Civil or Military, would tbiuk it bis duty to pre- 
vent the disembarkation of the Negroes, knowing them not to have been arrested by day-lizht 
when the tuct of the Vessel’s containing Slaves was matter of publick conversation on the Wharf, 
he would scarcely conceive himself called upor to arrest them under the shade of wight, and 
would, perhaps, even consider, that, in refraining from arresting them, he cowplied with the in- 
centions of some Superior. It appears to me, therefore, that the circumstance of the diseme 
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barkation not being denounced by the City Police, proves nothing but their remissness, which was 
otherwise probable. . 

It is indeed lamentable to think that, although the Evidence against this Vessel be complete, in 
allits parts, and quite incontrovertible. it should rest solely on the Evidence of British Subjects, 
and that, through their energy and activity, it appears but too clear, that a Slave-vessel may arrive 
in open day in the Havannah, and discharge ber Cargo, without being denounced or prevented by 
any Subject of His Catholick Majesty. 

That remissness of duty, nay, absolute connivance at the detestable objects of this Vessel, is 
justly imputable to some one or other of the Individuals who visited the ‘‘ Minerva” in their — 
official capacity, must, 1 fear, be too manifest to both our Governments, on this Affair being re- 
presented to them; and I am certain your Excellency will agree with me, from the triumphant tone 
which the Friends of illicit Slave-trade assume, in speaking of this Event, that if the conduct of 
those whose duty it was to examine the Vessel, passes without remark, they will deem the sate 
disembarkation of these Negroes to have been viewed witb satisfaction by the Government of the 
Island, instead of being a crime which tbe honour of both our Governments requires to be 
punished. 

Ic is in this view of the matter that I may be permitted to express my satisfaction, that your Ex- 
cellency has been pleased to approve of the Order given to Lieutenant Smith by the Commandant 
of the Naval Forces, in virtue of whicn he was able, in company with a Spanish Officer, to ascer- 
tain, for all the purposes of legal proof, according to Captain Jackson's statement, that the 
‘* Minerva’ had just landed a Cargo ot Slaves. 

With reference to my remark, on the difference between the Official Reports in the Noticioso, of 
the destination of this Vessel, when she sailed from this Harbour in April last, and of the Place 
from which she is now said to have arrived, your Excellency is pleased to observe, that there may 
still be no inconsistency in these diferent Statements : of this 1 was perfectly aware, but the prac- 
tice of officially reporting in the Journals false Places of departure of Vessels known to have come 
from the Coast of Africa, is so well known, as already to have been the subject of Communications 
between your Excellency and my Colleague, Mr. Kilbee; and I think that your Excellency will 
perceive that the discrepancy, which now exists, is more unfortunate evidence for the innocence of 
this Vessel, than if she had been reported direct from the Coast of Africa, particularly when, in 
place of arriving in bailast, Negroes were seen to be landed from her; bad she been innocent, 
there would have been no necessity for any equivocation on her part. 

The whole Case, in short, from beginning to end, is so plain, so supported by direct and indi- 

rect evidence, and withall so notorious, that the very attempts of the ‘* Minerva’’ to prove herself 
innocent, only tend more to her Condemnation, and, unless the Treaty, and His Catholick Ma-. 
jesty’s Cedula of 1817, together with the Royal Order of the 2d of January last, be all consi- 
dered as perfectly nugatory, 1 cannot conceive how this Vessel can possibly avoid Condemnation, 
or her Crew escape punishment, As for the Negroes they are legally tree already, by the very 
circumstance of their having been just landed, so that it only remains for the Government to dis- 
cover them, which, as the landing and dispersion of them could nut have taken place without the 
knowledge of the Police, can, of course, be easily effected. 
I regret beyond measure this unfortunate occurrence, but J trust that your Excellency is con- 
vinced that I have studiously endeavoured to represent the whole details to you with the utmost 
deference: indeed, from gratitude for the urbapity which yon have always been pleased to evince 
towards me, in the various Communications I have had the honour of holding with you, I should 
be wanting in duty to myself had it been otherwise; but, above all, I should fail in that deep re- 
spect which 1 owe your Excellency, as the Representative of His Catholick Majesty, and, moreover, 
be ac the most egregious variance with my Official Instractions, did I venture to interfere with an 
investigation, that now, as you justly observe, concerns your Excellency alone, 

Iam, indeed, persuaded that every care will be taken to cause the Treaty and the Royal Order 
to be respected; and, if 1 may at any time have appeared to say more than the Case required, I 
trust you will attribute it, not to any intention to pass presumptuously beyond the strict line of my 
duty, but to a natural anxiety that the details of this affair may be seen by the Authorities of this 
Island in their true light, and, that both our Governments may be convinced not only that justice 
has been done to all Parties, but that those Persons here, whose oflice it is on each side to carry 
the ‘Treaty into execution, have done all that could be expected of them, 


1 avail, &c. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
Seventh Enclosure in No. 84. (Translation.) 


The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of :frbitration. 


Sir, , ITavannah, August 25, 1826,.- 


WHILE I considered your wishes complied with, in the Answer, which, on the 19th instant, 
T returned to your Letter of the previous day, inasmuch as IP then conclusively manitesred my ine 
tention to contorm my measures in the affair of the suspicious Schooner © Maerra? to the Treaty 
of (817, its Additional Articles, and the Royal Order of the 2d of January last, DT have received 
your Letter of the 21st mstant, m which the same details are recapitulated, bat in a nanner that ‘ 
has not a litte surprised me, by the mode in which, quitting your functions as a Jude of the 

lixed Commission, you endeavour to vive them an unrecognized extension, for the purpose of 
blaming those high Authorities of the Island, who are responsible for their conduct only to their 
August Sovereign, | : ; | 
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‘I have constantly endeavoured to preserve the greatest harmony both with you and with Mr. 
‘Kilbee, in the fulfilment of my duty, and of the Sovereign Orders of His Majesty; J have paid the 
greatest deference to the various hints.that the Commissioners of His Britannick Majesty, and the 
-Commanders of his Cruizers, have given to me; and when f confided in the candour of my pro- 
ceedings. I observe, with regret, that my complaisance in receiving their Communications has not 
-been sufficient to prevent our Correspondence in this affair of the ‘* Minerva” from taking a dis- 
. agreeable character, in consequence of the inode in which you express yourself in the Letter I am 
: now about to answer. 
In the second and following paragraphs you repeat the motives of Lieutenant Smith for not 
detaining the ‘* Minerva,” and say, that his respect for His Catholick Majesty's Flag, and my 
‘supreme authority, deserve the approbation of His Britannick Majesty's Government. On this 
head I have nothing to say, further, than that you may rest persuaded that the Treaty and the 
‘Sovereign dispositions of the Oth of February last, by which His Majesty directs the observance 
of the Additional Articles, bear reference only to Cruizers on the High Seas, while the Roval Or- 
der of the 2d of January this Year, refers to the Vessels which arrive from the Coast of Africa in 
this Port, as well as in all others of His Mayjesty’s Possessions. The examination of the Log- 
Book belongs to the Office of the Marine; and if there should be found any motive of suspicion 
that the Vessel has either brought or clandestinely disembarked Negroes, that Office is bound to 
render account thereof immediately to the Captain-General, who is then to proceed according to 
the particular nature of the affair, and to the Laws prevailing on this subject. ‘Lo detain or visit 
a Vessel within the Port, would be to usurp the province of the Resident Authorities, and to attack 
the Independence and Sovereignty of the Spanish Nation. In another paragraph of your Letter, 
you seem to found your belief of the ‘“* Minerva” having arrived from the Coast of Atrica, on the 
sublicity and notoriety of the affair; and you say, even if it bad not been notorious, it is proved 
by the Vessel being announced officially as having sailed for Princes Island by the Diario and 
‘Noticioso, he same observation was made in your former Letter, and, as I said in my An- 
swer, ] transmitted that Letter to the Commandant of the Marine, in order that it might have its 
proper effect in the enquiry that bas taken place, in conformity to the Royal Order of the 2d of 
January last. 

With respect to the publicity and notoriety of the affair, which you allude to and regard as 
proof, itis requisite that When similar rumours are circulated, that he who knows this Country 
well should recollect, that the People here are accustomed to amuse themselves with all sorts of 
talk, fostering their curiosity with the most ridiculous and improbable reports, which spread with 
such velocity as to make it impossible to discover their origin, 

In the Havannah there is no Official Journal, and when the Government makes a communica- 
tion to the Publick, then the Article necessarily bears the heading ‘‘ De Officio,” in order that it 
may be distinguished from the otbers which are the productions either of the Editors, or of 
Private Individuals. If you had attentively read my Correspondence with Mr. Kilbee, you would 
have been convinced of this circumstance, at least so far as not to think that the information 
from the Publick Papers, without this requisite, possesses the character De Officio 

Continuing my deference towards the information you afford me, as likely to elucidate this diss 
agrecable affair, J have trauscribed for the Commandant of the Marine, that passage of your 
Letter wherein you request, that the Declarations may be heard, of the Officer, and two other 
Witnesses, who are ready to prove the fact of the disembarkation of the Negroes ; this I have 
done in order that the said Commandant in the enquiry which is now going on, may avail himself 
of these Declarations, and act according as he may judge proper, since to him alone belongs 
such examination, couformably to the Royal Order of 2d January last. In this parucular I can 

.do no more. . ; 

You next say, that the fact of: the disembarkation of the Negroes is well known in the Havan- 
nah, and that some have even been known to boast of having been employed in this transaction. 
Here, you again depend on the vulgar reports of idle Persons in order to present them as proofs. 
Ata time when the judicial enquiry is going on, prudence dictates that we should wait the con- 
.clusion of the competent Judges, in order to form an exaet and true judgment of the affair, and 
not allow our imaginations to advance an opinion, founded on popular conversation. 

As little does it give room to just suspicion with respect to the Schooner’s guik, that she should 
have, as you say, fled from the English Ships-ot-War, when she perceived them following her, 
because ‘Privateers and Insurgent Ships-of-War, when they chase our Vessels, frequently make 
‘use of the Kuglish and American Flag. 

In my former Letter of the 19th instant, I informed you that my praceedings in this affair had 
been in exact conformity with the above. mentioned Royal Order of 2d January last, and that the 
Office ot Marine proceeds, as if the Vessel liad come from the Coast of Africa, to the examination of 
the Log- Book, and then to the verification of the facts stated by the Commander of His Majesty's 

Ship ‘ Pylades,’" aud of His Schooner ‘‘ Magpie.” In addition I have issued orders to the Petty 
Justices to inquire into the disembarkation of the Negroes, which it is asserted, was seen late at 
night by 3 Individuals of the said Schooner, and which took place near the Wharf of San Fran- 
cisco: «circumstance which I deem incredible, namely, that a contraband of this kind should be 
dutroduced into a populous City, where the Rounds and Patroles cross each other the whole night. 

On this last head, you say that Mr. Nott and 2 men are ready to prove on oath the fact of the 
disembarkation, and J, with the same respect which I bave always paid to your Communications, 
-have given notice of this to the Marine, that they, in consequence, may adopt suitable measures. 

I am very sorry, however, that you should bave been able to deduce from this fact, that it is 
difficult to believe that an inferior Officer, whether Civil or Military, would think it his duty to 
prevent the disembarkation of the Negroes, or, that knowing them not to have been arrested by 
day-light, when the fact of the Vessel’s containing Slaves, was a matter of publick conversation, 
s+he would conceive himself called upon to arrest them under the shades of night, and would not 
jperhaps even consider, that in refraining from arresting them he complied with the intentions af 
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some Superior. From this supposition, which is so. very violent, and at the same time unfounded, 
there results a real inculpation of the Superior Authoriries of this Island, who are now proceeding 
in the matter conformably to the Sovereign Orders, and, as I repeat, who are responsible for their 
conduct to their August Monarch alone. . 

When, in your’Letter of the 18th instant, you informed me that Lieutenant Smith, in virtue of 
an order from the Commodore, bad, in company with a Spanish Officer, passed aboard the 
‘¢ Minerva,” and had there found all the peculiar marks of her being fitted out for the imparta- 
fion of slaves, I answered you, that I should transmit this information to the aforesaid Commo- 
dore, in order that the affair might be cleared up, and that he might take the proper steps there- 
upon, although the Officer who accompanied Lieutenant Smith, ought to have already reported 
to his Chief, whatever had been observed by the British Officer, : 

I considered that complaisance on the part ‘of the Marine as a proof of the frankness and 
respect which we have always observed towards the Commissioners and Officers of His Britannick 
Majesty ; but now that I perceive from your Letter, that you have formed an idea of my having 
approved of the permission given to Lieutenant Smith, to visit the ‘‘ Minerva,” I ought to 
rectify this mistake, that this visit may never be adopted as a precedent ; explaining to you clearly, 
that the Commodore might, in the execution of his functions, through pure urbanity, have com- 
plied with the wishes of Lieutenant Smith ; that he certainly did not ask my approbation of the 
meustire; and that I do not sce, in my Letter, any expression sutiicient to lead you to suppose 
that I approved of it. : 

This is all I have to say in reply to your last Letter, and with this our Correspondence on the 
affair ought to cease; and as in the Regulations for the Mixed Commission, your functions are 
clearly marked out, I hope that hereafter you will confine yourself strictly to them. 

God preserve you, &c. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration. (Signed) | FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 


Eighth Enclosure in No. 84. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain- General. 


SIR, | Havannah, August 26, 1826. 


I OBSERVE with the greatest regret, from your Excellency’s Letter of yesterday, that Iam . 
thought to have exceeded the bounds of my Official Duty, in making my last representation to 
you on the subject of the ‘ Minerva,"’ and to have encroached, as most assuredly was quite con- 
trary to my intention, on that Authority which belongs to the Government of this Island. 

Your Excellency, on a reperusal of my Letter, will, however, as ] hope, perceive that I have not 
forgotten my duty, so far as in that Letter to attribute blame, on my own part, to the Supreme 
Government. My Office certainly does not entitle me to take such a liberty. I have read over 
my Letter carefully, and I find that the passages which have excited your chief displeasure, are 
those wherein I have recorded, as was my duty, the opinions of Captain Jackson, Lieutenant Smith 
and others. J] lament, therefore, exceedingly, that you should be dissatisfied with my remarks on 
the Case of the ‘‘ Minerva,” a subject upon which I perfectly adopt the opinion of your Excel- 
lency, that I am not called upon to address you turther. 

I am confident, however, that, when your Excellency takes into consideration how deeply the 
responsibility, and even veracity of British Officers, have been concerned in this most disagreeable 
affair, you will deem me justified in viewing it as one in which I might have been excused for 
making a more detailed statement to you than usual. 

I cannot conclude without saying, that I well kuow, and shall ever gratefully recollect, your 
constant disposition to cultivate the best personal understanding with Mr Kilbee and myself; and 
_ I further beg to assure your Excellency, that nothing would grieve me more in my private as well 
as publick capacity, than to think that this harmony should for an instant be disturbed. 

1 avail myself, &c. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. (Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 


\ 


Ninth Enclosure in No. 84. 
Captain Jackson to the Captain-Generat. 


Sir, His Britannick Majesty's Ship ‘‘ Pylades,"* Havannah, August 18,1826. 


1 HAVE the honour to inform your. Excellency that, on the 1tth instant, I chased a Schooner 
into this Port, and had very strong suspicion she was engaged in illicit Slave-trade. 
1 consequently sent a Boat, with an Officer to ascertain the truth, upon whose report I deemed 
it necessary to send Lieut, Smith in His Majesty’s Schooner ‘* Magpie’ into this Port, who,, 
tovether with the Officer and his Boats-crew, did make themsclves masters of facts mcontrover- ” 
tible of her having had slaves on board, and landed them after her arrival in this Bort. . 
‘The-vhole of the circumstances I believe your Excellency to be fully acquainted with, first by 
the Officer from this Ship, and secondly, by Licut. Smith’s Official Communication. 
1 bey your Excellency to observe with what unteigned delicacy I have acted throughout this 
extraordinary traasaction, not only in obedience to my Instructions, but from the personal respect 
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J have for the Spanish Flag, particularly in this Port, over which your Excellency so immediately 
resides. | 
Nevertheless, I feel it a duty incumbent on me to demand that Vessel, the ‘‘ Minerva,” at the 
hands of your Excellency, (she at this moment not being in the possession of any Official Autho- 
rity,) that she may be proceeded against by due course of Law, according to the Articles of the 
‘Treaty now existing between their Britannick and Catholick Majesties. 
; Ihave the honour to be, &c. 


His Excellency the Captain-General, (Signed) GEORGE VERNON JACKSON, Commander 


” 


Tenth Enclosure in No. 84. 


Lieutenant Smith to the Captain- General. 


Sir, ' His Britannick Majesty's Schooner ‘* Magpie," Havannah, August 17, 1826. 


AN unpleasant duty falls to my lot, in reporting to your Excellency, that between the hours of 
IL and 12 last Night, 6 or 7 Boats full of Negroes were Janded at the Shipping-Wharf from 
the Schooner chased into this Port yesterday, by His Majesty's Ship ‘* Pylades,’’ of which 
circumstance your Excelleney had due notice by an Officer of that Ship. 

To the above tact, I have the most direct proof, and I must, therefore, request your Excellency 
will be pleased to give such directions as you may think proper for the immediate detention of 


the said Schooner and Negroes. I have the honour to be, dc. 
His Excellency General Vives. - (Signed) EDWARD SMITH, Licut. and Commander. 
Eleventh Enclosure in No. 84. (Translation.) 


The Captain-General to the British Commissioner of Arbitration. 


Sir, _ Havannah, September 2, 1826- 
DON BARTHOLOMEW MARQUES PACHECO, Ayudante de Matriculas, has addressed 


a Letter to me, dated this day, and which is as follows :— 

<© Most Excellent Sir;—In pursuance of the Letter addressed by your Excellency, on the 22d 
ult. to the Commodore, informing him that, among other things stated to you by the British 
Commissioner, Mr. Macleay. he had urged the necessity of examining the bnglish Officer, 
Mr. Nott, and two other British Subjects, on the subject of the Spinish Neiclinnk, Saliuonee 
«* Minerva,’ and as this enquiry has been entrusted to me, by order of the said Commodore, I beg, 
that in the event of those three Individuals being in this Harbour, the necessary measures may be 
taken to cause them to present themselves at this Office on Monday the 4th inst, at 9 in the 
Morning, for the purpose of giving their respective Declarations.”’ 

This I transmit to you, Sir, for the end solicited. 

God preserve you many years. 


The British Commissioner of Arbitration. (Signed) | FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 


‘ 


Twelfth.Enclosure in No. 84. 


The British Commissioner of Arhitration to the Captain- General. 


Sti: . Havannah, September 2, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Letter, dated this day, 
and in answer have to acquaint you, that Mr. Nott, who fortunately happens to be now on board 
the “ Pylades,” will be ready at the Commandancia de Matriculas, to give his evidence gn the sub- 

. dect of the Minerva,” on Monday the 4th inst. at 9 o’Clock, A M. 

Your Excellency is aware that the two Sailors, who, with Mr. Nott, witnessed the disembark. 
ation of the Negroes from the ° Minerva,” belonged to His Majesty’s Schooner ‘* Magpie,” of 
which the melancholy fate has been known for several days, and is so much to be deplored. 


I avail myself, &c. 
His Excellency the Captain - General. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY, 


RT 
No. 85. | 


The British Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Oct.17.) 


SIR, 7 Havannah, July 12, 1826. 
IN reference to your Despatch of the 23d of February last, directing us to 
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make enquiries into the truth of a statement respecting the re-capture, by a 
Spanish Brig, of 2 Prizes which had been taken by a British Cruizer on the 
Coast of Africa; we reoret to have to inform you, that, notwithstanding our 
utmost endeavours, we have not becn able to obtain any information upon the 
subject. If the Brig had arrived at this Port, we might probably have suc- 
ceeded in getting verbal information respecting her proceedings; but as the 
transaction is connected with the Port of Cuba alone, written Communications 
would be indispensable; and it is scarcely necessary to state, that there is no 
Individual in this Island, whatever may be his principles, whom we could 
induce to commit himself so far as to undertake a written Correspondence for 
the purpose of investigating a Case of illicit Slave-trade. 

We have not addressed the Captain-General upon the subject, because we 
do not consider that we are authorized to do so by your Instructions ; besides 
such a step would be attended with no advantage whatever, as his Excellency: 
would, undoubtedly, refer our application for information to the Governor of 
Cuba, who would of course return the same answer which he gave to Sir 
Lawrence Halsted. ‘We have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, - W.S. MACLEAY. > 


&c. &e. &c. | a 


| No. 86. | 
The British Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 17.) 


SIR, | Havannah, August 9, 1826. 


SINCE the date of our Despatch of the 14th of June, 2 Spanish Vessels 
have arrived here which had previously landed Cargoes of Negroes, viz: the 
| Brigantine “ Maria Isabel,” and the Schooner ‘‘ Santo Cristo de la Salud,” 
alias “ La Dichosa.” . 

As soon as we had reason to believe that these Vessels had certainly been 
engaged in the Slave-trade, we addressed a Note to the Captain-General, of 
which a Copy is enclosed, calling his attention to these Cases, and expressing 
our intention of reporting them to His Majesty’s Government. His Excel- 
lency, in his Reply, a Translation of which is also enclosed, merely states, that 
he had referred our Note to the Naval Department. 

Both the above-mentioned Vessels, we understand, were fitted out at 
Cadiz. | 

The Spanish Schooners “ Montanesa” and “ Amelia,” have lately sailed 
for Princes Island, on the Coast of Africa. 

, We have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE. 

&e. Sc. &e. W.S. MACLEAY. . 


First Enclosure in No. 86. 
The British Commissioners to the Captain- General. 


Sir, | Havannah, July 22, 1826. 


SINCE we last had the honour of addressing your Excellency, we have observed the arrival of 
2 Spanish Vessels, announced in the Newspapers to be in ballast from St. Thomas, which it is 
well known had previously landed Cargoes of Negroes on the Coast of this Island. Their names 
are the * Maria Isabel,” a Brigantine, and the ‘* Santo Cristo de la Salud,” alias ‘‘ La Dichosa,” 
a Schooner. ‘The latter was boarded a few days ago by a British Cruizer, but was not detained, 
as the Commanding Officer did not consider that he could produce legal proof of her having jus 
Janded a Cargo of Slaves, although he was perfectly convinced of the fact. 
We feel it to be our duty to report these Cases to our Government, of which we have the honour , 
to apprize your Excellency. We avail ourselves, &c. 
ane _ (Signed) | H. T. KILBEE.: > 
_W. S. MACLEAY. 


* 


His Excellency the Captain- General, 
2M 
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Second Enclosure in No. 86. {Translation.) 
The Captain-General to the British Commissioners. 
GENTLEMEN, Havannah, July 24, 1826. 


ALTHOUGH tke 2 Spanish Vessels that you announce to me in your Letter of the 22d instant, 
‘have in fact arrived from the Island of St. Thomas, which does nut belong to Africa, the only Case 
in which they could be subject to the provisions of the Royal Order of the 2d of January last, and 
although one of these Vessels, when visited by a British Cruizer a few days since, was not detained 
by the Conimanding Officer for want of the legal proof that she lad disembarked a Cargo of Slaves, 
1 have, nevertheless, transmitted your Letter to the Officer commanding the Naval Forces on this 
Station, in order that he may take such measures as may be necessary ; persuaded, as 1 am, that 
you are convinced of my aversion to so detestable a Traffick. As soon as it may be in my power I 
shall take an opportunity of communicating to you the result. 

God preserve you many years. 


The British Commissioners. (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES. 


| No. 87. 
W.S. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 17.) 


Sir, oe Havannah, September 3, 1826, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge, on the part of His Majesty’s Com~ 


missioners, the receipt of your Despatch of the 6th of May, transmitting 4 
Copies of the Papers, marked A. and %., relative to the Slave-trade, which 
were latd before Parliament in the course of the present Year. © | 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
Zhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 
&e. &c. &e. | | | 


- ¢ 


No. 88. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received Oct. 17.) 


SIR, Havannah, September 4, 1826. 


- IT HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that Captain Jackson, of His Ma 
qesty’s Sloop “* Pylades,” having received private intelligence that some of the 
Negroes landed in the Havannah from the Schooner “ AZinerva,” on the 16th 
ult. were to be clancestinely conveyed to Matanzas in ‘the Steam-vessel 


“© Mexicano,” which passes daily between the two Ports, lay in waii for her, 


and on the 2ist ult. brought her back to the Havannah as a legal detention 
under the Mixed Commission, for having violated Article VII. of the Iastruc- 
tions annexed to the Treaty of 1817. | 

As the detention was clearly legal, I gave it as my decided opinion, that the 
“* Mexicano” ought to be condemned, according to the terms of the 3d Article 
of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission. | 

My two Spanish Colleagues also came to the conclusion that the detention 
was legal, but singularly enough decided, that this detention ought to produce 
no penal consequences, and, therefore, adjudged the Vessel to be liberated, 
which has accordingly been done. | 

As this detention of a Passage-vessel for conveying Slaves along the Coast — 
without a Passport, is the first Case of the kind, and involves in it some very 
important considerations; I regret, that the exceedingly short stay of His 
Majesty’s Ship “ Dartmouth” puts it out of my power at present to make a 
detailed Statement of the Affair, and to send you an Abstract of the Proceed- 
ings of the Mixed Commission, with the opinions of the Commissioners. 
These several Documents I shall not fail to transmit to you by the very first 


ps ag that may occur. I have the honour to be, &e. 
"he Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) W.S. MACLEAY. 


Se. = &e. &e. 
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No. 89. 
WW. S. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Nov. 6.) 


(Extract.) | flavannah, September 11, 1826. 


IN my last Despatch {I endeavoured to give you a brief outline of the 
affair of the ‘* Mexicano” Stcam-boat, but the very limited stay of [Tis Ma- 
jesty’s Ship “ Dartmouth” in this Harbour, and the state of the hed of our 
Secretary, Don Rafael Gonzalez, did not enable me, by that opvortunity, 
to lay the whole of the details before you. 

I had the honour of stating to you, that during the time that Captain 
Jackson, of His Majesty’s Shin “ Pylades,” remained in Harbour, for the pur- 
pose of investigating the very remarkable Case oi the Slave-vessel “ Minerva,” 
he received private intelligence that 20 of ber Negroes were to be clandes- 
tinely removed from the Havannah to Matanzas, in tne “ Mexicano” Steam- 
boat. He accordingly resolved to watch this Vessel, and on tue 20th ult, 
almost as soon as she had pui to Sea, he detained her when between the Moro 
and Coxemar. Having found, on searching her, that she had 20 Negroes on 
board, without a Government Passport for the purpose, he broaginié ter back 
into this Harbour the following day, as subject to condemnation under the 
Mixed Commission, for having violated the 7th Article of the Instructions 
annexed to ihe Treaty. | 

{ enclose, herewith, a Copy of Captain Jackson’; Letter to the Mixed 
Commission, dated the 22d ult., from which, as well as froin nis Affidavit, also 
enclosed, ic will clearly appear, that these 20 Negrocs were bozals, and of 
~ recent lmnportation. 

n receiving Captain Jackson's Report [ immediatcly summoned a Court 
of the Mixed Commission, but unfortunately his Excellency the Intendant 
being very unwell with a fever, we were obliged to postpone the meeiing until 
next day, when, although still exceedingly indisposed, his xcelleney, rather 
than retard the publick business, proposed to have tue Court beld at ois private 
house. I mention tis circumstance, because it is onc among many proofs 
which my Colleagues, the Spanisn Commissioners, have give: me, of their 
desire to obviate difficuliies, and to expedite the business of this Commission. 

In Mr. Kiltbee’s Despatch of the 31st of July 1824, he has stated ta you 
that this Mixed Commission, in their construction of the 13th Article of the 
Regulations annexed to the Treaty, decided, on the 22d July preceding, that 
- an the event of the absence of any of the Foreign Meinbers, whose places 
could not be supplied ad interim, the remaining Individuals of the Commis- 
sion should sit together as independent Judges. In pursuance of this deci- 
sion, the Mixed Commission, on the Morning of tke 23d ult., consisted of 
his Excellency the Intendant, Don Rafael de Quesada, and myself. 
~The Court was at first principally employed in hearing the Evideace, of 
which fT have the honour to transmit, herewith, aa Abstract, and in perusing 
-a number of Afhdavits and Memorials transinitted to us by the Cantain-Ge- 
meral, on the part of the Owner of the Sieam-boac, the Owner of the Slaves, 
and the various Passengers or Persons wio had goods oa board the Vessel at 
the peried of her detention. 

Messrs Acosta and Rollo, Don Bernardo Collozo, Don Juan Galup, and 
Don Joze Obando, severally transmitted Memorials and Protests, through the 
Captain-General, to the Mixed Commission, requesting that, as tney had been 
m no way coacerned with the cause of her deteation, the provisions and 
other goods they had on board the “ Mexicano” mighi be restored to them. 

The Conde de Saa Fernando de Penalver likewise transmitted, through the 
Captain-General, a Memorial and series of Affidavits, which be had procured 
from his Estaic in the Country, to shew that the 20 Negroes who were the 
cause of the ‘““ Mexicano’s” detention, had been Its property cver since the 
Month of January last, that they had resided from that time on his Estate near 
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Guanabacoa, and finally, that they were, at the period of their detention, on 
their way to his other Estate at Matanzas under the special cafe of his Attor- 
ney, Don Francisco Dias Bustamante. 
{ erieve, however, to be obliged to state, that, notwithstanding the Evidence 
and these Athdavits, I entertain little or no doubt as to these 20 Negrues 
having formed part of the Cargo of the “ Minerva.” The nature of the com- 
plaints under which they labour, which are well known to be the ordinary 
results of close confinement during the voyage from Africa, their total igno- 
‘rance of the Spanish language, and excessive alarm at the presence of any 
White Person, render it almost incredible that they should have been in this 
Island ever since January last ; even if the Person upon whose private infor- 
mation Captain Jackson made the seizure did not positively state them to be 
part of the Cargo of the “ Minerva.” Unfortunately, however, such is the 
system of terror pursued here with respect to the Slave-trade, that this Inform- 
ant dared not give his testimony in Court, and, consequently, all the Evidence 
produced went to show, that the Conde de San Fernando had possessed these 
Negroes ever since January last, a period which I cannot help thinking has 
only been chosen in order to relieve the Owner from the consequences of the 
late Royal Order issued in that Month. 
The Persons examined before the Commission were, the Captor, the Master 
of the detained Vessel, the Engineer, the Mate, and Don Francisco Dias 
Bustamante, who was on board in charge of the Negroes, as Steward or At- 
torney of the Conde de San Fernando. | 
Throughout the whole of these Examinations I owe it to my Colleagues to 
say, that they objected to only one question that'I put to theWitnesscs, namely, 
as to whether theWitness knew that these 20 Slaves had formed part of the Cargo 
of the ** Minerva.” The Spanish Commissioners stated, that if I thought the 
answer to this question could in any way influence my ultimate decision on 
the validity of the detention, and its consequences, they would not object to it, 
but that .as no mention had been made of the ** Minerva” in the course of the 
proceedings, except by myself, they must object to questions being put that had 
reference, as they thought, to matters quite foreign from those before the 
Court. I stated, in answer, that although I was aware that the above ques- 
tion might not tend to affect my decision in this Case, because this decision, 
to all appearance, would depend on considerations quite different; yet that 
I could not consent to the question being overruled, because such a proceed- 
ing might, in a Mixed Commission like this, where one of the British Commis- 
sioncrs was likely to be often absent, be a precedent injurious to the ordinary 
principles of Legal Evidence, which ought to be perfectly free. The question 
was accordingly put to the Witness, but as I saw, that if even the Evidence 
could establish the fact of these slaves having belonged to the “ Minerva,” of 
which there was not the shadow of hope, this circumstance could not affect 
my decision, as founded on the letter and spirit of the Treaty, I consented to 
close the Case, and to enter upon the discussion of the final Sentence. | 
From the opinion which I laid before the Court, and wherein I have en- 
deavoured to answer every argument adduced by my Colleagues for the libe- 
-ration of the Vessel, you will perceive that the fact upon which the detention 
was grounded, and by which its legality must be judged, namely, the want of 
a Government Passport, has never been disputed. In consequence of this I 
urged the necessity of her condemnation, according to the 3d Article of the 
Regulations, but the Spanish Commissioners, although they justified the 
detentiun, and even held it to be legal, so far as Captain Jackson was con- 
cerned, conceived that it ought to have no penal consequences, for the following 
chief reasons: First, because, although there is an ambiguity in the wording 
of the 7th Article of the Instructions, this Article, in their opinion, can only 
allude to the transportation of Slaves from one different Government to 
another, and not from one part of the same Island to another ; and, secondly, 
because the Captain-General, acting upon this interpretation of the Article, 
' has never been in the practice of granting Passports to Vessels carrying Slaves 
along the Coast. . : 


oe 
LO) 


HavANNAg. 137 


In order to prove the accuracy of this latter assertion, the Spanish Com- 
missioners proposed, that a Letter should be written by the Members of the 
Mixed Commission, jointly, to the Captain-General, requesting to know from 
him the usual! practice observed with respect to the transport of Slaves by Sea 
trom one Port of the Island to another. To this proposition U agreed, making 
my Colleagues at the same time understand, that his Excellency’s Answer, so 
far as I was concerned, could not affect the Sentence of the Court, inasmuch 
as the fact of a violation of the 7th Article of the Instructions being once 
proved, condemnation of the Vessel ought to follow as a necessary con- 
sequence. : 

_ I have the honour to transmit Translations, herewith, of the Letter to the 
Captain-General, and of his Excellency’s Reply. 

My Answers to the above-mentioned Arguments of my Colleagues will be 
found at length in the Opinion laid by me beture the Court, and of which I 
jikewise send a Copy. | 

It has appeared to me that this Article 7 of the Instructions has little or 
no connexion with the rest of the Treaty or its Appendages, and conse- 
quently, although by Article 3 of the Regulations for the Mixed Com- 
mission, they are directed to condemn the Vessel. in all Cases of legal 
detention, there is no explicit provision in the Treaty for the subsequent - 
disposal of the Coasting Vessels so condemned, for the disposal of the Cargo 
they may have had on board, or for that of the Slaves who may have been 
the cause of the detention. The 7th Article of the Regulations, which autho- 
rizes the sale of condemned Vessels for the profit of the two Governments, 
and also the Confiscation of their Cargoes, and the Emancipation of the 
Slaves who may have been on board as objects of Commerce, seems to me to 
relate only to regular Slave-vessels coming from the Coast of Africa. I there- 
fore found it necessary, according to my understanding of the Treaty, to 
‘decide that the ‘“* Mexicano” should be condemned, and await the future 
disposal of the two Governments, and that the Cargu on board, as well as the 
Slaves, should be returned to their respective Proprietors. In this view of the 
subject I signed the Sentence, restoring the Cargo and Slaves to such Pro- 
prietors ; but dissented from the decision of my Colleagues as to the liberation 
of the Steam-Vessel. Of this Sentence I beg to enclose a ‘Translation. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) W. 8. MACLEAY. 
&e. &e. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 89. 
Captain Jackson to the Mixed Commission. — 


GENTLEMEN, | H. B. M's. Ship “* Pylades,”’ Havannah, September 22, 1826. 


1 BEG to acquaint you that previous to my sailing on the 20th instant, I bad information that 
the Steam-vessel ‘* Mezicano,’”’ trom Havannah to Matanzas, had slaves on bourd, and as soon as 
4t was practicable, 1 boarded her outside of this Harbour, 

The Master denied having any on board, and refused to admit the Officer to search ; however, 
1 sent a party of Marines to show that opposition would be unavailing, and the result was, 20 
Negroes were found secret: d below, apparently of very recent importaiion, they baving on new 
clotbes, their beads shaved, and the Surgeon reports some of them to be in a very deplorable 
condition. 

I sent on boar’, the Treaty concluded between Their Britannick and Catholick Majesties, dated 
23d Septeinber 1817, and pointed out, that I detained her from a belief of his having acted in 
direct violation ot Article 7 of the said Treaty, and assured him if he could produce any Authority 
for the transportation of the sluves, that I would immediately withdraw the Officer and Men trom 
the Vessel. 7 

He tailed to do so, and only presented a Licence to sail his Vessel between Havannah and Ma- 
tanzas, and declared he had no other Papers; I therefore felt I was but performing my duty in 
bringing ber into Havannab for Adjudication betore the Honourable the Commissioners of the 
- Mixed Coort. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) | G. V. JACKSON, Commander. 
The Members of the Mixed Commission. 
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Second Enclosure in No. 89. 
Affidavit of the Captor. 


I GEORGE VERNON JACKSON, Commander of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship “ Pytades,”” 
‘hereby declare, that, on this 20th dav of August, being near the Havannah, I detained the Steam: 
vessel, named the ‘* Mericano,”’ sailing under Spanish Colours, armed with 2 guns, 9-pounders, 
commanded by Don Joze Lopez,.who declared her to be buund from Havannah to Matanzas, with 
a Crew, consisting of 22 Men, and 53 Passengers, whose names, as declared by thei respectively, 
are inserted in a List at the foot hereof, and having on board 20 slaves, said to have beén taken 
board at Havaonab, on the 19th or 2Uth of August, and are enumerated as follows, viz.:— | 


Healthy. 


Men- -. 


Women 


Boys - 


Girls - - 


¥ do further declare, that the said Steam-vessel appeared to be seaworthy, and was supplied 
with a sufficient stock of water and provisions for the support of the said Negroes and Crew, 
-on their destined voyage to Matanzas. 

I do further declare, that the Master denied having any Slaves on board, and that he preventeda 
search being made for them, which obliged me to send greater force, when the said 20 Negroes 
ewere found secreted below, under a quantity of furniture, wood, &c. thereby convincing me that he 


was not ignorant of the illegality of his proceeding. 
The Slaves appeared to be of very recent importation, they having on new clothes, their heads 


shaved, and many of them being in a deplorable condition. 
(Signed) GEO. V. JACKSON, Commander. 


‘Witnesses, (Signed) Pua. Hoste, Senior Lieutenant. 
| A. D. Witson, Surgeon. 


[Here follows the List of Passengers. ] 


Third Enclosure in No. 89. 
Abstract of the Evidence in the Case of the *‘ Mexicano” Steam Vessel. 


IN addition to the Evidence of Captain George Vernon Jackson, as set forth at length in his A ffida- 
vit, Don Joze Maria Lopez deposed, that he is a Native of Ferrol, aged 35 Years, and the Master of 
the Steam-boat ‘‘ Mexicano;"’ that in this capacity he lett the Port of Havannah, on the 2(0sh 
instant, in order to proceed to Matanzas, to and from which Place he. is in the habit of going 
and returning weekly with ‘Passengers and goods; that he was detained at the Mouth of the 
Harbour, about the distance of a musket-shot from the Morro, by 4 Boats of an English Sloop- 
of-War for the purpose of examining his Ship, and that the English separated from the different 
Negroes then on board about 19 or 20, on account, as the Deponent understood, of their being 
suspicious, and that in consequence of this he was obliged to return with the said Steam-boat 
into Port ; that there were several slaves on board besides the above-mentioned 19 or 20, and the 
2 who were employed in the Navigation of the Steam-Boat, but that he, the Deponent, cannot 
state the exact number because, having been detained at the Mouth of the Harbour, he bad not 
time to form that List of the Passengers which is usually made out during the voyage; that the — 
19 or 20 slaves set aside by the English had no Passport from the Government ; that he, the 
Deponent, has never required any Government Pass; ort tor Slaves, but only a Written Permission 
from their Owners, when these did not accompany them on board, the presence of the Master 
having always been deemed a sufficient authority for the transport of his slaves; that the Person 
wha presented himself with these 19 or 20 Negroes was Don Francisco Dias Bustamante, as - 
Attorney or Agent of the Conde de San Fernando, their Master; that he, the Deponent, never -- 
could have denied to the Captors that there were Negroes on board, because may People of 
Colour were to be seen ou deck at the time of the Steam-boat being boarded; that with respect -- 
to the 19 or2' Negro s being concealed, he only knows that this was wot done by the Deponent, - 
or by his order, and that he is certain that part of the said Negrves, like the rest of the Passengers, 
were at times on deck, and part below in the forecastle ; that as some of them were diseased, or 
Sea-sick, it is not unlikely that such may have remained under cover below; that he knows not | 
whether the above mentioned 19 or 20 Negroes were bozules or not, because he had not time to 
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ascertain the: fact, nor thought it neeessaty to make the enquiry; that at the period of being 
boarded, the People of Colour, both above and below, were in perfectly tree communication with 
each other; that beside the Passengers, the Steam-Boat had on board the luggage of the said 
Passengers, a quantity of tasajo, and other provisions for Matanzas, as well as various merchandize ; 
that the Qwner of the Steani-boat is Don Antonio Bruzon, an Inhabitant of this City, who has 
appointed the: Deponent to be Master, with asalary; that he, the Deponent, has been 2 or 3 


Years in that capacity; that the Vessel was armed at the time of her detention with 2 guns and. 


some swords for the purpose of defending herself against Pirates; that he has neither destroyed, 
concealed, or kept back any Paper; that he gave no other Paper to the British Officer than his 
Licence for sailing between Havannah and Matanzas ; that he, the Deponent, knows not whether 
the Owner of the Steam-bvat knew the circumstance of the 19 or 20 Negroes being on board; that 
never since the Deponent has commanded the Steam-boat, has he been accustomed to ask a 
Passport for slaves, it being sufficient for him that their Master, or his Agent, accompanied them, 
or that they had from these Persons a Written Permission. 


JOHN GILLESPIE deposed, that he is a Scotchman, and unmarried ; that he was the Engineer on’ 
board the Steam-boat “‘ Mexicano,” on her last voyage to Matanzas ; that this Vessel lett the Havan- 
nah on the 20th instant, and was detained by the Boats of an English Sloop about half a league 
from the Morro, and bronght back into Port; that, as at the time of the detention, he was 
employed at the Steam Engine, the Deponent knew not what occasioned the Vessel being detained 
vor what the Captors did on board; that there were Negroes on board, but that he does not 
know whether they were bozales ; that all the Deponent’s attention was given to the Enyine, and 
that, consequently, he knew nothing beyond what he had stated. | 


DON JAYME ESCANDELL deposed, that he was Mate of the Steam-Boat ‘‘ Mexicano,” 
et the period of her last voyage to the Matanzas; that she sailed trom the Havannab on the 
20th instant, at 60’Clock in the Morning, according’to custom; tbat the said Vessel was boarded 
and detained by 3 boats otf the English Sloop-of-War ‘‘ Pylades,’’ at about the distance of a 
cannon-shot from the Morro; that the Officer commanding these Boats came on board for the 
purpose, as this Deponent learned from certain of the Passengers, who understood English, of 
examining the said Steam-boat, and of ascertaining whether there were slaves on board; that in 
fact the said Officer searched the whole Vessel, and separated from the rest about 19 or 20 
Negroes; that this Deponent cannot state the exact number, he having at the time been 
otherwise employed ; that he is ignorant whether the English Officer asked for any Passport ; 
that the said Negroes carried no Passport with them; that it is not the custom for slaves to get 
Government Passports for the voyage from Havannih to Matanzas, a written Order from the 
Owners being sufficient when these do not accompany them; that he, the Deponent, knows nat 
who is the Master of these Negroes in question; that he knows not the names or the number of 
Passengers on board, because the list ot them is made out, not at the time of their going on 
board, but during the voyage; that he knows no Person that is a Proprietor, or has any interest 
in this Vessel except Don Antonio Bruzon; that the Captain of the Steam-Vessel did not refuse 
eitherto deliver up his Papers to the English Officer, to allow him to search the Vessel, or toshew him 
the Negroeson board; that ueither at the period of boarding, norafterwards, did the Deponent see any 
Person present himselt to the English Officer, as the Owner of these 20 Negroes, or as the Person 
having charge of them ; that he did not see these Negroes either conceal themselves, norany Person 
conceal them; that these Negroes were in the forecastle like all the other People of Colour, 
that some of them were on deck and others below ; that he, this Deponent, knows not how these 
Negroes may have been disposed of at the time the Vessel was boarded by the English ; that the 
English Officer experienced neither difficulty or delay in informing himself as to the Negroes on 
board ; that the Deponent does not believe these Negroes to bave been bozales, although he 
cannot be positive on the subject ; that the Deponent knows not that any of the slaves on board 
the Steam-boat formed part of the cargo of the ‘* Minerva,” respecting which Vessel he knows 
‘notbing ; that he was appointed Mate by Don Antonio Bruzon, about 10 Months ago; ‘that the 
Master is Don Joze Lopez, whom the Deponent found acting in that capacity when he first 
entered into the service, and that the Steam-bout is armed with 2 guns, 19 muskets, and some 
small arms. ; 


DON FRANCISCO DIAS BUSTAMANTE deposed, that he is a Native of Santander, and 
now an Inhabitane of this City; that he is unmarried and a dependent on the House of the 
‘Conde de San Fernando; that on Sunday the 20th instant, be proceeded in the Steam-boat 
<** Mexicano”’ for Matanzas, taking with bim 20 slaves of the aforesaid Conde, to plaee them on an 
Estate of his in the above vicinity; that the Steam-boat was boarded by the Bouts of an English 
Sloop of War, whose Commander having insisted on examining her, and fallen in with the above- 
mentioned Negroes, detained the said Steam-boat, and brought her back into Harbour; that the 
said slaves had no Passport from the Government, it not being the custom to require any such Pass- 
port for removing slaves from one Estate to another, even although by Sea; that the Nep,roes were 
go the forecastle when the English Officer came on board, and the Deponent was on the poop, by 
reason of wh ch he knows not whether all or some of the slaves may not at that time have been below 
and under cover; that he knows not from whem the Conde de San Fernando bought the said Ne 
grees, but that he recollects that they were placed by Lim so long ago as the Mouth ot January 
Jasc, on the Estate of Jesus Maria, situated in the District of San Geronimo, -and Jurisdiction of 
Guanabacoa; that they were placed there for the purpose of being taken care of until further or- 
ders, as is affirmed by various Affidavits in the Statement produced before the Commission, in the 
mame of the said Conde; that he, the Deponent, knows not if they can speak any Spanish, 
because they were not under his immediate care on the Estate; that he is ignorant whether they 
are Christiaus or have been baptized; that he knows that some of them are at this moment 
afflicted with an inflammation of the eyes, | 
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Fourth Enclosure in No. 89. _-— (Translation.) 
Affidavits respecting the Negroes found on board the “‘ Mexicano.” 


IN the District of San Jeronimo de Penalver, Jurisdiction of Guanabacoa, on the 23d of Au- 
gust 1826, before me, Don Justo Lopez, Knight of the Royal and Military Order of San Er- 
menegilda, Captain of Jufantry, attached to the principal Staff of the most faithful City of the 
Havainah, one of the Petty Judges of the aforesaid Distiict, by Conmmission trom his Excellency 
the Governor-General, &c., and before my Assessors duly sworn, Don Pedro Dominguez, ana 
Don Sebastian Echabarria, has appeared the Presbyter, Don Manuel de Torres, Chaplain of the 
Sugar Estate Jesus Maria, belonging to the Conde de San Fernando de Penalver, to whom [ 
administered the Oath according to the formula of his Ministry, upon which he engaged to speak 
the truth, and having then read the Warrant for this judicial Process, he said, that in the Month 
of January of this present Year, there came to this Estate 20 Bozal Negroes, of both sexes, tor 
the purpo-e of being cured of their diseases, and that Don Francisco Dias Bustamante committed 
them tu his cure, in order that, if any of them should happen to die, it might not be before they, 
bad received the Holy Sacrament of Baptism ; and the said Presbyter being asked if he recollected 
the day that these Slaves were taken from this Estate to be carried in the Steam- Boat ‘* Mexicano” 
to Matanzas, said, that he does not recollect the precise day that they were taken from the Retate, 
but that it was some day in the course of last Week, and then having affirmed, that what he 
had said is the truth according to the Oath be had taken, he read this Declaration over, and having 
stated it to be in exact conformity with his evidevce, be signed and ratified it as below with me 
and my Assessors. | MANUEL DE TORRES. 
{Signed) Justo Uorez. 

Pepro DomINGUEZ. . 
SEBASTIAN DE ECHABARRIA, 


ON the same day of the aforesaid Month and Year likewise appeared before me and my said 
Assessors, the Licentiate, Don Francisco Valdes, to whom I administered the Oath in form, 
which be took by God and the Holy Cross, under which he engaged to speak the truth, and 
accordingly declared, that bis name is Francisco Valdes ; that he is a married man, aged 40 Years, 
by profession a Surgeon, which profession he now exercises on this estate, to which, ia the 
Month of Jaunary last, there came 20 Bozal Slaves, 14 males and 6 females; that these Slaves 
were placed in the Infirmary, under the Deponent’s care, for the purpose ot being cured of certain 
diseases that afficted them, such as diarrhea and ophibalmia, or inflammation of the eyes; that 
these Slaves had remained in the said Infirmary until last week, when he, the Deponeut, was con- 
sulted as to their being in a fit state to remove to the Sugar Estate Alcansia, in the Jurisdiction of 
' Matanzas; and, although 4 or.5 of them were not quite recovered from the complaint of the 
eyes, the Deponent stated, that he saw no objection to their being removed, which was accord- 
dugly done; and then the Deponent baving affirmed that what he bad said is the truth, according 
to the Oath be had taken, read this Deposition over, and having stated it to be in exact cone 
furmity with what be bad said, he signéd and ratified it us under, with me and my Assessors. 


ASigned) Justo Lopyz. (Signed) “FRANCISCO VALDES. 
~ Prepro DomINGUEZ. 
. SEBASTIAN DE ECHABARRIA. 


Here follow three similar Affidavits, viz :— 


1. Of Don Andres Burgotto, the Owner of the Estate, who gave the written order for the said 
20 slaves being taken to Don Francisco Dias Bustamante, in the Havannab. 
2. Of Don Juan Casablanca, who conducted them from tbe Estate to the Havannah. 
. 3. OF Don Manzel Diaz, a neighbour, who deposes that he knows these 20 Negroes, and 
aaw Dono Juan Casablanca conducting them to the Havannah. | ee 


Fifth Enclosure in No. 89. (Translation.) 
The Mixed Commission to the Captain- General. 


Sir, Havannah, August 29, 1826. 


IN consequence of the disoussion which has taken place in this Commission, respecting the 
aletention ot the Steam-Boat ‘‘ Mexicano,” by the English Sloop-of-War ‘* Pylades,”’ and of the 
application to this Case of Article 7 of the Iustructions annexed to the Treaty, ‘we have agreed to 
request, that your Excellency will direct your Secretary of the Police D. partment to certify to 
us, whether, in the cases of slaves being transported by Sea from the Havannah to the Estates of 
their Masteis, or from one Estate to another, 1t has been the custom to deliver Passports for the 
purpose, or whether ic was quite sufficient that these slaves bad a written Permission on the part 
of their Master, on every occasion that this Person or his Agent did not accompany them. 


(Signed) — CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
, : RAFAEL DE QUESADA. | 
His Excellency the Captuin- General, W.S. MACLEAY, 
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‘Sixth Enclosure in No. 89. ( Translation.) 
The Captain-General to the Mixed Commission. 


‘GENTLEMEN, Havannah, August 29, 1926. 


IN reply to your Letter of this date; requesting to know whether, in the event of slaves being 
‘transported by Sea from the Havannal to the Estates of their Masters, or from one Estate to 
another, ic has been the custom to issue Passports for that purpose, or whether it has been 
deemed sufficient that such sl.ves hed the Permission of their Owuers, when these Persons or 
their Attorneys did not accompany them ; I have to inform you, ‘hat by Article Ist, Part 2d, of 
‘the last Regulation of the Consulado respecting runaway slaves, and by Article 10 of the In- 
structions for the ‘Capitanes de Partidos, the Owners of Slaves, or even their Overseers, are 
authorised to grant wri ten Licences for travelling, to their slaves, without nice Licences they 
are considered as runaways. 

With reference to the above Regulations, Owier.. or their Overseers, «rant written Permissions 
to their slaves, which authorise them, as well to travel along the high roads as to yo from one 
Estate to another, and those Proprietors whose Estates are situated near the Sea, send their 
slaves by Coasting-Vessels, with a permission similar to that which is use. tor passing al by 


Laod. . God preserve you many Years. 
The Members of the Mixed Commission. (Signed) FRANC?Y. DION®S. VIVES. 
‘Seventh Enclosure in No. 89. a 


‘Opinion of His Britannick Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration. 


‘THE ‘“ Mexicano,” a Passage Steam-boat. sailing under Spanish Colours, was, on,the 20th 
day of this Month, while on her Voyage from Havannah to Matanzas, detained between the Morre 
and Coxemar, by His Britannick Majesty's Sloop ‘* Pvlades,” Captain Jackson, on a charge of 

* having violated the 7th Article of the Instructions annexed to the Treaty, and having thus become 
diable to condemnation under this Mixed Commission. 

There are several discrepancies in the Evi.'ence before the Commission, but none that in my 
opinion any way affect the main fact on which this detention has been grounded, and by which 
alone it must be declared lawful or not. ‘his fact is, that 20 slaves were in the Steam-vessel at 
the time of her detention. on their way trom Wavannal to Matanzas, without the Vessel 
being provided with a Passport from the Government on the spot, furnished ud hoc. - ‘This is 
allowed on all sides to have been proved by the Evidence. 

It appears to me also from the Evidence, that tne slaves were concealed, or at least that delay 
and difficulty were placed in the way of the British Officers when searching for them, and that, 
‘while the other Slaves or Negro Servants on board were claime! by their respective Masters or 
Mistresses, these 20 were not so claimed.- All this would go to shew a consciousness of there 
being some impropriety connected with them, which may possibly have been the deficiency of a 
proper Passport. There is no Evidence before the Court, however, to shew otherwise than that 

_ they are the property of the Conde de San Fernando, and were, when detained, on the pussage 
from one of his Estates to another; and, therefore, as such property J am bound to consider them. 

By Article 1. of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission, they are to judge according to the 
letter ahd spirit of the Treaty. Now with respect to the intentions of the High Contracting Parties 
who signed the Treaty, it is most clear, both from the whole of the tenour of this, and from the te- 
nour of the Laws now existing, whether Spanish or British, relative to the Slave-trade, that it was 
the most anxious desire of their Britannick and Catholick Majesties, in signing that Treaty, to ex~ 
tinguish by its means this inhuman Commerce. Such being the spirit of the Treaty, it appears to 
me, that when two different passages of it are deemed to be in any degree conflicting as to their 
signification, we should adopt, as our guide, that passage the signification of which is the most 
in harmony with this spirit; so that, if. one passage should distinctly authorize the detention of 
Coasting Vessels, having slaves on board, and another seem not so much to justify it, we ought 
to consider that passage which, by authorising the detention of such Vessels, agrees niet with the 
yraud object of the Treaty, that is, the abolition of the Slave-Trade, to be the true rule of our 
proceedings. 

This remark I make when, supposing for a moment that, as has appeared to one of my Col- 
Jeayues, there is a disagreement between certain passages of the Treaty, as, for instance, on the 
sone hand, Article J0 of the Freaty, which says, ‘‘in order to render lawful the detention of any Ship, 
whether Spanish or British, the slaves found on board such Vessel must have been brought there 
fur the express parpase of the Traffick ;”’ also paragraph 2 of Article | of the Instructions, 
-which says, ‘‘ Ships on board of which no Slaves shall be found, intended for purposes of 
traffick, shall not be detained on any account or pretence whatever ;” and, on the other hand, 
Article 7 of the Instructions, which stipulates that ‘‘ no conveyanee of Slaves from one Port in 
the Spanish Pessessions to another shall take place, except in Ships previted with Passports irom 
the Governmicnt, on the spot, ad hoc,” 6 
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In paragraph 2 of Art. I of the Instructions, as above cited, I may observe, that owing to 
the punctuation of the Treaty, as signed in English, there is an ambiguity which does not occur 
m the same Treaty as signed in Spanish, since the former may leave us in doubt whether tt is 
Ships intended tor parposes of traffick, on board of which no slaves shall be found,’’ or whether 
it is, as the Spanish Copy ot the Treaty expressly says, ‘* Ships on board of which shall be found no 
slaves intended for the purposes of traffick,”’ that are not to be detained This ambiguity merits atteu- 
tion, because, if it be said that the meaning of the Article is, as may seem fromthe English punc- 
tuation, that Ships intended for purposes of traffick, that is Merchaut-Ships, on board of which 
shall be found no slaves, are not to be detained, it is most clear that we have this paragraph in 
complete agreement with Art. 7 of the Instructions. If the other meaning be given to the para- 
graph, which it must be allowed is the only one it is susceptible of, according to the ‘Treaty 
as signed in Spanish, then werare to understand, that no Ship is to be detained that does not con- 
tain Negroes destined for the traffick, a provision which, if taken to relate to all Ships whatever, 
is indubitably at variance with Art. 7 of the Instructions. 

That this provision, however, does not relate to all Ships of whatsoever kind, can be shown, as 
follows :— : 

It is most evident, from its first line, that the whole of Art. 1" of the Treaty, relates to regular 
Slave-ships coming from the Coast of Africa, and, consequently, bas not the least reference 
to Coasting Vessels from Port to Port of the Spanish Possessions, which may, like the 
‘* Mexicano,” have slaves on board, without the proper Passports. The same observation holds 
good with respect to Art. | of the Instructions, namely, that it also has reference ouly to Ships 
regularly fitted out for the Slave-trade, aud as all the secondary paragraphs of an Article bave 
a reference to the primary one, it follows that, taking the Treaty as signed itt Spanish, the mean- 
ing of the 2d paragraph, Art. | ot the Instructions, is, that ‘* Slave-Ships, on board of which no 
slaves shall be found intended for purposes of traflick, shall not be detained on any account or 
pretence whatsoever.” Indeed, that this is the true interpretation of Art. 10 of the ‘Treaty, and 
of the paragraph 2 of the Instructions, sufficiently appears from these being the very provisions, 
which, in the opinion of both Governments, required alteration, and which accordingly gave rise 
to the Additional Articles signed in i822, and lately confirmed by His Catholick Majesty. 

Consequently there is no contradiction between the terms of Art. 10 of the Treaty, and para- 
graph 2, Art. 1 of the Instructions, which relate solely -to regular Slave-vessels, aud those 
of Art 7 of the Instructions, which Article refers to Vessels not in the reyular Slave-trade. 
Indeed, it is impossible to suppose that the High Contracting Purties should not have observed in 
these short Instructiopis so obvious an inconsistency as would result from making Article 10 of 
Treaty, paragraph 2, Art. 1 of Instructions, and Art. 7 of Instructions, all refer to the same kind of - 
Vessels. 1, therefore, conceive that Art. 7 of the Iustructions remains clear and uncontradicted, 
by any previous or subsequent part of the Treaty and its Appendages. 

Thus, the main question before the Commission relates entirely to the le-ality of the detention 
of the Steam-boat, under Art. 7 of the Instructions, for, if the Commander ot the ‘* Pylades” be 
justified under this Article, I hold, from what bas been already said, that no other passage of the 
‘Freaty cau be brought forward to invalidate the detention. 

But, betore | cons.der the legality of this detention, it is necessary, from observations made in: 
Court, that I should acknowledge that the Detainer seems to me to have erroneously connected 
the 3d paragraph of Art. 1 of the Instructions with Arc. 7, inasmuch as he conceived it to be his 
duty, under the said paragraph, not to require Passports for 2 Negro Servants, that appear to bave 
attended: their Master on board, or at least, to have nllowed all the Passengers, whether white of 
coloured, whom he found on deck, to go on Shore, whereas, in my opinion, there cannot be the 
least doubt that the true interpretation of the Treaty required that he should have only looked to 
Art. 7 of his Instructions, under which he detained the Vessel, and have insisted on a Government 
‘Passport being shewn to bim by the Captain of the Vessel for all the slaves that might have been 
on board. 4 

I find, however, that the Detainer's upplication to Vessels of all descriptions, of paragraph 3, 
Art. | of his Instructious, is perfectly analayous to the opinion of one of my Colleagues, who 
thought that paragraph 2, Art I of the Justructions, relates to Vessels of all descriptious. If one 
ot these paragraphs relates to other Vessels than regular Slave-ships, then the other must also. 
But itis my firm opinion that neither have the least reference to the Case of a Vessel carrying 
Negroes trom one Spanish Port to another, and consequently that by Art. 7, as was said before, 
any Ship with slaves on board, pa-sing from one Spanish Port to another, without Passports from 
the Government on the spot, is liable most decidedly to detention. . 

It has been contended, however, by my Colleagues, that this Art. 7 relates only to the trans- 
fer ot Nevroes from one Spanish Possession, such as Puerto Rico to another, such as Cuba, but 
the words are clear, ‘‘ from one Port of the Spanish Possessions to another,” that is, for instance, 

from the Havannah, a Port of Cuba, and consequently & Port of the Spanish Possessions, 
to another, Matanzas, likewise a Port of the Spanish Possessions. It ty true that the Article ap- 
plies also to the transter of slaves from any Spanish Port, such as Puerto Rico to another, as the 
~ Havannah ; but I do not gee how, trom the Spanish or English Copy of the Treaty, it can be con- 
tended, that this Steam-vessel was not, when detained, in the act of transporting Negroes frota 
one Port of the Spanish Possessions to another, Ie might, perhaps, be said, that this detention is 
even more valid, according to the-letter of the Treaty, than the detention of slaves passing from 
Puerto Rico to the Havannah would be, for the words in the Spanish Treaty are, ‘* del Gobierno 
de aquel Territorio,” and not ‘ de los Gobiernus de aquellos Territorios,’’ words that would, jn my 
humble opinion, have more clearly applied to the transter of Negroes from one Island to another 
haviug different Goyernors, ; ee ee 

In every question of this nature, the spirit of the High Contracting Parties in signing the 
Treaty will be an excellent guide. Now, I conclude that it was the intention of Spain to destroy 
every opportunity of subterfuge, and consequent escape from just condemnation, on the part of 
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Slave-traders ; and that, therefore, His Catholick Majesty determined to permit no slaves to pass 
from one of bis Ports to another, in Ships unprovided with Passports for that purpose, thereby pre- 
venting the facilities which regular Slave-vessels on the Coast would have by their means 


for landing their Negroes.—By this Article 7, Llis Catholick Majesty may have intended to prevent’ 


such a case as a Slave-Vessel, just arrived from Africa, placing Negroes «en board the Steam-boats, 
and so procuring their clandestine entry into the Havaunah, a case that has been publickly said to 
have occurred ; whereas, were all Vessels transporting slives provided with Passports from the 
Authorities of the Port from which they sailed, there could be no such collusion between Coasting 
Vessels and Sluvers. From these circumstances, and the ardent desire which, in his late Decrees, 


His Catholick Majesty has shewn to destroy this Traffick, ] infer tbat it was really his intention, ; 


by Article 7 of the Instructions, to prohibit auy transportation of Slaves by Sea, without Pass- 
ports for that purpose. 

And that it was in this same spirit that the British Government concluded the Treaty I infer, 
not only trom the detestation with which this Government is known to the civilized World 
to view every thing that aids the Traffick ; but from the whole tenour of the analagous Article of 
that Treaty, which was concluded. in 1817, between His Britannick and Most Faithtul Majesty, 
for the attainment of the same object. ) 

Now it is, on all sides, agreed, that the ‘‘ Mexicano” had no passport from the Government of 
the Havannah for the 20 slaves belonging to the Conde de San Fernando, and whom this 
Steam-vessel was: transporting from Havannab to Matanzas; she was therefore legally detained, 
according to the Instructions in the possession ot the Detainer. | 

But it is said, that the Government ot this Island has never been in the practice of giving Pass- 
ports to Ships transporting Slaves trom one Port to another. As, however, it can never be urged 

that the habitual infraction of a solemn Treaty justifies any particular Case of infraction when de- 
tected, it is impossible not to allow that the penalties attendant upon detectiou, according to the 
Treaty, have been justly and legally incurred by this Steam-bvuat. 

One of my Colleagues has urged, that this Article 7 of the Instructions is only a precautionary 
or preventive one, not carrying any penalty along with it beyond the mere detention, and that, 
consequently, although the Commander of the ‘‘ Pylades” was authorized by his | nstructions to de- 
tain the Steam-vessel, no further penal consequences ought to ensue; Now true it is, that this 
Article 7 of the Instructions appears to me to be the ouly Article, either in the Treaty or its Ap- 
pendages, which clearly authorizes the detention of other Vessels than regular Slave-traders. But 
I cannot perceive how this circumstance should in any way destroy all the penal consequences at- 
tendant upon detention. It is perfectly understood, that the detention of a Spanisb Vessel on the 
Coast of Cuba, by a British Cruizer, can fall under the cognizance of no other Tribunal than this 
Mixed Commission. Now the 3d Article of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission, that is, 
the general Regulation for their proceedings, states as follows, that the Commissioners shall pro- 
ceed to examine Papers and receive depositions, in order to be able to judge and tu pronounce if 
the Vessel has been justly detained or not, according to the Stipwations of the Treaty; ‘* and, 
in order that, according to this judgment, it may be condemned or liberated,"’ I am clearly, there- 
fore, of opinion, that, if the detention of the ‘* Mexicano’* be deemed just and legal by the 
Mixed Commission, Condemnation must tolluw, as tbe necessary consequence, according to 
Article 3 of the Regulations. 

Ie has been said by my Colleagnes, that the above interpretation of the Treaty is so severe, 
that it would subject any Vessel to condemnation which had two or tbree slaves on board, without 
Passports from the Authorities on the spot. On this head I would observe, first, that I know not 
but that such may have been the intention of the High Contracting Parties, in order to destroy 
the possibility of Coasting Vessels entering into collusion with Slave Vessels just returned from 
the Coast of Africa; and secondly, that, in giving my opiuion ou the legality af a detention, I 
do not feel myself entitled, in any way, to discuss how tar the provisions of the Treaty nay be 
severe, and much less to swerve, from what I may judge, to be the obvious meaning af the 
Articles. JI am very willing, if my Colleagues desive it, that this matter should be submitted to the 
consideration of our respective Governments ; but, so far as J am concerned, I have not the least 
authority to make alterations or modifications, that, in my opinion, can only be effected by che 
High Contracting Parties. . 

TI now cometo the gnestion of the Slaves and Cargo, that, according to the evidence, huve been 
detained on board the ‘* Mexicano.” Article 7 of the Regulations scems, at first sizht, to be 
applicable to this subject, when it stipulates, that, - in the Case of the condemnation of a Vessel far 
an unlawful voyage, she shall be declared lawful Prize, as well as her Cargo, of whatever descrip- 
tion it may be, with the exception of the Slaves, who may be on board as objects of Comwerce, 
-and who are therefore to be emancipated.’ My Colleagues have said, that this voyage of the 
Steam-boat was not unlawful, inasmuch as she was provided with a Licence to sail from Havannah 

to Matanzas; but, as all the regular Slave-vessels condemued by this Commission have had Li- 
‘cences tw sail for the Coast ot Africa, and have rendered their voyages bome unlawlul. by taking 
slaves on board, so the voyage of the ‘‘ Mexicano’’ became unlawful, so: far as concerns this Mixeal 
Commission, the moment she took slaves ov board without a proper Passport. If, therefore,. this 
Article 7 of the Regulations be held to apply to all Ships, whether regular Slave-Vessels or.put, 
‘the consequenee would be, that the Cargo on board musi be coudemned, and the Slaves, who may 
bave been on board as objects of Commerce, must be emancipated. Now it appears, trom the 
evidence, that the Cargo ef the ‘* Mexicano’’ belonged, as might be supposed in « Passage- Vessel, 
to the Passengers aod other Persous, in no way connected with the illicat part of this transaction ; 
aud it moreover appears, that the slaves who have been detained were on board, not as objects of 
Commerce, but merely for the purpose ot being transported from one Estate of their Master to 
another. The result of this is, that, were we to bold Article 7 to apply to the ‘* Mexicano,” 
the Cargo, consisting of the property of Individuals wholly unconcerned with the illicit pare of 
the trausactiuu, must be condemned, and the slaves, although the very cause of the detention, not 
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‘being on hoard as objects of Commerce, must be returned to their Master—a consequence se 
‘monstrous, and obviously unjust, that T have no hesitation in stating my opinion, that Article 7 
of the Regulations coes not apply to all Vessels, but ouly to regular Slave-tradcrs. 

My view of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission is as follows: Article 3 is a general 
Article, authorizing them to decide on the legality or illegality of all cases of detention whatsoever, 
Article 4 then begins the particular Specitication of the line of duty thev are to pursue, with re- 
-spect to the ordinary cases of the infraction of the Treaty, namely, r gular Slave-vessels, and the 
foNowing Articles, down to Article 10, relate to the same department of illicit Slave-trade; that 
is, notin any wav to such a peculiar and difficult Case as this of the ‘¢ Mexicano.”’ It may then 

‘be asked, what ought to be done, according to the Treaty, with the Cargo and Slaves detained on. 
‘board? My decided feeling on the subject is, that they ought to be returned to their respective 
Propr etors, for the Treaty does not in my humble opinion seem to have made any provision for 
this very novel Case of Detention, so tar as the Cargo and Slaves are concerned. It is my duty 
‘to act upon the Treaty as I find it, and according to the interpretation, which I may think its 
Articles most obviously bear, not to attempt to remedy what may possibly be its defects. 

I conclude, therefore, in stating to my Colleagues, that, according to the Treaty, it is my 
opinion, that the ‘* Mexicano’ was justly detained, and therefore must be condemned, and that 
‘she ought, as the Article 7 af the Regulations dves not apply to such Vessels, to be placed 
‘forthwith at the disposition of the two Governments, for them to take such future measures with 
respect to her, as they may judge proper. With respect to the Cargo and Slaves on board, it is 
my opinion, that they ought forthwith to be restored to their respective Proprietors. 


(Signed) W. 8. MACLEAY. 


Eighth Enclosure in No. 89. Translation.) 


Sentence of the Mixed Commission in the Case of the‘ Mexicano.” 


“ 


HAVING considered the Proceedings of this Court, with respect ¢o the detention of the Steam- 
‘boat ‘* Mexicano,” by the English Sloop-of-War ‘ Pylades,"’ having before us the Evidence 
furnished by the different Parties, and likewise the Information given by his Excellency the Caprain- 
General in his Letter of yesterday, with reference to the Municipal Regulations, and to the 
practice in consequence of such Regulations, observed in cases of slaves being passed fiom this 
City to the Estates of their Masters, or from one Estate to another, such as was the particular 
Case, with respect to this Steam-boat, in which were 20 Negroes belonging to the Coude de San 
Fernando, who, after having kept them on his Sugar Estate Jesus Maria, District of Guanabacoa, 
was forwarding them, under the care ot his Attorney, to bis other Sugar Estate, called La Alcancia, 
in the District of Matanzas, and considering that there is no proof. that these Neyroes were on 
board the Steam-boat for the express purpose of the Traffick ; we, the Undeisigned, unanimously 
declare, (the English Commissioner referring for the reasons of his particular Opinion to the 
Document which has been laid by him before the Court), that the said 20 Negroes ought to be 
restored to their Owner, and that the same rule ought to be adopted with respect to the cargo, of 
every description, that might have been on board the detained Vessel at the period of her detention. 

Besides which, we, the Spanish Commissioners, have taken moreover into consideration, that 
Article 7 of the Instructions annexed to the Treaty, appears only applicable to Voyages be- 
yond Sea, from one Port to another of different Prownces, without being capable of an exten- 
sion to Voyages only Coasting, and which take place by Sea, from one point of the Island to 
another only for greater convenience, since similar Journies may also be performed by Land ; 
considering likewise, that, by means of such Coasting Voyages, Proprietors supply their Estates 
with necessaries, while they also make them serve for the transportation of their crops, without 
their being linble to examination, or any other formality; considering also, that, as the Steam- 
boat was proceeding to her destination, under the confidence and good faith resulting from this 
known practice, we, the said Spanish Commissioners, absolve her forthwith, directing that she 
be freely delivered up to her Captain ; although it must be observed, that on this last head the 
British Commissioner has dissented from the decision of the majority of the Court, and has stated 

the reasons for his peculiar Opinion in the above-mentioned Document. 

And finally, we, the Undersigned, unanimously declare, that, according to the Letter addressed 
to the Mixed Commission by the Captor, there having been considered, on his part, to be cause, 
at least sufficient, to subject the Vessel to detention, he, the said Captor, is not responsible for the 

_alamages that may bave resulted from it. Let all those concerned be informed ot this Sentence, 
and let it be commuvicated Officially, with a Copy, to his Excellency the Captain-General, in 
order ‘that it may be duly executed. | 


(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS, | 
RAFAEL DE QUESADA, 
| W. S. MACLEAY. : 
davannah, E0th August 1826. RAFAEL GONSALEZ, Secretary. 
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W.S. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Dec. 8.) 
Srr, — Havannah, September 30, 1826. 


ON the 29th ult., His Majesty’s Ship “ Aurora,” of 46 guns, commanded 
by Captain C. J. Austen, when in the immediate vicinity of Santiago de 
Cuba, detained the Spanish Brigantine “ Muevo Campeador,” alias the 
© Argus,” Juan Botel, Master, sailing at the time under Dutch Colours, and 
having 263 slaves on board. On searching her, Captain Austen found that 
she was provided not only with the usual Spanish, but also with a set of 
Dutch Papers, to serve for her protection, as the Master stated, from South 
American Privateers. The Vessel, however, clearly belonged to Santiago de 
Cuba, and was declared by the Master to be bound to that Port from Old 
Calabar, on the Coast of Africa, where she had taken on board 300 or 306 
Negroes. About 40 of these had died on the passage from Africa, previous 
to her being captured, and the health of the 263 survivors was in such a 

deplorable state, that the Surgeon of the ‘* Aurora” urged the necessity of 
~ immediately landing 36 of the most sickly, as well on account of the impossi- 
bility of these poor creatures being able to support the voyage to the Havan- 
nah, as in order to preserve the lives of the rest. Captain Austen, after some 
difficulty and delay, persuaded the Governor of Santiago de Cuba to take 
charge of these 36 Negroes, and to give a Receipt for them. The “ Aurora” 
then Ieft that Port with the Brigantine, and the remaining Negroes, for the 
purpose of having the Case adjudicated by the Mixed Commission here 
established. | 

While in the Harbour of Santiago de Cuba, Captain Austen was induced, 
by motives of humanity, to permit the ‘Master, who was also the ostensible. 
Owner of this Slave-vessel, to go on Shore, in order to visit his wife, who was 
reported to be in a dying state, he giving his solemn promise to return ; 
instead of this, however, he took the opportunity of escaping from the City 
into the interior, as did subsequently also the greatest part of the Crew. 
Captain Austen, nevertheless, brought the Mate and 5 others, out of a Crew con- 
sisting, at the period of capture, of 21 men, into this Port, where he arrived 
on the 20th instant, after having lost 8 of the Negroes by sickness, on the 
passage from Cuba; 2 more died in this IJarbour, so as to reduce the whole 


uumber of Negroes, delivered here into the care of the Person appointed by - 


the Captain-General to receive them, to 217, of whom 6 have died since the 
disembarkation. Certificates of the deaths that took place during the time 
that the Negroes were under the charge of Captain Austen were delivered in 
by him with the other Papers. | 

The Mixed Commission, consisting of the two Spanish Commissioners and 
myself, having received the Affidavit of the Captor, and the Depositions of 


the Mate, and 3 of the Crew of the Slave-vessel, issued, on the 27th instant, a_ 


Decree condemning the Vessel and Cargo, and emancipating the Slaves, as 
well those landed at Santiago de Cuba, as those at the Havannah. I am 
truly happy to state, that this Case offered not the slightest difficulty, the. 
Spanish Commissioners manifesting throughout the greatest desire to act up 
to the spirit of the Treaty. | 

[ have the honour to trausmit a Copy of the Letter addressed by Captain 
Austen to the Mixed Commission, and of his Declaration, with an Abstract 
of the Evidence, and a Translation of the Deerce of the Court. I likewise 
forward Translations of the Letters addressed by the Mixed Commission to 
the Captain-General, on the subject of the 36 Negroes left in Santiago de 
Cuba, and of the Answer returned by his Excellency, in which he undertakes 
to secure their freedom as decreed by the Mixed Commission. 

It appears, by Memorandums endorsed on the Papers of this Slave-vesscl, 
that she was visited by the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship “* Maidstone,” at the 
Mouth of the Calabar, on the 30th of June last. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


Z he Right Hon. George Canning, . (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
&c. Sc. &c. 7 
a 2 
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First Enclosure in No. 90. 
, Recerpt of the Governor of Santiago de Cuba, for 36 Negroes. 


- RECEIVED by me, Don Isidore Barradas, Governor of Santiago de Cuba, at the earnest 
request of Charles John Austen, Esq. Captain of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship ‘* Aurora,” the 
under-mentioned slaves, belonging to the Brigantine Schooner ‘* Nuevo Campeador,” captured by 
that Ship, and brought into the Port of Santiago de Cuba in consequence of the very sickly 
state of the slaves on board the said Schooner, which renders it absolutely necessary they should 

be landed, for the preservation of the health of the remainder of the slaves on their passage to the 

Havannab, to which Place she is beund for adjudication, as also that these unfortunate and 
wretched beings may receive the benefits of the Rites of the Church. 


Men 23, women 6, boys 6, girl 1,—Total 3o. (Signed) ISIDORE BARRADAS, 
On Board His Britannick Majesty's Ship ‘¢ Aurora,” September 4, 1826. 


Sccond Enclosure in No. 90. 


Captain Austen to the Mixed Commission. 


His Britannick Majesty's Ship «* Aurora,” 
HonouraBle GENTLEMEN, Havannah, September 20, 1826. 

I BEG leave to acquaint you with my arrival at this Port in His Majesty’s Ship under my 
command, with the ‘* Nuevo Campeador,’’ Spanish Brigantine, detained off St. Jago de Cuba, 
having at that time on board 263 slaves, from the Coast of Africa; for the turther particulars of 
which I beg leave to refer you to the Documents which I have delivered to the British Commis- 
sioner, consisting of my Affidavits and other Papers, all of which are endorsed by me. 

I beg leave to add, that Juan Botel, the Master of this Slave-vessel having represented to me 
by Letter (whilst we were lying in Santiago de Cuba, for the purpose of landing the sick Negroes 
which, after a long Correspondence with the Governor of that Place, ] was enabled to do), that — 
his Wife was dangerously ill, and earnestly entreated me to allow him to go on Shore to see her, 
J was induced on the score of humanity to allow hin to do so, and have never seen him since, 
thongh 1 waited some hours in the Port for that purpose. 

I have, &c. 


. (Signed) = CHARLES JOHN AUSTEN, 


The Members of the Mixed Commission. 


~ 


Third Enclosure in No. 90. 


Declarations of the Captor. 


I, CHARLES JOHN AUSTEN, Captain of His Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Aurora,” hereby declare, 
that, on the 29th day of August 1826, being in or about Latitude 19, 46. North, Longitude 75. 
56. West, I detained the Brigantine Schooner ‘* Nuevo Campeador,” sailing under Spanish 
Colours, but at the time of capture having Dutch Colours hoisted, armed wich | eight-pounder, 
24 muskets, 4 pistols, commanded by Juan Botel, who declared her to be bound from the Coast 
of Africa to St. Jago de Cuba, with a Crew consisting of 21 men, whose names, as declared by 
them respectively, are inserted in a list at foot hereof, and having on board 263 slaves, remaining 
from 300 said to have been taken on board at Old Calabar, on the Coast of Africa, 37 having diced 
an the passage to St. Jago de Cuba: they are enumerated as follows, viz :— 


Healthy. Sichly. 
Men --+-+ 2]: 156 2 
Women - - - 47 6 
Boys --- - 37 | a. 
Girls --pf- 14 i ‘ 
Total 254 9 


I do farther declare, that the said Schooner appeared to be seaworthy, and was supplied with a 
sufficient stock of water and provisions for the support of the Negroes and Crew for their 


destined voyage to Saint Jago de Cuba, but completely inadequate for their sustenance from this 
Place to the Havannah. 7 
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“I do further declare, that the state and condition of the health of the slaves has been repre- 
sented by the Surgeon to me, to be so generally bad, as, in his opinion, absolutely to require their 
being landed so soon as it may be practicable to do so, 


(Signed) | CHARLES JOHN AUSTEN, 


Witnesses, (Signed) J.V.D. Larcom, Senior Lieut. of His Majesty's Ship * Aurora.” 
H. Storrorp Nixon, 2d Lieut. of His Majesty’s Ship “ Aurora.” 
James Osporne, Surgeon of His Majesty's Ship ‘* Aurora,” 


(Here follows the List of the Crew of the Schooner ‘* El Nucvo Campeador,’’] 


I, CHARLES JOHN AUSTEN, Captain of His Britannick Majesty's Ship ‘* Aurora,’* do 
further declare, that the Surgeon finding the state and condition of the health of the slaves so 
generally bad, as, in his opinion, absolutely to require their being landed so soon as it may be 
practicable to do so; and I turther considering, that the time which must elapse before they 
could have reached the Havannah, to which Place it is my intention to carry the Schooner for 
adjudication, would in all hunian probability be attended with very fatal consequences to the lives 
ot a large proportion of the Negroes; I did, therefore, on the 4th day of September 1826, des- 
enbark the following 36 slaves at Santiago de Cuba, were they now remain. 


Mene «eee ~ , 23 
Women - - - of 6 
Boys ---- tr 6 
Girls ---- 1 

Total 36 


(Signed) CHARLES JOIN AUSTEN, 


Witnesses, (Signed) J. V.D. Larcom, Senior Lieut. of His Majesty's Ship © Aurora,” 
James Osporne, Surgeon of His Majesty's Ship ‘* Aurora.” 


Fourth Enclosure in No. 90. 


Abstract of Evidence. 


HENRY SCHOTSZ, a Protestant, deposed, that he is a Native of Hamburgh, aged 32 Years, 
unmarried, and by profession a Seaman ; that he served lately as Mate on board the Brigantine 
Schooner ‘‘ El Nuevo Campeador ;"’ that he arrived in this Port of the Havannah in the said 
Brigantine, which bas been captured and carried in here by the English Frigate ‘‘ Aurora,” on 
account of their having been found on board a Cargo of Bozal Negroes, proceeding from the 
Coast of Africa, and destined for the Province of Cuba; that this Vessel sailed from Cuba, on the 
30th May of this Year, the Deponent believing at the time, according to the Declaration of the 
Master, that she was bound to the Portuguese Island Del Principe ; but that instead of this the 
Vessel proceeded straight to the River of Calabar, on the said Coast, where the said Master coms 
menced a Traffick of Slaves, and obtained about 300, with whom he set sail for the said Provincé 
of Santiago de Cuba, near which Port the Schooner was captured; that the Master and Owner 
of the Schooner was Don Juan Botel, a Spaniard by birth, who was on board at the time the 
Vessel was captured by the English Frigate; that the Deponent is ignorant where the said Botel 
now is, because the Crew when taken were separated, the said Captain Botel being taken on board 
the Frigate, and this Deponent remaining on board the Schooner to take care of the Negroes ; 
that he, this Deponent, can, however, state that, according to what he heard, the said Juan Botel 
remains on Shore at Cuba; that there were 263 Negroes on board at the time of the capture, the 
others having died on the passage from Atrica to Cuba, and that of these 263, there were 36 left 
at Cuba in the care of the Government. 


FRANCISCO FRASQUET, aCatholick, deposed, that heis a Nativeof Barcelona, aged 23 Years, 
unmarried, and by profession a Sailor; that he was lately in this capacity serving on board the Bri- 
gantine Schooner ‘* Nuevo Campeador,”? Captain Don Juan Botel; that he has arrived here in con 
sequence of the capture of the said Schooner, with a Cargo of Bozal Negroes on board, made by 
His Britannick Majesty’s Frigate ‘‘ Aurora,” close off Santiago de Cuba ; that the said Cargo of 
Negroes was taken on board at Calabar, on the Coast of Africa, where 300 or 306 were 
embarked ; that the Deponent knows not how many of them were in existenc >t the moment of 
the capture, because many had died on the passage, and the Deponent was sot prescut when 
they were numbered; that some of the captured Negroes remained at Cuba sick, but how many he 
hLuows not; that the said Schooner was fitted out and equipped for the voyage to Calabar ; in the 
atoresaid City of Santiago de Cuba, to which Port she was proceeding at the moment of 
‘capture ; that Captain Don Juan Botel, according to what this Deponent has heard, remained a 
Cuba, tbe Captain of the Frigate having given him leave to go on Shore to visit bis wife, who was 
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sick, and that he knows nothing of him, since that time ; that the Deponent, on leaving Cuba for the 
Coast of Africa, was a common Sailor, but that the Boatswain, Pablo George, being taken so ill 
that it was found necessary to leave him in Africa, the Deponent then succeeded to his ptace, 
and was performing the duties of it at the time of the capture; that D. José Chamorro, who is 
inscribed on the List of the Crew as next in command to the Master and Mate, remains likewise 
in Cuba anwell, but that the Deponent knows not how he got on Shore. 


LORENZO CITTERICH, a Catholick, deposed, that he is a Nutive of Venice, ayed 34 Years, 
unmarried, and by trade a Sailor, that he came to the Havannah in the English Frigate 
** Aurora,” which lately arrived in this Port, in consequence of having captured the Brigantine 
Schooner ‘¢ KL Nuevo Campeador,”* in which this Deponent was a sailor ; that the said Schooner 
was captured close offthe Morro of Santiago de Cuba, on accountof there having been found on board 
a Cargo ot Bozal Negroes; that the Vessel was then proceeding from Old Calabar, on the Coast 
of Africa, where she had taken on board 300 or 306 Negroes, of whom 36 or 37 may perhaps 
have died previously to the capture, that Don Juan Botel was the Owner, Cuptain, and Master of 
the said Schooner, and the Mate was Henrique Schotsz, who is uow in prison with the Deponent, 
that the said \essel was fitted out for the Voyage to Africa in Santiago de Cuba; that the Master, 
Don Juan Botel, remained in Cuba, although this Deponent does not positively know the cause of 
his having been allowed ¢o land, any farther than that he beard it was on account of sickness ; that 
D José Chamorro, who was one of the Crew captured on board the Schooner, remained also at 
Cuba, but the Deponent knows not bow he contrived to get on Shore, because the said Chamarro 
remained on board the Schooner, and the Deponent was taken on board the Frigate; that 
Estevan Rodriquez, who is inscribed in the List of the Crew as Cook of the Schooner, was never 
employed in that capacity, the Deponent being the only Cook, from the moment of leaving 
the Port of Santiago de Cuba; that the said Rodriquez remains in Cuba, but how or why this 
Deponevt knows not, and that Pablo George, the Boatswain, remained at Calabar sick. 


LOUIS ROLLE, a man of Colour, and a Catholick, deposed, that heis a Native of Martinique, 
aged 26 Years, and by trade a Carpenter, that on Wednesday last he arrived in this Port on 
board the Biigantine Schooner ‘‘ El Nuevo Campeador,” captured by the Luglish Frigate 
‘* Aurora,” opposite to the Morro of Santiago de Cuba ; that the cause of the said capture wa> a 
Cargo of Bozal Negroes having been found on board; that the Vessel at the time was proceeding 
from Calabar on the Coast of Africa, which Place she left with 300 or more Negroes, of whom, 
260 or more were in existence at the period of her detention, the others having died on 
the passage; that this Deponent was Carpenter on board the Schooner; that the Master of the 
Vessel was Juan Botel, and that the Deponent is ignorant of there being any other Owner ; that 
the said Botel and José Chamorro remained at Cuba, the former because his wife was sick, and the 
other he knows not on what account ; and finally, that Pablo George was lett sick at Calabar. 


. 


Fifth Enclosure in No. 90. (Translation. ) 


Sentence. 


’ Havannah, September 27, 1825. 

HAVING token into consideration the Judicial Proceedings consequent upon the detention of 
the Spanish Merchant Schooner ‘* Nuevo Campeador," Don Juan Botel, Captain, Master, and 
Owner, with a Cargo of 263 Negroes on board at the time of her detention, which was effected in 
the immediate Vicinity of the Port of Santiago de Cuba, by the English Frigate ‘* Aurora,” 
commanded by Captain Charles John Austen ; and having found, according to these proceedings, 
that, although the Declaration of the aforesaid Don Juan Botel is wanting, owing to this Person's 
escape in the City of Santiago, it is nevertheless most completely proved by the Declarations of 
the several Witnesses examined, and by the Papers of the Vessel, that the said Schooner having 
sailed from the aforesaid Port, in the Month of April in the present Year, with Papers and Cargo, 
as if for the Portuguese Island ‘* El Principe,”’ proceeded straight to Old Calabar, onthe Coast 
of Africa, where she took on board 300 or 306 slaves, of whom so many died on her passage 
to Cuba as to reduce the number to 263, of which last number, according to the Evidence of the 
Captor and the Receipt of the Governor of the City of Santiago de Cuba, produced by the said 
Captor, 36 were left in the said City, on account of their extreme sickness, and JQ, as appears by 
the Captor’s Certificate, subsequently died. We do now, with due regard to the merits of the 
Cause, and according to the usual brief and summary mode of proceeding which has been adopted by 
the Mixed Commission in all such Cases, when the truth has been made manifest, hereby declare, 
thatthe capture of the said Schooner *‘ Nuevo Campeador,”” and of the 263 Negroes found on 
board, is good and legal, and that the said Schooner, her tackle, apparel, and whatever she may 
contain, are subject and liable to confiscation, with the exception of the aforesaid Negroes, who 
are declared to be freed from all slavery and captivity. Jt is according!y hereby directed that, 
with respect to the said Vessel, and whatever belongs to her, a Valuation shall be made thereof, 
under Oath, by the Principal Masters of the Royal Arsenal, who shall give in a proper Voucher 
to this effect, and thag she shall be exposed to publick auction, in the presence of the Royal 
Notary Don José Rafael de Meja, in order that, being disposed of to the highest bidder, in the 
Auction-Room of Don Antonio Galea, the proceeds may be applied to the benefit of the 
two Governments, the said Vessel being for the present placed in deposit with Don Jayme 
Audreu, who shall likewise swear faithidlly to perform his duty, and shall receive her from the 
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the Captor, according to formal Inventory; proceeding, moreover, without loss of time, to de- 
liver tosuch of the said Negroes as are in this City, their Certificate of Emancipation, by the means, 
as is customary, of the Deputy Secretary, Don Rafael Gonzales Barranco, who is appointed to per- 
form that duty. An official Letter, with a certified Copy ot the Sentence, shall be forthwith ad- 
alressed to his Excellency the Captain-General, in order that he may take the proper measures fur 
that purpose ; and with respect tothose Negroes who are left in Santiago de Cuba, as the liberiy 
to which they are entitled, ought not to be delayed, his Excellency shall be further requested to 
appoint in that Citya Person in whom be has confidence, or to direct the Gover. or of it to appoint 
such a Person to deliver to them also their respective Certificates of Liberty, according to the form 
that has bitherro been adopted.- For which purpose there shall be transmitted to Cuba, through 
the medium of his Excellency, the necessary printed Certificates, duly legalized by the Mixed Com- 
mission, having blanks to be filled up with the descriptions and peculiar marks of each Person, so as 
to secure their identity, and being marked from No. | to No. 36 inclusive, care being taken to 
suspend to the neck of each Negro, a small piece of tin-plate, corresponding with the number of the 
Certificate, and also to make out accurately a separate account of all that is written on each of . 
these Certificates, so that it may be transmitted to this Mixed Commission, and form part of the 
Book in which all such accounts are inserted, while a Duplicate, or certified Copy, of this Docu- 
ment shall be left in Santiago de Cuba, for the purpose of clearing up any doubt that may in 
future occur ; and, according to the mode of proceeding that has been practised in all such mat- 
ters, the said Negroes are placed at the disposal of the aforesaid Governor of Cuba, for him to 
dispose of them during the years of their apprenticeship, in conformity to the Instructions which 
‘his Excellency will communicate to him. | 


(Signed) Ww. S MACLEAY. 
CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
RAFAEL DE QUESADA. 
RAFAEL GONZALES, Secretary. 


Sixth Enclosure in No. 90. (Translation. ) 


The Mixed Commission to the Captain- General. 


Sir, Huavannah, September 27, 1826. 


BY the accompanying certified Copy, your Excellency will be made acquainted with the Defini- 
‘tive Sentence issued by this Mixed Commission, in the Case ot the Capture of the Brigantine 
Schooner ‘* Nuevo Campeador,” with a Cargo ot Bozal Negroes, by the English Frigate ‘‘ Aurora,” 
which Sentence declares the detention ot this Vessel to be good and legal, aud the said Negroes 
to be free from all slavery and captivity. 

Among the Negroes found on board, there were 36 who, on account of ill health, were left at 
Santiago de Cuba, in charge of the Governor of that Place, according tothe Receipt given by him 
to the English Captain, of which a Copy is herewith enclosed to your Excellency. In consequence 
of what bas been determined in the said Definitive Sentence, the Mixed Commission now proceeds 
to deliver the Certificates of Emancipation to those Negrves who have been brought into this City, 
placing them forthwith at the disposal of your Excellency in the customary form. Not being able 
to do the same for those Negroes who were left at Santiago de Cuba, where the Commission hus 
no Agent whatever, the Undersigned have deemed it their duty to request your Excellency, in this 
novel Case, to assist them in carrying the above-mentioned Sentence ‘into effect, so that the Ne- 
groes left at Santiago may not have the important benefit of their liberty retarded. For this pur- 

ose the Undersigned herewith transmit aud place at the disposal of your Excellency, 36 blank 
Certificates of Liberty, with 4 others, to be used in the event of any error in the former rendering 
them necessary. 
| God preserve your Excellency many Years. 
(Signed) W. S."MACLEAY. , 
CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS. 
His Excellency the Captain- General. RAFAEL DE QUESADA. | 


Seventh Enclosure in No. 90. (Translation.) 


The Captacn-General to the Mixed Commission. 


GENTLEMEN, Havannah, September 29, 1826, 


WITH your Official Letter of the 27th instant, I received a certified Copy of the Definitive 
Sentence pronounced by you in the Case of the capture lately made of the Spanish Merchant 

Brigantine Schooner ‘* Nuevo Cumpeador,”’ with a Cargo of Bozal Negroes, and also 40 Certifi- 
cates of Emancipation, duly signed by you, and numbered from | to 36, with 4 more, which 40 
Certificates are destined for 36 Negroes left in Cuba, and belonging to the said Cargo. Entering 
into the anxiety expressed by you that I should, on my part, co-operate so as to give the afore- - 
said Sentence its full and proper eflect with respect to the said 36 Negroes, and, in order that the 
benefit of their liberty may suffer uo delay, I have acceded to your request, with the advice. f the 
. Auditor of War, and, im cousequence, now transmit to the Governor of Santiago de Cuba the 
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Appointment of a Person in whom I have full confidence, and whose duty it witl be to deliver the 
said Certifieates, and to carry the other parts of the Sentence into effect. ‘To this Person I trans- 
mit the above-mentioned Certificates, with 80 Copies of Forms tor registering the descriptiens of 
the said Negroes, and the like number of Conditions, all signed by me; so that every necessary 
precaution and measure may be taken for the dispatch of this affair, and for the disposal of the 
Negroes, it the usual manner. I bave also, at the same time, directed him to send me, with the 
least possible delay, the particular kind of Register mentioned in the said Sentence, which, as soon 
as I receive, I shall, according to your request, transmit to you for the object you specify. 
~ God preserve you mmny Years. 
(Signed) FRANS. DIONISIO VIVES. 

The Members of the Mixed Commission, 


a a Se Le ase ee eI eR aT en TT 
. | No. 91. 
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received December 8.) 


Sir, Havannah, October'9, 1826. 


On the 3d instant, the Spanish Brig “ San Pedro,” alias “ Currutaco,” 
Juan Coll, Master, which Vessel, as reported to you in the Despatch of His 
Majesty’s Commissioners of the 11th of March of this Year, sailed from this 
Port on the 26th otf February last, arrived here from the Cvast of Africa, in 
‘ballast, atter having landed a Cargo of Negroes on the Coast, to the Westward 
of the Island. 

I have not been able to learn the number of Negroes she disembarked. 

. ‘I have the ‘honour to be, &c. 
) (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, . 
Se. &ec. KO. 


No. 92. 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 20, 1836. 


IN compliance with the desire which you have expressed, thet you should. 
have some assistance for carrying on the details of your Correspondence with 
this Office, Mr. Secretary Canning has selected Mr ‘Richard Belgrave Jack- 
son, the bearer of this Letter, to be Clerk to His Majesty’s Commissioners 
at the Havannah. ; 

You will employ Mr. Jackson accordingly, mm the business of the British. 
Commissioners, in the manner in which he may be made most useful to the 
purpose for which he 1s sent out. 

Mr. Canning has allowed to Mr. Jackson a Sum, by way of Outfit, which 
has been paid to hin here; and -he has assigned to hin a Salary of 300. a 
Year, to commence from the 10th of October 1826, and to be augmented 
every Year, at the rate of £25. a Year, until the Salary shall reach the 
amount of . 500. a Year. And Mr. Canning has been pleased to hold out 
to Mr. Jackson the prospect, that, provided he shall conduct himself to the 
satisfaction of his Superiors, a Pension, not exceeding the half of lis Salary, 
may be granted to him after 12 Years actual service at the Havannah. 

I am directed, by Mr. Canning, to acquaint you with this arrangement, 
and to request that you will pay to Mr. Jackson the Salary assigned to him, 
in Quarterly Payments, as it shall become due, including the same in the 
Contingent Accounts of the Commission, and drawing for it upon the Agent 
to the Commission, according to the Account and Vouchers which you will 
send in, with a Letter to me on the occasion. 
| Iam, &c. : 

His Majesty's Commissioners. . (Sigaed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jow. 


HavANNAH. ee ty 


No. 93. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, | . Foreign Office, December 30, 1826. 


YOUR several Despatches, to the 9th of October inclusive, have been 
duly received. 

I transmit to you, for your information, the accompanying Copy of a 
Despatch*, which I addressed to His Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid on the 10th 
ult., upon the subject of the violations of the Treaty, as stated in your Des- 


patches of the 9th of August, and of the 2d, 4th, and 11th of September ~ 


last. 

You will continue to watch over and report to me the particulars of every 
transaction which may come under your knowledge, connected with illegal 
Slave-trade upon the Coast of Cuba. | 

Iam, &c. 


His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


© See Class B. 
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No. 94. 


| His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received April 10, 1826.) 


SiR, Rio de Janciro, December 28, 1825. 


WE have the honour to acquaint you, for your information, that His 
Imperial Majesty has been pleased to appoint Senhor Jodo Carneiro de 
Campos to the Office of Commissary Judge of the Mixed Commission here 
established, which Office became vacant on the confirmation of Senhor 
José Silvestre Ribello to the Appointment of Brazilian Chargé-d’Affaires to 
The United States of North America; and that our new Colleague, after 
taking the prescribed Oath before the Chancellor, was duly installed on 


the 7th instant. We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 


&e. &c. &e. 


No. 95. 


Mis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
( Received April 10, 1826.) 


SIR, | ~ Reo de Janeiro, December 30, 18325. 
SHORTLY after the signing of the new Slave-trade Treaty with the 


Brazilian Government, by Sir Charles Stuart, we were enabled tully to 
satisfy ourselves of the truth of suspicions, which we had entertained for some 
time, not only of irregularities, but actual malversation, on the part of some 
of those Persons who had been appointed to superintend the care and well- 
being of those Negroes who have received their Emancipation, from the 
Mixed Commission here established, under the late Convention with 
Portugal. 

Having ascertained that Sn™. Manuel Joaq™. Gliz. de Magelloens, the 
present Curador of the Emancipated Negroes, had been collecting money in 
the capacity of Curador, under the semblance of authority from the Trea- 
surer, from Persons to whom some of the emancipated Negroes had been 
apprenticed, under the condition of an annual payment for their labour, which 
sum was to be placed in deposit, to be divided amongst them, at the expira- 
tion of their term of servitude; that he had made this collection without the 
authority of the Treasurer, and had applicd it to other uses than those pre- 
scribed by the Alvara. We felt it to be our duty, after taking pains to satisfy 
ourselves of the facts, to call the attention of His Imperial Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to a Transaction, in itself fraudulent and disgraceful, as well as prejudi- 
cial to the emancipated Negroes, to remain under the superintendence of a 
Man, who, if he could be guilty uf such a crime, might be supposed to be fully 
equal to committing the more heinous one, of selling those into slavery who 
had been emancipated aud placed under his especial superintendence, which 
abominable crime is said to have been practised, though we have not been 
able to obtain proof of a single instance of it. 


ee 
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_ To call the attention of His Imperial Majesty’s Government to this Case, 
with the greatest chance of success, knowing that Sir Charles Stuart was in 
daily intercourse with the Ministers of State, we stated, verbally, the circum- 
stances to his Excellency, with a view to his urging His Imperial Majesty’s 
Ministers to an investigation into them, to which Sir Charles listened with 
readiness, and requested us to write to him a Letter on the subject, a Copy of 
which we have the honour to enclose for your information. 

We earnestly hope, Sir, for the sake of the emancipated Negroes, that the 
system of superintendence of their welfare, which has hitherto beer pursued, 
may undergo some reform, at least periodical investigation, or any other checks 
that can be devised to prevent a recurrence of the evils complained of, 
which, since a period has at length been happily fixed, for the entire and 
complete abolition of the Traffick, it will, doubtless, tend greatly to enhance 
the value of those Slaves already imported and, therefore, hold out greater 
temptation to the evil-disposed of re-enslaving those who have received their 
Manumiszion. | 3 

The system prescribed by the Alvara of 26th January 1818, would, we con- 
ceive, in a great measure, meet its object, provided a reliance could be placed 
on the probity of thuse employed under it; and, if we might be allowed 
the liberty of suggesting an Amendment thereto, it would be, that the 
Curador should be obliged to keep a regular and accurate Register of all the 
emancipated Negroes, together with the names and address of all those who 
have hired them, who should be made responsible for them under a penalty, 
and answer for their appearance before their Superintendent twice a Year; and 
to give proof of death, or absconding, if either should have happened since 
the last Inspection, and the Superintendent himself should be obliged Half- 
Yearly, and always when called apen: to make his Report to the Juiz da 
Camarca, for the time being, or to some other Authority, in order to insure 
the fulfilment of his duty, and have a check upon his integrity ; which, im 
our humble opinion, would greatly tend to prevent the abuses now said 


to be practised. We have the honour to be, &c. 
. (Signed) HENRY HAYNE, | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 


&c. &e. &e.: 


Enclosure in No. 95. 


The British Commissioners to Sir Charles Stuart. ' 


o 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, November 19, 1825. 


FINDING, by the Slave-trade Convention between His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty 
The Emperor of Brazil, signed by your Excellency on the 18th October last,* that the Stipulatauns 
relative to the treatment of Emancipated Negrves, are similar to those contained in the fate 
Convention with Portugal, under which we have been acting, we feel it to be a duty incumbent 
upon us to state to your Excellency, that some abuses aud malversations in that particular, have, 
of late, come within our observation, to enable your Excellency, if you should think fit, to draw 
the attention of His Imperial Majesty's Government to the provisious contained in the 5th Article 
of the Alvara of the 26th January 1815, with a view of rectifying the existing perversion of them. 

Report says, that many of the emancipated Negroes have been sold as Slaves; of this we have 
no proof, but, since those who hired them have never been called upon to produce them before any 
competent Authority, such abuse is practicable. ee: . ‘ 

The majority of the Negroes who-have been emancipated by the Mixed Commission, were 
hired out to Individuals, who avere to support, clothe, and instruct them, and pay a certain sum 
annually, which sum was to be deposited in a coffer with three keys, one to be kept by the 
Juiz da Camarca, another by the Curador, and the third by a Treasurer, and at the expiration of 
the fixed term of the Free Negroes’ servitude, the balance was to be distributed among them. It is 
in this Department, Sir, that investigation is more especially necessary, as the Treasurer takes no 
steps to collect annually the amount due for the Negroes’ services ; and we have certain informa- 
tion that Manoel Joaqm. Gliz. de Magelloens, the Curador, has gone about with a List, as 
complete as he could make it, of those who are in possession of the Negroes hired out, whose interests 
and comforts he is especially appointed to watch, and has received the amount due, giving 
a ceceipt in his own name ; which amount the Treasurer declares he hus pever receiveil, and that 


© Not subsequently ratified. 
2R : 
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the Cuiradot hai no auttiority from hin to collect atly money oh’ account’ of {he emancipated 
‘Negroes. ) 

' Phis is an abuse which your. Excellency will perceive requires to be checked, and investigation 

on the part of His Imperial Majesty*s Government, may possibly throw light upon others,. which 


are not within our reach. We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
‘The Right Hon. Sir Charles Stuart, G. C: B. ALEX. CUNNINGIDAM. 
&e. &c. &e. 


No. 96. 
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received April 10.) 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, January 10, 1826. 
AGREEBLY to your Instructions, to forward to you Half- Yearly Reports 


of the Cases which are brought to us for Adjudication, we have the honour 
to inform: you, that no Case has been laid before us since our Report of July 


last. We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
The Rivht Fon. George Canning, ALEX. CUNNINGIIAM. 


AC. Se. &e. 


No. 97. 


Mi. Sécrelary Canning té His Mufesty's Commissioners. 


GextLewey, | Foreign Office, May 16, 1826. 


I IITAVE received your Despatch of the 30th of December last, suggesting 
some Regulations for the amelioration of the treatment of emancipated Slaves. 

I cordially coricur in the object of these suggestions. I beg ag will 
take an early opportunity of conferring upon the point with your Brazilian 
Colleagues, and of making a joint representation on the subject, throngh the 
proper Channel, to the Brazilian Government. | 

You will press upon the Ministers of Brazil the adoption of Regulations 
better suited than the present appear to be, to their beneficent purpose; and, 
whenever such Regulations shall have been adopted, you will have the good- 
ness to give, to the due execution of the new System, the benefit of your super- 
intendence, reporting to me from time to time the result thereof. 


: | amy, &e. “os 
This Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
No. 98. 


iis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secréetary Canning. —( Receired Nov.28.). 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 30, 1826. 


WE have the honour to acknowledve the reccipt, on the 20th ultimo, of | 


two Copies af Papers, marked A and B, relative to the Slave-trade, which 
were presented to both Houses of Partiament, in the course .of the last Sese— 
sion, We have the honour tobe, &c. | 

| | (Signed) TTENRY HAYNE. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, ~ ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 


Se. &e. Se. 
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No. QO; 
Eis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.--(Received Nov. 28.) 


Sta, | Rio de Janciro, August. 1, 1826, 
Ws. haxe. the honour to. inform you, that during the Half Year, ending on- 


the 1st of July last, no Slave-vessel was brought in here for Adjudication. 
We were unable to forward this Report, at the usual time, owing to Mr. 
Hayne’s being, at that period, dangcrously ijl of an inflammatory bilious 
fever; and Mr. Cunningham laid up, in consequence of a severe fall from his 
horse ; but we are happy ta say that we are now both convalescent ; and have 


the nonour to be, &c. 
a7 . (Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning. ALEX. CUNNINGHAM. 


&e. | Se. &e. 


No. 109. 
Henry Hayne, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Reeeiwved Dec. 16.) 


Sr, Rio de Janeiro, October 26, 1826. 


' IT is with great regret that I feel myself under the necessity of earnestly 
soliciting your kind interposition, to obtain for me His Majesty’s gracious 
permission to return to England, for the purpose of re-establishing my health, 
which has of late suffered materially from the effects of the Climate. 

I am at this moment in a great state of debility, the effects of a relapse, 
after only six weeks convalescence from my late serious illness. 

I had hoped that I should have been able to have remained at my Post 
until the final abolition of the Slave-trade in this Country, which I still do 
not altogether despair of accomplishing, provided the change of air to the 
neighbouring Mountains answers the desired end, and itis only on its failure, 
and its being dcemed highly expedient by the Faculty for me to remove to 
another Climate, that I should think of availing myself of the leave of absence 
I now solicit. : 

On this plea, Sir, may I entreat that such conditional leave may be for- 
warded to me, as will warrant my quitting my Post for the recovery of my 
health. I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
&e. &e. &e. 


No. 101. 


Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to Henry Hayne, Esq. 


Sir, | Foreizn Office, December 16, 1826. 


MR. SECRETARY CANNING has reccived your Letter of the 26th of 
October 1826, and LI am directed by him to state to you, that, under the 
-circamstances which you mention, with respect to your health, Mr. Canning 
consents to your having a conditional leave to return to England for a period 
‘of six Months, if the state of your health should absolutely require it. 
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‘ You are aware that your Salary will be diminished by one half during 
your absence, and that the period of your absence cannot be counted as 


‘actual service at your Post,” in consideration of which a Pension may 
eyentually be granted to you. : a 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Juv. 


F 


flenry Hayne, Esq. 


No. 102. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 
GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 30, 1826. 
YOUR several Des 


patches, to the 26th of October last inclusive, have been 
duly received. . | 


I am, ke. 


His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


SURINAM. 


No. 103. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to Mis Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, March 13, 1826. 


WITH reference to the Treaty with the Netherlands, for the prevention 
of the Slave-trade, I have to acquaint you, that, by a Communication 
received this day from the Admiralty, it appears that the Instructions 
referred to in the said ‘Treaty, have been issued to the following Ships and 
Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy :-— 


Names. Guns. Commanders. 
TSSOP 5c caawrwennd te: A aecasic G. Harris. 
Brazen secccerveses 26 ..00.. G. W. Willes. 
Primrose ..ccecees 1S aawae Oct. V. Vernon. 
Redwing. ..ceccecees ee D. C. Clavering. 
Dispatch svevvee vee 1S Sik Robt. W. Parsons. 
Ferret .ccccccvccees 10..... » Wm. Hobson. 

, Conflict ...cccueeses ED stone Lieut. J. Chrystie. 


And that the Instructions which had been issued to His Majesty's Ships 
“« Pyramus,” “ Ariadne,” “ Bann,” “ Victor,” “ Ringdove,” and “ Grecian” 
have been recalled and cancelled. 
Iam, &c. 


His Majesty's Commisszoners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
a enpeer anS, SD 
No. 104. 


His Majesty s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning. — (Received April21.) 


Sir, - Surinam, Junuary 18, 1826. 


IN reference to the Correspondence reported in Class B. of the Papers laid 
before Parliament for the Year 1825, page 81, on the subject of the insufhi- 
ciency of the Dutch Naval Force on this Station, to prevent the fraudulent 
importation of Slaves, and the promise therein expressed by the Minister of 
His Netherlands Majesty, that measures should be adopted in order constantly 
to maintain at Surinam a Cruizer, in aid of one of the Dutch Ships-of-War 
stationed in the West Indies; we feel it our duty to acquaint you, that there 
has been no Dutch Vessel-of-War- here of any description since the 3d of 
July last, when the “ Mercure” Bri (Captain Muller) left this Pert for 
Curacoa, and that we still continue without one, notwithstanding the frequent 
prevalence of reports of Slave-ships being off the Coast, and effecting illicit 
debarkations, but of which it is almost impossible to obtain any conclusive 
‘evidence, ° 

We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) 4 CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, J. H. LANCE, 
Se. &e. &c. - 
2 
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No. 105. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, _ Foreign Office, June 28, 1826. 
ITRANSMITTED your Despatch of the 18th of January last, on the 


want of Dutch Cruizers at Surinam, to His Majesty’s Ambassador in the 
Netherlands, with Instructions to represent to the Netherlands Government 
the circumstances stated in your Gs mimuncationt and I now send to you 
the Copy of the Answer from the Netherlands Minister,* by which it 
appears that, since the Month of February last, the Dutch Brig-of-War “ De 
Valk,” has been cruizing upon that Station; and that measures have been 
taken to ensure in future the regular performance of this Service. 
Iam, &c. 


lis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
* See Class B. 


No. 106. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GFNTLEMEN, es Foreign Office, July 8, 1826. 


I SEND to you, for the information of yourselves, and of the other Gentle- 
men composing the’ Board of Commission whereof you are Members, the 
accompanying Copy of a Note, which I have recetved from Elis Netherlands 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at this Court, by which it appears that the Nether- 
lands Brig-of-War ‘“‘ Panther,” destined for the West Indies, will be fur- 
nished with a Copy of the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, and the Documents 
annexed thereto, tor the suppression of the Trafhck in Slaves. 


I am, &c. 
*, (Signed) . GEORGE CANNING. 
Ms Majesty's Commissioners. 
No. 107. 


His Maesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received July 15.) 


Sir, Surinam, May 15, 1826. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch dated 
March 13, 1826, acquainting us, that the Instructions referred to in the 
Treaty with the Netherlands for the prevention of the Slave-trade, have been 
issued to the following Ships aud Vessels of Tis Majesty’s Navy :— 


Names. Guns. Commanders. 
TLUSSOP >2.6 6S Sek AO i oue-oe G. Harris. 
Brawen .ccvccsccces 96 oicaeiers G. W. Willes. 
Primrose .secvecees 1: ae Oct. V. Vernon. 
Redwing. ...eecceess 1S cc ee D. C. Clavering. 
Dispatch .ecccceess cee R. W. Parsons. 
| a] ae ee eee 10 e520 W. Hobson. 
CONRJUCE ic iciewion ative eae Lieut. J. Chrystie. 


And that the Instructions which +had been issued to His Majesty’s Ships 
“© Pyramus,” “ Ariadne,” © Bann,” “ Fictor,” “ Ringdove,” and “ Greciax,” 
have been recalled and cancelled. 
. We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWD.-.LEFROY. 
Lhe Right Hon. George Cunning, | J. H. LANCE, 
en Sc. we. | 
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No. 108, 
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 5, 1826. 


I HAVE to acquaint you, for your information, and that of the other 
Gentlemen composing the Mixed Board of Commission, of which you are 
Members, that it appears, by a Communication from the Admiralty, under 
date of the 25th ult. that the Instructions referred to in the Treaty between 
Great Britain and the Netherlands, for the suppression of the Slave-trade, 
have been issued to the following Ships and Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy : 


Names. Guns. Commanders. 
Druid ..... eee | (ene .«~ Lieut. Chambers. 
North Star...... 28...;.... Capt. Arabin. 
Scylla ..scsees SL Bissscne loud Wm. Hobson. 
Pylades. ....0.45. |: ee G. V. Jackson. 


And that those Instructions have been recalled and cancelled which had 
been issued to His Majesty’s Ships “ Hussar,” “ Dartmouth,” « Dispatch,” 
“< Ferret,” and “ Swinger.” I am, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Ns Majesty's Commissioners. 
a ee 
No. 109. 


Eis Majesty's Commissioner's to. Ur. Secretary Canning.—(Received Dec. 18.) 


(Extract.) Surinam, September 22, 1826. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated 
May 6, 1826, accompanied by the Papers, marked A. and B., relative to the 
Slave-trade, which were presented to both Houses of Parliament by His 
Majesty’s Command, in the course of the last Session. 

(Signed) CHRIS. EDWD. LEFRUY, 
The Right Hon. George Canning. J. H. LANCE, © 
&e. &c. Sc 
a oe enn 
No. 110. 


Is Majesty's Commesstoners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—{ Received Dee. 16.) 


SiR, | Surenam, September 25, 1826. 


WE beg leave to enclose, for your Veo three Publick Documents regarding 
the Registration of Slaves in this Colony, with which we have been favoured 
by his Excellency the Governor, Numbered 1, 2 and 3, with their respective 
Translations, of which the following is a summary :-— | 


No. 1, is a Publication of his Excellency, dated the igth April 1826, for 
the purpose of putting in force a Decree of His Majesty The King of the 
Netherlands, dated 4th January 1826, whereby it is decreed :— 

Art. 1.—That the present Registers shall be enlarged by an additional 
column, in which the increase and decrease of all Slaves is to be noted. 

ArT. 2.—Evcry Proprietor to give in, upon oath, a written Declaration of 
every increase and decrease of his slaves. 

Aart. 3.—The same to be given in within 3 days in: Paramaribo, and 
within 14 days elsewhere, after. they respectively happen. . 
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Art. 4.—In default of so doing a Penalty is incurred of from 100 to 500 
guilders. 

ArT. 5.—In hei increase or decrease of the Slaves of any Person, by sale or 
purchase, the Declaration to contain the names of both Vender and Purchaser. 

Art. 6.—A Receipt to be given by the Publick Officer on the fulfilling of 
Articles 2 and 9. 

Art. 7.—The aforesaid Declarations, as soon as given in, to be motel in the 
additional column of the Yearly Registers, designated in Article 1. 

Art. 8.—In case of increase or decrease of hired Slaves, the Person hiring 
must give notice to the Owncr, within 24 hours if both ruside i in Paramaribo, 
and within 8 days if both, or cither of them, reside elsewhere, under a 
Penalty of 25 guilders for cach day’s neglect. 

‘Art. 9.—A written Declaration of all Bonds, or other Instruments affecting 
Slaves to be given in at the Capitation Tax Ofice, under pain of being held 

-void, 

Art. 10.—No name not known at the Capitation Tax Office, to be 
accepted witnout 2 known Securities, who shall be personally answerable for 
the contents of the Declaration, on neglect of which regulation the Registrar 
to be personally answerable. 

Art. 11.—No Publick Officer to pass or execute any deed, without ascer- 
taining that the Slaves thereby affected are registered, under pain of dismissal 
from his Oilice, and the act being void. 

ArT. 12 ave 13.—No Slaves to be sold or hired out at publick vendue, 
without an extract from the Registers, under pain of the Venduc-Master 
being dismissed from his Office. 

Art. 14.—No Slave to be fr eed, unless registered. 

ArT. 15..—No Sentence to be passed, or Decision made, by any Publick 
Authority, without ascertaining that the Slaves thereby affected are registered, 
uncer pain of such decision being held void. 

Art. 16.—The Fiscal to have. the superintendence of the Registry Office. . 
_ Art. 17.—On discovery of any fraud, the offenders to be dealt with accord- 
ing to Article 6 of the Decree of 18th August 1823. 

“ART. 18.—When any thing appears unsatisfactory, the Owner to be sum- 
moned. 

Art. 19.—Ilf convicted, the Slaves are forfeited to the Government, and the 
Owner dealt with according to Article 4. | 

Art. 20.—If not able to pay a fine, he is to be imprisoned from 1 to 6 
Months. 

Art. 21.—These alterations not to affect the Publication of the 18th 
August 1823, concerning the Capitation Tax. | 

Arr. 22.—All Articles affecting Owners to be applicable to their Attornies. 

Art. 23.—Extracts trom the "Registers to be furnished to every Person 
requesting the same, on payment of the Stamp-duty, and f10. if the number of | 
Slaves therein mentioned be under 20, and {20.if above 20, the said fees to be 
for the benefit of the Registrar. | 

Art. 24.—A Registrar to be appointed. | 

Art. 25.—lHe can neither own nor administer Estates. 

Art. 26.—-He is bound under pain of dismissal, to give notice to the Fiscal 
of all frauds or neglects, or even suspicion thercof. 

Art. 27.—He must attend at his Office from 8 to 11 a. M., and from 2 to 4 
p.m. every dav, Sundays and Holydays excepted, and he must be under the 
controul of the Book-kceper General. 

ArT. 28.—Whien the Registrar is by any cause detained from his Office, 
the Book- keeper General, with the Governor's sanction, to appoint a Person to 
officiate. 

ArT. 29.—The Book-keeper General to examine, verify, sign, and close the 
‘Registers at the end of every Year. 
~ Art. 30.—The Inhabitants of Nickerie to give in their Returns within 3 
days to the Landrost or Drost of that District, “whois to forward them by the 
first opportunity to the Book-kceper General. 
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Art. 31.—One third of all fines to go to the Colony Chest, one third to the 
Fiscal’s Otlice, and one third to the Registrar. | a 

ArT. 32.—This Decree to be in force from the Ist of this Month, and 
Returns of every increase and decrease of Slaves from that time to the day 
the Lists are given in, to be made within 14 days for Paramaribo, and within 
1 Month for the other parts of the Colony, to be reckoned from the Publica- 
‘tion of the Decree. 


Here follows a Description of the Forms. 


No. 2, ts a Publication of his Excellency the Governor, dated the 5th May 
1826, and made for the purpose of extending the Limitations of Articles 3, 
30 and 32 of the above Decree, by | 

Ist.—Allowing to the endof July to prepare the Registers. 

2d.—The 14 Days and 1 Month mentioned in Article 32, to be reckoned 
from the Ist of August 1826. 

3d.—The 14 Days mentioned in Article 3, are extended to 1 Month for . 
‘giving in Returns for elsewhere than in Paramaribo. 

4th.—The 3 Days mentioned in Article 30, are extended to 14 days, for thie 
Inhabitants of Nickerie to make their Returns. | 

5th.—Certificates from the Capitation Tax Office to serve in place of extracts 
from tne Registers, till the 31st July 1826. 


No. 3, is a Publication of his Excellency the Governor, dated the 19th 
April 1826, whereby a Registrar is appointed with a fixed Salary of 12,000 
guilders, Surinam Currency, in place of the Fees mentioned in Article 23, 
which are to go into the Culonial Chest. 


We hope and trust that these measures will at length put an end to that 
abominable Traffick against which they are directed, and which, notwith- 
standing all that has been done before, we have strong grounds for believing 
has been till very lately carried: on, though on a limited scale; but the pre- 
cautions taken by these interested have been so great, that we have not heen 
able to procure evidence sufficient to justify an application on our parts to the 
Giovernor on the subject. We have the honour to be, &c. hee 

(Signed) CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY. 
| 3 | J.H. LANCE. | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, ae 3 

&e. Se. &c. | 


First Enclosure in No. 110.. _ (Translation.} 


Publication of the Governor of Surinam, 19th April 1826. 
- $826. | OFFICIAL PAPER. |  . Nol. 


Publication. 


Whereby is put into execution The King’s Decree of the 4th January 1826, No, 92, containing 
some further Limitations and Provisions to amplify the Registers of the Slave Population in 
- this Colony, to serve as an efficacious curb to the Sluve-trade, 


We Abraham de Veer, Knight of the Order of the Belgic Lion, Major-General in the 
Service of His Majesty ‘The King of the Netherlands, Governor of the Colony of 
Surinam, and Commander-in-Chief over the Land and Sca Forces within the 
same, &c. &c. &c. ' 


To all who shall see or hear read these ‘Presents, greeting, be it known: 


WHEREAS it has pleased His Majesty The King, by His Majesty's Decree of the 4th of Jan- 
nasy of this Year, 1826, No. 92, to make some further Limitations and Provisions to amplify the 
Registers of the Slave Population in this Colony, to serve as an efficacious curb to the Slave-trade. 

And whereas his Excellency the Minister for the Navy and Colonies, entrusted with the execu- 
tion of the said Decree, has sent us a Copy of the same, in his Letter dated 24th January afore- 
said, La-I, No. 98 | 3, with orders to adopt the most proper measures for the speedy and due 
execution of the Limitations thereby made : awe 4 : 

Having heard the deliberations and advice of oT confidential Court; | . 
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We, therefore insert the aforesaid Royal Decree in these Presents, as follows : 


No. 92.—We William, by the Grace of God, King of the Netherlands, Prince of Orange- 
| Nassau, Grand Duke of Luxembourg, &c. &c. &c. 


Considering that the Registers of the Slave Population, that are at present held in the Colony 
inf Surinam, can be properly rendered serviceable to the eficacivusly curbing uf the Slave-trade, 
dy the ordaining of some further Limitations and Provisions 
e ee Report of our Minister for the Navy and Colonies, of the 16th December last, La. J. 

0. 68. , 

Having seen the Joint Report of our Minister of Justice, and of the Department of Foreign 

Affairs of the 28 | 31 of the said Month No. 67 | 22. 
. Having renewed the Report of our Minister for the National Industry and Colonies, of the 4th 
December 1824, No. 28 | 491, likewise that of our Minister of Justice and of Foreigu Aflairs of 
the 29 | 31 theteunto next ensuing, La. P. No. 5., 

Have decreed and do decree : 


Arr. 1.—The Registers that are held at’ the Office of the Capitation Tax, according to the 
Lists, which, as ordained by the Publication of the Governor and Court of the 18th Angust 1823, 
are rendered in to the said Office, of the Families and Individuals, who inhabit the said Coluny, 
and also of their proper slaves, shall be enlarged by a column of Mutations, in order therein 
successively to mark the increase or decrease that may take place in the number of the slaves 
since the last Yearly List rendered in, uutil the date of the rendering in the ensuing List. 


Art. 2.—Every Owner of slaves shall be bound and held to render in to the Office of the 
Capitation Tax a written Declaration, undersigned by him, and made ander presentation of oath, 
-of all increases and decreases which, after the viving in of his Yearly List to the said Office, may 
take place in the number of his slaves, either by birth, death, purchase, sale, donation, exchanye, 
or in whatsoever otber manner ;_ in which Declaration the name of the thereby denominated slave 


must be distinctly expressed. 


Art. 3.—The declarations of all increases and decreases in the number of the slaves, such as 
the sume are designated in the foregoing Article, must be gven in within the time of 3 days, for 
as much as relates to the Town of Paramaribo, and within the time of a fortnight for as tar as 


the suid changes might happen elsewhere. 


Arr. 4,—Every Owner who purchases, sells, gives away, Or obtains by donation, a slave, or 
from whose female slave a child is born, also whose slave dies, or to whom, in whatever munner, 
‘any increase or decrease “1 the number of his slaves occurs, after or since the giving in of his last 
Yearly List, and who should not make Declaration thereof within the period prefixed by the 
foregoing Article, shall, in similar manner as is limited by Article 6 of the aforesaid Publication 
of the lath Auguste 1823, forfeit a fine of not less than one bundred guilders (f100.) and of not 
more than five hundred guilders (f500.) sinless he should prove sati-factorily to the Judge that he 
Lh -d no earlier notice of the increases or decreases that have taken place in the number of his 


slaves after the giving in.of his last Yearly List. 


Arr. 5.—Wher the increase or decrease in the number of the slaves arises from transfer of 
Ownership, the Declaration thereof is to contain as well the name of the Persou by whom the 
slave is transferred, as that of the Person to whom he is transferred, also the nature or title of the 
transfer, and by default of any of these requisites, the Declarations are not to be accepted at the 
Office of the Capitation Tax, and are to be considered as not made. 


*< Agr. 6.—In testimony of the giving“in ot the Declarations required by Article 2 and Article 

9 of this Decree, a due Receipt shall be given by the Publick Officer hereatter to be designated, 
on which Receipt the date of the Month, and the number of the Year are to be noted, not iu 
ciphers but in jetters. 


Art. 7.—As soon as the aforesaid Declarations are given in at the Office of the Capitation 
Tax, the contents of the same shall be noted in the Registers of the Yearly Lists, iv the a of 
Mutations, designated by Article | of this Decree. | 


Art. 8.—When a child is born of a female-slave during the time that she is either hired by 
contract, or by any other agreement bound in the service of any other Person than her Owner, or 
when a slave that, in a similar manner, is engaged in another's service, dics during that period, 
the hirer or holder of the same shall give notice thereof to the Owner within the time of twenty- 
four bours, if both are residing at Paramatibo, and within the time of eight days if both, or either 
of them, are residing elsewhere, under penalty of a fine of twenty-five guilders (f25.) for every 
day's neglect ot so doing. | 


Arr. 9 —A writcen Declaration of all bonds affecting slaves, whether the same be bound or 
mortgaged, separately or jointly, ‘with the immoveable properties, whereto’ they belong, and 
whether such bond or mortgage be made privately, or before a Notary Publick, sball be given in 
at the Office of the Capitation Tax, by the Party concerned, in the form prescribed by Article 2, 
+1 order that the same may be duly noted in the Registers of the Yearly Lists in the Column of 
Mutations, and in default thereof the same Mortgage or Bond given in favour of a third Person 
shall be held null and void. . | 

Arr: 10:—In case in any of the Declarations, designated by the foregoing Articles, the name 
of any Person slrould appear, who is unknown in the Registers at the Office of the Capitation — 
Tax, such a Declaration shall not be accepted unless the same be undersigued by two Sureties, 
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Anown at the said Office:; and to the said Signature is hereby attached this effect or consequerice 
that the same two Sureties are held perzonally answerable for the contents of the same Declaration, 
and for the judicial consequence thereof, and this responsibility shall devolve on the Pnbl'ck 
Officer appointed to keep the Registers, in case be should, without having taken the above pres- 
cribed precaution, have accepted and entered in the Registers, any Declaration in which may 
appear any name, either of a Purchaser or of a Seller, whichever it may be, who is not known in 
the Registers held at the Office of the Capitation Tax ; and besicles the said resnonsibility, such 
correction is hereby reserved as his Superiors may judge proper to give to him on this account. 


Art. 11.—Itis hereby most strictly prohibited to every Publick Officer or Authority to pass or 
execute, or to allow the same to be passed or executed before him, any act regarding the 
transfer of the Ownership of slaves under whatsoever title, or of hiring out, mortgaging or binding 
of slaves, unless it tully appear that such slave or slaves are known in the Registers of the Lists 
which must appear by the citing the number and letter of the Books, under the penalty of the 
same act being void; and that the Publick Officers, who shall have acted contrary to this pro- 
hibition, be dismissed from their Offices. 


Art. 12.—No slaves shall be sold at publick auction, unless it shall have appeared to the 
Vendue Master, from a cue extract, that the same are known in the Registers of the Lists, under 
penalty of being deprived of his Office; and the Commissaries for the Vendues, who are thereto 
appointed out of the Body of the Court of Policy, are. ordered to attend most strictly hereto, 


Arr. 13.—Neither shall any slaves be publickly rented out unless it appear, from a due Extract 
to the Publick Officer before whom this renting out takes place, that the same are known in the 
Registers, under penalty that the said Publick Officer be immediately dismissed from bis Office. 


Arr 14.—No revard shall be paid by the Court of Policy to any Petition, requesting to be 
‘authorized to act as Curator for a slave, in order to petition for Letters of Freedom for the same, 
nor to any Petition to obtain the said Letters, unless the Petition, in both cases, be accompanied 
by an Extract to prove that the slave thereby concerned is known in the Registers of the Lists. 


Arr. 15.—It is not allowed to any Publick Authority whatsoever to give any Appointment, 
Sentence, or Decision, in any case regarding the transfer of Ownership, or the hiring or binding 
out of slaves, before having been convinced, from a due Extract, that the same slave or slaves are 
kuown in the Registers of the Lists, under penalty that such Decision be annulled. 


Agr. 16.—It is enjoined to the Councillor Fiscal to take the utmost possible care for the strict 
ertormance of all the limitations in general contained in this Decree; in particular he shall be 
obliged to look over the Registers of the Lists in the Month of March of every Year, to examine 
and compare the same with the Quarterly Reports of the Captains of the several Burgher Divi- 
sions, likewise with the Registers of former Years, for which purpose the Secretary of the Court 
shall lay before the Councillor Fiscal, when thereto required, the said Quarterly Reports in the 
original, upon receiving a Receipt for the same; and the Councillor Fiscal is bound to give in to 
the Governor a summary Report of the result of his aforesaid Investigations, over anc above 
which as reserved to the Councillor Fiscal the power to proceed to similar overlookings, examinae 


. é 


tions and comparisons, as often as he judges necessary. : 


Art. 17.—When it has appeared to the Councillor Fiscal, either from the like overlooking, 
examining or comparing, or in whatever other manner, that a Person has become Owner of one 
or more slaves, without having ascertained that the same, at the time of the transfer of Ownership, 
were known in the Registers of the slaves, unless such Person had become Owner of such slave or 
slaves, directly by way of legal importation, or also when it bas therefrom appeared to the Coun- 
cillor Fiscal that a Person has become Owner of a slave without having had the slave or slaves 
transferred to his name, within the period limited by this Decree, or likewise, when, from the © 
aforesaid examining, it should appear to him that no Declaration has been made within the fixed 
period, of the decrease that any Owner has experienced in the numberof his slaves, he shall, 
altbongh the Declaration of the former and the latter case might have been made afterwards, 
nevertheless always be held and bound to act against the Defaulters, by applying such punishments 
as are decreed by Article 6 ef the aforementioned Publication of the [8th August 1823, and 
which is referred to in Article 4 of our present Decree. 


Arr 18.—Ifit should appear to the Councillor Fiscal, from the overlooking, examining, and 
comparing of the Registers, that, in the Yearly Lists, slaves are mentioned who do not appear in 
the List of the foregoing Year, and of whose acquisition, nevertheless, no annotation be found in 
the Column of Mutations, he shall be held to make the necessary enquiry thereinto, and summon 
the Owner to declare in what manner he has acquired the possession of such slave. 


Arr. 19.—When, from the proceedings, that, according to both the foregoing Articles are to 
be instituted, by the Councillor Fiscal, it should not be convincingly proved by the Owners, that 
such slave or slaves as have not been entered in the Registers of the Lists, ur not been done so 
within the prefixed period, are born in the Colony of Surinam, or legally imported into the same, 
such slave or slaves shall be declared to be forfeited to the disposal of Government, and shall be 
dealt with in such manner as will be found right, without doing away with the punishments pre- 
scribed by Article 4, against the defaulting Owners. OO 


Arr. 20.—In case of total inability to pay the fine decreed ‘by the aforementioned Publication 
of the 18th August 1823, and by this Decree, the punishment for such Defaulters may-be com- 
muted for an imprisonment from one to six Months, the expences: of which shall be paid out of 
the Colony Chest, reserving, however, the right of recovering the same, when the said Defaulters 
do at any time become able to refund the same. 
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Art. 21.—Notwithstanding the new obligations laid on the Owners of slaves by our present 
Decree, the Yearly Lists prescribed by the Publication of the 18th August 1823, do still remain 
as the basis of the Capitation Tax, so that the said Tax shall be due for those slaves only that 
were in possession of the Owner on the Ist of January of each Year. : 


Art. 22.—All the Articles of this Decree regarding the Owners, are likewise applicable to 
their Attorneys, or Representatives, who, accordingly, in case of transgression, shall incur the 
same puuishments, as are hereby decreed against the defaulting Owners. 


Art. 23,—To all and every one, Extracts of the Registers shall be given at their request, pro- 
wided they do pay, besides the Stamp duty, ten guilders (ti0.) for the Extract when the number 
of the slaves therein mentioned be less than 20, and twenty guilders (f20.) when the number do 
surpass 20; from this payment, however, are exempted the Publick Authorities, to whom such 
Extracts might be requisite:in the exercise of their functions, which shall in such case be given 
gratis; and further, the said fees shall be for the profit of the Publick Officer, who is to be nomi- 
nated by the following Article. 


Art. 24.—To do the work arising from this Decree, a separate Publick Officer shall be ap- 
pointed and attached to the Office of the Capitation Tax; this Officer shall have to attend to the 
establishing, continuation, and keeping of the Registers, in the manner limited by this Decree, 
and shall be personaily answerable therefor. 


ArT. 25.—The said Officer shall not bold any administration of Estates or Grounds, nor be in 
any manner concerned therein. 


ArT. 26.—Though it is enjoined to the Councillor Fiscal to overlook the Registers from time 
to time, the aforesaid Officer shall, nevertheless, be bound, on penalty of forfeiting his Situation, 
to give notice to the Fiscal's Office of such fraud, or neglect regarding this institution, as may be 
dliscovered or even suspected by him. 


ArT. 27.—He must officiate daily for the Publick Service, from 8 to 11 in the Forenoon, and 
fiom 2 to 4 in the Afternoon, Sundays and Holydays excepted, and shall furtbermore regulate | 
himself, after such further instructions, as shall be given to him by the Councillor Contoller of 
the Finances, under whose superintendence he is placed. 


ArT, 23.—In case of any impediment, whereby he might for a lesser or longer time be de- 
tained trom his functions, the Councillor Controller of the Finances shall, under the approbation 
of the Governor, appoint another Functionary attached to the Department of the Finances. 


Art. 29.—The Registers of the Lists shall be quoted on the first and last page, and further be 
marked with the initials of the Councillor Controller of the Finances in every page, in the Month 
of January of every Year ; the same shall likewise be verified and closed by the Coimcillor Con- 
troller of the Finances at the expiration of every Year. 


Art. 30.—1a order to accommodate the Inhabitants of the Upper and Lower Districts of 
Nickerie, the eame shall render in, within the time of 3 days, to the Land Prost, or to the Drost 
of the said Districts, the required written Declarations of all increases or decreases that may occur 
in the number of their slaves since abe rendering in of their Yearly Lists, which Declarations 
must be made out as is limited by this Decree ; and the Land Drost and Drost shall be obliged to 
send in the said Declarations by the first opportunity, to the Councillor Controller of the F inances, 
in order to enter thei) into the Office of the Capitation Tax, and in the Registers. 


ArT. 31!.—By alteration of what is with regard hereto ordained, by the frequently mentioned 
Publication of the 1th August 1823, all fines, arising as well from the said Publication, as from 
our present Decree, shall devolve one third part thereof to the Colony Chest, one third partto the 
Fiscai’s Office, and one third part to the Officer who has charge of the Registers. 


Agt. 32.—This Decree shall be considered to be put in force from the Ist of this Month, and 
those concerned shull be obliged to give in Lists of all Increases or Decreases that have occurred 
in the number of their slaves, from the Ist of this Month to the day they give in these Lists, 
which is to be done within a fortnight for as far as regards the Town of Paramaribo, and within 
a month for as far as relates to the further Part of the Colony, both to be reckoned from the day 


r 


of the publication of this Decree. 
And our Minister for the Navy and Colonies is charged with the execution of this Decree, and 


the same shall be made known to our Minister of Justice, and to the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, 3 | 


' Giyen at the Hague, this 4th day of January, in the Year 1826, the thirteenth of Our Reign. — 
- 3 : (Signed) WILLIAM. 


By His Majesty's Command, (Signed) J. G. pe Mey van STREEFKERK. 
Agrees with its Original, The Greffier at the State Secretary’s Office, 


A true Copy, | (Signed) L. H. Exias Scuoven, 
The Secretary General of the Ministry for the Navy and Colonies, 
(Signed) © Quartes van Urronp, 


And we, therefore, furthermore, adhering to the limitations of the Publication of the Governor 
aud Court of the 18th August 1823, Official Paper No. 5, have ordained the Five Forms of De- 
Clarations hereafter mentioned, to be observed by all and every one at the giving in of their 
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Declarations, according to the tenour of His Majesty's aforewritten Decree, for which end the 
said’ Forms sball be obtainable at the Office of ihe Capitation Tax, viz :— 


Form of declaring the Birth of Slaves. 

Form of declaring the Death of Slaves. 

Form of declaring the Increase of One's Slaves, arising from purchase or any other tit'e. 
Form of declaring the Decrease of One’s Slaves, arising from sale or any other title. 
Form of declaring the Pledging of Slaves. 
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And do Command and Order that these Presents shall be duly published, affixed, inserted in 
the Official Papers, and in the Newspapers of this Colony, and also sent round through the 
different Divisions and Districts of this Colony, from Plantation to Plantation, and be made 
generally known by these means, in order that every one do regulate himself hereafter : 
And we do, in the Name of His Majesiy The King, forbid the transgression of His Majesty's 
aforewritten Laws, within this Colony, under the penalties therein mentioned, the execution 
whereof shall be strictly and severely attended to. 


Done at Paramaribo, in the Colony of Surinam, the 19th of April, in the Year 1826, the 


thirteenth of His Majesty’s Reign. (Signed) DE VEER. 
By his Excellency’s Command, The Secretary of Government, 
(Signed) J. G. RINGELING. 
Published the 2Ist next ensuing, The Secretary of Government, 
(Signed) J. G. Rincevine. 
Translated from the Official Paper issued and published in this Colony, 
Paramaribo, the 31st July 1826. (L.S.) (Signed) J.G. RINGELING, 


Sworn Translator. 
No. 129. Seen for legalisation of the signature of J.G. Ringeling, Esq. sworn Translator iu this 


Colony. The Major-General, Governor of Surinam, 
Paramaribo, the 3\st July (826. (L. 8S.) (Signed) DE VEER. 
By his Excellency’s Command, The Secretary of Government, 
(Signed) . J. G. RiwGexine. 
Second Enclosure in No. 110. (Translation.) 


Publication of the Governor of Surinam, 5th of May 1826. 


1826. OFFICIAL PAPER. No. 2. 
Publication. | 


Whereby are extended Article 32, also Articles 3 and 30, of the Decree of His Majesty The King, 
of the 4th of January 1826, No. 92, regarding the Registers of the Slave Population in thts 
Colony, put in force by the Publication contained in the Official Paper ot this Year, No. 1. 


We, Abraham de Veer, Knight of the Order of the Belgic Lion, Major-General in the 


Service of His Majesty The King of the Netherlancs, Governor of the Colony of Su-° 


‘rinam, and Commander-in-Chiet over the Land and Sea Forces within the same, 
. &c. &c. &c. 
To all who shall see or hear read these Presents, greeting, be it known: 


WHEREAS experience has taught that a longer period than that which has been hereto pre- 
fixed, is required to establish and keep the Registers of the Slave Population amplified with a 
column of Mutations, and, through those means, duly to execute the limitations of the Decree of 
His Majesty The King, dated 4th of January of this Year, No. 92, published in this Colony on 
the 21st of April last, and contained in the Official Paper of this Year, No. 1, and further to con- 
tinue the same by the booking of the Mutations that have occurred from the Ist of January of this 
Year, and will occur in future, as is prescribed to be done by the limitations of His Majesty's said 
Decree ; likewise, that longer periods must be granted for the sending in of the Declarations from 
Plantations, in order not to expose the Planter to the loss of the labour of bis able workmen, 
through the necessity of sending, at every occasion, Boats to Paramaribo to carry over the said 
Declarations, = . 

And whereas, by virtue of the Order given to us by his Excellency the Minister, by his Letter of 
the 24th of January last, No. 98 | 3, to adopt the most proper measures tor the due, as well as for 
the speedy, execution of the Limitations made by the aforesaid Royal Decree, we have, with the 
advice of our confidential Court, resolved to provide fur the aforewritten impediment, by means of 
further limitations, to the best effect. | . 

‘Therefore, we do amplify and extend the Limitations of Article 32 in particular, and also of 
Article 3, and of Article 30, of the said Decree, aud accordingly do ordain as follows : 


Art. 1.—To establish the Registers of the Slave Population, amplified with a column of Mu- 
tations, as prescribed by Lhe King’s Decree of the 4th of January 1526, No. 92, and the writing 
of the said Registers, time is allowed to the last of the Month ot July of this Year to the Officer 
appointed for the said Registers, to whom two Assistants are added 5 and the said Registers muse 


be in readiness at that time. | 
2U 
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Art. 2.—The period of 14 days and of a Month, within which, according to Article 32 of the 
aturesaid Royal Decree, the Declarations are prescribed to be done of all increases and decreases 
occurred in the number of the slaves, from the Jst of January of this Year to the day of the giving 
in of the Dectaration, shall be reckoned to begin with the Ist of the Mouth of August of this 
Year; and the said Declarations must be given in to the Registration Office within the first 14 
days, as for Paramaribo, and before the last day of that Month, as for Plantations, and all the 
Weclarations of each Deponent must be contained in one Document, according to the forms pre- 
scribed. 


Art. 3.—A period of a Month is, by extension, granted, instead of 14 days, to give in the 
Declarations ordained by Article 3 of the Decree, from elsewhere than of Paramaribo, it being, 
however, understood, that such Declarations shall coutain all the Mutations that have occurred 
trom the first to the last of each Month. 


Art. 4.—A period of 14 days is granted instead of that of 3 days, stipulated by Article 30 
of the Decree, to the giving in of the Declarations by the Inhabitants of the Upper and Lower 
Districts of Nickerie, to the Land-Drost, and to the Drost of the said Districts; this, however 
only tor as far as the said Inhabitants reside on Plantations, a 


ArT. 5.—In the Cases stated in Article 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, of the said Decree, wherein 
Extracts of the Registers are required, it will, during the intercourse or interlapse from the pub- 
lication of the Decree on the 21st of April last to the 3ist of the Month of Julv next, inclusive 
suffice to produce Certificates of the Oitice of the Capitation ‘Tax to prove that the slave or slaves 
thereby concerned is or are known on the Yearly Lists. | 


And for the rest, all the Limitations of His Majesty's aforesaid Decree remain in full force and 
effect. | | | 

And we do ordain and command that these Presents be duly published, affixed, inserted in the 
Official Papers and in the Newspapers of this Colony ;. also, that Copies of the same be sent to 
circulate from Plantation to Plantation, through the several Divisions and Districts ot this Colony 
and be made generally known through these means, that every Person do conform to the same. ° 


Done at Paramaribo, in the Colony of Surinam, the 5th of May, in the Year 1826, the thir- 


teenth of His Majesty's reign. (Signed) DE VEER. 
By command of his Excellency the Secretary of Government, 
(Signed) J.G, Rincexine. 
Published on the 6th thereunto next ensuing, The Secretary of Government, 
(Signed) J.G. Rincevine, 


Translated from the printed Copies, issued in this Colony of Surinam, 
Parimuribo, the \st of August 1826. (L.S.) (Signed) J.G. Rincevinec, Sworn Translator. 


No, 131— Seen for legalisation of the Signature of J. G. RinGELING, Esq. Sworn Trane 
later in this Colony. 


Paramaribo, st of August 1826. The Major-General, Governor of Surinam, 
. (L.S ) (Signed) Di VEER. 
By his Excellency’s Command, Lhe Secretary of Government, 


(Signed) = J. G. Rincexine, 


Third Enclosure in No. 110. (Translation.) 


Publication of the Governor of Surinam, April 19, 1826. ~ 


Paramaribo, Wednesday the 19th April, 1826.—No. 80. 


N B. It is hereby requested, that at the citing of these Presents, the Date and Number of the same 
be likewise punctually mentioned. 


We, Abraham de Veer, Knight of the Order of the Belgic Lion, Major-General in the 

Service of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, Governor of the Colony of Suri- 

nam, and Commander-in-Chiet over the Land and Sea Forces within the same, &c.. 

&e., &e. : eoNcet 

HAVING read the Letter, dated 24th January of this Year, Littera J. No. 98 [ 3, of his 
Excellency the Minister tor the Navy and Culonies, wherein his Excellency encloses to us a Cop 

ut the Decree of His Majesty ‘Tbe King, dated the 4th of the said Mouth of January, No. 92 Fe 

which it has pleased His Majesty to make some further Limitations and Provisions to simplify the 

Slave Regi-ters in this Colony, in order to serve as an efficacious curb against the Blavetnade ant 

further his Excellency, as being entrasted with the execution of the said Decree, enipowers isto 
adupt the most proper measures for the speedy and due execution of the Limitations therein con- 

tained, and furthermore, his Excellency, as empowered by His Majesty, authorizes us to fix and 

appoint a Salary for the Publick Officer designated in Articles 23, 24, and 25 of His Majesty’s De- 

crce, and who is to be nominated by us to do the work arising trom the said Decree, a minimum 

of the fees, which said Functionary has to demand and receive, for his profit, according tu the 
tenour of the said Article 23, on whicb said Minimumaccordingly he might reckon and rely as a stated 
{income ; and with regard whereto his. Excellency the Minister will expect our Repert and Pro- 

posal, iu order to solicit His Majesty’s sanction thercon ; 
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Having heard the deliberations and advice of our confidential Court ; 
Have found proper and resolved : 
In fulfilment of the aforesaid Ministerial Order, and to’the putting into effect of the aforesaid 


Decree of His Majesty, dated 4th January of this Year, No. 92, to issue and execute the follow- 


ing Publication, as its tenour purports : 


t 


(F. J.) 3 
[See the Official Paper of this Year, No. 1.] 
Under higher sanction, by alteration of the Clause of Article 23, of the aforesaid. Royal Decree ; 


to order, as we do by these Presents, that the fees, designated and alluded to by the said Article, — 


shall be held to the profit of, and paid to the Publick Treasury in this Colony, and that instead 
thereof, a stated Salary shall be appointed and allowed to the Publick Officer, which, according to 
Article 24 of the Decree, is to be nominated to do the work of the Registers, on which stated 
Salary the same might reckon and rely as a stated income, over and aboye which the one third 
part of all fines to be incurred and arising from His Majesty's said Decree, as well as from the 
Publication of the Governor and Court of the 18th August 1823, contained in the Official Paper 
of that Year, No. 5, femains allowed to the said Functionary in pursuance of Article 31 of the 
said Decree. . 

To nominate and appoint, as we do nominate and appoint by these Presents, A. A. Boers, Esq., 
at present Archivist at the Secretary's Office of the Court of Policy and Criminal Justice of this 
Colony, as Publick Officer, to do the work of the said Registers. accarding to the Limitations of the 
said Decree, on a fixed Salary of 12,000 guilders, Surinam currency, Yearly, to be reekoned from 
the 21st of this Month; also on the one third part of the afore-mentioned eventual fines ; and the 
said A. A. Boers shall accordingly resign the said Office of Archivist, and the Yearly Salary of 

4,000 guilders, Surinam currency, thereunto attached, shall cease with the 20th of this Month. 
_ To cause Copies of these Presents to be sent to all the competent Authorities, with Conductory 
Letters where requisite, in order duly to execute the Limitations of these Presents, and of the 
afore-mentioned Publication. pier itt a 

To cause a Copy hereof to be sent to the nominated Publick Officer Boers, to serve as his Com- 
Mission, to whom it is hereby enjoined to be sworn to the Office upon him conferred, also to fill 
and send in before the last of this Month tothe Board of Administration of the Pension Fund, the 
List or Statement in triplicate, as required by the Regulation of the said Fund. 

° (Signed) DE VEER. 


. By his Excellency’s command, ‘The Secretary of Government, | . oe 
| | | | (Signed) J.G. Rineriine. — 
Agrees with the Original. . The Secretary of Government, © = = 7 
(Signed) J. G. Rincerine. 
(Addressed) To the Mixed Court for the Abolition of Slave-trade, established. in the Colony 


of Surinam. For a true Copy, the Secretary of the Mixed Court, for the Abolition of Slave- 
trade. 2 ¢ | (Signed) G. De Veer. 


Translated from the aforesaid true Copy, written in the Dutch Language. 
Paramaribo, the 31st July 1826. (L.S.) (Signed) ‘J. G. Rincetine, Sworn Translator, 


No. 127.—Seen for Legalisation of the Signature of J. G. Rincerine, Esq. sworn Trans- 


- 0. 


-lator in this Colony. . , The Major-General, Governor of Surinam, 
Paramaribo, the 31st July 1826. (L. S.) (Signed) DE VEER, 


By his Excellency's Command, = The Secretary of Government, . . ...- 
| (Signed) = J. G. Rincegrine. 
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No. 111. 


ar an! 


J. H. Lance, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning:—(Received December 18.) 


Sir, | Surinam, September :25, 1826. 

HAVING in the last dry Season experienced a very severe attack of sick- 
ness, from the effects of which I am not yet perfectly recovered, and a change 
. to a colder Climate being recommended to, me by my Medical Advisers, I 
should feel most sensibly obliged, if you, Sir, would have the goodness to pro- 
cure His Majesty’s permission for me to pass a few Months in England in the 
ensuing Year, for the purpose ot re-establishing my health. 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, {Signed) J. H. LANCE. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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No. 112. 
Ets Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received Dec. 18.) 


Sir, Surinam, October 14, 1826. 


_WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several Despatches 
' of tlie presctit Yeat, dated June 28th 1826, and July 8th 1826, with their 
respective Enclosures. We have the honour to be, &c. 
2 (Signed) CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY. 
The Rieht Hon. George er J. H. LANCE. 
C. c 


&e. 


No. 113. 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to J. H. Lance, Esq. 


Sik, Foreign Office, December 29, 1826. 


MR. SECRETARY CANNING has received your Letter of the 25th of 
September 1826; and I am directed by him to state to you, that, under the 
cireumstances which you mention, with respect to your health, Mr. Canning 
éénsents to grant you permission to return to England, in the ensuing 
Year, for a period ot 6 Months, if the state of your health should require it. 

You are aware that your Salary will be diminished by one-half during your 
absence, and, that the time during which you are absent, cannot be counted 
in that period of “ actual service at your Post,”.in consideration of which a 
Pension may eventually be granted to you. ; 

am, &c. 


oS. AL. Linet, eq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun. 


No. 114. 
Mr. Secretaty Canting to His Majesty's Commissioners. 


(GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 30, 1826. 


I HAVE received your Despatches up to the 14th of October 1826. 

- His Mayesty’s Government have learnt with much satisfaction, the Regula- 
tions which have been adopted for the Registration of Slaves in Surinam, 
with a view to the more effectual suppression of any attempts which might be 
made to carry on an illegal Traffick in Slaves in that Country. : 

: J send to you, for your information, the accompanying Copy of a Despatch 
which, by His Majesty's Command, I have addressed upon this sabyect to 
His Majesty’s Ambassador at the Court of The King of ‘the Netherlands.* 


| Iam, &c. 
Tis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) | GEORGE CANNING. 


* See Class B. 


Printed by R. G. Clarke, at the London Gazette Office, Cannon- Row, Westminster. 


Class B. - 


CORRESPONDENCE 


FOREIGN POWERS, 


THE SLAVE TRADE. 


1826—1827. 


Presented to both Houses of Parliament, by Command of His Majesty, 
1827. 
ee 


LONDON: . 


PRINTED BY R. G. CLARKE, 


AY THE LONDON GAZETTE OFFICE, CANNON-ROW, WESTMINSTER. 
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Class B. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH 


FOREIGN POWERS. 


SPAIN. 


No. 1. 
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received May 1.) 


(Extract.) a Madrid, April 22, 1826. 
-I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches to the 
25th February, upon the Slave-trade. 

All complaints on this subject are at present answered, by a reference to 
the Orders recently transmitted to the Havannah. The Duke of Infantado 
declares his hope and belief, that these will be fully executed ; and asserts 
the continuation of the determination of His Catholick Majesty to co-operate 
effectually in putting down this T'rafhck. | 

It has lately been represented to me, that Vessels have been fitted out at 
Cadiz, for the purpose of trading for Slaves on the Coast of Africa; but I 
have been deterred from speaking upon the subject to the Duke of Infantado, 
by the knowledge that their equipment was completed at Gibraltar. In con- 
firmation of this, I enclose a Copy of a Letter from His Majesty’s Consul at 
Cadiz to General Don. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) F. LAMB. 
§c. 


&c. Se. 


Enclosure in No. 1. = 
J. M. Brackenbury, Esq. to the Lieut.-Governor of Gibraitar. 
Sir, British Consulate, Cadiz, February 23, 1826. 


I HAVE but a moment to save the Post, and must therefore briefly state, 


that, if your Excellency will be pleased to cause enquiry, whether a Vessel 


called the ‘‘ Cantabro” be now in the Port of Gibraltar, you will find that 


she is completing her Outfit for a Slave Adventure. 
She sails under French Colours, and belongs to a wealthy Merchant in 
this City, named Joaquim de Trueba. | 
Policies of Insurance are this day underwriting upon that Vessel ; the risk 
from Gibraltar to the Coast of Africa, thence with a Cargo of Slaves to Cuba. 
Your Excellency, upon this information, will, I presume, have no difficulty 
in causing search to be made. | 7 
. The last Voyage which the ‘‘ Cantabro” made was very quick, and very 
1 , 
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profitable to the Owner. So rapidly does she sail, that, having fallen in with 
one of our Cruizers on the Coast of Africa, with a Cargo of Slaves on board, 
she sailed her out of sight in a few hours. This fact was stated as an induce- 
ment to the Underwriters for the present voyage. 

have, &c. 

HE. General Sir George Don, Bart. (Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY. 


§c. &c. &e. 


No. 2. 


The Right Hon, F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received May 1.) 


(Extract.) Madrid, April 22, 1826. 


AFTER the receipt of your Despatch upon the subject, I took an early 
opportunity of proposing to the Duke of Infantado, the removal of the Mixed 
Commission from Sierra Leone to the Island of Fernando Po. Having suc- 
ceeded in disposing him favourably to the measure, I wrote to him upon the 


subject, and have the honour to enclose Copies of my Note, and of his Answer. . 


This not appearing to me sufficiently explicit, [ applied to him on the 17th 
of April, before which day I had been unable to see him, after the receipt of 


his Note, to learn from whom he expected the further circumstantial details 


which he demands; and whether he thought of employing any Persons to 
procure them. He answered, that he did not; and that he expected them 
from the British Government: I then enquired to what points these details 
related, whether to the agreements to be made with the Inhabitants, and to 
the possibility of erecting habitations ; remarking, that the practicability 
of these arrangements could only be ascertained by their execution. He 


replied, that these were the points to which his Note adverted, and that when-. 


ever I could notify to him that the Commission could be lodged on the Island, 
His Catholick Majesty would name a Commissioner to proceed there. 

I then enquired, whether, if my Government should wish it, he would give 
me these explanations in writing : he professed his readiness to do so. , 


The Right Hon. George Canning, . (Signed) F. LAMB. 
&e. Se. Se. , 


First Enclosure in No. 2. 


The Right Hon. F. Lamb to the Duke of Infantado. 


Madrid, February 12, 1826. 


THE Undersigned, &c. is directed to state to his Excellency the Duke of 
Infantado, His Catholick Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, that his 
Government has given due attention to the Aemensaaice: which have been 
repeatedly made by the Courts of Madrid and Lisbon, against the unhealthi- 
ness of Sierra Leone, as the Seat of the Mixed Commissions for the Sup- 
pression of the Slave-trade. 

The provision of the Treaties is, that one only of each Commission shall 
sit within the Dominions of Spain and Portugal, the other within those of 
His Majesty. The British Government has hitherto objected to the Proposals 
which have been inade, for the removal of the Commnission to some more 
salutary Residence, only because the Places proposed to be substituted have 
been always under the. Dominion, and in the actual Occupation, of one or 
other of the Powers proposing the Change. - 

One Spot bas at length been pointed out, which is not liable to this objec- 


tion, the Island of Fernanda Po, in Latitude 3. 30. North, Longitude 8. 0. 


’ East, and wholly without any European Occupation. ‘It is situated in the 
heart of the Slave-trade, its Climate is salubrious, and the Soil sufficiently 


> 
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fertile. There is reason to believe, that, by an amicable arrangement with the 
Natives (the only Inhabitants now upon the Island), some Situation, fitted 
for the reception of the Mixed Commission, may be peaceably occupied ; and 
af the Spanish Government concur in the suggestion, Great Britain will take 
upon herself the expence of their convenient Establishment. . 
The Undersigned, &c. | 7 ~ 
ks Excellency the Duke of Infantado, (Signed) F. LAMB. | 
&e. &e. Sc. | 


Second Enclosure in No. 2. (Translation.) 


The Duke of Infantado to the Right Fon. F. Lamb. 


Honourep Sir, Palace, April 3, 1826. | 


1 HAVE communicated to His Majesty The King, my Master, the contents 
of the Note which you were pleased to address to me on the 12th of last 
Month, relative to the Plan of transferring the Mixed Commission established 
at Sierra Leone, for adjudging such Cases as might arise in consequence of 
the Treaty concluded in 1817, respecting the Abolition of the Slave-trade, 
to the Island of Fernando Po, as being a Quarter more salubrious than the 
above, and situated in a central point of the Traffick. In reference to this 
Plan, and to others in connection with it, proposed by the English Govern- 
ment, His Majesty is only waiting for detailed Information, as to the possibi- 
lity of realising the plan in question, before he accedes to the Proposal which 
forms the subject of your Note. 

In the mean time, I avail myself, &c. | 
(Signed) THE DUKE OF INFANTADO. 
The Minister of His Britannick Majesty, 
&ec. Sc. &e. 


No. 3. | 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. 


SIR, | Foreign Office, May 6, 1826. 

1 HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, a Copy of Papers, 

marked A and B, relative to the Slave-trade, which has been presented to 

both Houses of Parliament by His Majesty’s Command, in the course of the 
present Session. | 


The Right Hon. F. Lamb, 
&e. &e. S&e. 


Iam, &c. . 
(Signed) GEORGE. CANNING, 


No. 4. 
Mr. Secretary Canning tothe Right Hon. F. Lamb. | 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 31, 1896. 

I SEND to you the Copies of three Despatches which I have received from 
His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Flavannah, dated the 22d of February 
and the 16th and 23d of March,* reporting the circumstances under which 
the Spanish Brigantines, “‘ Afagieo” and “‘ Orestes,” have been found on the 
Coast of Cuba, laden with Slaves from Africa. | | 
The Spanish Government cannot fail to feel painful regret at the ‘cruel 
conduct evinced towards these unfortuyate Negroes, by Subjects of His 


* See Class A. Nos, 63, 65, and 66, 
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Catholick Majesty ; and will, I hope, be induced to submit, without Further 
delay, for the Signature of The King of Spain, the Additional Article referred 
to you in my heel eae of this Series, of the 31st of January, the execution 
of which is calculated, more than any measure hitherto devised, to prevent 

- similar atrocities. Iam, &c. 


The. Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) | GEORGE CANNING. 
&. &e. &e. | | 


No. 5. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 30, 1826. 
By the enclosed Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty’s Commissioners at 
the Havannah, dated the 15th April last,* it appears that a Royal Order of 
His Catholick Majesty has been published in the Island of Cuba, couched in 
the spirit, and to the purport, of the Decree which the Duke del Infantado 
announced to you as about to be passed for the more effectual Restriction of 
African Slave-trade ‘Transactions connected with that Island. | 
You will express to the Duke del Infantado the satisfaction with which His 
Majesty’s Government have scen this fulfilment of the expectation held out 
te you. Iam, &c. | 7 


= son § | (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
The Right Hon. F. Lamb, . | ; 
. &e. &e. &e. 


* See Class A. No. 69. 


| ' No. 6. 
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received July 17.) 
Sar, Madrid, July 3, 1826. 


In compliance with the Instructions conveyed in your Despatch, dated the 
31st prs I have addressed to the Duke of Infantado the Note, of which the 
enclosed is a Copy. | I have the honour to be, &c. | 


The Right Hon. George Canning, © : (Signed) F. LAMB. 
&c. &ec. &e. | 


f 4 
Enclosure in No. 6. 


The Right Hon. F. Lamb to the Duke of Infantado. 


Madrid, July 2, 1826. 
THE Undersigned has the honour to transmit to his Excellency the Duke 
of Infantado, Copies of Despatches, with several Enclosures, which have 
‘lately been received from His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, 
. reporting the circumstances under which the Spanish Brigantines ‘* Wagico” 
and “ Orestes,” have been found on the Coast of Cuba, laden with Slaves 
,from Africa. 7 . ' 
Both these Vessels have been condemned by the Mixed Commission ; and 
the facts which have come to light on the Trials, completely justity the State- 
‘ments which have been made, on former occasions,-to the Government of 
His Catholick Majesty, as to the mode in which the Trade in Slaves is carried 
on. They also tend to show, that even the Measures lately adopted for the 
prevention of this Traffick, will fail of success, unless a greater aicieonaiy 


Ce, 
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power be given to the Cruizers of the two Nations, for the examination 
and detention of Slave-vessels, in Cases where no direct proof exists of the 
nature of their pursuits. 

It appears from the Evidence given before the Mixed Commission, that it. 
is the practice of Vessels engaged in this Traffick, to clear out for some Port 
on the Coast of Africa, providing themselves with regular Papers at the Ha- 
vannah, for the purposes of legitimate Trade; that on arriving at their desti- 
nation, they do not embark any part of the cargoes, until the whole number 
of slaves they require is complete. While these are collecting, they remain. 
upon the Coast,.during which time it frequently happens that they are 
visited by His Majesty’s Cruizers (as occurred in the Case of the ** Orestes,”) 
but, having no slaves on board, cannot be detained. When they are ready, 
they take advantage of the first favourable opportunity for embarking, at once, 
their whole cargo (an operation which requires only a few hours), and imme- 
diately run across, disembark them at the first convenient landing-place, and - 
return to Port in ballast. 

Unless, therefore, one of these Vessels happens accidentally to fall in with 
a Ship-of-War on her voyage home, which probably does not happen in above 
one Instance in ten, there is little chance of detection. All the Sccuritics 
required against the employment of Ships in this Trade, aud all the Regula- 
tions made with a view of ascertaining the real objects of their voyages, must 
prove abortive, while these means of evasion remain unprovided against. 

It is obvious, therefore, that, under these circumstances, the greatest benefit 
would result from the Government of His Catholick Majesty consenting to 
theSignature of the Additional Article, which the Undersigned had the honour 
of proposing to his Excellency the Duke of Infantado, in his Note of the 
19th of February ultimo, which would operate as a greater check to the prae- 
tices of the Slave-traders, than any Measure hitherto devised. A similar 
Article was signed some years ago by His Majesty The King of the Nether- 
lands, which has fully answered the purpose in view; and when the Govern- 
ment of His Catholick Majesty considers the details of cruelty brought to | 
light in the enclosed Papers, and reflects on the extent of human misery 
which would, in so many Cases, be prevented by the adoption of the proposed 
Regulation, the Undersigned feels convinced that it will not hesitate to pto- 
pose this Measure to His Catholick Majesty, without delay. 


He avails himself, &c. 


His Excellency the Duke of Infantado, (Signed) F. LAMB. 
&e. Cs c ‘ 
| No. 7. | . 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. 
(Extract.) Foreign Office, July 21, 1826. 


I AM concerned to have to send to you in the accompanying Copy of*a, 
Despatch from His Majsty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, dated the 14th 
ultimo,* sufficient proofs of the utter ineflicacy of the Royal Decree, recently 
passed at Madrid, for the more effectual suppression of illegal Slave-trade in 
the Island of Cuba. a 7 

It is almost with despair of any useful result that I direct you to commu- 
nicate with the Duke del Infantado upon this Subject; but it is necessary that 
you should do so, and that you should employ, in that Communication, every _ 
topick which you may think likely to make an impression on the mind of the 
Spanish Minister. | 
The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 

. C. C. 
§ 5 * See Class A. No. 75. 
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No. 8.° 
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received, dug. 29.) 


(Extract.) Madrid, August 18, 1826. 


HAVING taken an opportunity of speaking with the Duke of Jnfantado 
on the subject of your Despatch on the Slave-trade, of the 21st ultimo, I 
found him warmly concurring in the dangers to be apprehended to Cuba from 
the importation of fresh Slaves, and convinced that the Orders given from 
hence would be sufficient to put a stop toit. He seemed unwilling to believe 
that the indisposition of the Local Authorities, and the difficulty of procuring 
Evidence, would be sufficient to neutralize the effect of His Catholick Ma- 
— jesty’s Decrees. | 

In the course of this Conversation, I enquired of the Duke what were the 
objections to signing the Additional Article, to whict he answered, that he 
was not aware of any that need prevent it; making some, however, afterwards, 
which were chiefly of a metaphysical nature, as to the injustice of imflicting 
Confiscation, where no crime had been actually committed. As I thought 
that, upon accurate examination, he would find these objections to be un- 


founded, I requested him to give me an Answer upon the Subject in writing, 
which he promised to do. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) F. LAMB. 
&e. &e. &e. 


No. 9. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. 


:.  (Extract.) Foreign Office, September 11, 1826. 


IT TIAVE received your Despatches of this Series to the 18th of August last. 

His Majcsty’s Commissioners at the Hlavannah have been instructed to send 
Home such accurate information as, at any time, tley may be enabled to 
obtain (and more particularly such as‘can be supported by evidence), which 
may furnish grounds whercon to frame Remonstrauces to the Spanish Govern- 
ment upon auy infractions or eyasions of the ireaty of 1817, and also such 
information as they can give upon the question, as to the efiect of the Decree 
recently promulgated by His Catholick Majesty, for tlic more effectual sup- 
pression of the Slave-trade in Cuba. 

I transmit to you a full Power for concluding and signing with the Minis- 
ters of Spain an Additional Article to the Treaty of 1817, upon Slave-trade, 
‘gimilar to that signed with the Netherlands. 

The only difference which is desirable to be made between this Article and 
that whict) you will have to sign, is, that the power of acting under it should 
‘be extended to two degrees Westward of the Coast, instead of being, as at pre- 
sent, coufined to within one degree thereof; and you will act accordingly 
in the Negotiation of this Article. - 


“The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Sco. Se §e. | | 
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No. 10. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. 


SIR, | Foreign Office, October 3, 1826. 

THE enclosed Papcrs* contain some account of Cases, of which there 
have recently occyrred many instances, in which the Flag of His Catholick 
Majesty bas been abused, for the purpose of committing acts of piracy. ° 

t appears that it 1s the custom of the Owners of these Spanish Piratical 
Vessels, the greater part of which, there is reason to suppose, are equipped at 
the Havannah, to send them out, fitted both for Trade and for War; but their 
Trade is the proscribed Trade in Human Beings, and the War they wage isa 
War of Piracy. | 
[tis their practice to hover on the Coast of Africa, where, if they can don- 

ventently barter for, and embark a cargo of Slaves, they proceed with that 
cargo, generally, direct to the Island of Cuba. If they do not succeed at once 
in this barter, or if an opportunity for piracy previously presents itself, they 
seize the first Vessel they meet with, preferring one that may be ‘laden with 
Slaves; taking possession of the Vessel, they murder, or put on Shore, the 
white men found on board, and proceed with the Vessel and Cargo to Cuba, 
where they land the Slaves surreptitiously, at the back of the Island, and 
then enter in ballast at the Hlavannah. 

An instance will be found to have recently occurred, in which an English 
Prize Crew has disappeared, murdered, as it is suspected, by these Pirates.- 
The name of the Pirate Vessel in question is supposed to have been the 
“ Gabilar,” or “ Pelican,” aud the Captain and Crew have as yet escaped 
the conviction and punishment due to their crimes. ' 

Another instance, which forms the particular object of this Despatch, has 
more recently occurred, in the Case of a Vessel, said to be named, the “ Caro- 


fina,” whose Captain and Crew, meeting the ** Wetwno,” a Slave-ship, under | 


charge of an Officer of His Majesty’s Ship “ Esk,” endeavoured to obtain the 
Ship’s Papers, and to force that Othcer to repair on board the ‘ Carolina.” 

They were happily defeated in their object, as the accompanying Papers 
will show. But His Majesty’s Government have, in consequence of their 
attempted outrage, deemed it incumbent on them to issue Orders to the Officer 
commanding His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels on the Coast of Africa, to scize 
the “ Carolina” and her Crew, if she shall be found on his Station, and to 
send thein to England tor trial; together with Mr. Crawford, and thetparty 
‘with -him in the “ Netuno,” to give evidence. —s 

The British Admiral commanding in the West Indics, has also been 
<lireeted to give similar Instructions to his Cruizers, to be executed, -in case 
the * Carolina” should be found on his Station. 

Ilis Majesty doubts not but that His Catholick Majesty will enter fully 
into the feelings which have prompted these proceedings for summary redress 
on the Pirates in question, and will give directions to His Authorities, both 
in the Mother Country and at Cuba, to seize the “ Carolina” whenever they 
may mect with her, and to deliver up her Crew to be tried for Piracy. 

You will. address a Representation to this eflect to the Spanish Govern 
ment. . 
Iam, &c. 


The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Se &e. | &e. 


@ 


‘* See Class A. Correspondence, 1825—1826, No. 16, 5nd Class A. of this Series, Nos. 11 
-and 41. 7 
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No. 11. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. 
“Ste, Foreign Office, October 6, 1826. 


AN Extract of your Despatch of the 22d April last, of this Series, which 
adverted to the equipments for Slave-trade, alleged to have taken place at. 
‘Gibraltar, has been transmitted to the Colonial Department, and I now send 
to you, for your information, Copies of the several Communications which 
have been received at tisis Office from that Department, showing the measures 
which have been adopted by the Governor of Gibraltar, for the repression 
nd punishment of any transactions at that Place, having for their object the 
promotion, direct or indirect, of African Slave-trade. 

Iam, &c. 
The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING, 


&e. &e. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 11. 


R. W. Hau, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun., Esg. 
Sir, Downing-Street, May 20, 1826. 

I HAVE laid before Earl Bathurst your two Letters, under date of the 
10th and 16th of May, in the latter of which is enclosed an Extract of a Des- 
patch from Mr. Lamb, His Majesty’s Ambassador at the Court of Madrid, ia 
which he states, that ‘ he had been deterred from making Representations to 
the Duke of In:fantado, on the fitting out of Vessels at Cadiz, for the purpose 
of trading for Slaves on the Coast of Africa, by the knowledge that their equip- 
ment was completed at Gibraltar,” and for this he refers toa Communication 
made by Mr. Consul Brackenbury to the Lieut. Governor of Gibraltar, which 
is the same Communication as that of which a Copy was transmitted to Earl 
Bathurst, by Mr. Secretary Canning’s direction, in the first Letter, of the 10th 
instant. Earl Bathurst, therefore, concludes, that Mr. Lamb has no other 
knowledge of the truth of these allegations, than what is contained in the 
Communication made by Mr. Consul Brackenbury, above referred to. 

The Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar had already communicated to Earl 
Bathurst a Correspondence which had taken place, with reference to the Ships 
stated by Mr. Consul Brackenbury to have been equipped in the Bay of 
Gibraltar. A-Copy of this Despatch from the Lieutenant-Governor, together . 
with its several Enclosures, and a Copy of Earl Bathurst’s Instructions to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, dated the 15th of October 1825, referred to in the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s Despatch, are herewith transmitted for the information 
of Mr. Secretary Canning. 

_ With respect to the Draft of the Proclamation proposed by the Lieutenant- 

Governor to be published at Gibraltar: as any Publick Instrument gencrally, 
directing the exercise, in time of Peace, of the Right of Search, not only of 
British Vessels, but of Vessels belonging to Countries in amity with His 
Majesty, requires to be carefully examined, (regard being had to the locality 
of the Bay of Gibraltar, and the sensibility which Foreign Nations have 
shewn, with respect to this Right of Search), although confined to Vessels 
suspected of being engaged in the Slave-trade, Earl Bathurt referred the Draft 
to the Deputy Judge Advocate of Gibraltar, now on leave of absence in 
England, and has censulted such legal advice as appeared to be called for, and 
his Lordship will not fail to communicate, before the departure of ti e Medi- 
terrancan Mail, for Mr. Secretary Canning’s information, a Copy of the 
amended Draft of the Proclamation, which the Lieutenant-Governor will be 
instructed forthwith to publish. I am, &c. 


Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. —— {Signed) R, W. HAY. 
&e. &e. Se. | | 
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First Enclosure (A.) in No. 11. 


The Lieutenant- pcuernan of Gibraltar to Earl Bathurst. 


My Lorp, Gibraltar, F rebruary 12, 1826. 


_ HAVING received ‘from Mr. Brackenbury, His Majesty’s Consul at Cadiz, 
a Letter, of which the enctosed is a Copy, in which he expresses a belief that 
the:Spanish Brig, called the “ Marta Isabel,” sailed from that Port on the 20th 
ultimo, for this “Place, for the purpose of completing her outfit here for the 
Slave-trade, I directed the Captain of the Port to make diligent enquiries on 
the subject, and report to me thereon, which he has done, but without having 
discovered any thing which could lead ‘to a supposition that the Vessel in 
question is bound on a Slaving-voyage, as your Lordship will perceive by the 
accompanying Copy of that Officer’s Report. 

Under the above circumstances, I referred Mr. Brackenbury’s Letter and 
Mr: Swectland’s Report to Mr. Foye, the principal Law Officer here, for his 
opinion, as to what further steps should be taken respecting the Vessel in 
question ; and by the annexed Copy of Mr. Foye’s Report, it appears, with 
reference to these Papers, that there are no facts betore me whereon to ground 
legal Proceedings, touching the said Vessel. 

‘But in pursuance of your Lordship’s Instructions, contained in your Letter 
of the 13th October last, I have used my best endeavours to obtain further 
information, relative to the “ Maria Isabel, * as well as the Schooner ** Proser- . 
pina,” (concerning which I had the honour of writing to your Lordship on the 
27th July last), and this information being more circumstantial than the 
Statements contained in those Letters, I have considered it my duty, with 
the advice of Mr. Foye, to prepare a Proclamation, of which the enclosed is a 
Draft, to empower the Captain of tle Port to detain, and diligently to search, 
all Vessels which may be suspected of being engaged in the Slave-trade, and 
which I trust your Lordship will approve ; as being not only the most likely 
mode of detecting such illegal proceedings, but also of intimidating such Per- 
sons as may be disposed to engage in them. 

It is proper that I should acquaint your Lordship, that the “ Maria Isabel” 
was consigned to Mr. Achoval, a Spanish Merchant, now residing in this Gar- 


rison. I have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. DON, 
Lhe Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. General and Lieut. -Governor. 


&e. §e. &e. | 
P.S.—Siuce writing the above, I have received seorliee Couimiuntenton: 
from Mr. Brackenbury, i in which he states, that Policies of Insurance have: 
been effected at Cadiz, both upon the “ Maria Isabel” and the “ Dichosa,” the: 
former at 23, and the latter at 20 per cent. ; and that the risk on both was to: 
the Coast of Africa, and thence with Slaves tothe Havannah. (Signed) G. D.: 


First Enclosure (B.) in No. 11. 


Mr. Consul Brackenbury to the Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar. . . 


SIR, British Consulate, Cadiz, January 23, 18206. 


I APPREHEND that your Excellency will find, upon enquiry, that the 
Brig-Schooner “ Afaria Lsabel,” which ‘sailed from this Place on the 20th, 
for Gibraltar and St. Thomas, is gone to the Fortress of Gibraltar, not to 
take in a cargo for St. Thomas, but to complete her outfit for the Coast of 
Africa, her real object being the illegal and iahuman Traffick in Slaves; and 
it is my duty, [ conceive, to call your Isxcellency’s attention to the fact, lest 
any British Subject residing in Gibraltar should be concerned in any part of 
so disgraceful us proceeding. It might perhaps be advisable to keep a lgok- 
out upon a Spanish: Schooner, called * La RCN OSE if she shou d be at 
Gsibraltar. , “ 

3 


"(10 Spain. 


She sailed with the “ Maria Isabel” 4vom thence on the 16th, nominally for 
St. Thoinas, and it was not until the former Vessel put back for some repairs, 
on the 17th, that I discovered in the Maritime Diario of Cadiz, that she 
had sailed on the preceding day for Gibraltar ; that fact was notumentioned in 
the same Paper of the 16th. I have, &c. : 


| (Signed) J.M. BRACKENBURY, 
His Excellency Sir George Don, G.C.B. | 
— §e. &e. &ec. 


First Enclosure (C.) ta No. 14. 
Captain Sweetland to the Lieytenant-Goversor of Gibraltar. 


Sir, Gibralter, January 27, 1826. 


IN attention to your Excellency’s commands, I have made euqutry re- 
specting the destination of the Spanish Vessel ‘‘ Marsa Isebel,” and have 
failed to procure any information which could lead to a supposition of her 
being bound on a Slaving-voyage. I have seen the Consignee of this Vessel 
on the subject, and explained to him the disgrace which mast attend detection 
in being concerned jn the fitting or supplyang Vessels destined for such pur- 
pose. He received my observations with becoming indignation, asking the 
name of the author of the report. J said I could not tell him who he was, 
byt that your Excellency had received positive information from Cadiz, that 
the “ Maria Isabel” was fitted for a Slaving-voyage, and should the report 
be true, he, as the Consignee and Shipper of goods on board her, became, by 
oyr Laws, a principal in the delinquency. | | 

It is much to be regretted that no clue is furnished for tracing this transac- 
tion; it is still mare so that the Information was not furnished to the Spanish 
Authorities, instead of your Excellency, as by the Slave Treaty with = Sa a 
Spanish Vessel cannot be detained on suspicion of being engaged in Trading 
in Slaves, unless she have actually Slaves on board. The Spanish Govern- 
mepf, on the other hand, might, on complaint, have caused the Ship to be 
searched; and if shackles, ar Jarge boilers, or certain other articles, used on 
board Slaye-ships, might have been found on board, legal measures would 
have been taken with the Parties concerned. Atall events, these Informations 
should be laid publickly and officially, and some reasonable ground of suspi- 
_ cion stated. According to the present. practice, your Excellency is charged 
with all the responsibility of an Information, and at the same time deprived 
af the means of acting on it. I shoyld strongly recommend your Excellency 
to consult the Crown Lawyers on this Communication, with a view to ascer- 
tain what steps the Slave Act, and Slave Treaties with Spain, enable you to 
take in the premises, bearing in mind always, that the Cadiz fnformation is 
unaccompanied by any corrobating proof, or even suspicion ; and that the 
Consignee affirms the destination of the Vessel to be the Danish Island of St. 
Thomas, from whence, or Cuba, she 1s to return with a cargo of Indigo and 
Cochineal. | 


The “ Dickose” is not here. I have, &c. 
(Sigued) WILLIAM SWEETLAND. 
His, Excelbewny General Sir George Don, G.C.B. | 
- 5c. &c. &c. 


First Enclosure (D.) in No. 11. 
Hf. Hoye Esq. to Colonel Chapman. 


Sra, Court House, Gibraltar, February 4, v826. 
WITH reference to your Letter of the 30th of January, transmitting to mre 


Yi 
> ww 


the Letters of Mr. Consul Brotkenbury and Mr. Sweetlahd, on the subject of 
the Spanish Vessel “ Aferia fonbel,” suspected to be fitting out for the Slave- 
trade ; and requesting, by the desire of tis Excellency the Lieut.-Governor, 
My @pioioa for the information of his Excetleticy, as to any and what steps 
should be taken respecting the Vessel in question; I have to request you will 
anform his kxcellency, as my opinion, thet, with reference tothe Letters above 
stated, his Excellency has not any facts before him whereon to ground legal 
Proceedings, touching the Spanish Vessel — “Marta Isabél.” | 
| IT have, &e. 
Colonel Chapman, C.B. (Signed) W. FOYE. 


- First Enclosure (E.) in No. il. 
(Draft.) Proclamation by His Excellency Sir George Don, &c. &c. &c. 


WHEREAS his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor has _ received infor- 
mation, that several Vessels have recently come to this Port, for the purpose 
of completing their preparations for the inhuman and detestable Traffick in 
Slaves; and whereas the acts of all Persons who may be engaged or con- 
cerned in the equipment or lading of Vessels, whether British or Foreign, 
ina British Port, for the Slave ade, are in direct vielation of the late Acts of 
Parliament, which render such proceedings highly penal: With a view, 
therefore, to lead to the detcction and prosecution of such Persons a8 may. 
rd al on sufficient evidence, to be engaged or concerned in such illegal Trat- 
fick, his Excellency is hereby pleased to empower and direct the Captain of the 
Port to detain, and diligently to search, all Vessels touching here, which may 
be suspected of oe engaged, ot about to be engaged, in the Slave-trade 3 
and to report to his Excellency forthwith such grounds of accusation aé the 
result of his search ahd enquiries thay enable him to make; of which Publick 
Notice is hereby given, that none hereafter inay plead ignorance. 

Given at Gibraltar, this day of 1826. 
By Command. 36 


First Enclosure (F.) in No. 11. 
Mr. Consul Brackenbury to the Litutenant-Governot of Gibraltar. 


«Bas, British Consulate, Cadiz, February 16, 1836. ° 

IN proof of the wisdom of the measutes which yout Excettericy ‘has so 

recently resolved to adopt, and in corroboration of the. accuracy of the infor- 
mation which I transmitted on the 23d ultimo; _ . 

I have now the honour to acquaint your Excellency, that Policies of Insu- 
rance have been effected. i this City, both upon the “ Maria Isabel” and the 
‘* Dichosa,” the former at 23, the latter at 20 per cent. The risk on both was 
to the Coast of Affica, thence with Slaves to the Havanneh. 

I have, &c. ; 
| (Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY. 
His Excelleney Sir George Den, G.C.B. 
&ec. 


bse. Sie. 
First Enclosure (G.) in No. 1%. 
The Licutenant-Governor of Gibraltar to Earl Batheerst. 
My Loan, | Gibraltar, March 2, 1826. 


IL-HAVE the hetiour to: tranenvit to yout Lordship, herewith, a Copy of a | 
Letter which F have: reveived from Mr. Brackenbury, His Majesty's Consul 
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at Cadiz, respecting a Spanish Vessel under French Colours, named * Gan- 
_tabro,” which he suspects has come to this Place, for the purpose of complet- 
ing her preparations tor a Slave adventure. 3 
Immediately on the receipt of Mr. Brackenbury’s Letter, I caused enquiry 
to be made on the subject, by which it appears, that a French Brig, under the 
above-mentioned name, arrived in this Port on the 18th January last, from 
Antwerp, and cleared from hence, on the 21st of the same month, for St. 
Thomas. This Vessel was consigned to Messrs. Perez and Calafat, Spanish 
Merchants, in this Garrison, ee is, I have little doubt, the same Vessel as 
that mentioned in Mr. Brackefibury’s Letter. | 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE DON, 
Lhe Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, h.G. Gencral and Licut.-Governor. 
Sc. Sc. &e. ae 
First Enclosure (f.) in No. 11. : 


Mr. Consul Brackenbury to the Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar. 


Sir, | British Consulate, Cadiz, February 23, 1826. 


I HAVE but a minute to save the Post, and must therefore briefly state, 
that if your Excellency will be pleased to cause enquiry, whether a Vessel 
called the “ Cantabro” be now in the Port of Gibraltar, you will tind that she 
is completing her outfit for a Slave adventure. 
~ She sails under French Colours, and belongs to a wealthy Merchant in this 
City, named Joaquim de Trueba. 

Policies of Insurance are this day underwriting upon that Vessel ; the risk 
from Gibraltar to the Coast of Africa, thence with a cargo of slaves to Cuba. 

Your Excellency upon this information, will, I presume, have no dithculty 
in causing search to be made. | 

The last voyage which the ‘* Cantabro” made was very quick, and very pro- 
fitable to the Owner. So rapidly does she sail, that having fallen in with one 
of our Cruizers on the Coast of Africa, when she had a cargo of slaves on 
board, she sailed her out of sight in a few hours: this fact was stated as an 
inducement to the Underyvrjters for the present voyage. o_o 

have, &e. 

g , (Signed) . J.M. BRACKENBURY. 

Klis Excellency Sir George Don, G.C.B. ) | : 


&c. &ec. &c 


First Enclosure (1.) in No. 11. 
Earl Bathurst to the Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar. 


- Sir, es - Downing-Strect, October 13, 1825. 


a 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 27th July: 
fast, enclosing Copies of a Correspondence which has passed between you 
and His Majesty Consul at. Cadiz, together with a Report from the Captain of 
the Port of Gibraltar, relative to the Spanish Schooner “* Preserpina,” whieh 
is conceived to have been fitted out there for the purpose of being employed 
in the Slave-trade, and you request to be faenished with Instructions for 
the guidance of your conduct, in the event of aay Spanish Vessel attempting 
in future to fit out for the Slave-trade. a 

Upon this subject, I have to acquaint you, in reply, that the acts of all 
Persons who may be concerned in the equipment or lading of Vessels, 
whether British or Foreign, in a British Port, for the Slave-trade, are con- 


GLY 
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trary to the Abolition Laws, which are now consolidated in the 5th Geo. 4, 
Cap. 113, of which I enclose a Copy for your information. 

You will observe, that the 2d, 4th, 7th, and 10th Sections of that Statute, 
render such proceedings highly penal, and it is your duty to encourage any 
information against the offences under that Act, which can be supported on 
‘proper evidence. aa 

The 4th Section authorizes the. Seizure of the Ship; and if sufficient Evi- 
dence could be obtained, the Vessels might.be seized and prosecuted. It will 
-be necessary, however, that you should. proceed with great caution, and you 
-will take care to collect and transmit accurate descriptions of the Vessels and 
Persons who may be suspected of being engaged in the Slave-trade, on rea- 
sonable grounds, though there may not be mithicignt Evidence to warrant pro- 
ceedings against them. I have, &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 
A. E. General Sir George Don, G.C. B. 


&e. &ec. &c. 


Second Enclosure in No. 11. 
R. W. Hay, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. 


Sir, | Downing-Street, June 15, 1826. 


WITH reference to my Communication of the 20th ultimo, I have received 
the directions of Earl Bathurst to transmit to you, enclosed, a Copy of the 
Draft of a Proclamation, which his Lordship proposes to instruct the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor ot Gibraltar to promulgate in that Garrison, for the purpose 
of making known the penalties which are denounced by Law against all Per- 
sons who shall infringe the provisions of the Slave Abolition Acts; and I 
am to desire, that you will lay this Paper before Mr. Secretary Canning for 
his information. Iam, &c. | 


Joseph Planta, Jun., Esq. (Signed) R. W. HAY. 
&. &e. &e. : 


Second Enclosure (A.) in No. 11. 
Draft of Proclamation to be issued by the Lieutenant- Governor of Gibraltar. 


WHEREAS it hath been represented to us, that certain Ships and Vesscls 
owned by the Subjects of Foreign States in Amity with His Majesty, are 
suspected to have enteted the Bay of Gibraltar, and the Roadstead, and 
Anchorage Ground of Gibraltar, for the purpose of fitting out, or completing 
their outfit for voyages undertaken by them, for the purpose of carrying on 
the Trade in Slaves on the Coast of Africa; now, We, being desirous to the 
utmost of our power to prevent all such illegal practices, do hereby warn all 
His Majesty’s Subjects within the said Garrison and Territory of Gibraltar, 
and the Port, Roadstead, and Anchorage Ground thereof, that any Person or 
Persons who shall be engaged in the fitting out, manning, navigating, equip- 
ping, dispatching, use, or employment, letting, or taking to freight, or on 
hire; or who shall contract for the fitting out, manning, navigating, 
equipping, dispatching, using, employing, letting, or taking to freight, or on 
hire; any Ship, Vessel, or Boat, in order to accomplish any of the objects or 


contracts declared unlawful by the Statute made aud enacted by His Majesty, 


with the advice and consent of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in the 5th Year of Flis Majesty’s Reign, 
for the Abolition of the Slave-trade; or who shall. lend or. advance, 
or become security for the Joan or advance, or who shall contract for 
the lending or advancing, or for the loan or advance of moncy, goods, 
or effects, employed, or to be employed, in accomplishing any of the 
illegal objects or contracts aforesaid; cr who shall become guarantee and 
A 


J 
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security, or contract for the becoming guarantee or security, for Agents 
employed, or to be employed in accomplishing any such illegal objects or 
contracts ; or who shall in any other manner engage, or contract to engage, 
‘directly or indirectly therein; or who shall ship, tranship, lade, receive, or 
put on board, or contract for the shipping, transhipping, lading, receiving, or 
putting on board, of any Ship, Vessel, or Boat, money, goods, or effects to be 
employed in accomplishing any of the said illegal objects or contracts, shall 
and will incur and become subject and liable to all and singular the pains, 
‘penalties, and forfeitures, provided in and by the said Statute, for the 
punishment of Persons guilty of all, or any of the Offences aforesaid; and We 
do hereby strictly command and enjoin all Judges and Officers, Civil and 
Military, and all other His Majesty’s Subjects within the Town and Garrison 
of Gibraltar, that they and each of them in their respective Places, be, to the 
utmost of their respective ability, assisting in the prevention or detection of 
all such Offences as aforesaid, as they will answer the contrary at their peril ; 
and We do hereby warn and strictly command and enjoin all His Majesty’s 
Subjects within the said Garrison and Territory, that they do abstain from all 
such illegal practices, and from aiding, comforting and abetting any Person 
or Persons engaged therein, on pain of His Majesty’s highest displeasure, and 
of incurring the several penaltics in and by the said Act of Parliament in 


that behalf provided. 


Third Enclosure in No. 11. 
R. W. Hay, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun, Esq. 


Sir, Downing- Street, September 16, 1826. 


WITH reference to your Letters of the 10th and 16th of May last, on the 
subject of certain Vessels which the British Consul at Cadiz was induced to 
believe had completed their equipments at Gibraltar for the African Slave- 
trade; Iam directed by Earl Bathurst to enclose, for the intormation of 
Mr. Secretary Canning, Copies of a Despatch, and its Enclosures, received from 
Sir George Don, in Answer to one which was addressed to him in consequence 
ot those Communications ; and [ am to request, that you will submit to 
Mr. Canning, Ear| Bathurst's opinion, that, as His Majesty’s Minister at 
Madrid, ‘in his Answer to Sir George Don’s enquiries, states, that he had no 
other information of the Slave-trade being carried on through assistance 
obtained at Gibraltar, than what he ‘derived from Mr: Consul Brackenbury 
it does not appear, according to the Correspondence which had taken place, 
from time to time, on this subject, between the Consul and Sir George Don, 
Copies of which were transmitted to you in my Letter of the 20th May last, 
that it can be justly imputed to the latter, that he had allowed Vessels fitted 
out at Cadiz for the Slave Trade to be completed at Gibraltar, the report of 
which prevented His Majesty’s Minister at Madrid from entering into dis- 
cussions on that subject with the Duke of Infantado. 

Iam, &c. 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. (Signed) R.W. HAY. 
&e. &c. &e. | 


Third Enclosure (A.) in No. 11. 
_ The Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar to Earl Bathurst. 


My Lorp, Gibraltar July 20, 1826. 
I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s Despatch of the 


21st May last, enclosing Copies of Two Communications from the Foreign 
Office, of the 10th and 16th of the same Month, on the subject of certain 
Vessels, which it is alleged had completed their equipment at this Place, for 
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the African Slave-trade, and desiring that I would lose no time in transmit- 
ting to your Lordship whatever Correspondence may have passed, not hitherto 
transmitted, between me and Mr. Brackenbury, His Majesty’s Consul at Cadiz, 
in regard to the Vessels in question, or to any others which may be presumed 
to have come to the Place, for a similar purpose; and also instructing me to 
apply to His Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, for the purpose of learning 
whether he is in possession of any facts, or general information upon this 
subject, beyond the statements which he has reccived from Mr. Brackenbury. 

I have now the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that Copies of the whole 
of the Correspondence which passed between myself and Mr. Brackenbury, 
respecting the Vessels alluded to, together with such information as I had 
obtained on the subject, accompanied my Communications to your Lordship 
of the 27th July 1825, 12th February, and 2d March 1826. I find, however, 
that two Letters on the same subject, which were addressed to the Earl of 
Chatham by Mr. Brackenbury in July 1824, were not transmitted to your 
Lordship; and I beg, therefore, to enclose Copics of them herewith, and 
likewise Copies of the Answers which were given to them by his Lordship’s 
directions. 

By the annexed Copy of a Letter, which I have received from His Majesty’s 
Minister at Madrid, your Lordship will observe, that he is in possession of no 
information on the subject of Vessels fitting out for the Slave-trade at this 
Port, beyond the statements received from Mr. Brackenbury. — | 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE DON, 


The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G. General and Lieut.-Governor. 
&e. &c. &e. | | 


Third Enclosure (B.) in No. 11. 
Mr. Consul Brackenbury to the Governor of Gibraltar. 


My Lorp, | British Consulate, Cadiz, July 12, 1824. 
I THINK it right to acquaint your Excellency that two Spanish Vessels 


are fitted out in this Port, in such a manner as to leave no doubt, that 
it is the intention of the Qwners to employ them in the Slave-trade. 

Facts so notorious as these cannot be unknown to the Spanish Authorities — 
here; and the objects of the Owners of these Vessels have been facilitated by 
granting them Licences to carry Guns. ‘The particulars of the Vessels, with 
their reputed destinations, 1 have the honour to enclose; one of which, the 
“ Alerta,” sailed yesterday for Gibraltar ; I understand that four more Vessels 
are about to be taken up here for the same inhuman tratfick. a 

I have apprised Mr. Secretary Canning of these occurrences, as well as his 
Excellency Sir William 4 Court; and I do mysclf the honour to submit them 
likewise to your Excellency, that they may be made known to the Officers of 
the British Navy touching at Gibraltar, in case any of them should be 
ordered to the Coast of Africa. = * 

I have no reason to believe that there is any other Capital than that o 
Spaniards in this odious Enterprize. , 

i I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY. 


Spanish Schooner “ Bella Dolores,” Don Antonio Guerrero, Master, 
burthen 170 tons, James Tinto, Owner, bound to St. Augustin, in the Island 
of Madagascar. . | 

Brig “ dlerta,” Don Antonio Echeverria, Master, burthen 290 tons, 
Miguel Azopardo, Owner, bound to Gibraltar and Havannah. 

| (Signed). J. M. BRACKENBURY. 
H. E. General the Earl of Chathum, K.G. | 
a C. ) 


&e. &c. 
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Third Enclosure (C.) in No. 11. 
Colonel Chapman to Mr. Consul Brackenbury. 


‘Sir, Gibraltar, July 20, 1824. 


HIS EXCELLENCY the Governor lras desired me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your Letter of the 12th instant, on the subject of two Spanish 
Vessels fitting out in the Port of Cadiz, in such a manner as to induce you te 
believe that it is the intention of the Owners to employ them in the Slave- 
trade, and that one of them (the A/erta) had sailed for this Place. In reply 
thereto, his Lordship has directed me to express his thanks for the zeal you 
have manifested, and that, should any British Men-of-War touch at this 
Place for the Coast of Africa, his Lordship will avail himself of your sugees- 
tion, to give them the information contained in your Letter. 
> | I have, &c. 

J. M. Brackenbury, Esq. . (Signed) S. R. CHAPMAN. 


Third Enclosure (D.) in No. 11. 
Mr. Consul Brackenbury to the Governor of Gibraltar. 


My Lorp, British Consulate, Cadiz, July 17, 1824. 


I HAD to address your Excellency on the 5th and 12th instant, since 
which time one of the Spanish Vessels alluded to in my Letter, namely, the 
« Alerta,” has sailed from the Port, and is now in Gibraltar Bay, taking in 
such a cargo as demonstrates too plainly the inhuman trade in which the 
Owner means to employ her. 

Amongst other things, the Brig has been taking in iron, which has been 
cut into bars of short lengths, a strong presumptive proof that the investment 
is tor the Coast of Africa. Itis my duty, my Lord, to represent to your Excel- 
lency such facts connected with this disgraceful Enterprise as have come to 
my knowledge, facts upon which your Excellency might place every re- 
liance, if they were not susceptible of corroboration, at the Seat of your own 
Government: namely, that the Spanish Brig “ A/erta,” Antonio Eche- 
verrja, Master, is now completing her cargo, for the Coast of Africa, in the 
Port of Gibraltar; that she is nominally consigned to an English’ House 
there, but is virtually under the direction of the Owner, Miguel Azopardo. 

As the nominal Consignees are young men of respectability, it is most ear- 
nestly to be hoped that they are ignorant of the enormity of their conduct, in 
suffering themselves to be instrumental to the detestable project of the 
Owner, by being purchasers for him, in an English Settlement, of the 
Articles which he wants for the outht of a Slave-ship, though cloaked by | 
him under false, and, perhaps, plausible pretences ; what is, however, known 
to me at Cadiz, and to others, ought to be known to the nominal Consignees 
at Gibraltar; and I conceive, too, that your Excellency should likewise know 
that Miguel Azopardo, the Owner of the * d/erta,” is himself at Gibraltar, 
directing every purchase, and superintending every other preparation of his 
Brig, the “ dlerta,” for a Slave voyage to the Coast of Africa. : 

I have, &e. . 


2 4s, (Signed) = J. M. BRACKENBURY. 
H. E. General the Earl of Chatham, &.G., 
7 &c. Se. Se. - 

Third Enclosure (E.) in No. 11. | ae 
Colonel Chapman to Ar. Consul Brackenbury. 
ea | Gibraltar, July 28, 1824, 


YOUR Letter to his Excellency the Governor, of the 17th ‘instant, ' rela-’ 
tive to the Spanish Brig.“ d/erta,” mentioned also in your former one cf the 
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5th instant, has-been received, ang his Lordship has directed me to repeat 

-his assurance of giving the necessary information, should any of His Ma- 
jesty’s Vessels, bound tor the Coast of Africa, touch at this Place, in their 
way for that destination. I have, &c. | 


J. M. Brackenbury, Esq. (Signed) S. R. CHAPMAN. 


Third Enclosure (F.) in No. 11. 


The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb to the Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar. 


Sir, | Madrid, July 7, 1826. 


WITH reference to your Letter of the 28th ultimo, I have to acquaint 
you, that I am in possession of no information on the subject of Vessels 
fitting out. for the Slave-trade, beyond the Statements received from Mr. 
Brackenbury. Should any facts come to my knowledge, I shall lose no time 
in communicating them to you. | 

| | I have, &c. 
H, E.. Gen. Sir George Don, K.C.B. (Signed) F. LAMB. 


ot &ec. &c. 


No. 12. 


Mr. Secretary ‘Canning to the Right Hon. Frederick Lamb. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 10, 1826. 


I HAVE to transmit to you the accompanying Copies of Despatches from 
His Majesty’s Commissioner at the Havannah*. | a 

These Despatches prove most clearly that the Royal Order, transmitted 
from Madrid to the Havannah, for the more effectual execution of the Stipu- 
Jations on African Slave-trade, is become a mere dead letter; and that the 
Colonial Authorities of His Catholick Majesty, to whom the execution of this: 
Order was especially confided, not only connive at the evasion of it, but 
openly shew that the discretionary power which they possess, will be made 
use of by them, to screen from detection and punishment the most clear and 
undoubted Slave-trade transactions, in the very Port of the Capital of the Pro- 
vince, and before the eyes of the Governor himself. | 

The “ Minerva,” a Spanish Slave-trader, was chased into the Havannah 
by His Majesty’s Sloop ‘ Pylades ;* demand was made for her examination 
by the Mixed Commission, and a refusal was given by the Governor, on the 
pretext that she was not actually captured; the real fact being, that she. 
escaped into the Port of the Havannah, and that the British Officer (out of 
respect to His Catholick Majesty’s Flag), instead of taking possession of her, 
requested the interference of that very Governor to fulfil the Orders of his 
Sovereign. | 7 | 

Boats full of Slaves were seen to hurry from this Vessel. British Officers, 
placed in a Boat near the Vessel, solemnly attested the fact. ‘The Governor, 
on its being represented to him, treated the statement of His Majesty’s Ofh- 
cers as utterly unworthy of credit, and still refused to proceed against the 
Vessel, alleging, that there was no pretence for supposing that she had traded. 
in Slaves; and although the regular Gazette of the Port had, on her com- 
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mencing her voyage, declared that she was sriljng for Africa, ‘the Governor 
intimated, that that account also was not to be believed, and that she came, 
as the Captain now reported her, from Puerto Rico. | 

A British Officer then went on buard of the Vesscl, and found every thing 
indicating that her cargo had been Slaves. The Governor still declined to 
act, even so far as to take the Depositions, declaring all the reports against 
the Vessel to be idle rumours. 

It further appears, that, subsequently, some Slaves from this Vessel were, 
on their passage from the Havannah to a Port at the back of the Island, taken 
by a British Cruizer, and that the Vessel on board of which they were was 
tricd by the Mixed Commission. . Such, bowever, is the intimidatign em- 
ployed in the Island of Cuba against those who denounce Slave-traders, that 
the very Person, on whose information the capture was made, dared not give 
in Court his Evidence to the facts of which he was a Witness. | 

A question being put, in the course of the Proceedings, whether the Slaves 
- were part of the cargo of the ** Minerva,” the Spanish Commissioners ob- 
jected to tt, on the ground that such questions did not involve the immediate 
merits of the Case before them, and it was not until the Spanish Governor 
had understood that the British Schooner was swamped, to which the Officer 
and men belonged, who had witnessed the disembarkation of the Slaves, that 
he offered to take their Depositions. 

The extraordinary conduct of the higher Authorities, in regard to this 
Case of the “ Minerva,” can only be explained by a suspicion, which cannot 
but be attached to ihe conduct of these Authorities, namely, that they them- 
selves must be in some degree interested in the success of these illegal trans- 
actions. 

With these causes, however, His Majesty’s Government have nothing to 
do; but they cannot silently see the solemn Compacts entered into between 
the two Countries thus flagrantly infringed. ~~ 

I have to desire, therefore, that you will bring these facts to the knowledge 
of the Government of His Catholick Majesty, and will -acquaint the 
Spanish Minister, that His Majesty’s Government do not presume to judge 
what steps it 1s necessary for the Spanish Government to take, in respect to 
the Authorities who have thus acted in direct opposition to the Instructions, 
and abused the high power entrusted to them by their Sovereign ; but that, 
unless some step be taken. by the Spanish Government to protect and ensure 
the execution of the Instructions issued by them, in conformity to their 
Treaty, it is little less than a mockery to allow Hjs Majesty’s Commissioners 
to reside any longer at the Havannah, a Port which the Slave-traders will 
henceforth consider as the, Harbour for their Cargoes, and. for which they. 
will openly and directly run their Vessels, laden with Slaves, as the satest 
mode of ensuring the success of their undertakings. | 

| I am, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


The Right Hon. Frederick Lam, 
&e. &e. oe. 


No. 13. 
Mr. Secretary Canning tu the Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, 


SIR, Foreign Office, December 14, 1826. 


LHEREWITH send to you the Copy of a Letter from His. Majesty’s 
Consul at Cadiz, dated the 26th of October last, enclosing a publick Advertise- 
nent in the Gazette of that City, for the sale of a Negress. : 

You have been made aware that similar Advertisements have already 
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more than once, during the time which you have held His Majesty’s Mis- 
sion at Madrid, appeared in the publick Newspapers of Cadiz. 

These acts of slave purchase and sale, in Spain itself, are entirely repug- 
nant to the spirit of the Stipulation by which the Catholick King, in the Ist 
Article.of the Treaty of 22d of September 1817, “ engages to His Majesty, 
that the Slave-trade shall be abolished throughout the entire Dominions of 
‘Spain, on the 30th day of May 1820.” 

I have received The King’s Commands, therefore, to desire, that you will 

lace these facts before the Spanish Government, with the expression of His 
Majesty's hope, that you will receive in Answer, an intimation, that Orders 
will be given, immediately and publickly, for the discontinuance of a practice 
which, by its prevalence in the Mother Country, must afford an example, the 
effect of which cannot but be injurious to the due maintenance of the Faith 
pledged by His Catholick Majesty in his Compacts with this Country, for 
the abolition of the Slave-trade. Iam, &c. 


The Right Hon. Frederiek Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
&e. &ec. &e. . 


First Enclosure in No. 13. 
Mr. Consul Brackenbury to John Bidwell, Esq. 


Sir, | Cadiz, October 26, 1826. 


I BEG to enclose a Cadiz Diario of yesterday, which contains an Adver- 

_ tisement for the sale of another Negress. | | 

I have made this fact known to His Excellency Mr. Lamb. 
| | | I have, &c. 


John Bidwell, Esq (Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY. . 


Second Enclosure in No. 13. (Translation.) 
(1.)—LExtract from the Diario Mercantil of Cadiz, Wednesday, Oct. 25.1826. 
A NEGRESS, 20 years of age, is to be sold. She knows how to sew, to 


wash, to iron, to cook, &c. Further particulars in the Calle de las Escuelas, 
No. 160. 


No. 14, | 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Frederick Lamb. 


SIR, Foreign Office, December 15, 1826. 


IN reference to my Despatch to you of this Series, dated the 10th ultimo; 


upon the subject of the flagrant acts of Slave-trade, committed openly and 
with impunity, in the Case of the Slaves imported into the Havannah, on 
board of the Spanish Schooner “ Minerva,” and atterwards transported 
into another part of the Island of Cuba on board of the Spanish Steam-vessel 
“© Mexicano;” Ihave to transmit to you the Copy of a Communication 
from the Admiralty to this Department, contatning some further details upon 
the subject of this Case. 


You will make such use as may appear to you.to be be advisable of these 
Documents, in your Correspondence with the Spanish Government upon the 


matter in question. Iam, &c. 


* 


The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, — (Signed) GEORGE CANNING, 


&e. - Se. Sec. 7 
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First Enclosure in Nov 14. 
John Barrow, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. 


SIR, Admiralty Office,’ December 6, 1826. 


I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to-trans- 
mit to you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, Copies of a Letfer, 
and its Enclosures, from Vice Admiral Sir Lawrence W. Halsted, respecting ' 
the Slave-trade carrying on on the Coast of Cuba. _ ] 
: Iam, &c. ! 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. (Signed) JOHN BARROW. 


&e. &ec. &c. | oe 


Second Enclosure in No. 14. | 
Vice-Admiral Sir L. WW. Hatsted to J. W. Croker, Esq. - 


| “ Magnificent,” in Port Royal Harbour, 
Str, Jamaica, September 29, 1826. 


COMMANDER JACKSON, of His Majesty's Sloop ‘ Pylades,” having 
forwarded to me several Reports relating to the detention of Spanish Vessels 
engaged in the illicit Traffick in Slaves, on the North Coast of Cuba, and also 
to the impunity with which that Trade is still carricd on there, I send, here- 
with, Copies of the same, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of' 
the Admiralty. _ | 

The Enclosures, numbered from 1 to 8, shew, that the “ Pylades and 
Magpie,” Schooner, on the 16th ultimo, chased into the Port of Havannah - 
a very suspicious Schooner, which afterwards proved to be “* La Afinerva,” 
under Spanish Colours, having on board upwards of 200 Negroes, who, not- 
withstanding immediate information thereof was given to his Excellency 
Don Dionisio Vives, the Captain General, and to Commodure Laborde, 
Seventy of them (women) were landed at a publick shipping wharf, in open’ 
day-light, on the day she was chascd into the said Port ; and the remainder 

the same night, as the enclosed Papers incontestably prove. 

In further elucidation of the circumstances of this extraordinary affair, I: 
beg their Lordships’ attention to the detailed Affidavit, No. 9, which I have. 
obtained from Mr. (now Licutenant) Nott, who came to join the “‘ Harlequin,” 
by the * Union,” Schooner, which brought me Commander Jackson’s Des- 
patches; and { purpose obtaining the Oath of Lieutenant Hast also, to a 
duplicate of the said Affidavit, on the return of the “‘ Pylades.” The Case of 
this Vessel] is, ] am informed, before the Spanish Admiralty Court, for deci- 
sion, and not before that of the Mixed Commission. ) 

By the further Enclosures, numbered from 10 to 14, their Lordships will 
learn, upon Commander Jackson having received good information, that some 
of the above-mentioned Negroes, who were landed from the Schooner ‘* Le 
Minerva,” were concealed on board the Spanish Steam-vessel “‘ Mexicano,” 
which plies between Havannah and Matanzas, he, on the 20th August, 
boarded her when she was out three miles from the Moro; and although her’ 
Master most positively denied there were any such Negroes on board, and 
evinced every desire to resist being searched, 20 new Negroes, for whom he’ 
had no Passports, were discovered secreted below. — | 

In this Case I must likewise refer their Lordships to the detailed Affidavit, 
which I have received from Lieutenant Nott, Nu. 15, and to a Duplicate of. 
which, on the return of the “ Pylades,” I shall also obtain the Oath of Licu- 
tenant Hast. The result of this Trial before the Court of Mixed Commission 
was, that the “ Aexicano” should be restored, the Spaniards interested having 
produced the greatest number of Affidavits; though, in this restoration, ther 
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Lordships will find by the Finclosure No. 14, that W. S. Macleay, Esq. the 
British Commissioner of Arbitration, has not concurred. With such glaring 
Cases as thése,- happening in the Port of Havannah, their Lordships will rea- 
dily believe, that the Schooner “ La Dichosa,” mentioned in the last Enclo- 
sure, No. 16, found no dithculty whatever in landing her slaves at an Out 
Port, as reported by the late Lieutenant Sinith, who is perfectly correct in’ 
remarking, that this is not a solitary instance of the Spanish Brig-of-War | 
“ Bellona,” affording countenance to Vessels engaged in the Slave-trade; the 
Brig alluded to in the Enclosure, No. 3, of my Despatch of the 24th Au- 
gust, 1825, being this same “ Bellona.” : | 

From the circumstances of the Case of the “ Mexicano,” it will be apparent 
to their Lordships, how easily the Provisions of the Convention for the sup- 
pression of the Trattick in Slaves mav be evaded, if the people of Cuba can 
transport their Slaves coastwise, without Passports emanating from the highest 
local Authorities. A Slave-vessel, in short, need only succeed in landing her 
cargo on any point of the Coast, and at leisure remove them with impunity 
to all Parts of the Island. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


J. IF’. Croker, Esq. (Signed) L. W. HALSTED, Vice-Admiral. 
Se. &e. Se. , 


Second Enclosure (1.) in No. 14. 


Captain Jackson to Vice-Admiral Sir L. W. Halsted. 


(Extract.) AL ALS. © Pylades,” Havannah, Sept. 11, 1826. 

ON the 16th ultimo, in company with the “ Magpie,” we observed a very 
suspicious looking Vessel, which afterwards proved to be the Spanish Slave- 
schooner “ A/inerva,” standing in for the Land. Letters, numbered from 2 
to 8, and Lieut. Smith’s Letter, No. 5, will fully explain the circumstances 
attending this nefarious transaction, wherein it has since come to my know- | 
Iedee, that part of the Slaves from the said Schooner were fanded during 
day-light even in the Port of Havannah, the others, as Lieut. Smith’s above- 
mentioned Letter will shew, were positively landed during the Night. 

On the Morning of the 20th ultimo, I boarded the Steam-vessel ‘© Mexi- 
eano,” out 3 miles from the Moro; my Letters, numbered 10 to 14, and 
the Statement of Lieut. Hast and Mr. Nott, Mate, No. 13, contain an ex- 
planation of the cause of her detention; but in writing the Letter No. 13, I 
could not possibly foresee, that Oaths would be made, and handed in, as 
opposite to truth as the North is to the South Pole. | 

First, the Master of the Vessel swore, that she was within musket-shot of 
the Moro when boarded; next, that he did not deny having Slaves on board, 
nor permission to search, and that they were not secreted away. 

Count San Fernando (the Owner of the Slaves) swore they had been nine 
Months in the Island; the Curate, that he had baptized them; and the 
Overseer of the Estate, that they had been that time on the Property. 

The Governor, being applied to by the Commissioners, to know if he had 
been in the habit of giving Passports, replied, that he had not ; though this 
was a solitary instance of truth on that side of the question, it was, never- 
theless, a subterfuge, for he, some Months previously, made a Proclamation, 
forbidding the conveyance of Slaves from one part of the Island to another, 
consequently no Passports were applied for. 

The Boarding Ofhcer, or myself, was not called on to give Evidence, or | 
we would have had no difficulty in proving, by their own statement, the 
perjury they had committed. Notwithstanding every thing appears to me 
as plain as the light at Noon-day, yet, on the 29th of August, the Court de- 
cided that I should give up the Vesscl, although they acknowledged the 
correctness of my Statement. ‘They have decidedly acted contrary to Evi- 
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Mr. Macleay, Commissioner of Arbitration, will’ send home his Opiniort 
the first opportunity, which ts, that the Vessel should be condemned, beca ase 
the act of detention was just; but the Spanish Commissioners say, there is 
no penalty attached to a breach of that Article, thereby shewing a deter- 
mination to take advantage of every trifle in favour of the Trade though 
contrary to the true meaning of the Acts for the Abolition of Slavery. 

However, I am of opinion, that the landing of the Slaves from the “ Di- 
.chosa,” the “ Minerva” Schooner, in the face of all the Authoritics in the 
Harbour of Havannah, the detention of the ‘* Mexicano” Steam-vessel, to- 
-gether with the decision of the Court, will bring the matter to such a crisis, 
as to cause the adoption of the neccessary Measures to ensure the impossibility 
of a recurrence of the kind. 

At this moment, the Trade is so far free that they may carry Slaves from 
one part of the Island to another, although it could be proved that they had 
only been landed the day betore. 

Mr. Nott has given his Evidence before the Court alluded to by the 
Governor, and can answer any questions you may think necessary for your 
information. (Signed) G.V. JACKSON, Comm ader. 
Vice-Admiral Sir L. WV. Halsted. : 


Second Enclosure (2.) in No. 14. 


Captain Jackson tothe British Commissioner of Arbitration at the Havannah. 
SEE First Enclosure in No. 84, Class A. 


Second Enclosure (3.) in No. 14. 
Captain Jackson to the Captain- General of Cuba. 
SEE Ninth Enclosure in No. 84, Class A. 


Second Enclosure (4.) in No. 14. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Captain Jackson. 
SEE Fourth Enclosure in No. 84, Class A. 


Second Enclosure (5.) in No. 14. 
Lieutenant Smith to Captain Jackson. 
Sir, | His Ml’s. §. 6 Magpie,” Havannah, Aug. 16, 1826. 


IN obedience to your orders I anchored here last Night, and proceeded on 
Shore, to gain any further particulars relating to the Schooner chased inte 
this Port by His Majesty’s Sloop under your command. A rumour was pre- 
valent of her having Slaves on board at that moment. 

Avreeably to your directions, I then stationed a Boat to watch her move- 
ments during the Night, which duty devolved on Mr. Nott, whom you sent 
with us, and was executed with much vigilance on his part. 

Between the hours of 11 and 12, he observed 6 or 7 Boats leave her, 
full of Negroes, and, from following them closely, bears witness to their 
landing at the Shipping Wharf near the Church of San Francisco, Infor- 
mation of the above fact was inmediately given to the Commodore’s Ship, 
and conceiving a moment’s delay would be of consequence, I communicated 
with the Captain-General and Commodore Laborde as soon as it was pos- 
sible, which Communication I have the honour to enclose. 

Shortly previous to your anchoring I examined the Schooner, in company 
with a Spanish Officer, and found her as follows: ‘* La Minerva,” Manuel 
Fernandez, Master, 3 guns and 35 men, said to be 42 days from Porto Rico, 
in ballast, but tn every respect fitted as a Slaver, and, froin her appearance 
alone, must have landed her cargo very recently. 

~ J have, &e. 
(Siened) |§ EDW. SMITH, Lieut. and Commander. 


Commander Jackson, “ Pylades.” 
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Second Enclosure (6.) in No. 14. 
Lieutenant Smith to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Eis Majesty's Schooner “ Magme,” Havannah, 
Sir, August 17, 1826, 11.30. P.M. 

I BEG to report to your Excellency 6 or 7 Boats full of Negroes are now in 
the act of landing at the Shipping Wharf from the Schooner chased by is 
Britannick Majesty’s Sloop “ Pylades” to this Port. 

| have, &e. 
(Signed) EDW. SMITH, Lieut. and Commander. | 
Eis Excellency General Vives. : 


Second Enclosure (7.) in No. 14. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Lieutenant Sinith. 
SEE Third Enclosure in No. 84, Class A. 


Second Enclosure (8.) in No. 14. (Translation.) 
Captain Laborde to Lieutenant Smith. 


On board the “ Guerrero,” in the Port of Havannah, 
Sir, August 17, 1826. 


BY the Letter, dated at half-past 11 o’Clock last Night, which you delivered 
to me this Morning, I am informed, that at that hour there were 6 or 7 Boats 
landing Negroes that have been brought here in a Spanish Merchant Schoo- 
ner, which was chased into this Port yesterday by the English Sloop-of-War 
“ Pylades,” ‘concerning which circumstance the necessary enquiries had already 
been instituted, in consequence ot a Communication from his Excellency the 
Captain-General of the Island, in which he enclosed to me the Letter he had 
received from you on the same subject. 

: I have the honour, &e. 
Lieutenant Smith. (Signed) ANGEL LABORDE, 


Second Enclosure (9.) in No. 14. 
Affidavit of Lieutenant Nott. 


Statement of Circumstances relative to the ‘“ Minerva,” Spanish Slave 
Schooner, which cume under my immediate notice while serving in His 
Majesty’s Sloop ** Pytades,” on the Havannah Station. 


ON the 16th of August 1826, about 2. 30. p.m., I was ordered by Captain 
Jackson to proceed into the Havannah, and examine a suspicious Schooner, 
under Spanish Colours, chased by His Majesty’s Sioop “ Pylades” into that 
Port; and if any opposition should be made to my so doing, to apply to the 
Spanish Flag-Ship for assistance. 

In pursuance of these directions, I proceeded on board the Schooner, 
then just anchoring, and apparently in charge of a Spanish Naval Othcer and 
cuard. On stating my desire to know from whence the Schooner had arrived, - 
and what Cargo she had on board, the Naval Officer commanded that no Per- 
son should reply to my questions but himself; and then informed me, through 
the medium of a man who spoke Mnglish, that a British Officer had no right to 
demand any account of a Spanish Vessel under Spanish Coloursin aSpanish Port. 

I replied, that from the Vessel’s suspicious appearance, and from her having 
used every exertion, both by sweeps and sails, to escape from a British Man 
of War, 1 felt perfectly justified in making such demand, and that if it was 
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not complied with, I must make application to the Spanish Authorities for 
the requisite information. ~ 

He said the Master had supposed he was chased by a Colombian Cruizer, 
and turther gave me to understand that no more questions should be answered 
unless enforced by an order from the Governor. 

From the anxiety expressed by the Master of the Vessel, that none of her 
Crew should communicate with the Men of the ** Pylades ;” from the dilapi- 
dated state of her hull, masts, and rigging; and from the hatchways being 
carefully closed, and covered with loose spars, &c.; my suspicions were not 
only excited that she had been engaged in the illicit conveyance of Slaves from 
the Coast of Africa, but that a considerable number were actually on board 
at the moment of mv visiting her. This [stated to the Commanding Officer 
of “ Le Guerrero,” the Commodore’s Flay Ship, and from him demanded as- 
sistance to make the necessary tnvestigation, Fle referred me to the Com- 
modore himself at the Admiralty-Llouse, where [ was inforined by the Secre- 
tary and Flag Licutenaut, in Junction with the Officer I had previously seen 
on board the Schooner, that the Commodore was dining with the Governor. 

To the Flag Licutenant, whe spoke Enelish fluently, [ related the circum- 
stances attached to the Vessel chased in by the ‘¢ Pvlades,” aud also expressed 

my desire to be furnished with permission to satisfy myself by ocular demon- 
stration, whether she had Negroes on board or not. ‘This was refused by the 
Sceretary aud himself, on the former plea, that had no right to question a 
Spanish Vessel ina Spanish Port. 

Froin gence [ proceeded to the Governor's, and requested to be admitted 
to his presence. 1 was informed by an Officer in waiting, that bis Excellency 
was engaged, and also that the Commodore had not dined there. [ recapitu- 
Jated my suspicions relative to the Schooner, to the first Officer, and to two 
others who had jomed him; on which one, apparently of rank, accompanied 
me to the Wharf; and having clearly ascertained which was the Vessel, and 
tully possessed himself of all circumstances relative to her, both from me and 
others, he embarked in a Government Boat, and went on board her, 
desiring me to meet him at the Governor’s Palace on his return; which I 
‘did, and was there informed, after a consultation of considerable length, in 
which, besides the three Ofheers already mentioned, two other Gentlemen 
joined, “that the Governor did not feel authorized either to permit me to 
examine the Vessel, or to furnish me with any particulars respecting her, for 
the information of the Captain of the ‘* Pylades,” until she had been otheially 
reported to him by the Commandant of Marine, at whose Office I must apply.” 

On returning to the Admiralty Office, [ found that the Spanish Boat’s 
Crew, who had accompanied the Governor’s Officer to the Schooner, had 
communicated to wy men that she was the ‘ Minerva” from Princes Island, 
with 250 slaves then on board. To the Secretary ! stated this additional cir- 

‘cumstance, and again desired to be admitted to the presence of the Commo- 
“dore, whose absence he did not,then mention, but entered an inner Apartment, 
as I imagined, for the purpose of communicating my desire. After some time 
chad elapsed he rejoined me, and declared that the Cominodore was in the 
Country, and would not probably arrive till very late. 

It was now near sun-set, after which time, no Boats are allowed to leave the 
Harbour, without especial permission ; I therefore returned to the “ Pylades,” 
informing the Captain of all the particulars here related, also of my opinion, 
that if a possibility existed of a Vessel entering the [Tavannah with Negroes, 
the * Minerva” had a considerable nuinber stowed beneath her hatches at the 
time of my boarding ber ; and morcover that I had perceived on ny passage 
out of the Port, that she had removed from her first anchorage, to a Wharf 
situated near Casa Blanca, the general rendezvous for Vessels engaged in the 
, Slave-trade. 

On this Captain Jackson ordered the “ Magpie,” Lieutenant Smith, to pro- 
eced into the Harbour, and anchor as near to the suspected Vessel as possible ; 
providing me with a Boat, that I might have an opportunity of observing the 
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motions of the ‘“ Minerva,” during the Night. 
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‘On anchoring, Licutenant Smith and myself proceeded on Shore, and there 
found it publickly reported that the “ Minerva” had arrived that day from 
the Coast of Africa with between 200 and 300 Negrocs on board, though her 
mame was enrolled at the Custom-House, as being from Porto Rico, 30 days, 
in ballast. ; 
For the purpose of watching her, I lay as near to the Vessel as the risk of 
discovery would admit, being accompanied by 2 Seamen in the “ Magpic’s” 
Boat ; and between the hours of 11 and 12, perceived a common Passage- 
boat, provided with an awning, leave the quarter of the “ Minerva” which was 


next the Wharf, and make for the Havannah, followed by two more; I ran. 


alongside the first, and clearly saw, by the aid of the Moon, which was full 
and unclouded, at least 20 unclothed Negroes stowed in the bottom of her, 
with their heads shaved. | 

‘The Boatman seized on some missile, aud discharged it at my head, which, 
however, it passed, and striking the side of the Boat, fell into the water. Not 


wishing to encounter a repetition of this, without retort, nor yet to excite 


alarm, I produced a pistol, and threatened if he did not pull quictly on his 
course, to silence him with the contents of it. | : 
I examined the second and third Boats, in like manner, and found that they 
contained a cargo similar to the first; but guarded cach by 2 or 3 people 
an Spanish habits, and these I perceived were tollowed by 3 or 4 more. _ 
My orders being expressly to observe, and not to attack, I quietly rowed at 


a small distance, till they finally, to the number of 6 or 7 large Boats, landed — 


upwards of 100 Negroes on one of the most publick Wharts in the Havannah, 
at the back of the Church of St. Francisco, and within 20 yards of a Spanish 
Guard--House, containing Soldiers. It may be proper also to mention, that 
the Negroes were all handed from the Boats to the deck of an American 
Vessel exposed for sale, and thence to the Wharf. 
immediately the landing was effected, several of the Boats gave chase to 


me, and as, from the cursing of the boatmen, I had every reason to suppose 


their intent was hostile, I returned to the ‘ Magpie,” and acquainted Lieute- 
nant Smith with the foregoing circumstances, and by his directions gave 
immediate intelligence to the Commanding Officer of the, Flag Ship, that the 
s¢ Minerva” was at that time landing Negroes on the Wharf of St. Francisco. 
His reply was, ‘ that he had no authority to mterfere in the prevention of 


it, but that the Commodore should be furnished with my report in the - 


<* Morning.” 

The 2 men who accompanied me in the Boat this Night, and declared 
themselves ready to make Oath to all the particulars in this Statement, are, I 
regret to observe, involved in the unfortunate fate of the “ Magpie.” 

At day-light I conveyed a,written Account of the events ot the preceding 
Night to the Governor, from Lieutenant Sinith, and on being admitted to the 
presence of his Excellency, was told by tim, that he would instantly commu- 


Nicate withthe Admiralty on the subject, and give me an Answer, which he 


did, and I subsequently delivered it to Lieutenant Smith, who had in the 
mean time waited on the Commodore, and, as he stated to me, been supplicd 
by him with an Order to examine the “Minerva,” in company with the 
Harbour Master; and that he had found her in that state which Vesscls 
usually are, who have, after a very long voyage, recently landed Negroes ; 
being excessively dirty, with the holds pertectly clear, except of water casks, 
and the remains of those provisions which are usually supplied to Negroes, 
such at rice, oil, &c.; also, that she was armed with one long 9-pounder 
amid-ships, and an 18-pounder carronade on each broadside. He moreover 
informed me, that the Commodore had confessed to him that he was at home 
on the preceding Evening at the time that | had waited on him, but that being 
fatigued he had denied himself. oS 

On Monday, the 4th of September, I was examined on the honour of a 
British Officer, before one of the Admiralty Courts, respecting the fact of the 
«© Minerva” having landed Negroes in the Havannah I Larbour, and the :nauner 
an which it was effected. 

vf 
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_ On this occasion my evidence was similar in all points to the above relation, 
at which the Naval Commandant, presiding, expressed some surprizc, as he 
had a letter (which he read) from the Harbour Master, who had examined the | 
Vessel with Licutenant Smith, stating, that they both concurred in opinion 
that she had not been engaged in the illicit conveyance of Slaves, for that 
there was no room or accommodation in her for that Trathck, or provision on 
board, save such as was customuary to provide for a Spanish Crew. I replied, 
“‘T regretted much the lamented death of Lieutenant Smith prevented his 
appearing to falsify what I, however, there publickly declared to be totally 
void of truth. 
On a demand being made for the two Seamen who had accompanied me, 
and were unfortunately drowned; and some demur occurring as to want of 
more evidence, I pointed out Mr. Wade, Master of the “‘ Mary Brade,” Liver- 
| } Merchant-ship, who, with his two Apprentices, had, about sun-set of the 
ening of the 16th of August, seen and counted 64 female Neyroes, handed 
from the hold of the “ Minerva,” and thence to the Wharf alongside which 
she was moored. This Gentleman's evidence, with that of his two Appren- 
tices, has been, as I subsequently learnt from him, demanded in the same 
Court, and taken on oath. To all that 1s here stated I am ready to swear, - 
should I be called upon so to do. 


Signed by me in Port Royal Harbour, 1 (Signed) JOHN N. NOTT, 
September 27, 1826. Acting Lieutenant. - 


P.S.—In the conversations mentioned iu the foregoing Statement, I either 
spoke French, when it was understood, or had the assistance of an Interpreter 


who spoke Spanish and English. (Signed) JOHN N. NOTT. 


As far as the Undersigned Deponent has mentioned in the foregoing State- 
ment that he himself was personally concerned, he voluntarily maketh oath 


_ to the truth thereof. (Signed) JOHN N. NOTT. 
Sworn before me, this 30th day of (Signed) JosePH Barnes, 
. September 1826, at Kingston. Mayor. 


~ 


Second Enclosure (10.) in No. 14. 
Captain Jackson to the Mixed Commission at the Havannah. 


SEE First Enclosure in No. 89, Class A. 


Second Enclosure ( 11.) in No, 14. 
Captain Jackson to the Captain-General of Cuba. 


Sir, HT. M. Sloop “ Pylades,” Havannah, Aug. 22, 1826 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency that, on the 20th instant, 
I detained the Steami-vessel ‘‘ Mexicano,” Don Joze Lopez, Master, in con- 
sequence of her having on board 20 Slaves, in direct violation of Article 7 of 
the Treaty concluded between Their Britanniek and Catholick Majesties, on 
the 23d ot September 1817. 

The more minute particulars, your Excellency will be furnished with by 
the British Commissioner. I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. V. JACKSON, Commander. 
His Excellency Generat Vives. ss 


Spain. 
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Second Enclosure (12.) in No. 14. (Translation.) 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Captain Jackson. 


Office of the Captain- General of the ever Fatthfal Island of Cuba, 
Havannah, August 26, 1826. 


AS the subject of the detention of the Steam-hoat “ Mevicano,” from the 
circumstance of there being on board of her, as you state, 20 Slaves, relates to 
the Mixed Commission, [ have this day written to the Members of the said 
Commission, and directed them to institute the necessary enquiries into the 
subject, conformably to the ends of justice; and I mention this in reply to 
your Letter of this date, in which you are pleased to communicate the occur- 

rence to me. God preserve you many Years, 


(Signed) FF. D. VIVES. 
The Commander of the English Frigate  Pylades.” 


Second Enclosure (13.) in No. 14. 


Statement of Lieutenant Philip Hast, and Mr. John Nott, Mate of His 
Majesty's Ship.“ Pylades.” 


ON Sunday the 20th day of Angust 1826, at 6.30. a.m., the Ship being 
then about 4 miles East of the Moro, we, Lieutenant P. Hast, and Mr. 
Nott, Mate, did, in pursuance of orders, board the Steain-vessel ‘« Mexicano,” 
to discover if, in accordance with the information received against her, she 
was in any manner engaged in the illicit Traffick of Negro Slaves: on stating 
our intent to the Master of the Vessel, he positively refused to allow search of 
any description to be made, at the same time declaring, that he had no Ne- 
groes on board, but the Servants attached to the Passengers, who were to be 
seen on deck: He then loudly desired the helm to be put up that he might: 
run back to Havannah. This was prevented, and 4 Boat dispatched to the 
Ship for further Instructions. In the mean time we proceeded to the fore 
part of the deck among the Negro Servants there assembled, and do positively 
declare that they were not to be identified with, nor did in any tnariner © 
resemble the Slaves afterwards found in the hold. On ordering the fore- 
hatches to be lifted, the Crew jumped on them, and refused to be removed 
unless by violence. On the return of the Boat with additional force, atid orders 
to search, let what would occur, the Master, by the advice of the Passetigers, 
declined further resistance, and delivercd up the charge of tle Vessel. Liettte- 
nant Hast then proceeded, with a party of hands, into the fore-hold, and though 
sufficient light was conveyed, both hatches being off, he perceived no person 
there. Mr. Nott and more hands then descended, and was likewise convince 
that no living creature was openly visible, but, on removing some furniture, 
chairs, tables, &c. 14 Negroes were producéd from beneath them, stowed 
between the bulk-heading that ei a ae the Steam-boilers from the Vessel’s 
side, and 6 more (females) from the fore-peak, secreted by rope, sails, and a 
hawser being coiled 5 them. The Master was then informed, that if he 
possessed a Licence from the Government of Havannah, authorizing the 
conveyance of these Negroes, the detention would be withdrawn; but he 

roduced only a Paper permitting the Vessel to run between Havannah and 
pes for 30 days; on which she was taken in charge by the Officers and 
Crew of His Majesty’s Ship. 

From the miserably emaciated and diseased state of the Slaves, their awk- 
ward manner of using the new clothes with which they had evidently been 
just supplied; their total ignorance of European customs, and of any European 
language ; and also from observing that their heads were close shaved, after 
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the manner of those recently imported, we do not hesitate in declaring our 
firm belief, that they could not have been landed many days, and the more 
especially as the Passengers, far from concealing, rather openly. spoke of and 
joked on the subject of their being part of the cargo of the “ Minerva” Slavc- 
schoorter, chased in by the “ Pylades” a few days previous. And moreover, 
our bclief in this is strengthened, by having heard- the Master of the British 
Brig * “ Mary Brade,” of Liverpool, say, that he recognised one of the women 
(remarkable in her appearance), as having been landed: from the ‘« Minerva” 
on her arrival in Havannah. : | | 
We have further to observe, that out of fifty-three passengers, six alone 
{and those general Traders between the two Ports) were not supplicd with 
regular Passports from the Government; and that all the Negroes, with the 
exception of the 20 secreted in the hold, were either separately furnished with 
such Document, or included in that of their Masters. 
Given under our hands, on board His Majesty’s Sloop « Pylades,” Ha- 
vannah, this 24th day of August; 1826. 


(Signed) PHILIP HAST, Senior Lieutenant. 
JOHN N. NOTT, Mate. 


* Wa. Spade, Owner. Brade and Moore of Liverpool. 


Second Enclosure (14.) in No. 14. “8 = 


Sentence of the Mixed Commission at the Havannah, in the Case of the 
‘* Mexicano.” : | 


SEE Eighth Enclosure in No. 89, Class A. 


Second Enclosure (15.) in No. 14. 
Affidavit of Lieutenant Nott. 


Statement of Occurrences relative to the Detention of the “Mexicano” Steam 


Packet, off the Havannah, by His Majesty's Sloop “ Pylades.” 


ON the 20th of August 1826, about 6 4. M., the Ship being then at least 
4 miles from the Moro Fort, I was ordered by Captain Jackson to proceed, 
under the command of Lieutenant Hast, and examine the Steam Packet 
‘* Mexicano,” apparently on her passage to Matanzas, to discover, by diligent 
search, whether she was in' any manner engaged in 
slaves from one Port in the Spanish Possessions to another, as most expressly 
forbid by Article 7, which he pointed out to me, in the Treaty between 
Their Catholick and Most Christian Majesties The Kings of Spain and 
Great Britain. . : . os | 

Accordingly, on boarding the “* Mexicano,” by direction of Lieut. Hast, I 
demanded of the Master his Licence from the Government of Havannah, to 
convey the Negroes to Matanzas, which I knew, from positive information, 
were then on board. He denied having any Negroes, and, consequently, the 
necessity of a Passport of -this description ; calling out, at the same time, in 
junction with the Passengers, to return to the Havannah, and ordering the 
helm to be altered for that purpose, which I imme 
taking the tiller from the helmsman, and placing a guard over it. Lieut. 
Hast then stated his orders to searcli the Vessel, which the Master intimated 


he should not do, again denving the presence of any Negroes on board,’ | 


except the Servants of the Passengers, who were all on the deck. Lieut. Hast 
then dispatched a Boat to the “ Pvlades” for additional force and Instruc- 
tions ; and, in the mean time, we both procecded among those Blacks as-. 
sembled on the fore-part of the deck ; and I am ready to make Oath, that 


the illicit conveyance of | 


diately prevented by ’ 
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they were not to be identified with, nor did in any manner, except form and 
colour, resemble those Necroes afterwards discovered secreted in the hold. 

~ On ordering the fore-hatches to be litted, several of the Crew jumped on 
" them, and refused to be moved,.unless by foree. The generality of the 
Passengers bevan now to be vehemently clamorous, desiring the Master, ir 
he had any Negroes on board, to produce them, that the Vessel might be 
liberated, and permitted to return to the Havannah.: But amongst the forc- 
most of those who opposed this, and contributed to disturbance, both at this. 
time and during the succeeding passage, was one Henry Stondon, -calling 
himselt Merchant of Havannah, and who eventually proved to be so; another 
of the Passengers mentioned that the Mate, on perceiving me in one of the 
Boats, approaching the ‘“ Mexicano,” to board her, had exclaimed, ‘ There 
1s the Othcer who boarded the ‘“* Minerva,” he is coming to pay us off for that 
business, I suppose.” My conviction now became stronger that Negroes were 
positively on board, contrary to the existing Laws. 

Ou the arrival of orders trom Captain Jackson to search, Ict what would 
occur, with a suthcient force to compel compliance, the Master of the “ Mexi- 
cano” signified his intent to offer no further opposition, and declared that he 
considered himself, from that moment, no longer in charge of the Vessel. 
Lieut. Hast aad myself.then proceeded to the forehold, into which we 
descended, and became satisfied that no Person was openly visible, though 
sufficient light was conveyed through the hatchway, both the hatches being 
off; but on ordering some chairs and other furniture to be removed from 
between the bulk-heading, which separated the steam-boilers from the Vessel’s 
side, 14 male Negroes were discovered stowed beteath these articles, and ex- 
posed to the intense heat produced by the lighted stoves. The general idea 
which seemed to pervade the minds of these poor wretches was, that, their 
throats would be instantly cut, and they besought us, by the most supplica- 
ting signs and gestures, to spare them from the horrid fate they seemed tu 
anticipate. On comprehending, from our assurances, that deliverance, not 
destruction, was intended, their joy became unbounded, and one, more intelli- 
ligent than the rest, pointed to the fore-peak, where, after diligent investiga- 
tion, 6 females were found underneath rope sails and a hawser, the whole of 
which must have been deliberately coiled upon them, for the purpose of con- 
cealment. The greater part of these unfortunate beings, both male and 
female, were afflicted with severe ophthalmia, and, at the time of discovery, 
nearly deprived of sight, from the quantity and nature of the discharge, 
encrusted trom want of attention of the eyes and upper part of the face. 

I further observed that they were all shaved, similar to the Negroes landed 
from the ‘“‘ Minerva,” and I huve no hesitation in afhrming, from their total 
ignorance of any European language or custom; from the newness of their 
clothes, and the awkward mode in which they used them evidently consider- 
ing them asa novelty; and from the disinclination they evinced to European 
provision, as well as their general manner and appearance, that they had been 
very recently imported from Africa, though, on the subsequent Trial before 
the Mixed Commission, the Owner, (a Spanish Marquis) and several other 

eople of respectability, swore to their having been above 9 Months on the 
Island of Cuba, which assertions afterwards became the publick joke of Ha- 
vannah, and were decidedly considered, in general opinion, as deliberate 
falsehoods. Indeed, from the conversations of the Passengers, who, far from: 
concealing, rather openly conversed on the subject of their being part of the 
cargo of the ‘* Minerva,” as well as from the circumstance: of Mr. Wade, 
Master of the “‘ Mary Brade,” Liverpool Merchant Brig, having recognised 
ene of the women (very remarkable in her appearance,) as being landed 
from that Scl.coner, on the Evening of the 16th August, I firmly believe that 
the 20 Negroes secreted in the hold of the ‘‘ Mexicano,” were part of those 
landed in Havannah, from the ‘‘ Minerva” Spanish Schooner, previousiy 
chased in by the “ Pylades.” —— ) 
_ After a strict investigation in every part of the “ Mexicano,” the Master was 
informed, that if he possessed a Permission .from the Government of Ha- 
: : 8 | 
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vanyah, aythorising him to convey Negroes who were slaves, from one Port 
in the Spanish Possessions to another, hig Vessel would be immediately libe- 
rated, and on his stating, that he was only provided with ong Paper, which 
proved to be a Licence for himself and Crew to run the Steam-packet 
‘© Mexicano,” between Havannal) and Matanzas, for 39 days, she wes taken 
possession ot by His Majesty’s Othcers, and sail made, in egmpany with the 
** Pylades,” the Engineer having refused, at the instance of the Master, to put 
the machinery in motion, which resolution was, however, overryled by the 
Passengers on the following day ; and by great exertion the “* Pylades” and 
the “ Mexicano” arrived inthe Havannah, on Monday Night, the 21st. 

On the Passengers leaving the Vessel, 47, out of 53, produced, and had 
‘their Passports registered, the remaining 6, being General Traders between the 
2 Ports, had not supposed it necessary to provide such Document; but I 
am ready to swear, that all the Negroes on board, with the exception of the 
20 secreted in the hold, were either furnished with separate Passports, or in- 
eluded in that of the Master, | 

One of the Owners of the “ Mexicano,” after the liberation of the Vessel, 
unguardedly confessed to me, in conversation, that the Negroes in. question 
had been embarked from the Church of St. Francisco (the Place where I had 

srevjously observed part of the Cargo of the ‘“ Minerva™ landed) on the 
Nora of the 20th, for conveyance to Matangas, Hy 

Of all the circumstances here related, except this last, Lieut. Hast must be 
perfectly aware, and I have nq doubt, in conjunction with myself, is ready to 
jnake Oath to the truth of, E 

Signed by me, in Port Royal Harbour, on the 27th day of September 1826. 


(Signed) JOHN NEALE NOTT, Acting Lieutenant, 


P.S. In the conversations mentioned in the foregoing Statement, I either 
spake in French, when it was understood, or had the assistance of an Inter: 
prater, wha Spoke Spanish and English. ~ ~ 

7 (Signed) § JOHN NEALE NOTT, 


- As far as the undersigned Deponent has mentioned in the foregoing State- 
ment, that he himself was personally eoncerned, he voluntarily maketh Oath 


to the truth thereof, 


| (Signed) JOHN NEALE NOTT, Acting Lieutenant. 
Sworn before me, this 30th day of September 1826, at Kingston. j 
(Signed) Jos. Barnes, Mayor: 


- 
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Second Enclosure (16.) in No. 14. 
Lieutenant Smith to Captain Jackson. 


: hs Majesty's Schooner *¢ Ma gpic,” July 19 1826 
Sir,  ” . Port Mariel, SE. Miles, oe ° 


FOR the information of the Commander-in-Chief, I have to report, His 
Majesty's Schooner under my. command, oa the 18th instant, cruizing off 
Puerto Cabafias, observed the Spanish Brigantine-of-War “ Bellona,” with 
Convoy, making for that Port; amongst whom was a Schooner of so very 
suspicious appearance I felt it my duty to board. 

Qur near approach to the entrance of the Harbour would not admit of this 
yntil they had anchored. I then communicated with the “ Belfona.” 
whose Commander most distinctly asserted her to be from Cadiz to Bahia: 
Honda, and Havannah, in hallast ; considering: iny Orders, in any Case, 
would not admit ot a Vessel of this description to pase unnoticed, | persisted’ 
?n my former determination, with many objections on big part, and found her’ 
as follows :-— | ' | 


“ La Dichosa,” Spanish Schooner, of 3: guns. and 29 men, Dor Ramon’ 


3G 
Spam. | 81 0s 


Tores, Master, by Papers; ftam St. Thomas, in ballast, apparently bad landed 
slaves very lately : my want-of evidence to the latter fact would not warrant 
her detention. . I, therefore, proceeded to Bahia Hunda, and gained informa- 
tion of the above Schooner having landed 158 slaves, some distance to leeward 
of that Port. os 

. I must beg tocall the attention. of the Commander-in-Chiet towards the 
conduct of this Spanish Vessel-of-War, being, I believe, not a solitary 
instance of her attempt to screen a Vessel engaged in the illicit traffick we are 
both bound toextirpate.- ©. - 7 
_ At Bahia Honda, “ La Dichosa,” not in any way making a secret of her 
yoyage, the ‘‘ Bellona” could not have been ignorant of it. Whilst I regret 
the escape of this Vessel, I must observe, she came by way of Cape Antonio, 
and put into Bahia Honda for water, after landing her cargo ; the “‘ Magpie” 
cruizing between that Port and Mariel, — [_have, &c. 

. 7 (Signed)'* EDWARD SMITH, Lieut. and Commander. 
G. V. Jackson, Esq. © _ _ : 


‘ , No. 15. 
The Right Hon. F. Lam to Mr. Secretary Canning. _ 

- Sir, “3: | - Madrid, December 10, 1826. 
- IN compliance with the Orders conveyed in your Despatch, Slave-trade, 
of the 3d of October of the present Year, I addressed to the Spanish Mi-' 
nister a Note, of wmch a Copy ‘is enclosed, complaining of the piratical 
ptaceedings on the Coast of Africa of Vessels hnder thé Spanish Flag. °° 

You will perceive, by the Answer of M. Salmon to this Communication, 
which is likewise enclosed, that Orders have been transmitted to the Spanish - 
Authorities in the West Indies to seize the ‘‘ Carolina” wherever this Vessel 
shall make her appearance. ~  _. - I have, &c. . 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) | F. LAMB. 
Se. = Se. ge... : ie ee ia 


. First Enclosure in No. 15. 0's | | 
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to the Chevalier Salmon. 
| _ | Madrid, November 9, 1826. | 


. THE Uadersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to his Excellency M.- 
Salmon, His Catholick Majesty’s Prineipat Secretary of State, ‘Translations of 
| Papers, containing an account of one of those Cases, of which there have 
recently oceurred many instances, in which the Flag of His Catholick Majesty 
has been abused for the purpose of committing acts of Piracy. | 

: It appears that it 1s the custom of the Owners of these Spanisty piratical 
Vessels, the greater part of which there i reason to suppose are equipped | 
at the Havannah, to send them out fitted both for Trade and tor War; but 
their trade is. the proscribed Trade in Human. Beings, and the war they, wage 
is a War of Piracy. : 

It is their practice to hover on the Coast of Africa, where, if they can con- 
veniently barter for, and-embark a Cargo of Slaves, they proceed with that 
Cargo, generally, direct to.the Iskand of Cuba‘; if they do not sacceed at once 
in this barter, or if. an opportunity for piraey previously presents itsclf, they: 

_ sevze the first Vessel they meet with, preferring one that may be laden with ° 
Slaves, and, taking possession of the Vessel, they murder or put on shore the 
white men. found on board, and- proceed with the Vessel’ and Cargo to Cuba, : 
where they land the Slaves surreptitiously at the back of the Island, and then - 
enter i ballast at the-Havannah 
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An instance has recentlv occurred in which an English Prize Crew has dis- 
appeared, murdered, as it is supposed, by these Pirates. The name of the 
Pirate Vessel is supposed to have been the “ Gadilar” or “* Pelican,” and the 
Captain and Crew have as yet escaped the conviction and punishment due to 
their crimes. | 

Another instance, which forms the particular object of this Note, has more 
recently occurred in the Case of a Vessel, said to be named the “ Carolina,” 
whose Captain and Crew, meeting the ‘“‘ Netuno,” a Slave-ship, under charge 
of an Othicer of His Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ £sk,” endeavoured to obtain the Ship's 
- Papers, and force that Othcer to repair on board the * Carolina.” They were, 
as the accompanying Papers will shew to your Excellency, happily defeated in 
their object; but His Majesty’s Government have, in consequence of_ their. 
attempted outrage, deemed it incuinbent on them to issue Orders to the Officer 
commanding His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels on the Coast of Africa, to seize 
the * Carolina” and her Crew, if she shall be found on his Station, and to 
send them to England for trial, together with Mr. Crawford, and the party with 
lim, in the ‘* etuzo,” to give evidence. . | 

The British Admiral commanding in the West Indies has also been directed 
- to give similar Instructions to his Cruizers, to be executed in case the ‘ Caro- 
Jina” should be found on his Station. 

His Majesty doubts not but that His Catholick Majesty will enter fully into 
the feelings which have prompted these proceedings for suinmary redress on 
the pirates in question, and will give directions, both in the Mother Country 
and at Cuba, to seize the “ Carolina” whenever they may mcet with her, and 
to deliver up her Crew to be tried for piracy. 7 

: The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


His Eacellency the Chevalier Salmon, . (Signed).  _F. LAMB. 
&c. &c. &c. 


| Second Enclosure in No. 1b. | (Translation.) 
The Chevalier Salmon to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. 


Sir, Palace, Madrid, December 5, 1826. 


I HAVE received the Note which your Excellency did me the honour to 
address to me, dated the 9th ult., complaining, in the name of your Go- 
vernment, of some acts of Piracy, supposed to have been committed on the 
Coast of Africa by Spanish Vessels from the Island of Cuba; and your Ex- 
cellency has accompanied that Communication by various Documents, re- 
ceived from London, in support of the suspicions entertained by the British 
Government, as to the nature of those acts. 

After perusing these Ducuments, and the Note of your Excellency, I have 
laid before The King, my Master, all the particulars of the suspicious conduct 
observed by the Spanish Ship.‘ Gadzlar” or ‘ Pelican,” and particularly cf 
the more evidently culpable, the Brig “‘ Carolina,” of the Havannah, which 
forms the principal object of your Excellency’s Note. 

His Majesty, convinced by the evidence of these facte, against which the 
Government of His Britannick Majesty so justly complains, and being him- 
self equally sensible how injurious such Pirates must be, not only to com- 
merce in general, but to the good harmony which happily exists between the 
Subjects of both Nations, and acceding in consequence to the just wishes of 
The King of Great Britain, has not hesitated a moment in directing that the 
necessary Orders should be sent through the Department of Marine to the 
Commanders of His Ships-of-War, both in Spain and in the Island of Cuba, 
to seize the Brig “ Caroéina” at whatever Place or Time she may be found, 
and to deliver up the Captain and Crew to the competent Tribunals, to be 
tried as Pirates, according to Law, and punished if convicted, _— 

J have, therefore, the honour to communicate to your Excellency, by. Order 
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of The King, my Master, this His Sovereign determination; and moreover 
to acquaint you, that I this day forward to the Minister of Marine the neces- 
sary Jnstructions for this purpose, transmitting to him the Documents which 
your Excellency has sent to me, in which are contained the particulars of the 
Case, and the exact description and marks of the Brig ‘* Carolina.” 


I avail myself, &c. 
| | (Signed) MANUEL GONZALES SALMON. 
The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, 
© &e. ee ee 


No. 16. | 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 30, 1826. 


YOUR several Despatches of this Series, to the 10th instant, inclusive, 
have been received. 

I wish it had been in your power to report that you had concluded the Ad- 
ditional Article, for which a Full Power was sent to you, together with my De- 
spatch of the 11th of September last; and that the urgent and repeated Re~ 
presentations of His Majesty’s Government to the Government of His Catholick 
Majesty, upon the subject of the flagrant violations of the Treaty upon Slave- 
trade, which occur openly and almost daily in Cuba, had at length awakened 
the serious attention of the Catholick King, sufficiently to induce him to dis- 

tch to that Island Instructions which shall entorce the execution of the 
Coals upon this subject existing between Great Britain and Spain. 

I am, &c. 


The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Sc. &e. &e. 
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Nou. 17. 
Sir William a Court to Afr. Secretary Canning—( Received March 9.) 
SIR, Lisbon, February 26, 1826. 


I LOST no tine in communicating your Despatch, marked Slave-trade, of 
the 20th ultimo, with its Enclosure, to the Count de Porto Santo, requesting 
that Orders might immediately be sent to the Governor of the Cape de Verd 
Islands, to put an end to the practices therein complained of. | 

I have the honour to enclose a Translation of his Answer. You will observe, 
Sir, that the Count maintains, that the earrying Slaves to the Cape de Verd 
Islands, (provided they be brought from the "Portuguese Posse. side tovtlic 
South of the Linc), is in no ways-eontrary to the Stipulations of our Treaties. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 


The Right Ion. George Canning, (Signed) WILLIAM a COURT. 
we. °— O&.tCK EC. | 


Enclosure in No. 17. ° (Translation.) 
» The Count de Porto Santo to Sir TV. & Court. 


: = Palace of Bemposta, February 23, 1826. 


TIE Undersigned has had the honour to receive trom Sir William 4 Court, 
a Note, dated the 16th instant, in which his Excellency requires, in con- 
formity with the Instructions of his Government, that Orders should be 
immediately transmitted to the Portuguese Authorities at the Cape de Verd 
Islands, to put that check to the Trade in Slaves carried on there to which 
Portugal is bound by Treaty; and his Excellency adds to this Note a 
Despatch from Mr. Canning of January 20th of this Year, and an Extract of 
a Letter from Mr. Macleay ‘of the 25th Noveinber last. 

The Undersigned has duly laid his Excellency’s Note before His Majesty 
The Emperor and King, and is authorized to reply, that His Majesty prides 
himself upon a faithful ebecmiades of the Treatics he has entered into with 
other Powers, and that He will not hesitate, not only to issue Orders that they 
shall be faithfully executed, but also to proceed against those Individuals w vlio 
may violate them. 

The Undersigned is, however, commanded to observe to his Excellency, 
that, in contormity with the 1st Article of the Convention, signed in London, 
on the 28th of July 1817, the Traflick in Slaves is declared legal in the 4 
following cases only :—I1st, by British Ships and under the British Flag, or 
for the account of British Subjec ts, by any Vessel or underany Flag w hatever; 
adly, by Portuguese Vessels in any of the Harbours or Roads of the Coast of 
Africa, which are prohibitod by the Ist Article of the Treaty of 22d January 
1815; 3div, under the Portuguese or British Flag, for the account of the 
Subjects of any other Govermnuent; 4thly, by Portusucse Vessels bound for 
any Port not in the Dominions of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

All Commerce, therefore, not specified in these 4 Articles is lawful, and if 
the Slaves carried to the Cape de Verd Islands, are bought in the [Harbours 
aud Roads of the Coast of Africa, laid down in Article 2d of the Convention 
for the account of Portuguese Subje ets, and are conveved in Portuguese Vessels, 
this ‘Trade can never be: declared illegal, nor has the British Government anv 
right, under existing Treaties, to demand its repression. 
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The Correspondence with the principal Houses at The Havannah, mentioned 
in the Extract of the Letter from Mr. Macleay, would seem to prove, that an 
illicit Trathick in Slaves is carried on between that Port and the Cape de Verds ; 
but this sinple assertion ts tar from meriting belief, the rather as tie Individual 
in the same Letter, speaks of Slaves being landed on the North Coast of 
St. Jago, and taken into the interior :—this 1s surely not the most convenient 
way of conveying them to the Havannah. If, however, contrary to His Majesty’s 
expectation, and the Reports made to Government, it can be shewn that the 
Cape de Verd Islands have been engaged with the Havannah in such Com- 
merce, His Majesty will not hesitate to order proceedings to be immediately 
commenced against those guilty of this practice. 

| The Undersigned, &c. 
Sir Hilliam a Court, (Signed) CONDE DE PORTO SANTO. 

Ge. &e. se. +“. 7 | | 


No. 18. 
Sir William a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(lteceived June 9.) 


SIR, Lisbon, May 17, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked 
Slave-trace, of the 6th Mav, enclosing a Copy of the Papers relative to that 
Trade, presented to both Houses of Parliament in the course of the present 


Session. I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WILLIAM a COURT. 
&e. Ke. , &e. 
No. 19. 


Mr. Secretary Canmng to Sir William a Court. 


SIR, Foreign Office, July 12, 1826. 


I SEND to your Excellency, for your information, the accompanying 
Copies of a Correspondence, which has recently taken place between the 
Marquis de Palmelia and myself, on the subject of Portuguese Slave-trade. 

Your Excellency will embrace any opportunity which may present itself 
for furtiiering the views and principles laid down upon this Subject in my 
Note to M. de Palmella of the 30th of June ultimo. 

| Iam, &c. 


| ' (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
His Excellency Sir William a Court, G.C. B, | 
Sc. &e. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 19. 
The Marquis de Palmellato Mr. Secretary Canning. 


Londres, ce17 Jum, 1926. 


LE Soussiené s’cst abstenu, pendant l’époque ot les occupations Parlemen- 
taires de Monsieur Canning absorboicnt nécessairement une partie de soa 
attention, d’adresser 4 Son Excellence des Communications qui ne seroient pas 
d'une nature urgente. I] juge acette heure de son devoirde représcnter A 
Son Excellence, conformément aux Ordres qu'il a recus de sa Cour deputs 
plusicurs mois, combien la conduite des Croiseurs Britanniques, chargés de 
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veiller 4 la répression du trafic illicite des Négres, se trouve souvent peu d’ac- 
cord avec l’esprit et la lettre des Traités. 

Le Gouverneur de 'Ie de St. Thomas dans une Dépéche par lui adressée au 
Ministre de la Marine, en date du 22 Juin de Panne passéc, se plaint de ce que 
les susdits Croiscurs s’opposenta ce que des Batimens Portugais aménent dans 
cette Tle, ainsi que dans PTe du Prince, des Esclaves acheteés sur les parages — 
de la Cote d'Afrique, ot la Traite n'a pas encore été declar€e illicite par le Gou- 
vernement Portuegais. 

Or les Eneagemens qui existent a cet égard entre les deux Couronnes speé- 
cifent clairement les geatre cas ot la ‘Traite des Négres, faite dans les Bati- 
mens de rune des deux Nations, doit étre regardée comme illicite (Art. 14. 
de la Convention du 28 Juillet 1817) et les Instructions rédigées pour les Croi- 
scurs, et qui forment partie intégrante de la susdite Convention, expliquent 
avec le plus grand deétail et netteté fes differents cas ot 11 leur est ordonneé ou 
défendu de détenir les Batimens Negriers. 

L’Article 5 ™*. des Instructions sus nentionnées déclare positivement que l’on 
ne pourra saisir,7éme au nord de [ Equateur, les Batimens Portugais, ayant des 
Nevres a bord, dans le cas, ot ils prouveraient par leurs Passeports qu’ils se 
dirigent a quelqu’un des Ports appartenans 4 la Couronne de Portugal situés 
hors du Continent de PAfrique. Il résulte done des Stipulations citées que Pon 
ne peut regarder comme illicite, introduction d’Lisclaves svr des Bdtamens 
Portugais, pourvu quits soient amenés des parages de la Cote d Afrique situés 
au Suddel Equateur, et il devient nécessaire afin d’éviter tout mal entendu, que 
le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique expédie a cet égard des Ordres 
précis a ses Croiscurs, et leur défende de mettre obstacle a Pintroduction licite 
des Esclaves dans les [les de St. Thomas, du Prince et du Cap Vert. 

Sir William a Court a adresse, ily a quelque temps, & Monsicur le Comte de 
Porto Santo, une Note, avec des Extraits de plusieurs Dépéches du Commodore 
Bullen. Cet Officier se plaint des facilités que Pon accorde, dans les Iles Por- 
tugaises de la Cote d'Afrique, aux Batimens Etr angers qui font la Trante 
illicite des Négres ; Sa Majesté Tres Fidéle s’est empressée d’envover au Gou- 
verncur de ces Iles les ordres nécessaires pour adhérer scrupulcusement 3 a Vexé- 
cution des Traités ; mais le Soussigné doit faire observer & Son Excellence 
Monsicur Canning, que ies Engavemens qui existent entre leurs Majestés Tres 
Fidele ct Britannique au sujet de la ‘Traite des Negres, n’autorisent ni ne jus- 
tifient en aucune maniere Jes Gouverncurs Portugais } 4 retuser les subsistances 
ct les secours d’usage aux Vaisseaux de toute Nation qui abordent dans les 
Etablissemens Portugais; et le Gouverneur de l’Ile de St. Thomas n’a pas plus 
Je droit de refuser Padmission, par exemple a un Batiment Francais faisant la 
Traite des Neégres, que les Croiseurs Britanniques n’ont le droit de saigir ce 
Batiment en pleine mer, comme le Commodore Bullen se reconnoit lui méme 
dans Pimpossibilité de le faire. 

En détinitive: tout ce qu'il convient aux deux Gouvernemens d’ordonner 
a leurs delégues respectifs, tant que les Stipulations actuellement en vigueur 
continuéront a subsister, cest d’observer & la-lIettre la Convention de 1817, 
et de ne pas s‘opposer, soit pas lavidité du gain, soit par un exccs de zéle a 
enfreindre ou a outrepasser cette Convention. 

Le Soussigné rempht lordre qu'il a recu de présenter ces observations au 
Ministere de Sa Majcsté Britannique. Tl espore que Son Excellence Monsieur 
Canning reconnaitra qu’clles sont fondées en justice, et que les ordres Jes plus 
positifs serout expédié aux Commandans des Croiscurs Britanniques, pour lob- 
scrvation littcrale des Instructions qui font partic de la Convention de 1817 ; et 
pour que le Pavillon Portugais soit traité par lcs Croiscurs avec le méme égard 
quils témoignent au Pavillon Francais, dans tous les cas ot la Convention de 
1817, n’autorise pas la détention des Batimens Neeriers. 

Le Soussigné profite aussi de cette occasion, Ke. 


(Signe) LE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA. 


S. E. AMonst Canning, 
&e. &e. S&e. 
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ceeeneevony) 
London, Sune 17, 1826. 
THE Undersigned, during the sétiod when Parliamentary business neces- 


‘sarily engrossed a portion of Mr. Canning’s attention, abstained from address- 
ing. to his Excellency Communications which were not of an urgent nature. 
Now, however, he deems it his duty to represent to his Excellency, in con-~ 
formity with the Orders which, some time agu, he reccived from his Court, 
how entirely the conduct of the British Cruizers, employed in effecting the 
suppression of the illicit Slave-trade, is often at variance with the spirit and 
letter of the Treaties. 

The Governor of the Island of Saint Thomas, ina Despatch addressed by 
him to the Minister of Marine, under date of the 22d June of last Year, 
complains, that the said Cruizers prevent Portuguese Ships from convey- 
ing to that Island, as well as to Princes Island, Slaves purchased in the Dis- 
tricts of the Coast ‘of Africa, where the Slave- trade has not as yet been de- 
clared illegal by the Portuguese Government. 

The Engagements which exist in this respect between the two Crowns, 
clearly specify the four cases in which the Slave-trade, carried on in the 
Ships of one of the two Nations, is to be wonsidered as illicit, (Article Ist of 
‘the Convention of the 28th of July 1817,) and the fustructions prepared for 
the Cruizers, and which form an integral part of the above-named Convention, 
explain, with the greatest detail and exactness, the different cases in which 
they are commanded or forbidden to detain Slave-ships. : 

The 5th Article of the above named Instructions positively declares, that 
evento the North of the Equator, Portuguese Ships, having Negroes on board, 
must not be seized, in the event of their proving, by their Passports, that they 
are bound to any of the Ports belonging to the Crown of Portugal, situated 
without the Continent of Africa. It results therefore, from the Stipulations 
cited, that the introduction of Slaves cannot be regarded as illicit, wher on 
board Portuguese Ships, provided they be brought from Places of the Coast 
of Africa, situated to the South of the Equator, and it becomes necessary, 
in order to avoid all misunderstanding, that the Government of His Britan- 
nick Majesty, should issue precise Orders to its Cruizers on that subject ; and 
prohibit them from opposing obstacles to the licit introduction af Slaves to 
the Islands of Princes, Saint Thomas, and Cape Verd. 

Sir William X Court some time since addressed a Note to the Count de 
Porto Santo, enclosing Extracts from several Despatches of Commodore Bullen. 
That Officer complains of the facilities which are afforded in the Portuguese 
Islands of the Coast of Africa, to the Foreign Ships which carry on the 
illicit-Slave-trade. His Most Faithful Majesty lost no time in sending the ne- 
cessary Orders to the Governor of these Islands, which enjoined them to ad- 
here strictly to the execution of the Treaties; but the Undersigned must 
observe to his Ixcellency Mr. Canning, that the Engagements which subsist 
between His Most Faithful Majesty and His Britannick Majesty, on the 
subject of the Slave-trade, neither authorize nor justify, in any manner, the 
Portuguese Governors in refusing subsistence, and the usual succours, to 
V pssels ot any Nation which touch at the Portuguese Establishments ; and 
the Governor of the Island of St. Thomas has no more right to refuse ad- 
‘mission, for instance to a French Ship carrying on the Slave-trade, than the 
British Cruizers have- to seize such a Ship on the high Sea, which Com- 
amodore Bullen himself acknowledges his inability to do. ! 

In fine, all that is in the power of the two Governments, so long as the 
Stipulations actually in force shall continue to subsist, is to order their respec 
tive Delegates literally to observe the Convention of 1817, and not, from 
motives of cupidity or excess of zeal, to infringe or excced that Convention. - 

The Undersiened fulfils the order which he has reccived, to present these 
Observations to the Minister of His Britannick Majesty. He hopes that his 
Excellency Mr. Canning wall acknowledge that they are founded on justice, 
and that the most positive Orders will be scnt to the Commanders of British 
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Cruizers, to ensure the literal observance of the Instructions which make part 
of the Convention of 1817, ard to cause the Portuguese Flag to be treated by 
the Cruizers with the same attention which is shewn to the French Flag, in 
all cases in which the Treaty of 1817, does not authorise the detention of the 
Slave-ships. The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 

(Signed) THE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA. 
Tis Excellency Mr. Canning, 7 


Se. , &c. &ec. 


Second Enclosure in No. 19. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to the Marquis de Palmella. 


Foreign Office, June 30, 1825. 


THE Undersigned, &c. in answer to the Note which he has had the 
honour to receive from the Marquis de Palmella, His Most Faithful Ma- 
jesty’s Ambassador at this Court, respecting importations of Slaves at Princes 
and St. Thomas Islands, to the Narthward of the Line, on the Western Coast 
of Africa, has the honour to state to his Excetlency, that the connivance of 
the Local Governments of St. Thomas and Princes Islands, in the prosecution 
of illicit Slave-trade, has long been notorious, and has, in various instances, 
been brought to the direct notice of the Gorernment of Portugal. 

The Undersigned is glad to hear from the Marquis de Palmella, that 
some Instructions have at length been sent, ordering the Governors scrupus 
lously to adhere to the execution of the Treaties subsisting between Great 
Britain and Portugal on this subject; but until some specifick Regulations 
are adopted, to prevent the connivance so often detailed and complained of, 
the Undersigned is compelled to confess, that the experience of the past ap- 
pears to His Majesty’s Government to preclude any hope, that these general 
Orders will prove effectual. 

It appears by the Note from the Marquis de Palmella, that the Governor 
of Saint Thomas complains of the opposition of British Cruizers to the im- 
portation, into that Island, of Slaves purchased on those Coasts, where the 
Trade has not yet been declared itlegal by the Portuguese Government. Cer- 
tainly, although, there is too much reason to believe, that very importation 
to be intended in many cases, for a subsequent evasion of the Treaties, still 
it is not for the British Cruizers to oppose that which the Treaty permits, 
even in its letter; and His Majesty’s Government will be ready upon the 
proof of the -alleged fact, to prevent the future infraction of its Orders in 
this respect. 

It must be remarked, however, that the Marquis de Palmella, in his re- 
view of the Treaty, has stated, “ que l'on ne peut regarder comme illicite I’in- 
troduction d’Esclaves sur des Batimens Portugais pourva qu'ils soient amenes 
des parages de la Cote d'Afrique situés au sud def Equateur ; thus claiming ¢ 
the whole Coust South of the Equator, as lawfully liable to the miseries of this 
Trade; whereas the 2d Article of the Convention of 1817, exoressly limits the 
‘Trade on the Eastern Coast of Africa, to the Territory between Cape Delgado, 
and the Bay of Lorenzo Marquez; and on the West to the Territories of 
Molembo and Cabinda, from 5. 12. to 8. deg. South, and to those Tern 
tories possessed by Portugal, reaching from the 8th deg. to the 18th deg. of the | 
same. Further it is to be observed, in reference to his Excellency’s observa- . 
tion, that the Portuguese Governor of the Islands in question, cannot refuse 
admission, and the usual supplies to Slave-ships; that in cases of Vessels 
coming under the Treaty of 1817, the proper Passport forbids that they 
should enter any other Ports on the Coast of Africa, than those where the 
Slave-trade is permitted by that Convention. Now, neither St. Thomas nor. 
Princes falt within the designation of the 2d Article, as Places where the 
African Slave-trade is permitted, 
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_ The Undersigned cannot conclude this Letter, without referring to the ex- 
pressions made use of by the Marquis de Palmella, himself, to Sir Edward’ 

hornton, in the early part of 1824, in which his Excellency, when Secre- 
tary of State in Portugal, expressed a disposition, on the part of his Sove- 
reign, to consent at once to a fotad abolition of the Slave-trade, in the con- 
tinuance of which ‘rade, his Excellency added, Portugal could have no 
interest, in case of the Independence of the Brazils; and the cessation of 
which might enable her to. turn her Colonies to some other more legitimate 
and profitable account. i | 

The Independence of the Brazils having been now acknowledged by Por- 
tugal, it would afford to His Majesty’s Government the most lively satisfac- 
tion to learn, that the Marquis de Palmella is now instructed by his Court 
to give effect to the just and humane intentions expressed by his Excellency, 
at a time when his Excellency was understood to convey to Sir Edward 
Thornton, the deliberate feeling of the Portuguese Government upon the 
general Question of Slave-tiade. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Mis Excellency the Marquis de Palmella, 
; &e. &c. &c. 


Third Enclosure in No. 19. 
The Marquis de Palmella to Mr. Secretary Canning, 


Londres, ce 5 Suiltet, 1826. 


LE Soussigné ne manquera pas de faire parvenir 4 la connaissance du Go- 
verhement de Portugal la Note Officielle que son Excellence M. Canning, 
lui a fait ’honnear de lui adresscr, en date du 30 Juin dernier, au sujet des 
plaintes proférées par le Gouverneur des [les de St. Thomas et du Prince, | 
contre les Croiseurs Britanniques, qui sh aa a l'introduction des Esclaves 
dans les susdites Iles, et il espére que les Ordres que te Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesté Britannique se dispose a envoyer a ses Croiseurs teront cesser, dé part 
et d’dutre, toutes tes plaintes moyennant Pubservance littérale des Traités 
existans. | | 

Le Soussigné ne saurait cependant clore entiérement ce sujet, sans pré- 
sentet deux ou trois observations sur le contenu de la derniére Note de son 
Excellence. ae 

1. Il révonnait explicitement que par Ja teneur des Traités, iJ n'est 
pas permis aux Sujets Portugais d’achéter des Esclaves sur toute la Céte 
d Afrique ad Sud de PEquateur, mais seulement sur les piarages des dites 
Cétes appartenans 4 la Couronne de Portugal, ou stir lesquels Sa Majesté 
Trés Fidéle a reservé ses droits, comme |’énonce expressement la Convention 
de 1817; et si le Soussigné, dans sa premiére Note a énoncé généralement 
les COtes au Sud de PEquateur, if ne Pa fait que pour abréger la phrase, et 
en se référant a la clause des Traités. | 

2. Son Excellence parait ne pas avoir saisi le sens dans lequel fe Soussigné 
avait observé, que le Gouverneur des Iles de St. Thonias et du Prince ne pou- | 
vait refuser l'admission et les sccours d’usage aux Vaisseaux Négriers qui se 
présentaient dans ses Ports. Le Soussigné n’a voulu parler dans ce cas 1a que 
des Batimens Espagnols, Francais, ou de toute autre Nation avec lesquelles le 
Portugal n’a point de Traité Spécial qui lautorise 4 saisir ou 4 détenir les. 
Batimens engagés dans la Traite des Negres. Cette espéce de Police ne peut 
s'ewercer légalement, par les Autorites Portugaises qué sur des Batimens 
Britanniques ou Portugais qui violeraient le Traité de 1815, ou la Conven-. 
tion de 1817. Quant ¥ ce que M. Canning ajoute sir ce que les Iles de 
St. Thomas et du Prince ne sont pas cotpriscs dans la désignation du Second. 
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Article de la’ Convention de 1817, parmi les Territoires ot le Trafic des 
Esclaves est encore licite, le Soussigné priera son Excellence de remarquer, 
qu'il n’est question dans ’Article Second, que de fixer-les Territoires du Con- 
tinent de l'Afrique of il continueraita étre permis d’aller acheter des Esclaves ; 
tandis que les Iles appartenantes a la Couronne de Portugal, ainsi que les 
Provinces du Brésil, soit au Nord, soit au Sud de [’ Equateur, demeurent, d’aprés 
ia tencur des susdits Traités, ouvertes a I'Importation des Esclaves, pourvu’ 
qu’ils soient amenés des parages de la Cote d'Afrique énuncés dans ces mémes' 
Traités. - 4 
. 3. Le Soussigné doit prier son Excellence M. Canning, de ne pas donner 
plus d’1 importance qirelle ne mérite 4 Pexpression que peut “lui étre échappée, de’ 
son opinion particuliére dans unc conversation avee Sir Edward-Thernton, et 
a laquelle ce Ministre aura peut-étre, en la répétant, donné un caractére plus: 
positif qu’elle n’avait eve dans la réalité: les circonstances ont tellenrent 
ehangés depuis ’époque ot cette conversation a eu lieu, que son Excellence 
reconnaitra, sans Goute, combien 1 serait actuellement pea convenable que: 
les intéréts du Brésil fussent mis de cote par le Gouvernement du Portugal, 
lorqu’il s’agiroit de discuter la Question de la Traite des Négres. 


Le Soussigné profite de cette oceasion, &c. 


(Signed) LE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA. 


Son Excellence Afonsicur Canning ‘ 


&e. Se. &c.* 


(Translation.) 
London, July 5, 1826. 
THE Undersigned will not fail to bring to the knowledge of the Govern- 
ment of Portugal the Official Note which his Excellency Mr. Canning did 
him the henour to address to him, under date of the 30th of June last, on the 
subject of the complaints made by the Governor of the Islands of St. Thontas 
and Princes against the British Cruizers, who oppose the Importation of Slaves- 
into the said Islands; and he hopes that the Government of His Britannick ° 
Majesty has made Arrangements to send such Orders to its Cruizers as will: 


cause complaints to ccase on both sides, by means of a literal observance of 


the existing Treaties. 
The Undersiened, however, cannot entirely conclude this subject without. 


Offering two or three observations on the contents of his Excellency’s last Note., 


1. He explicitly acknowledges that, according to the tenour of the Treaties,, 
Portuguese Subjects are not permitted | to buy Slaves on all the Coast of Africa 
to the South of the Equator, but only in the Districts of the said Coasts ,be-. 
longing to the Crown of Portugal, or in which His Most Faithful Majesty . 
has “reserved his Rights, as is expressly set forth in the Convention of 1817 ; 
and if the Undersigned, in his first Note, mentioned in general the Coasts to- 
the South of the Equator, he only did so .to abridge the phrase, and in rete-. 
rence to the Clause of the Treaties. 

2. His Excellency does not appear to have taken the meaning in which the 
Undersigned observed, that the Governor of the Islands of St. Thomas and, 
Princes could not refuse admission, and the ordinary succours, to Negro- vessels 
which presented themselves in these Ports. The Undersigned, in these. 
cases, only bad in view Spanish and French Ships, or Vessels of any other 
Nation, with which Portugal has no Special Treaty which authorises her, to. 
seize or detain the Ships engaged i in the Slave-trade: that kind of Police can-. 
rot be legally exercised by the Portuguese Authorities, except over British or, 
Portuguese Ships which might vielate the Treaty of 1815, or of the Conven-, 
tion of 1817. As to what Mr. Canning adds, about the Islands of St. Thomas. 
aud Princes not being included in the designation of the 2d Article of the 
Convention of 1817, in the Territories where the Slave trade is still allowed,. 
the Undersigned requests his Excellency to remark, that the question in the: 
2d Article is only to fix the Ferritories of the Continent of Africa wherein: 
it will be permitted to go and purchase Slaves ; whilst the Islands belonging, 
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to the Crown of Portugal, as’ well.as the Provinces of Brazil, whether to the 
North or to the South of the Equator, according tothe tenour of the said Trea- 
ties, remain open for the Importation of Slaves, provided they be brought 
from the Districts of the Coast of Africa set forth in the said Treaties. 
. 3. The Undersigned mast request his Excellency Mr. Canning not to give 
more importance than it deserves to any expression of his private opinion, 
which might have escaped him in a conversation with Sir Edward ‘Thornton, 
and to which that Minister, in repeating it, may have given a more positive 
character than it had in reality. Circumstances have so much changed since 
the perind when that conversation took place, that his Excellency will doubt- 
Jess acknowledge how little suitable it would be at present that the interests of 
Brazil should be set aside by the Government of Portugal, when the Slave- 
trade comes under discussion. 3 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. | 

(Signed) LE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, > : 


&c. &e. &c. 


No. 20. | 
Sir William a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Recewed August 7.) 


Sir, | Lisbon, July 27, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked 
Slave-trade, of the 12th instant. | 
According to your Instructions, I shall embrace every opportunity which 
may present itself for furthering the views and principles Jaid down in your 
Note to the Marquis de Palmella of the 30th of June last. 
_I have the honour to be, &c. © 
(Signed) WILLIAM a COURT. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
Se. 


&c. | Se. 


. 
’ . ~ ' 


. No. 21. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Witham a Court. 


‘Sir, | Foreign Office, September 9, 1826. | 


I ENCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, a Memorandum of the 
- state of the Question relating to the final Abolition of the Slave-trade by 
Portugal, as it stands after the separation of that Kingdom from Brazil. 
There cannot be a doubt, that, from the moment at which Brazil ceased to 
be a Colony of Portugal, the single condition on which a respite was claimed 
by Portugal, and conceded to her at the Congress of Vienna, was done away. ' 
We have alrcady said, distinctly, that we never will sign a Treaty with 
Portugal that does not contain an Article for the final and total Abolition of 
the Portuguese Slave-trade; but, as the Negotiation of the Treaty is neces- 
sarily suspended for the present, it would be very desirable to obtain, from 
the new Minister for Foreign Affairs, a written pledge of the future concur- 
rence of his Government in such an Article. | 
The account which your Excellency gives of the principles and opinions of 
Don Francisco Aliieids promises a willing assent, on his part, to the Note 
which I have to desire that your Excellency will forthwith present to him, 
asking such a Pledge on the part of the —— Government. : | 
| am, &c. | 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


Eis Excellency Sir William a Court, G.C.B 


&c. &e. © &c. - 


Wp 
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Afemorandum. 


BY the 10th Article of the Treaty of Alliance of 1810, between Great 
Britain and Portugal, Portugal declared that the supply of “ a factitious popu- 
lation for her South American Dominions” was the only obstacle to the im- 
mediate total Abolition of the Slave-trade; and The Sovereign of Portugal, 
lainenting the present necessity for that supply, still engaged to bring about 
gradually a total Abolition of the Trade. 

In the Conterence at the Congress of Vienna, of the 20th of January 1815, 
which produced the Declaration of the 8th of February 1815, Portugal again 
declared that she would abolish the Trade, but put forward the necessity of 
supplying “ the Brazils” with Negroes, as the obstacle in the way of the am- 
mediate abolition. | 

By the Treaty of 1815 with Portugal, Articles ? and 2, the Contracting 
Parties, referring to these Engagements, reserved to Themselves to determine 
the period at which the Trade in Slaves should universally be prohibited 
throughout the entzre Dominions of Portugal; restricted in the mean time 
the Spot where it should be allowed to continue to the actual and clazmed 
Dominions of Portugal to the South of the Line; and confined the object of 
that permitted Trade, by an obligation not to engage in the same, or to per- 
mit their Flag to be used, except fur the purpose of supplying the Z7ans- 
Atlantick Possessions belonging to the Crown of Portugal. : 

By the Treaty of 1817, the Contracting Parties ‘‘ adhere to the principles” 
of the Declaration of 1815, and engage to “* fulfil, to thetr utmost extent,” 
the Engagements of the Treaty of 1815. : 

The Islands of the Cape de Verds are situated between the 15th and 17th 
degrees of North Latitude, and about 100 leagues from the Coast of Western 
Africa. ; | 

~ The Islands of Saint Thomas and Princes are situated between the Ist and 
3d degrees of North Latitude, within about 30 leagues of the Coast of Western 
Afriaa. 

The latter Islands are favourably situated for illegal Trade ; there have been 
many complaints of the encouragement there given ‘to it, and we have re- 
peatediy remonstrated with Portugal thereupon. 

Reports having reached this Country that the Authorities and Inhabitants 
of the Cape de Verds were also ‘addicted to the Slave-trade ; a Consul was 
sent thither in 1824, to report upon it. What Mr. Clarke has written 
tends to confirm the report. | 3 

In the latter end of 1825, Mr. Macleay, our Commissioner at the Havan- 
nah, having, in his way thither, touched at Saint Jago, m the Cape de Verds, 
also reported, that he found the Inhabitants of that Island wholly devoted to 
the Slave-trade, from the Governor down to the Free Black Settlers. 

A Copy of this Statement was sent to Sir W. a Court (January 20, 1826), 
who was desired to urge the Portuguese Government to check this Trade. 

The Portuguese Government, in reply, (February 26, 1826), argued, that 
it was still lawful, according to Treaty, to ‘Trade in Slaves tor the supply of 
the Cape de Verds. 

Soon afterwards (June 17,'1826), the Marquis de Palmella complained 
that the British Cruizers had obstructed the importation of Slaves into the 
Islands of Princes and Saint Thomas, and claimed for Portugal the right to 
‘trade any where, excepting on the Continent, to.the North of the Line. 

An Answer was returned (June 30), in which his Excellency was reminded, 
_ that Portugal could only Trade cn such portions of the Western Coast as were 

South of the Line,’ and between the 5th and 18th degrees of South Latitude, 
and on the Eastern Coast, in those which are situate between Cape Delgado 
and the Bay of Lorenzo Marquez. 

With reference to Princes and Saint Thomds, it was stated to’ his Execl- 
Jency, that those Islands were notorious for aiding illegal Slave-trade; that 


PorTuGAL. | 43 


they wore in prohibited Latitudes, and that Slave-ships, trading even from 
permitted Latitudes, had no right to touch any where in their way to their 
ultimate destination. | a 

M. de Palmella, in his Answer (July 5, 1826), allowed, that he was wrong 
in his Grst.Claim ; admitted the truth of the observations made to him on the 
subject, but still elaims for Portugal the right to the importation of Slaves 
into Princes Island, so long as it'is confined to the supply of that Island. 

The intention thus apparent on the part of Portugal, to hold-to the Slave- 
trade by means of the Islands on the Atlantick, after the separation of Brazil 
had been acknowledged by the Mother Country, anade it necessary to search 
more particularly into her existing Compacts with this Country, to see if she 
had any ground for advancing a further claim upon the point: a reference was 
therefore made to the Papers hereinbefore named, and particularly to the 
Treaty of 1815; it there appears as a distinct Engagement, that the Con- 
iracting Parties shall not permit their Flag to be used for Slave-trade, ex- 
cepting for supplying the Trans-Atlantick Possessions of Portugal. 

It is quite clear that the Cape de Verds, Princes, and St. Thomas Islands 
are not Trans-Atlantick. 
_ The supply of those Possessions with Slaves is therefore not permitted ; 
and by the Royal Passport, under Treaty, forbidding a Slave-ship to touch 
at any intermediate Port between the legal spot of the embarkation of her 
cargo and the spot of their ultimate destination, it is equally clear that 
Slave ships touching at these Islands for any purpose whatever, short of 
imminent distress, are liable to confiscation. an ae 

By the tenour of the Arguments of .the Portuguese Negotiators; from 
the date of the Treaty of Alliance of 1810, down to that of 1817, and by the 
plain inference to be drawn from its wards, the terms, ‘“* Zrans-Ailantick 
Possessions” of Portugal must be held to designate the Brazils. a 

As Portugal has na longer possession of the Brazils, she has no longer any 


Possessions, for the supply of which, by Treaty, the Slave-trade was per-: 


mitted, and all Vessels under her Flag, now trading for Slaves, must. be 
trading to'Places, outside of the Line which she has drawn for herself in this 
respect, and are obviously acting in direct violation of the existing Engage- 
ments between Portugal and Great Britain. ; aes Gs 
_ Although our Remonstrances have hitherto failed upon the matter, still, 
aware as we have been of the necessarily unsettled state of the Caunsels of 
Portugal, we have been unwilling to take the enforcement of the Treaty 
igorously into our hands, as if she had declined to fulfil her Engagements. 
e have beea willing to believe, that she required only time tor their 
completion. as 2 . | 
Under these Engagements, therefore, Great Britain now calls upan her, 
only in a friendly spirit, to give a Pledge in writing for that general aboli- 
tion of the Slave-trade for which the time is come. | 


Foreign Office, September 9, 1826. 


. No. 22. 
Sir Wilkam & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received October 23.) 
Sir, | Lisbon, October 3, 1826. 


I BROUGHT forward the Question of the total abolition of the Slave- 
trade, in my first interview with Don Francisco d’Almeida, after the receipt 
of your Despatch of the 9th ultimo. | 


Nothing could be mare satisfactory than the language of his Excellency - 


upon the subject. He declared his readiness to do every thing that depended 
upon him to put anend to so inhuman and disgraceful a Tratlick. He ob- 
served, however, that there were certain considerations which could not be 
lest sight of, and which would render it necessary for him to subinit the 
Question to the Cabinet, before he gave me an Official Answer. 


a 


IY 
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It was agreed that I should present a Note upon the subject, which I did 
on the:following day a Copy of it I have the honour to enclose. , 

A Week having clapsed without an Answer, I thought it advisable to 
speak again to his Excellency upon the subject. This second Conversation 
produced the Note, a Translation of which I have the honour to enclose. 


_-. -It appears to me to leave nothing to be desired; and I cannot but con- 


gratulate His Majesty’s Government on having at length obtained so posi- 
tive a Pledge of the determination of this Government to concur in putting 
an end to this detestable Commerce. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


| (Signed) WILLIAM a COURT. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


&e. &c. &c. 


First Enclosure in No. 23. _ 


Sir William a Court to Don Francisco d Almeida. 


Lisbon, September 23, 1826. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has been directed to call to the attention of his 
Excellency Don Francisco d’Almeida, His Most Faithful Majesty’s Secretary 
of State and Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the moment is arrived when 
it will be- necessary to come to some clear understanding upon the subject | 
of the Slave-trade, and that Portugal should redeem the Pledge which she 
gave In 1810, and again at Vienna in 1815, for the total abolition of the 
Commerce in Slaves throughout her entire Dominions. | 
England has distinctly and repeatedly declared, that she never will consent 
to sign any Treaty with Portugal that does not contain an Article for the 
final and total abolition of this inhuman Traffick, and the Undersigned has 
now been directed to avail himself of the suspension of the Negotiations - 
which were begun, for a Commercial Treaty, to obtain an assurance from 


_ the Portuguese Government, of its willingness to concur in such an Article. 


There cannot be a doubt, that, from the moment at which Brazil ceased 
to be a Colony of Portugal, the single condition on which a respite was 
claimed by Portugal, and conceded to her at the Congress of Vienna, was 
done away. | : 

For the better understanding of the Question, as it now stands, between 
the two Governments, a Memorandum has been forwarded to the Under- 
signed, a Copy of which he has the honour to enclose. : 
‘ The just and liberal opinions which his Excellency Don Francisco d’Al- 
meida is known to entertain upon the subject of the Slave-trade, leave no 
doubt with the Undersigned of his ready compliance with this Proposal, and 
of the willingness of the Portuguese Government to concur in an Article, 
having for object the final abolition of so inhuman and disgraceful aCommerce. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. | 


(Signed) § WILLIAM COURT. | 


Eis Excellency Don Francisco d’-Almeida, 
&e. &c. &e., 


Second Enclosure in No. 22. | (Translation.) 7 


Don Franeisco d "Almerda to Sir Wilham & Court. 


| Patace of Ajuda, October 2, 1826, 
THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Note and Memorandum addressed to him by his Excellency Sir William a 
Court, &c. on the 23d ult., pointing out, that the moment is arrived when. 


Ne 


\ 
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‘His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government ought to execute the promises given 

in 1810 and 1815, for the total ‘abolition of the Traffick in Slaves in the © 
Portuguese Dominions; and declaring, at the same time, that England will 
not consent to sign any Treaty which shall not contain an Article by which 
His Most Faithful Majesty binds himself to a final and total abolition of this 
inhuman Commerce. 

The Undersigned is authorized to declare to his Excellency Sir William a 
Court, that the Portuguese Government acknowledges that the moment is 
come to put an end to the inhuman Trade in Slaves, and that, consequently, it 
will have no hesitation to insert in the Treaty of Commerce (which the Un- 
dersigned hopes will be shortly concluded between Portugal and Great Bri- 
tain), an Article by which His Most Faithful Majesty binds himself, not only 
to the total Abolition of the Slave-trade in the Dominions of Portugal, but 
also to co-operate with His Britannick Majesty for the total extinction of so 
barbarous a Traffick, in the Countries where it unfortunately still exists. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 
(Signed) D. FRANCISCO D’ALMEIDA. 
His Excellency Sir William a Court. 


&e. . &c. &e. 


No. 23. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Str William & Court. 


Sir, foreign Office, December 30, 1826.: 
YOUR Exccliency’s Despatches of this Sertes, to the 3d of October last, 


have been duly received. | | 
His Majesty’s Government have learnt, with the most cordial satisfaction, 
the Declaration of the Portuguese Government, conveyed in your Excellency’s 
Despatch of the 3d of October, that they will have no hesitation to msert, in 
any future Treaty, an Article by which The Sovereign of Portugal shall bind — 
himself to the entire and immediate abolition of the Slave-trade in the Do- 
minions of Portrgal, and to a co-operation with His Majesty for the total- 
extinction of this barbarous Trafick oS Countries where it still exists. 
am, &c. , 
(Signed) = GEORGE CANNING. 
lis Excellency Sir W.a Court, G.C. B. 
&c. &c. &c. 


oe , i” See ; . sain: 
No. 24. 


_. . Mr. Consul-General Clarke to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
~ : 4 (Received April 26, 1826.) 
Siz, St. Jago, September 18, 1825. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of His Majesty’s 
Government, that the French Sloop ‘“ Frouiza Packet,” commanded by 
Carlos Francisco Folite, arrived at this Anchorage, from Martinique, on the 
28th of August, from stress of weather, having received considerable damage 
in her mast and main-boom. Repairing her defects, she proceeded on the 
10th of September, with her cargo of rum and tobacco, for the Coast of 
Africa, with the intention of taking on board 100 Slaves for the Place above- 
mentioned. She being a remarkable dull-sailing Vessel, I trust same of the * 
French Cruizers may fall in with her. | | 

I regret, at this Season of the Year, I have not the power of communi- 
cating with the Commodore of His Majesty’s Squadron on the Coast, to 
make him acquainted with the circumstance, but shall take the carliest 


opportunity of so doing. Lam, Sir, &c. | | 
The Right: Hon. George Cunning, ' (Signed) = J. P. CLARKE. 


— ” &e. &c. - 
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No. 25. 


Mr. Consul-Genérai Clarke to Mr. Secretary Canning. — 
(Recewed April 26, 1826.) 
Sire, | St. Jago, September 28, 1825. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that the ‘“ Leberale” Portuguese 
Schooner,, belonging to Brandon, arrived here from Bissao on the 27th ult., 
after having landed to Windward 50 Slaves. She being so fast a Vessel, I am 
thoroughly convinced that not one of His Majesty’s Cruizers on the Coast, with 
fair sailing, will ever take her. 
His Majesty’s Government may rely'on my exertions i gaining every in- 
formation, and communicating it immediately. Iam, Sir, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) J. P. CLARKE. 
— &e. &c. Se. , 


| No. 26. 


Mr, Consul-General Clarke to Mr. Secretary Canning. — 
' ( Recewed April 26, 1826.) - 


SIR, St. Jago, October 1, 1825. 

SINCE T had the honour of addressing you, on the 28th ultimo, respecting 
the arrival of the “ Liberale” with Slaves, I have great pleasure in stating, for 
the information of His Majesty’s Government, that on the Morning of the 
30th, at 6 a.m., during a heavy gale of wind from the South, the “ Liberale” 
drove from her Anchors, and was totally wrecked on the Rocks in this 
‘Harbour, not a vestage of her remaining. : . 
_ [hope, after the severe loss the Owners have sustained (this being thar — 
. fourth Vessel), that it may be thé means in some degree of cheeking their 


nefarious Traffick. | Tam, &c. 
The ~~ Hon. George Canning, —  . (Signed) , J.P. CLARKE. 
C. &e. C2 0 2 ae, | a 


No. 27. -- 
Mr. Consul-General Clarke to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received May \\.) 


SIR, St, Jage, Cape de Verd, January 5, 1826. 


I BEG leave to acquaint you, that in consequence of the “ Liberale” Slave- 
vessel, having been wrecked in this Port on the 29th September last, Antonio 
Jacinth. Pinnelho, the Partner of Brandon, has purchased an American 
Schooner at Bonavista, of 50 tons, which went from hence to the Coast of 
Africa on the 27th December last, and is hourly expected to return witha 
cargo of Slaves. | | _ | 

I have also to acquaint you, that a small Oporto Yacht of about 45 tons 
‘burthen, called the ‘ Porpotse,” the Owner John Antonio Gimmerains, a 
’ Merchant resident here, is also a Trader from these Islands to Bissao and 
Cacheo in Slaves. | Rf aes 
_ [have further to acquaint you, that a very frne American-built Schooner, 
‘under Portuguese Colours, named the “ Carofina,” commanded’ by Vit¢tor 
Nobre de Britto, is at present at Bissao, on a Slaving-voyage ; she is owned 
by a Person at Fogo, and from the best information I am able‘to obtain, so 
far from this Trade decreasing in these fslands, it is rapidly increasing, more 
particularly now the Brazilian Ports are open for their reception. =” 

| . I have the honour'to be, &c. ~= 
The Right Hon. George Canning, ' (Signed) =~ J. P. CLARKE. 


&e. &c. &c. 
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| | No. 28. 
Mr.Consul-General Clarke to John Bidwell, Esq.—(Receiped Sully 10.) 


Sir, Ville de Praie, St. Jago, Apri 10, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to. acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary 
Canning, that on the 4th instant, arrived at this Port the “ Jufiana Filles,” 
-Portuguese Schooner, commanded by Joad Jacintho de Freitos, from Bissao, 
late American, (first attempt), belonging to Brandoy and Jacintho Pinnelho, 
- bringing the former Governor of that Settlement, Joachim. Astonio Mattas, 
and 2 Companies of Troops attached to thisdsland, with 80 Domesticks (Slaves); 
they represent daving been boarded by an Q#ficer of His Majesty’s Sloop 
:“* Bustard ” on the 21st ultimo, between the Coast and these Islands ; a strict 
search could not J presume have been made, or she must have been detained, 
af these Slaves were seen, as, from ocular demonstration, I can assert that 20 
were landed -bere on the Ewening of the arrival of the “ Surry” Pransport, 
and were sold, (not publickly) tg various Persons here; the remainder J have 
every repson to thiak were Janded at Brava. Taw, &e. 


J. Bidwett, Eeq. (Signed) J.P. CLARKE, 


No. 29. 
Mr, Consul- General Clarke to John Bidwell Esq.—{ Received Aug. 17.) 


Siz, - ~~ 3 St. Jago, June 20, 1826. 
1 BEG leave to acquaint you, for the intormation of Mr, Secretary Canning, 
_ that the “Judiana Filles” Portuguese Scheoner, (with Brandon) arrived at 
“Brava on or ebout the 12th instant, with upwards of 50 Slaves; likewise 
another Schooner (formerly Spanish), but whose name at present I have not 
been able to learn, arrived at the same period, with nearly 100 Slaves ; I regret 
‘I cannot give the necessary information to the Authorities at Sierra Leone, 
‘having little or no communication with that Settlement, or the Gambia. 
The Brig that Brandon purchased about 2 Years since is at present laying 
at Brava, with the intention of proceeding with a large cargo of Slaves direct 
‘to the Brazils. 
‘J would beg to suggest, that if one of His Majesty's Cruizers were stationed 
between Bissao, on the Coast of Africa, and the Island of Brava, it would in 
all probability intereept the Vessels trading in Slaves, from the former Place 
to the latter, as that Island now appears to be the principal depot. 
— a I have the honour to be, &c. 
John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) J.P. CLARKE. 


Z ® &, 


No. 30. 
Mr. Consut-General Clarhe to John Bidwell, Esq.—( Received Aug.17.) 


Sir, | St. Jago, June 28, 1826. 


{BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, 
.. that. since the intercourse between the Portuguese and Brazilians has been re- 
newed, a system of Traffick in Slaves, foreign to the intentions of the English 
Government, is carried on from these Islands to the Southern Ports, (Rio de 
-Janeirv,.Maranham, &c.), in ‘which it is presumed they (the Portuguese) 
.act strictly with the existirig Treatics, © - . a | 
Slaves (termed domesticks) are sent from hence, openly, with a regular 


Passport ; there is now lying in this Harbour a Portuguese’ Brig with 67 Slaves 
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on beard, going direct from hence to Rio de Janeiro; there are also 3 other 
Vessels, 2 Portuguese and 1 American, with a deputation from the Governor- 

Gencral of these Provinces to the Court of Brazil, in which every Person | 
composing that Deputation takes a certain number of Slaves, nominally as 
Attendants, but actually for Tratfick. 

While Passports can be obtained with such facility as is now the case, and 
the Trade between these Islands and the Portuguese Settlements on the Coast, 
is conducted tn the manner it has been hitherto, a final stop cannot take place 
to the Traffick in Slaves, they having little, or no other returns to inake for 
Merchandize imported there but these unfortunate beings. 

Mr. Secretary Canning must be perfectly aware that the Americans have 
great intercourse with the various Settlements on the Coast, and although 
they may not appear openly in the Trade, they are finally paid by the produce 
of Slaves shipped to these Islands; one circumstance I am well aware has 
taken place within a very short period; a Merchant, in Boston, (United 
States) sent a cargo of Merchandize to Bissao, which was disposed of to the 
Governor, and a Note of hand passed by the latter for the Amount, which 
has been compromised by a return of Slaves. 

By the arrival: of His Majesty’s Ship ‘“ Leven,” Captain Owen, I am 
informed, it is the intention of Commodore Bullen to visit this Island shortly, 
when I shall make him acquainted with every particular on this and other 
matters relative to the Slave-trade. I have the honour to be, &c. 


John Bidwell, Esq: (Signed) J. P. CLARKE. 


| No. 31. 
Mr. Consut-Generai Clarke to John Bidwell, Esq.—( Received Oct. 28.) 


Sir, British Consulate, St Jago, Mug. 2, 1826. 


THE Portuguese Brig called the ** Don Pedro,”. which has been detained 
at Brava for some Months, left that Island on the 18th ult. witha full cargo 
of Slaves, direct to the Brazils; the exact number [cannot ascertain, but from 
the best information I am able to procure, and from her dimensions, should 
suppose at least from 150 to 200. , ; 

I have likewise to acquaint you of the arrival at Brava of the “ Juana 
Filles,” Freitas, Master, with 100 Slaves, on the 28th ult.; after having 
landed them at that Island, she arrived at this Port, on the 31st ult., and having 


refitted, she proceeded to Bissao, on the 10th instant for another cargo. 
; I have, &e. 7 i 
John Bidwell, Esq. a ‘ (Signed) J.P. CLARKE. 


- ’ 


No. 32. 
Mr. Consul-General Clarke to John Bidwell, Esq.—( Received Oct. 28.) .. 


Sir, British Consulate, St. Jago, Aug. 16, 1826. 


T BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Can- 
ning, that a Spanish Brig, named the “ General .Pepe,” commanded by 
Captain Joze Gomez, mounting 14 guns, with a complement of 80. Men, 
arrived at this Anchorage on the 14th instant, to refit, previously to her depar-_ 
ture for the Gallinas for a cargo of Slaves for the Havannah. This Vessel was 
a successful Privateer in the late American War, then named the ‘ Munro,” 
and a very fast sailer. i. | 
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Should a conveyance offer for our Settlements on the Coast, I shall trans- 
mit a tull description of her to Commodore Bullen, of His Majesty’s Ship 
‘© Maidstone.” : I have, &c. 


John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) J. P. CLARKE. 


No. 33. 
Mr. Consul-General Clarke to John Bidwell Esq.—( Received Oct 28.) — 


Sir, British Consulate, St. Jago, Aug. 24, 1826. 


_ I BEG leave to state, that a Dutch Schooner of 3 masts, name at present 
unknown, hove in sight of this Harbour on the 17th instant, having overshot 
her Port, intending to have made Boavista, where she is at present refitting, 
with the intention of proceeding to the Coast for Slaves, for Surinam; the 
Master of her, Oulierre, is an old Slaver; but Iam in great hopes some of our 
Cruizers will tall in with her, being rather a dull sailer. 

His Majesty’s Gcvernment may rely, should opportunity offer, of my giving 
the necessary information to Commodore Bullen. 

{ have the honour to be, &c. 


Sohn Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) J - P, CLARKE. 
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No, 34. 


Mr. Consul General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning—( Received 
sfpril 12.) 


SIR, | Rio de Janeiro, February 13, 1826. 


IN the early part of December last, the “ Thetis” Victualling Transport, 
under the charge of Licutenant Elopkins, Royal Navy, arrived here from 
England. | 

A few miles outside the Bar she fell in with a small Schooner, under 
Brazilian Colours, laden with Slaves, of whica the Lieutenant took posses- 
sion, (under an idea, as he stated to me, that the Trade had been abolished,) 
and then brought her into this Port, whither, as well as the “ Thetis,” she 
was bound. 

Tle Schooner 1s called the “ Am:zade de Santos ;” her Master and Owner's 
name is José Lopez de Bastos. 

She remained in possession of the Mate and five Seamen of the “ Thetis,” 
during about 24 hours, all the while endeavouring to enter the Harbour; 
and as soon as she came to Anchor, the men were withdrawn, and her 
Papers returned by Lieutenant Hopkins’ directions, upon his learning that 
the Slave-trade was still allowed in this Country. No harm was done to the 
Schooner, nor any violence offered to her Crew or Cargo. 

Two day afterwards I saw M. de St. Amaro, who asked me, rather drily, 
whether Lieutenants m charge of Transports were authorized by my 
Government to capture Brazilian Slave-vessels ; I told him ‘ certainly not.” 
He then went through a highly coloured detail of what had passed between 
‘the “* Thetis” and the Schooner, and said he should soon make a Representa- 
tion to me on the subject, requiring full and signal satisfaction for the insult 
to the Brazilian Flag. I telt no difficulty in assuring hin, that my Govern- 
ment would disapprove of the act of the Lieutenant of the 'l'ransport, and that 
they would afford every adequate satisfaction for what had been done by 
him without authority. 

I beard nothing more from M. de St. Amaro on the subject. | 

A few days ago, M. de Inhambupe sent me a Note, of which the enclosed 
is a Translation, containing four Documents, respecting the Voyage and de- 
tention of the Schooner, “ Amizade de Santos;” all of which I take the 
liberty to transmit herewith. | . 

M. de Inhambupe’s Note contains, as you will see, rather an inflated 
representation of the circumstances that took place when the Schooner was 
detained, and afterwards, until her delivery the next day to the Master 
and Owner in this Port, founded upon, but not carried to the length of the 
pross exaggeration of the latter, as set forth in his Petition and Protest; 
which Protest, it is to be remarked, is not made before a Notary Publick on 
Shore, but is dated the 5th of December, on board the Schooner at Sea, and 
unblushingly relates, on that day, as facts, circumstances that are declared to 
have happened afterwards. 

Both Vessels anchored in this Harbour in the Afternoon of the 6th 
December, and when the Schooner was delivered up by Lieutenant Hopkins, 
he reccived (in the presence of the Captain of the. Port, as he positively 
assured me), the thanks of her Owner and Master, for the mild manner his 
inen had behaved themselves, and the services they had rendered whilst on 
board. | 

In Reply to M. de Inhambupe, I have repeated the assurances formerly 
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given to M..de St: Amaro, that every adequate reparation should be made for- 
the unauthorized and improper act of one of His Majesty’s Officers. 

I have thought it right, however, not to stop there, but to point out to his 
Excellency the great informality of the “ Amizade de Santos’s ” Voyage alto-: 
gether, and that she, and her Owner and Master, ought to have been visited. 
with the penalties declared by the Law, against Vessels and Persons carrying 
on the Slave-trade, without being duly authorized thereunto by their own. 
Government. | 

The Passport she produces, dated 23d March 1825, is for a voyage to. 
Buenos Ayres, and back : she sailed from hence in that Month. In Novem-: 
ber she is (according to Document C.) at Benguella, with a cargo of Slaves on 
board ; but she has not a Royal Pass, as stipulated in the 12th Article of the 
Additional Convention of London, and offers nothing to legalize her Voyage, 
but a Certificate from the Dispatcher of Vessels at thae Port (Benguella), that 
she had entered into certain Bonds, and may not carry more than 301 Slaves. 

All this is clearly at variance with the before-mentioned Stipulation of the 
Additional Convention, and so I have told M. de Inhambupe, im order to 
prepare him for any remarks you may be pleased to direct me to make, upon 
the apathy of the Brazilian Government upon this breach of the Law, and 
their readiness to afford protection to a Slave-ship carrying on the Trade, in 
direct violation of an existing Treaty ; of which violation, the proots were 
in their hands. 

M. de Inhambupe has not sent any Reply to my Letter. The Schooner, 
according to her own Report of Entry at this Custom-House, embarked 301, 
her full number of Slaves, (of which 39 died during the voyage) ; 3 Passengers 
and a quantity of bees-wax: she appears to be about 75 tons burthen, 
British. _I have the honour to be, &c. | 


The Riwht Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Sc. Sc. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 34. (Translation.) | 
The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. : 


fio de Janeiro, February 7, 1826. 


JOSE LOPES DE BASTOS, Owner and Master of the Brazilian Schooner 
<* Amizade de Santos,” arrived in this Port of Rio de Janeiro on the 6th day 
of December last past, having represented that, proceeding peaceably on his 
voyage from the Port of Benguella for that of this Capital, with a cargo of 
Slaves, when he was about to cross the Bar, and between the Islands of Ma-« 
rica and Paios, which are, as is known, within sight of the Fort of Santa 
Cruz, he was grievously insulted by an English Transport, calling herself the 
‘© Thetis,” which fired upon hiin at 3 past 3 o’Clock in the Afternoon of the 
5th; following up this unprovoked attack, the Englishmen came on board the 
said Schooner armed, and disrespecting the Brazilian Flag, which was hoisted, 
as well as the Imperial Passport, which the said Master had the condescension 
to shew, although the Transport was not competent to judge of its validity 3 
the said Englishman going to the length of forcibly carrying the said Master 
and the Crew on board the Transport, and placing in her a Foreign Crew 
armed, as is ail made manifest from the enclosed Representation (A), Protest 
(B), Certiticate Bond given in Benguella (C), and the Passport of the Ship 
(D); and it being evident that no pretext whatever, however apparent it 
might be, could authorize a mete English Ship to perform the acts of juris- 
diction betore-mentioned, in going on board a Brazilian Vessel with an armed 
force, and committing acts most offensive to the Dignity and Independence of 
the Empire, and to the Legitimate Rights of the Lord of the Port, within 
sight of which, and in that of its respective Forts, the said Rights were 
attacked: The Undersigned, Councillor of State and Minister and Secretary - 
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of State for Foreign Affairs, cannot refrain from calling the most serious 
attention ot Mr. Henry Chamberlain, His Britannick Majesty’s Consul- 
General, to these sufficiently notorious facts, and to request, as he does, by 
order of His Majesty The Emperor, those explanations that are requisite for 
the ulterior regulation of His Imperial Majesty’s Government, which now, 
protesting against such arbitrary proceedings, and expecting, in consideration 
of the good harmony happily existing between the Two Governments, that that 
of His Britannick Majesty will not but formally disapprove of the conduct of 
that Transport, trusts no less that a satisfaction and reparation will be given, 
adequate and corresponding to the offensive acts, which form the-subject of the 
present Note. The Undersigned profits, &c. 


(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE. 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. 


First Enclosure (A.) in No. 34. (Translation.) 


Petition of the Master of the **‘ Amizade de Santos.” 


JOSE LOPES DE BASTOS, Master of the Schooner * Amizade de 
Santos,” who came into this [arbour on the 6th day of the present Month of 
December, on his voyage fron Oporto to Benguella, with a cargo of new Slaves, 
says, that on his entrance to Barra, and in the District and Waters between 
the Islands of Marica and Patios, he was greatly insulted by an English 
Ship called the “ Thetis,” from which 3 cannon-balls were fired at him, at 
half-past 3 in the peel of the 5th day, at the time when they knew that 
all the Slaves were above deck ; in consequence of which the Slaves, terrified, 
precipitated themselves upon the deck, and ‘some of them were grievously 
tradden upon: which insult was followed by the entrance of the English into 
the said Schooner, armed with swords and pistols, and using very indelicate 
language to its Crew and Passengers. Other insults followed on those, namely, 
insisting on the Petitioner showing them his Passport of the Empire, and re- 
turning it with contempt to him, saying that they knew no such Passport, tearing 
it in part, and taking the Petitioner, with the Pilot of the Schooner, on board 
their Vessel; notwithstanding that the said Petitioner was scriously indisposed, ‘ 
on which accountthey permitted hin toreturn at Night tothe aforesaid Schooner, 
at the same time taking away all his crew, and manning the Ship with 5 very 
drunken Engtislimen, who passed all the Night in a state of intoxication, in 
firing pistols, and making an uproar with each other, until they quarrelled, the 
Ship remaining as if on the top of the waters, with the sails flapping, from 
whence ensued her almost total destruction. And all this happened, not- 
withstanding that I had the Flag of the Empire hoisted ; and this, therefore, 
is acase which calls tor reparation for the injury done by Subjects of a 
Friendly Nation, which every day receives from our’s the most sincere proofs 
of hospitality. He represents this, and mav Your Imperial Majesty be 
pleased to take his case into your consideration, seeing that the Captain, 
Charles H. Palivend, of the English Ship aforesaid, has been served with a 
Protest from the Petitioner on that subject, to which he bas not replied. | 


JOSE LOPES DE BASTOS, Owner and Master. 


First Enclosure (B.) in No. 34. (Translation.) 
Protest of the Master and Crew of the “ Amizade de Santos.” 


IN the Year, from the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1825, the oth of 
December, when, with my Schooner the ** 4mizade de Santos,” laden with 
Slaves, and proceeding from the Town of St. Philip, in Benguella, I was, at 
half-past 3 in the Afternoon, opposite the Isles of Marica; an English Vesscl, 
the ‘ Thetis,” approached me to the Leeward, having hoisted the American 
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Flag ; but-soon after she hoisted the English Flag, and I hoisted my Flag of 
the Empire of Brazil. When quite near me she fired 3 shots at me. I was 
on deck with all the Slaves, who were so much alarmed that some of‘ them 
were on the puint of throwing themselves over-board, so that it required great 
exertion to quiet the disturbance, in which many were trod under foot, who, 
I am afraid, cannot recover; and the Boat of the English Vessel coming on 
board the Schooner, the Boat’s Crew raised such a tumult, that a mutiny 
scemed to have broken out, as the English came armed with swords and 
muskets, and struck great terror into the Slaves, whom they ill-treated and 
trampled on; and they even beat me. Nay, it is as [ say, they beat me, my 
Crew, and the Passengers ; they then carried me, my Crew, and two Pas- 
sengers, on board their Ship. I showed them my Papers and the Royal Pass- 
port; they told me that they knew of no such Passport, and even tore a picce 
out of it. By dint of entreaties I prevailed on them to let me return on board 
the Schooner, though alone, in order to look after the Slaves. When I came 
on board, I found 5 Englishmen, who had remained there, much intoxicated, 
beating and kicking the Negroes, and offering violence to the Negro women ; 
all was in an uproar. It was revolting to see that even the sick were not 
spared; such was the effect of their intemperance ; two were fighting with 
swords. Being without assistance, I was unable to keep the Negrocs in 
order, or to adininister to the sick the proper remedies; 1n consequence of 
which 8 of them died that Night, and 20 were taken so ill, that I 
despair of their being restored to health. During the whole Night my sails 
were flapping to and fro, and my rigging so ill-used as to be nearly destroyed. 
The replacing of sails and rigginy will occasion an expence of upwards of 200 
mil reis. I therefore enter my Protest against the English Ship “ Thetis,” or 
her Commander, or, against any one whosoever he may be, for all losses and 
damages sustained by the Schooner and her Cargo of Negroes, in consequence 
of the boarding, at half-past 3 o’clock, p. m., on Monday, the 5th of December _ 
of the said Year; and also, because I was prevented by that occurrence from 
arriving on the same day in the Harbour of Rio de Janeiro; not to mention 
the insult offered to me and my Ship’s Company. For which purpose we have. 
made the present Deposition, and signed it on board the Schooner “ Amizade 
de Santos,” on the oth December, 1825. | 


(Signed) JOAO CORREA DE BARROS. . 
For MANOEL PETA, there was a cross, 
For MANOEL MARQUES, ditto. 
For JOAO RIBEIRA, ditto. ad 
JOZE LOPES DE BASTOS, Master. 
JOZE DE SOUZA ROZA, Steersman. 


P.S.—Having examined my Papers on Shore, after they were returned me 
from on board the * Thetis,” whither they had all been carried, I found that 
there was wanting the Pass for the Negroes, which I received at Benguella. 


But I can produce the Cocket which was given me there likewise. _ 
JOZE LOPES DE BASTOS, Master. 


The Protest contained no more ; and referring to it, I have given above a 
Copy of the same. And to certify that it is a true one, I have subscribed and 
signed this in the Publick Exchequer at Rio de Janeiro, on the 3d Janu- 
ary 1826. | 3 

= _ (Signed) © JOAQUIM JOZE DE CASTRO, 
Subscribed and signed in the Publick Exchequer, | 3 


(Signed) EMANUEL DE VERDE. 
— : JOAQUIM JOZE DE CASTRO. 
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First Enclosure (C.) in No. 34. (Translation.) 
Certificate of Bond.—Schooner “‘ Amizade de Santos.” 


MANUEL XAVIER RIBEIRO, Clerk of the Shipping Department for 
‘His Majesty, &c., certities, that in Folio 110, of the 2d Book of Securities, 
the following Writing appears :— ; 
~ On the 4th day of the Month of November of 1825, in this City of Ben- 
-guella, and in my Record Othe, appeared Joze Lopes de Bastos, Master of the 
Schooner “ mizade de Santos,” which is pursuing her voyage for Rio de 
Janeiro, with a cargo of Slaves, and by him it was told to me, that, in order to 
pursue his voyage, accoraing to the customary forms, he bound himself to 
what follows :—Tiat, he would not take any more Persons in the Crew of the 
-said Schooner than those which it contained, or any Person else whatsoever, 
without the written Permission of the Most I}lustrious the Governor of this 
City, and doing the contrary he would incur the penalties of Law, and would 
be liable to pay 400,000 reis, as should be determined by the Most Illustrious 
and Most Exccllent the Governor and Captain-General of the Kingdom of 
.Angola, in conformity with the 48th Chapter of the Regulations of his Go- 
‘vernment: that he would not carry more Slaves than 301, according to bis 
Admeasurement ; and exceeding that number, he would incur the penalties of 
the Laws of Admeasurement; for which Slaves he showed that he carried the 
necessary provisions and water, which was seen by the Documents which he 
a that the said Schooner is going straight to the Port of Rio de 
Janeiro, and that were he constrained to make any other, he would there sect 
forth before the competent Magistrates, the cause of his arrival, and when that 
was remedicd, that he would proceed with the cargo, which he here received, 
‘for the Place of his destination ; from which obligation he would be excused 
‘by judicially proving that the state of his tackle or Vessel, the situation of 
the Port, the weather, or the season did not permit him to undertake such a 
voyage, without the evident risk of losing his cargo of Slaves ; and remaining 
jn the Port in which he might arrive without performing the said justification, 
che should be subject to pay 12,000 cruzados, besides the losses and damages 
which he might oceasion to the Parties interested in the Ship; and that he 
would also indemnity the Persons who shipped the Slaves, for their value, 
-according to the price in the Port to which he is to carry them, should they 
not chose to receive the prices of the Purt at which he might arrive ; and all 
‘shall be liquidated with the said Master as the Owner of the said Schooner; 
or finally, with his Security and principal Agent, as the Parties shall think 
fit, making use for that purpose of the competent measures: that, in case of 
lis arrival, and not being able to return to the Port of lis destination, he 
would deliver the Letters which he carries from this Place to the Post-Office of 
the [arbour where he may arrive, requiring their delivery, and principally 
those on Royal Service, to the Stations and Persons to whom they are ad- 
dressed, securing bimseif with Receipts in form, that he may present them in 
this City, and if he does the contrary he would incur the Penalties of Masters 
who do not deliver the Mails: that being attacked by an enemy superior in 
force, before surrendering, he would throw into the Sea the said Mails and 
_ Letters, under penalty of paying the sum of 400,000 reis. And Justiniano Joze 
dos Reis, a Merchaut, of tis Place, being also present, whom the Master 

presented to be his Security, I was told by him that ot his free will, he 
agreed to become lis Security and principal Agent for all pecuniary Penalties 
tu which the said Master bouad himself by this Writing, which, after being 
read, they signed with me. : 
(Signed) MANOEL XAVIER RIBEIRO. 
JOZE LOPES DE BASTOS. 
JUSTINIANO JOZE DOS REIS. 


Nothing else is contained in the-said Writing, which I have extracted faith- 


_‘fully from the said Book to which I have referred. 


Benguet, Nov. 4,.1825. (Signed) MANOEL X. RIBEIRO. 
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- Muster Roll of the Schooner * Amizade de Santos,” for Rio de Janeiro, 


‘ 


| Place 

<| Employments. Names. of 3 Face. | Stature. Wages. 

% Nativity. | 

}'Master........ Jozé Lopes de Bastos,,../Oporto..| 44 |Round |Ordin, 

Pilot ........|Jozé de Senza Rosa...... Oporto. .| 26 {Ditto [Ditto 

SB Mate: ewes ous André Gomez .......... Oporto. .| 35 JOval..{Tall .. 

4Clerk ......-- Jozé Correa de Barros ..{Villa Real] 27 |Round jOrdin. [Gratis. 

5 Steward ...... Manoel Pinto .......... Caminha | 23 {Ditto {Ditto {40 Dollars. 
6\Barber........ Jozé, Slave of aforesaid ..JAngola..| ‘© {Ditto |Ditto {Already at Brazil,’ 
7Seaman ...... Manoel Lopez.......... Oporto..| 30 [Ditto {Ditto 

8Ditto .......,fKomas Jozé.........06. Lisbon..{ 28 jOval. . |Ditto 40 Dollars 

9 Ditto: cxesescs Manuel Marques........|Coimbra | 44 Round {Short si 
1OjDitto ........ Antonio de Souza ...... Oporto..| 23 |Ditto |Ordin. 
}liSlave ........ Simplicio, of the Master... |Cabinda ] “ {Oval. .|Ditto These persons 
PZ DUO: s.0 o's oss Antonio, Ditto...... Cabinda | ** |Round |Ditto paid no duties, 
}3'Ditto Sais ig ted Francisco, Ditto...... Congo ..] **© {Ditto [Ditto having ~ already 
14. Ditto .......4. Joad, of Miguel Ant. FerrajNovo Red] “ {Ditto [Ditto been at Brazil. 


I, Manocl Xavier Ribeiro, Clerk of the Shipping Department for His Ma- 
jesty, &c., certify, that I inspected the Persons mentioned in the above List, 
according to the forms of the Royal Orders. And to prove it, I drew up this 
present, which I have signed. 


Benguella, Nov. 3, 1825. — (Signed) MANOEL XE®, RIBEIRO. 


Moser I:tiusrrious Governor, 
' JOZE LOPES DE BASTOS, Master of the Schooner ** Amizade de 


Santos,” submits that, by the annexed Documents, he is ready to pursue bis 
Voyage to-morrow, to the Port of Rio de Janeiro, with a cargo of Slaves, 
and, as he cannot do that without permission, he prays that, for that purpose, 
your Excellency will be pleased to order the Fortress to place no obstacle in 


the way of.his departure. | 
(Signed) LOPES DE BASTOS. 


No. 1,024.—It may proceed on the Voyage, this 
Fortress placing no obstacle in its way. Let this be fulfilled. 


7 . Signed)  AvrReE io. f Sioned) FREITAS. 
Government-House of Benguella, 8th Nov. 1825. - (Signed) q 


First Enclosure (D) in No. 34. (Translation.) 


Passport of the Schooner “ Amizade de Sanios.” 


‘FRANCISCO VILLELA BARBOZA, of the Council of State of His 
Imperial Majesty, Grand Cross of the Iinperial Order of Cruzeiro, Knight 
of the Order of Christ, Colonel of the Imperial Corps of Engineers, Minister 
, and Secretary of State for the Affairs of Marine, and Inspector-General of 
Marine, &c. &e. &e. | 
I make known to all those who shall see this Passport, that the Schooner 
“ Amizade de Santos” 1s to sail trom this Port of Rio de Janciro to Buenvs 
Ayres, whence it 1s to return to this Court, and of which Schooner Jose 
Lopes de Bastos is Master and Owner, a Subject of this Empire, no Foreign 
Person being on board the said Schooner. Wherefore, if, in going or re- 
turning, it should be met, in any Scas or Ports whatsoever, by the Chiefs and 


Officers of the Ships and Vessels of this Empire, The Emperor of Brazil com- 
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mands tliat they put no obstacle in its way. And he recommends to the 
Fleets, Squadrons, and Vessels of the Kings, Princes, Republicks, and Poten- 
tates, Friends and Allies of this Crown, not to prevent it trom pursuing its. 
oyage, but to aid and favour it in every way necessary, in the certainty that 
to those who are recommended by their Princes, the same and equal treat- 
ment will be shewn. In’ faith wnereof He commanded this Passport to be 

given, signed by me, and sealed with the Great Seal of the Imperial Arms. 

~ Given in the Palace of Rio de Janeiro, 23d March, in the Year of the Birth 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1825. | Zz 


(Signed) | FRANCISCO VILLELA BARBOZA. 
By Order of His Excellency, . | 
7 (Signed) § Anronio ABZ. DE Brito. _ 
On the Back of the Passport, registered in folio 20 of the 7th Book of 
Ship Passports. (Signed) §Anr. DE Arauso Lebo. 
Secretary of State's Office, 24th March 1825. 


Second Enclosure in No. 34. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe. 


- Monsieur Le VICoMTE, Rio de Janeiro, February 9, 1826. 


ACKNOWLEDGING the receipt of your Excellency’s Note of the 7th 
instant, together with its Enclosures, respecting the firing at and taking 
possession of the Brazilian Slave-vessel ‘* Amizade de Santos,” José Lopes 
de Basto, Master and Owner, by the British Transport “ Thetis,” within 
sight of this Harbour, on the 6th of December last, I do not hesitate to 
take upon myself to assure your Excellency, that every adequate reparation 
will be made for the unauthorized and improper act of which your Excel- 
lency complains, which act cannot but be entirely disapproved of by His 
Majesty’s Government, to whom [ shall not fail to transmit your iecal. 
lency’s Note, and its Enclosures, by the first opportunity. | 

Having so far had the honour to answer the immediate purport of your 
Excellency’s Note, I take the liberty to submit, for your Excellency's con- 
sideration, a few Remarks, founded upoa the Documents it contains; not 
for the purpose of excusing or covering. the — conduct of the British 
towards the Brazilian Vessel, but with the view of pointing out the flagrant 
breach of the Additional Convention of London (July 28; 1817), committed 
by the latter, which, as it appears to me, the Brazilian Government is bound 
to notice. | | 

The 4th Article of that Convention stipulates, “ that every Vessel sailing 
from Rio de Janeiro, to be employed in the licit Slave-trade, must be fur- 
nished with a Passport, conformable to the model annexed to the Convention, 
and forming an integral part thereof; in which Passport is to be specified 
the number of Slaves the Vessel is permitted to carry.” 

The ‘* Amizade de Santos” had no such Passport, at least her Master and 
Owner produces none; but, instead thereof, the common ordinary Passport 
carried by Merchant Vessels, dated in March 1825, authorizing her to sail 
to Buenos Ayres and back again direct. Whether she went to Buenos 
Ayres does not appear; but, in the Month of November following, she is 
found in the Port of Benguella, where, without being authorized by her own 
Government to engage in the Trade at all, she takes on board a cargo of 
Slaves, with which cargo she sails direct for Rio de Janeiro, 

It would be difficult to imagine a more open breach than this, of the rule 
daid down in the before mentioned Additional Convention for regulating the 
anode of carrying on the licit Slave-trade ; and your Excellency will, no 
doubt, upon reflection, see it in the same light. ae | 

Had the “ Amizade de Santos” been fallen in with at Sea, by any British 
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or Brazilian Ship of War, employed in checking the illicit Trade, her want 
ot Papers would have justificd her detention, and might have been followed 
by her condemnation. | - 

Upon her arrival in this Harbour, I must presume she became liable to 
the Law, for being informally emploved in carrving Slaves. - 

The Papers she produces trom the Portuguese Escriva6 dos Despachos, in the 
Portuguese African Port of Benguella, would be insufficient to authorize a 
Portuguese Slave-vessel to navigate the Seas: how much the less then cax 
it be a sufficient Authority for a Brazilian Vessel to engage in the Slave-trade, 
between Portuguese Africa and Brazil, in contradiction to the express Sti- 
pulations of an existing Treaty ? | 

Your Excellency will, I hope, pardon my having ventured to offer these 
remarks. I have been induced to do so, in order to prepare your Excellency 
for those of my Government, when they learn that the informal, if not 
illicit, conduct of the Master and Owncr of the “ Amizade de Santos,” 
which conduct, to say the least of it, is at variance with the Engagements 
between the two Countries, has apparently neither attracted the notice, nor 
called forth the disapprobation of the Brazilian Government; but that, the 
Law being allowed to sleep, their protection is exerted in his favour to the 
same extent as if ke had done nothing wrong, and had not committed an 
infraction of a ‘Treats. T profit, &c. | 


(Signed) Il. CHAMBERLAIN. 


I.E. the Viseount de Inhambure, 
Se. &c. &e. 


No. 30. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Mr. Consu!- General Chanverlan. 
Srr, : eae . Foreicn- Office, June 14, 1826. 
THE circumstances relating to the detention of the “ .fmizade de Santos,” 
by the British Transport “ Thetis,” and to the irregularity of the Voyage of 
the first mentioned Vessel, as detailed in your Despatch of the 13th of Fe- 
hruarv, of this Series, have been referred to His Majesty’s Advocate-General ; 
who has reported it to be his opinion, that the act of the ‘ Thetis” was unjus- 
tifiable, and contrary to the Provisions of the Convention. 

~ The defects that were discovered in the Papers of the Brazilian Vessel, were 

very. properly brought, by you, to the notiee of the Brazilian Government. 
As this Vessel had cleared out for Buenos Ayres, it does not appear certain 
that the Brazilian Government was privy to these irregularitics ; aud under 
the particular circumstances of the case, it would not now be advisable to 
renonstrate further, on the discovery made, in consequence of the seizure of 


the Vessel. a I am, &c. . | 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
TT a eee 
| No. 36. | 
Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received July 8.) 
Sir, - Rio de Janeiro, March 21, 1826. 


I BEG leave to enclose the Copy of a Letter, and its Enclosure, received 
from Mr. Consui Pennell, stating the number of African Slaves imported into, 
and exported from, the Port of Bahia, during the Six Months ended the 31st 
December 1825. | : 
ee I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) i. CHAMBERLAIN 


7. &ee ~ &e. &c. 2 
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First Enclosure in No, 36. 
Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlacn. 


SIR, Bahia, February 3, 1826. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose two Returns of the number of Slavés ‘im- 
- ported into, and exported from, the Port of Bahia, from the Ist July 1825, to 
- the 31st December 1825. : 
. I have the honour to be, &c. 


‘Henry Chamberlain, Esq. _ (Sigred) W. PENNELL. 
‘Second Enclosare in No, 36. 


Return of the Number.of Slaves Imported into Bahia, from \st July 1825, 
| to 31st December 1825. 


Number of Negroes. 


|___ Number of Negr 


Date | dt ie | 3 
ot Name of Vessel. Whence 2 o —, Observations. 
Arrival. = | a F 
_* ae 
—— ic ale, mre neti 6 eS oe 
July 13\l@ Rosalia - - - |Molembo-_ - = ; 232 
August 27\|Emilia - - - - |Ambris - - dy as 3}] 
«Sept. li jjra Estrella - - - |Molembo - - e¢ ah 226 
ss = =—- 22. Carridade ~ - = De. << _ “< 66 303 
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Third Enclosure in. No. 36. | 


Return of the Number of Slaves Exported from Bahia, from 1st July 
1825, to 318¢ December 1825. 


Where bound. 


of Name of Vessel. 
Sailing 
October 30] - Tiberio. Rio de Janeiro. 16 
(Signed) WM. PENNELL. 
No. 37. 
Mr.‘Consul General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
| (Recevved July 8.) | 
SIR, Rio de Janeiro, March 26, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, Copies ot a Despatch, and En- 
closure, received from Mr. Consul Pennell, communicating the gratifying 


Brazic. wy 


information that Licences to touch at the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes, 
and other Places within the prohibited Districts, will no longer be granted 
by the Government at Bahia, to Slave-vessels sailing from thence on the licit 
Trade to Ports South of the Equator. ; 

It will be observed that the Portaria describes these Licences as ‘ fraudu- 
Slave-trade. 

It is some consolation that the Government have at length been brought to 
_ consider them in this light. ‘That they should ever have considered them 
otherwise, or hesitated, as they have done, during several Years, to yield to 
tbe repeated Remonstrances of His Majesty’s Government against grantiny 
such Licetces, is the more extraordinary, as there exists in the Statute Book, 
a Carta Patent, dated the 13th April 1809, relieving the Slave-ships of Bahia 
‘from the legal obligation to touch at the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes, 
_ because experience had shewn, that the calms and contrary currents of the 
Seas on their Coasts created great delays, whilst the znfectious pestilence of 
the air preduced great mortality amongst the Negroes embarked: inconve- 
niences and calamities which vanished before the profits of the illicit Trade. 

| , I have the honour to be, &c. : 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
&ec. Sc. C. | 


lent,” and contrary to the Stipulations with Great Britain respecting the - 


First Enclosure in No. 37. 
Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


Sir, Bahia, February 15, 1826. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that I was in expectation of receiving 
a Statement of some spccifick facts, to bring under the consideration of the 
President of this Province, in support of a Representation against Vessels 
being permitted to touch at Places North of the Equator, when the Docu- 
ment, of which I have’ the honour to enclose a Copy, was made publick ; being 
an Order from the Brazilian Government (dated Rio de Janeiro, 8th January, 
1826,) not to grant such Permissions (denominated “ Escalas dolosas,”) in 
future, as being contrary to Stipulations with the British Government, as 
regards the Slave-trade. | 
| This circumstance will prevent my making the Representation I had con- 
templated. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


‘Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) W. PENNELL. 
Second Enclosure in No. 37. (Translation.) 


OFFICIAL ARTICLE.— Department for Foreign Affairs. 


IT having come to the knowledge of the Government of His Majesty The 
Emperor, that some Merchants, to whom is permitted the licit Slave-trade, 
trying to deceive the Constituted Authorities, to whom it belongs to watch 
over the execution of the existing Treaties between this Government and 
that of His Britannick Majesty, avail themselves of fraudulent Licences to 


touch at Places (‘‘ Escalas dolosas”) to pursue the illicit Trade; and it’ 


being necessary to provide against the possibility of the renewal of such 
abuses ; I am to inform your Excellency, tor your information, and its execu- 
tion, that the Imperial Government judge proper to order that such Licences 
shall not be granted ; the which {s conformable to what 18 stipulated with the 
British Government respecting the Slave-trade. | 
oe God preserve your Excellency. 
Palace of Rio de Janeiro, January 8, 1826. oa 


~ 


Snr. Visconde de Queluz. (Signed) VISCONDE DE SANTO AMARO. 
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“No. 38. 


Mr. Corsul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Cunning — : 
(Lccewed July 8.) 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, March 28, 1826. 


IN. addition to the Papers I have already had the honour to transmit, re- 
epccting the Slave-vessel “‘4mizade de Santos,” in my Despatch of the 13th 
February last, I now beg leave to submit for your perusal the Translation of 
an Official Afticle, published in this‘day’s Diario Fluminense, being the Copy 
ofa Letter from the Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Minister of Marine, 
explaining the reasons why his Excellency had limited himself, in his Note 
to me of the 7th Febrnary, respecting that Vessel’s detention by the 
“Thetis,” to the mere demand of satistaction for the insult shewn to the 
Flag, without demanding any indemnification tor damages | 

In this Letter M. de Inhambupe shows the voyage of the “ Amizade de 
Santos” to have been wholly illegal and simulated; yet no legal steps have 
been taken to bring the Owner, Master, or Crew, to justice, and the Vessel 
has been allowed to sail again upon another voyage to the Coast of Africa. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon: George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Se. &c. Oe. 2: _ 


Enclosure in No. 38. (Translation.) 
The Brazihan Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Minister of Murine. 


Moet Ixtiusrrious axD Most Exce.sent Sir, bg 
IN Reply to your Excellency’s Office of the 15th of the present Month, I 


have toinform you, thatin consequence of the Othces from your Excellency’s 
Department of the 15th and 20th December of Jast Year, referred to, in 
which was transmitted the Representation of Joze Lopes de Bastos, Owner 
and Master of the Schooner ‘* Amizade de Santos,” complaining of the hostile 
act cou.mitted by the Commander of the English Ship “ Thetis,” a Note, of 
which the Enclosure is a Copy, was addressed to the Consul-Geveral of His 
Britannick Majesty, to which he replied by the Note which accompanied the 
former ;* this affair having also been transmitted to the Barao de tabayana, 
in order to make the necessary Representations, the result of which is not 
yet known. n perusal of these Notes, your Excellency will see, that this 
. Department has limited itself to requesting satisfaction for the insult that the 
Commander of the above-mentioned Ship “ Thetis” committed against the 
National Flag, and not an indemnification for Losses ; because, it being re- 
quisite that the Master of the said Schooner should present the respective 
Passport, in order to verify the legality of his voyage, it became known, from 
that exhibited, that it was a simulated (simulada) voyage, he having cleared 
out his Ship from this Port tor Buenos Ayres, and not for the Coast of Africa ; 
from whence, however, he came with a cargo of Slaves, when he was unduly 
boarded by the said English Ship: all which I communicate to your Excel- 
lency tor your Government ; apprising you, that so scon as a Decision on this 
Affair arrives from London, I shall hasten to eonvey it to the knowledge of 
your Excellency. God prescrve your Excellency. - 

Palace, March 17, 1826. 7 , 
(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE.: 
Senhor Visconde de Paranagua. 


* See Enclosurcs in No. 34. 
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\ No. 39. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning. — 
(Received dug. 27.) 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, June 17, 1826. 


I. BEG to acknowledge the receipt of _ Despatch of the Slave-trade . 


Series, dated the 6th of May, accompanied by a Copy of the Papers, marked 


A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, which has been presented to both — 


Houses of Parliament by His Majesty’s Command, in the course of the 
present. Session. _ I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | 
C. &c. 


&c. 


| No, 40. | . 
Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.— — 
(Received Aug. 27.) . 


Sir, fio de Janeiro, June 19, 1826. 


IN the Sitting of the Chamber of Deputies of the 15th instant, a Report | 


from the Committee of Legislation was read, proposing the term of 14 Years 
for the abolition of the Slave-trade ; to which S"™ Clemente Pereira proposed, 
as an Amendment, to substitute 6 Years instead of 14. The Report and 
Amendment were ordered to be printed. One Member, S* Malaquias, de- 
’ clared, that he was ready to vote for an immediate Abolition; but no Motion 
of this sort was made. ‘I have the honour to be, &c. 

a (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, j 
Se. &ec. &e. 


No. AI. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received Oct. 4.) 


SIR, | fio de Juneiro, July 7, 1826. 


I HAVE lately received from Mr. Consul Hesketh, at Maranham, a 
Despatch, dated the 21st of March of the present Year, accompanied by 
very voluminous Documents, respecting a Schooner called the ‘* Carotna,” 
which had arrived there, and been allowed to land a cargo of Slaves from 
Cacheu. oo : 

I should have brought this fresh and palpable breach of the existing Treaty 
for checking the illicit Trade in Slaves, and of the Alvara of the 26th of Jan- 
uary 1818, at once before the Government, but for the expectation that I may 
perhaps be speedily honoured by the receipt of some Instructions from you, 
Sir, upon this subject ; which expectation is formed upon Mr. Consul Hes- 
keth’s having informed me that he had already transmitted to the Foreign 
Office the principal details of the circumstances of this Case, and should 
continue to forward others as they occurred, as well as of the steps he had 
taken in it. a 

I cannot foresee any inconveniencé arising from my waiting until the next 
Packet arrives, whilst, whatever I may feel it right to urge with the Govern- 
ment, will come with double force when founded upon your Instructions. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, * (Signed)  H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Se. &e. &§e. . 
16 
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No. 42. 
Mr. Consut-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning. — 
(Received Oct. 4.) 
Sr. | | Rio de Janeiro, July 7; 1826. 


1 BEG leave to transmit the Copy of a Letter from Mr. Consul Hesketh, 
with its Enclosure in original, stating the number of Slaves meporeet into 
the Port of Maranham during the Year 1825. 

I have the honour to be, ke: 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 


&e. Se. &ec. 


First Enclosure in No. 42. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consui-General Chamberlain. 


Sir, : Maranham, January 17, 1826. 


1 TRANSMIT, enclosed, a Seement of the Slaves imported into Ma- 
ranham during the Year ending the 31st December 1825. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


Second Enclosure in No. 42. - 


Statement of the Slave Importation into the Port of Maranham during the 
Year 1825. 
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No. 43. 


Mr, Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
= +4 (Recewed Oct. 4.) 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 12, 1826. 


- HAVING received. — information that the Portuguese Vessel.“ Conde 
dos Arcos,” mentioned in my Despatch of this Series, dated 4th January of 
the present Year, as having been announced im a Lisbon Gazette to be about 
to sail from thence on the 20th November, for Rio de Janeiro, (vid Angola, 
or ey ngre had taken in a full cargo of Slaves at the Port of Ambriz, and 
might be expected shertly to arrive here, I thought it my duty to acquaint 
the Minister with these facts, and to request that he would, upon her arrival, 
cause the Law to be enforced against her as an illicit Slave-trader. 

I have the honour to annex Translations of M. de Inhambupe’s first 
and second Replies to this Application; from the last of which it is satisfac- 
tory to gather that, upon the arrival of the Vessel “Conde dos Arcos,” the 
requisite measures will be adopted towards her, after a due examination 
anto the circumstances of the Case. 
: I have the honour to be, &c. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
&e. => &e. &e. | 


\ 


First Enclosure in No, 43. 


| Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe. 


M. Le Vicor, | Rio de Janeiro, June 24, 1826. 


I FEEL it to be my duty to acquaint your Excellency that a Portuguese 
Vessel, called the “ de dos Arcos,” sailed from Lisbon last November for 
Rio de Janeiro, vid Angola and Benguella, and that sbe is daily expected to 
arrive at this Port with a cargo of 300 Slaves taken on baard, d believe, at 
Ambriz. 

As it 1s impossible that this Vessel can, under such circumstances, be pro- 
vided with the Imperial Pass, requisite to authorise her being engaged in the 
Traffick in Slaves between Africa and Brazil, I beg to call your Excellency’s 
attention to the fact herein stated, and to denounce this Vessel as one illegally 
engaged in the Slave-trade ; not doubting but that, on her arrival at thts Port 
with her contraband Cargo, the Imperial Government will cause such steps te 
be taken in the matter.as the flagrant illegality of the proceedings demand. 

| | I protit of the opportunity, &e. &e. 

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 


His Excellency The Viscount de Inhambupe. 


Second Enclosure in No. 43. (Translation.) 


The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


Secretary of State's Oficefor foreign Affairs, 
June 28, 1826, 

THE Viscount de Inhambupe presents his due compliments to Mr. Henry 
Chamberlain, Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, and not being yet 
able to reply, suitably, to the Note which he addressed to him on the 24th of 
the present Month, as Explanations are required about the circumstance of 
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the Ship “ Conde dos Arcos,” to which it relates, and which have been 
requested from the Chargé d'Affaires of Elis Most Faithful Majesty at this 
Court, acquaints him, that at an opportune time he will give him the result of 
this affatr. on aa 

The Viscount de Inhambupe does not omit this occasion to renew, &c. 


fLenry Chamberlain, Esq. : 


Third Enclosure in No. 43. (Translation. 
The Fiscount de Inhambupe to Mfr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


Rio de Janeiro July 10, 1826. © 


THE Chargé d’Affaires of Tis Most Faithful Majesty, to whom J sent the 
Note you addressed to me, under date of the 24th of the last Month, respect- 
ing the Ship “* Conde dus Arcos,” which you state to have sailed from Lisbon 
in November of the last Year, destined for Angola and Benguella, to Trade for 
Slaves, in order.to come to the Port of this Capital, has just announced to me 
that he is persuaded, considering the fidelity with which his Government 
fulfils its Avyreements, that it would not give such a Clearance to the men- 
tioned Ship, in the case of her being Portuguese property ; judging, therefore, 
that the information which you have received, must have been less exact, 
because he could even assert, that it did not appear that in the said Month of 
November any Vessel of that denonination had sailed from Lisbon. 

In comnoiunicating to you the above-mentioned, I am to say, that in case of 
the said Ship actually entering this Port, the requisite ineasures will be taken 
after proceeding to the due exaniuations. 

| On this occasion I renew, &c. 


Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE. 


No. 44. 
> Mre Cul General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning. — 
: ; (Recetved Oct. 4.) | 
- Sir, | Rio de Janeiro July 19, 1826. 


ABOUT a Month ago I observed in the List of Sailings from this Port, 
that a Schooner, called the ** Arsenza,” under Brazilian Colours, had left the 
Harbour on the 11th June, bound to Cabinda, Molembo, Jsland of Prince 
and Island of St. Thomas, and I concluded, not only from her destination, but 
from the number of her Crew (22 Persons), that she must be bound upon 
a Slave-trading voyage. , —_ 

After the assurance given by M. de S°. Amaro, in the commencement of 
the present Year, that Licences to touch at Places North of the Line, should 
no longer be issued by the President of Bahia, and, according to the fair con- 
struction of his Note, that they should not be granted at all, it seemed pro- 
bable that the announcement of the ‘* Arsenia’s” destination to Princes and 
St. Thomas was a mistake ; nevertheless, to clear up all doubts on the subject, 

-1 wrote a few lines to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, requesting to be in- 
‘formed, whether the ‘‘Arsenia” was employed in the Slave-trade, and was fur- 
nished with a Passport authorizing her to touch and trade at the Places 
wnentioned in the Sailing List., a 

His Excellency acknowledged the receipt of my Letter; and promised to 
answer it as soon as he had obtained the requisite ,information from the 
Department of Marine. : oe : 
~~ On the 14th instant, I received the enclosed Answer, signifying, to my 
utter astonishment, that the “ Arsenia” had permission {o touch ‘and trade at 
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all the Places: mentioned in the List of Sailings, and” that, moreover, the 
Gcvernment had resolved, in compliance with the ‘ well founded répresep- . 
tations of various Brazilian Slave-Merchants,” to issue Licences aliewine 
‘Slave-vessels to touch at Places North of the Line. 

If the clearest and most convincing proofs had not been adduced, that such 
Licences have heen obtained with sinister views, and used fraudulently, it 
might be pretended that there exists nothing beyond a mere suspicion of their 
being obtained for fraudulent purposes. | 

But how M. de Inhambupe can hazard this opinion with those Documents 
_-before him, with which this Government has been furnished, proving numer- °° 
~ ous instances of fraudulent uses of these Licences, 1s scarcely more extraordi- 
nary than his argument, that, because in the Treaty between Portugal and 
Brazil, of the 29th August 1825, there is no prohibition against Brazilian 
Subjects touching at those Islands, Brazilian Ships, (and these Slave-ships), 
have a right to touch there, notwithstanding the clear and express prohibition 
contained in the existing Treaty and Convention with Great Britain for the 
restriction of the Slave-trade. : . 

Under these circumstances, and persuaded that a fresh appeal to the Govern- 
ment at this moment, founded upon any or all of the arguments or reasons 
formerly brought forward, would be of no avail, I have felt 1t to be incumbent 
upon me to send an Answer to M. de Inhambupe’s Note, containing a formal 
Protest, in the name of His Majesty’s Government, against the granting of 
the Licences in question, as a clear and direct breach ot the Treaty of Vienna, 
and ot the Additional Convention of London. 

It will not escape you, Sir, that M. de Inhambupe distinctly states, that 
this ‘Treaty and Convention afford the incans for preventing any abuse of 
these Licences. I have the honour to be; &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H.CHAMBERLAIN. 
&ec. Se. ~ &e. 


—— First Enclosure in No, 44. ee. 2 
Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe, 


M. Le Vicomre, Rio de Janetro, June 20, 1826. 


IN the List of Sailings from this Port, published in all the Diarios of this 
City, I observe the departure, on the 11th of June, of the Brazilian Schooner 
‘¢ 4Arsenia,”’ Francisco Roiz. Carneiro, Master, bound to Cabinda, Molembo, 
Island of Princes and Island of St. Thomas, and from the number of her Crew 
(22 Persons) I conclude she must be bound ona Slave-trading Voyage. 

I shall feel particularly obliged by your Excellency’s taking the trouble to 
Ict me know, whether this Schooner is employed in the Slave-trade, and has 
been furnished with a Passport, authorising ker to touch and trade at the se- 
veral Places mentioned in the Sailing List herein reterred to. 

I beg to renew, &c. 
(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Mis Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe. 


Second Enclosure in No. 44. (Translation.) 
The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 
. Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 13, 1826. 


HAVING already acknowledged the receipt of your Note, under date of 
‘ the 20th of last Month, desiring to know if a Passport had been given to the 
Schooner ** Arsenia,” to touch at the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes; I 
am now to acquaint you, that, according to what the Minister and Secretary 
of State for the Affairs of Marine has communicated, that Passport was ac- 
tually given. - | | - 


Gd Brazi. 


Oa this subject [ must, however, inform you, that although the Govern- 
ment of His Majesty The Emperor, yieldiag to your wishes, did. order those 
Licences to be prohibited, under the date of the 4th of January of the preseut 
Year, as was that day actually ordered to the President of the Province of 

ahia ; nevertheless, there having subsequently come up to the Imperial Pre- 
sence, very well-founded Representations from various Brazilian Merchants, re- 
‘questing the continuation of the said Licences, the Government of His Impe- 
rial Majesty has been pleased benignly to grant this Supplication, not only 
because they have judged that there would not be any inconvenience in this 
concession, inasinuch, if they should abuse the said Licences, as you appre- 
hend, the remedy in this respect is to be found given in the Treaty made ia 
Vienna on the 22d Jauuary 1815, and in the Additional Convention to the 
same Treaty of the 28th July 1817; but also because, those Islands belonz- 
ing to Portugal, there is not any prohibition in the Treaty made between 
Brazil and the said Kingdom, on the 29th of August of last’ Year, for the 
Subjects of His Imperial Majesty to touch there; and therefore it would be 
unjust and indecorous that the Imperial Government itself should be the first 
to make such a prohibition, merely upon suspicion of a contraband ‘Trade, 
which it is not to be supposed they will attempt, from the certainty that they 
will be punished with the utmost ngour of the Law. Moreover, that [lis Ma- 
jesty The Emperor, far from desiring to encourage the Trathck in Slaves, quite 
on the contrary, desires to repress it as much as possible, and he would cer- 
tainly have abolished it already, did not the actual circumstances of Brazil 
render this measure very pernicious to her Agriculture. 

On this occasion I renew, &c. 


(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE. 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. 


Third Enclosure in No. 44. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inkambupe. 


M. Le VicomTE, Rio de Janeiro, July 18; 1826. 


I SHALL not fail to communicate to my Government, by the earliest 
opportunity, your Excellency’s Office of the 13th instant, in reply to my 
Letter of the 20th ultimo, requesting to be informed whether the Brazilian 
Schooner “ Arsenia,” which had cleared out. from this Port for Molembo, and 
the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes, had really received permission to touch 
at these Islands. - 

Your Excellency acquaints me, that the “ Arsenia” had this permission, and 
that Licences authorising Slave-vessels to touch at Places North of the Line, 
will continue to be granted. 

It is in my power to assure your Excellency, that the British Government 
hailed with the sincerest satisfaction the assurance contained in the Office of 
his Excellency the Viscount de S°. Amaro, then Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, dated thee4th of January last, that the Imperial Brazilian Govern- 
ment had directed that no more Licences should be granted, authorising Slave- 
vessels to touch at Places North of the Line. 

That Resolucion was tu direct conformity with the clear sense, nay with the 
very words, of the existing Treaty and Convention for putting down the illicit 
Slave-trade; but since it has given way (after the, short lapse of only 6 
Months) before the interested Representations of the Slave Merchants, whose 
licit and fraudulent Commerce it shackled and repressed, it is hopeless to 
expect suce.-ss from the repetition of an Appeal, founded upon the Stipulations 
or the faith of Treaty. z 
~ [ shall, therefore, leave to my Government to express, in the terms they 
may think fit, the disappointment they will naturally feel when they learn 
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this change of coadact and principle:on the part of His Imperial Brazilian 
Majesty’s Government : achange which plainly indicates that the Represen- 
tations of private Individuals are held by this Government to be paramount ty 
the Engayemcats of Treaty. 

But I cannot hesitate, respecting the course it behoves me to take upon the 
annoancemeut of this determination, nor delav to protest against it in the 
strongest and most solemn manner, on the part of my Government, as a clear 
and direct breach of the Treaty of Vienna of the 22d January 1815, and the. 
Additional Convention of London of the 28th Julv 1817. | 

The argument which your Excellency employs, founded upon the Treaty 
between Portugal and Brazil, 1 humbly consider not to be applicable to an 
iufringement of a Treaty and Convention no wise counccted therewith; but [ 
refrain from troubling your Exccllency with any further remark on the. 
subject. | I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Ihs Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe. 7 


No. 45. 
. Ar. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning. — 
(Received Oct. 4.) 
Sir, | Rio de Janeiro, July 21, 1826. 


HAVING discovered that a Brig, called the ‘* Primorozo Divino,” which 
lately arrived in this Port with a Cargo of 472 Slaves from Angola, 18 having 
died during the voyage, is the property of a Portuguese Merchant, residing at 
Angola, to whom also belongs the greater part of the Negroes; I lost no time 
in- laying these circumstances before the Government, with the view of 
inducing them to take legal measures against her, in the event of her not being 
duly authorised to carry on the Trade. 

I have no doubt of her real character. 

It would have been more satisfactory, had the Minister’s Answer contained 
a promise that the “ Primoroso Divino” should be legally proceeded against, 
in the event of its turning out that she is not duly licensed to carry on the 


Slave-trade. | I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Se. &c. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 45. 
Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe. 


M. Le Vicomre, . Rio de Janciro, July 17, 1826. 


HAVING full confidence in the constantly repeated assurances of the 
Imperial Brazilian Government, that Persons concerned in the contraband 
Slave-trade shall be punished with.all the rigour of the Law, which are again 
renewed in your Exccllency’s Office ot the 13th instant, with the additional 
most satisfactory declaration, that His Imperial Majesty desires to repress the 
‘Trade as much as possible, I hasten to communicate to your Excellency that 
a Slave-vessel, lately arrived in this Harbour, has been denounced to me as 
illegally engaged in this Trarick. : 

T'bis Vessel is called the “ Primoroze Divino”; shearrived trom Angola on 
the Lith instant, with 472 slaves, 18 having died during the passage, consigned 
to the Merchant Joaquim Ferreira dos Santos. It is to be remarked, that in 
‘the List of Maritime Arrivals her Notion is not mentioned. oe 
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After very careful enquiry, I can find ‘no trace of this Vessel having cleared 
from this Port, although this might be readily ascertained, through the 
‘Ministry: of Marine, where the Registry of her Passport, and her Licence, 
will of course be found, if she was furnished with.them, as she ought to have 
been, to enable her legally to engage in the Trade. | | | 

My information, however, goes to the faet, that this Vessel is owned, and 
the greater part of the Cargo also owned, by a Portuguese resident in the 
‘Portuguese Colony of Angola. | . 

I lay this information before your Excellency, under the conviction, that 
the necessary enquiries will be made, and steps taken to enforce the Law 
against the ‘ Primorozo Divino” her Cargo and Crew, in the event of its 
appearing that she is not legally authorized to carry on this Trade. 

: I beg to renew, &c. | 
(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Es Excellency the Vicount de Inhambupe. 


Second Enclosure in No, 45. (Translation.) 
The Viscount-de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 20, 1826. 
ACKNOWLEDGING the Office that you addressed to me, under date of 


the 17th of the present Month, relative to the Ship “ Primorozo Divino,” 

that has just arrived from Angola with a Cargo of Slaves, which is said to be 

illicitly made, I have to acquaint you, that a Copy of your said Office has been 

transmitted to the Ministry of Marine, in order that I may receive thie 

necessary explanations to be able to reply suitably to you. 
- And on this occasion [ renew, &c. 


(Signed) - VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE. 


° 


Henry Chamberlain, Esq. 


No. 46. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning — 
(Recewed Oct. 4.) , 


| Sir, oy Rio de Janeiro, August 1, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of this 
Scries, dated the 14th of June of the present Year, upon the subject of the 
detention of the Slave Schooner ‘‘ 4mizade de Santos” by the Transport 
<‘ Thetis,” and instructing me, under the particular circumstances of the Case, 
not to remonstrate further on the irregularities discovered in eonsequence of 
the detention of that Schooner. - JT have the honour to be, &c. - 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
"  &e. ~~ &e. &e. | _ | | 


¢ 


| | No. 47. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary ‘Canning .— 
(iteceived Oct. 4.) | 


| . Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 2, 1826. 


IN consequence of information, transmitted by His Majesty’s Consul at 
Maranham, that fictitious Passports had'been granted, authorizing 2 Schooners, 
the “Donna Maria Felicia” and the “ Amizade,” to proceed from thence on 
Slave-trading voyages, no such Schooners being in that Port; I shortly 


J 
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stated to M. Inhambupe these facts, in the words they had been stated to me, 
feaving to him to take such measures, with respect to the Vessels which might 
‘sail with these Documents, as the execution ot the existing Treaty, and the 
enforcement of the Law, should authorize. | 

£ also requested that Orders might be issued to the Local Authorities at 
Maranham, not to grant Passports for Slave-vessels, unless these actually cleat 

out from that Port, and observe all the forms required by Law and Treaty. | 
I have the honour to enclose a Translation of the Minister's Answer, signi- 

- fying, that the President of that Province has been written to for his Report 
‘upon the circumstances stated in my Representation. , 
- . Nine Months will probably elapse before that Report is received, so that 
the Schooners will have concluded their speculations before any Order respect- 

ing them can reach Maranham. . 

_ As the Answer mis-states' part of the contents of my Letter to M. de In- 
‘hambupe, I have pointed out the error into which he had fallen, and which is 
corrected in his Excellency’s Reply. | | 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H.CHAMBERLAIN,. 
&c. &c. &e. | | | 


First Enclosure in No. 47. 
Mr. Consul-Generat Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe. 


M. Le VicoemrTE, | Rio de Janciro, July 15, 1826. 


BY information received from Maranham, it appears that the Acting Pre- 
sident of that Province, his Exccllency S*™ Manoel Telles da Silva Lobo, 
ranted, on the 4th of July last Year, a Passport for a Brazilian Schooner, 
called.the ‘* Donna Afaria Felicia,” of 120 tons measurement, Jose Dias 
de Carvalho, Master, and Sebastiao Pinto, Owner, to proceed from Maran- 
‘ham to the Ports of Molembo, Cabinda, Zayre, and Ambar, (probably 
Ambriz,) on the Coast of Africa, and to return to Maranham with 300 Slaves. 
And that his Excellency S*. Patricia Joze d’Almeida e Silva, Vice President 
of that Province, granted on the 13th of August, a Passport for another Brazi- 
fian Schooner, called the “ c4mzzade,” of 200 tons measurement, Manoel 
Joaquim dos Santos Master, and Manoel Francisco da Silva, Owner, to pro- 
ceed from Maranham to the same Ports on the Coast of Africa, and to re- 
turn ‘to Maranham with 500 Slaves. Each of these. Passports: was num- 
bered One. | , | | 
So far there appears nothing unusual or improper. But what opinion will 
your Excellency form of both ‘Transactions, as affecting respectively the 
Governor and Vice Governor, when your Excellency learns, that neither of 
the Schooners mentioned in the. Passports were at Maranham at the time; 
that no such Vessels had ever been known to be there, or even to be in 
existence; aud that the Passports were procured by Sebastiao Pinto, and 
Manoel Francisco da Silva, (the former a Resident in Lisbon,) notoriously 
for the purpose of being sent to other Ports, where Vessels answering to 
“the measurement could be purchased and fitted out for the voyage. Such, 
M. le Vicomte, is the Statement transmitted to me as a correct relation of 
the facts. And I send your Excellency an Extract of that part of His 
Britannick Majesty’s Consul’s Letter which relates them. . 
I feel that His Imperial Majesty’s Government, whose desire to keep this 
wretched Traffick strictly within the limits and regulations established. by 
Treaty and by Law, has been so repeatedly expressed, cannot fail to see, in 
hoth these Cases, manifest infractions of the latter, which makes it requisite 
for -every Brazilian Vessel, bound upon a Slaving-voyage to the Coast of 
Africa, to go through certain forms — she is allowed to sail; and that 
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hee Passport should bear upon its tace a Certificate, that she has duly com- 
plied therewith. a 
What steps it may be proper to take, with respect to thése two Vessels, I 
leave entirely to the decision of your Excellency, after denouncing them as 
not having conformed to the Stipulation of the existing Treaty, and therefore 
acting in violation of the Law. But I cannot forbear soliciting. in the médt 
urgent manner, that no time may be lost in prohibiting the President, or 
other Local Authority at Maranham, competent to grant such Passports, to — 
isstte Passports for Slave-trading-voyages, unless the Vessel, her Master and 
Crew, actually clear out from that’ Port, and go through all the Forms re- 
quired by Law and Treaty. — —— 
I beg your Excellency to accept the assurance, &c: i 
(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
His Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe. ) | 


Second Enclosure in No: 47. (Translation.) 
The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul- General Chamberlain. 


Srr, | - Rio.de Janeiro July 27, 1826. 


I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the Note that you addressed to me, 
under date of the 15th instant, in which you complain of there having been 
given, in the Province of Maranham, two Passports, or Ships not existing 
there, whose Proprietors are Portuguese residing t#Lisbon, to go and engage 
in the Sfave-trade; and I have to acquaint you that, under this day’s date, it 
has been ordered, that the President of ,that Province do report whatever: 
may be known in this respect, taking upon myself the charge of replying to 
you, categorically, in due time on this subject. oe i o 

On this occasion I renew to you, &e. | : , 

| (Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE, 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. | e a4 


Third Enclosure in No, 47. 
Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to ‘the Viscount de Inhambupe. 
M. Le Vicomre, Rio. de Janeiro, July 28, 1826. 


I LOSE not a moment in setting to rights a misconception of a statement 
in my Letter to your Excellency of the 15th instant, respecting Passports 
granted by the President and Vice-President of the Province of Maranham to 
two Vessels to undertake Slave-voyages. 
~ Your Excellency’s Note of yesterday, this moment received, after acknow- 
‘ledging the receipt, and mentioning the date of my Letter, states, “ that I 
complain of there having been given, in the Province of Maranham, two 
Passports for Ships not existing there, whose Proprietors are Portuguese, te- 
siding in Lisbon, to go and engage in the Slave-trade.” Ts 
Your Excellency will permit me to explain, that my complaint, instead “of 
this, was, that two Licences had been given to two Schooners not at Maran- 
am, nor even known to be in existence any where, although four Persoris 
described themselves as Owners and Masters (which your Pvesticasy muse 
at once perceive could not be true), and that one of the Persons, described as 
an Owner, was actually a Resident in Lisbon. : 2% 
I request your Excellency once more to accept, &c. oS 
a (Signed)  . H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
“His Excellency the Viscount de Inhainbupe, ae er are 


x 
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Fourth Enclaosure.in No. 47. (Translation.) 
| The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. — 
Sir, - | | Rio de Janeiro, July 31, 1836. 


og 


IN reply to the Note that you addressed to me, on the 28th of the present | 


Month,.relative to the mistake in the Answer given to your other previous 


Note, .respecting the fact of the two Licences, which you say had been 
granted at Maranbam to two Schooners not existing there, one of the so. 


called Owners: of the said Schooners being a Resident in Lisbon, I have to 
assure you, that, in conformity with the first Note, the President of that 


Province has been ordered to be heard on this subject, to the end that His. 


Imperial Majesty may determine what may be just. 
On this occasion I[ renew, &c. | 
(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE. 

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. 


~ 


2 -@ - 
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No. 48. 


My. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning — 
: (Recewed Oct. 4.) 


Sir, | Rio de Janeiro, August 4, 1826. 
I HAVE tbe honour to transmit a Translation of the Minister's Answer, 


respecting the Slave-vessel “ Primorozo Dwino.” 
h 


have written to Mr. Vice-Consul Smith, at Pernambuco, to obtain 


and send me a Copy of the Passport, stated to have been given to her 


at that Port; or, in default of that, all the particulars of date, owner- 


ship, Sc. &c. | 
' The infurmation I have received respecting this Vessel is precise, and 
satisfies me that she and the greater part of her Cargo are the property 
of a Portuguese Resident at Angola. 

Unless some means are found to check the carrying on the Trade from 
Portuguese Ports South of the Line, with Portuguese Ships, Seamen and 
Capital, we shall, I fear, see it sadly increase. For the conduct of this 
Government shows but too plainly their unwillingness to enforce the Law 
against Contraband Traders, and that: Vessels may, under any circumstances, 
safely enter and a their Slave Cargoes. 

. have the honour to be, &c. 


‘The Right Hon. George ew (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
| «&e. &c. C. : 


Enclosure in No. 48. (Translation.) 


The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 
Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 3, 1826. 


IN addition to my Note of the 20th of the last Month, acknowledging 
the receipt of the one which you sent to me, respecting the Ship “: Primoroso 
Divino,” I have to acquaint yon, that, from the Examinations ordered to 
be made by the Minister of Marine, it is known that the said Ship was cleared 
out at Pernambuco, to proceed to Trade for Slaves in the licit Ports of Africa, 
there being given to her for this purpose the competent Passport, wherein it 
is declared that the Proprietor and the Master are Subjects of this Empire. - 

Thus satisfying the enquiry made by you, I profit of the occasion to re- 


new, &c. | | | ice 
oe eS (Signed) _VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE. 
fenry Chamberlain, Esq. 
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~ No. 49. 


Mr, Consul-General Chamberlain to Adr. Secretary Canning.— ; 
? (Recezved Nov. 28.) 


SiR, | Rio de Janeiro, September 2, 1826. 


I FEEL it to be my duty to report to you, that 2 British Vessels. have 
lately arrived in this Port, bringing Slaves from other Parts of Brazil, viz:—- 

The Schooner “ Emilia” (ot Halifax) Peter Edwards, Master, from Bahia, : 
with 27, The Brig,‘ General Brock,” of Liverpool, Henry Eden, Master, . 
from Pernambuco, with 21. 
_ As the “ Emilia” bad sailed on her return to Bahia before I was aware that. 
she had brought any Slaves, I gannot say, whether these were Domesticks; 
but Mr. Eden, the Master of the ‘‘ General Brock,” has stated to me, that 
those wiich came in his Vessel were so, and waited upon their Masters dur- 
ing the voyage. | , 

The “ Emilia” having returned to Bahia, I have directed Mr. Consul Pen- 
nell to enquire into the circumstances of her Case, and to report the result for 
your information. i | 

Upon the Master of the ‘‘ General Brock” being called before me, to exa 
plain how he came to receive and convey Slaves on board his Ship; he. de- 
clared his ignorance of its being unlawful, and his regret at having unknow- 
ingly erred. And he added, as an extenuation of his conduct, that previously 
to his agrecing to receive them on bvard at Pernainbuco, he had enquired of 
Mr. Vice-Consul Smith, whether there was any impediment to his doing so, 
andl was told that there was none; and that he certainly would not have al- 
Jowed the Slaves to come in his Vessel, had the Vice-Consul warned him 
against it. : : | : 

This Statement of Mr. Eden is so much at variance with what it was Mr. 
Smith’s duty to have done, in conformity with the contents of the ‘ Circular” 
addressed by me to all His Majesty's Consuls in the Brazil, in the Month. of 
August 1825, (the receipt of which was duly acknowledged by Mr. Consul’ 
Parkinson, in the Month of September following,) that I cannot but appre- 
hend there has been some misunderstanding. And I have written to Mr. 
Vice-Consul Smith accordingly, directing-him to forward direct to the Foreign 


~ Office, for yonr information, his Report of what passed when Mr. Eden ap- 


plied to him for-his advice on the subject. 
~The last Enclosure contains a Statement of the several Owner's names, and 
number of Slaves belonging to each, respectively, as they have appeared in the 
Shipping List published in the Diario Fluminense. i a 
| | | have, &c. = , se 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Ye. &e. &c. sr 


First Enclosure in No. 49. 
Mr. Consul-General Chamberluin to Mr. Consul Pennell. 


Sir, . Rio de Janeiro, August 26, 1826. 
THE British Schooner “ Ema,” Peter Edwards, Master, arrived here 


from Bahia on the 20th instant, having on board 27 Slaves, belonging to 


various Persons, Passengers by her, as is stated in the List of Arrivals pub- 
lished in the enclosed Newspaper, the “ Diario Fluminense,” No. 44, dated 
23d August ; : | . | 

It is only since her departure that I have become acquainted with these 
circumstances, or I should have taken some steps in the matter whilst the 
Vesscl was here. She sailed from hence for Bahia on the 24th instant, and 
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Ihave to request that you will, in the event of her being still there, apprize 
her Master, that he has committed an infraction of the Laws for the abolition. 
of the Slave- trade, and thereby made himself liable to the pains and penal- - 
ties attendant thereupon. You will be so good as to send a Report of the 
result of your Enquiries on this subject, to Y His Majesty’s Government and 
to me. I have, &c. 


William Pennell, Esq. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Second Enclosure in No. 49. : , 
~ Mr. Consut-General Chemberlain to Mr. Vice Consul Sintth. 


Sir, Rio dé Janeiro, September 2, 1826. 
THE British Brig, “ Generul Brock,” arrived a few days ago at this 


Port from Pernambuco, bringing various Brazilian Passengers, and 21 Slaves, 
declared to belong to them. As soon as these facts came to my knowledge, 

I called ber Master, Henry Eden, before me, and Icarnt from his own mouth 
that they were true. 

-— Upon questioning him further, he stated, in extenuation of what he had 
done, that, previous to his undertaking to receive these Slaves on board, he ' 
had enquired of His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Pernambuco, whether there 
was ‘any impediment to his doing so; and was informed by him, that he 
knew, of none, and supposed he was at fall liberty to take the Slaves, as well — 
as their Masters. 

This sanction for their being received on board the “ General Brock,” 
is so directly at variance with the contents of my Circular Despatch, dated 
the 8th of August 1825 (to which I refer you), the receipt whereof was 
acknowledged by Mr. Parkinson, in his Despatch, dated the 11th of Sep- 
tember tollowing, that I cannot but presume that there must have been some 
misunderstanding on the part of Mr. Eden. 

I shall, however, as is my duty, transmit to His Majesty’s Secretary of . 
State an account of ‘the circumstances of this transaction, such as they have 
been represented to me, and I recommend to you to forward, without delay, 
to the Foreign Office, whatever explanation you may have to give upou the 
subject, transmitting a Copy here for my information. 

The warning to Masters of British Vessels not to receive Slaves on board, 
communicated to His. Majesty’s Consulate at Pernambuco, in the Circular 
Despatch before-mentioned, has been publickly athxed in the Vice-Consul’s — 
Office in this City, ever since the receipt of Mr. Canning’s Instruction, 
desiring that it should be given. Mr. Eden states, that no such notice is 
affixed in the Consular-Office at Pernambuco. 


T have, &e. x 
Mr. Vice- Consul Smith. = (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN, 
" Third Enclosure in No. 49. | a . 


STATEMENT of SLAVES brought from Bahia to Rio de Janeiro, in the 
British Schooner “ Lmzlia,” of alifax, Peter Edwards, Master, with the 
Names of their Owners, Passengers in the same Vessel. 


18 Slaves belonging to S** Man! do Nacimento de Castro e Silva. 


5 do. do. >, Man!. Gomez da Fonseca. 
4 do. do. », Thomas Xavier Garcia d’Almeida. 
ef 
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And in the British Brig “ General Brock,” of Liverpool, Henry Eden, 

Master, from Pernambuco to Rio de Janeiro ~~. 1h. % § 
4 Slaves belonging to 8S Antonio Maciel Monteiro. 


9 do. do », Caetano Xavier Pereita. 


5 do. do. 5 Francisco Joze de Faria Barboza. 
3 do. do. », Joze de Miranda. 
21 | 
Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 2, 1826. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
No. 50. 


- Mr. Consui-Geneval Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received Nov. 28.) 


(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, September 9, 1826. 


I HAVE lately received from Mr. Consul Hesketh, Copies of the Des- 
patches, and their Enclosures, which he addressed to you, Sir, on the 5th and 
15th of July, respecting the arrival, at Macanham, of a Portuguese Slave-. 
vessel, the “* Move de Marco,” said to be from Cabinda, but suspected to have 
come from Cacheu, and the permission granted by the Local Authorities of 
that Province for landing the Slaves she brought, and their beang cleared 
through the Custom-House, upon payment of the usual Duties. 

It is to be remarked, that the Passport under which the “ Nove de Margo” 
ventured to bring a Cargo of Slaves to Maranham, as she says, from Cabinda, 
but no doubt really from Cacheu, does not authorise her to do any such thing. 
It merely allows her to sail trom St. Jago for Cabinda, and thence to Maran- 
ham, and back to St. Jago, without saying a syllable on the subject of 
Cargo, which makes the conduct of the Authorities at Maranhain, ia allow- 
ing her Cargo of Slaves to be landed and sold, the more extraordinary, because 
they must know that she had no right to import Slaves, and that she was an 
ilhcit Trader. 

_ The 3d and 4th Sections of the ist Article of the Additional Coavention of 
London, apply precisely to the Case of the ‘“ Nove de Marco,” and now env. 
tirely prohibit Portuguese Vessels from supplying Brazil with Slaves. But 
the President of Maranham has probably chosen to consider the 4th Article 
ef that Instrument as still sufficiently authorising Portuguese Ships and Sub- 
jects to import Slaves into Brazil ; and has evidently not thought it necessary 
to enquire, whether the ‘“ Nove de Marco” was supplied with the Documents 
which the 5th Article declares. to be essentially requisite for carrying on the 
Trade. 

I have, consequently, called the Minister’s attention to this Case, and re- 
newed the urgent request lately made, for the issue of positive Orders to the 
President of Maranham riot to ellew, under any pretext whatever, the impor- 
tation of Slaves into that Port, unless in Vessels duly qualified by the Brazi- 
lian Authorities, and havirg in all respects conformed to the Stipulations of 
the existing Treaty. (Signed) HENRY CHAMBERLAIN. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&c. &e. &e. 


E,nclosure in No. 50. 


Mr. Consul- General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe. 


M. Le VICOMTE, Rio de Janeiro, September 9, 1826. 


IT is my duty to make known to your Excellency, that, by Accounts re- 
ceived here from Maranham, it appears that his Excellency the President ot 
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that Province has admitted to entry the Portuguese Schooner “ Nove de Marco,” - 
belonging to the Villa da Praya, in the Island of St. Jago, having a Cargo of 
86 Slaves on board, said to have been received at Cabinda: but, as there is 
great reason to believe, actually taken in at Cacheu; which cargo was ad- 
mitted to dispatch in the Custom-[House, as if it had been legally imported, 
and all the forms prescribed by the existing Treaty, had been observed. 

The Passport presented by the “‘ Nove de Marco,” authorizing her to pro- 
ceed to Cabinda, and thence to Maranham, and back to the [sland of St. Jago, 
{but which it is to be remarked does not say a word about carrying S/aves,) 
is issued by Colonel Chapuzet, the Governor-General of the Portuguese Pro- 
vince of Cabo Verde; and bears date at Villa da Praya on the 24th November 
1825. It wants all the essential formalities required by the existing Treaty 
and Convention for the suppression of the illicit Slave-trade; and even, if it 
possessed them, it is not competent to the Governor of a Portugucse Colony 
to authorize any Vessel under Portuguese Colours to earry en the Trade, or 
supply Brazil, a Foreign Country, with Slaves. 

I have the honour to enclose a Copy of this Passport for your Excellency’s 
inspection, at the same time soliciting your Excellency to be pleased to order 
an Enquiry to be made into the whole circumstances of the Case; to the 
end, that, if these do not, as it scarcely seems possible they can, bear out the 
Local. Autiorities at Maranham, in admitting the Vessel and her Cargo to 
entry and dispatch, due notice may be taken thereof by His Imperial Majesty’s 
Government. i: | 

> And I beg leave, (in consquence of the late arrivals of Portuguese Slave- 
vessels at that Port, and the occurrences connected therewith, that have hap- 
ned there) to renew the urgent request lately made to your Excellency, be 
issuing positive Orders to the President of Maranham, not to allow, under any 
pretext whatever, the importation of Slaves into that Port; unless by Vessels, 
shewing that they are duly qualihed to engage in the Traffick, by Brazilian 
Authorities, and a strict observation of the forms required by the Stipula- 

tions of the existing Treaty. 

I beg to renew, &c. 


(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
His Eecellency the Viscount de Inhambupe, 


« : 
No. 51. 


Mr, Consul.General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Caaning.— 
(Recewed Nov. 28.) 


Sr, Rio de Janeiro, September 11, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to forward, herewith, two Returns lately received 
from Mr. Consul Pennell, at Baia, shewing the numberof Slaves imported into, 
and exported from, that Port, from the 1st of January to the 30th of June, 
of the present Year. © 

Since the date of these Returns, a Vessel, called the “ Marta da Gloria,” 
arrived at Babia (on the 29th of July,) from Lisbon, vid Molembo, bringing 
$32 Slaves. | 

I have the honour to be,&e. | | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 


&ec. §c. Co 
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First Enclosure in No. 51 


Return of the Number of Slaves imported into Bahia from Junuary 1, 
teem to June 30, 1526. | 


Number of Slaves. 


Date ss 
of Name of Vessel. = Nation. 

Arrival g 

12 

1826. 

January 9San Benedito = - - - |Ambris - - Brazil. 

cs 15 Carlotta - ‘ ™ - |Molembo ~ Do. 

ef 2\\Diana - “- - + |Pernambuco - France. 
February 13,18 Rosalia = - - - |Molembo - Brazil. 

"ee 16;Na Snra do Monte do Carmo |Angola - = Do. 
vs we 23 Bom Fim - - - - |Ambris - - Do. 
March 28. Joze Triunfo - - {Pernambuco - Do. 
tia et 1}\Henriquett = - - - {Molembo - Do. 

66 15/Ira Estrella - “ - Do. - - Do. 
April 23'S. Joao Voador - - Do. - - Do. 
May 1 Santa Rita - - - {Pernambuco - Do. 
66 8 Bom Successo - - - |Molembo ~ Do, 
June 6\Tentadora - ~ - Do. - - Do. 

“e 27\Carlotta - - ° - Do. - -/ Do. 

‘6 20'N ova Virgem - - - Do. - - Do. 


Total Number of Slaves 


(Signed) W. PENNELL. '' 


Second Enclosure in No. 51. 


Return of the Number of Slaves exported from Bahia; from 
| January | to June 30. 1826. 


; Number 
When Sailed. Name of Vessel. Where Bound. of Nation. 
: Slaves 
1826. 
May 1/Santa Efigenia - - - |Rio de Janeiro 260 |Brazil. 


(Signed) W. PENNELL. 
. a GR 2S SY CET 3 a ° 
No. 52. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received Dec. 15.) 


a 


(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, September 24, 1826. 


BESIDES the representation which I felt it to be indispensable to make 
‘to the Brazilian Government, upon the arrival of the Portuguese Slave-vessel 
“ Orfeo,” which forms the subject of the accompanying Despatch, I also 
considered it advisable to communicate with the Portuguese Chargé d’Af- 
faires, as to the information he might possess respecting her, and more espe- 
cially the nature of the Documents under which she had cugaged in the 
Slave-trade with this Country. . ae 

With this view I addressed to M. Pereira, on the 12th instant, a Letter, — 
of which the enclosed is a Copy, stating my doubts that the ‘ Orfeo” could 
be provided with the Documents required by the Stipulations of the Addi- 
tional Convention of London, as necessary to authorize her to engage in the 
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Slave-trade with Brazil, and expressing, in the frankest manner, my expec- 
tation to receive his co-operation in putting down, at once, so illicit a Trade. 

His Answer, of which, a Translation.is annexed, informed me, that: not 
only the Vessel was Portuguese built, owned, and navigated, and her voyage 
on.Portuguese account, but, what I confess very much surprised me,. that 
she had a Passport in due form, issued previous to the Ratification by His 
Most Faithful Majesty of the Treaty of Independence, at a time when the 
present Empire of Brazil was a Trans-Atlantick Possession of the Crown of 
Portugal ; and that, consequently, she was engaged in a licit Traffick. 

It struck me as very extraordinary that the Portuguese Government should: 
grant, and any Portuguese Merchant risk his Ship and Property under, a 
Passport authorizing a Vessel to trade with the T'rans-Atlantick Dominions 
of Portugal, when it was well known that the Cruizcrs of the Government 
of these Deamon then become de facto Independent, captured every Vessel 
under the Portuguese Flag which they met with at Sea; and that the Govern- 
ment itself seized and sequestered all those that ventured into Brazilian Har- 
bours ; and the more I considered the matter, the less likely 1t seemed to me 
to be a real ‘bona-fide transaction. Pa . 

I therefore addressed M. Pereira a second time, requesting him to have 
the kindness to furnish me, if he saw no objection, with information re- 
specting the dates of the “ Orfeo’s” Documents, and of her departure from 
Lisbon ; and I took care to point out to him that the Portuguese dominion 
over Brazil,so far as regarded Portugal, ceased, legally, from the date of the 
Royal Diploma of His Most Faithful Majesty, which had been recognized. 
by both Countries (in the Preamble to the Treaty of the 29th of August), as 
the epoch of the Separation and Independence of the two States. Where- 
fore, in my opinion, Portugal had no right to supply Brazil with Slaves after 
the date of that Diploma; from whence it would tollow, as a matter of course, 
that, unless the ‘“‘ Orfeo’s” Documents were dated before tiat period, her 
voyage must be considered illegal. - 

Unless, indeed, the above Interpretation of the cffect of that Diploma be. 
the right one, it is dithcult to conceive why it ever appeared before the 
Publick as the basis for negotiating the Treaty of Independence. __ 7 

This view of the subject called forth the Rejoinder, of which f enclose a 
Translation, whose contents did not, however, induce me to continue my 
Correspondence. | 

M. Pereira states, that the Passport for the *‘ Orfeo” is dated the 14th of 
November 1825, the Document from the Board of Trade being dated the 
25th of that Month, and that both these had been renewed, as is declared 
by the Secretary of State’s Othce, although the reason for the renewal is not 
stated, nor even hinted at. | | 

The Treaty of Separation and Independence, signed at Rio on the 29th of 
August 1825, arrived in Lisbon on the 9th of November, and no Inhabitant 
of that City, certainly none of the Ministers, could well be ignorant that His 
Jate Most Faithful Majesty had resolved, before the 14th, to accept and confirm 
that Treaty. 

There is therefore this cogent reason, in addition to that drawn from the 
date ot the Certificate of the Chamber of Commerce, for concluding, that 
the Minister did not sign the Passport of the ** Orfeo” on the 14th of No- 
vember. | | | a 

By the Stipulation of the Additional Convention, regulating the form of 
the Passport, the very form of the Passport itself requires, that the Owners 
shall have previously taken Oath that no Foreigners have any interest in the 
Vessel or.Cargo. | 7 

Now, in this Case, the Oath was taken on the 24th of November (10 days 
after the simulated date ot the Passport), and the Certificate is dated the next 
day, the 25th of November, and is attached under the Official Seal of the 
Marine to the Passport signed by the Minister. 3 : 

A Certificate, granted by the Chamber of Commerce on the 25th, attached 
to a Passport of the Minister of Marine, dated the 14th of the same Month, 
| 20 
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which Passport is declared to have been granted in consequence of that Certi- 
ficate. having been previously produced! and then, to justify the lateness of 
the date, there is a Memorandum, im the hand-writing of the Clerk, that. 
the Papers had been renewed. | | , 
_ The date of the sailing of the ‘“‘ Orfeo” from Lisbon is not known, but it 
cannot have been earlier than the 26th ot November; and I have reason to 
believe. that she sailed in December, at which time Brazil was no tonger a 
Trans-Atlantick Possession of Portugal, (whatever may have been the precise’ 
period at which it ceased to be so), and her voyage, therefore, from its very 
beginning, a violation of the Additional Convention of London of 1817. 


(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. - 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
— &e. &e. &c. . 


First Enclosure in No. 52, 


_ Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Portuguese Chargé d@ Affaires. ° 


M. LE CoMMANDEUR, Rio de Janeiro, September 12, 1826. 


THERE arrived in this Port yesterday Afternoon, a large Ship, under Portu- 
uese. Colours, bringing a Cargo of Slaves, and, by the Newspapers of this 
Morning: it appears that she is called the ‘* Orfeo,” and comes trom the Port 
of Ambriz, where she loaded 719 Atricans, of which 11 dicd during the 
voyage. She is consigned to the Merchant Joao Alves da Silva Porto, | 
In stating these circumstances to you, M. le Commandeur, I frankly confess 
that the object I have in view is to obtain your powerful co-operation towards 
nipping in the bud, and at once, the illicit enployment of Portuguese Vessels 
in furnishing Brazil (now a Foreign State gvoad Portugal) with Slaves ;. and 
I found my application to you upon Article 1, Sec. 4, of the Additional Con- 
vention of London, which expressly declares illicit any Trathck in Slaves, by, 
Portuguese Vessels bound for any Port not in the Dominions of Fis Most 
Faithful Majesty. | | 
In addition to this quite-sufficient reason for considering the Partics inter-. 
ested in this Slave-carrying of the ‘* Orfeo,” as illicit Traders, I) take che 
liberty to refer you to the 4th Artjcle of the said Convention, making it impe- 
rative for Vessels, authorised to carry on the Slave-trade, to be provided with 
the particular Passport, the model whereof is annexed to, and forms an inte- 
gral part of, the said Convention. And I solicit you to be pleased to take 
the trouble to ascertain whether the ‘¢ Orfec” is provided therewith ; which 
appears to me hardly credible, considering the good faith with which the Go- 
vernment of Portugal observes the Stipulations of Treaties. | 3 
Should it turn out that this doubt 1s well founded, I confidently trust to. 
your taking such measures as the case warrants ; and as will teach these illicit 
_ Adventurers in a Trade that is forbidden, what they may expect when they, 
dare to set at defiance the solemn Engagements of their Sovereign, which they 
arc bound to respect. Oo | 
+ ‘I have much pleasure, &c. 


M. Carlos Mathias Pereira. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 


- . Second Enclosure in No. 52., | | (Translation.). 
The Portuguese Chargé d’ Affaires to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


he Portuguese Legation, in. Rio de Juxnctro, 

_ Most Ixuustrious Ssr; September, 14, 1820. 

BY your Letter, dated the 12th instant, you were pleased to state:— 

First,—The Arrival of the Ship ‘ Orfeo” under the Portuguese Flag, with 
a Carge ef Staves from Ambriz. : : rei 7 


ited 
- 
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Second,—Your desire that I would co-operate m putting an end to the illicit 
employment of Portuguese Vessels in furnishing Brazil (now a State indepen- 
dent of Portugal) with Slaves; tounding your request on Art. 1, Sect. 4, of 
the Additional Convention of London. : 3 

Thirdly ,—Your desire to know if the “ Orfeo” came provided with the com- 
petent Passport, according to the 4th Article of the said Convention ; which 
you doubt ; confding inthe good faith of the Portuguese Government ; and’ 

Fourthly,—If this Ship be not competently provided with such Passports, 
your hope that I will take such measures as may teach these illicit Adventurers 
m a Traffick that is prohibited, what they are to expect when they dare to 
act contrary to the Engagements of their Sovereign. __ . 
_ Commencing my Answer upon your lust Proposition, I have the honour to 
state, that you may be eertain I shall always take, at any epoch, and also 
as far as in my power, all possible measures to cause entire obedience to, and 
ebservance of, the Orders and Engagements of my August Master. 

To your 3d request, you will permit me to assure you, that, on inspecting 
the Passports (to-day, in this Legation,) of the said Ship “ Orfeo,” of which 
Luis. Antonio de Guimaraes is Master, it 1s proved that this Vessel: is of 
Portuguese construction, Portugucse Owners, navigated by a Portuguese 
Master‘and Crew; with a Passport, according to Art. 4. of the said Conven- 
tion of the 28th July 1817, passed by ttre Minister of Marine in Lisbon, to 
proceed to the Coast of Africa and load Slaves for Brazil, in conformity with 
Article 2, Sec. 2. of the said Convention ; and for Portuguese account, ac- 
cording to the tenour of Art. 4, of the Treaty signed at Vienna on the 22d 
- January 1815; and before the Ratification by His Most Faithful Majesty of 
the Treaty of Independence of the 29th August, 1825, a time at which the 
present Empire of Brazil was a Transatlantick Possession belonging to the 
‘Crown of Portugal: in consequence whereof, this Vessel has made a legal | 
Traffick in Slaves, and in the manner you mention in the Ist part of your Let- 
ter. This legal Traffick renders inadmissible its 2d part in this particular Case. 

Having in every thing replied to your Letter, ar 

I have the honour, &c. 7 
se? (Signed) CARLOS MATHIAS PEREIRA. 
‘Henry Chambertain, Esq. | : 


@ 


Third Enclosure in No. 52. 
| Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Portuguese Chargé d Affaires. 


M. re CoMMANDEUR, - Rio de Janeiro, September 20, 1826. 

I HAVE the honour.to acknowledge the receipt of the Letter you had the 
goodness to address to me on the.14th instant, in answer to mine of the 12th, 
respecting the Portuguese Ship “ Orfeo,” which has arrived in this Port with 
a Cargo of Slaves from Ambnz; and wherein you assure me, that this Vessel 
is of Portuguese construction, is Portuguese owned, is navigated by a Portu- 
guese Master and Crew, and has a Passport conformable to the 4th Article 
of the Additional Convention of London of the 28th July 1817, passed by thé 
Minister of Marine in Lisbon, authorising her to go to the Coast of Africa té 
lade Slaves for Brazil, in conformity with the 2d Section of the 2d Artiele of 
the said Convention; and for Portuguése account, according to the tenour of 
the 4th Article of the Treaty of Vienna of the 22d January 1615; and before 
the Ratification by His Most Faithful Majesty of the Treaty of Independence 
of the 29th August 1825,a time when the now Empire of Brazil was a Z}ans. 
atlantick Possession of the Crown of Portugal.- : a wy 
The Ship, Owners, Master, and Crew, Passport and Property, being thug 
all unquestionably Portuguese, the period when her Documents are dated; and 
the date.of her departure from Lisbon, are the important facts. by whith i€. 
can be ascertained whether her voyage -is legal or illegal ; and if you"see: no 
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objection to accede to my request in this respect, I should feel obliged by your 
taking the trouble to. afford me information on that point. © - 
My object, M. leCommandeur, in soliciting this your, is to make such use 
of the particulars, should you think fit to furnish them, as my duty may 
require, and to veport the facts of the Case, correctly, to my Government. 
The separation of Brazil from Portugal, and its acknowledgment as an In- 
dependent Empire, ar.d the acknowledgment of His Imperial Majesty Don 
Pedro as Emperor, after which Brazil ceased to be a Transatlantick Pos- 
session of the Crown of Portugal, were all contained in the Royal Diploma of 
His late Most Faithful Majesty Don John VI., dated the 13th May 1825, 
aud recognised in the Preamble of the Treaty of the 29th August of the same 
Year, after which date the Government of Portugal had no right to supply 
Brazil with Slaves. And unless the Documents under which the “ Orteo” 
left the Tagus in the prosecution of this Slave-trading voyage were issued 
previously to that Royal Diploma, it would seem to follow that she has been 
improperly authorised to engage in the Traftick, contrary to that stipulation 
of Treaty which declares, that the Portuguese Flag shall not be employed 
to supply Foreign Territories with Slaves, and that her voyage, therefore, is 
illegal. I have the honour, &c. | 
M. Carlos Mathias Peretra. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 


_ Fourth Enclosure in No. 52. (Translation.) 


| The Portuguese Chargé d Affaires to Mr. Consut-General Chamberlain. 


Portuguese Legation, 
Most I.uustrious Sir, Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 22, 1826.. 


THERE are three points which form the Object of the Letter you ad- 
dressed to me the day before yesterday. | 

First,—To mention, if [ had no objection so to do, the date of. the Docu- 
ments of the Ship “ Orfeo,” and the date of ber departure trom Lisbon. 

Secondly,— The declaration of your opinion that the Government of Por- 
tugal had not the right to supply Brazil witli Slaves after the 13th day of 
May 1825, on which you say, by a Royal Diploma of, His Most Faithfal 
Majesty The Lord Dou John the Sixth, whom God has in Glory, Brazil 
ceased to be a Trans-Atlantick Pussession of Portugal; the separation of 
Brazil from Portugal, her recognition as an Independent Empire, and the 
recognition of His Imperial Majesty the Lord Don Pedro as Emperor, 
having been by that Act acknowledged. .. ee es ee 

Thirdly,—That, if the Documents with which the “ Orfeo” left the 
Tagus were not of an. anterior date to that Royal Diploma,.it appears to 
follow, that she was unduly authorised to engage in a Traffick contrary. to 
that Stipulation of the Treaty which declares ‘* that the Portuguese Flag shall 
not be employed in supplying Foreign Countries with Slaves,” and that, there 
fore, her Voyage is illegal. | 
_..Tothe first Point, 1 have the honour toreply, that the Passports bear date the 
14th November 1825, and, although the Document from the Board of Frade 
bears date the 25th of the said Month, the same Secretary of State declares, 
that the motive was because that Document had been renewed. I am 
ignorant however of the day of the departure of the ‘ Orfeo.” | 
. In regard to the second Point, in which it is asserted that the Government 
‘of -Portugal had no right to supply Brazil with Slaves after the 13th May 
1825, because you say there was on that date a Royal Diploma for the eman- 
cipation of Brazil: knowing that the Treaty of Independence was only made 
on the 29th of August, and ratified on the 15th of November of the said Year, 
itis not without admiration that: I see you, by this assertion, attempt to 
establish a principle contrary to the. opinion and judgnient of the Writers on 
the Law of Nations, which, in policy and diplomacy, serve asa rule; and 
allow me to have a very different opinion from your’s; because, according’ to 
Vattel, Martens, Herold, of Real,and Meiern, I understand that Treaties aré only 
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<dnsidered in force after their Ratification; having, at thesame fime, to put 
you in mind, besides what is expounded as a general rule, that in Portugal 
they are only, according to Law, considered so, and are only binding when 
competently published. There are very recent motives to persuade me, that 
in Great Britain the same would happen. The Recognition of the Indepen- 
dence of Brazil was only known in Portugal from the Letter of Law ot the 
15th of November 1825, in which ‘The Lord Don Join the Sixth, ratifying 
the Treaty of the 29th of August, made publick the Treaty and the said Re- 
cognition in consequence of the ‘‘ Carta Patente” of the 13th of May. The 
said ‘ Carta Patente,” of the 13th of Mav, had not, therefore, up to that time, 
been published in Portugal; nor could the Government of Portugal have pub- 
hshed it, without knowing the use made of it by Sir Charles Stuart, accordiny’ 
‘to his Instructions; as its publication and execution depended upon the ad- 
justments he might make with the Court of Rio de Janciro, adjustments that 
are manifested in the said Treaty, which depended upon the Ratification, as 
all do, generally speaking, according to the Law of Nations, and as is seen 
in the Article 11, of the same. T have therefore the honour to reply, that, as 
regards the Government of Portugal, and the Portuguese, the whole affair of 
scparation and Recognition of the Independence of Brazil was entirely depen- 
dent on the Ratification and publication of the same Treaty, and, therefore, the 
Petition was legal, the concession of a Passport was legal, and the Cargo was 
made in good faith, and legally. ‘ | 

Having replied to the 2d Point of your Letter, which embraces the 3d, 
it only remains to me to profit, &c. 


(Signed) CARLOS MATHIAS PEREIRA. 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. 


No. 53. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
(Received Dec. 15.) | 


(Extract.) | Ito de Janeiro, September 28, 1826.. 


I HAVE to report the arrival in this Port, on the 11th instant, of a large 
Vessel, called the “ Orfeo,” under Portuguese Colours from Lisbon, with a 
Cargo of 708 Slaves on board, shipped at Ambriz; 11 having died during the 
voyage. | | 

I wrote to M. de Inhambupe the next day, stating . these facts, and the 
reasons which led me to conclude that the ‘* Orfco” must be an illicit Trader, 
and requesting that the necessary enquiries might be gone into, and mea- 
sures taken to enforce the Law, if it should appear that she really was so. 

I was aware that it did not belong to the Government of Brazil to punish 
Portuguese illicit Slave-traders, wherefore I particularly applied for the en- 
forcement of the Law; meaning thereby the’'2d Article of the Alvara of 
the 26th January 1818, as I had read it in the Translation contained in Class 
A. of the Papers presented to Parliament in 1821, at page 17, which Alvara, 
as it struck me, ought to be considered as the stipulated complement of the 
Additional Convention of London of 1817; and, therefore, an Act of Legis- 
lation, of which Great Britain has the right to claim the execution, 

On the 14th the Minister acknowledged the receipt of my Letter, ard on the 
26th replied to it, informing me, that the ‘ Orfeo” had sailed from Portugal, 
to be employed in the Slave-trade, duly provided with a Passport from that 
Government, dated the 14th November 1825, when the said Government had 
not yet acknowledged ‘the Independence of this Empire; and that, under 
any circuinstances, there is no Stipulation between Great Britain and Brazil,’ 
whereby the latter is bound not to reccive Slaves imported in Portuguese 
Ships. | (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN, 
The Right Hon. George Canning, ee 

&e. &e. &e 
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First Enclosure in No. 53. 
Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe. 


M. re VicomTE, Rio de Janeiro, September 12, 1826. 


A Portuguese Ship arrived in this [Jarbour yesterday, bringing a Cargo 
of Slaves; and the Diarios of this day state, that she is called the “ Orfeo" 
from Ambriz, with 708 Negroes on board, 11 having died during the Pas- 
gage, and that she is consigned to the Merchant Joao Alves da Silva Porto. 

I lose not a moment in bringing these circumstances before your Excel- 
Tency, in the hope that the necessary enquiries will be immediately made, and 
measures takcir to enforce the Law ayainst the Parties concerned, if, as it is 
appreliended must be the case, the “ Orfeo” has infringed the existing Treaty 
and Convention for the repression of the Slave-trade. , ; 

By the establishment and recognition of the Independence of Brazil, 
Portugal and Brazil: are become, to all intents and purposes, guoad eacli 
other, Foreign States. and Portugal is bound by existing Eugagements with 
| Great Britain (see Additional Convention of London of 1817, Art. J See. 4.) 
not to allow Portuguese Vessels to carry Slaves to any Port, not in the Domi- 
nions of Tlis Most Faithtul Majesty, which makes it most improbable that 
the “ Orfeo” can be provided with a Passport from the Goverument of Por-. 
tugal to load Slaves for Rio de Janeiro. 3 7 

That she can be provided with a Passport from His {Imperial Brazilian 
Majesty’s Government, to carry on the Trade between the African Possessions 
ot Portugal and Rio, is presumed to be still less likely ; and we all know 
that no Governor of any of the Portuguese African Colonies has the power to 
grant any such Passport. z : 

_ Wherefore it appears reasonable to conclude, that the “ Orfeo” has illegally 
engaged in this Traffick. : 

And I take the liberty to request the favour of your Excellency to order 
the result of the before-mentioned enquiries to be communicated to me, and 
‘that I may be permitted to see the original Documents under which this 
Vessel sails, and to be furnished with Copies of them, for the information of 
my Government. | 

I have much pleasure in renewing to your Excellency, &c. 


| (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN, 
iis Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe. | | 


Second Enclosure in No. 53. (Translation.) 


The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


Rio de Janeiro, September 14, 1826. 


'THTE Viscount de Inhambupe presents his compliments to Mr. Henry 
Chamberlain, Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, and, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of the Letter that he addressed to him on the 12th of the 
present Monin, respecting the Portuguese Ship “ Orfeo,” arrived iy this Port 
with a Cargo of Slaves. has to acquaint him, that, under this day’s date, he 
has transmitted Copy thereof to the Minister of Marine, in order to direct 
the necessary examinations, requested by Mr. Chargé d’Affuires, to be pro-. 
ceeded in. 7 an 

The Viscount de Inhambupe, taking upon himself the charge of, in com- 
petent time, replying at length to Mr. Chargé d’Affaires, profits, &e. 

HH. Chamberlain, E£s7.. 


83 


BraZIit.. 


Third Enclosure in No. 53. (Translation.) 


The Viscount de Inhambupe te Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, September 25, 1826. 


IN addition to the Note that I addressed, on the 14th instant, to Mr. Henry 
Chamberlain, Chargé d’ Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, I have to com- 
municate, in reply to his Note, relative to the Portuguese Ship “ Ovfeo,” 
that the Minister and Secretary of State of Marine has informed me, that, 
from the Examinations ordered to be made, it appears, evidently, that the 
said Ship sailed from Portugal ‘to be employed in the Slave-trade, furnished 
with the competent Passport issued by that Government, under date of the 
14th of November of fast Year, when the Independence of this Empire was 
not yet acknowledged by the said Government. But, granting the case that 
such Recognition had already existed, it was not the Brazihan, but rather the 
Portuguese Government, to whom it belonged to reply for any infraction of 
the Treaty and Convention for the suppression of the said Traffick, and the 
more so, that there is not at present any Stipulation between Eneland and 
Brazil by which this binds itself not to receive Slaves imported in Portuguese 
Vessels. On this occasion I renew, &c. 

(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE. 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. 


No. 54. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Cunning .— 
(Received Dec. 15.) 


(Extract.) ftio de Janeiro, September 29, 1826. 


WITH reterence to my Despatch of this Series, dated the 9th instant, 
respecting the importation into Maranham of a yey of Slaves by the ‘‘ Move 
de Marco,” a Vessel under Portuguese Colours, said to be from Cabinda, but 
suspected to be from Cacheu; I have now the honour to forward, for the in- 
formation of His Majesty’s Government, the Answers returned by the Mi- 
nister for Foreign Affairs, to my Representation of the gth instant on that 
subject, a Copy of which was transmitted in that Despatch. 

It is painful to observe the tone now taken up by this Government re- 
specting the Slave-trade. 

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
The Right Hen. George Canning, . 


§ec. Se. §c. 


| First Innclosure in No. 54. (Translation.) 
The Viscount de Inhambune to Mr. Consut-Gencral Chamberlain. 


| | Lio de Janeiro, September 12, 1826. 

THE Viscount de Inhambupe presents his compliments to Mr. Henry 
Chamberlain, Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, and acknowledging 
the receipt of the Letter that he addressed to him on the Qth of the present 
Month, and which treats of the Portuguese Schooner ‘* Nove de Marco,” 
hastens to acquaint him, that he has just transmitted his said Letter tothe = ° 
Marine Department, in order to direct, through that Office, the IXxaminations 
which Mr. Chargé d’Affaires requests may be made, and the result of which 
will be communicated to him. ' 

The Viscount de Inhambupe renews, &c. 


Henry Chamberlain, Esq. 
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Second Enclosure in No. 54. (Translation.) 


The Fiscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consut- General Chamberlain. 


Sir, — _ Rio de Janeiro, September 26, 1826. 


HAVING written to the Chargé d’Affaires of His Most Faithful Majesty, 
respecting the Portuguese Ketch “* Move de Margo,” which you said, in your 
Letter of the 9th of the present Month, had sailed from the Cape de Verds 
with a Passport for Cabinda, but that it was suspected she had brouglit Slaves 
from Cacheu to Maranham, the said Chargé d’Affaires has just inforined me, 
that all he knows on this subject, is, that the said Ketch sailed froin Santiago 
for the said Port of Cabinda; and, as this affair is an identical one with the 
other of the Ship “ Orfeo,” respecting which you have also represented, there 
remains nothing to me but to refer you to the Answer I gave under yester- 
day’s date in that respect. 

On this occasion I renew, &c. &e. 
(Signed) © VISCONDE DEI INITAMBUPE., 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. 


No. 55. 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning .— 
(Hecetved Dec. 15.) 


(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, October 7, 1826. 
SINCE writing my Despatch of this Series, dated the 28th ultimo, it oc- 


curred to me that you might be desirous to possess precise information re- 
specting the interpretation given by this Government to thé second Section 
-of the Alvara of the 26th January 1818 ; upon which point M. de Inhambupe 
had not, when I wrote, pronounced an opinion, ' 

I therefore again addressed him on the 3d instant; in the first place coit- 
ciding with his position, that Portugal is responsible to Great Britain for 
any infringement, by Vessels under the Portuguese Flag, of the Treaty and 
Convention for the suppression of the Slave-trade, and then putting forward 
my own view of the meaning of the 2d Section of the Alvard of the 26th 
‘January 1818, as the ouly one it can reasonably bear under the change that 
has taken place in Brazil. | : 

His Excellency’s Answer reached me Yesterday, and is couched in the 
following words ; “‘ Sec. 2 of the Alvara of the 26th January 1818, cited by 
you, does not prohibit Cargoes of Slaves from coming in Vessels the property 
of Portuguese.” | 

The question, therefore, is decided, so far as this Government is concerned, 
and Vessels under the Portuguese Flag will be allowed to introduce as many 
argocs of Slaves as they please into Brazil. 


(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


Se. &e. &e. ° 


First Enclosure in No. 55. 
Mr, Consul. General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe. 


M. ve VicomtE, Rio de Janeiro, October 3, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s 
additional Note of the 25th ultimo, in reply to my Letter of the 12th, re-- 
specting the importation of a Cargo of Slaves from Ambriz by the Portuguese 
ship * Orfeo.” 


\ 
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I quite agree with your Excellency, that it is the Government of Portugal 
which is responsible to Great Britain for having granted a Passport to this 
Vessel, authorising her to carry such a Cargo froma Portuguese African 
Colony to the Empire of Brazil, contrary to the Stipulation of Treaty ; and 
a reference to my above-mentioned Letter will shew, that my application to 
your Excellency in respect to her, inferred no infraction of existing Treaty 
between Great Britain and Brazil, but pointed at the enforcement of the 
Law of Brazil against the “ Orfeo,” in the event of her turning out to be an 
illicit Trader. | 
__ Phe arrival yesterday of another Portuguese Slave-vessel, the “ Conde dos 
Arcos,” with a Cargo of Negroes from Ambriz, and the certain intelligence 
which I have reccived from Bahia and Maranham, of the arrival of Portu- 
guese Slave-vessels at those Ports, with cargoes from the Portuguese Colonies 
in Africa, leave no doubt that the Portuguese Flag 1s now employed to a con- 
siderable extent in supplying a Foreign State with Negroes, in defiance of 
solemn Engagements with Great Britain ; and your Excellency’s Note of the 
25th ultimo, signifies, that there is no Stipulation existing between Great 
Britain and Brazil, binding the latter not to receive Slaves imported in Por- 
tuguese Vessels. 

In this state of the case, I feel it to be necessary to ascertain the interpre- 
tation given by the Brazilian Government to the 2d Article of the Alvara of 
the 26th of January 1818; which Alvarda, as your Excellency is aware, was 
published for the purpose of giving tull and complete effect to the Additional 
Convention of London of 1817, and in fulfilment of a Stipulation to that end. 

By the separation of Brazil trom Portugal, and its having become an Inde- 
= ent Empire, it would seem to be a natural consequence that the Flag of 

razil alone should, under that Article, be allowed to cover fhe importation 
of Slaves into Brazil, since it can hardly be contended that none but Ships 
under the Portuguese Flag can import them. | 

This is, however, a point of too much interest, and of too great magnitude, 
to remain undecided, and I trust that your Excellency will have the goodness. 
to favour me with the opinion before requested, at as early a moment as may 
be practicable, for the purpose of being transmitted for the information of His 
Britannick Majesty's Government. | 

I beg to renew to your Excellency, &c. 


(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Fiis Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe. 7 


Second Enclosure in No. 55. 
Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe. 


: | | Rio de Janeiro, October 3, 1826, 
MR. CHAMBERLAIN presents his compliments to the Viscount de 


Inhambupe, Councillor, Minister, &c. &c. and begs to acquaint his Excel-__, 
lency that the Portuguese Vessel ‘ Conde dos Arcos,” respecting which he 
addressed his Excellency officially on the 24th of June last, arrived in ‘this 
Harbour on the Night of the Ist instant, bringing a Cargo of 419 Slaves from 
Ambriz. | 

Mr. Chamberlain does not doubt that the promised enquiries respecting 
the legality of this Vessel’s voyage will be gone into, and hopes that his Ex- 
cellency will favour him with the result | 

He begs to renew to his Excellency, &c. 


His Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe. 
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Third Enclosure in No, 55. | (Translation.) 


The Fiscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain: 


Sir, Tio de Janeiro, Oetober 6, 18286. 


I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the Letter and Note, which you 
addressed: to me, under date of the 3d of the present Month, relative to ‘the 
Portuguese Ship ‘“* Conde dos Arcos,” which arrived in this Port with a Cargo 
of Slaves, coming from the Port of Ambriz. 

‘Having already in my Note of the 25th of last Month, communicated to 
you, when I‘ replied:to your Representation on a similar shipme nt in the Por- 
tuguese Ship “ Orfeo,” that it was not the Brazilian, but rather the Portuguese 
Government, to whom it belonged to answer for any infraction of the ‘I’reaty 
and:Convention for the suppression of the Traffick in Slaves; I have nothing 
more to add'in this respect, but that the 2d'Sec. of the Alvard of the 26ui 
January 1818, cited by you, docs not prohibit Cargoes of Slaves from coming 
in Ships, Portuguese Property. 

On this occasion I’ renew to you, &c. | 

(Sizned) . VISCONDE DE INHAMBUGPE. 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. . | 


No. 56. - 


Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning. - — 
(Received Dec. 15.) | 


Sir, ' Reo de Janeiro, October 14, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to report the arrival in this Port, on the 10th instant, 
of thie Portuguese Schooner “ Boa Viagem,” witha Car go of 279 Slaves, 
from Angola, 20 having died during the voyage. 

Ihave not thought it expedient, or usetul, considering how little has been 
gained by my Representations respecting the “ Orfeo” and “Conde dos 
Arcos,” Slave-vessels, to take any notice of the arrival of the “ Boa Viagem.” 

_ The Vessel-and Cargo have been admitted to entry. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed):  H. CHAMBEREAIN. 
&e. . 3 


&c. Se. 


. No. 57. 
Mr. _ Canning to Mr. Consul- General Chamberlain. 


Sir, Foreign- Office, December 30, 1826. 
~ YOUR several Despatches of this Series, of the Slave-trade, to the 14throf. 
October, inclusive, have been duly received. _ 
I haye witnessed, with much satisfaction, the unwearied vigilance and ac- 
tivity with which. you have executed your Instructions upon that subject. | 


I'am, &c. 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) . GEORGE CANNING. 
| No.. 58, 
Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Feb. -6; 1896.) 
(Extract.) Bahia, November 16, 1825. 


I SHALL continue to transmit to vou all the particulars that I can collect, 
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connected: with the Cases of the Brig ‘“* Henriquetta,” and of the Smack 
“ Caridade ;” they have accidently become the subject of my Representation 
to the President of this Province ; their Owners are knewn to be the principal 
Slave-merchants in this City, and I believe the facts which would be elicited 
by a strict scrutiny Into these Cases, and their ramifications, would disclose 
avery correct view of the present state of the Trade in this Country, a view 
which may suggest such measures as are best calculated to remedy those evils 
which-admit of cure, and to palliate such as are incurable. 

The American: Schooner ‘“ Lafayette” arrived here on the 21st October, 
from Onim, or Lagos, (in Lat. 6. 23. N.) in ballast, for which Place she , 
had-been chartered by the Owner of the Brig “ Henriquetta.” She reported 
that the “ Henriquetta” was at Onim, expecting to receive her Cargo of 
Slaves. Itis probable that the ‘ Lafayette” was chartered by the Owner of 
the ‘“ Henriquetta,” and the English Brig “‘ George and James,” by the 
Owner of the “ Caridade,” for the same objects, namely, to be subservient to 
their illicit operations in the Slave-trade. | | 

The Master of the “ Lafayette” stated, that he left at Onim 3 Spanish 
and 6 Brazilian Vessels. waiting for Slaves. 
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‘On the‘3d instant, the “‘ Henriquetta” arrived here, and reported from Mo- 
dembo in:18 days,.with 504 slaves. It is reported that she had her Cargo, or 
part of her Cargo, of Slaves on board, when His Majesty’s Ship “ Maidstone” 
appeared off Onim, and she‘had just time to land them, and thereby to escape 
_capture. On the departure of the “ Maidstone,” the Slaves were again em- 
barked, and she proceeded to Seca. Soon afterwards, the “‘ Maidstone” ap- 
peared in sight, and gave chase, a calm or light winds enabled the “ Henri- 
quetta” to avail herself of her sweeps, and to escape: she is armed, and had 
prepared hier guns for resistance. It’ is reported, that several deaths have 
taken place among the Slaves, but with regard to circumstances and number, 
there has been equivocation and concealment. | 

I cannot vouch for the accuracy of these facts, yet I am persuaded there 
will rot be found any error that will essentially affect the truth of this Repre- | 
sentation. | 

T have not: been able to ascertain all the dates ; perhaps the Commander of ° 
His: Majesty’s Ship “‘ Maidstone” may be able to furnish such Evidence on 
this point as, combined with the facts here stated, witl prove that the Slaves. 
could wot have been shipped at Molembo, or at any Port South of the Line. 

I-am informed that the “‘ Henriquetta” was insured at Rio de Janeiro, on 
her late voyage, at a premium which included the risk of capture by. British 
Cruizers ; the: Owner has: lately bought‘the Schooner ‘ Lafayette ;” and the 
Owner of the Smack ‘‘ Caridade” expeots a Vessel from Philadelphia, that is to’ 
be a. nonpareil, for the Slave-trade’ (illicit understood), and that will be 
well armed. It+is supposed that a fortunate voyage on this. Trade, (such -as 
those recently made by the ‘* [enriquetta” and ‘‘ Caridade”), leaves a profit to 
the Speculator of upwards of £30 per head. | | : | 

The illicit Slave-trade is'very differently viewed iw this Country from 
what it is in England; of which I cannot state a greater or more 
authentick proof, than in the Case’ of the Portuguesé’Vesset the Volcano’ 
do Sul:” this Vessel was captured-with a Cargo of Slaves on board, in 
the Year 1819, by His Majesty’s Ship ‘‘Pheasant,” and was ordered to 
Sicrra Leone; the Crew, however, rose on’ the English Officer and Seainen, 
murdered them, and made for this Port: here the Slaves were all smug- 
gled’ on Shore, and the Vessel then scuttled to escape detection; tbe 
case was pretty gencrally known, but no ohe gave any inforniation with a 
view to bring the Delinquents to justice. At length it'was communicated to 
me, under a promise of secrecy as to the name’of my Inforniant; [ immedi- 
ately’ made an Official Representation to the then’ Governor, who ordered an 
investigation, the facts were proved, the leks the Owner was seques- 
_ trated, and’Sentence of Death pron>unced against the Portugdese' Crew; but; 

I believe, no Execution has followed. ; ze . 

The most moderate estimate made of the illicit Importation of Slaves in this 
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Province, makes it average more than 3 of the whole Importation ; indeed, 
the general belict is, that - of the total Importation is from the prohibited 


District : this sufficiently shews how ineffectual the British Naval Force has 
hitherto been, as regards the illicit Trade with this Province. | 

It is the general opinion amongst the best informed here on the subject, 
that when a Vessel, bound to this Port with Slaves, 1s captured and con- 
demned, another is generally equipped for the same voyage, in order to 
supply the still existing demand, in which case the very success of’ our“ 
Cruizers increases the illicit Exportation of Slaves from the North of Africa. 
It, however, sometimes happens, (and the more successful our Cruizers are, 
the more frequently it is hkely to happen) that the dread of our Cruizers in- ° 
duces the Slave-merchant to send his Vessel to Mocambique, or its vicinity, 
where the Trade is legal and the Slaves cheap; but on this voyage, it is estimated, | 
that the mortality is five times greater than on the voyage to the North, and 
the misery to the unhappy survivors zzcalculably greater. | 

The crimes committed, to escape after capture, are exemplified in the Case 
of the “* Volcano do Sul.” Those which are committed, to escape being cap- 
tured with Slaves on board, are known to be more frequent, ane if possible, 
of a deeper die. 

The Case of the ‘ Volcano do Sul,” also shows the facility of smuggling on 
this Coast, and, that the Official Returns of the Importation of Slaves should 
be regarded as under- rated. _ 

: (Signed) WM. PENNELL. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, Oe 

- &e. &c. &e. 


| No. 59. | 
. Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning. — (Received May 23. ) 


Sir, | Bahia, February 22, 1826. — 

I HAVE procured a List of the principal Ports North of the Line, from ‘ 

whence Slaves are shipped for this Place: they are as follows ; Cabo Lau, Rio - 

Sueiro, Cabo Polonia, Mina, Cabo Corso, Alara, Aquita, Popo, Ajuda, Bada- 
gra, Porto Novo, and Onim or Lagos. 

I believe it to be correct, although it has the following Preamble, “ The | 
Ports on the Coast of Mina (Guinea), where the Trade is carried on in Gold, | 
Ivory, Cloth, and Oil.” a | tS 

In consequence of this Preamble, and because this Commerce is frequently: 
adduced to cluak the illicit Slave-trade, I caused enquiry to be made as to its 
extent, and I am credibly informed, that the value of all the Articles imported. 
through the Custom-House into this Province, from all Africa, did not 


exceed £6,000 tor the Year 1825. I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL.’ 
&e. sc. Se. | - | 
No. 60. 


Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 29.) 


SIR, Bahia, February 3, 1826. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose Copy of my Letter, of the 28th January, to 

the French Consul, on learning that the rench Ship ‘“* Diane,” Captain . 

Edon, had brought to this Port from Pernambuco 8 Slaves for sale, and also of 
his Reply, dated the 31st instant, explaining the circumstances of the case 
and the steps which he has taken. © | ‘I have the honour tobe, &c. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL. - 


&c. &e. §c. 
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First Enclosure in No. 60. ° 
Mr. Consul Pennell to the French Consul at Bakia. 
Sir, Bahia,. January 28, 1826. 


_.1 HAVE the honour to call your attention to the circumstance of the 
French Ship “ Diana,” Captain Edon, trom Pernambuco, having brought to 
this Port 8 Slaves, which, I am intormed, are intended for sale. a 

- Tam persuaded it is sufficient to bring the fact to your knowledge to induce 
you to take such steps herein as are dictated by the Laws of France, and the 
well known sentiments of His Most Christian Majesty, on the subject of the 
Siave-trade. I have the honour to be, &c. 


Mons. Guinebaud. | (Signed) WM. PENNELL. 


Second Enclosure in No. 60. 


The French Consul at Bahia to Mr. Consul Pennell. 


Monsieur, | Bahia, 31 Janvier 1826. 


JE réponds 4 la Lettre que vous m’avez fait Phonneur de m’écrire le 28 de 
ce Mots, pour m’annoncer que Je Navire Francais “ La Diane,” Capitaine 
Victor Edon; a transporté de Pernambouc en ce Port 8 Négres, Esclaves destinés 
a y étre vendus. | 

Ayant, vous ct moi, examiné le Réle d’Equipage de “ La Diane,” nous 
avons en effet reconnu qu’il conste, ainsi que l’accuse Monsieur Boilleau, Chan- 
celier gérant le Vice Consulat de France & Pernambouc, que le nommé 
Antonio Jozé Ribeiro, s'est embarqué a Pernambouc pour Bahia, accom- 
pagné de § Esclaves, dont un domestique, et les 7 autres allant sous Carta de 
Guta, ou Passavant de la Douane, pour étre vendus a Bahia. 

A ka réception de votre Lettre je m‘empressai de faire appeler devant moi le 
Capitaine Edon, pour lui communiquer la plainte et recevoir de lui les éclair- 
cissements nécessaires. {] résulte de ses déclarations ce qui suit: 

Le Capitaine Edon a donné passage de Pernambouc a Bahia, au nommé 
Antonio Jozé Ribeiro, accompagné comme il est dit ci-dessus. | 

Cet Individu, dit le Capitaine Edon, était porteur d’un Passeport déhvré par 
YAutorité de Pernambouc, tant pour lui que pour ses 8 Esclaves.. I! n’a pas 
examiné ce Passeport écrit en Portugais qu'il ne comprend pas, et ne s'est 
point informé si les Négres étaient neufs ou non. if | 

Ii a d’autant moins pensé devoir Ie faire qu'il sait ou croit savoir que les 
Lois Brésiliennes d4fendent a tout Navire Etranger le cabotage des produits 
da sol ou du Commerce Brésilien, et spécialement des Négres qui n’ayant pas 
acquitté les droits d’entrée, peuvent encore étre réputés Marchandise de traite. 

Que |’Autorité de Pernambouc ayant délivré le Passeport, le Capitaine n’a 
pas poussé plus loin son investigation et.s’est cru en régle. 

Que !’on ne peut Jui attribuer aucun motif de cupidité ou désir de contre- 
venir aux Lois de France rélatives au Commerce des Noirs, puis qu’il résulte 
de son livre de bord que le montant du passage du Maitre et des 8 Esclaves, 
nest que de Rs50,000. (F312. 50c.) savoir Rs30,000. pour le Maitre, et 
Rs20,000. ( F125.) pour les 8 Esclaves. ; = 

Les assertions du Capitaine me paraissant exprimées avec une certaine ingé- 
 nuité qui écartc, au moins 4 mes yeux, toute idée de fraude ou de faute volon- 
tailre, je ne crois pas pouvoir avec justice lui appliquer les. sévéres dis- 
_ positions résultant je ee Instructions depuis longtems, et récemment 

encore, émanées du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne, sur tout 

- €e qui a rapport a la Traite des Noirs. 
- La Diane” répartant incessamment pour Pernambauce et le Havre, je crois 
| 23° : : So 
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devoir prendre le parti de m’en référer 4 Monsieur Boilleau, en le pré- 
venant de ce qui s’est passé, bien sur que cet Agent prendra toutes Ics me- 
sures convenables pour parvenir & la connaissance de la vérité, et-a donner les 
éclaircissements nécessaires sur plusieurs choses que je ne suis point apportée 
d’expliquer. . 

Je me propose aussi d’en rendre directement compte 2 mon Gouvernement. 

Jene puis d’ailleurs Monsieur,-que vous remercier de l’avis que vous avez 
bien voulu me donner dans cette occasion, ect vous -assurer de |’intérét avec 
lequel j’accucillerai toutes les indications que vous voudrez bien me faire par-. 
venir sur cette matiére, que les Instructions pressantes et réitérées du Minis- 
tére Frangais rendent l'objet constant de ma. sollicitude. 

J’al pHOBNEDS, &e. 


AM. Pennell, | (Signé) GUINEBAUD. 


eo 


(Translation.) | 


SiR, Bahia, January 31, 1826. 


I REPLY to the Letter which you did me the honour to write to me on the 
28th of this Month, informing me, “that the French Ship the “Diana,” Captain 
Victor Edon, brought from Pernambuco, 8 Negro Slaves, intended for sale at 
this Place. « : 

When you and I examined the Roll of the Craw of the “ Diana,” we saw, 
in fact, that it was evident, as is acknowledged by Monsieur Boilleau, Acting , 
| Chancellor i in the Vice Consulate of France at Pernambuco, that the said-An- 
tonio Joze Ribeiro embarked at Pernambuco for Bahia, accompanied by 8 
Slaves, one of whom, a‘domestick, and the 7 others went, under a Carta de 
Guia, or Passport of the Custom House, to be sold at Bahia. . 

On.the receipt of your Letter, I lost no time in causing Captain Edon to - 
appear. before me, to communicate the complaint to him, and to receive from 
him the necessary explanations. The following is the result of his declarations: 

Captain Edou gave a passage from Pernambuco to Bahia to the said An- 
_tonio Jose Ribeiro, accompanied‘as above stated. 

‘That Individual, according to the Captain, was the bearer of a Passport, 
delivered by the Authorities of Pernambuco, for himself as well as his 8 Slaves. 
He did not examine that Passport, as it was written in Portuguese, which he 
does’not understand, nor did he enquire whether. the Negroes were néw 
onesor not. |. 

‘He thought himself the less. bound to do so, as he knows, or believes. that 
he knows, the Brazilian Laws prohibit every Foreign Ship from makin 
a Coasting-trade with the produce of the Brazilian. Soil or Commerce ; aud 
especially, Negroes, who, not baving paid the Import Duties, may still be 
considered‘as Merchandize of the Slave-trade. ; 
_ The Authorities of:Pernambuco having delivered the Passport, the Captain | 
investigated the affair no further, and conceived himself to be acting correctl y. 

No motive of cupidity, or desire of intringing the Laws of France relative 
to the Slave-trade, can be attributed to.him, inasmuch as it is proved by his 
Ship’s Book that the amount of the passage of the Master and the 8 slaves is 
only Rs50,000: (F312. 50 cts.) viz.: Rs30,000. for the Master, and Rs20 ,000, 
(F125.) for the 8 Slaves. ‘ 

The assertions of the Captain appear to. me expressed wich a certain inge- " 
nuousness which dissipates; at least to.my eyes, all idea of fraud or voluntary 
fault. I do not in justice think that | can apply to him the severe measures 
which result from the different Instructions long since communicated by, and - 
recently received from, the Government of [lis Most Christian Majesty ; ‘above 
all in what has reference to the Slave-trade. 

The * Diana” being about to return immediately to Pernambuco and 
Havre, I think I may refer the business to. Munsieur Boilleau, informing him 
of what has occurred, well convinced that that Agent will take the necessary 
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steps to obtain a knowledge of the trutl, and to give the necessary explana- 
tions upon many points which I am not competent to explain. | 

I intend also immediately to inform my Government of the affair. 

I cannot but thank yon, Sir, for the advice which you have thought proper 
to give me on this occasion, and assure you of the interest with which I shall 
welcome all the information which you may be pleased to transmit to me on 
this matter, which the pressing and reiterated Instructions from the French 
Ministry render a constant object of my solicitude. : 

TI have the honour to be, &c. 


W. Pennell, Esq. (Signed) GUINEBAUD:' 
>. No. 61. | 
Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received May 29.) - 


SIR, — ! Bahia, February 17, 18262 

IN a conversation with the French Consul of this Province, on the subject 

of a French Schooner, called the “ Brenfatsant,” chartered to carry a cargo of 

Tobacco to Ajuda, I stated to him the view which was taken of such a vo age 

by the Laws of England, and that an English Vesscl now- here (the Brie 
‘‘ Freeland,” Captain Thompson,) had just refused an advantageous Charter for 
that Port, in consequence of your Despatch on the subject. He expressed a 

' wish to obtain all the information on the subject which I could afford, ex-' 
pressing his desire to concur all in his power for the suppression of the Slave- 
trade, and that he would write to his Government on this particular Case, if 
it did nct already come within his Instructions. : | i 
In consequence, I sent him a Copy of your Despatch of the 24th of July 
Jast. I have the honour to enclose a Copy of my Letter to him, and of his 


Reply on the subject. I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL.  . 
| &e. Se. &e. | é —_ 


First Enclosure in No. 61. | ; 
Mr. Gonsul Pennell to the French Consul at Bahia. 


Sir, Bahia, February 9, 1826: 


WITH reference to our conversation, respecting the French Schooner 
<< Bienfaisani,” bound to Ajuda, on the Coast of Africa, North of the Line, 
with a cargo of Tobacco, I have the honcur to enclose a Copy of Mr. Secretary 
Canning’s Despatch of the 24th of July iast, by which ha will perceive that — 
a similar voyage (under the same circumstances) 1n an English Vessel, is for- 
bidden by the English Law; and although several English Merchants and 
Masters of Ships had before contended for its legality, on the same reasoning 
which you have adduced, yct they have since uniformly (and one within these 
tew days) refused advantageous freights of this description, in deference to 
the Law, as expounded in Mr. Canning’s Despatch. _ 

It is with great pleasure that I comply with your desire to be furnished with . 
a Copy of this Document, for the object you intimate, being persuaded that a 
union of sentiment, and a cordial co-operation in measures, by the French 
and English Nations, as regards the Slave-trade, will have a very powerful — 
and salutary effect towards its final abolition. 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 


M:Guinebaud. (Signed) ” WM, PENNELL, 


'p.S.—I also enclese Copies of my Despatches of the Ist and 15th April last, 
to which Mr. Secretary Canning refers. an =e 
| | (Signed) . W..P..: 


C2 Brazttc. 


Second Enclosure in No. 61. 
The French Consul at Bahia to Mr. Consul Pennell. 


' Monsi£ur | Bahia, 15 Feévrier, 1826. 
9 . 


J’AI lu avec toute attention qu’ils méritent les Documens contenus et dé- 
taillés dans la Lettre que vous m’avez fait l"honneur de m’écrire le 9 de ce Mois, 

r suite de la conversation que nous avons cue au sujet de la Goelette Francaise 
fe « Bienfaisant,” Capne. Luzet, arrivé réecemment d’Ajuda, Céte d'Afrique, 
au Nord de la Ligne, et se préparant a y retourner avee un chargement de ta- 
bac. Quelque soit ma confiance dans le mérite des décisions de M. l’Avocat- 
Général du Roi, dont il est fait mention dans Ja Dépéche du trés honorable 
Secrétaire d’Etut, je ne puis m’empécher. de remarquer que M. V’Avocat- 
Général lui-méme laisse le point de droit indécés, en se référant a la néces- 
sité d’une nouvelle Mesure Lévislative. . : 

Ne vous semble-t-il pas aussi, Monsieur, qu'il existe une différence assez 
remarquable entre vote position et la mienne al’égard de nos Capitaines respec- 
tifs, résultant de la différence des circonstances du “ Bienfaisant” et de celles 
des Navires Anglais qui, d'aprés vos avis et sur la représentation de Pun des 
Documens précités, ont renoncé a se fréter pour la Cote d’Afrique ¢ 

Les Navires Anglais dont il est fait mention, arrivant probablement d’An- 
gieterre ou de l'une des Possessions Britanniques, se trouvaient tout a fait 
étrangers, au moins dans cette occasion, au commerce lézal ordinaire de la 
Cote d'Afrique. Pour eux un tel voyage cut été accidentel; l'un Peux a méme 
déclaré qu'au transport en Afrique de son chargement se joignait dans la 
Charte-partie proposée la circonstance aggravante du transport de Noers Libres 
d'un lieu a un autre de la Cote. | 

Le ‘“ Bienfaisant,” au contraire, est parti de France en Décembre 1824, 
chargé et duement pourvu d’Expéditions légales et Passeport pour la Céte 
@ Afrique. On sait qu'il se tait tous les Ans, tant en Angleterre qu’en France, 
un certain nombre d’Expéditions de ce genre, dont le but avoué et véritable 
est de débiter des Marchandises sur la Céte et de traiter des produits d’Afri- 
que, tels que la gomme, Fivoire, lor, l'écaille, des bois précieux, de ’huile de 
Palmier, du café des Iles du Prince et de San Thomé, &c. 

Le ‘ Bienfaisant” a parcouru la Céte et utilisé son navire suivant qu'il a été 
convenable a ses intéréts et conforme aux Lois de France. I] a vendu sa car- 
gaison, et son produit se trouve représenté par une partie de café que le Capi- 
taine a 4 son bord avec des Piastres et autres valeurs. 

Cette circonstance écarte tout soupcon de commerce et dintroduction 
d'Esclaves. D’ailleurs ce Batiment a été visité 4 plusieurs reprises par des Bati- 
mens de Sa Majesté Britannique, ainsi qu'il conste des Visas apposés sur son 
congé et sur son Acte de Francisation. Le Capitaine déclare méme avoir été 
- visité le jour de son depart pour Bahia. 3 . 

Le Capne. Luzet a pris des arrangemens avec un Marchand d’Ajuda pour 
venir chercher a Bahia et iui rapporter un chargement de tabac dont le fret 
sera payé a Ajud4 méme. 

Arrivé dans ce Port, il m’a fait sa Déclaration et justifié de ’emploi de son 
tems sur la Céte. J’ai fait visiter son Navire, je me suis convaincu quwil n’est 
point préparé pour le Conimerce des Noirs, et qu'il avoit 4 bord en café et 
autres valcurs la représentation de son chargement de France et des profits 
que lui ont valu ses diverses escales sur la Céte. Je n’ai point le droit de 
pousser mes investigations plus foin. I] n’existe dans mes Instructions ni daus 
Ices Lois de France a ma connaissance, aucune clause qui me donne le pouvoir 
d’arréter et rompre le cours de voyage d’un ‘Navire parti de France avee des 
Expéditions en régle, et contre lequel il ne s’éléve aucun .juste soupcon de 
fraude ou violation des Lois. Le Capitaine aurait le droit de protester chez mot 
contre moi-méme de pertes et dommages pour cette extension arbitraire de 
lesprit des Lois contre le Commerce des Esclaves. 
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Je ne pais d’ailleurs que vous répéter ce que j’ai eu lhonneur de vous dire 
verbalement, au sujet de la cargaison de tabac que doit prendre le “‘Bienfaisant.” 

Le tabac, l’eau-de-vie, et autres marchandises que l’on charge ici pour la 
Céte d'Afrique, sont 4 mes yeux des marchandises znnocentes ainsi que celles 
que l'on y envoie d’Angleterre, d’Allemagne, et de France. C'est l'emploi qut 
cesse de l’étre, lorsqu’on les applique a l’achat d’Esclaves. Elles preuvent en 
effet avoir ce criminel résultat, parceque !’on peut abuser de tout, mais elles 
peuvent aussi ne servir qua faire le Commerce légal et permis de tous les autres 
produits de l’Afrique. | , | 

S'il est. possible que des Spéculateurs d’Europe ne soient pas encore assez 
pénétrés de ’horreur que dvit inspirer l’odieux trafic des Noirs, et frappés de 
crainte 4 l’aspect des peines sévéres: portées contr’eux, les Vaisseaux de Guerre 
Anglais et Francais sont suffisamment autoris¢és 4 exercer une surveillance 
rigoureuse sur des Expéditions suspectes, mais cette surveillance ne peut con- 
duire 4 entraver ou arréter des Batimens faisant un Commerce légal. ae 

S’il pouvait venir & ma connaissance que le“ Bienfaisant” se fut livré d'une 
maniére quelconque au Commerce des Noirs, le Capitaine me trouverait armé 
de toute la sévérité que m‘impcsent mes Instructions et les Ordres récens recus 
acesujet. ©... | 

Mais dans la circonstance actuelle, je ne puis me refuser a lui laisser con- 
tinuer son voyage et a signer ses Expéditions. a : 

Permettez-moi du reste, Monsieur, de vous répéter, que vous me trouverez 
toujours cordialement disposé a joindre mes efforts aux vétres, pour parvenir a 
faire strictement exécuter les Lois de nos Nations respectives sur le Commerce 


des Noirs. ; J’ai Phonneur d’étre, &c, 
Monsieur W. Pennell. | (Signed) GUINEBAUD. 
(Translation.) | 
Si” Bahia, February 13, 1846. 


I HAVE read, with all the attention which they deserve, the Documents 
enclosed and detailed in the Letter, which you did me the honour to write to 
me on the 9th of this Month, subsequent to the conversation which we had 
on the subject of the French Schooner “ Le Bienfatsant,” Capt. Luzet, 
lately arrived from Ajuda, Coast of Africa, to the North of the Line, and 
which is preparing to return thither with a Cargo of Tobacco. Whatever 
may be my confidence in the merit of the Decisions of the Advocate-General 
of the King, of which mention is made in the Despatch of the Right Hon- 
ourable Secretary of State, I cannot refrain from remarking, that the Advocate- 
General himself leaves the point of Law undecided, by alluding to the neces- 
sity. of a new Legislative Measure. + 

Does it not, also, appear to you, Sir, that there is a remarkable difference 
between your position and mine, as to our respective Captains, resulting from 
the difference of the circumstances of the ‘‘ Bienfaisant” and those of the 
English Ships, which, according to ‘Ad information, and the representation 
of one of the aforesaid Documents, have abandoned their preparations for the 
Coast of Africa ¢ , | - 

‘The English Ships mentioned, probably arriving from England, or from 
one of the British Possessions, were perfectly strange, at least on this ucca- 
sion, to the Jegal ordinary Commerce of the Coast of Africa. For them such 
a, Voyage had been accidental. One of them has even. declared, that, in the 
proposed Charter-party, with the transport of her Cargo to Africa, was 
coupled the aggravating circumstance of the transport of Free Negroes 
from one part of the Coast to the other. - ae 
* The “ Bienfaisant,” on the contrary, departed from France in December 
1824, laden, and duly furnished with legal Instructions and Passport, for the 
Coast of Africa. It is known that every Year, as well in England as in 
France, a certain number of Expeditions of this kind are prepared, the 
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avowed and real object of which is to. sell Merchandize on the Coast, and to 
treat for the pone of Africa, such as gum, ivory, gold, shell, precious woods, 
palm-oil, and coffee from Princes Islands and St.Thomas, &c. - | 3 
' The “ Bienfaisant” ran along the Coast, and made herself useful according 
to her interests, and conformably to the Laws of France. She sold her Cargo, 
and in place of that produce, substituted a parcel of coffee, which the Captain 
has on eard: plasters, and other valuables. 

This circumstance dissipates every suspicion of the commerce in, or the 
introduction of, Slaves. Besides, that Vessel was frequently visited by His 
Britannick Majesty’s Ships, as is proved by the Visas, placed upon her Pass- 
port, and her Act of Francisation. The Captain even declares that he was vi- 
sited on the day of his departure for Bahia. | 

a Luzet formed arrangements, with a Merchant of Ajuda, to procure, 
at Bahia, and carry back to him, a cargo of tobacco, the freight of which will 

‘be paid at Ajuda. . | 

bn his arrival at this Port he made his Declaration to me, and justified the 
employment of Ins time on the Coast... I caused his Ship to be visited, and 
convinced myself that she was not prepared for the Slave-trade, but had on 
board, in coffee and other valuables, the substitute of her Cargo from France, 
and the results of her profits acquired in her different voyages along the 
Coast. } 

I have no right to push my investigations further. Neither in my Instruc- 
tions, nor in the Laws of France, to my knowledge, does any clause exist 
which gives me the power to delay or stop the course of a Ship's Voyage, 
which left France with Instructions in due form, and against which no just 
suspicion of fraud or violation of the Laws is manifest. The Captain would 
have a right to protest, in my own house, against myself, for expences and 
damages, 1n consequence of such an arbitrary extension of the spirit of the 
Laws against the Slave-trade. | 

_ I cannot refrain from now repeating to you, what I had the honour of say- 
ing to you, verbally, on the subject of the cargo of tobacco which the “ Bien- 
Juisant” is to take. | é 

The tobacco, brandy, and other merchandize, which are laden here from 
the Coast of Africa, are, in my judgment, innocent merchandize, as well as 
those goods which are sent out from England, Germany, and France. The 
employment of them ceases to be so, when they are applied tor the purchase 
of Slaves. In effect, they may have that criminal result, inasmuch as every 
thing may be abused ; but they also may be intended solely for the legal and 
permitted Commerce of all other produce of Africa. a 

If it be possible that the Speculators of Europe are not as yet impressed 
with the horror necessarily resulting from that odious Traffick, and terrified at 
ithe aspect of the severe Penalties enacted against it, the English and. French 

_Ships-of-War are sufficiently authorised to enforce a-rigorous Inspection as to 

| suspected Licences, but that inspection cannot empower them to delay or stop 

Vessels carrying on a legal Commerce. | 

. Ifit should come to my knowledge that the “ Bienfaisant” lent herself,’ in 

~ ny way, to the Slave-trade, the Captain would find me armed with all"the | 
severity which is imposed upon me by my Instructions, and the recent Orders 

received on that subject. | oa 

But, under the present circutnstances, I cannot refuse to allow him to-con- 
continue his Voyage, or to sign his Licence. ie 

Permit me, Sir, tiow to repeat to you, that you will always find me cor- 
dially disposed to join my efforts to yours, to enforce the strict execution of 
the ie of our respective Nations on the Slave-trade. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 2 
| (Signed) GUINEBAUD. 
Mfr. WH. Pennell. 


No. 62, 
Myr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning —( Received May 29.) 


SiR, Bahia, February 21, 1326. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit Copy of my Correspondence with the 
President of this Province, under date of the 15th, 17th, and 20th instant, on 
the subject of the admeasurement of Slave-vessels, and particularly as regards 
the Schooner “ 12 Rosalia.” : 


It is not my intention to renew this subject with the Authorities here, unless’ 


in obedience to Instructions, or that circumstances shall arise to promise 
greater utility to my interference. _ 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL. 
Ci 


&c. &c. 


First Enclosure in No. 62. 
My. Consul Pennell to the President of the Province of Bahia. 


Sir, Bahia, February 15, 1826. 


I RECEIVED the Letter which your Excellency did me the honour ‘to 
address to mc, dated the 4th November Jast, intimating your intention to 
reply at an early period to my Letters of the 10th and 16th of September, 
and 6th of October. | 

{It is in the mean time my duty to represent to your Excellency, that the 
grievances which I had the honour to bring under your observation, in my 
aforesaid Letters of the 16th September and 6th October, as regards the 
Slave-trade, remain unabated. - 

A List of 12 Brazilian Vessels has been exhibited to me, as having sailed 
from this Port for Africa, since the 6th October last, without having’ been 
measured, as directed by His Imperial Majesty’s Portaria of 12th August 1824. 

The Schooner “ 1* Rosalia,” arrived the 13th instant, from Moleimbo, with 
406 Slaves, furnishes a Case (as I am credibly informed) more aggravated 
than that of the Smack ‘“ Caridade,” adverted to in my Letter of the 6th 
October, inasmuch as she brings 15U Slaves more than her admeasurement 
warrants, even on the supposition that the admcasurement is correct, and that 
no deaths have taken place since.the commencement of her voyage. - 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) WM. PENNELL. 


Ehs Excellency the Viscount de Queluz. 


Second Enclosure in No. 62. (Translation.) 


The President of the Province of Bahia to Mr. Consul Pennell. 


Sir, : Bahia, February 17, 1826. 


1 HAVE received your Letter of the 15th instant, stating that you had 
not yet received a satisfactory Answer to your Letters of the 10th and 16th 
of September, and of the 6th October of last Year. ‘2% 

' Having heard the competent Departments of this City on the subject of 

your Representation, I am persuaded that the Admeasurement of Vessels in 
this Province is different trom that of England, and it therefore becomes my 
duty to carry this affairto the Imperial Presence, which I shall do, and in due 
time communicate to you the Resolution of His Majesty The Emperor. 


LO 
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As to the Schooner “ Rosalia,” lately arrived from Molembo with 406 
Slaves, I have to inform you, that the Passport which she carried authorized 
her to bring 495.Slaves, according to the Admeasurement made at the Iaten- 
dencia da Marinha, and therefore she might have brought 89 Slaves more 
than the 406 which are mentioned in your Letter. 

| | , God preserve you. 


William Pennell, Esq. (Signed) ©VISCONDE DE QUELUZ. 


Third Enclosure in No. 62. 
Mr. Consul Pennell to the President of the Province of Bahia. 


Sir, Bahia, February 20, 1826. 


I BEG leave to express my thanks to your Excellency for the information 
contained in your Letter of the 17th instant. I observe that the Schooner 
‘“1* Rosalia” is authorized to carry 495 Slaves.. My representation was 
founded on the Register kept at the Arsenal da Marinha, by which it appears, 
that, both on her outward and homeward voyage, she is rated at 99 tons, 
which would authorize her to carry only 246 Slaves. Can it be that she is 
rated at 198 tons for the purpose of carrying Slaves, and only at 99 for other 
purposes ? I have the honour to be, &c. 


His Excellency the Viscount de Quelux. (Signed) WM. PENNELL. 


_ No. 63. | 
Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recewed June 19.) 


(Extract.) | Bahia, February 27, 1826. 


WITH reference to my Despatch of the 21st instant, I have the honour to 
enclose a Copy of a Letter from the President of this Province, of the 25th 
instant, which contained a Certificate from the Intendente da Marinha, stating 
that the Schooner “ 1° Rosalia” was measured on the 16th September 1824, 
in conformity with the Alvara of 26th January 1818, and was found to be 1944 
tons, and capable of carrying 486 Slaves. | | 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM.. PENNELL. 
&ce. &e. &c. | | 


First Enclosure in No. 63. (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Bahia to Mr. Consul Pennell. 


Sir, Bahia, February 25, 1826. 


HAVING received your Letter of the 20th instant, I directed the Chief 
of the Department, the Intendente da Marinha, to report on the Admea- 
surement of the Schooner “1* Rosalia.” By this Report, which I transmit 
‘ to you, with a Certificate of the Measurement made bv the Ship-builders of 
the Arsenal, it appears, with certainty, that the said Vessel has not brought 
a greater number of Slaves than her Measurement permits. 

I am persuaded that I have perfectly satisfied the Representation made in 
your Letter. God preserve you. ’ 


William Pennell, Esq. (Signed) | VISCONDE DE QUELUZ. 


Braziv. —_ 97 4p d a 


No. 64. . | 
_Mr..Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.— (Received June 19.) 


Extract.) Bahia, April 17, 1826. 

‘DURING Phe Emperor's recent visit to this City, the Brig ““Henriquetta” 
(whose Admeasurement forms the subject of my Despatch of the 17th of Oc- 
tober of last Year) arrived from the ‘Coast of Guinea, N. She is reported 
from Molembo, with441 Slaves ; but is authorised to bring 600. | 

Un enquiry into the cause, I learnt that the Slaves had risen on the passage, 
‘and that many were kiHed, I understand the Captain acknowledges 18: other 
- reports make the number greater; but I do not learn that any legal investi- 
gation will take place. . 

The Owner of the “ Henriquetta” has lately purchased the English Brig 
“ Fanny,” of 192 tons, built at Halifax. It is supposed she will also be em- 
ployed in the illegal Traftick. | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL. 


Bc. =e. &ee. 


No. 65. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Mr. Consul Pennell. 


Sir, 3 Foreign Office, June 22, 1826.. 
I HAVE received your Despatch of the 17th of February, of theSlave-trade 
Series, of this Year, and I commend the zeal which prompted, and the quict 
and considerate tone which marked, your Communication with the Consul of 
France, at Bahia, upon the chartering of French Vessels to Places in Africa, 
North of the Line. 
I send to you, for your Information upon this subject, the Copy of a Des- 
atch which I have received from His Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra 
eons. dated the 21st of March last,* shewing how just was the view which 
was taken, as to the object of the Parties who employed the Vessel “* George 
and James,” noticed in your Letter of November 5, 1825. 


am, &c. 
William Pennell, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
* See Class A, Na. 38. 


No. 66. i 
Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recewed Oct. 28.) 


(Extract.) Bahia, August 8, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose the Diario Newspaper of the 2d instant, 
‘containing a Despatch from the Visconde de Inhambupe, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the President of this Province, dated Rio de Janeiro, 14th July last, 
by which it appears that His Imperial Majesty has revoked the Order which 
was communicated to the President on the 4th of January last, prohibiting 
Vessels from touching at different Ports; this Prohibition it appears was ob- 
tained on a Representation from His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de 
-Janeiro, alleging that the ‘papa ea to touch at the Islands of St. Thomas 
‘and Princes, gave great facility to the illicit ‘Traffick in Slaves, | 

I enclose a Translation of the above-mentioned Despatch from the Mini- 


eter of Foreign Affaires. 
7 (Signed) WM. PENNELL. 
. The Right Hon. George Canning, | 
&ec. &c. &e. 
P.S. The same Diario contains other Documents on the same subject, 
Translations of which I also transmit enelosed. -. (Signed) W, P. 
25 | 
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First Enclosure in No. 66. 


The Viscount de Inhambupe to the President of the Province of Bahia. 


¥tio de Janetro, July 14, 1826. 
Most Intusrrious aND EXCELLENT Sir, | ~ 
HIS Majesty The Emperor, seeing the repeated Representations of the 
Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty against certain Merchants, who 
he said, in order to deceive the constituted Authorities, availed themselves of 
‘fraudulent pretences of touching at different Ports to carry on the illicit Com- 
merce in Slaves, resolved that such touchings, at different Ports, should be 
prohibited, which was communicated to your Excellency by a Despatch from 
this Office of the 4th of January of the presentYear: well founded Representa- 
tions from various Brazilian Merohants having, however, since come before the 
Imperial Presence, and the same August Lord, being persuaded that there 
could not arise any inconveniencies from the above-mentioned touching at 
different Ports, because a remedy is provided in the Treaty of Vienna of 23d 
of January 1815, and in the Additional Convention to the same Treaty of 28th 
of July 1817, and that the Prohibition was, in some degree, indecorous to the 
National dignity, His Imperial Majesty has thought ft benignantly to grant 
their Prayer, re-establishing what was before practised in this respect. This 
I communicate te your Exrellency for your information aud execution. 
Ged preserve your Excellency. 
(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE. 
H. E. the Viscount de Quelur. 


Second Enclosure in No. 66. (Translation.) 
The Viscount de Pararagua to the Viscount de Quelus. 


Department of the Affairs of the Mave, 
Sir, Rio de Janeiro, Fuly 19, 1826. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency, for your information and government, 
the enchosed Copies, as well of the Notice sent to this Department, by the 
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, as of the Official Letter 
which the same Person addressed to the Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick 
Majesty, whereby your Excellency will see re-established, by an Imperial 
Edict, the practice formerly observed concerning the Sea-ports frequented by 
Brazilian Ships in the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes. 

; God preserve your Excellency 


H.E.theViscount deQueluz. (Signed) VISCONDE DE PARANAGUA. 


Third Enclosure in No. 66. (Translation.) 
The Viscount de Inhambupe to the Viscount de Paranagua. 


Mosr Intustaious anp EXcELLent Siar, Palace, July 14, 1826. 


I SEND enclosed to your Excellency the Copy of the Reply which I 
ntade -to the Oficral Letter ot His Britannick Majesty’s Chargé d’AMaires, 
dated the 20th June, rekative to the affair of the Schooner “4reenia,” and 
your Excellency will see thereby the definitive resolution which His Jasperial 
Majesty The Emperor has thought fit to adopt, with regard to the Sea-ports 
frequented by Brazilian Ships in the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes, 
thus establishing the practice formerly observed. | : ‘3. 

God preserve your Excellency, 
(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE 
HT. E. the Fuseount de Paranague. 
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No. 67. 
Mr. Coneul Pexvell to Mr. Seoratary Canning. —{ Received Qct. 28.) 


Sieg, Bahia, August 26, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 
22d June last, relating to the Slave-trade. | 

I ¢teel very sensibly the value of any commendation from you, and I am 
highly gratified by the notice you have been pleased to take off my commuai- 
cation with the Consul of France, on the sybject of French Vessels trading to 
Africa North of the Line, and of my Despatch of the 5th November 1825, as 
regards the view which was then taken of the object of the Parties who 
employed the Vessel “‘ George end James.” 

, I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL. 
&c. &c. &c. 


No. 68. | 
Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Dec. 13.) 


(Extract.) Bahia, September 20, 1826. 


THE Vessel alluded to in my Despatch of the 16th November last, as 
expected from Philadelphia, arrived here 9n the 29th Mareh last, under 
American Colours, having first touched on the Coast of Africa; she sailed again 
for Molembo, under Brazilian Colours, an the 3d June last; she is called the © 
“* Prince of Guzea,” of 261 tons, was built at Philadelphia. 

Another Vessel, cated the * Blackbird,” of 216 tons, arrived from Philadel- 
phia the 1st May, under American Colours, is now under Brazilian, and is 
preparing tor a voyage to the Coast ot Africa. 

The Right fiom. George Cannmng, — <Signed) WM. PENNELL: 
&c3 &c. ‘&e. | 


_ P.S.—For the purpose of accurecy, [ submitted this Despatch to tbe 
perusal of the American Consul ia this City, who confirms what I have stated 
with negard to the Vessels pamed.the “ Prince of Guinea” and the * Blackbird,” 
(now the Jmperatri¢,),.as -far as this knowledge and belief extends ; he adds, 
that James D. Pratt, Merchant of Philegdelphia, ‘is the Contractor: the Vessel 
‘“‘ Prince of Guinea” has been out so long, that she is supposed to have been | 
captured by our Cruisers. (Signed) Ww.P. | 


No. .69.- | | 
Mr. Consud Pennell to Mr. Secratary Canning. —(Received Dec. 13.) 


Sir, Bahia, Sept. 21, 1826. 
WITH reference to my Despatch of 8th August, I have the honour to 


inform you, that the Vessels which have lately cleared out for Africa from 
hence have availed themselves of the Imperial Permission to take Licences to 
touch at the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes. 
I have the honour to be, &e. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL. 
§c. ' 


&c. Se. 
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No. 70. 
Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received Dec. 22.) 


Sir, _ Bahia, Oct. 24, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose a List of the Vessels which have been 
measured for Slaves, from the 1st January to the 30th September of the pre- 
sent Year, amounting to 21 Vessels, 3,553 tons, and authorized to carry 
8,870 Slaves. 

I also inclosed a List uf the Slave-vessels which have sailed from hence 
from Ist January to 30th September, of this Year, amounting to 25 Vessels 
independent of the former List. 

ith few exceptions these Vessels are employed on the illicit Trade; the 
number is pa marae increased this Year, to which the expectation of a 
= fae of the Trade by Treaty with England has probably con- 
tributed. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, = (Signed) WM. PENNELL. — 
Re. &c. Ge. 


First Enclosure in No.,70. 


List of Brazilian Vessels measured for Slaves in the Year 1826. 


Owner. Tons. 


Slaves 
authorized 
to carry 


{Luis Anto de Passo 


Schooner - |Zepherina Franco §. Paraizo 406 |September 27 : 


January 12 {Schooner - |Tentadora  - 518 

se 19 | Do. ~- |Nova Virgem - |Vicente de Paula - 258 

February 15} Do. - |Marianna - |J. A.daC. Rios - 251 

ae <¢ |Brig - |Delfina - -{A.J.R Valle” - 362 

April 28 | Do. - |Principe de Guiné Pedrozo - - 701 

June 9 |Schooner - |Heroina - - |M. C. dos Santos - 560 

Brig - |Tiberio - - |J. A. daC, Rios - 574 

_ July 14 |Schooner - |Eclipse - = - A. de P. da‘Cunha - 301 

ae “¢) Do. = [Victoria - - J.C. Lima - - 269 

es 19} Do. ~- {|Tonnila - = - |J. A.C. da Silva - 76 

August 8 |Smack ~- |S.JoaoVincedor |J. J. de Sampaio - 418 

“ «* [Brig - |Victoria - - {Vicente de Paula - , 478 

cae «¢ (Schooner - |Cacador - - |J. V Moreira - 477 

12} Do. - [Independencia - |J.C. Lima - ° 502 

* 22 | Do. .- |Venus - - |Pedrozo - - 332 

oe “«’ (Smack - |Desengano’ - |F. J. da Sa Borges - 391 

sa 26 |Schooner - [Sts Ephigenia -. |f. I. de Oliveira - 428 

September 12 [Brig - |Imperatriz - |Pedrozo ° - 657 
ee ce a, be 


ee 26 iSmack  - jSto Amaro I P. C. da Cunha 428 
es 30 |Brig - \Comerciante 1. J. Teixeira - 453 
21) Vesszxs. Total «. « |3,553 |8,879 
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Second Enclosure in No. 70. 


List of Slave Vessels sailed from Bahia in the Year 1626. ' 


Sailed. Name of Vessel. ; Master. Where Bound. 


January J {Maria da Gloria - - - |J. D. da Sa Porto - = | Molembo, 
ae = 8 {Providencia Angelica - - |Joao Mora de Lima - - | Ambris. 
x 28 |Aritoria - ° - - |Joze Maria Alves - - | Coast of Africa,’ 
February 4 {Bringnedo de Meninos - - {Felis da Sa Lisboa - - | Molembo. 
" 12 |Dois Amigos . - jJoze Joaquim Ladislao - - Do. 
., *s dd pCanotts = - - - |Jozo Francoda Costa - - Do. 
‘« "26 |Conceicao Telegrafo  - - Joaquim Gongalvés = - Do. 
March 1 {Sao Benedito « ss - {Joao Sabino ~ ‘ - Do. 
hy 20 Jia Rosalia - - - - \Joze Machado - . = -{° Dao 
April }12 |Emilia ° - = - [Estevan Nonato Ferra - - | Ambris. 
May 15 |Boa hora - - = - jJoao Dias de Carvalho - - | Coast of Africa, 
Se 20 -|Bahia - - - - |FrancoGomez de Almda - Do. 
+ 29 |S. Joao Espadarte - |Mastinro Je Baptiste - - | Molembo. 
June 9 |Na Snra do Monte do Carmo - |Mel Joaqm de Noronha - | Ambris. 
al 17 |S. Joao Voador - - - |Mel dos Stos da Costa - - | Molembo. 
. 24 |Henriquetta - - - |Joao Cardozo dos Santos — - Do. 
July 4 {Conceicao da Maria - - |Joao Pinto de Soiza ss = - Do. 
= 6 |Gracioza - - ~ - |Mel Simeens da Sa - - | Coast of Africa.’ 
«e 19 |Bom Successo-— = - - |Mathias Bapta de Caroo - | Molembo. 
ee 24 |Novo Brilhante - - - {Caetano Alberto da Franga - | Coast of Africa. 
oe 31 |Caridade - - - - |Joze Roez Ferreira - - | Molembo. 
August 14 |Carlotta- - - - jJoze Franco da Costa - - Do. 
mepteniver § |Maria da Gloria - - - |Joao Diogo a = Do. 
22 |Esperanca - = ° - |Vicente Feria do Vale - - ° Do. 
oe 24 {Bom Fim - - - - |Joao Jose da Fonca’- - | Ambris. 


25 VesszLs. 


71. 
Mr. are Canning to Mr. Consul Pennell. 


Sir, | Foreign Office, December 30, 1826. 


YOUR Despatches of this alae up to the 24th of October, have been 
duly received. 

You will continue to watch over any transactions having apparently for their 
object illicit Slave-trade, in whatever shape, or under whatever pretext, they 
may present themselves. 

You will make representations to the Local Authorities on all those trans- 
actions of the nature referred to, which may come under your notice, and you 
wall earnestly, but tempcerately, request the interference of those Authorities to 
prevent injractions of the Compacts in force between the two Countries upon 
this subject. 

You will furnish His Majesty’s Envoy at Rio de Janeiro with the details of 

these proceedings, requesting him to take such measures as may seem to him 
expedient with the Brazilian Government; and you will send to me Copies 
of the Correspondence which shall pass on those occasions. 


[ am, &c. 
Wrlliam Pennell, Esq. (Signed ) GEORGE CANNING. 
No. 72. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Scvetass y Canning. —(Received May 13. ) : 
Sm, : foe Consul’s Office, Maranham, March 8, 1826. 


1 HAVE the honour to enclose Copies of two Despatches addressed to 
His Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, viz. one on the 25th, and 
26 
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the other on the 28th ultimo, respecting the Schooner “ Carolina,” which 
Vessel arrived at this Port last January, with 133 Slaves, from Cacheo. 

The above mentioned Despatches, and their Enclosures, sct forth most ut 
the particulars of the * Carolina’s” Voyage; and detail the steps which, up to 
the 28th ultimo, I took, in order that the Treaty for the Abolition of the Slave- 
trade to the Northward of the Line, should not be evaded. 

From these Enclosures it will be seen that his Excellency the President of 
this Province, evinced something like reluctance to enforce the Law so pal- 
pably applicable to this Case, adopting instead, the measure of merely re- 
quiring a Bond before the Slaves should be sold. I have the honour to en- 
close a Translation of the Order issued by his Excellency on this point; but 
no Person was found willing to give the Bond, and the President was petitioned 
to abandon even this precaution. 

Since the 28th ultimo I had prepared a very strong remonstrance to- his 
Excellency, founded on the Evidence in the Documents of the “ Carolina ;” 
but I daily retrained from sending it, anxious not to do more in the matter 
than was consistent with a due discharge of my duty, and a respectful line of 
conduct towards the Chief Authority ; and being also hopeful that his Excel- 
lency might ultimately become alive to the responsibility accruing to him, 
from the clemency displayed towards the Persons guilty of this glaring infrac- 
tion of the Treaty. ae | 

I have now the satisfaction to state, that, without acy further representa- 
tion from me, his Excellency appears to have felt the seriousness of the 
Case in question ; that I have ascertained satisfactorily that the Case of the 
‘“Carolina” was delivered over to the competent judicial Tribunal; and that 
the Law having bcen thus allowed to take its course, both that Vessel and the 
Slaves were scized on the 6th instant. 

Legal proceedings are now instituted, in conformity to the Alvara of the 
26th January 1818, this Alvara upholding the Stipulations of the Treaty. 

I shall be mindful to transmit a full Report of the pending Legal Proceed- 
ings, and of their result. 

In the mean time I regret to state, that nearly half of the Slaves are said 
to be in very bad health, and that some deaths have occurred ; but on all these 
_ particulars 1 shall obtain exact information, transmitting it by the first op- 
portunity. I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
&. .  &e. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 72. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chasbevlain: 


SiR, '  Maranham, February 25, 1826. | 


I HAVE to make known, that, on the 25th of January last, a small 
Schooner, under Brazilian Colours, called the ‘* Carolina,” Victor Nobre de 
Brito, Master, arrived at this Port from Cacheo, with 133 Slaves on board, 2 
having died during the passage. | 7 : : 

The Master reported that he was bound from Cacheo to one of the Cape de 
Verd Islands, but having been chased by a Cruizer, which he fancied was a 
Privateer, he made for this Port. . | . 

Tine information I have collected is, that this Schooner sailed from Para 
sgine time ago, -bound to Gibraltar, but whether she arrived at the Port of 
her destination, and afterwards went to Lisbon, as reported to me privately, 
I cannot ascertain satisfactorily ; however, she ultimately arrived at Cacheo, 
and thence departed with the 135 Slaves for the Island of St. Jago, without-a 
regular Passport. o 

I have also ascertained that the Slaves belong to the Heirs of the late Joa 
Pereira Barretv, of Cacheo; that they were reported to be domestick Slaves, 
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and that their Consignee in this Port, Antonio Francisco de Azevedo, de- 
clared that they were for sale. — 

On the arrival of the “ Carolina,” zhe was put under quarantine, owing to 

the small-pox amongst the Slaves, who were afterwards landed and put into a 
Lazaretto. ° | ' 
_ Nothing further was done towards the sale of the Negroes, but, on the 
30th of January, the Schooner was regularly entered at the Custom-House, 
upon which I addressed a Note, on the same day, to his Excellency the Presi- 
dent, an Answer to which was returned on the following day ; Copies of both 
which [ have the honour to enclose. 

An Investigation or “‘ Devasa” was then ordered by the President, upon the 

“‘ Carolina’s” voyage; but its only result at present known to me is, an Order 
his Excellency sent to the Custom-House on the 18th instant, directing that 
the Slaves should be admitted to entry, on Bond being first given to their 
value, and that of the Schooner; but no Person has come forward to give 
the Bond up to this date. 
' Having been assured by the Consignee, that the Slaves imported by the 
‘“‘ Carolina” were destined for sale, I conceived it my duty again to address 
his Excellency on the 18th instant, stating that I must report the Case, and 
asking tor Copies of the ‘ Carolina’s” Passports, or any Doaiinents -which 
could justify those proceedings: ' 

I enclose a Copy of that Application, to which no Answer has been yet re- 

turned. 
- I expect that these Documents will be ultimately sent to me, and I shall 
transmit them by this convevance if I receive them in time; but I fear that 
they may be designedly kept back till the departure of the present opportu- 
nity, because I perceive a very general disposition to evade the Law which is 
applicable to this very glaring infraction of the Treaty. 

On the receipt of the Documents, I expect to be again called upon to make 
another representation to the President, founded on clear proof of the ille- 
gality of the “ Carolina’s” voyage; and I shall do so with the view of in- 
ducing his Excellency, not to abandon the demand for the Bond, because, 
though proceedings founded on the Alvara of the 26th of January 1818, 
are not likely to be commenced, still the required Bond is at least an acknow- 
ledgement of irregularity in that Vessel’s voyage, and will, I trust, act as an 
impediment to the sale of the Negroes, until the result of your Representa- 
tions on this Case at the Court of Rio de Janeiro may be felt here. 

: I have the honour to be, &c. 


Henry Chamberlain, Esq: _ (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


Firat Enclosure (A.) in No. 72. 


Mr, Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Maranham, January 30, 1826. 


HIS Excellency the Most [lustrious Senhor Pedro José da Costa Barros, 
President.and Military Governor of the Province of Maranham, &c. is made 
acquainted by the Undersigned, His Britannick Majesty’s Consul at this 
Port, that a Schooner, called thé ‘* Carolina,” Victor Nobre de Brito, Master, 
has lately arrived from Cacheo with a Cargo of Slaves, under the most suspi- 
cious circumstances as to the legality of the voyage, and that, notwithstanding, 
the Vessel in question was this Morning admitted to entry at the Custom- 
House. , 

On these facts reaching his Excellency, the Undersigned feels confident 
that the requisite steps will be ordained by his Excellency, in conformity with 
the existing Treaty tor the Abolition of the illicit Traffick in Slaves. | 


(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
His Excellency Pedro José da Costa Barros. 
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. ‘First Enclosure (B.) in No. 72. (Translation.) 


The President of the Province of Maranham to: Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, , Maranham, January 31,1826. 

I HAVE received your Despatch, dated yesterday, to which I answer, that 
I respect as much the Treaty for the Abolition of the illicit Slave-trade, as 
you desire to fulfil it; and that, as lam a faithful Administrator of the Laws 
of my Sovereign, I shall cause them to be administered to their fullest extent. 
You, Sir, may rest assured, that I shall do you all justice, in the event of the 
Schooner “ Carolina,” lately arrived at this Port, being found implicated in 
the said Treaty. God preserve you. 
| (Signed): PEDRO JOSE DA COSTA BARROS. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. 


First Enclosure (C.) in No. 72. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Sin, MMaranham, February 18, 1826., 
HAVING been informed that your Excellency has allowed to be passed 
through the Custom-House (preparatory to their sale) the Slaves brought by 
the Schooner ‘* Carolina” trom Cacheo, on Bond to their value, and that of 
the Schooner, being first given; 1t becomes. my duty to report this Case te 
His Britannick Majesty’s Government. | 
For that purpose I have to solicit that your Excellency may he pleased to 
order, that I be furnished with Copies of the Passport or Passports of the 
Schooncr “ Carolina,” as well as at ae Licence, or “ Avizo,” or any other 
Document with which that Vessel may have been provided with the object of 
legalising this importation of Slaves. | | oo = 
[have the honour to be, &c. | 
| | | (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
His Excellency Pedro José da Costa Barros. a 


Second Enclosure in No. 72. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


SIR, | | | Maranham, February 28, 1826. 


IN reference to my Despatch, dated the 25th instant, transmi(ted herewith, 
I have to make known the Answer his Excellency the President returned to 
my request, for Copies of all the Documents belonging to the Schooner “ Ca- 
volina, enclosing for that purpose a Copy of his Excellency’s Note, dated 
yesterday. | | 
_L also beg leave to enclose Copies of the Documents transmitted, being 9 
in number, having now barely time cursorily to refer to them in their order. 
_ From the Certificate, proving that an Avizo was granted in Rio de Janeiro, 
on the 4th of Apr 1817, to Jodo Pereira Barreto, for a very clear and speci- 
fick purpose, viz.—tle removal of his family and domesticks, it appears, that 
such Licence or “ Avizo” is now taken to bestow an exclusive right (inherited 
by Barreto’s descendants) to export, in the face of all Treaties, any quantity 
of Slaves fron: Cacheo, for the purpose of Trattick, so long as they are termed 
domestick Slaves; this Qualification being applied, although the Slaves are 
openly declared to be sent solely for the object of Trade; indeed, so much so, 
that a Bond to produce these domesticks, during-cven a short period, is not 
obtainable. a : | 
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‘The “ Carolina” sailed from Para to Gibraltar, as the Copy of her Passport 
shows, but there is no proof but that that Vessel proceeded, instead, direct to 
Cachco ; and from what-has been reported to me, it is very doubtful whether 
the tru2 Owner, instead of ‘* Fernando José de Silva,” is not a Person resident 
in Lisbon. 

There is no proof but that the Brig “ 4pollo” has already performed her 
voyage from Cacheo to St. Jago, with the 300 Slaves, according to the Pass- 
port now shown as an authority for the “Carolina.” But putting aside that 
doubt, it appears that even the Passports, like the ‘ Avizo,” are attempted to 
be generalized, and that every regulation in that particular, is totally disre- 
garded in the present case. 

From the Copy of the Muster Roll, there appear 21 Persons, including the 
Master, as the Crew of the “ Carolina,” a Schooner of about 90 tons burthen ; 
but of this Crew 9 are Blacks, which Negroes are no doubt all destined for sale; 
such practices having existed here when Vessels arrive from that part of 
Africa with wax, ivory, &e.; and a reference to their ages, and time of being 
at Sea, will prove this suspicion reasonable. | 

The Copy of the Protest, said to be made at Sca, shews, firstly, that the 
<‘ Carolina” is called a Portuguese Schooner by her Officers, and secondly, 
that when the Cruizer was seen, the wind was so strong, that the Vessel 
could not, after a 12 hours run to leeward, fetch into the Port of her destina- 
tion. On the first, I have already recorded my doubts as to the Owners of 
the Vessel ; and on the second point, I have to observe, that one of the Crew 
declared to me, that when the suspicious sail was seen, it was calm, and that 
the “ Carolina” escaped by sweeping. I never could learn a description of 
the Cruizer, and therefore think the whole a fabrication. 
~ The Copy of the Manifest merely shews, that these domestick Slaves were 
reported in the same way as untaught Negroes. 

From the Report of the Chief Officer of the Custom-House (Cid), it will 
be seen how ignorant and regardless he is of the Stipulations of the ‘I'reaty 
for abolishing tle Trade to the Northward of the Line; and what futile argu- 
ments he produces to support the interests of those concerned in the “ Caro- 
lina’s” voyage, for whose success he moreover evinces some desire. 

The Judicial Report is inconclusive, because the Authorities have evaded 
a proper investigation. _T have the honour to be, &c. 

H. Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 

(Note.) Since the above Despatch was sent to Rio de Janciro, I have been 
anformed that the tonnage of tlie Schooner “‘ Carolina” is from 60 to 70 tons. 


(Signed) R. H. 
Second Enclosure (A.) in No. 72. (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 
» Sir, Maranham, February 27, 1826. 


IN answer to your Despatch of the 18th instant, I transmit Copies of all 
the Documents relative to the Slaves brought from Cacheu by the Schooner 
“¢ Carolina,” belonging to the Widow and Sons of Major John Pereira Barreto. 

God preserve you. 


(Signed) =. PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. 


Second Enclosure (B.) in No. 72. (Translation.) 
Certificate of the Secretary of Government of Maranham. 


I, JOAQUIM FERREIRA FRANCA, Civil and Military Secretary of 
the Province of Maranham, &c. certity, in fulfilment of Orders, that there 
does not exist, in the Archives of this Secretary, any Roval ‘ Avizo” rela- 
tive to the defunct Major Joa6d Pereira Barreto, but that there is the following 
Certificate, issued from the Secretary of Government of the Gencral Captain- 
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ship af Cape de Verd, viz:—I, Jeronimo Martins Salgado, First Lieutenant 
of the Royal Corps of Engineers, Aide de-Camp and Secretary, ad interim, of 
the Government of the Captainship of Cape de Verd, &c. certify, that, on 
examining the Book, No. 22, in which are registered the Avizos, sent from 
the Secretary of State’s Office to this Government, there is registered, in 
page 165, an Avizo relating to the Petitioner, who has prayed fora Copy, 
and which is of the following tenour: The King our Lord, taking notice. of 
what has been represented by ‘* Sargento Mor,” Joad Pereira Barreto, a 
Merchant, established in the Port of Cacheu, is pleased to concede unto him 
permission to go to the City of Maranham to attend to his health, taking 
with him his Sons, Manoel Francisco Caldas and Antonio Pereira Barreto, 
cach of them being allowed to take all the Persons belonging to his family, 
and respective Slaves; all which I communicate to you, in order that, in 
conformity, therewith, you may issve the requisite orders, so that the exe- 
cution of this my Royal determination must not mect any obstacle from the 
necessity of proceeding in any new investigation, on events which recently 
occurred in that Port, and about which the above-mentioned Joa Pereira 
Barreto, his Sons, or any other Person of their respective families, ought still 
to be questioned, because, it needful, His Majesty will order them to be in- 
terrcgated in the City of Maranham. - God preserve you. 


(Signed) Conpe pa Barca. 
Palace of Rio de Janero, 4th April 1817. 
Senhor Dom Antonio Coutinho de Lencastre. 


That Avizo, which I have thus faithfully copied from the proper Re- 
gister, did not contain any thing further, to which Register I refer, and bein 
thus in conformity with the Order, this is sealed with the Government Seal 
of this Captainship, for the purpose of greater validity and coniplete credit. 

Secretary of Government, 14th April 1818, 

| (Signed) JERONIMO Martins Satcapo. 
The above being all the contents of the said Certificate,.to which I refer, 


Maranhao, Secretary of Government, 31st January 1826. | 
(Signed) JOAQUIM FERREIRA FRANCA. 


Second Enclosure (C.) in No. 72. (Translation.) 
Passport of the Brazilian Schooner “ Carolina.” | 
I, JOZE DE ARAUJO ROZO, President of the Province of Para, make 


known unto all who may see this Passport, that there departs trom this Port, on 
a voyage to that of Gibraltar, and from thence to return to this Port, the Bra- 
zilian Schooner ‘ Carolina,” Victor Nobre de Brito, Master, and Fernando 
Joze da Silva, Owner, in conformity to what was proved in the Secretary of 
this Government; the said mentioned Persons being Subjects of this Empire, 
no Foreigners having any share in the said Schooner; and because this 
Schooner may be met on her outward or homeward voyage by the Com- 
manders and Officers of Ships-of-War, or other Vessels belonging to this 
Empire,—The Emperor of Brazil ordains that they do not put any impedi- 
ment, and recommends to these of the Navies, Fleets, and other Vessels 
belonging to Kings,- Princes, Republicks, Potentates, Friends and Allies of 
this Crown, that they do not oppose the said voyage, but rather promote it, 
by rendering any needful assistance or favour, in the certainty that recom- 
mendations of their Princes will meet the same and equal treatment, In 
testimony of which this Passport is granted, signed by the President of this 
Province, anid sealed with the Iinperial Arms. | | 


Given at the Imperial Palace of Para, 17th of March, in the Year of our. 
Lord 1825. “i 
(L. 8S.) (Signed) JOZE DE ARAUJO.ROZO, President. 
By order of his Excellency, | ae 
(Sig ned) Manoex Ramos pz CARVALHO. 


* 
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Second Enclosure (D.) in No. 72. (Translation. ) 


Passport of Dofia Roza de Carvalho Alvarenga. 


JOHN DA MATTA CHAPUZET, Commendador of the Order of Christ, 
and Knight ot the Orders of St. Bento d’Aviz, and of the Tower and Sword, 
Colonel in the Chief Staff of the Army, President of the Junta “da Real 
Fazenda,” and Governor and Captain-General of the Province of Cape de 
Verd, in the Name of His Most Faithful Majesty The King Our Lord, who 
God preserve, makes known unto all who may see this Passport, that Dona 
Roza de Carvalho Alvarenga proceeds from the District of Cacheu to the 
Island of St. Jago, the Capital of the Province of Cape de Verd, there to 
meet her Husband, the Sargento Mor, Joao Pereira Barreto, who is there so 
grievously infirm as to be unable to proceed to Cacheu, and intends to esta- 
blish himself in the said Island of St. Jago. There proceeds also with the 
said Dona Roza de Carvalho Alvarenga, her family, consisting of 300 Persons, 
more or less, the whole on board the Portuguese Brig ‘‘ Apollo,” of which the 
Lieutenant in the Royal Navy, Mauricio Joze Alves, is Master. And in 
order that no impediment may arise, I have granted this present Passport, 
signed by me, and scaled with the Royal Arms. Given and executed at 
Head Quarters, in this Island of Praia, 26th January 1824. 


(L.S.) (Signed) JOAO DA MATTA CHAPUZET, 
. Colonel and Governor of the Province. 
By order of his Excellency, 


(Signed) Joze Nascentes Pinto Loares Gomes ps Parva, 
Secretary of the Government of the Province. 


Second Enclosure (£.)'in No. 72. _ (Translation.) 


Muster Roll of the Schooner “Carolina” on a Voyage to the Port of Cape 
de Verd, and Ports in the Brazils, viz. 


Stations. Names. Nativity. State. Age. poo oe 
Master - | Victor Nobre de Brito - - {Lisbon - |Single - | 32 | 20 Years, 
Mate - - | Francisco de Panla Brito - - | Do. - -| Do. -| 20} 8 « 
Boatswain - | Joaquim Joze da Silva - -«{Do.- +] Do. -| 30) 14 « 
Steward ¢ | Marcellino Joze - ° = - | Do. - - (Murried | 39 | 18 <« 
Carpenter - | Gabriel Pereira, (a Black) - |Bissau - |Single - | 23} 7 «* 
Caulker - | Joze Pereira da Costa, (Do.) - | Do. - -| Do. ~- | 25 6 « 
Cook - - | Joaquim Pedro, (Do.) - |Cabinda -| Do -|20/] 8 «© 
Seaman’ - | Antonio Carlos - < ° - {Lisbon -}| Do. - | 24 6 « 

Do. - - | Francisco Joze_ - - 4 - | Do. - - {Married | 39] 18 * 
Do - - | Joze Pereira da Silva - - - jAlvarenga - [Single - | 24] 6 «© 
“Do. - - | Joze Francisco + - : - |Lisbon - |Maried | 43 | 26 = ¢¢ 
Do. - - | Joze Dias” - - ° - - | Do. - - {Single - | 30 | 18 = ¢¢ 
Do. - - | Jacob Blena - - ° - |Geroa -{| Do. - | 1841) « 
Do. - - | José Masse ~- - - - - {Poland - | Do. - | 20 8 « 
Do - - | Francisco Piomgon - - - | Do. - -| Do - | 24] 70 « 
O dinary . - | Manoel Joze, (a Black) - |Cape de Verd | Do. - | 28] 3 * 
Do. - - | Joao de Cano (Do ) - {Cacheu -!| Do. -{|14/.2 « 
Do. - - | Domingos da Costa = (Do.) - |Cape de Verd | Do. - [| 12] 2 « 
Do. - - | Ventura de Brito (Do ) - |Cacheu - | Do. ~- | 10 2 « 
Do, - - | Joao de Aisdrade (Do.) - {Tarim -| Do. -{|22/ 3 « 
Do. - - | Lino Percira Alvarenga ( Do.) - | Do. - - | Do. - | J4 [Ist Voyage. 


| Head Quarters, Cacheu, January 5, 1826. 
(Signed) MANOEL NICOLAO PACHECO, 


Secretary of the Government. 
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Second Enclosure (F.) in No. 72.° (Translation.) 
Protest of the Master and Crew of the ‘‘ Carolina.” 


Protest against Cruizing Vessels, done on board the Schooner * Carolina,” 
Victor Nobre de Brito, Master, as under declared. 


WE, the Undersigned, Master, Officers and Crew of the Portuguese 
Schooner, called the ‘* Carolina,” did sail from the Port of Cacheu, on boaid 
the said Schooner on the 6th day of January instant, bound to Villa da Praia, 
in the Islands of Cape de Verd, with 134 Domesticks, belonging to the family 
of Dona Roza de Carvalho Alvarenga and her Sons, with a Passport granted 
for this purpose by the Governor-General of the Province of Cape de Verd. 

Continuing thus our voyage, on the 11th instant, ahout 8 o’Clock in the 
Morning, being in Latitude 9.7.47. and Longitude 23. 37. 11., we discovered 
a Vessel to Windward, which coming down upon us before the wind, became 
suspicious, and we directly concluding she was chasing, bore away immediately 
under all sail; and though we were chased until dark, still in the Morning 
of the following day, the 12th instant, we could not see the chasing Vessel. 
And as by these means we found ourselves much to Leeward, as can be proved. 
by our Maritime Journals, we agreed, solely on account of the risk to our lives, 
to the cargo, and to the property on board, to alter our voyage to some of the 
, Leeward Ports of the Empire of Brazil; in the mean time protesting at once 
against Cruizing Vessels, whether friends or enemies, against the winds and 
seas, and any other thing which may prejudice or deteriorate our first in- 
tended voyage ; and in order that there ure not be any thing to create doubt at 
any Port wherein we may enter, we have drawn up the present Protest, which 
we have all signed on board of the Schooner “ Carolina,” on a voyage from 
Cacheu to some Port in the Empire of Brazil, this 12th day of January 1826. 


(Signed) | FRANCISCO DE PAULA BRITO, Pilot. 
JOAQUIM JOZE DA SILVA, Boatswain. 
JOZE FRANCISCO. —— a 
GIACOMO ELLENA. 

JOZE PEREIRA DA SILVA. 
ANTONIO CARROLOS. 
MARCELLINO JOZE. 
JOZE DIAS. 

FRANCISCO JOZE. 

F. PONCON. - 

JOSEFE MASSE THOMAS. 


N.B. The Master's Signature does not appear. 


Second Enclosure (G.) in No. 72. (Transfation.) 


Manifest of the Cargo brought by the Brazilian Schooner “ Carolina” Victor 
Nobre de Brito, Master, put into this Port while on a voyage from Cacheu 
to the Island of St. Jago, in the Cane de Ferd. 


133 Domestick Slaves, in the service of Dona Roza de Carvalho de Alva- 
renga and Sons. 

I declare that I sailed fram Cacheu with 135 Slaves, and that 2 died on 
the voyage. | 
Maranhao, January 28,1826, (Signed) VICTOR NOBRE DE BRITO. 
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Second Enclosure (H.) in No. 72. (Translation.) 


Report of the Superintendent of Customs at Maranham. 


Mosr ILiutrious anp EXcELLeEnT Sir, 
IN fulfilment of the Order, dated 30th of the preceding Month, I have 


the honour to acquaint your Excellency with the following, regarding the 
Petition of Manoel Pereira Barreto. The Master of the Brazilian Schooner 
‘“‘ Carolina,” made a regular eutry at this Custom-House, presenting the Pass- 
port No. 16, the Muster Roll of that Schooner’s Crew, on departing from Ca- 
cheu to the Port of Cape deVerd, and Ports in the Brazil; the Act of Protest on 
said Vessel’s coming to this Port; the Passport or Licence granted for Dona 
Roza de Carvalho Alvarenga, Wife of the Major John Pereira Barreto, and for 
300 Persons of her Family, dated the 26th Jannary 1824; and finally, the Ma- 
nifest of 133 living Slaves, domesticks of the said Dona Roza de Carvalho ; 
all which Documents, although I believe they have already been presented at 
the Secretary’s Office, I nevertheless now again annex, in order that they may 
be examined if needful. | 
It is not in my power to acquaint your Excellency with any thing relative 
to the Law in the present case, because, upon this matter, there does not exist 
in this Department, either the Treaty of the 22d of January 1815, which 
prohibits the Slave-trade to the Northward of the Equator, or the Alvaras of 
1813 and 1818, relative to Vessels destined for that Trade. I therefore limit 
myself simply to the fact. From the Passport of the Schooner in question, it 
does not appear that she was either fitted or destined for the illicit Trade in 
Slaves; she is otherwise a Vessel of a small class and wanting the requisite 
accommodations and conveniences for a long voyage, but she appears to be 
adapted as a Transport for a short voyage, such as from Cacheu to the Island 
of St. Jago. The same Passport shews that the Owner is a Subject of this 
Empire, and finally, the Licence or Passportfor the Family removed, although 
of avery old date, and for another Vessel, nevertheless when presented and 
accompanied by the Petitioner, corroborates and proves the Geum of the 
Slaves and their Owners. It has been the constant practice at this Custom- 
House not to proceed in giving entry, or allowing the landing of any Slaves, 
without an Order from their Excellencies the former Governors, and, with re- 
ange to the admission of the Domestick Slaves, which have been imported 
y virtue of Passports and Royal Licences from the Ports of Bissau, Cacheu, 
and Island of St. Jago, in the Cape de Verd ; by the annexed List I acquaint 
your Excellency with the respective quantities of Slaves which have been ad- 
mitted, and amongst them with all those belonging to the defunct Father of 
the Petitioner; such Passports having without doubt been granted, because 
the Slaves were domesticks belonging to Persons who were either settled, or 
in publick employment, at those Ports, and who form conditional exceptions 
in the said Treaty of 1815. This is all the information I can give, and your 
Excellency will be pleased to decide. 


Custom- House at Maranham, February 1, 1826. 
: (Signed) JOAO JOZE DE MORAES, Cid. 
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Second Enclosure (I.) ia No.72. Translation.) 


List of Slaves from the Ports of Bissau, Cacheu, and St. Jago in the Island 
of Cape de Verd, admitted to entry at the Custom-House of Maranham, 
by virtue of Orders from their Excellencies the Governors and Captains- 
General. 


Date of (Description ‘ No. of 
Entry. | of Vessels. Name of Vessels.| Whence. | Consignees. Owners of Slaves. Slaves. Remarks. 


Gamo | Eee ee 


ees geese 


1819. Caetano © 
Jan. , 28} Brig Sao Joao Ven-| cacheu Joze |JoaoPereiraBarreto| 203 
| one Teixeira 


The Owner)Luiz Antonio Es-| 4 
of theSlaves teves Freire 


Dezor. Joze Leandro 


June 5{ Do. Donia Anna} Do. Do, da Silva _ 125* 

August 5) Brig Aurora ~Cacheu ee JoaoPereiraBarreto| 204 
<¢ 9/Schooner! Feliz Ventura} Do. Do. ' Do. 162 S 
182), , 4 

Oct. 6) Brig Apollo Dao. Do. Do. 231 H 

° 
e ° . as) 
Nov. 27| Do. Maria | St.Jago} « « posanmAntouiode gq i : 
ir] 
1822. : 
General Don] gq, « |Joze Joaquin Pe- . 

July 267 Do. Antonio isan “* reira Barreto 5 

4 
Joaquim Anto- 5 
: nio de Mattos 112 2 


| 

| 
August 19} Do. | Maria Do. ce «6 (Major Jn. Hy- 130 
| | | gino Curvo,. 18 


1823. 


® These Slaves were called Domesticks ; were not entered at the Custom-House 3 pajd no Duty, 


All these Slaves were entered as Domesticks, but the whole were openly sold, like any other 


Ape | 9|Schooner ean erels St. Jago| “ “* Luiz aa de 118 
June 10) Brig | Maria | Bissau | « ce [Luiz Antonio del 949 
Silva hen ed 
1736 . 
Inrparted by 
, 1024 |J JonoPereira 
Custom-House, Maranham, February 1, 1826. : sons |) Barreto and 
. 719 his Sons. 
(Signed) JOAO JOZE DE MORAES, Cid. 
” Second Enclosure (J.) in No. 72. Translation.) 


Judicial Report. 


Most Itiustrious AND EXCELLENT SiR, 


IN virtue of the most respected Order of your Excellency, dated 3d in- 
stant, and annexed to the Petition of Manoel Pereira Barreto, I went to the 
Place called “ Bomfim,” in company with the Scrivener of my Department, 
Justino Damazo Saldanha, to the end of examining the Slaves landed out of 
the Brazilian Schooner “ Carolina,” from Cacheu. I began by examining 
the three Witnesses, as stated in the Act of Process annexed, not examining 
more of the Crew, because they had left this Port in another Vessel (as stated 
by the Consignee of the said Schooner, Antonio Francisco de Azevedo.) Af- 
terwards proceeding to examine the Slaves, I found that none could speak the 
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Portugueze language, although they were not quite untanght Negtoes, but I 
found: that they, for the most.part, spoke the Creole language, which 1s com- 
mon.in the District of Cacheu, a great part being Creoles born there, and who, 
on being asked in that language by a Negro accidentally present, declared 
that they belonged to Donna Roza de Carvalho Albuquerque, [Alvarenga, ] 
and her Sons, and were going to their Estate in St. Jago, in the Cape de 
Verd. This is what [ can inform your Excellency, who will determine 
what may be according to justice. 


Maranham, February 10, 1826. 


(Signed) DOMINGOS JOZE RODRIGUES DE SA. VIANNA. / 


The Secretary of Government, 
(Signed) = Joaquim Ferrerra Franca. — 


Mem.—The Act of Process is not copied or translated, because it is very’ 
voluminous, and does not contain any further evidence or fact. 


(Signed) | ROBERT HESKETH. 


Second Enclosure (K.) in No. 72. (Translation.) 


Order of the President of Maranham, regarding the Entry of the Slaves 


brought by the “ Carolina.” 


IT appearing from the Act of Investigation, which I ordered to be instituted 
by the Judge of the Custom-House of this City, and which remains in the 
Secretary’s Office of this Government, that the Slaves brought by the Bra- 
zilian Schooner ‘‘ Carolina,” belong to the Widow and Sons of Major Joao 
Pereira Barreto ; these Slaves being accompanied by one of those Sons, Manoel 
Pereira Barreto, and that they were obtained bond fide, the Administrator.of 
the Custom-House will admit them to entry (‘‘ a despacho,”) in virtue of 
the Avizo, which will be presented to him by the said Manoel Pereira Barreto, 
giving at the same time satisfactory Bond for the Slaves, Schooner, and any 
Cargo which may be on board. In this manner let it be executed. 


(Signed) BARROS, President. 
Maranham, Government- House, February 15, 1826. 


a 
No. 73. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.— (Received May 15.) 


Sir, | Maranham, March 9, 1826. 
AS it will appear from the Reports of the Trade. at Maranham, that 


there have bcen more Slaves imported during 1825, than was the case in 


the preceding Year, I have the honour to state, that these Slaves were for the 
chief part sent here, in consequence of the great scarcity of Provisions in the 
Province of Ceara, and not for the purpose of ‘lraffick, distress having forced 
their Masters reluctantly to part with them. 

I beg leave to enclose a Copy of the Annual Statement transmitted to His 
Majesty’s Consul-General, at Rio de Janeiro,* oe all the particulars of 
the Importation of Slaves into Maranham, during the Year 1825. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETHI: 
&c. &c. &e. . 


* See Second Enclasure in No. 42. 
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No. 74. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 15.) 
(Extract.) Maranham, March 11, 1826. 


HAVING on the 8th instant had the honour to report the Case of the 
© Carolina,” the detention of the Vessel carrying that Despatch, enables me 
to add the following particulars : | 

~ When the Slaves were seized, on the 6th instant, by the Legal Authority, 
only 113 were found, the Owner stating that the 20 Negroes who were miss- 
ing bad died*. | 

To day I am informed that, out of the number seized, 3 Negroes have 
since died, and that, of the 110 now living, 77 are deposited in this Town, 
and 33 remain sick at the Lazaretto +. 

I suspect that the greatest portion of the 23 Negroes said to be dead, have 
been sold ; and I am attempting to investigate satisfactorily the truth. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
- &e. C. 


&e. & 
* 133 landed + 77 at Maranham 
113 seized on 6th March . 36 left sick at Lazaretto 
20 reported to have died before 313 alive on 6th March 
seizure, 3 reported dead siuce 


oe 


110 living 11th March. 


No. 75. — 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.— (Received June 6.) 


(Extract.) 3 Maranham, April 17, 1826, 


THE last Communication which I had the honour to make respecting the 
Negroes landed from the Schooner “ Carolina,” was in the Despatch, dated 
March 11th of the present Year. : 

On the 13th of March, I succeeded in ascertaining from the Negroes them- 
selves, who were landed from the “ Carofina,” that, up to that date, only 
11 had died, and that 12 were removed alive, making together 23 Negroes, 
the number reported to me as dead, when my last Communication was trans- 
mitted. On the following day I addressed to his Excellency the President, 
a Letter, complaining of those irregularities, a Copy of which I beg leave to 
enclose. 

I also enclose a Translation of his Excellency’s Reply, and also of the Ad- 
monition sent by: the President to the Judge. 

As I found that his Excellency was doubtful how far the Slave Treaties with 
His Most Faithful Majesty were now acted upon at the Port of Rio de 
Janeiro, I sent to tis Excellency, with my Despatch, Copies of the Corres- 

ndence and Documents, in the 61st and 62d pages of the Slave-trade 

pers, marked (B), presented to Parliament in the Year 1825 : those Copies 
were transmitted to the Ouvidor, and are alluded to in the Admonition. 

On the Night of the 15th of March I had information where 2 of the Ne- 
groes landed from the ‘* Carolina,” (and some of those reported as dead) were 
concealed: by applying to the President they were apprehended, and again’ 
sent to the Deccae Notwithstanding this occurrence, and the allusion 
J made to the President, of the improper conduct of the Ouvidor’s subordinate 
Officer, and of the Person who had charge of the Negroes, both these Individuals 
continue in their Situations; and when the 2 Negroes were found, it was as- 
serted that they were part of the 9 Slaves included in the Crew of the 
<< Carolina.” oe 

As I humbly conceive that all the Slaves shipped on board the ‘‘ Carolina” at 
Cacheo, are to be dealt with alike, I addressed a Note to the President on the 
20th of March, a Copy of which,and a Translation of the Answer, I also enclose. 
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I am informed that the Caulker and Carpenter of the “ Carolina,” who are 
both Slaves, were sold, and I have well-founded hopes of discovering the Pur- 
chasers of those 2 Negroes, as well as 10 more. 

On the 2ist March, I made a full Report of all these occurrences to Fis 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janciro, transmitting Copies of what [ 
had the honour to communicate to the Foreign Office, up to the 11th of that: 
Month. At the time my Despatch was sent to Rio de Janciro, it was cur- 
rently reported, that the Case of the ‘ Carolina” would be sent at once for 
decision to the Mixed Commission in that Port; but it has proved otherwise,’ 
the Parties having brought it before the Relacam of this City. Being 
anxious to Report the latest Proceedings in the Case of the “ Carolina, I 
addressed a Letter on the 14th instant to the President, asking for infor-’ 
mation, as to the decision of the Relacam, and the number of all the 
Negroes now in the Deposit, including those landed as part of the Cargo, and: 
those in the Muster-Roll of the Crew ; but I regret to add, that the Answer: 
which was sent, a Translation of which I enclose, is very unsatisfactory: 
on both points, the decision being still delayed, and a clear and correct state- 

“ment respecting the Negroes evaded. | 

In the statement there is no reference to the 133 Negroes originally landed, 
and it is made to appear. that 5 more Negroes have died since my last Report, 
dated the 11th ultimo; the total number in the Deposit. being on the 14th’ 
instant only 105, independent of the 2 Negroes which are sull declared to 
belong to the Crew. , | 

I have acquainted the Consul-General, that the Master and Second Officer’ 
of the ‘‘ Carolina” were put into confinement on the 16th of March, but, 
from what is occurring with regard to the Negroes, [ do not expect that the 
Law will be put into full force against those 2 Persons, one of whom (the 
Master), says, that he is the Owner; but the Supercargo, one:of Barreto’s 
Sons, is at large. 

I have also made known to His Majesty’s Consul-General, that an establish- 
ment at Cacheo, which has been carrying on the Slave-trade, lias tor Years. 
past been purchasing there Negroes from the Interior; keeping them at 


f 


Cacheo 2 or 3 Years, and ultimately shipping them to the Cape de Verd: 


Islands, or elsewhere ; and when sending them to this Country, appealing to 
the pretended authority of the ‘‘ Avizo” of 1817. ' 

I have ascertained that the Schooner ‘ Carolina” is 80 tons British 
measurement. : (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, : 


fe. Sc. &c. 


First Enclosure in No. 75. ae 
Mr, Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 
Sir, | * 3 Maranham, March 14, 1826. 


IT is with great pain that I am obliged, by publick duty, to call your Excel- 


kency’s attention to the following circumstances; under the conviction, that if 


your Exccllency’s observation was not necessarily confined more immediately 


to matters of equal importance, connected with the duties of the highest Au- 


thority, I should have been spared this paintul task of complaint. 


After your Excellency had assigned to the competent Trnbunal the full’ 
investigation of the Case of the Schooner “ Caradina,” and the Negroes landed’ 


from her, the ‘* Ouvidor do Crime,” on the 6th instant, seized both that Vessel 
and the Negroes, according to the Alvara of 26th January 1818, that 
Alvara having for its object the upholding of the Stipulations in the Treaty for 
the Abolition of the Slave-trade to the Northward of the Line. It is needless: 
to repeat the penalties which the said Alvara enforces on those found guilty 
of an infraction of that Treaty; but it is to the point to remark, that the only 


procecdings which have taken place, have been hitherto contined to the Vessel’ 


and Negroes. 
29 
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- IT have been mindful of all the proceedings with the latter, and I find that 
133 Negrocs were landed, and that when the “ Ouvidor” seized them, 20 were 
reported as dead. 

. On the 11th instant I was also informed, that, of the 113 seized, 3 more 
were dead, leaving, thus, 110 Negroes living on the 11th instant, af which 77 
were in health, and the remainder sick ; and this I reported to His Britan- 
nick Majesty’s Government on the 11th instant. 

Since then I have learnt that only 11 Negroes died at Bomfim, that 5 
avere removed from thence alive before the seizure, and 7 after the seizure, 
from the Deposit in this Town; these two unlawful removals of the Negroes, 
with the number really dead, forming the exact number of 23, reported to me 
as dead on the 11th instant. 

I doubt not that iw a short time I shall be able to inform your Excellency 
who were the Purchasers of those 12 Negroes; but, in the mean time, I 
confine myself to the fact, that they did not die, and that an outrage has been 
committed against your Excellency’s commands; and I am also inclined to 
believe, against the confidence reposed by the Ouvidor in his subordinate 
Officer, and the Person intrusted with the duty of ‘‘ Depositario.” 

To-day I was also informed by the ‘ Depositario” himself, that 2 more 
Negroes were dead, and I suspect that I shall soon have proof that they also 
were removed alive. | 
. Under these circumstances, I am called upon to protest before your Excel- 
lency, against the very great negligence of the “ Ouvidor do Crime” in this 
matter. A negligence which not only renders ineftective the Measures of the 
Alvara, but also renders nugatory the Stipulations of the Treaty ; so that 
the conduct of the ‘“‘Ouvidor doCrime” becomes indecorous to both the Crowns 
interested in the Treaty, and it is most evident that your Excellency will not 
allow such infractions. 

Under that persuasion, I have thus applied most urgently to your Excel- 
Jency, in order that your Excellency may take such steps towards those who 
are responsible for the appearance of the Negroes, as your Excellency may 
deem fit; and also may adopt the requisite measures respecting the deposit 
of the Negroes, aud the subordinate Officer of the above-mentioned Ouvidor. 

; _ I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
His Excellency Pedro José da Costa Barros. | 


Second Enclosure in No. 75. | (Translation.) 


The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, Maranham, March 15, 1826. 
I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your Letter, dated yesterday, in which 


you make it appear that you are persuaded, that a part of the Slaves arrived 
from Cacheu by the Schooner ‘“ Caro/ina,” stated as forced into this Port, 
have been sold to different Persons before there is any decision on their Case, 
such Slaves at the same time being reported as dead ; -and also that you are 
suspicious that the Judge intrusted with this Case, has conducted himself 
with little circumspection respecting it, and that you will even be able in 
a little time to declare who were the Purchasers of those Slaves; all which 
may have happened without the knowledge of that Judge, of whose rectitude 
and disinterestedness [ am convineed: all which it is in truth expedient to 
inquire into, in order that no infractions of the Treaty may be committed, the 
rigorous observance of which is so necessary. 

I state in answer, that this very day I have transmitted to that Judge a 
Copy of your Communication, together with the other Documents relating 
to the subject, which you yesterday delivered to me, in order that he should, 
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with a full knowledge of the Case, proceed according to Law, remaining 
responsible to His Imperial Majesty tor his decisions in this respect, I being 
prohibited from meddling in judicial forms, by the Carta de Ley of the 
20th of October 1823. You may therefore rest assured that I shall be most 
content to find the Law observed in every respect, and that whatever repre- 
sentations you may have to make to me upon this subject, will, according to 
wiat is determined by Law, be transmitted by me to that Judge. 
God preserve you. 


(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS. 
hiobert Hesketh, Esq. | 


Third Enclosure in No. 75. 
The President of the Province of Maranham to the Quvidor- General. 


Maranham, March 15, 1826. 


I FRANSMIT under the signature of the Secretary, Copy of the Trans- 
tation of a Despatch which was directed to me, under yesterday’s date, by 
His Britannick Majesty’s Consul, and also two Documents which were 
delivered to me, in order that, taking them into consideration, you may use all 
vigilance respecting the Slaves lately arrived from Cacheu in the Schooner 
“* Carolina,” particularly recommending to you the observance of the 
Treaties in this respect, as { have given up all interference in such an affair, 
appertaining, as it does, to the Judicial Authority. You, Sir, remaining from 


‘henceforth responsible to His Majesty The Emperor for any infraction of the - 


Law in similar Cases. God preserve you. 


| (Signed) BARROS, President. 
H. E. Sn’ Joze Bonifacio d Araujo Azambuja. 7 


- Fourth Enclosure in No. 75. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Sie, | | Maranham, March 20, 1826. 
HAVING this day been informed that, of the 9 Negroes reported as part 


of the Crew of the Schooner “ Carolina,” from Cacheo, some have been sold; 


it is my duty to acquaint your Excellency therewith, that your Excellency — 


may order such measures in respect of those 9 Negroes, as Your Excellency 
may deem expedient. I have the honour to be, &c. 


H. E.Srt Pedro Joxe da Costa Barros. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


Fifth Enclosure in No. 75. . (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 
Srp, 7 Maranham, March 21, 1826. 


I HAVE received your Despatch, dated the 20th instant, and I caused it to 
be transaaitted to the “ Doutor Ouvidor Geral do Crime,” with whom that 
affair is lodged, as I have frequently made known to you. 

‘God preserve vou. 
: (Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. . . G 
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Sixth Enclosure in No. 75. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham., 


Sir, Maranham, April 14, 1826. 


HAVING by the last departure to England made known to His Britannick 
Majesty’s Government the seizure of the “ Carolina,” and the Negroes landed 
from her; and those Proceedings on the part of the competent Authority 
being intimately connected with the execution of the Treaty for the abolition 
of the Slave-trade to the Northward of the Line, and, therefore, of particular 
interest; I feel called upon to add to that Report, by a Vessel departing 4 
days hence. Under these circumstances, I bey leave most respectfully to ask 
your Excellency, whether the Judicial Authorities have come to any Decision 
in the Case of the Schooner ‘* Carolina.” . 

I also flatter myself that your Excellency will agree with me in deemmrg it 
expedient, that after all which has occurred, as to the number of Negroes 
seized, my Report should be exact on that point; with this view I most 
respectfully solicit that your Excellency may be pleased to direct, that I should 
be furnished with an exact Statement of the number of Negroes now deposited, 
specifying those landed as the Cargo of the Schooner “ Carolina,” and those 
which appear as part of the Crew of that Vessel. 

I have the honour, &c. | 
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
H. E. Snr. Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. 


Seventh Enclosure in No. 75. (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. . 


SIR, | Maranham, April 17, 1826. 


I TRANSMIT, for your information, the enclosed Documents relating to 
the Case of the Schooner “ Caroéina,” and the Slaves brought by her, which 
Documents were for this purpose sent to me by the competent Judge. 

_God preserve you. 


(Signed). PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. : 


Eighth Enclosure in No. 75. (Translation.) 
Report of the Ouvidor-General of the Criminal Court. 


Most ILLustrious AND EXCELLENT SIR, Maranham, April 15, 1826. 


IN Answer to your Excellency’s Letter, dated Yesterday, enclosing one 
from Mr. Robert Hesketh, His Britannick Majesty's Consul in this City, I 
have the honour to state to your Excellency, that, in the course cf 2 or 3 
days, the Sentence in the Case of the Schooner “ Carolina,” and the Slaves 
brought by her will be published. 

With this Declaration, and the enclosed Certificate, I have satisfied the 
request of the said Consul, which your Exccllency will have the goodness to 
eommunicate to him, and if the step appears strange to your Excellency of 
transmitting this Communication through your Excellency, instead of making 
it direct to the said Consul, I will readily explain the reason. 

7 God preserve your Excellency. 

The Dezer- Ouvidor Geral do Civel e Interino do Crime, .« 
(Signed) FRANCISCO CARNEIRO PINTO VIEIRA DE MELLO. 


H. E. Snr. Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. 
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Niath Enclosure in No. 75. __ Translation.) 
Certificate of the Number of Negroes in the Deposit. 


1, MARCELLINO JOZE DE AZEVEDO PERDIGAO, certify, that 
there were scized and deposited by this Tribunal, 113 Staves belonging to the 
Cargo of the Schooner “ Carolina,” of whom 8 died in the Deposit, there 
being in the Deposit this day 105 Slaves, and 2 more who were taken from 
Urbano Joze Gomes, and who belong to the Crew of the said Schooner. 

The above is the truth,— 


(Signed) MARCELLINO JOZE DE AZEVEDO PERDIGAO. 
Maranhao, 14th April 1826. 


cf 


No. 76. 


Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 6.) 


«Sar, Maranham, April 20, 1826. 


HAVING been only this Evening informed, that the voyage of the Schoo- 
ner ** Carolina” from Cacheo, was declared to be illegal by the Relacam, of 
this City, before which Court the Case was pending, as stated in my Des- 
patch of the 17th instant, I hasten to communicate this satisfactory intelli- 

ence. 7 | 
. The Sentence was registered yesterday, but nothing respecting it was 
known till this Evening. I have not yet received any Othcial Communication 
on the subject ; but Iam told that the freedom of the Negroes by the ‘ Caro- 
lina” is decreed. | | 

The Vessel taking this Despatch sails early to-morrow Morning, and I re- 
gret that my present Report of the Sentence 1s not fuller; but I shall obtain 
and transmit a Copy thereof by the first departure. 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Ri cht Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


&c. &c. 


| No. 77. 
| Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 19.) 


(Extract.) | Maranham, May 6, 1826. 


. IN reference to my Despatch, dated April 20, I have now the honour to 
state, that, on applying to his Excellency the President of the Province, I 
obtained a Copy of the Sentence in the Case of the Schooner * Carolina,” 
and consequently transmit, enclosed, Translations of every Document sent by 
his Excellency relating to such Sentence. 

. No steps have been yct taken to distribute the Negroes, nor has it yet been 
formally made known to them that they are now free. 

_ By the Alvara of January 26, 1818, the “‘ Ouvidor,” or Provincial Judge, is 
the Peison authorized to take charge of the Negroes, and to distribute them. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
&c.. &c. 0: : | 


First Enclosure in No. 77. (Translation.) 


' The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, 7 : Maranham, May 5, 1826. 
‘. I TRANSMIT, by the enclosed Document, a Certificate of the Sentence 
30 | 
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of the Rellagao, — in the Case of the seizure of. the Negroes who arrived 
from Cache on board the Schooner “ Carolina,” as requested by you in the 
Letter of the 39th of April now last past. God preserve you. 


eas _ (Signed PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARRO 
Robert Hesheth, Esq. — ° 


Second Enclosure in No. 77. (Translation.) 
The Ouvidor-General to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Mosr Exce.ent anv Iniusrrious Sir, Maranham, May 3, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency, in the enclosed Docu- 
ment, a Certificate of the Sentence of the Rellacao, passed in the Case of 
the seizure of the Negroes, who arrived from Cacheu on board the Schooner 
“ Carolina,” and which was required by His Britannick Majesty’s Consul in 
his Letter to your Excellency, dated the 29th of April last, a Copy of 
which your Excellency transmitted to me, directing that it should be com- 
plied with, in your Excellency’s Letter, dated the 30th of the samé Month. 

God preserve your Excellency. | 
. The Dez Ouvidor Geral do Crime, 
(Signed) JOZE BONIFACIO DE ARAUJO AZAMBUJA. 


HI. E. Snr. Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. 


| Third Enclosure in No. 77. | (Translation.)} 
Sentence in the Case of the Schooner “ Carolina.” 


LET the Scrivener Marcellino, Jose de Azevedo Perdigao, acting in the 
Case of the Seizure of the Schooner ‘“ Carolina,” and ot the Slaves brought 
on beard that Vessel from the Port of Cacheu to this City, certify at the foot 
of the present, the tenour of two Sentences given as a final dectston on the 


said Case. . 
‘Marankam, March 2, 1826. (Signed) AZAMBUJA. 


I, Marcellino, Jose de Azevedo Perdigao, Owner of the Office of Escrivio | 


in the “Ouvedoria Geral do Crime,” and in the Police Office, by grant of His 

Imperial Majesty, whom God preserve, &c. &c. | : 
Certify, that the Sentences mentioned in the above Order, are of the 

following tenour :— | _ - 

It is ee in the Rellacdo, &c. &c., having considered the Case of the 
Seizure of the Schooner “ Carolina,” Victor Nobis de Britto, Master, which 
put into this Port on the 28th of January of the present Year, in consequence 
of what is set forth in the Note of Protest, page 17, having on board 133 Slaves, 
of whom Manoel Pereira Barreto declares himself Owner, and who were 
transported from the District of Cacheu, a Seizure having been made of such 
Slaves and the said Schooner, because no proper Passport appeared, &c., a$ 
declared in pages 29 and 32. The said Owner alleging in his own defence, 
the substance of his pleadings in page 48, declaring, that such Slaves belong 
to him, the said Defendant, and to his Mother and Brothers; that he departed 
from Cacheu on board the said Schooner, on the 6th of January of the present 
Year, destined to the Island of St. Jago, in the Cape de Verds, where he in- 
tended to employ them in Establishments which he possesses there ; but that 
when in Latitude 9. 7. 47. North, and Longitude 23. 37. West, a Vessel was 
discovered which created suspicion, as pointed out in Note of Protest, page 17, 
and that on this account they put into this Port; so that, consequently, such 
Slaves were not purposely brought hither, but even if they had, it was allow- 
aisle-to'do v0, by the Additional Article in the Treaty of 22d January 1815, 


because said Slaves were “ bond fide” his domesticks, more particularly as he, 
the said Defendant, possesses Landy in this Province, in the ctrttivation of which 
the Slaves could be employed : further alleging, that the Avizo of 4th April 
1817, in the 6th page, by which His Most Faithful Majesty granted to the 
Defendant’s Father, permtssion to remove from Cacheu to this City, with two 
of his Sons, esch of whom being likewise allowed to bring their respective 
Families and Slaves, &c. Onexamining all which, and other matters relating 
to the Case, it appears that the Defendant, being obliged to prove clearly and 
fully that the Slaves seized, asin page 29, were bond fide his domesticks, 
presenting a proper Passport and Certificate, according tuo the directions and 
. form stipulated in the Additional Convention of 28th July 1817 (which, 
although destined for Merchant-vessels engaged in the licit Slave-trade, aever- 
theless, contains principles and rules applicable to the present Case), to the end 
that the presentation of such regular Bacoments may exclude the proceedings 
of the Imperial Treasury, which are founded on right, and in virtue of which 
the Contraband is judged fully proved, transferring to the accused, in similar 
‘ cases, the obligation to prove his innocence of the imputed crime; it being 
requtred that such proof be always so far clear and current, as 1s necessary 
to exclude a presumption of right, according to the 17th Chapter, 6th para- 


graph, of the Statutes of the “ Junta do Commercio” of 12th December 1756,. 


contirmed by the Alvara of 16th of December of said Year. | 
- And farther, that in order to consider the Slaves so removed as bond fide 
domesticks, it appears from the Case, that the Defendant is far from proving, 
with a legitimate Passport, or, with a competent Certificate, the quality of such: 
of the Slaves as are bond fide his domesticks :— Primo,—Because the Passport 
in page 14 was eranted in Villa da Praia, on 26th January 1824, to Dona 
Roza de Carvalho e Alvarenga, the Wife ot Major Joao Pereira Barreto, in 
order that she might remove from the District of Cacheu to the Island of St. 
Jago, the Capital of the Province of Cape de Verd, with her Family, consisting 
of 300 Persons, more or less, on board the Portuguese Brig “Apollo,” of which 
was Master, a Lieutenant in the Royal Marine, Mauricio Joze Alves; and 
from the Case, it is proved, that the Slaves which are seized, as in page 29, 
departed from Cacheu on 6th January of this Year, in the Schooner “ Caro- 
lina,” Vietor Nobre de Britto, Master, it being certain that such a Passport 
could net be availed of by a different Person, for a different Vessel, for’ an 
undeternrined space of time, contrary to what is established in the said forms, 
and even because it is repugnant that for such a short voyage, a Passport should 
be provided with an anticipation of two Years. Secundo,—Because the Pass- 
fe in page 15 was granted at Para, on the 17th March 1825, allowing the 
razHian Schooner “ Carolina” to go to Gibraltar.and return to Para, without 
specifying any other Port, either in going or returning, and consequently, that 
with this Passport the said Schooner could not, in contormity to the Maritime 
Laws, alter her voyage by going to the Island of St. Jago or Cacheu, without 
just cause, which should be alleged and proved; and as it is one and the same 
thing, the want of a gid le as the having one which is irregular and unlaw- 
ful, 14 comes to pass, under such circumstances, according to the Maritime, 
Laws of all the civilized Nations of Europe, which in the present Case are 
made subsidiary, in virtue of the Law of 18th August 1769, that the Captain, 
or Master, of the said Schooner, is rendered suspicious of contraband and frau- 
‘dulent designs, and the said Schooner made liable to. seizure in this Country, 
and even on the high Seas, where she could be captured and treated as a 
Pirate ; it furthermore accruing, that this defect in the Passport prevents from 
being corroborated, with proper proof and authenticity, the Note of Protest 
on putting into this Port, page 17. Tertio,—Because that essential and 
indispensable Certificate required in the aforementioned Additional Conven- 
tion 1s not produced. Quarto,—Because the Avizo of the 4th April 1818, in 
page 6, ought to be understood as granted for only one voyage to Major, 
Sok Pereira Barreto, and his two Sons, Manoel Pereira Caldas and An- 
tonio Pereira Barreto, and not the Defendant, who ought not to he under , 
stood as comprehended in the above favour, because all Imperial favours 
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are always’ restricted to what they express, as is declared by many “ Op- 
denacoens”. of the Empire.. Besides all which, the proof by Witnesses, 
with which it is attempted to remedy the defects in the Passpurt of the 
Schooner “ Carolina,” from Cacheu to the Island of St. Jago, and to make it 
appear, that the quality of the Slaves, bund fide domesticks, is not so clear 
and current as, according to the Alvara of 16th December 1756, is required, 
in order to exclude a presumption of right established in favour of the Impe- 
rial Treasury, and to hinder, in the present case, the Freedom of the Slaves, 
to which they are entitled in virtue of the Alvara of 26th January 1818 :— 
Primo,—Because, in the opinion of said right, the Witnesses who are taken 
from the Crew of a Vessel, generally, give their testimony either from mere 
reverential concurrence, or under an interest to conceal their own errors and 
misdeeds, and are, on that account, always considered suspicious. . Secundo, 
— Because it is repugnant to the Maritime Laws and Police Regulations, that 
a Vessel should go trom Cacheu to the Island of St. Jago, without Passport. 
Tertio,—Because it having been thought necessary to the Defendant to have.a 
Passport for himself and two Servants, in the granting of which there could 
‘not be any of the said legal objections, it ought to have been much more 
necessary for the Vessel and the Slaves she brought, in case they were dond 
fide Domesticks, it being very easy to have included them in the Passport 
granted to the Defendant for himself and two Servants, in page 55. Quarto,— 
Because the said mentioned Slaves do not discover, by their habits, customs, 
or by their religious or civil education, any symptoms or demonstration of 
having received domestick treatment in the Family of the Defendant. It-re- 
sulting from all the foregoing, that the fraudulent procceding of the Defendant, 
together with the Crew of the said Schooner, is manifest, in order to accom- 
plish the illicit Trathck expressly prohibited by the first Article of the said 
‘Treaty of 22d January 1815 ; and it not appearing on the other hand, that the 
said Slaves are within the meaning of the Additional Article of that Treaty : 
Therefore, on that account, and other matters of the Case, notwithstanding 
the pleadings of the Defendant, which have been rejected, they do judge as 
| the apprehension and seizure specified in page 29, and do condemn 
the Defendant in the loss of the Slaves, whom they declare free, to ‘be appro- 
priated to such service as is in conformity to the Alvara of 26th January 1818, 
paragraph 5th, and further condemn him in costs; and order that the Owner 
and respective Officers of the said Schooner be proceeded against according 
to right, the same not having yet pleaded. , 


Maranham, April 18, 1826. (Signed) MELLO. | 
e DUARTE. . 
| | . VIEIRA BELFORD. 
Present, (Signed) BarRRADAS. — ewe 
| | . Published in the Office of the Scrivener, _ | 
Maranham, April 19, 1826. : (Signed) © .- MELLO. 


‘It is decreed in the Rellacao, &c. Notwithstanding the pleadings, page 108, 
which are not received, owing to their subject matter, that on reviewing this 
Case, the Sentence thereon be executed, the Defendant paying costs. | 


Maranham, April 29, 1826. — (Signed) © MELLO. 
| ' DUARTE. 
| VIEIRA BELFORD. 
‘Present, (Signed) Barrabas. 
Published by my Scrivener, 
Maranham,.April, 29, 1826. (Signed) MELLO. 


And nothing further was contained in the said Sentences, which ‘I have 
faithfully transcribed from the Originals, to which’! refer, and with which I 
have compared this Certificate, and find it agreeing therewith in all things, 
éxcepting the correction of mistakes. The above being the truth. Maranham, 
ad May 1826. 1, Marcellino Jozede Azevedo Perdigao, having closed and 
signed'it. . 

- (Signed) MARCELLINO JOZE DE AZEVEDO PERDIGAO. 
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No. 78. 
Mp. Secretary Canning ‘to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


x 


Sir, _ Foreign Office, June 22, 1826. 


I HAVE received your Despatches up to the 6th of May, and I approve, 
highly of the proper watchfulness and sound discretion which marked the. 
— course which you have taken on the subject of the Schooner ‘* Carolina,”. 


whose voyage with Slaves from Cacheo has at length, I am happy to find, 
been pronounced illegal, and her Slaves liberated. 


' In the event of sg steps not being taken for securing to the Negroes. 
mancipation, you will acquaint His Majesty’s Consul-. 
General at Rio de Jaheiro with the Proceedings, and with your opinion as to. - 


the benefit of their 


the Measures which should be adopted for attaining this desirable object ; in 


order that he may make to the Government of Brazil, such a representation. 
for that purpose as the case shall appear to him to require ; and you will con- 


tinue to send to me Copies of the Correspondence which may take place upon 
the occasion. 


Iam, &e. 
ar (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. cc 
No. 79. 


John Bidwell Esq. to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


SIR, | Foreign Office, July 15, 1826. 


IN reference to your request for Instructions, as to the disposal of two 
Negroes, who were purchased out of Monies belonging te the late Contribu- 
tion Fund, and whose services were applied to the use of the Hospital; I am 
directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to instruct you, to declare to them their 
immediate and complete Emancipation, and to render it authentick by some 
formal Document. : 

His Majesty’s Government, however, in making these poor Persons free, 
does not intend to throw them upon the World, so that they may fall into 
distress, and thence again probably into Slavery: you will enquire whether 
their Services can be made useful in any British Hospital which may be 
established at Maranham, and, should that be the case, you will offer to them 
employment at a fair and liberal hire for their free labour: If their Services 
should not be required in this way, you will seek out for them elsewhere 
some employment, where they will be comfortable and well treated ; you will 
see to the fact of their being so treated, by personal examinations every halt 
Year ; and you will, until you can get them settled, make some arrangement 
for their maintenance, mcluding the expence thereof as an Item in the ac- 
count of Contingent Expences, for which you will have to draw upon His 
Majesty's Treasury. 

I am, &c. 


(Signed) JOHN BIDWELL. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. . 


3i ae. 


£29 
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No. 80. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received August 21.) 


(Extract.) Maranham, Juae 30, 1826. 


I BEG leave to enclose a Statement, shewing, that up to the 14th of April, 
the date of the last Official Report made to me regarding the Negroes landed 
from the.“ Carolina,” 19 Negroes were falsely reported as dead; and I have. 
the satisfaction to state that, ot these, 5 Negroes are already found. 

The distribution of the Negroes took place about the middle of last Month, 
and was effected by the “ Ouvidor da Commarca,” or Provincial Judge. 

When all the Negroes were distributed, one of them, called Nicholas, who 
had acted as nurse on board the Vessel, and who is a weaver by trade, and 
quite master of the Portuguese language, declared to the Judge, that his wife 
was forcibly taken trom him while the Negrocs were in the Deposit; and 
that although she was reported as dead, he knew the Person who had pur- 
chased her trom the Deposit. : } 

The Negress was sent for by the Distributor and restored to her husband, 
who then declared that 7 men and 7 women had been at different times taken 
away from the Deposit of the Negroes; that they, as well as the Caulker and 
Carpenter of the ‘ Carolina” were alive, and not dead, as certified in the Do- 
cuments produced by those who had charge of the Negroes. -.. es 

The Distributing Judge caused the Caulker and Carpenter to be produced ; 
but the Caulker, with the Negro Nicholas, were sent to a Plantation, and 
told that they must work as Slaves for 14 Years, before they cuuld be free. 

Both these Negroes are perfectly able to get their livelihood in this ‘Town by 
their respective Trades, instead of which they have been both put to a sort of 
work, that can only benefit their :mployers. 

During the distribution, there were many applications for Negroes by 
Persons who exercised handicraft Trades, but they were chiefly refused, and 
the greatest portion of Negroes has been given to Planters ; some of whom I 
am toid, received 10 and more Negroes each; and all those Negroes will no 
doubt be sent up the Country to Plantations, where their fate, as Slaves, will 
probably be sealed. 

The Distributor informed me, that all who took Negroes, signed a Bond 
with certain Conditions, and I fully expect that he will furnish me with a. 
Copy of that Bond, and a List of the Persons who have received the Negroes, 

ecifying how many each; but neither Document has been yet sent. 
The Right eer om (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 

Gc. Ce. C. - 


Enclosure in No. 80. 


Statement respecting the Negroes landed from the ‘ Carolina.” 


‘Negroes on board the Schooner “Carolina,” reported, on eae 13 


as Cargo - - - - . 
Ditto, as part of the Cre - = = -= 2 2 - - @Q 


Total - - - 142. 


Negrocs reported alive on the 14th April, of the Cargo - - 105 
| of the Crew - . 9 


—— 107 
35 
The remainder of the Crew, which was never deposited - - = 7 


Number of Negroes declared to be dead by Statement of 14th April - 28 
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The true Statement regarding the above 28 Negroes reported: as dead : 


Number of Negroes who died at the Lazaretto - 2 - ~ 5§ 
Ditto ditto who dicd at the Deposit - - - - 4 
Total number of Deaths - at eee 9 
Sont to Para, for sale - - - 7 Women 
Taken away from the Deposit by the Person who 
had charge of the a eae Joze aa a i Men 
de Mattos - - - 
Sold to Urbano Joze Gakes - - ~ .2 Boys )& 5 
Sold in Maranham, to - 1 Woman | re 
Sold to Manoel Antonio, the Negro Tozé, Caulker £3 
1 Man ae 
of the Vessel - \ . #5 
Sold to Bomfica, the Negro, name unknown, Car-., p; fi é 
1tto $53 
penter of Ditto - - ae 
Number of Negroes falsely reported és be dead — ---+--+ - 19 
28 
Negroes dead on the 14th April - - - 9g 
Ditto fraudulently taken and sold - - 19 
Remainder of the Crew - - - 7 
Negroes reported alive on 14th April - - 107 


Total on board the * Carolina” on herarrival 142 
a 


No. 81. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received August 21.) 


Sir, | | | Maranham, July 5, 1826. 


Y HAVE the honour to make known that a Schooner, under Portuguese 
Colours, called “ Move de Margo,” Joze Fernandes de Pinho, Master, ot 
about 35 tons, arrived at this Port on the 25th ultimo, haviag, besides a Crew 
ot 12 Persons, 86 Negroes on board as a Cargo of Slaves. 

Fhe Vessel and Slaves were reported at the-Custom-House, as direct from 
Cabinda, and a Passport shewn, dated St. Jago, Cape. de Verd Islands, 24th 
November 1825, authorizing a Voyage to Cabinda; and the chief part of 
ha Slaves were landed at the Consignee's House, where they were carefully 


— circumstances.being suépicious, and althongh the Local Authorities 
had allowed the landing of the Slaves from the Schooner, I addressed a Letter, 
on the 29th ultimo, to his Excellency the President upon the subject, a Copy 
of which I beg leave to enclose, to ether with his Excellency’s Answer. 

On the following day I again addressed his Excellency, having ascertained 
that the Vessel came direct from the Cape de Verd Islands, and that most of 
the Slaves on board were Cacheo Negroes; a Copy of which Rene and of his 
Excellency’s Reply, I also beg leave to enclose. 

I am not aware of the steps taken by his Excellency to prove satisfactorily 
the fraudulent Entry of the “‘ Nove de ad ” but I am firmly convinced 
of the illegality of the voyage, and of the facility with which such illegality 
can be clearly proved, if proper measures be taken by the competent Au- 
thorities. 

It may be expedient to state, that a very fast sailing, American-built 
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Schooner, under the Brazilian Flag, called the “ Arsenia,” lately belonging 
to this Port, has been sold at Rio de Janeiro; and that I expect this Vessel 
will also attempt the importation of Slaves into this Place, trom prohibited 
Ports in Africa. | I kave the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, | (Signed) | ROBERT HESKETH. 
&e. | : : 2 - : 


First Enclosure in No. 81. - 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. ° 


| Maranham, June 29, 1826. 
Most Exce.ttent anv Ixxustrious Sir, | 


I BEG leave to acquaint your Excellency, that circumstances have come 
to my knowledge, since the arrival of the Portuguese Schooner “ Nove de 
Marco,” which lead me to suspect that the said Vessel, and the Negroes landed 
from her have arrived from an African Port to the Northward of the Line. 

: Being desirous not ‘to trouble your Excellency on this information alone, 
and at the same time to satisfy myselfas to the correctness of such a Report, 
I requested the Consignee of the Slaves to alow themi to be séen by a Per- 
son I sent, but this permission has been refused, although the Person went to 
the Consignee’s Elouse for the purpose both yesterday and to-day. 

It is now, therefore, my duty to state these suspicions to your Excellency, 
requesting that your Excellency may be pleased to order a proper Examina- 
ticn, to ascertain from the Negroes themselves, by the aid of Interpreters, 
the Nation to which they belonged on the Coast of Africa. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
Es Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Burros. : 


Second Enclosure in No. 81.° °° (Translation.) 


The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, | Maranham; June 30, 1826. 


I HAVE reccived your Letter, dated the 29th: instant, informing me 
‘that, since the arrival of the Portuguese Schooner “ Nove de Margo,” you 
have learnt certain occurrences which make you suspect that that Vessel, and 
the Negroes landed from her, came from some African Port to the N orthward 
_ of the Line; to which I reply, that the Passport, and: other Documents be- 
longing to the said Schooner, were examined in the Sceretary’s Office of this 
Govern ment-House, and trom them it appears that the Vessel is not one to 
which the Slave-trade Treaty has reference. However, I have ordered the 
competent Magistrate to proceed to an extra-judicial Examination, and I shall 
communicate to you the result. God preserve you. | 


Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) PEDRO JOSE DA COSTA BARROS, 


Third Enclosure in No. 81. 


Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


- 


_ Maranham, June 30, 1826. 
Mosr Exceiient anp Ixiustrriovus Sir, | | ) 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s Letter, in answer 


to the Communication I laid before your Excellency yesterday, respect 
the Schooner “ Nove de Marco.” y 22 FES PCCUne 
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Further information regarding that Vessel’s voyage again obliges me, in 
the discharge of my duty, to acquaint your Excellency, that 2 Negresses and 
1 Negro, all Cacheu Blacks, are now on board the Canoe “ Graca,” to sail 
this tide for Itapicuré ; and that those Negroes state they arrived in the said 
Schooner, direct from the Cape de Verd Islands, at this Port. 

These facts strengthening my suspicions regarding the Report made at the 
‘Custom-House by the Master of the said Schooner, I thus most respectfully 
submit them for your Excellency’s information. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
: (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
His Excellency Pedro Joxe da Costa Barros. a 


' 


Fourth Enclosure in No. 81. 


Lhe President of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, Maranham, June 30, 1820. 
I HAVE to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of this day’s date, 


in answer to the one I addressed to you respecting the Schvuoner ‘* Nove de 
Marco,’ and I shall take such measures as I deem requisite, regarding the sub- 
ject matter thercoft. God preserve you. 


Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS. 


; -s . ; ae eae ee 
No. 82. 


Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Recewed September 16.) 


(Extract.) Maranham, July 15, 1826. 

THE last Despatch of this Series, which I had the honour to transmit, 
was dated the 5th instant, and I then made known the arrival of the Schoo- 
ner * Nove de Marco ;” the suspicious circumstances of that Vessel’s entry 
at the Custom-House ; and the steps which I had, upto that date, taken to as- 
certain all the facts of the Case. | 

On the 6th instant [ received from his Excellency the President a Report, 
stating that a full investigation had taken place, and that the Slave-trade 
Treaty had not been infringed by the voyage of the Vessel in question. [ 
have the honour to enclose a ‘Translation of that Report. | 

I thought it my duty to remonstrate against the unsatisfactory nature of 
the Report, a Copy of which Remonstrance I also enclose. In it I made, 
among other solicitations, one, for a Copy of the Survey held on the Negroes ; 
and another, for a Copy of the Passport of the ‘* Nove de Marco;” and I 
enclose a Translation of his Excellency’s Reply to those solicitations. 

Early in the Morning of the 9th instant, I was informed that several Cacheo 
Negroes, who had arrived in the “ Nove de Marco,” had been shipped on 
board of a Canoe, being a decked Vessel for River navigation; and that the 
Canoe was to sail immediately for the interior of the Province. 

My first step was, to send on board of the Canoe my Clerk, accompanied 
by a Cacheo Negro, as Interpreter, to ascertain the fact; and they found in 
the hold of the Vessel 35 Cachco Negroes, the greatest part Women, who 
declared that they came direct from Cacheo, and were never in Cabinda. 

I made immediate communication of this occurrence to his Excellency the 
President, in a Despatch, a Copy of which I beg leave to enclose; and it 
was delivered to his Excellency at a quarter before 10 o’Clock, when the Canoe 
was still inside the Port, although under weigh. . 

The Canoe was, however, allowed to depart with the Negroes without any 
attempt being made to detain her for examination, although, owing to calm 
weather and a head-tide, it was ‘aasaaeed easy to recal her, even at 11 o’Clock. 
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Instead of that only effectual step, the President referred the matter to the 

Provincial Judge, and, at 2 o’Clock in the'Afternoon, I received from his Excel- 
', leney’s Aid-de-Camp the Letter, a Translation of which I have also enclosed. 

6 1 most. humbly submit, for your information, a Copy of the Letter, 
\. which, in answer thereto, | addressed to his Excellency on the 10th instant. 

[ regret that Pam also obliged to enclose a Trauslation of the unsatisfactory 
Answer his Excellency has thought fit to return to my Representations, and 
to my request that the Negroes, so improperly removed from just examination, 
should be brought back to this City. 

I nextaddressed a Letter to the Provincial Judge, requesting a Copy of the 
Passport of the ‘ Nove de Marco,” and of the Survey on the Nevroes, reter- 
ring, at the same time, to the President’s Orders, mentioned in the Enclosure 
numbered (3); but neither Document has been yet turnished to me. 

I have never been allowed to see the original Passport; but, as it is dated 
Cape de Verd, there is every reason to suspect that the ‘* Nove de Marco” 
was never at Cabinda. 

As for the irregularity of the Survey on the Negroes, it is not only proved 
by what L have ascertained, but even by the adinission in the President's last 
Communication. | | 

I enclose a Newspaper of this City, in which ts published his Excellency’s 
Report to me, being the Enclosure, numbered (1), and another Newspaper, 
containing his Excellency’s Order, prohibiting the registering of the Survey, 
although that 1s a customary measure. A Translation of the Order (8), is 
annexed to the Newspaper. 

From all the above mentioned circumstances, I am convinced, that the 
Voyage of the “* Nove de Margo,” is an infraction of the Slave-trade Treaty ; 
but I despair that this illegal act will meet a just investigation. 

L anxiously hope that my conduct in this Affair will be deemed conform- 
able with my duty, and worthy of your approbation: were such Proceedings 
allowed to pass with impunity, and the Importers of the Slaves by the ‘* Nova 
de Marco,” permitted to reap, without further molestation, the profits of their 
illegal acts, no regard would be ultimately paid by the subordinate Authori- 
ties to the Slave-trade Treaties ; and the Importation of Negroes from prohi- 
bited Ports, would become a channel of more frequent, and of less hazardous 
Trathck to this Place. . 

I beg leave to transmit, enclosed, a Description of the “Nove de Marco.” 
It is reported that she is to sail soon for the Cape de Verd Islands, and is 
ready for Sea. 

In order that His Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio Janeiro, may have 
early information of this Case, I shall transmit to him, by the first direct op- 
portunity, a Copy of this Report, and of its Enclosures. 


The Richt Ion. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
6 &e. ce. Ne. 


First Enclosure in No. 82. (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Afaranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Most I._iusrrious Sir, Mauranham, July 6, 1826. 


I TRANSMIT, enclosed, a Copy, under the Secretary’s Signature, of 
a Letter from the Ouvidor da Commarca, relative to the examination 
which I ordered of the Papers of the Schooner “ Move de ALargo,” lately ar- 
rived at this Port with Slaves, in order that you may be precisely informed, 
that those Slaves are not comprehended in the Treaty with England regards 


ing that Commerce. God preserve you. 
(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS. 


Robert Hesketh, Esq. 
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First Enclosure (A.) in No.-82, a (Translation.) 
The Ouvidor da Commarca to the President of the Province af Maranham. 


Most Exce.iEent AND ILLustrious Sir, Maranham, July 5, 1826. 
I TRANSMIT to your Excellency, the Examination I made of the Papers 


and Passport, with which the Schooner “ Move de Marco” was navigated 
from the Cape de Verd Islands to the Port of Cabinda, and from thence to 
this City ; and, by these Documents, and the Examination of the Negroes 
which were brought, it is known that they are not comprehended in the 
Treaty with England relative to such Commerce, as they are from Nations to 
the Southward of the Equator; which 1s afirmedon Oath by the two Merchants 
I summoned, as being well acquainted with such matters. This is all with 
which I can acquaint your Excellency, who will better judge by perusing the 
annexed Act of Survey. 
God preserve your Excellency. 


(Signed) | The Juiz d’ Alfandega, 
‘-LEOCADIO FERREIRA DE GOUVEA PIMENTEL BELLEZA. 
fis Ewcellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. 


Second Euclosure in No. 82. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Most ExcE._ent AND IL.ustrious Sir, Maranham, July 7, 1826- 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Let- 
ter, dated the 6th instant, transmitting a Copy of the Report from the 
Ouvidor da Comninarca, relative to the Survey on the Negroes brought by the 
Schooner “ Move de Margo.” 

_L have to inform your Excellency, that, under all the circumstances con- 
nected with the arrival of that Vessel, it is impossible for me to found, on the 
above-mentioned Report, a satisfactory Statement of that Case, for the infor- 
mation of His Britannick Majesty’s Government; the said Report not stating 
precisely, from whence, on the Coast of Africa, the Negrocs were originally 
brought, and nothing shewing that those Negroes were proved at the Custom- 
House to be such as the Passport allowed the Importation of; it being on the 
contrary ascertained, that some Cacheu Negroes arrived in the “ Nove de 
Mareo.” — 7 

The notorious impropricties committed at the Deposit ofthe Negroes by the 
“« Carolina,” will account why, in that Case, I imposed on myself the dis- 
agreeable task of representing such conduct to your Excellency, and will also 
shew that some of the subordinate Authorities have been regardless of their 
duty, when executing your Excellency’s Orders for the duc tulfilment of the 
Slave-trade Treaty with Great Britain. ; 

By such conduct on the part of some of those Authorities, it has been at- 
tempted to defeat the common object of your Excellency’s sincere wishes, and 
of my humble exertions. ‘ 

I, however, trust, that I shall not now be refused your Excellency’s ready 
and most availing assistance to ascertain satisfactorily.the exact Voyage of the 
«© Nove de Marco ;” so that the Reports of the Case in question sent to the 
Courts of Rio de Janeiro and of London, where your Excellency and myself 
are respectively responsible, may afford at both those Courts reciprocal satis- 
faction. | 

Feeling, from such reasons, confident of your Excellency’s support, I make 
the following Four solicitations ; the first, for a Copy of the Survey on the 
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Negroes landed from said Schooner: the second, for Copies of the Passport, 
and of the Muster-Roll; the third, for permission to sce the Negroes myself; 
and the fourth, for permission to see the Log-book of the ‘ Nove de Marco,” 
aud to have that Vessel measured. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. : 
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
His Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. 


Third Enclosure in No. 82. | (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Most Ixtiustrious Sir, Maranham, July 8, 1826. 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of the Letter you addressed to me 


on the 7th instant, relative to the Schooner “ Move de Marco,” and, in 
answer to its contents, I state that I have this day given the requisite orders 
to the ‘‘ Ouvidor da Commarca,” that he may satisfy you with what you 
require from me in that Letter. 

God preserve you. 


(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. 


Fourth Enclosure in No. 82. 
Mr, Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Most EXcE.iENT AND ILLusTRiovs Sir, Maranham, July 9, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s 
Letter of Yesterday’s date, and request your Excellency will be pleased 
to Embargo the Canoe “ Vencedora,” on board of which there are several 
Cacheu Negroes, brought by the Schooner ‘* Nove de Marco.” 

I have the honour to be, &c. | 

- (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 

His Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. 


Fifth Enclosure in No. 82. (Translation.} 
Captain Machado to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Mosr Ixtiustrious Sir, Maranham, July 9, 1826. 
HIS Excellency the President, Acting Military Governor of this Province, 
has charged me to transmit to you the Letter of the Acting ‘* Ouvidor da 
Commarca,” to whom was sent the one you addressed to his Excellency, in 
order that, by investigation, the needful measures might be taken. 
| | God apie you. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. . (Signed) JOAO CARLOS MACHADO. 


Fifth Enclosure (A.) in No. 82. — (Transtlation.) 
— The Ouvidor da Commarca to Captain Machado. 


Most I:tustrious Sir, _ Maranham, July 9, 1826. 

I HAVE received your Letter, and with it a Copy of the one transmitted 

to his seen | by the English Consul, in order that at the sight of it, or 
of its contents, I should inform bis Excellency thereof. 
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As soon as I received it, { directed my Orderly to go for the Master of the 
Canoe “ Vencedora,” in order to ascertain from him if there were any Cacheu 
Negroes on board; the Orderly, however, returning told me, that the said 
Canoe was, at 10 o'Clock, already out of the Port bound to that of Caxias. 
This is all { am able to acquaint you with. 

| God preserve you. 
(Signed) 
LEOCADIO FERREIRA DE GOUVEA PIMENTEL BELLEZA. 


The Most Illustrious Snr. Joao Carlos Machado, 
Captain and Aide-de-Camp. 


Sixth Enclosure in No. 82. : 


Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


_ Maranham, July 10, 1826. 
Most ExcetLenT AND ILiustrious Sir, 


HAVING yesterday Morning, the 9th instant, requested your Excellency 
to stop the Canoe ‘* Vencedora,” with several Cacheu Negroes on board, 
brought by the Schooner ‘‘ Move de Marco,” and the said Canoe being in 
this Port when your Excellency received my Letter, and continuing an 
hour after, within such distance, as to be easily stopt in the manner adopted 
by your Excellency in many other instances; and your Excellency having re- 
fused such my request, adopting instead the proceeding of ordering the ‘* Ou- 
¢vidor da Commarca” to investigate the matter, whose answer, stating that the 
Vessel had departed, I received several hours after my application to your 
Excellency: it follows that, instead of receiving any assistance from your 
Excellency, in the requisite steps to ascertain the exact voyage of the ‘‘ Nove 
de Marco,” your Excellency has refused me the means of bringing forward 
an undeniable proof of the false Entry made at the Custom-House by the 
Master of the said Vessel. | 
_ Although an investigation with that important object was commerccd with 
the knowledge, and under the sanction, of your Excellency, still 30 of the 
Negroes, by that identical Vessel, were allowed, without any demur, to leave 
this Port yesterday Morning, by a regular Licence from the Commander of the 
Police; and these 30 Negroes were found by the Person I sent on board the 
““Vencedora,” concealed in the hold. On the 30th altimo I informed your 
Excellency that 3 others of the Negroes, by the ‘Nove de Marco, were 
on board of the ** Graca,” but in both instances the Negroes have been allowed 
to be removed froin the reach of proper examination, and it is very possible 
that many others of the Negroes in question, have, without my knowledge, 
been also removed with the same view. 

If your Excellency be not determined to oppose all fair and effectual in- 
vestigation of this Case, and if your Excellency does not despise the sacred 
obligations of a Treaty between the two Crowns, your Excellency will take 
effectual steps to bring back to this City those Negroes landed from the 
“< Nove de Marco,” who have been sent into the interior of the Province, and 
who, I now most soleinnly certity to your Excellency, are all Cacheu Blacks. 

.But should your Excellency disregard this my last appeal, and continue in 
a course of measures totally ineffective. for the attainment of the Just and re- 
quisite investigation I have requested, your Excellency will then force me, in 
the due discharge of my duty, to transmit to the proper quarters, not only the 
most unpleasant Representations, but also the most serious Protests. — 
| | 7 I-have the honour to be, &c. 


| : (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
dis Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. | 
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Seventh Enclosure in No. 82. (Translation; ) 


The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Conset Hesketh. 


SIR, Maranham, July 12, 1826. 


I HAVE before me your Letter which I received at 1 o' Clock, on the 
10th instant. . 

Without bestowing on it much reflection, it shows itself labouring under 
two defects, which ought to have been kept from it; they are these: a want of 
correctness in some of your assertions, and the little propriety in the manner 
of expressing yourself, notwithstanding studied circumlocutions to soften the 
harshness of some terms, against which the respectful decency due to the 
Authority with which His Majesty The Emperor has been pleased to invest 
me appears to oppose itself. | 

In that Despatch you state, that having asked me to embargo the Canoe 
“© Vencedora,” with a quantity of Cacheu. Negroes on board, who had. arrived 
in the Schooner ‘‘ Move de Marco,” I refused that request, adopting the mea- 
sure of ordering the ‘ Ouvidor da Commarca” to proceed in an investigation 
of the Case, and that you only received my Answer, declaring that the Canoe 
had departed, four hours after you made the communication to me. 

Putting aside the novelty of your pretention to preseribe to me the exact 
time for answering your Letters, which is clearly inferred from the man- 
ner of your expressions ; it behoves me to state, that it was communicated 
to me, that the Canoe “ Vencedora” had already left the Port, which rendered: 
useless any immediate measure; besides which, the Canoe departing into 
the interior of the Province, where, in whatever place she may be, my Orders 
being effective, it follows that they will co-operate for ascertaining the truth. 
of the Case in question. | 

It moreover behoves me to declare to you, that Presidents. of Provinces are 
not competent Authorities to make Embargoes ; those acts are operations of 
the Judicial Power; and it was in consequence of the force of the ** Carta de 
‘Ley” of 20th October 1823, regulating the Presidencies of the Provinces, and 
marking out the limits of their powers, that I consigned to the proper Magis~ 
trate that duty and the competent Investigations. | 

It is therefore a very sinister inference when you assert, that, instead of re- 
ceiving assistance to ascertain the true voyage of the Schoover “ Nove da 
Marco,” I have refused the means of producing an undeniable proof of the 
-false- Entry of the said Schooner; that arrogant inference is not deducible from 
the competent.Orders which I issued for an Investigation on that Case; it is 
entirely opposite to such Orders. | 

You cannot avoid the confession, that Investigations are commenced under 
my sanction and by my orders; but, as you wish to blacken every step in this 
Case, you assert that, notwithstanding, 30 of those Negroes were, without 
hesitation, allowed to depart in the Canoe “Vencedora,” with Passports from 
the Commander of Police. - 

Nothing can be imputed against that Military Commander, who has long 
since been intrusted with the power of granting Passports of that kind, to faci« 
litate the transport of Slaves to the Interior of the Province, and certainly it 
wis not declared to- him that they belonged to the Schooner “ Nove de 
Marco ;” and I consider in the same light the 3 Slaves-you mention, who were 
not condemned as implicated in the prohibited Tratfick. | 

The Passports of the “ Nove de Marco” are clear, from Cabinda to this 
Port, and it is those Passports which regulate the Place from which the Slaves 
are taken; and itis only to the Places from which it 1s proved Negroes are 
taken, or at which such fitting out is effected, that the Treaty and the Prob 
bitions it contains refers. | | 

I have before me the Treaty of 22d January 1815, and, in the Ist Article, 
the exclusive reference to locality is clear, wmile the Nationality of the Slaves 
is lost sight of, because it expressly declares, ‘ that it is prohibited to every 
Subject of the Crown of Portugal to buy Slaves, or Traffick in them at aby 
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Place on the: Coast of Africa to the Northward of the Equator ;” so that it is 
the Place where such Traffick in Slaves is carried on, that characterizes the 
Traftick as heit or illicit. | | 

This disposition. is confirmed in the 2d Number of the 2d Article, in the 
Additional Convention on the said Treaty, dated 28th July 1817, which, 
while specifying the Territories in which it is lawful for the Crown of Portugal 
to carry on the Traffick of Slaves, expressly mentions Cabinda as one of those 
Places ; and it is therefore from: Cabinda, according to the Passports granted 
with the legal formalities, that the Slaves in question were brought: and the 
6th Article of that Convention declares, that, in order to legalize the detention 
of Vessels carrying Slaves, it is indispensable that there be found on board 
Slaves taken from those Ports on the Coast of Africa, where the Traffick is 
prohibited by the Treaty dated 22d January 1815. 

The Law, specifying the Penalties for the Infractions of the Treaty and of 
the Additional Convention, dated 26th January 1818, is only directed against 
those persons who may fit out and prepare Vessels for takmg away from, or 
purchasing Slaves at, any Ports on the Coast of Africa situated to the North of 
the Equator, and has no reference to the Place of Nativity of the Slaves, the 
Concession or the Prohibition referring solely to specified Places. 

Conceding, therefore, the possibility, that, amongst the Slaves brought by the 
Schooner ‘‘ Nove de Marco,” there are some Cacheu Slaves, the Vessel procured 
~ her Cargo in Cabinda, which is not a prohibited Port, and on that account the 
Treaty, which only refers to Places and not to Individuals, is not infringed, 
nor would [ with bold hand meddle in Conventions of the High Contracting 
Parties, which are entitled to the most religious and sacred respect. 

I cannot, however, abstain from one declaration, and it is this, that you 
seein to attack those very Treaties, daring to amplify their dispositions to 
objects which the High Contracting Parties either despised, or did not wish 
to include; that being certainly offensive to those very Treaties, of the strict 
observance of which you so often remind me. 

It now only remains for me to reply to the conclusion of your Letter, 
and I should wish at this moment to put aside all the just indignation I feel 
at the disrespectful style in which, in Ae last sentence, you unfold a haught- 
ness incompatible with the dignity due, in your treatment of a Delegate of His 
Majesty The Emperor. 

You have dared to clothe in threats that conclusion of your Letter. F 
despise them ; and if the due discharge of your duty, as you state, obliges you 
to make in competent quarters, disagreable representations and serious pro- 
tests, I am content that my conduct should not, as I am confident it will not 
in the present Case, be disapproved of by His Majesty The Emperor, who ts 
sufficiently acquainted with my respectfu] attachment, and with my constant 
fidelity to His August and Sacred Person: a fidelity which does not dread 


the presence of the protests, not even of the Nations who boast of being - 


faithful to their Sovereigns. 
-T conclude bv declaring to you, that I have made such dispositions, and 
given such Orders as [ judge proper for the object in question. 
| | God preserve you. 
(Signed) PEDRO JOSE DA COSTA BARROS. 
ftobert Hesketh, Esq. 


Eighth Enclosure in No. 82. (Translation.) 


Order of the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Maranham, July 1, 1826. ° 

- THE Doctor (of Laws), acting “ Ouvidor da Commarca,” exercising the 
functions of Judge of the Custom-House in this City, will, according to the 
‘enclosed Translation of a Despatch from His Britannick Majesty’s Con- 
sul, dated 29th ultimo, proceed to an examination of the Documents of 
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the Portuguese Schooner “ Move de Marco,” lately arrived with Slaves, in 
order to ascertain whether they are such .as are referred to in the Treaty re- 
garding the Slave-trade, transmitting the result to this Secretary’s Oulice, 
unrthout keeping any Copy in the Office. So let it be executed. 


(Signed) BARROS, 


Ninth -Enclosure in No. &2. 


Description of the Schooner “ Nove de Marco.” 


A VESSEL about 35 tons measurement, no head, and the stern gradually 
rcunded in to the stern-post; built like a Lisbon Fishing-boat, or ‘ Saveiro,” 
and to all appearance formerly one of those Vessels. Not coppered ; rigged 
as a Schooner, with jib, fore-stay-sail, square and fore and aft fore-sails and. 
main-sail, but no top-sails. The fore-mast is well forward in the bows, and 
has ee less rake than the main-mast. She has fitted poles at each mast- 
head. | 
Maranham, July 15, 1826. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


® 


No. 83. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received September 16.) 


(Extract.) _ ‘Maranham, July 19, 1826. 


IN reference to my last Despatch of this Series, dated the 15th instant, I 
have the honour to acquaint you that, in the Mvening .of that day, I re- 
ceived from the ‘“ Ouvidor da Commarca,” Copies of the Survey on the’ 
Negroes brought by the “ Move de Mfarco,” and of that Vessel’s Passport, 
Muster Roll, and Log Book ; and I beg leave to enclose a Translation of the 
Magistrate’s Letter transmitting those Copies. 

I also enclose Translations of the Survey, and of the Passport ; reserving 
that of the Muster Roll as containing nothing material, and that of the Log 
Book as too voluminous. . 

On the 17th instant, I addressed a Letter to the President, pointing out 
why I asserted that the above-mentioned Documents did not afford any 
satisfactory Proof that the ‘* Nove de Marco” had been on a legal voyage, 
and I enclose, for vour information, a Copy of my Despatch to his Excellency 
~ containing that assertion. 

In the Morning of the 18th instant, the Schooner, “ Nove de Marco” left 
this Port, and some hours after F received from his Excellency the President, 
a Letter, requesting to have the Documents on which my assertion was 
founded; and I most humbly refer to the enclosed Translation of that Letter. 

I determined to keep the Documents which were sent to me, and to refuse. 
even Copies of them ; and I framed accordingly my Answer to his Excellency’s 
request, a Copy of which Answer I have also enclosed. 

In the Copy of the Log Book I have been furnished with, it is stated, that 
the ‘“* Nove de Marco” left Porto Praia on the Ist of December 1825, and ar= 
rived at Cabinda on the 28th of that Month; and there is no remark what- 
ever until the 28th of May, on which day a Sca-log commences, of her voy- 
age from Cabinda to this Port. 

The Passport is not a proper one for a Vessel on a voyage for Slaves. 

I can prove satisfactorily that the greatest portion of the Negroes by the 
«© Nove de Marco” are Cacheo Negroes. 

And last!y, there is no Document to prove that this Vessel sailed from 
Cabinda, having Negroes on board for this Place. 

Having thus given all the information which it 1s in my power to obtain, 
regarding the voyage of the “ Nove de Margo ;” I have only now to enclose 
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a Copy of a Despatch I addressed to His Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de 


Janeiro on the 17th instant. | : 
I have not copied the Enclosures relating to that subject, because they are 
diffuse, and their subject matter is in fact stated in the Despatch. | 


dhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
&e. &e. &c. : | 


‘N 


First Enclosure in No. 83. (Translation.) 


The Ouvidor da Commarca to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, Maranham, July 15, 1826. 
I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your Letter, and also of the Copy 


of that you received from the President, and, in consequence of its contents, 
I transmit to you Copies. of the Examination, which, by order of the said 
President, I made of the Negroes brought to this Port by the Schooner 
“© Nove de Marco,” of the Passport of the same, and of the Journal of the 
Voyages, as well from the Island of Saint Jago to Cabinda, as from that Port 
to this City; which Copies I should have sooner remitted, were it not for 
the sickness of the Scrivener of the Custom-House Cases. | | 
(Signed) | God preserve you. — 

. LEOCADIO FERREIRA DE GOUVEA PIMENTEL BELLEZA. 

Robert Hesketh, Esq. 


First Enclosure (A.) in No. 83. (Translation.) 


Report of the Ouvidor da Commarca, relative to a Survey of the Negroes 
landed from the ‘* Nove de Marco.” | 


IN the Year of our Lord 1826, on the 4th day of July of the said Year, in 
this City of Maranham, im the House of “ Commendador” Antonio Joze Mci- 
relles Ferreira and Company, where was present the Doctor of Laws, the 
Ouvidor and Acting Judge of Custom-House, Leocadio Ferreira de Gouvéa 
Pimentel Belleza, with myself, the undersigned Scrivener of. his Court, there 
being also present Captain Joze Rodrigues Roxo, and Lieutenant Manoel 
Domingues Dias, who were by me notified to attend, in virtue of the Order 
of the Most Illustrious and Excellent President of this Province, Pedro Joze 
da Costa Barros, numbered 151, dated the 1st of July of the present Year, 
and for which end the ‘said Magistrate administered to them an Oath, upon 
the Holy Evangelists, by producing the New Testament, that, on examining 
the Ducuments of the above-mentioned Schooner, and other Papers produced 
by the Consignee, Captain Joze Goncalves Teixeira, they should declare what 
to them appeared from the said Documents, and from the Slaves which in 
this act would be presented before them. 

They conjointly declared, that, with regard to the Documents, they had 
nothing to observe, as they were annexed to this act. But that, with regard 
to the Slaves who were produced to them, they know that they are not from 
alates Ports, and that they have nothing further to declare in this respect. 

n faith whereof they have signed the present, with the said Magistrate; there 
being also present as Witnesses, Manoel Goncalves Barros, Thomas de Aquino 
Nogueira do Carmo: all which I, the Scrivener, declare, with all faith, is the 
truth ; and I, Justino Damazo Saldanha, Scrivener, wrote the present. 


| | (Signed) . PIMENTEL BELLEZA. 
(Signed) Jose Ropricues Roxo. 
| Manoet Domuinicues Dias. 
Manoet GoncaLves Barros. 
Tuomas D’Aauino NoGueEira Do Carmo. 
JusTINO DaAMAzO SALDANHA, 


Sed 
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First Enclosure (B.) in No. 83. (Translation .) 
Passport of the Schooner “ Nove de Marge.” 


I, JOAO DA MATTA CHAPUZET, “ Commendador” of the Order of 
Christ, Kmght of the Orders of St. Bento e Aviz, and of the Tower and 
Sword, Colonel in the Chief Staff of the Army, President of the “ Real Fa- 
zenda,” and Governor-General of the Province of the Cape de Verd, by His 
Most Faithful Majesty The King, our Master, whom God preserve, &c. 
do make known unto all who may see this Passport: that the Portuguese 
Schooner “ Nove de Marco,” is bound on a voyage from this Island of St. 
Jago, Cape de Verd, to the Port of Cabinda, and from thence to Maranham, 
from whence she is to return to this same Island, and of which Schooner is 
Master and Owner, Joze Fernandez de Pinho, as was certified in this Secre- 
tary’s Ottice by the said Master’s Oath, taken in said Office, and by the Docu- 
ments presented by him ; he taking, as a Crew, the Persons mentioned in the 
annexed Muster Roll, signed by Joze Quintino, an Officer in the Secretary’s 
Office of this Government, all being Portuguese Subjects and Vassals of His 
Most Faithful Majesty The King, our Master, no Foreigner having share in 
the said Schooner. And because she may be met on the High Seas, or in 
Port, by Commanders and Officers of Men-of-War and other Vessels of the 
Crown of Portugal, His Most Faithful Majesty The King, our Master, ordains 
that she may not suffer any hinderance, and recommends to the Fleets and 
Squadrons and other Vessels belonging to Kings, Princes and Potentates, the 
Friends and Allies of this Crown, that they may not hinder her voyage, but 
on the contrary, lend her every needful favour and assistance to enable her to 
perform it, in the assurance that the same treatment will be observed towards 
those recommended by their Princes. 

In testiinony whereof, I ordered this Passport to be granted. Signed by me, 
and sealed with the Royal Arms of this Government. 

Granted at Head Quarters, in the Villa da Praia, Island of St. Jago, Cape de 
Verd, this 24th day of November, in the Year of our Lord 1825. : 


(L.8.) (Signed) JOAO DA MATTA CHAPUZET, 
Colonel and Governor-General of the Province. 


By order of his Excellency. (Signed) §Joze Quintino, 
Of the Secretary’s Office. 


| Second Enclosure in No. 83. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. — 


Most Exce.uEnT AND ILLustRious SiR, | Maranham, July 17,1826. 


_ THE “ Ouvidor da Commarca” has trausmitted to me Copies of the Sur- 
vey relating to the Negroes landed from the ‘‘ Move de Marco,” and of that 
Vessel’s Passport, Muster Roll and Log Book. 

The Survey neither specifies the number of Negroes, nor proves that those 
who were seen by the Surveyors were the whole or even part of the Cargo. The 
Passport is not according to the Form prescribed in the Treaty, and bodes, does 


-not contain a word respecting Slaves, nor the Measurement of the Vessel. The 


Copy of the Log Book is not accompanied by any Document proving its au- 
thenticity, and even this Copy does not account for a considerable space of 
time which elapsed while that Vessel was on the Coast of Africa, And lastly, 
there is no kind of clearance outwards from any Authority at Cabinda. : 
I therzfore beg leave most respectfully to state to your Excellency, that the 
above-mentioned Documents do nét afford satisfactory proofs that the Vessel 
in question has been on a legal voyage. : 
| I have, &c. 
H, E. Pedro Jozxe da Costa Barros. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


e 
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; Third Enclosure in No. 83. (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Maranham fo Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Most Ititustrious Str, Maranham, July 18, 1826. 


I HAVE before me your Letter, dated yesterday, respecting the Case of 
the Schooner “‘ Move de Marco,” and as I am moved, as I ought to be, by 


the most lively interest to act in this affair in such a manner as that the faith — 


of the Treaty in question should not be deceived, I ask you to be pleased to 
render accessible to me the Documents on which you found your assertions ; 
to promote the perfect management of all which you may deem expedient to 
be adopted in this respect; you remaining under the fullest conviction that my 
greatest glory 1s derived from the fulfilment of my obligations to His Imperial 
Majesty. God preserve you. 

(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. 


Fourth Enclosure in No. 83. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Mosr ExceLtentT and Ittusrrious Sir, Afaranham, July 18, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Let- 
ter of to-day’s date, requesting that I should transmit to your Excellency 


the Documents on which, in my Despatch of the 17th instant, I found an 


assertion respecting the voyage of the Schooner “ Move de Margo.” 

i have most respectfully to state to your Excellency, that my Declaration 
was not founded on original Documents, but only on Copies of Documents, 
which Copies were furmshed to me by the Ouvidor da Commarca, in conse- 
quence of your Excellency’s orders. . . | 

The Documents themselves were never seen by me; and I presume must 
still remain in the possession of the said ‘* Ouvidor.” 

I have, &c. a 
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
His Eacellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. | 


* 


Fifth Enclosure in No. 83: 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


_ SIR, | Maranham, July 17, 1826. 


1 HAVE the honour to enclose two Reports of the Case of the Schooner 
<< Nove de Marco,” forwarded to the Right Honourable the Principal Secre- 
tary of State tor Foreign Affairs, no opportunity of transmitting them to Rio 
de Janeiro direct having occurred before this date. | 


In connection with the occurrences respecting the Case of the “ Nove de | 


Marco,” I have to state that my Clerk, Ignacio Veiga, who was sent on 
board of the Canoe “ Vencedora,” to ascertain whether any of the Negroes 
landed from that Schooner were on board, and who performed that duty 
faultlessly, has been proceeded against by. the Consignee of the “ Nove de 
Marco.” | 
I beg leave to enclose a Copy of the Proceedings, in which it is asserted 
that he went on board in a Military character, and by threats and force had 
the hatches opened. 
~The true facts are stated in the Counter Protest ; and from the falsehoods 
of the Protest, will be discovered the enmity produced by the step I took. 
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On the 11th instant, his Excellency the President sent for Mr. Veiga, 
threatening him when there, for having gone on board the Canoe, as parti- 
cularized in the enclosed Declaration. , uae 

My object in thus minutely stating these occurrences, is to put in a clear 
poiut of view the feclings which actuate the Parties concerned in the “ Nove 
de Marco.” 4 | 

But I trust that, with these explanations, you will not experience any diffi- 
culty in putting in their true light, before the Brazilian _ teleiniiner, such 
unfounded accusations; and in obtaining from that Government the adop- - 
tion of some measure to check the annoyances thus indirectly commenced 
against myself, but occasioning immediate inconvenience to Mr. Veiga, who 
has not in this instance infringed any Law, but only performed his duty ; and 
who has for a period of 9 Years been of great utility to me, by his-exemplary 
activity and fidelity. I have, &c. | 


Henry Chamberlain, Esq. _ (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. © 


No. 54. . 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, — Foreign Office, September 23, 1826. 


I HAVE received your Despatches of this Series, to the 19th of July last. 

I highly approve of the proper zeal which you have shewn in watching 
over, and endeavouring to prevent the infractions of the Treaties upon Slave- 
trade, as instanced in the Cae of the ** Nove de Marco.” 

His Majesty’s Envoy to The Emperor of Brazil has been instructed to 
support, at Rio de Janeiro, the representations which you have made upon 


this Case. I am, &c. : 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
No. 85. 


. Mr, Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 21.) 


_ (Extract.) ,  Maranham, August 19, 1826. 


I HAD the honour to state in a Despatch of this Series, dated June 30, 
1826, several circumstances connected with the distribution of the Negroes 
brought by the Schooner “ Carolina,” whose freedom was decreed by the 
competent Court; at the same time remarking on their unfortunate situation. 
I beg leave to state the following 3 Cases :— | 
i The Negro who had been Caulker of the ‘‘ Carolina,” and who was, with 
9 others, sent by the Distributor’s Relation to a Plantation, fled from thence 
and succeeded in gaining my House where he stated that all the 10 Negroes 
had been hard worked in the field, and that their sole sustenance had been 3 
pounds of boiled rice, between them all, in a Morning; this miserable allow- 
ance being even denied to them on the Sundays, as they did not work ; and 
that they were constantly flogged and told they were Slaves for 14 Years ; the 
lonks of the Negro proved the truth of his declarations. a 
_ The Carpenter of the “Carolina” also came to me to complain that he 
was suffering. as he evidently. was, under a scrious complaint in bis eyes, and 
that, although his Master “ Antonio’ Joze Guilhon,” lived in the Town, no 
Medical assistanee was afforded to him. This Negro I found spoke very 
intelligible English, and on questioning him, he declared, that a Portuguese, 
uel ‘© Miranda,” had taken him twice to London, and once to Barbadoes, 
but that, he having died on returning to the Cape de Verd Islands, his Heirs 
sent him by the “ Carolina” for sale in this Port; although this Negro is 
able to gain his livelihood, he also is working as a Slave for 14 Years. 
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About 3 days ago a young woman, also one of the Negroes belonging to the 
<¢ Carolina,” was brought by a Person who declared tnat she had fled froin her 
Master ‘‘ Joze Faria de Mattos,” and threatened to destroy herself if sent back. 
The appearance of this wretched creature was most pitiable, being a perfect 
skeleton, with her back savagely cut by flogging, and m such a state of exhaus- 
tion that her voice was hardly audible. This poor Being declared that her 
allowance of food was 3 ears of Indian corn per day, witha sct task of carrying 
a quantity of stones each day, and constant punishment for not being able to 
complete it by dark. 

Not having any authority in these matters, { sent each of the above 3 
Negroes to the Distributing Judge, with the mast guarded und respectful 
messages in their behalf. : 

I have to make known that the Schooner “ Carolina,” which was condemned, 
was lately put up at auction; she was bought for the original Owner at a 
very low price, and sailed for Para, and I am positively assured that from Para 
she will again proceed to the prohibited Ports in Africa for Slaves. 


The Right Hon George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
Sc. &c. C. 


| _ No. 86. 
. Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 21.) 


(Extract.) _ Maranham, August 25, 1826. 


~ LT REGRET that I have to complain of a second glaring infraction of the 
Slave-trade Treaty, in direct opposition also to the existing Laws of this 
Country. 

I have the honour to enclose a Copy of the Despatch which I addressed on 
this Case to His Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, detailing every 
transaction which took place respecting it, and reporting every particular of 
the Brazilian Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” the Vessel implicated, in this instance 
of illegal Traftick in Slaves. | 

In that Despatch I have ventured to solicit for permission from the Govern- 
ment of Brazil, to make any enquiry I may think fit, from the Custom- 
House, or from the Chief Authority, on the arrival of Slave-vessels, respecting 
their Passports, and the Negroes on board; at the same time stating why I 
anticipate that, without such authority, the future obtainment of correct infor- 
mation on those essential points, will be found very dithcult, if not impracticable. 

There has been, and will probably continue to be, an obstinate resolution 
to procare, under all risks, Negroes from the Northward- of the Line, they 
meeting a readier sale, because found to endure, with less loss of life, greater 

rivations of proper care and food, and harder labour than those from the 
Scathwaed ; so that the chief inducement for committing such illegal acts, is 
a most inhuman determination of profiting to the utmost by the physical con- 
struction of those unfortunate beings.” 

I also think it right to make known, that the Authoritics here are disposed 
to maintain, that, if a Vessel arrive with a legal oe having, notwithstand- 
ing, Negroes on board from the prohibited Latitudes, still that the presence 
of such Negroes is nota sufficient cause to proceed against the Vessel, but that 
to do so it is requisite to prove the act of taking the Negroes from such pro- 
hibited Places. So that in requiring, by this erroneous interpretation of the 
6th Article of the Convention of 28th July 1817, a proof that can never be 
‘procured, a channel is opened for illicit importation of Negroes, to be effected 
Sagi in a cargo, those obtained illicitly, covered by a few belonging to the 

0 


5 


rt specified in the Passport. 
The Bight Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
Se. Se. , &c. | mas ; ‘ ad 
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First Enclosure in No. 86. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberiain. 


(Extract.) | Maranham, August 21, 1826. 
I MUCH regret that I have to complain of the conduct of the Chief Au- 


thority in this Province, in openly countenancing a second most ‘flagrant in- 
fraction of the Slave-trade Treaties, by arbitrarily preventing the execution of 
those Laws which punish such illegal acts. 

The Brazilian Brig, “ Pedro Prime:ro,” Jozé da Silva, Master, belonging 
to Fernando Jozé da Silva, of Para, arrived at this Port on the 13th instant ; 
on the following day the Vesscl was reported at the Custom-House from Ca- 
binda, with 160 Slaves on board, and an Entry for Franquie, or Permission to 
continue 8 days in Port, was made and signed. 

The Master declared that the Vessel’s Passport was left at the Secretary's 
Office, and that it was dated Para, March, 1824 ; he was desired to go for it, 
but did not return during Custom-House hours. 

These occurrences were witnessed by my Clerk, who remained at the 
Custom--House until it was shut, after which time nothing further could 
legally be done on that day. 

On knowing these transactions, I addressed to the President a Letter, the 
Copy of which I have the honour to enclose, declaring therein, that the 
‘© Pedro Primeiro” was an illegal Slave-trader, and requiring that Judicial 
Proceedings should be immediately instituted against her. j 

That Declaration was made so confidently, because I knew that all the 
Slaves on board were from the Northward of the Line; that the Brig in ques- 
tion had no regular Passport; that she belonged to the same Owners as the 
‘© Carolina ;” that both these Vessels left Para in 1824, and were in the West 
Indies, from whence they proceeded to the Coast of Africa, where, under the 
direction of Manoel Antonio de Silva Brandaé, a notorious violator of the 
Law, they continued trying to evade Cruizers, and infringe the Treaties ; and 
i ascertained that this said Brandao was on board the “ Pedro Primeiro.” ° 

About 6 o’Clock in the Afternoon, two hours after my Letter was left at the 
Government-House, I had convincing proofs of the conduct his Excellency 
the President was about to adopt, for I perceived that the ‘ Pedro Primeiro” 
was unmooring, and a Government Boat along-side, with the Officer who 
boards Vessels before their departure. 


The “ Pedro Primeiro” was outside this Port before day-light of the 15th in- - 


stant; his Excellency having, by allowing her to depart, without the least 


regard to my Representations, or even to the Laws and Regulations of this - 


Port, directly protected a most notorious infraction of the Treaty, and effectually: 
screened these illicit Slave-dealers from the punishment which they deserved. | 


About 9 o’Clock in the Morning of the 15th instant, I received an Answer 
from his Excellency, a Copy of which I also transmit. aa 

At the same time it is my duty not to omit assuring you, that his Exccl= 
Iency the President has hitherto always received my Letters, as soon as they 
were left with the Aid-de-Camp. 


Making, therefore, no further remark on that point, it will appear that, 


without any application from me, it was his Excellency’s natural duty to have 


» 


made over to competent Judicial Investigation the Case of the Vessel in ques- : 


tion, which had anchored in this Port with a Cargo of Negroes, evidently all 
from prohibited Parts in Africa, without having any legal Passport, or satis- 
factory Document whatever, to shew, respecting the Voyage. 


His Excellency, however, allowed the Vessel to sail, even without any of : 


those Clearances: which are required by Law, after a Vessel has once made 
Entry at the Custom-House. | 

I have ascertained, most satisfactorily, that no water, provisions, anchor, or 
any thing whatever, was supplied to the “ Pedro Primeiro,” during her short 
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stay in this Port; so that it is evident the Vessel was brought here with the 
sole object of landing her Cargo, but that, finding the execution of that pur- 
pose attended with difficulty, if not risk, the next object was, at all hazards, 
to protect from the punishment decreed by the Laws of the Country, the 
Persons guilty of such illegal acts. 
Being fully convinced that, by these Proceedings, the Slave-trade Treaty is 


LL7 


in this instance rendered nugatory; I addressed, on the 17th instant, a. 


Letter to the President, a Copy of which I have also the honour to enclose. — 


It being stated that the “ Pedro Primeiro” sailed for Para, I gave every 
particular respecting her to the Vice-Consul, by a departure this Morning. 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


Second Enclosure in No. 86. 
_ Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Mosr Exce.Lent AND ILLusrrious Sir, 


A BRAZILIAN Brig, called the ‘“‘ Pedro Primeiro,” Jacinto Joze da 
Silva, Master, having arrived at this Port Yesterday with Slaves, and having 
been this Morning reported at the Custom-House, as only touching here 
on her Voyage to Para; I am called upon to acquaint your Excellency, that I 
am possessed of information which induces me to declare that this Vessel’s 
Voyage is not a legal one. My publick duty having required me to make this 
communication to your Excellency, also forces me to solicit that your Excel . 


Maranham, August 14, 1826. 


lency may be pleased to refer at once this Vessel’s Case to the roper Judictal | 


Authorities in this Port, that the Laws applicable to the infractions of the 
Slave-trade Treaties may be allowed to take their course. : 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 


_ (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


His Excellency Pedro Joze da Coste Barros. | 


¢ 


The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Third Enclosure in No. 86. (Translation.) 


Sir, _ Maranham, August 15, 1826. 


IT may be half an hour since the Aide-de-Camp, Joad Carlos Machado, 


' who is on duty. this Week, delivered to me the Letter you signed under 


Yesterday's date, and, on my asking him the reason why its delivery was de- 
. layed, he answered, that he received it from a non-commissioned Officer. and 
that, as he knew I was unwell, and did not suppose the Letter of much 
consequence, he deferred the delivery: of it until to-day, which he did about 


8 o’Clock this Morning, as is customary when the Bearer does not require 


its immediate delivery. 

I much regret not to be able to prevent the departure of the Brazilian 
Brig ‘* Pedro Primetro,” she having sailed early this Morning for Par3, the 
Port of her destination, according to her Passport from Cabinda, in order that 
I might satisfy you respecting your suspicions of her Voyage. Nevertheless 
it is to be presumed, that -his Excellency the President of that Province 
will not omit doing, on his part, all which behoves him to preserve unim- 
_peachcd the faith of those Treaties which we so much respect, and are so, 
anxious to attend to. _ God preserve you. | 


| Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. ROS 
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e oe Fourth Enclosure in No. 86. — | 
| Mr, Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham.. 


Maranham, August 17, 1826. 
Most Exce cent anD ILiLustrivus Sir, 


ON the (5th instant I had the honour to receive your Excellency’s reply 
to my Letter, respecting the Brig “Pedro Primero,” which Letter was 
dated the 14th instant, and delivered on that day about four o’Clock in the 
Afternoon to a Serjeant, the only Person in the Saloon, where all the Let- 
ters which I have had the hongur to address to your Excellency have been 
hitherto left. 

It is with the most deep-felt regret that I state to your Excellency, that 
the Case of the above-mentioned Vessel is a greater infraction of Treaty and 
of Law than I could have supposed would ever have fallen to my lot to 
complain of. } : 

It becomes my duty now to report this Case to the proper Departinents at 
the respective Courts of Rio de Janeiro and of London, particularizing in that 
Report all the extraordinary occurrences which took place, and protesting 
against vour Excellency. | I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
Fis Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. | 


| No. 87. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Nov. 15.) 


(Extract.) _- 2 Maranham, September 15, 1826. 


IN reference to my last Despatch of this Series, dated the 25th ultimo 
aa the Brig “ Pedro Prime:ro,” an illegal Slave-trader, 1 have now 
to make known that this Vessel, instead of proceeding to Para, has been taken 
into the Bay of Tury, on the confines of the neighbouring Province of Para, 
where the Slaves have been landed, contrary to all the Revenue Laws of this 
Country. 

' The fact of smuggling the Slaves into the District of Tury is an undeni- 
able confirmation of a total violation of the Law and Treaty affecting the 
Case. ; 

The District of Tury being in the Province of Para, any application to the 
President of Maranham, in his Excellency’s present determination, would be 
only attended with the declaration, that the offenders were beyond his Excel- 
lency’s Jurisdiction. | 

I therefore addressed the enclosed Despatches to the President of Para, 
and the British Vice Consul at that Port. , 

' T shall communicate these events to His Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio 
de Janeiro by the first opportunity. 

I do not expect to receive an answer from Para before the middle of 
October. (Signed) ROBERT. HESKETH. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, a 

| _ &e. | 


fe.  &e. 


a First Enclosure in No. 87. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Para. 


Sir, Maranham, September 11, 1826. 


_ A BRAZILIAN Brig, called the “Pedro Primeiro,” Jacinto Joze da Silva, 
Master, having arrived at this Port on the 13th ultimo, from the Coast of 
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Africa with Slaves on board, and it being known to me that the voyage of 
this Vessel was illegal, it became my duty to apply to his Excellency the 
President of this Province, calling his Excellency’s attention to that infrac- 
tion of the Slave-trade Treaties. 

For your Excellency’s information, I beg leave to enclose a Copy of the 
Correspondence which took place on this Case, between his Excellency the 
Most Illustrious Snr. Pedro Joze da Costa Barros and myself. | 

From that Correspondence your Excellency will learn, that the Brig 
‘* Pedro Primeiro” Jeft this Port, bound direct to that of Para, and also that 
none of the Slaves in question were landed here through the Custom-House, 
nor any of the customary Duties paid. 

Iam this Morning informed that, instead of proceeding to Para, all the 
Slaves have been landed at Tury trom the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro.” As 'Tury 
is within your Excellency’s Jurisdiction, | am transmitting to the British 
Vice-Consul residing at the Seat of your Excellency’s Government, every par- 
ticular of the information I have received respecting the proceedings at that 
Place, with instructions to communicate the same to your Excellency. 

From those Proceedings your Excellency will find that the Parties con- 
cerned in them have retreated into the Province of Para, for the purpose of 
committing there those violations of the Law, which they could not carry 
into effect in Maranham; but I am confident that this aggravated Case will, 
on being thus brought under your Excellency’s observation, at once feel the 
full weight of that energy and zeal which have always distinguished the 
exercise of your Excellency’s high functions. . 

The publick duty of this Consulate extending to the Port of Para; and an 
Official, and I may add serious report of the Case of the Brig “ Pedro Pri- 
meiro” having been already transmitted to our respective Courts, I deem it a 
duty of respect and attention towards your Excellency thus to address my- 
self, independent of my Communications on the subject to the British Vice- 
Consul at that Port. | I have the honour to Le, &c. 

— - | (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. - 
Ehs Excellency Joze Feliz Pereira de Burgos. 


Second Enclosure in No. 87. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Vice- Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, | Maranham, September 11, 1826. 


In reference to the contents of the enclosed Copy of my Despatch, dated 
19th ultimo, respecting the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” I have now to acquaint 
you, that this illegal Slave-trader has put into the Bay of Tury, instead of pro- 
ceeding to Para, and all the Slaves have been landed there in the two follow- 
ing Plantations, viz. in the Fazenda ot Captain Joze Goncalves in Sao Joao, 
either 20 or 40 Slaves, and in that of Bento Roque da Silva at Ponta Grossa, 
the remainder of the Slaves. 

As the District of Tury is under the Jurisdiction of the President of Parad, I 
cannot here take any steps, but [ have to call your attention to this infraction 
of the Treaties, and also of the Custom-House Regulations of this Country, 
and I doubt not that your representations to his Excellency the President 
will be attended with success. I enclose a Despatch which I addressed to his 
Excellency on this subject, referring his Excellency to you for every parti- 
cular of this glaring instance of disregard to all Law, which Despatch you will 

‘lose no time in delivering. [also transmit enclosed a Maranham Newspaper, 
in which 1s mentioned, in the last page, the report made here of the number of 
Slaves on board the * Pedro Primeiro,” but I doubt whether even the num- 
ber reported was correct. I have the honour to be, 


John Hesketh, Esq. - _ (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


e 
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. No. 88. 


Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canninz.—(Received Nov. 15.) 
Sir, | Mararham, September 27, 1826. 


I HAD yesterday the gratification to receive the Despatch, of the Slave- 
trade Series, dated June 22, in which Iam honoured with your most flat- 
tering commendation for the manner in which [ discharged my duty on the 
arrival of the Schooner ‘ Carolina.” | | 

The treatment experienced by the Negroes landed from that Vessel still 
continues to be most crnel and shameful, these uafortunate Persons being 
still Slaves under peculiar hardships. : 

_ [have already reported their situation to His Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Rio de Janciro, and, in obedience to your Orders, shall, in repeating that Re- 
port, detail at length the most effectual steps to remedy such abuses, trans- 
mnitting a Copy thereof according to your Instructions; and only now re- 
marking, that those guilty of the past abuses of the Law ought to be severely 
punished, and some respectable Person, independent of the Local Authorities, | 
authorized to act as Guardian or Superintendent of the free Negroes. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | 

| (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, 


&c. &c. &c. 


No. 89. | 


Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received Dec. 22.) 
 (Extract.) Maranham, October 14, 1826. 
HAVING, ina Despatch of this Series, dated i goeape 15, made known 


the illegal manner in which the Slaves were landed on this Coast from the 
Brig ‘ Pedro Primeiro,” 1 have now the honour further to state, in reference 
to the said Despatch, that some of the Slaves in question were brought to this 
City ; and that, although every particular of this occurrence was detailed by 
me to his Excellency the President, soliciting redress for such transgressions, 
nothing but an evasive answer was returned. | | | 
From the enclosed Copy of my Letter to his Excellency, every parti- 
cular of this occurrence can be seen; and, by his Excellency’s Reply, it ap- 
pears that every step for the investigation of this affair is evaded. | 
, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | 
&c. &e. &c. 


First Enclosure in No. 89. 
— Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham. 


Most EXcELLENT AND ILLustriousSir, Maranham, October 7, 1826. 
THE Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” regarding which I have already had the 


honour to correspond with your Excellency, was, I much regret to state, 
taken into the Bay of Tury, on her departure from hence, and the Slaves 
_landed on the Confines of the Province of Para, in defiance of all Law. 

I have represented that proceeding to his Excellency the President of Paré,- 
declaring it to be one as much at variance with the Laws of this Empire, as 
with: the Stipulations of the Slave-trade Treaties; and I enclose, for your 
Excellency’s information, a Translation of that Representation. | 

Much as I lament the determined disregard of Law manifested by those 
concerned in the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” I equally regret that there should 
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& 
exist any necessity for soliciting your Excellency’s attention to proceedings 
in this Port, notoriously connected with such illegal acts. The Slaves who 
were Clandestinely landed at Tury. from the Brig ‘“ Pedro Primeiro,” are now 
beginning to appear in this City. By the Sumaca “ Leopoldina,” Joze da 
Maia, Master, which arrived from Tury on the 4th instant, Fourteen of 
those Slaves were brought, and reported as sick Negroes requiring medical 


relief: but the fact is, that these 14 Negroes are all Cacheo Blacks, landed at | 
Tury from the said Brig; 5 of them were taken to the House of Antonio 
Martins da Silva; 4 to that of Manoel da Silva Povoas, and the remainder. 


were concealed by the satd Master in some place of which I am ignorant. I 
also fear that many others have been brought by the different Coasters occa- 
sionally arriving from the neighbourhood of Tury. | 

Your Excellency being now in possession of every ‘particular of my Repre- 
scntation to Para, of the illegal procecdings at Tury, and of the name of the 
Person who brought from thence some of the Negroes in question, will, I 
doubt not, take the needful steps to give due course to the Laws which up- 
hold the Stipulations of the Slave-trade Treaties. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
His Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. 


Second Enclosure in No. 89. (Translation.) 


The President of the Province of Mararham to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, _ Maranham, October 9, 1826. 


I HAVE before me the Letter which you addressed to me on the 7th 
instant, respecting the affair of the Brig “ Pedro Primetro,” to which I have 
to answer the following. | a 

After highly praising your zeal in the discharge of your duty in that 
respect, it behoves me to declare to you that, until tbe decision of the first ques- 
tion, whether or not those Slaves were obtained to the Northward of the 
Line, we cannot procced legally in their apprehension, because, the Master 
of that Brig having presented at this Secretary’s Office a Passport from the 
Port of Cabinda, I do not suppose that any transgression has been committed 
avainst the Law respecting the Slave-trade Treaties, the express letter of 
the Law prohibiting the carrying on the Trade only to the Northward of 
the Line. It is, nevertheless, possible, that that Passport may not be a true 
one, but, as you have addressed his Excellency the President of the Province 
of Para, for which Quarter those Slaves were shipped, according to Docu- 
ments, perhaps the Government of that Province may, by a greater perspi- 
cuity and sagacity, detect the imposture, which was not discovered here. 
Reason, and the due administration of justice, theretore demand, that we 
should wait the result of the Investigations at Para, where the Brig and the 
Master are at present, in order that, at sight of such Investigations, proceed- 
ings may be instituted, without attacking the right of property guarantied by 
the Constitution of the Empire. , | 

I have already shewn to you, that [ have the greatest respect for the 
Laws, and that I shall do all in my power that they be respected, without it 
being for that purpose requisite that you should come forward to remind me. 


God preserve you. 
| (Signed) . PEDRO JOZE DA. COSTA BARROS. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. 


Py, 
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No. 90. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canming.—( Recetved Dec. 22.) 


‘Srr, _Maranham, October 28, 1826. 

HAVING had the honour to make known in my Despatch of this Series, ° 
dated September 15th, that I had addressed the President of Para, 1especting 
the illegal proceedings in that Province with the Negroes by the ‘“ Pedro 
Primeiro,” 1 now enclose a Translation of his Excellency’s Answer. 

I have also received from the British Vice-Consul at that Port, a full Report 
of what took place there respecting that Brig up to the 30th ultimo, a Copy. 
of which Report I have the honour to enclose. 

- It appears, that .on Receipt of my Communieations, the Vice-Consul had 
information that the ‘‘ Pedro Primeiro” was anchored in an unfrequented 
Bay, and that he, with the Commander of His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” 
obtained, at a Conference with the President, permission to detain, with the _ 
Boats of His Majesty’s Ship, the said Vessel. _ | 

The Officer-like and effectual manner in which that service was performed, 
notwithstanding the secret plans tor the escape of the “ Pedro Primeiro,” was 
not sufficient to suppress the President’s dissatisfaction at the non-attendance 
in the Boats, of those Brazilian Officers, who were, in fact, too tardy in obeying 
his Excellency’s Orders; and who, after boarding the Vessel, made a most 
extraordinary Statement respecting the evidence of the landing of the Negroes. 

The Case being now, however, in a regular and formal course of Investiga- 
tion, I do not despair of the ultimate Condemnation of the “ Pedro Primeiro,” 
and the Emancipation of most of the Slaves brought by her trom Africa. 

I beg leave to enclose a Copy of the Despatch which I am addressing on 
this subject to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro. 

. | 1 have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) BOBERT HESKETH. 


&e. &e. 


F irst Enclosure in No. 90. (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Para to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, Para, September 28, 1826. 

_ BEING now, on the departure of the Schooner “ Carolina” for that Pro- 
wince, very much engaged in preparing for the Packet ** Gexeral Lecor,” 
destined to the Court of Rio de Janeiro, I am barely able to have the pleasure 
cf communicating to you, that I have received your Letter of the 11th instant, 
respecting the Cargo of Slaves breugbt by the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro” trom 
the Port of Maranham to this, and that I, in consequence, took every measure 
which was in my power, communicating to you more particularly by the 
Land Post, all which has occurred in this respect, and [ suppose that the 
Vice-Consul in this Place will have made known to you the energy of my 
proceeding in such an affair. God preserve you. 

(Signed) ‘JOSE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. | : | 2 


Second Enclosure in No. 90. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, Para, September 30, 1826. 


I HEREIN enclose you a Copy of my Despatch, dated 12th instant, re- 
specting the Brig “ Pedro Primetro.” 
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" In reference thereto, { further hand you a Copy of my Correspondence with 
his Excellency the President, relative to¢Captain Vernon, of His Majesty’s 
Ship the “ Primrose,” and the delay occasioned in his not transmitting earlier 
to his Excellency the Papers belonging to the ‘¢ Pedro Primeiro.” 
1 also enclose you Copies of the Correspondence between Captain Vernon 
and his Excellency, in which he amply vindicates all his proceedings. 
- I have now to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated 11th instant, 
with its Enclosures. a _ 
The contents of the same have been duly communicated to his Excellency 
the President of this Province, and I enclose Copies of my Correspondence 


with him on the subject, by which you will perceive, that the matter has been 


referred to the Judicial Authority of this Province ; and as this Case is evi- 
dently an infraction of the first Additional Article of the Convention of 28th 
July 1817, signed at Lisbon the 15th day of March 1823, it will, no doubt, 
come ultimately before the Mixed Court at Rio de Janeiro. 

To prevent, therefore, any inconvenience arising from garbled Statements 
going from hence to the Court of Rio de Janciro, I have forwarded to His 
Majesty’s Consul-General, Copies of what has transpired here, and, enclosed, 
I have the honour of handing you a Copv of ny Despatch to him. 

: I have the honour to be, &c. 


Robert Hesketh, Esq. ; (Signed) ° JOHN HESKETH. 


Second Enclosure (A.) in No. 90. 
Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul Hesketh. 


. SIR, "ys Para, September 12, 1926. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the — 


19th ultimo, with its Enclosure, relating to the Case of the Brazilian Brig 
the +‘ Pedro Primetro.” : 

In answer thereto, I have the honour to state, that upon receipt of the same, 
I immediately repaired on board His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” which 
Vessel seawall hice on the 2d instant, in consequence of my Despatch of May 
8th, to the Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Naval Forces at Barbadoes, 
of which I have had the honour of transmitting you a Copy, and communicated 
the contents to the Commander, Octavius Vernon, Esq., adding at the same 
time, that I had received through private channels, certain information, that 
the Vessel in question was then at anchor in the Bay of Santo Antonio, half 
a tide from the City, and that she intended to land, or had landed, the Siaves. 

As it did not come under the line of his Instructions to seize a Vessel so 
circumstanced, it was mutually agreed between us to wait, conjointly, on his 
Exccllency the President, in person, and that Captain Vernon should commu- 
nicate the suspicious circumstances under which she was met with at the 
entrance of this River, as corroborating the information I then gave, at the 
same time politely offering his services in detecting sucha scandalous intringe- 
ment of the Treaty. | | ar 

“These offers were immediately accepted by his Excellency, who, in the most 
unqualified manner, authorized Captain Vernon to act in the best way that his 


judgment pointed out for the good of the service, offering a Pilot and every 


rF 


assistance to that end. | 

- The consequence was, that the Boats belonging to His Majestv’s Ship 
«‘ Primrose” took possession of the said Brig “ Pedro Primeiro” the same day, 
the 4th instant, and on the following she was brought up to the Anchorage off 
this City, and finally delivered up to the Brazilian Government, with her Pa- 
pers, for Adjudication. | 


- It is proper to observe that, on taking possession of the said Brig, neither | 


the Master nor any Slaves were found on board, nor were any Documents 


found but her Log-Book and Fort-Pass from Maranham, and some very 
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old-dated: Papers. ~The disembarcation of the Slaves by Captain .Vernon's 
nf tly appeared to have becn effected immediately previous to the capturing 
of her, 3 


I accordingly addressed a Letter to his Excellency, a Copy of which £ 
have the honour to transmit you herein, and I sball further band you par- 
ticulars of what may yet transpire on this affair. : 

I cannot conclude this, without expressing my thanks for the zeal and ac- 
tivity evinced by Captain Vernon, and the Officers and Men under his com- 
mand, to whose prompt measures the success of this expedition is selely to 
be ascribed, and particularly so as information had been brought me, that the 
Brig intended to weigh anchor that very tide, and quit the River. : 

I have the honour to be, &e. 


Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) JOHN HESKETH. 


Second Enclosure (B.) in No. 99. 
Afr. Vice-Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Para. 


7 3 Para, Scptember 5, 1826. 
Most ExceLLentT AND IiLustrious Sir, : 


IN compliance with the permission which your Excellency was pleased to 
give yesterday, to the Commander of His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” to as- 
sist with the Ship’s Boats in bringing to this City the Brazilian Brig ‘* Pedro 
Primeiro,” suspected of being concerned in illicit Slave-trade, I have the 
honour to acquaint your Excellency that the said Brig is now anchored -in 
this Port. 

-The information which was received respecting this matter from His 
Britannick Majesty’s Consul at Maranham, has been in a manner verified, 
because no Slaves were found on board that Vessel, although 160 were re- 
ported at Maranham, 

] therefore solicit that your Excellency may be pleased to investigate this 
Case, and the fact of the landing of Slaves, since the departure from Maranham. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | | 
(Signed) JOHN HESKETH. 


His Excellency Jore Felix Pereira de Burgos. 


Second Enclosure (C.) in No. 90. (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Para to Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, Para, September 5, 1826. 


WHEN you yesterday presented yourself to me with the Representations 
made by the British Consul at Maranham, to the President of that Province, 
and with the Answer from the latter, I was perhaps led by the sincerity of my 
character, in matters concerning the guarantee of Treaties with Nations, the 
Allies of this Empire, and elevated by an excess of austerity in the justifi- 
cation of that character, to torget that it was not very befitting to charge others 
with the duty of detaining the Vessel which you told me was anchored in the 
Bay of Saint Antonio, sad which you knew was the one declared in the said 
Representations of the Consul at Maranham, to have on board. Slaves obtained 
from rts prohibited by the Treaties, it being my right, as President of this 
Proviuce, particularly to have ordained steps for that purpose, when it was elear 
to me the Vessel the “ Pedro Primeiro” was the property of Brazilian Sub- 
jects. However, F could never expect that the British Officers, who were qnly 
charged according to my Orders with the service of ascertaining whether 
Slaves were brought and preventing their departure, should go the length of 
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scizing Papers, which have not, up to this date, been delivered to me; and 

which I demand of right, as the first ae who ought to examine them, 
and transmit them to the competent Judge, if it be requisite to take judicial 
cognizance of them. 


I cannot also help remarking, that a Vessel leaving this City shonld be | 


forced to submit to be boarded in sight of the Forts by the Boats returning 
with the British Officers from the said Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” and this, al- 
though there was on board the Vessel an Officer of the Brazilian Navy, who, 
according to the Order I gave the Intendant, ought to have accompanied the 
Officers of the British Navy, but who did not, in consequence of the non- 
execution of my Order. | 

It ts therefore my duty to acquaint you, that I am waiting for the Papers 
which I fave claimed, and that Iam about sending a National Guard and 
Officers on board the Brig, the British Officers who may be there then retir- 
ing, and that the Brig ought to be brought to the customary Anchorage: 
you being at liberty to adopt the steps which are lawful amongst Nations, 
and in which I shall co-operate as the principal Representative of His Impc- 
rial Majesty im this Province, and it being vour duty to make this much known 
to the Commander of the British Sloop of War. 

| , God preserve you,: 

' (Signed) JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS. 
John Hesketh, Esq. . 


Second Enclosure (D.) in No. 90. 
Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Para. 
ee . Para, September 5, 1826. 
Most ExceLrent AND ILiustatous Str, 


AFTER closing the Letter which I had this day the honour of address- 
s to your Excellency, { received one from your Excellency of the same date. 
n answer, I have to acquaint your Excellency, that the Commander of His 


Britannick Majesty's Ship ‘‘ Primrose” took charge of the Papers belonging 


to the Brazilian Brig “‘ Pedro Primetro,” in order to transmit them to your 
Excellency according to his duty, and that he could not comply with that 
duty sooner, not having a Person who could write the Portuguese Language. 
In the mean time he is ready to acquaint your Excellency personally with 
_all your Excellency may wish to know. 
= I have the honour to be, &é. 
(Signed) JOHN HESKETH. 


His Excellency Jose Felix Pereira de Burgos. 


Second Enclosure (E.) in No. 90. 
Captain Vernon to the President of the Province of Para. 


His Britannick Majesty's Ship ‘ Primrose,” 
| Pard, September 5, 1826. 
Mosr Excensent ann Itiustrrrovus: Sim, 


I HAVE the honour to inform you, that the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship 
under my command, were dispatched yesterday Afternoon, (with the sanc- 
tion and authority of your Excellency) to the Bay of St. Antonio, to detain 
and secure the Brazilian Brg “ Pedro Primeiro” upon official information 
received from His Britannick Majesty’s Consul, of the above-named Brig’s 
being then actually engaged in the illicit Traftick in Slaves. The Papers from 
Meranham, containing. the notice of it, and relating the particulars, havé been 
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already laid before your Excellency, which, at the same time, is all strongly 
corroborated by a varicty of highly suspicious circumstances, coming within 
my own knowledge and observation, and of which I apprised your Excellency. 
T have now to report that the “Pedro Primeiro” was taken possession of, 
avrceably to my instructions, and brought up to this Anchorage this Morning. 
I beg leave to transmit herewith the whole of the Papers that were taken from 
on board of her, for your Excellency’s inspection; and to report that no Slaves 
were found on board, but to all appearance had been just previously landed ; 
and indced we have information to that effect, that part were landed previous 
to her arrival in this River, and the remainder in: the Bay of Santo Antonio. 
The Master of the Vessel has not appeared, and the fact of his absconding 
is strong presumptive evidence of guilt, had we none more decisive. I have 
now to request to know what your Excellency’s pleasure is with regard to her, 
considering it my duty to surrender her up to whosoever you may deem fit to 
take charge of her, till in due course the Case may be broughit to trial, and ad- 
jugded by the competent Judicial Authorities: in case of Condemnation, 
of which it appears to me there can be little or no doubt, reserving in behalf 
of the Officers and Crew of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship, a claim as Seizors 
tu a moicty of the Nett Procecds. I have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) OCTAVIUS VERNON. 
His Excellency Joze Felix Pereira de Burgos. : 


4 


Second Enclosure (F.) in No. 90, (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Para to Captain Vernon. 


Sir, 3 Para, September 5, 1826. 


I HAVE received your Letter of this day’s date, together with another 
from the British Vice Consul, from whom [ required, in my Letter of this 


day, the Papers belonging to the Brazihan Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,”. trom 


Maranham, which Papers were seized by your Othcers without my authority 
to do so, or to take possession, and place guards on board of her, she being at 
anchor within the “ Primeiras Vigias,” with the Brazilian Colours flying. 
> All that was permitted in the Conference with you and the Vice Consul, 
was only that her departure should be prevented, wishing in this manner to 
prove the good faith with which the Presidents in this Empire guaranty the 
‘Treaties existing between Great Britain and the Brazil, particularly after [ 
saw the second Letter which the Consul at Maranham addressed to the Presi- 
dent there, in which his Excellency is made responsible before His Imperial 
Majesty, although the President, in tle answer to the said Consul’s first Let- 
ter, alleged that, by unforeseen events, it had been impossible to detain the 
said Vessel for the purpose of examination, but that being bound to this City, 
her proper Port of discharge, he doubted not that I, as President of the 
Province, would make every examination. 

Therefore, whether the Vessel be or not judged as coming from a prohibited 
Port, I can never allow the half of the Proceeds, which you claim for the 
Officers of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship, because I made no agreement 
when, by a mere excess of frankness, I allowed that her departure should be 
prevented, supposing that, as you were also zealous in maintaining the said 
Treatics, -you and the Vice Consul had voluntarily presented yourselves, 
wishing to witness by your Officers the Cargo of :that Vessel, it berng impos- 
sible that I could conceive a Commander of a Foreign. Vessel could have any 
other object in addressing himself to me upon such an affair. Indeed, so 
much so that I ordered, through the Marine Intendant, National Naval 
Officers, to examine the said Vessel, and they were the same to whom, in iny 
above-quoted Despatch to the Vice Consul I allude, as improperly overhauled 
by the British Officers. I had also another object in that step, which was, 
that at no time either the British Consul at Maranham, the. Vice-Consul here, 
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ee or any British Subject whatever, should persuade himself that the 
esidents of His Imperial Majesty sanction such illicit Trathick. It is also evi- 
dent that I have no right to permit that Prizes should be made under the Na- 
tional Forts, where even Foreign Vessels cannot be taken by Vessels of other 
Friendly Nations. How much more does the seizure of a Vessel belonging to a 
Brazilian Subject, and which had no appearance of being about to depart, being 
within the ‘ Primeiras Vigias” with a Passport for this City, belong to this 
Nation; and it Js so true that this Vessel was not ready to depart, that the 
Master was not on board, without that circumstance being a necessary conse- 
quence of motives of dread, but because he came for some assistance, for had it 
been from dread, he would never have anchored in such an exposed Place. 

There is further to observe, in attenticn to this conjecture, that from the 
Document furnished by the Naval Officer I sent for the purpose of examina-' 
tion on board, it appears that there are not any indications of Slaves having’ 
been on board, as also appears from the Papers taken by your Ofticers, which 
were transmitted by you. | 

It remains for me to inform you, that the Brig must be given up to the Na- 
tional Guard I am sending for the purpose, and that the Papers will be trans- 
mitted to the competent Judge. God preserve you. 


(Signed) JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS. 


Captain Vernon, Commander of 


H. B. M. Sloop-of-War “ Primrose.” 


Second Enclosure (G.) in No. 90. 
Captain Vernon to the President of the Province of Para. 


H. B. M. 8.“ Primrose,” Para, Sept. 6, 1826. 
Most ExcEL.LenT AND ILLustrious Sir, 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt uf your Excellency’s Let- 
ter of yesterday’s date, and in reply thereto, [ feel it quite incumbent upon 
me to trouble you at some length, far above what I could wish. It is the firet 
part ot your Excellency’s Letter alone which requires my more immediate 
notice and observations thereon, and it is with feelings of considerable sur- 
prise and regret that I find the tenour of it so widely different from what I had 
certainly every reason to expect. I had flattered myself that the prompt and 
successful execution of the service which your Excellency did me the honour’ 
to entrust to me, given in the most ready, handsome and most friendly man- 
ner; the fullest and strictly unqualified power to pertorm it in any way f might 
deem most effectual and advisable; would have been, followed by some ex- 
pression at least of approbation, if not thanks. But on the contrary, to my 
utter astonishinent, your Excellency, ina very different spirit from what I could 
have possibly anticipated, rather expresses displeasure, and charges the Officers 
of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship with having exceeded the authority vranted : 
it gives rise to feclings which I shall refrain from expressing ; but 1t becomes’ 
necessary that I should examine these charges in detail, and explain and vin- 
dicate their conduct, which I beg to say has my fullest approbation, and merits’ 
my warmest thanks, for their zeal and activity, and correct discharge of their 
duty; excepting, however, the Case of the Schooner, which your Excellency 
justly notices in your Letter to the Vice Consul, and which I am most 
anxious to assure you I myself considered in the same light: it accordingly 
met my displeasure, and I censured the conduct of the Officer on that occasion, 
who unfortunately was thoughtlessly led away by a mistaken zcal in the ser- 
vice in which’ he was engaged. I deeply regret this circumstance, anxiously 
desirous that nothing should occur to interrupt or weaken the cordiality and 
harmony happily ‘sisting so strongly between the two Nations. 

I must now cad to your Excellency’s mind, that, in the conference that 
the Vice Consul and myself had the honour of having with you, I was given 
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to understand, most explicitly and decidedly, that I not only had your 
Excellency’s most pertect and tull sanction, permission, and authority, to pro- 
ceed as I thought best, in the Ship, or by Boats, to detain and secure the ‘ Pe- 
dro Primeiro,” but also any assistance was offered in case of my requiring it. 
Upon which I thanked your Excellency, and replied, all I wished was a 
Pilot to bring her up to the City, which you most kindly immediately ordered, 
asking where he should be sent to. But I most positively declare that it 
never was intimated to me at all, that any Brazilian Othger was to accompany 
our Boats, nor even a Pilot, excepting by my wish, and the circumstance of 
his not going with them arose from his coming on board so late, half an hour 
after our Boats had left, which F assured him that [lamented exceedingly ; that 
I had unfortunately no other Boat fit to send, but that if one could be pro- 
cured on Shore, I would send men. The reason of my being unwilling to 
detain the Boats longer, was, that I felt assured the Brig would receive informa- 
tion of our intentions, so as either to prepare for a defence, or avail herself of the 
latter part of the ebb tide to drop lower down the River, and thereby effect an 
escape. It will appear I was amply justified im the above conclusion, for the 
fact was, that a Canoe started express from the City half an hour previous to 
our Boats, carrying information to her, but was anticipated and overtaken by 
the activity and exertion of my Officers and their Boats’ Crews. I now come 
to notice the stress your Excellency lays upon the Officer commanding the 
Boats possessing himself of the Brig’s Papers without your authority, and also 
his placing Sentinels on board her. I must observe that had he so far forgot- 
ten himse!f as to neglect that duty, which I confidently state is universally 
considered by all Maritime Nations to be of the first and most paramouut 
importance in every Case of detention, lie would have been deserving of the 
most severe censure. | , 

Moreover, | have to inform you, that my positive Instructions with which I 
am furnished, as-agreed upon by Treaty between the Brazilian and British 
Governments, strictly require that, on detaining any Vessel, the Captains shall 
secure and take charge of the Papers, for subsequent delivery to the proper 
Authorities and Tribunals. At the same tne we are instructed, that every 
care and diligence shall be taken, that nothing on board is to be injured or 
taken away. For which purpose I submit that it is essential, and the practice 
in every Case, to insure this, to place Sentinels, which was accordingly done, 
not supposing it would be construed into disrespect to the Brazilian Flag. 
With respect to her offering resistance, it 1s impossible to say whether she 
would have attempted any or not had we not been too expeditious to allow her 
any time for preparation. ot 

I do hope, on consideration, your Exeellency will sce and admit that it was 
manifestly for the benefit of the Brazilian Government, as well as being in 
compliance with my Orders, and the general practice of all Nations, that the 
strictest care shonld be taken of all Papers found on board, on the detention of 
a Vessel, to guard against accidental loss or wilful destruction. On these 
grounds alone were the Papers of the ‘* Pedro Primeiro” taken and conveyed to 
me, to enable me to transmit them to your Excellency ; 1n so doing I much 
‘regret that there was some unavoidable delay, arising from the ditticulty of 
getiing my Letter translated, so that your Letter on the subject had reached 
the Vice Consul previous to the forwarding of mine, 

Your Excellency, I am sure, cannot but do me the justice to acknowledge, . 
that in no way, nor by any expression, was the power and authority you were 
kind enough to grant me limited or qualitied ; that it extended to the positive 
detention of the Brig. What followed was clearly a matter of course, there 
having been no deviation from our Laws and Customs in such Cases. It could’ 
not be expected that I should possibly know whether or not your Excellency 
could.invest me with the power and authority you did. But having received 
such, it only remained to me faithfully and quickly to act upon it; which I 
trust I'did, though I regret that, in return, I should experience your dissatis- 
faction; still less it became me to point out that Brazilian Officers alone 
should have undertaken the scrvice. I cannot but most sincerely lament 
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that any feclings of jealousy should have been excited on this occasion, on 
which but one tceling ought to exist between and unite us, dictated by duty 
and humanity, an anxious desire and zealous co-operation to bring to justice 
every Violator of the Laws of his Country. With regard to what I said, as to 
a share in the Proceeds in case of Condemnation, I only fulfilled my bounden 
duty towards the Officers and Men under my command. It appeared to me 
to be a Case that, beyond doubt, would have to be brought to trial before the 
Mixed Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro, in which case a moiety would be 
adjudged to the British Government, but if your Excellepcy thinks fit, upon 
your own responsibility, to have it tried in the Courts of this Province, it alters 
_the case, and no remuneration for their trouble and exertions can be claimed 
or looked for. 1 cannot conceal my surprize that:your Excellency should 
have any doubt as to the-‘‘ Pedro Primeiro’s” having had Slaves on board, 
for it is distinctly stated in her Log, and officially known, that 160 were ac- 
tually reported at Maranham and not there landed. Further, from the confes- 
sion of some of the Crew on board of her, that they have been since landed in’ 
part on the Coast, and the remainder in this River. | | 
Under these circumstances she never could have ventured to anehor here, 
and I feel confident that she would not have remained one hour longer in the 
Bay of Santo Antonio than she could avoid, and that, having unfortunately 
succeeded in landing her Slaves, she was solely detained by the want of an 
anchor and some provisions, which were on their way down to her at the same 
time our Boats were proceeding to detain her. Morcover, the Pilot, Correia, 
was engaged to take her out. It cannot, in conclusion, escape your Excel- 
lency’s notice, that the want alone of a regular Passport renders her voyage 
illegal, which, according to the information from His Britannick Majesty’s 
Consul at Maranham, she cannot produce. 
. In short, considering it altogether so gross an infraction of the Slave Treaty, 
I do hope and rest assured, that your Excellency will ultimately view it in the 
same light, and proceed against all the Parties concerned, with the utmost, 
rigour of the Law. I have the honour to be, &c. 


HL. E. Joze Feliz Pereira de Burgos. 


Second Enclosure (H.) in No. 90. 
Mr. Pice-Consul’ Hesketh to the President of the. Province of Pard. 


‘Pard, Semember 16, 1826. 
Most EXceLvext AND ILLustRious SIB, | 
1 HAD the honour to address a Letter to your Excellency on the 5th 


instant, making known the arrival of the Brig “* Pedro Primeiro” at her: 


Anchorage in this city. . | | es | 
At the same time I acquainted your Excellency that the information re- 


ceived trom His Britannick Majesty’s Consul at Maranham was in some mea- - 


sure verified by the fact of no Slaves being found on board that Vessel, and 


I asked your Exccllency to be ‘pleased to investigate this matter, and the: 


landing of the Slaves atter her departure trom Maranham. 


I have now to acquaint your Excellency that I have this day intelligence 


from His Britannick Majesty’s Consul at Maranham, that the said Slaves 
were landed at Tury. 


Your Excellency will perceive that, independent of an infraction of the 


Treaties, there is an outrage on the Custom-House Regulations of. this: 
Country, and I feel convinced your Excellency will not allow. to pass un-- 


noticed such a direct transgression of the Laws. 


(Signed) OCTAVIUS VERNON. 


ee 
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_ I shall have the greatest satisfaction to know the result of your Excel- 
lency’s determination, respecting the important objects, which it has been 
my Int to place before your Excellency. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN HESKETH. 


fis Excellency Joze Feliz Pereira de Burgos. 


Sccond Enclosure (I.) in No. go. (Translatton.) 


The President of the Province of Pard to Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh. 


Sir, Pard, September 17, 1826. 


I] HAVE received your Despatches, dated the 5th and 16th instant, the 
latter accompanied with that from His Britannick Mayesty’s Consul in Ma- 
ranham, to whom I shall reply by the first opportunity. — 

In the mean time I assure you, and the same you can communicate to the 
said Consul, that I have, under this day’s date, dispatched from this Secretary 
to all the Towns on the Coast, decisive Orders addressed to the Civil and - 


Military Authorities, making them responsible for a legal Investigation of . 


every matter relating to the suspicions and indications which you inform me 
you have of the smuggling of the Slaves, which you say were destined for 
this City, on board the Brazilian Brig ‘* Pedro Primetro,” from Ports where 
such a T'raffick is prohibited by the Treaties; and that in case such Slaves 
are found or heard of, to remit the proofs to the ‘‘ Ouvidoria Geral” of this 
District, in order that the competent Judge to examine into such Contra- 
band, may proceed in the manner I have ordained in my Despatclics, dated 
the 4th and 9th instant, Copies of which I transmit, in order that you may 
be informed of all the steps I have taken in this matier, and that it is to the 
said Judge, to whom I have, as the competent Authority, directed every Paper’ 
and Order respecting this affair, that you ought to address yourself for any 
Judicial acts which you as a Person interested in such Matters may deem 
requisite. God preserve you, 


(Signed) JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS. 
John Hesketh, Esq. | 


Second Enclosure (J.) in No. 90. © (Translation.) 
The President of the Province of Pard to Doctor Ferreira. 


Pard, September 4, 1826. 


THE British Publick Agent in ‘this City, Mr. Hesketh, having informed 
me, that he had intelligence, that in the Bay of Saint Antonio, there was a Brig 
at anchor, which he was told had Slaves on board, obtained from Ports where 
such a Traffick is prohibited by Treaty between Portugal and Great Britain, 
and other Nations, amongst whom Brazil is also included; and the said Vice- 
Consul having also shewn me the Correspondence which took place between 
the British Consul and his Excellency the President in the Province of Ma- 
ranham, from which it is seen that the Brig “* Pedre Primeiro” centered that 
_ Port not having a legal Passport to come from such prohibited Places, and 
ultimately departed unexpectedly for this.City, where she was bound accord- 
ing to hér Passport, and this before her departure could be prevented by the 
President of that Province, in virtue of the Declaration and Information of the 
said Consul; requesting theretore that I should allow the Commander of His 
Britannick Majesty’s Sloop of War “ Primrose,” then in this Port togo in search 
of her, I not only promised every assistance required for this service, but also 
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assured him that I should on my part do every thing that was requisite, and 
accordingly procured a Pilot and a Naval Officer, to‘ proceed in the Boats of 
His Britannick Majesty’s Ship to capture the said Brig, ordering you under 
the heaviest responsibility to take every step in your official duty; not only 
as Magistrate of the Police, but also as Superintendent of Contraband, in 
order to prevent as well the breaking and infringement of the said Treatics, 
as also. most particularly to prevent frauds on the Revenue of the Imperial 
Treasury, even though the Slaves should come from Ports not prohibited, so 
that the contagion of any disease they may bring should be presented. 
od preserve you, 


(Signed) JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS. 


Doctor Joaquim Mariano Ferreira, 


Ouvidor pelu Ley. 


Second Enclosure (K.) in No. 90. (Translation.) 
| Lhe President of the Digan of Para to Doctor Ferretra. 


Para, September 9, 1826. 


I TRANSMIT to you a Nautical Journal, or Diary, also a Pass for the 
Fort in the Port of Maranham, signed by his Excellency the President of that 
Province, and another signed: by the Provisional Junta of this City, on the 
16th January 1824; likewise a Letter from the Chief Health Officer, ad 
enterim, Joao Bento Rodrigues Fernandes, dated 28th August 1825; likewise 
a Muster-Roll signed by Antonio Marques da Costa Soares, Secretary of the 
Government at the Cape de Verd, the whole belonging to the Brazihan Brig 
“ Pedro Primetro,” which was found anchored.in the Bay of Saint Antonio, 
ina Gulf of the River of this Capital, and where she was improperly searched 
by the Officers of His Britannick Majesty’s Sloop-of-War “ Primrose,” and 
seized, by abusing the simple authority I gave the Commander of that Sloop- 
of-War, which was merely to prevent the departure of the said Brig, while. I 
took every requisite step in my power to investigate exactly, according to the 
legal forms, the Cargo on board, proceeding according to the Laws ot the 
Empire in the event of finding on board Slaves from Ports prohibited by 
Treaties between Brazil and other Nations, or of its being shewn that frauds 
had been committed. You will, therefore, proceed in conformity to my first 
Despatch, dated 4th instant, in all examinations respecting such objects, to 
the end that the legality or fraud of such Papers may be verifiea, as well as 
the truth whether or not the said Vessel came from the prohibited Ports, and 
whether she can be ultimately given up to her Owners, or to the Fiscal if the 
Case and the Laws so determine, it being your duty to facilitate to the Owner 
or Owners their just right in all such matters, until the final Sentence or 
Decision, continuing under the conviction, that no Individual of the said Sloop- 
of-War is entitled under any principle, or in any case whatever, to any part of 
the said Vessel, her Cargo, or Proceeds; in so much as I, only wishing 
to shew the good faith with which I and the President of Maranham 
sustain, on the part of Ilis Imperial Majesty, in our respective Pro- 
vinces, the immunity of the said ‘Treaties, did allow the British Agent and 
the Commander of the said Sloop-of-War, if they wished themselves to 

revent the departure of that Vessel, they having also acquatnted me of 
ee appearance and anchoring in the said Bay, after shewing me the Commu- 
nications of the British Consul in Maranham to the President, and the Answer 
of the latter, whom the said Consul attempts to make responsible to Fis 
Imperial Majesty for having allowed that the said Brig should proceed from 
that Port to this, notwithstanding the reason given. You ought to be further~ 
more informed, that the British Officers having, in an arbitrary manner, placed. 
Guards on board the said Brig “Pedro Primeiro” m consequence of the reasons 
before stated, a short time after doing so, the Second Licutenant of the 
Imperial and National, Navy, Francisco Joze de Mello, and the Scrivener of 
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the Intendant’s Office, Manoel Caetano Prestes, werc both present on the spot, 
and I also transmit an account of what they observed, in conformity with my 
Orders, and the Despatch addressed to the Intendant of Marine on the 4th in- 
stant. And the said Brig with her Crew having been ultimately conducted and 
brought to this Anchorage by the British Guard, I communicated all this to 
the Commander of the Sloop-of-War, expressing my surprize at all the acts 
which surpassed my intention, and directing him to order that the said Brig, 
the Crew and every thing on board, should be delivered to the Military 
National Guard of the First Lieutenant of Artillery, Joze Maria de Campos, a 
Corporal and 12Soldiers, the British Guard then retiring; all which was fulfilled. 

From that time the said Lieutenant of Artillery had my orders not to allow 
any Person or thing to leave the said Brig, until you should send through me 
any orders. It is, therefore, understood, that the said Brig, and all which ts 
in her, is from this time at your disposal, until the final Judicial Decisions upon 
the said objects. 

It behoves me finally to inform you, that, in a Despatch addressed to me by 
the Commander of the British Sloop-of-War, I am informed that in the Bay 
of Saint Antonio, in another part of the Coast, Slaves were landed, although it 
appears that there were no indications of such proceedings, from the Declara- 
tion of the Brazilian Naval Officer, or from the enclosed Papers. You will, 
therefore, -address yourself officially to those Quarters, or adopt any other 
course you may deem best, requesting from me every assistance you may think 
requisite for the better fulfilment of all that I, in this respect, intrust to you, 
under the greatest responsibility of the Laws, acquainting me finally with the 
ultimate result of this affair, in order, that, if necessary, J may communicate it 
to His Imperial Majesty. I also requiring from you forthwith the acknow- 
ledgment of this Despatch and its Enclosures. God preserve you, 


(Signed) JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS. 
Doctor Joaquim Mariano Ferreira, Ouvidor pela Ley. 


Sccond Enclosure (L.) in No. 90. | 
Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


Sir, Pard, September 26, 1826. 

AS, the Case of the Brazilian Brig, the “ Pedro Primeiro,’ will no doubt 
speedily come to the knowledge of His Majesty’s and the Brazilian Govern- 
ment, respectively, and as inconvenience may arise from garbled Statementy 
being sent from hence to the Court of Rio de Janeiro on the subject, I have 
deemed it advisable to transmit to you full particulars of what has trans- 
pired here with regard to the same. 

I have the honour to transmit you Copy of a Despatch, and its Enclosure, 
received from His Majesty’s Consul at Maranham, communicating the first 
intelligence of the said Biig “ Pedro Primeiro’s” being concerned in the illicit 
Trathck in Slaves, and what had transpired there on the subject. 

I forward you also Copy of my Despatch to the Consul at Maranham, and 
its Enclosure, by which you will perceive that the said Brig was, under the 
sanction and authority of his Excellency the President of this Province, seized 
in the Bay of Saint Antonio, in this River, by the Boats of His Majesty’s 
Ship the “ Primrose,” under the command of Octavius Vernon, Esq. and 
brought up to the Anchorage off this City, and finally delivered up to the 
Brazilian Government, with her Papers, for Adjudication.— 

Also the Correspondence between his Exce!lency the President and myself 
rclative to Captain Vernon, and the delay occasioned in his not transmitting 
earlier to his Excellency the Papers belonging to the Brig ‘* Pedro Primeiro.”— 

Copies of the Correspondence between Captain Vernon and his Excellency. 
. the President, in which he amply vindicates all his proceedings.— 

Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty’s Consul at Maranham, dated Sep- 
tember 11, 1826, giving furtber particulars of the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro.” +r 


~ 


Brag, “135 


And Copy of my Correspondence with his Excellency the President, by 
which you will be informed of the matter's being finally referred to the Judi- 
cial Authorities of this Province. | oc. a we s er 

‘It is needless for me at present te enter upon any comment on the subject, 
a8 you will better see the bearings of the Case by the perusal of the Documents 
herein transmitted you. I have the honour to be, &e. _ 


- 


Henry Chamberluin, Es9. (Signed) JOHN HESKETH. 


-~ 


Third Enclosyre in No. 90. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 


(Extract.) Maranham, October 28, 1826. 


IN reference to my Despatch, dated August 21st, a Duplicate of which I 
now transmit, with its Enclosures, I have further to state that the Brig 
‘“‘ Pedro Primeiro,” on leaving this Port, proceeded to the Bay of Tury, on 
the confines of the Province of Para, where the Slaves were landed clandes- 
tinely. a | | 7 i. 

This transgression induced me to address, on the 11th ultimo, the Presi- 
dent of Para, as well as the British Vice-Consul at that Port, and I beg leave 
to enclose Copies of both those Despatches. 

Having afterwards information that some of the Negroes had been brought 


into this City, | again addressed the President of this Province; but his Ex- | 


cellency only returned an evasive answer, and furnished another proof of that 
conduct of which I have so frequently complained, in matters connected with 
the execution of the Slave-trade Treaties, 

I beg leave to refer to the enclosed Copy of a Report I made of the occur- 
rence, on the 14th instant, to Mr. Secretary Canning. 

So far, every circumstance in this Port, concerning the Brig ‘ Pedro Pri- 
meiro” has proved the illegality of that Vessel’s voyage. 


Fortunately, however, matters took a different course at Para, as will be 


seen from the enclosed Copy of a Despatch from the British Vice-Consul at 
that Port, dated the 30th of September 1826, and its Enclosures. The 
accidental presence of His Majesty’s Ship ‘ Primrose,” and the Officer- 
like and effectual manner in which her Officers executed the service which 
the President of that Province had ailowed, placed the “‘ Pedro Primeiro” in 
his Excellency’s possession, under such clear proofs of a guilty Case, as forced 
his Excellency either to order a legal investigation, or incur a heavy respon- 
sibility. In this situation the President has expressed dissatisfaction at the 
conduct: of the British Officers; and, on perusing the Correspondence bc- 
tween Captain Vernon and the President, that dissatisfaction appears must 
unreasonable. 7 

From the President’s Letter, dated’ Par4, September 17, 1826, addressed 
to the Vice Consul, it will be seen that every efficacious order has been given 
by his Excellency for the proper investigation of the Case of the ‘ Pedro 
Primeiro;” and if the different subordinate Authorities, now individually 
responsible, do their duty, the result must be the condemnation of that Vessel. 

I have also to acquaint you, that Manoel Antonio da Silva Brandao 
returned to this Place from Para on board the “ Carolina,” intending to clear 
himself froin the consequences of the seizure of the ‘“ Pedro Primeiro,” and 
afterwards to proceed again in the ‘ Carolina” to Africa. But this- notorious 
Violator of all Law dicd on a bed of sickness and misery, on the 23d instant, 
and, in consequence of his death, the destination of the ** Carolina” appears 
to be, at present, doubtful. | | | 

I have thus givenyou a full report of all which has transpired respecting 
the “ Pedro Primciro” up to this date, and I shall transmit a Copy of this 
Despatch to [His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 


Henry Chamberlain, Eisq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


. 
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No, Ql. 


Mr. Consul Hesheth to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Dec. 22.) 


Sir, a Maranham, October 30, 1826. 


IN obedience to the Tactuetone contained in the Despatch of the Slave- 
trade Series, dated June 22, I have now the honour to transmit a Copy of 
the Despatch which I addressed, on the 29th ultimo, to His Majesty’s Chargé 
d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, respecting the 1 improper treatment suffered by 
the Negroes who arrived in the Schooner “ Carolina.” 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


&e. &e. &c. - 


Enclosure in No. gl. 


Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain. 
(Extract.) | | Maranham, September 29, 1826. 


IN reference to my former Despatch upon the subject, I have to state, 
that the abuses committed in eae ot the freedom of the Negroes by 
the * Carolina’ are still proceeding ; and, I am informed, that Certificates 
of the burial of other Negroes have been cautiously procured by those who 
“were entrusted with some of the free Negroes ; so that, if ever these shameful 
aie are investigated, many more will be falsely reported as dead. 

ost of these Negroes are now in the Country, working as Field or Planta- 
tion Slaves. 


Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


No. 92. 
Mr. Secretary Gentine to sla Consul Hesketh. 


«Sir, | Pition Office, December 30, 1826. 
YOUR Despatches of this Scries, up to the 30th of October last, have 


been duly received. 

I perceive with satisfaction, the continuance, on your part, of great vigi- 
Jance and discretion in the execution of vour Instructions, as to African Slave- 
trade; and, although your efforts.for the prevention aud the punishment of 
these illegal enterprizes have as yet been attended with but little success, I 
think it right to mark my sense of your conduct. 


Iam, &e. 
Robert Hesketh, Esq. — (Signed) 2. GEORGE CANNING. 


No. 93. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Robert Gordon. 
(Extract. ) | Foreign Office, August 4, 1826. 


I SEND: to you a collection of State Piet. containing, among other 
matters, the various Papers which have been presented to Parliament upon 
the subject of the Slave-trade, since and including the Year 1815. 

The extent of the Correspondence upon Slave- “trade is $0 great, that I have 
found it necessary to direct that the Despatches which treat upon this subject 
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shall be formed into a separate Series, distinct from the general Series of the 
Despatclies of the Year. : | 

You will distinguish those of your Despatches, which treat directly or in- 
directly of the Slave-trade, from your Despatches which treat of other sub- 
jects, by heading the former with the words “ Slave Trade,” in the manner 
practised in the present Despatch, and numbering them, from first to last, as 
a separate Series. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
The Right Hon. Robert Gordon, 

&e. &c, &c. 


No. 94. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Robert Gordon. 


Sir, | Foreign Office, Mdugust 31, 1826. 
1 SEND to you the Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty’s Consul at 


Maranham, dated the 5th ultimo, reporting, that the Schooner, the * Move de ' 


Marco,” bad arrived there from the Cape de Verds, with a Cargo of 86 Slaves, 
and that they had been permitted to land under a false entry from Cabinda. 

You will lay this matter before the Government of Brazil, in corroboration 
of the former accounts, tending to prove the disposition of the Authorities at 
Maranham, to encourage illegal Slave-trade, and you will urge them to take 
proper measures to prevent this continued and flagrant infraction of the 
Treaties, in opposition to the declared humane intentions of the Sovereign of 
Brazil. I am, &c. 


The Right Hon. Robert Gordon, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
&c. &e. &e. . 


No. 95. 
Mr, Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Robert Gordon. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 7, 1826. 


IN reference to the Correspondence which you will find among the Archives 
of the Mission, upon the subject of the Schooner ‘* Carolina;” I send 
you the Copy of a Letter from His Majesty’s Consul at Maranham, dated 
the 30th June last, reporting the scandalous frauds which have been com- 
mitted by the Trustee, under whose care the Negroes who were found on 
board of that Vessel were placed ; many of them it appears were reported to 
be dead, in’ order that, instead of being liberated, they might be conveyed in 
secret to slavery, and those who would have been able to have gained their 


livelihood in the Town by handicraftship, had they been liberated, had been — 


sent to Plantations up the Country, there to work for 14 Years. 
Mr. Hesketh reported it as his opinion, that the lot of all will bea return to 
slavery. | 
You will bring this matter to the notice of the Brazilian Government, in 
_order to induce an enquiry into the state of the Case, and endeavour to rescue 
these unfortunate Negroes from the slavery which seems to await them, and 
to procure the punishment of the different Individuals who have thus abused 


the power, with which they have been vested solcly for the purposes of | 


humanity. Iam, &c. 
The Right Hon. Robert Gordon, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


&e. &e. &c. 
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a No. 96. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Robert Gordon. 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 22, 1826, 


MR. CONSUL HESKETH has transmitted to me, under date of the 
15th and the 19th of July, further details upon the subject of the ‘* Nove de 
Margo,” on which Case you were instructed in my Despatch of this Series, 
of the 31st ultimo. 

These further details prove evidently a desire on the part of the Local 
Authorities at Maranham to connive at the illegal Slave-trade, in which the 
Subjects of The Emperor of Brazil at that Place are concerned, and to evade 
the fulfilment of ‘he Emperor’s desire to suppress that Trade. 

1 have to instruct you to address a strong representation upon the subject 
to His Imperial Majesty’s Ministers, urging them to issue Orders expressive 
of their serious disapprobation of such proceedings, which Orders may save 
these unfortunate Negroes from remaining in slavery, and put down the con- 
tinuance of Slave-trade at Maranham. 

As Mr. Hesketh acquaints me that he has furnished His Majesty’s Mission 
at Brazil with Copies of the Documents, which he sent here upon the Case, 
I do not transmit them to you. Iam, &c. 


The Right Hon. Robert Gordon, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


C. &e. &e. 


wo bby 
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No. 97. | 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Bagot. 


Sie, _ Foreign Office, March 13, 1826. 


WITH reference to the Treaty with the Netherlands for the prevention of 
the Slave-trade ; I have to acquaint your Excellency that, by a Communica- 
tion this day received from the Admiralty, it appears that the Instructions 
referred to in the said Treaty, have been issued to the following Ships and 
Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy :— | 


Names. * Guns. Commanders. 
MUSSOP ceveciaswars AG cacdics G. Harris. 
Po tg) eer ere 1 rere G. W. Willes. 
PLiMmrose vo csecveees 18 ...... Oct. ¥. Vernon. 
Redwing ........ ese EB usaws D. C. Clavering. 
Dispatch ..ccererees ES} Santee Robt. W. Parsors. 
DO CTPOE ee oid aa de 10 secs Wm. Hobson. 
CONfICE o6 4206-0 ece48 0 eee Lieut. J. Chrystie. 


And that the Instructions, which had been issued to His Majesty’s Ships 
' © Pyramus,” “ Ariadne,” “ Bann,” “ Victor,” “ Ringdove,” and “ Grecian,” 
have been recalled, and cancelled. . 
I request that you will communicate this Statement to the Government of 
The King of the Netherlands. = Iam, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. ° 


hs Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, G.C. B. 
&c. &e. Re. | 


No. 98. | 
Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received March 20.) 


Sir, The Hague, March 17, 1826. 
I HAVE had the honour to receive your Despatch (Slave-trade) of the 13th 


instant, and I have communicated to Monsieur de Verstolk, the Names and 
Force of His Majesty’s ee and Vessels, to which the Instructions referred to 
in the Treaty between His Majesty and The King of the Netherlands, for 
the prevention of the Slave-trade, have been given. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 
5 | 


&c. &c. Ci 


| No. 99. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Bagot. 
, Sir, 7 Foreign Office, May 10, 1826. 
I SEND to your Excellency, for communication to the Netherlands 


Government, the accompanying Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty’s Com- oe 
missioners at Surinam, dated the 18th of January last,* stating that there has ood 


* See Class A. No. 164, 
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been no Dutch Vessel-of-War of any description at Surinam since July 1825, 
and that reports were prevalent that Slave-ships were frequently off that 
Coast, and effected upon the Island illicit disembarkations of Negroes. 

The Netherlands Goveinment, when duly informed, will, duubtless, take 
prompt steps to prevent a recurrence Pe this — of their Laws. 

am, &c. 
| (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 

Elis Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, G.C. LB. | 


&c. Sc. « &e. 


No. 100. 
Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Sceretary Canning.—( Received May 15.) 


SIR, The Hague, Afay 12, 1826. 


I HAD the honour to reccive last Niebt your Despatch of the 6th of 
this Month, transmitting to the printed Copies of the Papers presented to 
both LLlouses of Parliament, relative to the Slave-trade. 7 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 

The Right Ton. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 
“ye. Se  & . = 


No. 101. 
Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 21.) 


Sir, | The Hague, May 19, 1826. 


I HAD the honour to receive on the 15th, your Despatch (Slave-trade) of 
the 10th instant, transmitting to me the Copy of a Despatch from His 
Majesty’s Commissioners at Surinam, stating that there had been no Dutch 
Vessel-of-War upon that Station since the Month of July last. 

I had an opportunity 2 days ago of acquainting M. de Verstolk with the 
information contained in that Despatch, and I yesterday addressed to him a 
Note, of which the enclosed is a Copy, upon the subject of it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 
Se. &e. §c. | 


Enclosure in No. 101. 
Sir Charles Bagot to the Baron de Verstotk. 
| The Hague, May 17, 1826. 


IN obedience to the Instructions which he has received from his Court, 
the Undersigned, &c. has the honour to transmit to his Excellency the Baron 
Verstolk de Soelen, Minister of Foreign Affairs, the enclosed Copy of a Des- 
patch which has been addressed to His Majesty’s Government, by His Ma- 
jesty’s Commissioners at Surinam, stating that, since the departure from that 
Coast of His Netherlands Majesty’s Brig, * Mercure,” in the Month of July 
Jast, no Dutch Ship of War had appeared off that Station, and that reports 
were. very prevalent, that Slave Ships had frequently appeared in the neigh- 
bouring Waters, and had effected the illicit debarkation of Negroes upon the 


Island. | 


The assurances contained in the Note of his Excellency the Comte de 
Reede of the 12th July 1824, to Viscount Granville, upon the subject of the 
Naval Force to be maintained upon the Surinam Coast, and the promptitude 
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( 
invariably shewn by the Netherlands Government, to adopt every measure in 
their power for the suppression of the ‘Traftick in Slaves, make it only neces- 
sary for the Undersigned to call the attention of M.de Verstolk to the in- 
formation contained in the enclosed Letter, in order to engage his Excellency 
to give such directions as he may judge most effectual for the purpose of re- 
medying the inconvenience of which it complains. 


The Undersigned, &c. 
His Excellency the Baron de Verstotk, 


&e. Se. Se. 


No. 102. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Bagot. 
Sir, | foreign Office, May 31, 1826. 


I SEND to you an Extract of a Despatch which I have received from Mr. 
J.T. Williams, His Majesty’s Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone, dated the 
20th March last,* describing the facility with which Vessels, destined in rea- 
lity tor Atrican Slave-trade, obtain in the Netherlands Colonies, Licences, 
which enable them to set out upon this nefarious undertaking with the ap- 
pearance of a legal Trathck. 

Your Excellency will lay this matter before The Ministers of The King of 
the Netherlands, who, I doubt not, will be earnest in transmitting Instrue- 
tions to His Colonial Authorities, to prevent this virtual intraction of the hu- 
mane Orders already subsisting against any ‘T'raflick whatever in Slaves on the 
part of Netherlands Subjects. Iam, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
fis Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, G.C. B. . 
&c. &c. &c. 


* See Class A. No. 50. 


No 103. | 
_ Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 12.) 


Sir, The Hague, June 9, 1826. 

IN my Despatch (Slave-trade) of the 19th of last Month, I had the honour 
to transmit to you the Copy of a Note which I had addressed to Monsieur 
de Verstolk, upon the subject of .the insufficiency of the Dutch Naval Force 
upon the Coasts of Surinam, to prevent the fraudulent [Importation of Slaves. 

I herewith enclose the Copy of an Answer to this Note, which I received 
2 days ago, and by which it appears, that, since the Month of February last, 
the Dutch Brig of \\ ar “ de Valk,” has been cruizing upon that Station, and 
that measures have now been taken to insure in future the regular performance 
of this Service. | | 

I received by the Mail which arrived last Night, your Despatch of the 
31st ultimo, enclosing to me the Extract of a Letter trom His Majesty’s Com- 
missary Judge at Sierra Leone, representing the facility with which Ves- 
sels, under a pretext of legal Trafhck, but in reality destined for the African 
Slave-trade, obtain Licences from the Netherlands Colonial Authorities. 

I shall take an immediate opportunity ot bringing this matter under the 
notice of the Netherlands Government. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&c. 6s.” &c. a 


(Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 


L bo 
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Enclosure in No. 103. 


The Baron de Verstotk to Sir Charles Bagot. 
La Haye, le 6 Juin, 1826. 


LE Soussigne, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, a mis sous les ycux du Roi 
POthce qu'il a cu Phonneur de recevoir le 18 Nai dernier, de son Excellence 
Sir Charles Bagot, Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et Plénipotentiaire de Sa 
Majesté Britannique. | 

En transmettant la Copie dune Dépéche des Commissaires de Sa Majesté 
Britannique a Surinam, son Inxcelleuce en avait pris occasion de rappeler la 

romesse de tenir constamment une Force Navale des Pays Bas, en Croisiére a 
fa hauteur de Surnam pour Ja repression du Commerce des Esclaves, et 
d'ubserver que, depuis le départ du ‘ J/creure” en Juillet, il n’y avait plus 
éu de Batiment-de-Guerre du Roi dans ces Parages. 

Le Soussiené, s’étant appliqué a recucillir sur cet objet les éclaircissemens 
nécessaires se trouve 2 méme de porter ala connaissance de son Excellence, 
que des circonstances accidentales et mpreévues ont seules causé interruption 
momentanée qui parait avoir eu leu, que depuis le commencement du Mois 
de Février dernier le Brie “ Le Faucon” (De Valk) a établi sa croisiére pour 
quatre Mois sur la Cote de Surinam, et que toutes les mesures ont été prises 
‘pour assurer constainment dans la suite la régularité de ce service. 

Il aime a se flatter que lempressement avec lequel les représentations de 
Monsieur Ambassadeur de Sa Majesté Britannique ont été accueillies, répon- 
dra ‘a la confiance que son Excellence a bien voulu lui exprimer, qu'il suftirait 
de mentionner cet objet pour étre sur que le Gouvernement des Pays Bas mani- 
festerait de nouveau, son intention constante de surveiller'et de réprimer pat 
tous les moyens en son pouvoir, le commerce odieux des Esclaves. | 

Le Soussigné aPhonneur, && 
(Signé) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN. 
Son Excellence Sir Charles Bagot, 
&c. Sc.  . &e. ; 


(Translation.) ~ >. 


The. Ifague, June 6, 1826. 
TIE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, bas laid before His Majesty 


‘the Note which he had the honour to receive on the 18th May last, trom his 
Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of His Britannick Majesty. | | 

In transmitting Copy a Despatch from His Britannick Majesty's Commis- 
sioners at Surinam, his Excellency took that opportunity to recall to the 
recollection of the Undersigned, the promise to maintain constantly a Naval 
Force from the Netherlands on the cruize off Surinam, for the suppression of 
the ‘T'raflick in Slaves, and to observe that since the departure of the ‘ JZer- 

“cury” in July, there bad been no Slup-of-War ‘belonging to The King in 

- those Seas. | | | 

The Undersigned, having made the necessary enquiries on this subject, is 
enabled to inform his Excellency, that accidental and unforeseen circumstances 
have alone caised the momentarv interruption which appears to have taken 
_* place, that since the beginning of the Month of February, the Brig “ Fadcon” 
(De Valk) commenced cruizing tor 4 Months off the Coast of Surinam, and 
that every measure has been taken to insure the constant regularity of this 

“Service in future. 

He flatters himself that the readiness with which the representations of 
His Britannick Majesty’s Ambassador lave been received, will correspond 


NETHERLANDS. 168 


with the conviction, which his Excellency was pleased to express to him, that 

it was only necessary to mention the subject, to be assured that the Govern- 

ment of the Netherlands would manifest anew its fixed determination to watch 

over and repress, by every means in its power, the odious ‘T'rathck in Slaves. 
The Undersigned has the honour, &c. 


(Signed) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN. 
Is Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, | 


&e. &e.  &e. 


No. 104. 
Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(fteceived June 16.) 


Sir, | The Hague, June 13, 1826. 


ON the day of the date of my last Despatch (Slave-trade), I had an oppor- 
tunity of speaking with M. de Verstolk, upon the subject of your Despatch, 
in which was enclosed to me the Extract of a Letter from His Majesty’s Com- 
missary Judge at Sierra Leone, respecting the abuse, as regarded the Slave- 
trade, of the Licences granted to Vessels by the Netherlands Colonial 
Authorities. | | 

At the suggestion of M. de Verstolk, I have since addressed to him a. Note, 
ot which I herewith enclose a Copy, transmitting to him a Copy. of Mr. Wil- 
liam’s representations to you upon this subject. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 
&e. §c. &e. 7 


Enclosure in No. 104. 
Sir Charles Bagot to the Baron de Verstotk. 


The Hague, June 11,-1826. 


IN reference to the conversation which he had the honour to hold two days 
ago with the Baron Verstolk ‘de Soelen, Minister of Foreign Affairs, the.Ua- 
dersigned, His Britannick Majesty’s Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni+ 
potentiary, ‘has the honour to transmit to his Excellency herewith the Ex- 
tract to which he then alluded, of a Letter which has been recently received 
by His Majesty’s Government from Mr. J. T. Williams, His Majesty’s Com- 
missary Judge at Sicrra Leone, representing the facility with which Vessels, 
under the pretext of being engaged in a legal Trafhek, but in reality destined 
for the African Slave-trade, have of late found means of obtaining Licences in 
some of the Colonies of His Netherlands Majesty. 
The Cases of this kind, which are cited in the enclosed Paper, will suffi- 

ciently prove to his Excellency 'M. de Verstolk, the extent to which the Flag 

ot His Netherlands Majesty has been lately abused in this respect; and the 
. Undersigned.is well assured, that it is only necessary for him to call the 
attention of his Excellency to the details furnished by Mr. Williams, in or- 
der to induce his Excellency to cause such Instructions to be given to the 
proper Authoritics in His Netherlands Majesty’s Colonies, as may effectually 
prevent this virtual infraction of.the humane Orders already subsisting against 
any Traffick whatever in Slaves, on the part of Flis Netherlands Majesty’s 
Subjects. The Undersigned, &c. 

| | (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 
._ His Excellency the Baron de Verstolk, | 


&e. 5c. § C. 
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No. 105. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Bagot. 
SiR, Foreign Office, July 21, 1826. 

IN reference to my Despatch to your Excellency of the 31st of May, of 
this Series, I send to you the accompanying Copy of a Despatch, dated the 
4th of April, * and of its Enclosures, which [ have received fiom [lis Majesty’s 
Commissary Judge at Sicrra Leone, stating facts which confirm the account 
previously given, of the injurious facility with which Licences are granted by 
the Dutch Authorities at St. Eustatius, to Vessels whose Owners are thus en- 
abled to carry on their fraudulent undertakings in African Slave-trade. 

Your Excellency will be pleased to communicate these Papers to the Ne- 
therlands Minister, in corroboration of your former Note to bis Excellency 
upon this subject. Lam, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Ms Ewvcellency Sir Charles Bagot, G. C. B. 
&e. &c. &c. 


* See Class A. No. 56. 


No. 106.. 
_ . Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received July 27.) 


Sir, The Hague, July 25, 1826. 

I HAD yesterday the honour to receive your Despatch (Slave-trade) of 
the 21st instant, enclosing to me the Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty's 
Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone, containing further evidence of the faci- 
lity with which Licences are granted by some of the Dutch Colonial Autho- 
rities to Vessels which are in reality engaged in the African Slave-trade. 

I shall take an immediate opportunity of calling the attention of the Ne- 
therlands Government to the facts detailed in this Despatch, and in the Pa- 
pers with which it 1s accompanied. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 


Se. &c. C. 
| | "No. 107. 
Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received July 31.) 
SIR, The Hague, July 28, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose to you the Copy of a Note which I yester- 
day addressed to the Baron de Verstolk, transmitting to his Excellency Copies 
of the Letter of His Majesty’s Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone of the 4th 
of April, upon the subject of the Schooner “Vogel,” Jean Blais, Master, toge- 
ther with Copics of all the other Papers which were contained in your Des- 
patch (Slave-trade) of the 21st instant. 

‘ I have the honour to be, &c. 


_ The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 
' S&C. 


&c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 107. 
Sir Charles Bagot to the Baron de Verstolk. | 
The Hague, July 27, 1826. 


THE Undersivned, His Britannick Majesty’s Amba-sador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary, had the honour to transmit, m his Note of the 11th of 
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Yast Month, to his Excellency the. Baron Verstolk de Soelen, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, the Extract of a Letter received by His Majesty’s Govern- 


ment trom His Majesty’s Commissary Judge at: Sierra Leone, showing the - 


injurtous facility. with which Licences were granted by some of the Netherlands 
Colonial Authorities, to Vessels which, under the pretence of Legal Com- 
nierce, were, in fact, engaged in the Traffick in Slaves. 

In corroboration of the evidence furnished by this Letter, the Undersigned 
has now the honour to transmit to his Excellency, the Copy of a Despatch, 
with its several Enclosures, which has been since received from Mr. Williams, 
and which shows, even more clearly than Ins former Report, the great extent 
to which the Flag of His Netherlands Majesty is still abused in this respect. 

The Undersigned has the honour, &c. ) 


His Eacetlency the Baron de Verstoll, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT: 
&c. &e. &c. 


No. 108. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Bagot. 


Sir, ) Foreign Office, December 5, 1826. 


I HAVE to acquaint your Excellency, and to desire that you will apprize 
the Netherlands Government, that it appears by a Communication, under date 
of the 25th ultimo, from the Admiralty, that the Instructions referred to in 
the Treaty between Great Britain and the Netherlands, tor the Suppression 
of Slave-trade, have been issued to the following Ships and Vessels of His 
Majesty’s. Navy :— 


Names. Guns. Commanders. 


DAE eirwkets Seen AG: este . Lieutenant Chambers. 
North Star ...... D8 aii ea mies Captain Arabin. 

Seylla ..ccceccvece 18> 2c05 ..- Wm. Hobson. 

Pylades ..0.cceaee LS. seceseen G. V. Jackson. 


And that those Instructions have been recalled and cancelled which had been 

issued to His Majesty’s Ships ‘“ Hussar,” “ Dartmouth,” ‘ Dispatch,” 

“ Ferret,” and ‘ Swinger.” Iam, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 

Mis Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, G. C. B. 
Sc. ; he 


Sc. 
RSP LTT LAE I TI I ST ET TL a ELE DO I EE IL TET IN AEE DE TDI GEICO IGT 
No. 109. 
Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Recewed Dec. 18.) 


Sir, Brussels, December 15, 1826. 
-I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked 


Slave-trade, of the 5th instant, and I have this Morning delivered a Note 
Monsieur de Verstolk, acquainting him with the Names and Force of the Ships 
and Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy, to the Commanders of which the Instruc- 
tions referred to in the Treaty between the two Countries for the Suppression 
of the Slave-trade have been given. | 
J have the honour to be, &c. 

The Right aa” rig Canning. (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 

&c. C. C. 


L WO 
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No. 110. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Bagot. 
Sir, ' | Foreign Office, December 29, 1826. 


J HAVE received the eeveral Despatches of your Excellency of this Series, 
up to the 15th instant. | 

I send, herewith, to your Excellency, for your information, the Copy ofa 
Despatch, and of its Enclosures, from His Majesty’s Commissioners at Suri- 
nam, dated the 25th September,* giving an account of the Measures which have 
recently been adopted in that Island for giving effect to the Decrees of The 
King of the Netherlands, as to the Registration of Slaves, 

Your Excellency will take a proper opportunity of expressing to the 
Netherlands Minister the desire of ‘The King, our Master, that The King of the 
Netherlands should be made acquainted with the warm satisfaction which His 
Majesty has felt in learning these repeated proofs of the cordial co-operation of 
His Netherlands Majesty, in giving effect to the Compacts between the two 
Countries for the entire Abolition of the Traffick in Slaves. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING, 
His Excellency Six Charles Bagot, G.C. B. 
| Be. &c. SCs 


* See Class A. No. 110. 


| wy 08 


FRANCE. 


No. 11]. 
Viscount Granville io Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received March 13.; 


Sir, Paris, March 10, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose the Answers that I have received to two 
Notes which I addressed to his Excellency the Baron de Damas, on the sub- 
ject of French Vessels, under French Colours, trading in Slaves, and wherein 
I particularly signalized the Vessels ‘ Clartsse” of Nantes, and the “ Deux 
Clementines.” | 

His Excellency, in thanking me for the Communication, informs me, that 
the French Government were already aware of the circumstances relative to 
the first-nained Vessel, and, with regard to the other, that he had lost no time 
in transmitting my Communication to the Minister of Marine. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GRANVILLE. 
&e. &e. &c. 


First Enclosure in No. 111. 
The Baron de Damas to Viscount Granville. 


Monsieur L’AMBASSADEUR, Paris, le 6 Mars, 1826. 


J’AI recu, avec la Lettre yue votre Excellence m’a fait ’honneur de 
m’écrire le 1¢° de ce Mois, la Piéce qui Paccompagnait, et qui signale, comme 
ayant été employé ala Lraite des Noirs, le Navire “ Za Clarisse,” de Nantes, 
Capitaine Camin, ct non Gamé. Je ne puis que remercier votre Excellence 
de cette Communication. Le Gouvernement était déjx instriit des circon- 
stances relatives 4 ce Batiment. Le Ministre de la Marine s’est ethpressé de 
faire prendre a ect évard des informations dont ses Instructions ne peuvent 
que hater le résultat. J'ai, &e. | 
&. E. Le icomte Granville. (Siené) LEBARON DE DAMAS. 


&e. &e. &c. 


(Translation.) 


My Lorp, 3 Paris, March 6, 1826. 
I HAVE received, together with the Letter which your Excellency did 
me the honour to address to mé on the Ist Instant, the Document which ac- 
companied it, and which designates, as having been employed in the Trafhick 
in Slaves, the Ship “ La Clarisse,’ of Nantes, Captain Camin, and not 
Gamé. | 
I cannot but thank your Excellency for this Communication. The Go- 
vernment was already informed of the circumstances relating to this Vessel. 
The Minister of Marine has lost no time in causing the necessary enquiries to 
be made upon the subject, of which his Instructions wilt not fail to hasten the 
result. Fhave thehonour,&c. 
(Signed) THE BARON DE DAMAS. 
hs Excellency Viscount Granville, — : 
&c. &ec. &c. | 
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Second Enclosure in No. 111. 
The Baron de Damas to Viscount Granville. 


Monsieur 1’AMBASSADEUR, _ Paris, ce 6 Mars, 1826. 


J'AI recu la Lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait ’honneur de m’écrire |e 
ler dece Mois; a laquelle étaient jointes différentes Pi&ces qui, entr’ autres 
Navires Francais prévenus de faire la Traite des Noirs, sur la Cote Orientale 
d'Afrique, signalent particuligrement le Navire “Les Deuzx Clementines,” 
Je me suis empressé de transimettre ces renseignemens au Ministre de la 
Marine, avec invitation de leur Ja suite qu’ exigent les circonstances qui y 
sont retracées, notamment dans la Déposition du Charpentier du Brick 


“DP? Eleanor,’ John Hemston, J'ai, &c. 
S.£. Le Vicomte Granville, (Signé) LE BARON DE DAMAS. 
Sc. &e. Se. . 


ee | 


(Translation.) se 
My Lorp, 7 Paris, March 6, 1826. 
I HAVE received the Letter which your Excellency did me the honour to. 
address to me on the Ist instant, enclosing several Documents, which, among 
other French Ships suspected of carrying on the Traffick in Slaves, on the 
Eastern Coast of Africa, particularly designate the Ship “ Les Deux Clemen- 
tines.” I hasten to transmit this information to the Minister of. Marine,. 
with the request that he will take such steps as the circumstances therein de- 
scribed require, particularly with regard to the Deposition of the Carpenter of 
the Brig “ ZL’ Eleanor,” John Hemston. Accept, &c. 


(Signed) THE BARON DE DAMAS. 
fis Excellency Viscount Granville, ~ 


Se. Se.- - &e. : 
| . 
| No. 112, | 
Mr. Sceretary Canning to Viscount Granville. 


‘My Lorp, Foreign Office, March 14, 1826. 


IN reference to my former Communications respecting the Slave-trade 
carrying on from the Port of Nantz, I now transmit to your Excellency an 
Extract of a Communication which I have received from the Admiralty, 
containing accounts of two Vessels, “« La Jeune Caroline,” and “ L’ Evelina,” 
both beionging te Nantz, which have recently been met with by His Ma-. 
jestv’s Cruizers upon the Coast of Africa, laden with Slaves, their cargo. | 

Your Excellency will communicate these facts to the Ministers of His Most 
Christian Majesty, and urge them to take ineasures for preventing the success 


_ of these disgraceful undertakings. I am, 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
HT. E. Viscount Granville, G.C. B. 


&e. Se. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 112. 
Commodore Bullen to J. W. Croker, Esq. — 

| —- ET. M.'s Ship “Maidstone,” 
(Extract.) og Serra Leone, Dee. 18, 1825, 
ON the 23d of September, after a chase of 36 hours, I examined “ La 
Jeune Caroline,” of Nantz, with a cargo of 499 Slaves, bound to Marti- 
nique, and, on the 29th, the « Redwing” boarded « P? Evelina,” of the same 
Place, with 203 Slaves, on her way to Guadaloupe. | | 
J. W. Croker, Esq. (Signed) - CHARLES BULLEN, 

| fe. &e. &e. _ S. Boay : 
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No. 113. 


Fiscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning. —( Received March 23.) 


Sir, _ | a Paris, March 20, 1826. — 


I HAVE the honvur to acknowledge the Receipt of your Despatch, marked _ 
Slave-trade, of the 14th instant, and I lost no time in addressing a Note to, 
His Excellency the Barou de Damas upon the subject of it. The Enclosed. 


is a Copy. | I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GRANVILLE. 
&c. ¢. &e. | : 


Enclosure in No. 113. 


Viscount Granville to the Baron de Damas. 


Monsieur LE Baron, Paris, March 18, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency the Extract of a Com- 
munication, which has been received by His Majesty’s Government, contain- 


ing accounts of two Vessels “ La Jeune Caroline” and “LL Eveline,” both - 


belonging to Nantz, which have recently been met with by His Majesty’s 
Cruizers upon the Coast of Africa, laden with Slaves, their Cargo. 
I avail myself, &c. 


His Excellency the Baron de Damas, (Signed) GRANVILLE. 
&c. Se. &e. 


No. 114. 
. Mr. Secretary Canning to Viscount Granville. 


(Extract.) | Foregn Office, March 28, 1826. 
BY Accounts from Nantz, dated the 21st instant, it appears that the prohi- 
bition against the sailing of Vessels from that Port, destined for carrying on 


the Slave-trade, has been of very short duration. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


Mis Excellency Viscount Granville, G.C.B. 
&e. &c. | &e. 


No. 115. 
Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received March 30.) 


Sir, . Paris, March 27, 1826. 


THE Moniteur of yesterday contains the Report of a Debate in the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, which éugurs ill for the effectual abolition of the Slave-trade 
by the French Government. 

Two Petitions, most respectably signed, were presented not long since to 
the Chamber, stuting the increased and increasing activity of this Trade from 
the Ports of France; exposing, in forcible terms, the horrors which resulted 
from the disgrace which it attached to the French Flag; and representing the 
inefficiency of the measures at present employed by the Government for its 
repression, = : | 

The Committee, which reported to the Chamber upon the Contents of this 
Petition, countenanced the object of He (not however without conveying an 


“ Y 


1 /0 : | FRANCE. 


insinuation against the purity of the motives of those who originally urged 
the Abolition of the Slave-trade) by proposing that it be referred to the Pre- 
sident of the Council of Ministers. ~ ~~ or: 

This proposition was strenuously supported by ¥ of the Members. of thie 
Liberal Party, General Sebastiani, and M. Benjamin Constant, but M. 
Dudon (a Ministerialist,) after a speech, in which he inveighed against the 
hypocrisy of the English, and maintained that thé Slave-trade was carried on 
chiefly by British Vessels, moved the order of the day, and this Motion was 
adopted by the Chamber. | | ee 

I observed with regret that the French Minister, at the same time that he 
declared the sincere intention of his Government to abolish the Tradé, and 
cited various Acts of the French Administration to prove that sincerity, ex- 
pressed an opinion decidedly hostile to the enactment of any new Legislative 
Measure imposing severer penaltics on the crime of Slave-trading. 

J have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GRANVILLE. 
&e. &e. &e. 


- 


No. Lt. 
Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canntng.—(Received May 15.) - 


Sir, Paris, May 12, 1826. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, ‘marked 

Slave-trade, of the 6th instant, enclosing a Copy of Papers, marked A. ard B., 

relative to the Slave-trade, which have been presented to both Houses of Par- 
liament by His Majesty’s Command, in the course of the present Session. 

I have the honour to be, &e. : 

The Right Hon. George Canning, .- (Signed) © GRANVILLE. 

&e. &e. &ec. 


No. 117. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Viscount Granviile. 


‘My Lorp, Foreign Office, May 16, 1826. 

1 SEND to your Excellency the Copy of a Communication received by the 
Admiralty from the Commodore of His Majesty’s Squadron on the Western 
Coast of Africa, representing the prevalence of a practice, on the part of the 
illegal Slave-traders on that Coast, of providing themselves with a double Set 
of Papers, one of which is stated to be uniformly French, for the sake of de- 
fending themselves against the Cruizers of other Powers. 

Commodore Bullen brings forward the particulars of 4 Cases of this nature, 
which have recently come to his knowledge; and adds, that he can assert 
with confidence that 2 out of 3, of French Vessels boarded by his Squadron, 
within the last 6 Months, have used this method for avoiding the punishment 
due to their illegal undertakings. es 
" Phe French Government will see that misunderstandings must arisé be- 
tween the Subjects of the 3 Nations, when, although under ‘every feeling’ of — 
rd ber to the French Flag, His Majesty’s Officers meet with Vessels, tur- 
hished, under suspicious circumstances, with double Sets of Papers, oné of 
which must necessarily be simulated; and on this account, as well as on thé 
¢core of humanity and of respect to the Flag of France, His Majesty trusts, 
that His Most Christian Majesty will not be slow in taking what measures 
may be practicable, for preventing so flagrantan abuse of the French Flag and 
National Character. | Tam, &e. © 
AL E. sig vps G.C.B. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 

fC. C. &c. | 
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~Enelosuré-in Now M7. 
oo. Commodore Bullen to J. W. Croker, Esq. | 
(Extraet:) « 4H. AAS.“ Dlaidstone,” Sterra Leone, Fan. 28, 1896. 
THE “ Conflict” has also sént in the Dutch Brig “ Charles,” with 266 
Slaves, captured by ner Boats in the Old Calabar River, on the Igth ultimo. 
The circumstdneés uridéer which this Vessel was detained must evidently tend 
moré to'coiivmcé their Lordships of the barefaced and open manner in which 
the Slave-trade is carried on under the Flag of the French Nation, which, it 
wotld appear, allows it thus to be insultingly made use of. On Mr. Deschamps 
Adiiiratty-Mate of the “ Conflict,” boarding her, she shewed French Colours 
dnd Papers, designating her the ‘ Eugene,” of Nantz, and manned with 
Frenchmen and Athericans. After leaving her he proceeded to examine 4 
other French Vessels which were lying above her, and having received slight 
information of her being provided with 2 sets of Papers, returned again on 
board ; she still shewing French Colours and Papers; but, upon searching the 
Master’s writing-desk,; the Dutch Papers were found concealed, wherein she 
is called the “ Charles,” of St. Eustatius. | 
This must really pointout to their Lordships the dupes that His Britannick 
Majesty’s Ships are made of on this Coast, by these inhuman wretches, who 
escape detection merely by shewing a White Flag, and at the same time the 
painful restriction and trying circumstances under which a British Officer has 
- to perform his duty, to prevent a misunderstanding arising between the two 
Governments, by which he might be called to an account; and it is with the 
utmost confidence I assert, that 2 out of 3, of French Vessels boarded by His 
Majesty’s Squadron under my orders, within the last 6 Months, have been 
invartably supplted with 3 sets of Papers. As a proof, I have been since credibly 
informed, that “ La Felicité,” boarded, with 200 Slaves, by the * Atholl,” and 
Eclat” and “ Modeste,” by the“ Brazen,” the former with 169, arid the 
latter with 269 Slaves, belonging to thé same Houses as the “ Z” atid “ Ve- 
nus,” (both found with double sets dftet captute By myself and Captain 
Murray) were provided with them in the same matmer. 
J. = aad maa (Signed) CHARLES BULLEN. 
 &e. &e. &e. | 


- No. 118. 
| Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Reeeivéd Muy 2.) 
Sir, Paris, May 26, 1826. 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of yout Despatch, markéd Slavé-trade, 
of the 16th instant, and if have, in consequence, addressed a Note, of which 
the enclosed is a Copy, to the Freneh Government, representing the nefarious 
proceedings of the Slave-dealers on the Coast’ of Africa, who, being provided 
with 2 sets of Papers, one of which is stated to be umiformty French. thereby 
defend themselves against the Cruizers of other Powers, and thus avoid the 
punishment due to their illegal undertakings. - | | 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GRANVILLE. 
&e. | 


&e. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 118. 


Viscount Granville to the Baron de Damas. 


Monsieur Le Baron, | Paris, May 24, 1826. 
' I SEND to your Excellency the copy of a Communication received by 
the Admiralty, from the Commodore of His Britannick Majesty’s Squadron 
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on the Western Coast of Africa, representing the prevalence of a practice, on 
the part of the Slave-traders on that Coast, of providing themselves with a 
double set of Papers, one of which,is stated to be uniformly French, for the 
sake of defending themselves against the Cruizers of other Powers. 

Commodore Bullen brings forward the particulars of 4 Cases of this nature, 
which have recently come to his knowledge, and adds, that he can assert with. 
confidence, that two out of three French Vessels, boarded by his Squadron, 
within the last six Months, have used this method of avoiling the punish- 
ment due to their illegal undertakings. | 

The French Government will see that there is great danger of misunder- 
standings arising between the Subjects of the two Nations, when His Ma- 
Jesty’s Officers meet with Vessels, furnished, under suspicious circumstances, 
with double sets of Papers, one of which must, necessarily, be simulated ; 
and on this account, as well as on the score of humanity, and of respect to 
the Flag ot France, His Majesty trusts, that His Most Christian Majesty will 
immediately take measures for preventing so flagrant an abuse of the French 
Flag, and National character. I avail myself, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 

Eis Excellency the Baron de Damas. | 


&c. &c. &c. 


No. 119. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Viscount Granville. 


My Lorp, | Foreign Office, June 22, 186. 


“I SEND to your Excellency, for communication.to the Government of - 
His. Most Christian Majesty, the accompanying Copy of a Despatch, which ° 
I have received from His Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, dated the 17th February,* — 
enclosing Copies of Letters which had passed between the French Consul at 
that Place and himself, on the subject of the chartering French Vessels for 
the Coast of Africa, which Vessels are proceeding thither under circumstances’ 
which evidently designate their undertaking, as a voyage for the purposes of 
illegal Slave-trade. 
His Majesty’s Government hope that the French Government will enquire 
into this matter, and give. such Orders as are compatible with the present 
state of the French Laws for the prevention of these nefarious undertakings. 
| Iam, &c. 

, | (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
His Excellency Viscount Granville, G. C. B. —. , 

| &c. 


Se. &e. 


* See No. 6). 


No. 120. 
Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning.—{ Recewed July 3.) 


Str, Paris, June 30, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked 
Slave-trade, of the 22d instant; and 1n obedience to your directions [I lost no 
time in addressing a Note upon the subject of it to his Excellency the Baron 
de Damas, of which the enclosed is a Copy. 

| : _ IT have the honour to be, &c. 
The Hie Hon. George Canning, - (Signed) GRANVILLE. 
C. | 


&c. &§e. 
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Enclosure in No. 120. 
Viscount Granville to the Baron de Damas. 


Monsieur Le Barony, Paris, June 26, 1826. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency the accompanying 
Copy of a Despatch I have received from my Government, covering one from 
His Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, which details a communication between the 
Consul of His Most Christian Majesty at that Place, and himself, on the sub- 
ject of French Vessels chartered for the Coast of Africa, which Vessels were 
proceeding thither, under circumstances which evidently designated their 
undertaking as a voyage for the purposes of illegal Slave-trade; and I have to 
express the hope of His Majesty’s Government, that the French Government 
will enquire into this matter, and give such Orders as are compatible with 
the present state of the French Laws, for the prevention of such nefarious 
undertakings. | I avail, &e. &c. 


(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
Ms Excellency the Baron de Damas. 


&e. &c. &e. 


No. 121. 
Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Dec. 13.) 


Sir, Paris, December 11, 1826. 


I HAVE the satisfaction to acquaint you, that it is the intention of the 
Government of His Most Christian Majesty to propose a new Law this 
Session, for the more effectual prevention of Slave-trading by the Subjects of 
France. | 

I understand that, by this Law, the pain of banishment from France will be 
inflicted on all Persons convicted of being in any way concerned in the Traf- 
fick of Slaves. I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
Sc. &e. Sc. 


No. 122. 
Mr. Secretary Canning tou Fiscount Granville. 


My Lorp, | foreign Office, December 29, 1826. 


I HAVE received your Excclleney’s Despatches up to the 11th instant. 
His Majesty’s Government receive, with much satisfaction, the information 
contained in your last Despatch that a Law will this Session be proposed 
in France, for the more effectual prevention of Slave-trading by the Subjects 


of that Power. Iam, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
[Ns Excellency Fiscount Granville, GC. B. | 
&e. &e. &e. 
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SWEDEN. 
No. 123.. 
Lord Bloomfield to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recewed June 7.) 
Sir, Stockholm, May 26, 1826. 


[ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked 
Slave-trade, enclosing Copies of the Papers, A and B, relative to the Sjave- 
trade, which have been presented to both Houses of Parliament. 

7 I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 
&ec. &c. &e. 


Frinted by R. G. Clarke, Cannon- Row, Westminster. 
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Africa, Quarterly Return of the number of Europeans, civil and military, sent to the 
western coast of Africa since the cession of the forts on the Gold Coast to 
Government, (7.) - = = 5s = = = = = KV, 209 


Africans, Apprenticed. see Slave Trade, IIT. 2. 
African Slave Trade. see Slave Trade, I. 1. 
Alehouses. see Victuallers. | 
Aliens. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° 11. 18. 
Allowances. see Superannuations. 
America, United States of. see Treaties. 
America, Missions and Special Commissions to. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Iv. 18. 
. Consuls-general there. see Ibd, 14. 
American Loyalists. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Il. 5. 
Annuities. see Debt, National. 
Antigua. see Slave Trade, 2. 
Appeals on Removals. see Pvuor. 
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Arigna Mining Company, Report from the Select ee on the origin, management, 
and present state of the company.) ; and touching the ponane, = any Member of 
the House, (234.) - ~ - - - Ill. g7 
Army : 
Estimates of Army Services for 1827; viz. 


I.—1. Land Forces; 2. Staff Officers (exclusive of India); 3. Public Depart- 
‘ments; 4. Medicines, &e. j ; 5. Volunteer Corps : ; 


II.—6. Regiments in the East Indies; 7. Recruiting Troops and Companies | 
of Regiments i in India : 


III.—8. Royal Military College; 9. Army Pay of General Officers; 10. Gar- 
risons at Home and Abroad; 11. Full-pay for Retired Officers; 12. Half-pay 
and Military Allowances; 13. ’ Foreign Half-pay ; 14. In-pensioners of Chelsea 
and Kilmainham Hospitals; 15. Out-pensioners of Chelsea Hospital ; 16. Royal 
Military Asylum; 17. Widows Pensions; 18. Compassionate List, &e. ; 


19. Superannuation Allowances; 20. Exchequer Fees; (58.) —- XV. 1 
Account of the extraordinary expenses of the army ksi ane paid, from 25th 
December 1826 to 25th December 1826, (261.)  - - KV. 157 
Estimate of the sum which will be wanted to veley: the extreordinary expenditure 

of the army for the year 1827, (353) -.  -. - Vv. 171 
Return of pensions to wounded foreign officers, and to the widows of forei officers, 
on ist January 1827, (480.) - = =, ©= = = = V. 173 


Return of all officers of the rank of major and oe on the half-pay of His 
Majesty’s land forces prior to 25th June 1814, who have been allowed the increased 
half-pay under His Majesty’s warrant of 8th August 1814, (q481.) - XV. 181 


Return of all officers who have been dismissed the service without trial by a court- 
martial, since the year 1821, (66.) - = = = 28 © V. 191 
Return of officers of the royal regiment of artillery, and corps of royal engineers, 
dismissed without trial by court martial since 1793, (56.) - XV. 193 


Accounts of recruits raised; of money received from soldiers who purchased their 
discharges, and from men who have been discharged ne nasty enenn a during 
the year 1826, (107.) - - - - - - 195 

Returns relating to officers on full and half-pay, ane officer of ivadder foreign 
corps, on 1 January 1816, &c. (947-.) -  - - - XV. 197 

Return of troops employed in Ireland, and of monies sia on account of military 
expenses in Ireland, 1787-1789, and 1797-1799, (348) . 205 

Account of sums becoming payable towards the expense of half-pay, pensions and 
allowances to His Majesty’s forces in India, (194.) - - XV. 211 

Estimate of sums required for the supply of bread, meat and forage, coals, candlés 
and straw, for the troops in Great Britain and Ireland; and for coals, candles and 
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XV. 321 
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Army—continued. 
Returns relating to Commissions ; 
I.—Returns of officers who have sold their retired full-pay or ae com- 
missions, (172.) - - os - = = - - V. 381 
{1.—Returns of commissions that have become vacant without purchase, 
Qj) = ee XW agg. 
Account of the deputy treasurer of Chelsea Hospital, of unclaimed prize-money ; 
from 18th January 1809 to 24th December 1826, (86.) - - - XV. 4565 
see Ordnance. Services, Unpaid. Treaties and Conventions. 
Arrears and Balances. see Finance. 


Arrests, Bill for the better prevention of frivolous and vexatious arrests for debt on mesne 
process, and for facilitating the recovery of debts accruing on deeds, bonds, bills 
II 


of exchange and promissory notes,(357-.) - - - -  - - 55 
Bill to prevent arrests upon mesne process, where the debt or cause of action is 
under a certain amount, (387.) - - - - - - - Ik 119 


Arthur, Major. see Colonies, I. 8. 
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Assessed Taxes. see Land Tax Assessments. Taxes. 
Assignments. see Clerkships. 
Association for Discountenancing Vice. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 2. 
‘Athlone Election. see Elections, I. 1. 
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for the return of, dunng the last seven years, (96.) - - - XX. 473 
Bill to amend the laws relating to the duties on auctions in Ireland, (323-) 
- 675: 
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Bahama Islands. see Army. Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Vv. 1. 
. Balances. see Bank of England. Debt. Finance. Revenue. 
Ballyroan School. see Education, 3. 
Bank of England, Copies of all communications relating to any alteration in the privileges 
enjoyed by the Bank, since 3d February 1826, (271.) - - ~— - XIV. 397 
Accounts of money paid or payable at the Bank of England for the management of 
the public debt in 1826; of balances of public money in the hands of the Bank ; 
of advances made to Government, and of the number of branch banks of the 
Bank of England, (249.)_—- - > = - - - - XIV. 427 
Account of balances issued for the payment of dividends due and not demanded, and 
of unclaimed lottery prizes or benefits which had not been claimed, and which 
remained in the hands of the Bank of England on account of the national debt, 
in 1826, (32.)- - - = - - - - - - XIV. 409 
Accounts of the number of notes under §/. issued, and amount in circulation weekly, 
in 1826-7, (9. 55- 73- 184. 302. 364. 523.) XIV. 405.411. 413.415. 417.419. 421. 
Account of all promissory notes and post bills of the Bank of England in circulation 
on Saturday in every week, for the year ending 6th Apnil 1826, with the average 
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IV. 431 
A similar Account for the three years preceding 6th April 1827, (344.) XIV. 423 
see Exchequer Bills. 
Banking Companies, Account of the number of joint-stock banking companies that have 
been established under the Act 7 Geo. 4. c. 46, (544.) - - XX. 671 


Bank Notes. see Bank of England. Banks and Bankers. Promissory Notes. 


- Banks and Bankers, Private : a 

Account of the number of country bank-notes stamped in Ireland, in each quarter 
of each year, from 1819 to 1826, (163-) - - - - - XX. 133 

Copies of application to the Treasury, and any correspondence thereon respecting 
the circulation of one-pound notes of the banks of Scotland, in the counties 
adjoining, (24.) - ee ee XV. 433 

Accounts of country bankers notes stamped in Great Britain, also of notes issued 
by the three chartered banks of Scotland, in each quarter, from 1819 to 1826, 
(125-) = = = = = ee XVTT 933. 
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Bankrupts and Bankruptcy: Ogee 
| Bill to regulate the prosecution of fraudulent bankrupts in Scotland, (240.) 
a oe eG | 435. 
Bill to amend the laws relating to bankrupts, (413.) - - II. 301 
Returns of the number of dockets struck, the number of commissions sealed, o 
and gazetted, for the last ten years, (35-)  - - - ~ - XIX. 45 | 


Returns and account of cag and appropriation of fees received from the different 
branches of bankruptcy business in each year, from 1811 to 1826, (265.) 
49 

Account showing the aggregate amount of unclaimed dividends in the hands of 
assignees, under the respective lists of commissioners of ne (243.) 
X. 47. 

Returns of all public and private spree a of the commissioners of bankrupts 
between April 1824 and April 1827, (546.) - - - - XIX. 67 


Barley. see Corn. 

Beans. see Corn. 

Beer, Accounts relating to brewers and licensed victuallers, to beer brewed, and to malt 
charged with duty, in England, Scotland and Wales, for the year ending 
5th aly 1826; also to malt made and duties paid in each collection of excise, 
for the year ending 10th October 1826, (74.) - - - -XVII. - 353 

Accounts of strong, table and intermediate beer, chargeable to duties of excise, 
brewed ; of brewers, retail brewers, licensed victuallers and intermediate brewers, 
in England, Scotland and Wales; also of malt charged with duty, from 
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Account of the quantity of different sorts of beer, stated by barrels, made in each 
kingdom, in each year, from 5th July 1786 to 5th July 1826, &c. (491.) 

XVII. 369 

Accounts of the number of barrels of strong, table and intermediate beer, charge- 
able to duties of excise, brewed in England, Scotland and Wales, from 
5th January to 5th April 1827, (503.) - - ~ - - - XVII. 377 

Belfast Academical School. see Education, 2. 

Bel-Ombre Estate, in the Mauritius. see Slave Trade, 8. 

Benefices, Bill for the relief of certain spiritual persons, and patrons of écclesiastical pre- 
ferments from certain penalties; and rendering valid certain bonds, covenants or 
other assurances for the resignation of ecclesiastical preferments, (356.) II. 49 

Bermuda. see Army. Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Vv. 4. - 


Bills, Private, Bill to establish a taxation of costs on private bills in the House of Lords ; 

and to prohibit all persons from practising as parliamentary agents who shall not 

be duly authorized for that purpose, (486.) - - - - - If. 655 

Resolutions limiting time for receiving petitions for private bills, (1.)- XX 697 
Proposed Resolutions relative to proceedings in Committees on private a Sea 

A. 699 

Lists for Committees on petitions for private bills, and on bills, (197.) XX. 602 

- Proposed Resolutions relative to private bills, (483.516.) - - XX. 649,652 

see Turnpike Trusts. 


Bills of Exchange, Bill to declare the law in relation to bills of exchange and promissory 

notes becoming payable on Good Friday or Christmas-day, (133. 188. 198.) 
I. 87, 91, 95- 

Birmingham. see Elections, U1. 7. 

Board of Stamps. see Stamps, I. 

Board of Trade. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° I. 6. 

Beard of Works. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 21. 

Branch Banks. see Bank of England. 

‘Brandy. see Spirits, 2. 

Brazil. see Slave Trade, 111. 1. — 

Bread, Bill to amend an Act of 3 Geo. 4, providing regulations for the making and sale of 
bread within the limits of the city of London and the liberties thereof, and withir® 
the weekly bills of mortality, and ten miles of the Royal Exchange, (374-) II. 87- 


Ireland, Bill to regulate the sale of bread in Ireland, (466.) - - I. 697 
Brewers, Account of the number of retail and intermediate brewers that have been licensec 
up to 5th January 1827,(180.) - - -— = - os - XVII. 567 


Account of the brewers, retail brewers, licensed victuallers and intermediate brewer 
in England, Scotland and Wales, from 5th January to 5th April 1827, (502.) 


see Beer. Malt. XVII. 373- 
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Bribery at Elections. see Elections, I. 


Briefs, Account of all briefs for the repairing or rebuilding of churches or chapels, for 
calamities by an, Une RvOne, &c. which ner been eae since 15th Ma 2 1819, 
(524.) = - 2 487 

Bridges. see Roads oa: Bridges. 

Brimstone. see Imports. 
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sons admitted, for 1826,(117.)  - - : = - XV. 213 


see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° I. 5. 
Butter and Cheese, Accounts of the quantity imported into the United Kingdom, with the 


duty paid on each article, from 1801 to 1827, (270. 233.) - - XVIII.1,¢6 
Butter Trade, Ireland, Bill to amend the ae for the regulation of the butter trade in 
Ireland, (446. i= - - - IL. 367 

C. 


Cabriolets. see Hackney Coaches. 
Caledonian Canal, Twenty-third Report of the Commissioners of, appointed under Acts 


43 & 44 Geo. 3, (420.) - - - - - VII. 123 
Canada, Bill to authorize the sale of a part of the — meets in the provinces of 
"Upper and Lower Canada, (131. 338.) - - - - I. 63, 67. 

- Returns; I. Regulations lately ei 7 the Canadas foe anting lands in the 
British North American provinces ; , II. Address on the peace of clergy 
reserved lands in Upper Canada. G (254. oe - - - XV. 499 


' Letter from the Rev. Dr. Strachan, archdeacon of York, Upper Canada, dated 

16th May 1827, respecting the state of the church in that Prom (378.) 

- 616 

. Estimate of the expense of the construction of water-communications in the 

Canadas, (380 ) - - - - © = - - XV. 493 

Return relating to me apes of Upper and Lower Cans, at the latest census 

_ . taken, (286.) | : - - _- XV. §07 
see Army. : 

Cape of Good Hope, Report of the Commissioners upon the administration of the 

government, also upon the finances at the Cape of Good Hope, (282.) XXI. 203 — 


Documents referred to in the above Reports,(406.) - - - - XXI. 287 
Further Papers relating to the acmumeienon i me one of the Cape of 
Good Hope, (371.) - = - - XXI. 647 
Copies of various communications anh hive passed between the Colonial Depart- 
ment and Sir R. Donkin, (444.) -—- - - - XXI. 765 
Correspondence between Lord Charles pomerses Mr. Brink, and the Colonial 
Pita aiicn (454) - - 7 = - «= - + XXI. 769 
oe a relating to the South African Cinitneedal Advertiser, and its editor, 
r. George Greig, (470.) - - 2 2 = - = = KK. 775 


Copies or extracts from the Reports of the Commissioners of Inquiry at the Ca 
of Good Hope, and other Papers relating to the case of Mr. John Carnall, (556.) 
XXI. 


see Slave Trade, III. 2. 817. 


Caplured Negroes. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N°Iv. 11. Slave Trade, It. 2. 
Carnall, J. see Cape of Good Hope. 
Carnatic Debts, Twenty-third Report of Commissioners on, (33-) - - VIL. 411 


Carriage of Goods, Bill to repeal such parts of two Acts of William & Mary, and of 
Geo. 2, as relate to the settling the rates of the carriage of goods, (386.) 
II. 


115. 
Causes gee hes Trial. see Courts of Justice: (Common Pleas; Exchequer; King’s 
encn.) | 


Cemeteries. see Public Buildings. 
Chamber of London. see London. 
Chancery, Court of. see Courts of Justice. 
Chapels of Ease. see Parishes. 


Charitable Donations and Bequests, Commissioners of. see Miscellaneous Estimates, 
Ireland, 19. | 


Chartites. see Education and Charities. 
Sess. 1826-7. B Cheese. 
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Cheese. see Butter. 
| Chelsea Hospital, Prize-money. see Army. 

Chelsea and Kilmainham Hospitals. see Army Estimates. 
Children, Deserted. see Foundlings. ‘ 
China, Exports to. see Imports and Exports. 

Church Briefs. see Briefs. 

Church. see Canada. Colonies, 1.1. 

Church Rates, Ireland, Bill to amend the laws which regulate the levy and os a 


of church rates in Ireland (350.) - - 579 

see Dublin, 2. 
Churches, Bill to amend the Acts for building and promoting ne building of additional 
churches in populous parishes, (477-) - - - Il. §35 


Seventh Annual Report of Commissioners, appornies by Act 58 mee: 3, C. 45, 
building new churches, (533-)  - - VII. 

Third Report of Commissioners, appointed ice Act 4 Geo. 4, for building 
churches in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland,(508.) _- - VII. gg 

Return of the amount of sums paid for building two new churches in the parish 
of Newington, in Suey or for ne puneHaee of premises for i purpose thereof, 


(527)  - = : - XX. 589 
Account of charges and expenses seid by Commissioners for building new churches, 
for the year ended 25th March 1827,(528.)- - - - - XX. 691 


Civil Contingencies, Account and Estimate relating to expenses under the head of, (151.) 


| 217 
Civil Government of Ireland. sce Ireland. 


Clarence, Duke and Duchess of, Bill to wana ine promieion for their Royal High- 
nesses, (80.)—s- - - - I. 13 


Clayton. see Customs. 

Clergy, Bill to amend the Acts relating to the provision a ministers in cities and corporate 
towns in Ireland, (418,) - - ° - - - I. §99 

Clergy Reserves. see Canada. 

Clerkships, Bill to allow, for a time to be limited, the een of certain articles of clerk- 


ship, and assignments thereof, (411.) - - - = - II. 297 

Coals, Account of coals, culm and cinders, imported into Ireland during each of the 

last three years, ended 10th October 1826, &c. (38.) - - - XVIIL g 

Returns of ships and tonnage which have entered bald port of London laden ee 
coals, during the last ten years, (494.) - = - - XVIII. 

Return of the number of chaldrons of coals imported into the bor of London, ia 

1800 to 1826, (495.) - - - - - XVIII. 13 


Cochineal. see Imports and Exports. 

Coffee, Accounts of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain and 
Ireland, with amount of duties received thereon, and average Bs thereof, for 
the year ending 5th January 1827, (268.) -  - - XVIII. 15 

Coinage. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Iv. 5. 6. & 7. 

Colonial Secretary of State. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° II. 3. to 12. 

Coloneal Services. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ne V. 9. 

. Colonies : 

I.—Accounts and Papers relating to Colonies generally : 

1. Church, State of: 

Memorandum transmitted by the secretary to the Society for the opate ation of the 
Gospel, dated 16th May 1827, in reference to the state of the church in the 
North American colonies, in the year 1824, (377.) - - += XV. 509 

2. Colonial Offices : | 

Return of all persons holding offices in the colonies who.are not at present in the 

execution of the duties of their respective offices, (187.) - -XVIIL. 429 
3. Slaves. see infra in the Index. 


I].—Accounts and Papers relating to Particular Colonies : 


1. Canada. see supra in the Index. 
2. Cape of Good Hope. see supra in the Index. 


3. Honduras: 
Papers relating to the eppointaent of Major patos as commandant at Honduras, 


1814, (37-) - - = - + XV. 489 


A. Jamaica: 
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II. Accounts and Papers relating to Particular Colonies—continued. 
4. Jamaica: 

Return, Copies of all dispatches received from Jamaica, relative to an atta:k made 
upon the Wesleyan meeting-house, and the dwelling of Mr. Ratclifle the mis- 
sionary,(554-) - - = = = = = 2 2 = XVIIT. 459 

see West India Colonies. 
5. Mauritius: 

Return of the number of all the islands which come under the denomination of 
dependencies of the Mauritius, the extent of their ee their civil and military 
establishments, and description of naval force stationed there, (110.) XVIII. 407 

see Slave Trade. Sugar. 
G. Newfoundland. see infra in the Index. 
7. New South Wales. see infra in the Index. 
8. Nova Scotia. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° V. 2. 
9. Seychelles: | 

Return of the quantity of cotton exported from the Seychelles in each year, since 

the capture of those Islands, (284.) _- - - - - VIII. 31 
10. Sierra Leone: 
Reports of Commissioners of Inquiry into the state of the colony of Sierra Leone, 
and its dependencies, (312. §52.) - ° - - - VII. 267, 379 
see Miscellaneous Estimates, V. 7. 
lL. Trinidad: 
Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry on the subject of titles to lands in the 


Island of Trinidad, (478.)  - - - - - - - - XXIII. 63 
Report of the Commissioners of legal Inquiry on the colony of Trinidad, (551.) 


see Slave Trade. XXII, 285 


12. West India Colonies. see infra in the Index. 

Colonies. see Appeals. Miscellaneous Estimates, N° V. Shipping, 4. 

Commercial Intercourse with America. sce Treaties. 

Commissariat Department. see Army. 

Commissaries on Foreign Stations. see Ibid. 

Commissions of Inquiry, Account of the expense of, in the last twenty years ; also list of 
reports made by these commissions during the same period, (301.) XX. 499 

Commitments. see Contempt of Court. Crime, 11. & Itt. 

Committees. see Bills, Private. ; 

Common Pleas. see Courts of Justice. 

Commons. see House of Commons. | 

Compassionate List. see Army Estimates, Ul. 18. 

Compensations. sce Courts of Justice. 

Composition for Tithes. see Tethes. 

Consolidated Fund. see Exchequer. Finance, (Class 3.) 

Constables, Bill for discontinuing certain presentments by constables, (352. 445.), 

Returns of the several heads under which presentments are in Sesie aa 
by the chief constables in the respective counties of England and Wales, (398.) 
XIX. 97 

Returns of the total number of chief constables, constables, and sub-constables, 
in the several counties in Ireland, appointed under Act 3 Geo. 4, c. 103, 
(409.) - - - - - - - - - - - XX. 27 

Consuls-General. see Miscellaneous [:stimates, N° Iv. 14. 

Contempt of Court, Returns of persons committed to the custody of the warden of the 
Fleet, for contempts under process issuing out of the courts of Chancery and 
Exchequer, since 11th July 1820; also of persons confined on 11th July 1820, 
(143-) - - - = - = = 2 2 = = KEX. 149 

~ Conventions. see Treaties. 

Convictions. see Crime, 11. Game Laws. 

Convicts, Two Reports of J. H. Capper, esq. respecting their condition on board the 
hulks, (109.)—- - - - - - > - - - XIX. 137 

see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Iv. 10. 

Copper, Accounts relating to, imported and exported from Great Britain; also exported 

from the port of Liverpool, in the year ended §th January 1827,(210.) XVIII. 23. 


Copyhold, 
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*.s as 
Copyhold Estates, Bill to extend the provisions of an Act of 59 Geo. 3, for removing cer- 
tain difficulties in the disposition of copyhold estates by wills, (112. 190.) 

25, 27 

Copyright, Returns of the number of literary works and books of prints entered at 
Stationer’s Hall in each year, from 1709 to 1826, (322.) °° - - XX. 509 


Corn, Grain, Wheat, Flour, &c. 
I.— Bills relating to Corn, &c. 
1. Importation : 

Bill to confirm an order in Council for allowing the importation of foreign oats, 
oatmeal, rye, pease and beans, to indemnify those who have advised or acted in 
execution thereof; and to permit the importation of such corn for a time to be 
limited, (6.) | - = ee | 

Bill for granting duties of customs on corn, (224.241.) - - = I. 413,419 

Bill to permit, for a time to be limited, certain corn, meal and flour, to be entered 
for home consumption, (515-) - - - - - - - SJE 573 


2. Averages : 
Bill to make provision for ascertaining, from time to time, the average pace of 
= 97 


British corn, (382.) - - - - - ss - 


I1.—Report— 
From the Select Committee of the House of Lords on the price at which foreign 
grain may be shipped in foreign parts; the quantity of such grain; and the price 
at which such grain can be imported into this country, (333.) - VI. 633 


IlI.—Accounts relating to Corn, &c. | 
1, Order in Council, and Resolutions of the House : 


Order in Council of 1st September 1826, for the admission into the ports of the 
' United Kingdom of certain sorts of foreign grain,(2.) - - - XVI. 1 


Resolutions reported from the Committee of the whole House on the laws regulating 
the importation of corn, &c.(199.) - - - - - - XVI. §37 


Resolutions to be proposed on the corn laws, by Mr. Wolryche Whitmore, (0.10.) 
XVI. 541 
Resolutions to be proposed on the corn laws by Mr. Hume, (0.11.) - XVI. 545 


2. Prices of Corn and Grain at Home, and Inspectors Salaries : 


Account of weeks in which the average price of wheat was highest and lowest in 
each of the years, from 1815 to 1826, (25.) - - - - - XVI. 13 


Statement, with inclosures, respecting the annual average prices of wheat, oats, 
barley and rye, in the island of Guernsey, 1821—1826, (103.) - XVI. §11 


Account of amount of money received by the inspector of corn returns, of salaries, 
rent and expenses, and of amounts paid to the Customs, 1821—1826, (434.) 
505 

3. Imports and Exports : 


Account of amount of monies received for duties payable upon foreign corn -and 
grain, meal and flour, imported into Great Britain and Ireland, and taken out of 
warehouse for home consumption, from 1815 to 1826, (213.) - XVI. 547 


Accounts of quantities of wheat and other grain exported from and imported into 
Great Britain, during various periods, from 1697 to 1825, with average prices 
thereof; and of wheat and eheat flour imported from Ireland, with average 
prices, (50.) - - - - - - - - - - XVI. “487 


Accounts of all sorts of grain imported into Great Britain from foreign parts, and 
from Ireland, in 1825 and 1826, with average prices of each sort of yrain in Great 
Britain in each year; also taken out of bond in 1825 and 1826; also account of 
grain of all sorts passed into consumption on their importation for a similar 
period; likewise an account of the average price of grain of all sorts, in each 
quarter, from 5th January 1825 to 6th January 1827, (93.) - - XVI. 503 

Accounts of the quantity of wheat, oats, and wheat and wheaten flour, imported 
from Ireland into Great Britain, 1799 to 1806, and 1820 to sy (123.) 

| XVI. 515 

‘ Account of the quantity of foreign corn, grain, meal and flour, imported into Great 
Britain and Ireland in foreign and British ships, from 1812 to 1826, (140.) 
XVI. 517 


4. Warehouses, 


gee Shipping. 
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Corn, Grain, Wheat, Flour, &c.—continued. VOL. | page. ° 
III.—Accounts relating to Corn, 5:c.—continued. | . 
4. Warehoused under Bond: | 


Accounts of the total quantity of foreign wheat and wheat-flour now under bond 
(ist March 1827) in the warehouses of Great Britain and Ireland, (179.) 
523 

Accounts of the different kinds of foreign grain, meal and flour, warehoused in the 
United Kingdom on 5th January 1826; also imported, and the total baron 
admitted into home consumption, with duty received thereon, &c. in 1826, (186.) 

‘ ‘XVI. 525 
5. Foreign Trade and Prices: 3 


y of. informations received from Mr. Claude Scott, relative to the charges and 
eight of corn to and from different countries, or carried coastwise to and from 
the several ports of this kingdom ; [reprint of 7th April 1791,] (14.) XVI. 5 
Extract from the order of the Cabinet of the King of Prussia, dated pg ees 
- - ~ - - - a 9 


1801, (15.) - ~ - - | 
Notes to Appendix N° 24, of Mr. Jacob’s Report on the Trade in Corn; viz. :— 
imports and exports of corn at Dantzic from 1650 to 1825, (20.) - XVI. 11 
I. Returns from consuls abroad of the monthly prices of foreign corn for 1826, 
(26. 82. 118. 219.) - = - = - .- XVI. 16, 91, 119, 127 
II. Of the growth and average prices of foreign corn, 1700-1825, (27. 83. 119. 220.) 
XVI. 135, 229, $33, 352 
Returns relutive to the prices which corn must have reached before it can be im- 
. ported into France, Flanders, Spain and Portugal; and to the duties payable on 
such importation, (253. 372.) - . - - - - XVI. 465, 481 
Papers relative to regulations existing in foreign countries, in respect to the export 
and import of grain, during the last fifty years, (157. 221. 275.) 
see Shipping. | XVI. 359, 395, 427 
Corporate Funds. see Electtons, I. & II. 4. 
Cotton. see Colonies, II. 9. | 
Country Bankers Notes. see Banks. 
County Courts. see Debts, Small, 1. 
County Elections. see Elections, I. 
County Governors. see Governurs. . 
County Rates. see Poor. Surrey. 


Courts of Justice: 


Admiralty, Scotland: | ; ; ; . | 
Order granting compensation to W. G. Campbell, esq. principal clerk of the court 


of Admiralty in Scotland, (29.) - - XIX. 693 
Chancery : . | 

Bill for the rp ahaa of the administration of justice in the High Court of 

- Chancery of England, (175. 189.) - - - - - I. 235, 275 


i of certificates filed for compensation to Thomas Lockwood and W. E. 
orter, esquires, officers of the court of Chancery in Ireland, for the year ending 
2d November 1826, (16. 44.) - - - - - = 3,17 


see Contempts. 
Common Pleas: — _ : 
Account of causes entered for trial in the court of, 1820-1826, (67. XIX. 79 
Equity Courts: 


Bill for the amendment of the law in respect of the service of process to compel 
appearance of persons resident out of the jurisdiction of the courts of equity from 
whence such process shall issue; and alee to authorize such courts to enforce 

' the answers of defendants in certain cases, (473.) - - - II, §25 


Exchequer : : 
Bill for further amending an Act of 4 Geo. 4. for the better administration of 


Justice in the equity side of the court of Exchequer in Ireland, (433.) I. 619 
Return of causes entered for trial in the court of Exchequer during the last seven 


years, (48.) - ° - - - - XIX. 75 
Return of the number of bills filed in each of the last seven years in the equity 
court of Exchequer, (63.) - = - -~ = ~2 = - = XIX. 83 


Sess. 1826-7, : C Report 
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Courts of Justice—continued. voL. | page. 
: e 
Exchequer—continued. . 


Report of the Chief Baron and the other Barons of the court of erase in Ire- 
land, upon the memorial of John Swift Emerson and Thomas Pennefather, late 
examiners of the said court, for compensation, (45.) - - - XX. 23 


see Contempt of Court. Customs. Fines and Recognizances. Miscellaneous 
Estimates, N° 1. 15. 
Justiciary Court, Scotland: 


Extract of Act of Adjournal regulating the form of process in criminal causes before 
the Sheriff and Burgh courts, (309.) - - - - = - XIX. 689 


King’s Bench: . 
Return of the number of causes entered for trial in the court of King’s Bench in 
each of the last seven years, (62.) - - - - - - XIX. 77 
Court of Session, Scotland: 


Copy of warrant authorizing compensation to macers of the Court of Session and 
teind Court, (71.)- - - - - 7 = = - XIX. 695 


Courts of Justice, Ireland; Bill to protect purchasers for valuable consideration, in Ire- 
land, against judgments in the respective courts of King’s Bench, Common 
Pleas or Exchequer, not revived within a time to be limited, (474.) I. 713 
Sixteenth Report of Commissioners of Inquiry [Crown-office,] (341.) XI. 163 
Courts of Justice. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° 1. 10. 
Coventry Election. see Elections, 1. 2. 
Creditors, Bill to continue an Act of 54 Geo. 3. for rendering the payment of creditors 
more equal and expeditious in Scotland, (142.) - - - - I. 99 
Crime : 
{.— Bills relating to Criminal Law: 
Bill for consolidating and amending the laws in England relative to larceny and 
other offences connected therewith, (163. 390.) - - - I, 111, 137 
Bill for consolidating the laws in England relative to remedies against the 
hundred, (164. 415.) - - - _ - : = I. 163, 175 
Bill for consolidating and amending the laws in England relative to malicious 
injuries to property, (165. 391.) - - - - - : I. 185, 201 
Bill for repealing various statutes in England relative to larceny and other offences 


connected therewith, and to malicious injuries to’ property, and to remedies 
against the hundred, (166.) - - - : - = = 217 


Bill for further improving the administration of justice in criminal cases, (375.-) 


II.— Report on Criminal Commitments : Il. gt 
Report from the Select Committee on criminal commitments and convictions, 
(534) = = = = 2 2 = 2 2 5 = VE 5 


WI.— Accounts of Criminal Offences : 

Summary Statements of the number of persons charged with criminal offences, 
who were committed to the different gaols in England and Wales, and in London 
and Middlesex, for trial, at the assizes and sessions held for the several counties, 
cities, towns and liberties therein, during the last seven years, (235.) XIX. 183 

see Convicts. , 
Criminal Justice. see West India Colonies. 
Crown Office, Ireland. see Courts of Justice, Ireland. 


Crown Rents, Ireland; Bill to confirm sales heretofore made of rents belonging to the 
Crown, in Ireland, (469.) - - - - - - - = > 795 


see Land Revenue. 
Cuba. see Postage. 
Cures, Perpetual. see Parishes. 
Customs, Bill to amend the laws relating to the customs, (447. 484.) - IT. 371, 541 
Return showing the rates of duties proposed to be imposed on the articles therein 
mentioned, compared with the duties now existing thereon, (506.) XVII. 85 
Return number of informations filed in the court of Exchequer for penalties under 
the customs laws, from 1820 to 1826, (53.) - - - - XVII. 109 
Bills of costs paid by the Crown in informations filed in the court of Exchequer for 
penalties under the customs laws, against William and Robert Clayton, and others, 


(272.) - = - | - XVII. 127 
Report of the Commissioners of Customs on the subject of the laws relating to the 
sale of goods, duty free, to defray salvage charges, (497.) - XVIII. 191 


Duties of. see Butter. Corn, 111.2. Imports and Exports. Milford Haven. 
Spirits, 2. Warehoused Goods, | 
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Deals. see Imports. Wood. VOL. | page. 
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Debt, National : 
Account of sums issued and applied within the year 1826, for paying the interest 


on the Russian loan, (54.)  - XIV. 321 
Annual account of sums received and expended by Commissioners of National Debt, 
(79.) - 5 = © = = = = = 2 © KIV. 3293 


Accounts of stock and long annuities transferred to the Commissioners for the 
reduction of the National Debt, from September 1808 to January 1827; and sums 
received and paid by them, on account of banks for savings, from 6th August 1817 
to 20th November 1826, (169.) - - - - o = “ XIV. 327 


Debt, Public: | 
1. Additions to the Annual Charge: 

Account of all additions to the annual charge of public debt by interest of any loan 
made, or annuities created, &c.; also, Estimate of the etna of the duties 
granted for defraying the charges incurred in respect of, in the year ended 
§th January 1827,(137-) - - - - - = = = SIV. 379 


2. Accounts of the Funded and Unfunded Debt : 


Account of unfunded debt outstanding and unprovided for on 5th January 1826 
and §th January 1827, with deficiency bill issued to the Bank, together with 
the charge of interest for the same, (114.) - « ~ - - XIV. g41 

Account of the capital of funded debt created in 1826, in return for money and 
exchequer bills,(216.) © - - - - - 2 = - XIV. 343 

Account of total amount of unredeemed funded debt of the United Kingdom, Ger- 
many, &c. on 5th January 1827, and annual charge of interest for the same, (298.) 


see Bank of England. XIV. 345 


Debtors: 
Debis, Small : 


I.— Bills relating to Insolvents and Small Debt Courts: 

Bill to continue the Acts for the relief of insolvent debtors in Jreland, for a time to 
be limited, (960.) - - - - -© 2 -# = -& - 685 
Bill for further amending the laws for the snag of small debts, and the pro- 
ceedings for that purpose, in the manor courts in Ireland (467.) -- I. 701 

Bill for the more easy and speedy recovery of, in England and Wales, (358. 536.) 
II. 63, 71 
Bill for the more easy recovery of small debts, in the county courts of England ae 
Wales, and for extending the jurisdiction thereof, (535.) - - | . 581 


II.— Accounts relating to Debtors, &c.: 


Returns of persons imprisoned for debt on 19th April 1826 in the King’s Bench, 
Fleet, Marshalsea, and all other prisons whatsoever in England and Wales ; also, 
in Scotland and Ireland, (108.) - - a - ae - XIX. 201 

Return of the number of prisoners committed to the custody of the keeper of the 
debtors prison for London and Middlesex, 1816-1826, (319.) - XIX. 239 

Account of the number of persons received into the King’s Bench, under charge of, 
for debt, and discharged in each month, in each year since 1813, (3?) 

343 
A similar Account, so far as regards Horsemonger-lane Prison, (334.) XIX. 347 
A similar Account, so far as regards the Fleet Prison ; also, an Account of persons to 
whom the privilege of living within the rules of the Fleet have been Grated, (424.) 
- 362 
Return of the number of persons in the King’s Bench Prison, in each month in each 
year since 1813, to whom the privilege has been granted of living within the rules, 
461.)  - - - - 2 2 5 = 2 = = XIX. 363 
Accounts of persons who, having taken the benefit of the Act for relief of insolvent 
debtors, have been discharged from prison under that Act between ist December 
1824 and 1st December 1826, (65.) - - - = ° - XIX. 356 
Return of the number of persons in Great Britain who have taken the benefit of any 
Act for the relief of insolvent debtors, in each year since 1813, (430.) KIX. 357 
Debts. see Carnatic Debts. Tanjore Debts. os 


Debts, Recovery of. sce Arrests. ~ 
Deeds, 
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Deeds, Register of, Ireland; Returns of the rates of fees demanded or taken for the execu- 
tion of the several duties performed in the office for coeny of mecds, for the years 
. 1816, 1820, and 1826,(141.) — - XX. 119 


Deserted Children. see Foundlings. 

Destruction of Houses. see Dwelling-houses. 

Diocesan Schools, Ireland. see Education, 2. 

Disposition of Grants. see Finance, (Class 6.) 

Dissenters. see Marriage. | . 

Distillers. see Malt. Spirits. 

Distilleries. see Malt. 

Distresses, Bill to extend the provisions of an Act of ‘57 ee: 3+ for regulating the costs 


of certain distresses,(204.) - - 3 - - |. 323 
Bill for amending the law of distresses and ree in certain cases, (456, Aes ) 
685, 717 


. Bill to provide for the relief of persons in Ireland aggrieved by unlawful or excessive 
distresses, or by the refusal of acquittances for rent, (149. 225. 263.) 


I. 497, 505, 513 
Dividends. see Bank of England. 
Dock Dues. see Light, &c. 
Doctors Commons, Copy of the bye-laws and rules of the ecclesiastical court of Doctors 
Commons, which regulate the admission of proctors to that court, (439.) XX. 511 
Donaghadee Harbour. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° I. 3. 
Droits of Admiralty and Droits of the Crown. see Admiralty Droits. 
Dublin: 
- J. Paving Board: 


Report of the Commissioners on the management and system of conducting the 
affairs of the Paving Board, Dublin, (329.) -—- - XI. 417 


2. St. George’s Church: 


Copy of memorial from John Coile respecting the levy of church rates, (136.) 
XX. 129 

3. Richmond Penitentiary: 
Report of the Commissioners directed by the bord ectenan of Ireland to inquire 
into the state thereof, (335.) - - - - - XI. 567 


4, Richmond Lunatic Asylum. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 6. 


Duties. see Auctions. Customs. 

Duties, Rates of. see Customs. : 

Dwelling-houses, Ireland ; Bill to e mai and amend an Act of 7 Geo. 4, intituled, “ An 
Act to prevent the —_ an meheious destruction of dwelling-houses in Ireland, if 

(381-) = So SS - 595 


E. 
East India Affairs : 


Copies of communications and correspondence relative to the burning of Hindoo 

widows on the funeral piles of their Taebance since 5th July 1826, B54. ) 
393 

East India Company : 

Resolutions of the Court of Directors of the rat aie eompany; Soa salaries, 
pensions or gratuities, (19.) = - 291 
Accounts of the revenues and charges of India i in iach year; also of territorial debt 
owing by the East India Company, at their several presidencies in the East 
Indies, on the 30th April in each year from 1822, (314.) - - XX. 287 
Annual Accounts of revenues and disbursements, trade and sales of the East 
India Company, for three years from 1822-3 ; and Estimate of the same for 1825, 
(330-) = = = = 5 = = 2 = = + AX. 199 
Accounts, made up to 1st March 1827, of amount of proceeds of the sale of goods 
and merchandize of the East India Company, with estimate of the same for the 
current year; and a statement of their bond debts and simple contract debts, 
with the rates of interest they respectively carry, and the amount of such interest, 
and the state of cash remaining in their treasury; also of increased calories: 
establishments or pensions payable in Great Britain, granted or created between 
: ist May 1826 and ist May 1827; and allowances, compensations, remunerations 
and superannuations granted to officers of the East ae ompa under 
sect. 93 of Act 53 Geo. 3, (385.) - xX, 277 
see Carnatic Debts. Tanjore Debts. East 
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East and West India Trade. see Imports and Exports. 
East Indies, Charge of regiments and half-pay. see Army Estimates, II. 6. 
East Retford. see Elections, tl. 7. 7 
Ecclesiastical Benefices. see Benefices. Tithes. 
Ecclesiastical Preferments. see Benefices. 


Education and Charities in England: 


1. Reports of Commissioners of Inquiry concerning Charities in England: 
General Index to the first Fourteen Reports of the Commissioners of Inquiry, Cae 
VIII 


Sixteenth Report of Commissioners, ia nots 68 & 59 Gee: 3, a 5 Ges: 7 
(22.) - - - X. 2 
Seventeenth Report of Goines: 426.) - - 2 + = X. 1 


2. Reports from Commissioners of Irish Education Inquiry : 

Second Report of Commissioners of Inquiry, [Abstract of Returns in 1824 from the 
Protestant and Roman Catholic Clergy in pha of the state of Education in 
their respective Parishes,](12.) - = - - - - XIE 1 

Third Report of the Commissioners, piidieatioa of the Lower Classes,] (13.) 

XII. 1 


Fourth Report of Commissioners, [Belfast Academical Institution,] (89.) XIII. 157 
Fifth Report of the Commissioners, [State of the Diocesan Schools,] (441.) 
X 


309 
Sixth Report of the Commissioners, [the Hibernian poricues for Soldiers and Sailors 
Children ; Female Orphan House )(442)) - = - - XID. 385 


Seventh Report of the Commissioners, [Royal Cork faatiuition »] (443-) XIIL. 501 
Eighth Report of the Commis Ones) [omen cane College of Maynooth, ] 
(509-) - - = : > - + XI. 537 
Ninth Report of the Couiaconaes, General View Picoacdings of the Commis- 
sioners,] (510.) - - - - = - - . - XIII. g99 
a ee aa respecting the pisoenee of ppinien of the Commissioners upon the 
Ninth Report, (518.) - - - -- 2 + XH 1137 


Compensation to Commissioners of Inquiry. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° I. 
Expenditure for the Education of the Poor. see Miscellaneous Estimates, 
Ireland, 3. 


3. Account— 


Of all proceedings which have taken place at the Board of Education in Ireland, 
since their commencement, epee ane the schools of Midleton and Ballyroan, 
(303-) - - = - = 5 = = XD 825 


Elections : 


T.— Elections Generally : 
Bill to prevent the application of corporate funds to the purpores of the election of 
members to serve in Parliament, (280. 321.) “ - - II, 1,12 


Bill to make ‘further regulations for preventin corrupt practices at elections of 
members to serve in ariement. and for diminishing the expense of such elec- 


tions, (320. 367.) - - - - - - - If 6,7 
Bill for the registration of freeholders entitled to vote at county elections, (421.) 
IT. 315 


Report from the Select Committee on county election polls, (349.) - IV. 1105 
Report from the Select Committee on election polls for cities and pone (394-) 


Proposed resolutions, dated 13th February 1827, on bribery at elections, a : 
I].— Elections as to particular Boroughs and Counties : on ae 
1. Athlone: 
Report from the Select omar on the apenoee of ane of the borough of 
thlone, (389.) - - - - - - IV. 1081 
2. Coventry: | 


Bill for the more effectually preserving the peace and securing the freedom of 
election in the city of Coventry, and county of the said city, (388.) II. 127 
Report of the determination of the Committee on, and special report - proceedings 
at the election, with minutes of evidence, (147. 148.) - - IV. 1,2 
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II. Elections as to particular Boroughs and Counties—continued. 


3. Galway: 
Reports from the Select Committee on Galway election, (264.) - IV, 953 
4. Northampton : 
Report from the Select Committee on the conduct of the corporation of Northampton 
at the late election, with the minutes of evidence thereon, (168) - IV. 9341 
5. Penryn: 
Bill for preventing bribery and corruption in the election of members to serve in 
Parliament for the borough of Penryn, in the county of Cornwall, (332. 400.) 
II. 15,19 
Minutes of evidence taken before a Committee of the whole House on the above 
Bill in 1827, (365.) - - - -  - . ° = - IV, 481 
Report from the Select Committee on the Penryn election, with minutes of evidence 
taken before them, (176.) - °© - -2- © © «© + IV. 37 
Report and proceedings of the Committee on the Penryn election in 1807, [re-print 


of 1807,) (317.) “ ~ ° - - IV. 527 
Report of the Committee on the Penryn election in 1819, [re-print of 1819,] (318.) 
IV. 607- 


Reports of the Minutes of Evidence taken before a Committee of the whole House 

on the Penryn Bribery Bill of 1819, {re-print of 1819,] (370.) - IV. 693 
6. Preston: 

Bill to regulate the manner of taking the poll at elections of burgesses to serve in 
Parliament for the borough of Preston, in the county of Lancaster, (511.) 

II. 559 
—%. Retford, East ; 

Bill for ere the borough of East Retford from electing burgesses to serve in 
Parliament, and to enable the town of Birmingham to return two representatives 


to Parliament in lieu thereof, (449-) - -° -° © + - II 433 
Reports from the Select Committee on the East Retford election, (288.) 1V. 757 
8. Susser; 


Bill to fix the election for the county of Sussex at the borough of Lewes, (238.) 


9. Wootton Bassett : 439 
Copy of affidavit of service of notice on the sitting members, (57.) - IV. 1147 
Emigrants. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Ill. 2, 
Emigration, Three Reports from the Select Committee on Emigration from the United 
Kingdom, (88.237-550-) °° -° = = e - « V.1, 2, 223 
see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ne Iv. 16. | 
Engineers. see Army. 
Equity, Courts of. see Courts of Justice. 
Estates, Copyhold. see Copyhold Estates, 
Estates, Real. see Fines and Recoveries. | 
Exchequer, Account of monies in the Exchequer, and remaining to be received on 
20th November 1826, to complete the aids granted by Parliament for the year 1826, 
(6) - 5 5 2 5 © = 5 ££ 2 2 = XIV, 333 
Accounts of monies in the Exchequer on 5th January 1827, applicable to the out- 
standing supplies of 1823 to 1826; of the surplus of the ways and means at the 
disposition of Parliament; of monies in the Exchequer charged upon the Con- 
solidated Fund, previously to the 5th January 1820, for services which cannot be 
claimed, and which money is now subject to the appropriation of Parliament ; 
and of out-cash in the Exchequer, subject to the appropriation of Parliament, 
(392.) - 5 © = © 2 2 2 = = «= RIV, 349 
Fees for issues for army services. see Army Estimates, Ill. 20. 
Court of. see Courts of Justice. 
Exchequer Bills, Account of exchequer bills issued, or authorized to be issued, charged on 
| the supplies of 1827; unprovided for,(4.) - - = + «= XIV. 931 
Account of exchequer bills outstanding and unpaid on th January 1826, and 


5th January 1827,(115.) - - XIV. 337 
Account of exchequer bills issued between 5th January 1826 and sth ee 1827, 
under various Acts; unprovided for,(192.) - - - - - XIV. 339 


Account of exchequer bills or treasury bills, and other government securities which 
have been purchased by the Bank of England, on which any sums have been lent 
and advanced for the public service, in the year 1826, (78.) - XIV. 335 


see Holyhead Road, 
Excise, 
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Excise, Bill to consolidate and amend the laws relating to the collection and management 
of the revenue of excise throughout Great Britain and Ireland, (456) T 4gt 
Account showing the quantities of articles on which duties of excise ware id, = 

the rates of duty payable on each, in 1790, and 1826, (643.) - XVII.’ 


Return of the number of informations filed in the Court of Exche se 
under the-excise lawa, from 1820 to the end of Michae]mas Scher fr pn les 


XVII. 163 
A similar Return for Scotland, (g26.) - - - - - -XVII. 329 
A similar Return for Ireland, (97.)- —- - - + KX. 33 


Account of informations before the Court of Exchequer, tae breaches of the excise 
laws, 1821-1826 ; also Account of sums cerns nal by may of fine, penalty or 
compromise, (70.) - 2 - XVII. 241 


see Auctions. Beer. Brewers. Malt. Soap. Spirits, 
Expired and Expiring Laws. see Laws, 


Exports. see Gold and Silver. Imports and Exports. Machinery. Wool and Woollen 
Goods, | 


F. 


Faculties, Court of, Ireland. see Prerogative Court. 
Fees. vee Bankrupts, House of Commons. Turnpike Trusts. 
Female Orphan House. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 9. 
' Fever Hospital. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Irelend, 13. 
Finance, Fifth Report from the Select Committee on, ia wm B17, pelenye to Irish Ciyil 
Estimates, [reprint of 1817,] (209.)- - - - II. 867 
Class Accounts of the United Ken om om, for 1836, ing ae Public Income; 3. Public 
enditure; 3. Consolidated 4. Public Funded Debt; 5. Unfunded 
Debt; 6. Disposition of Grants; 7. py et and Balances ; ti Trade and Navi- 
gation, (20}.) - - ° - - XIV, 1 
Fines and Recognizances, Account of the waiter of, estreated into the Court of Exchequer, 
and levied under the Acts of 5 Geo. 4, c, 46, and 4 Geo. 4, ¢. 97> (97g.) XIX. 95 
' Fines and Recoveries, Returns of the number of fines levied, and recoveries auffered upon 
real estates in England, during the last seven yours, &c. (64. 313.) XIX. 85, 93 
Fire Briefs, see Briefs. 
' Fire Insurances, see Insurances. 
First Fruits, Ireland, Account of all sums received by the Commissioners of es Fruits, 


during each ‘of the last ten years 1816-1826, (1365.) - X. 35 
Fisheries, Righth Re N sb of Commissioners of Jngh Fisheries, under met 59 Ceo. C. 109, 
for 1826, (4 - 2 » t 719 


400 Herring Fuhery. Salmon. 
Flas. see Imports. 
Fleet Prison. see Debtors, 1 
Flour. see Corn, | 
Flour and Biscuit, Contractors for. see Navy. 
Foreign Corn. see Corn. 
Foreign Grain. see Corn. 
Foreign Half-pay. see Army Estimates, It. 18. 
Fereign Secretary of State. see Miscellancous Estimates, N° U1. 3.-12. 
Foundling Hospital. see Miscellaneous Estimates, ireland, 4. 


Foundlings, Ireland, Bill to continue an Act of 6 Geo. 4, respecting aerted children in 
: reland, for a time to be limited, (351.) - I. §83 


Four-and-a-half per Cent Duties. see Droits. 
Freeholders, Registration of. see Elections, 11. 
Friendly Societies, Report from the Select Committee on the laws gi aia og) 


Frivolous Arrests. see Arrests. 
Full-pey for Retired Officers. see Army Estimates, Ul. Ul. 
Funded Debt. see Debt, Public, 2. Finance, (Class 4.) 


G. 
Galway Election. see Elections, I. 3. 


Game and Game Laws, Bill to suspend the operation of certain Acts aia the sale 
and purchase of game, (369. 432.) - = Il. 79, 353 
Bill 
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Game and Game Laws—continued. cae 
Bill for enabling qualified persons to authorize their servants or on to kill 
game upon their lands; and for amending: the awe ag gamekeepers, 
(369. 437- 453-) > = = os 83, 363, 437 
Return of the number of game licences issued in the last five years in Great Britain 
and Ireland, (215.) - - - - - - = - - XX. 527 
Account of the number of convictions under the game ows, from 1820 to 1826, 
(425) - oe ieee. ete - - XX. 617 
Gaols, Fifth Report of Inspectors-general of Prisons in Ireland (471.) - XI. 335 
Copies of all Reports and Schedules transmitted to tne ey of State, pursuant 
to Act 4 Geo. 4, c.64, (46.) - -  - - XIX. 365 
Garrisons, Charge of, at home and abroad. see Army Estzmates, UI. 10. 
General Penitentiary. see Penitentiary at Milbank. 
General Register-House, Edinburgh. see Register-House. 
~ Geneva Spirits. see Spirits. 
George IV. Harbour. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° I. 4. 
Gibraltar. see Army. 
Godolphin House, Copy of the lease granted to His Royal uignness the late Duke of York, 


of the site of Godolphin House, (379.) - - = - XX. 529 
Gold and Silver, Account of the paeanory exported aon 1st . analy 1825 to 1st November 
1826, (28.) - - XVIII. 115 


Gold Coinage. see Miscellaneous Estimates, IV. 5. 

Gold Coat. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N® V. 8. 

Goods. see Carriage of. 

Gospel, Propagation of the. see Colonies, 1.1. Miscellaneous Estimates, N° v. 10. 

Governors of Counties, Ireland, List of the number of Governors within the several coun- 
ties in Ireland, (410.) - - - - - - - - XX. 939. 


Grain. see Corn. 
Grand Jury Presentments, Ireland, Report from the Select Committee on the provisions 


. expedient to be established for regulating, (555-) - ss - - Hl. 745 
Abstracts of the Accounts of grand jury presentments of the several counties, cities 
and towns in Ireland in 1826, (207.) - SB os - - XX. 49g 


Returns of sums raised by grand jury presentments in Ireland for houses of industry, 
fever hospitals, lunatic asylums a dispensaries, &c.; 1821—1826, (324, 408.) 
XX. 65, 103 

Grants, Disposition of. see Finance, (Class 6.) 
Greenwich Hospital, Account of contract prices of Hour, meal, butter and cheese; 
1818—1827,(122.) - - = - - - - - XV. 457 
Account of the rate of wages per day paid by the Royal Hospital at Greenwich to 
carpenters and other workmen, for certain years from 1792 to 1826, (545.) 


459 
Greig, G. see Cape of Good Hope. 


H. 


Hackney Coaches, Return of the number of hackney coach and cabriolet licences issued 
in London, Westminster and poultwerk, by He commissioners of hackney 
coaches, (214.) - - - = - XX. 541 

Haiti, Copy of the Code Rural of that fatant (393- ) = - - XX. 547 

Half Pay and Military Allowances. see Army Estimates, 111. 12. 

Harbour Dues. see Light. 

Hemp. see Imports and Exports. 

Herring Fisheries, Report of the Commissioners, appointed oe Acts 48 Geo. 3, c. 110, 
and 55 Geo. 3, c.94, for 1825, (11.) + - - - VIL. 153 

Hibernian Societies. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 7 & 8. Education, 2. 

Hides. see Imports. 

Highland Churches. see Churches. 

Highland Roads and Bridges. see Roads and Bridges. 

Hindoo Widows. see East India Affairs. 

Holyhead Road, Bill for the further improvement of the Holyhead Road, (222. 401.) 

I, 351,375 
Annual 
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Holyhead Road—continued. > aon 


Annual Report of Commissioners appointed under Acts 59 ee 3, C. - 30 and c. 48, 
_on Shrewsbury and Holyhead Road, (196.) -. VII. 61 


Fourth Report of the Commissioners appointed under net 4 Geo. 4, ¢. Ua on a 
road from London to Holyhead, (412.) - — - 


Account of loans advanced by the Commissioners for ies issue of Exchequer ‘is 
for the employment of the Poor, to certain trusts on the Holyhead Road, (310.) 
XX. 


see Miscellaneous Estimates, N°1.11. Public Butldings. 
Holyhead and Liverpool Packets. see Steam Packets. 
Home Secretary of State. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N°. 3 to 12.. 
Honduras. see Army. Colonies, 11. 3. 


Hops, Account of the duty on hops of the growth of the year 1826, (31.) - XVII. 381 
Account of the number of acres of land in Great Britain under the cultivation of, 


in 1826,(75-) = 2° - 2 2% 2 = 2 «= = XVII. 383 
Account of the quantity of hops exported from and imported into Great Britain, 
in the year ended sth January 1827, (183.) - - - -. + XVII. 393. 


Horsemonger-lane Prison. see Debtors, Il. 
House and Window Tar. see Tares. 


oe of Commons, Account of annual income of the fee-fund under the management of 
the Commissioners for regulating the offices of the House of Commons, (547.) 
XX. 


66 
House of Industry. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 5. : 


Howth Harbour. see Miscellaneous Estimates, 1. 11. 
Hundred, Remedies against. see Crime. 


Imports and Exports: . . .  . 
Imports : | 


‘Account of the quantities of certain articles, therein enumerated, imported and 
entered for home consumption, into the United Kingdom, from foreign countries 
and the ne : ad rate of auty peyavle on eoen article, 1824-1826, 
(307.) - ~ - XVIII. i03 

Accounts of the quantities of hemp asd flax, dressed a undressed, and of linen 
yarn, imported from foreign countries into Great Britain in 1826, (229.) 

XVIII. 117 

Accounts of duties payable upon the importation into the ports of Great Britain of 
hemp, flax, sail-clotk, timber, deals, iron, pitch, tar and su by British ships, in 
the several years from 1814 to 1826, (296.) - - - - XVIII. 121 

Account of the quantity of foreign tallow, flax, hemp, ides and seeds imported into 
the United Kingdom, for the year ended 5th January 1827, (294.) - XVII. 353 

Accounts of wool, shumac, madders, madder roots, barilla, brimstone, bark of 
oak, cork, oranges, lemons, linseed, rape-seed and clover-seed, imported into the 
United Kingdom from Europe, aera 26; also of rosin, pitch, wo 1826 sugar, 


pot-ashes and salt, imported into Great Britain from Europe, 1816 to 1 ae (539. ) 
see Butter. Coals. Wood. I. 3g) 
Exports. see Gold and Silver. Machinery. Woollen Goods. 
Imports and Exports : 
Accounts of quantities of articles imported and entered for home consumption, 
1790-1826, (631) = - - - = = = = = XVIL. 87 


Accounts of the official value of British and Irish produce and manufactures, and of 
. foreign and colonial produce and manufactures, exported from Great Britain and 
Ireland, distinguishing the several countries, together with the mee from the 
same countries, for the year ending 5th January 1827, (297.) XVIII. 39 

Account of the quantity and official and declared value of the twenty principal 
articles of British, Insh, foreign and colonial produce or manufactures exported 
from and imported into the United poneeone fo or year ea 6th January 
1825, 1826 and 1827, (501. 541 -) - KV VIII. 43, 51 


. Sess. 1826-7. - E Account 


GENERAL INDEX TO THE 
SSS re errs 
$4 VOL. | page. 
Imports and Exports—continued. are aaa 
Accounts of the real and official value of exports to the East Indies and China, 
with the Mauritius, also to the British West Indies, and of imports thereto, with 
amount of duties on goods imported, 1814-1826, (345.) - = XVII. 83 
Fifteen Accounts relating to hemp, flax and linens, imported and exported, with real 
and official values thereof, bounties and duties paid thereon, also retained for home 
consumption, in the year ending §th January 1827, (489.) -  ~ XVIII. 125 
Accounts of the quantities of indigo, cochineal, lac-lake and lac-dye, and madder, 
imported into Gea Britain from all parts of the world, except the British posses- 
sions in the East Indies, since January 1783; and of indigo, lac-lake and ac-dye 
imported from the British possessions in the East Indies, also re-ex orted, and 
the quantity charged with duty, (395.) - = - -  - XVIII. 149 
see Coffee. Copper. Corn, &c. Hops. Lead. Newfoundland. Prussia. Soap. 
Spirits. Sugar. Wool. | 
Income, Public. see Finance, (Class 1.). Revenue. 
Incurables, Hospital for. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland. 
Indemnity, Annual. see Offices. 
India. see Army. East India Company. 
Indigo. see Imports and Exports. : 
Informations. see Customs. Excise, 
Injurtes. see Crime, I. 
Inland Navigation, Accounts of the receipt and expenditure of the oy Canal, from 
the year 1800 to the present time, (170. 200.) X. 105. 107 
Copy of Report made by order of the Board of Inland Navigation in Dublin, 
respecting the Newry Navigation, (255.) - - -« « -~ XX. 109 
see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 28. 
see Victuallers. 


Inns. 
Inrolments. see Clerkships. 
Insolvent Debtors. see Debtors, 1. 
Commissioners of. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° 11. 17. 
sha A Fire, Return of net amount of duties on policies for fire insurances in the 
nited Kingdom, since 1810, (100.) = - - - - .- XVIFE. a9 
Account of all sums paid into the Stamp-office for duty on insurances from fire in 
London and the country, in the four quarters of the year 1826, (227.) XVII. 37 


Account of the amount of stamps paid by fire-insurance companies in Great Britain, 
for the year ending 5th January 1827, (499.) Z - - - XVII. 41 
Ionian Islands. see Army. 


Ireland, Matters relating to Ireland will be found under the following heads:— 


Accounts, Public. 


Pec 

Auction Duties. 
Banks. 
Bread. 
Butter Trade. 
Chancery, Court of. see Courts of Justice. 
Church Rates. 
Clergy. 
Coals. 
Coffee. 
Constables. 
Corn. 
Crown Office. see Courts of Justice. 
Crown Rents. 
Courts of Justice. 
Debtors. 
Debts. 
_ Deeds. 

Deserted Children. see Foundlings. 
Distresses. 
Dublin. 
Dwellig-houses. 
Education. 
Elections. 
Exchequer, Court of. see Courts of Justice. 

xcise. 
First Fruits. 


Fisheries. 

Foundlings. 

Galway Elections. see Elections. 

Gaols. 

Governors of Counties. 

Grand Jury Presentments. 

Insolvent Debtors. see Debtors. 

Inland Navigation, 

Judgments. see Courts of Justice. 

Jurors, 

Justice, Administration of. see Petty 
essions. 

Justices of Peace. 

Land Revenue. 

Lighting and Watching. 

Malt. : 


Manor Courts. see Debts. 

Marine Insurance. 

Milford Haven. 

Ministers Provision. see Clergy. 

Newry Navigation. see Inland N avigation. 


Newspapers. 

Parishee 

Paving Board. see Dublin, 
Peace Preservation. 
Pensions. 


Petty Sessions. see Justices of Peace. 
Postage. 
Prerogative 
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Ireland—continued. aaa crated 

Prerogative Court. Shipping and Tonnage. 

Prisons. - see Gaols. Signet, Kasper of the. 

Processes. Small Debts. see Debts: 

Promissory Notes. Soap. 

Public Buildings. | Spirits. 

Purchasers Protection. see Courts of Justice. Stamps, 2. 

Replevins. Steam Packets. 

Richmond Penitentiary. see Dublin. Sugar. 

Roads and Bridges. | Tithes. 

Rum. see Spirits. Troops. see Army. 

St. George’s Parish. see Dublin. Waterford County. 

Salmon. Weights and Measures. 

Savings Banks. Wheat. see Corn. 


Sea Policies. see Marine Insurance. 


Ireland, Civil Government of; Account of the salary and allowances of the lord liev- 
tenant of Ireland, and chief secretary; of expenses of several departments in 


Ireland; also of the Insh-office in London, (304.) - - - XX. 931 
Return of the names of the lords lieutenants, lords justices, and chief secretaries of 
Treland, 1801-1821, (308.) re eD. ©. Claro | 


see Governors of Counties. 
Trish Civil Estimates. see Finance. 
Irish Fisheries. sec Fisheries. 
Iron. see Imports. 


J. 


Jamaica. see Army. Colonies, I. 4. West India Colonies. 

Joint Stock Companies. see Banking Companies. 

Judgments. see Courts of Justice, Ireland. 

Judicial Inquiry, Commissioners of. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 30. 

Juries, Scotland, Report of Commissioners appointed by Royal warrant for inquiring 
into the forms of proceedings in trials of civil causes by jury in Scotland, (340.) 


VII. 173 
Jurors, Ireland; Bill for consolidating and amending the laws relative to jurors and juries 
in Ireland, (451.) = - - - - - - - - I. 62g 


Justice, Administration of. see Courts of Justice. Crime. Justicesof Peace. New South 
Wales. West Indies. | 
Justice, Courts of. see Courts of Justice. 
Justices of Peace, Ireland; Bill for the better administration of justice ut the holding of 
petty sessions by justices of the peace, (257.366.) - - - TI. §63, 669 
Justiciary, Court of, Scotland. see Courts of Justice. 


K. 


King’s Bench, Court of. see Courts of Justice. 
King’s Bench Prison. see Debtors. 


L. 


Labourers. see Poor. 

Labrador. see Newfoundland. 

Lace, Account of the number of licences issued for selling thread lace under 46 Geo. 3, 
in 1826, and of receipt into the Exchequer for the same, (124.) - XVII. 31 

Land Forces. see Army Estimates, 1. 1. 

Land Revenue, Ireland; Bill for the management and improvement of the land revenues 
of the Crown in Ireland, and for other purposes relating thereto, (244.) I. 525 

Land Revenue, Returns of all sales and purchasers of land, and leases granted by the Com- 

; missioners of His Majesty’s woods, forests and land revenues, since 1814 to the 


present time, (436.) - -  - - 2 -= «© = XX. 763 
Land Tar Assessments, Bill to explain and amend two Acts of 34 & 38 Geo. 3, so far as 
the same relate to double assessments to the land tax, (414.) - If. 3065 


Statement of expenses incurred under Acts for the redemption and sale of land tax, 
and for incidental expenses attending the execution of those Acts, (526) 
| IV. 375 


Land 
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Land Tar Commissioners, Bill for appointing Commissioners for carrying into execution 
the Land.Tax Act of me last session of ee and anos an ne of 88 at 3, 
QZ)" = = - = me 5 
Larceny. see Crime. - 
Law Charges. see Miscellaneous Estimates, 1 Ne Iv. 9. 
Law Proceedings. see Stamps, &c. 2 


Laws, Expired and Expiring, Report from Committee on, (3.) - - IE 1 
see Crime. 

Lead, Account of lead and lead ore anpored a into and are from Great Britain in the 

last seven years, (520.) - - | _ XVIII. 157 


Leith Docks. see Public Buildings. . 

Letters. see Postage. Post-office. 

Lewes. see Elections, Il. 8. 

Licences. see Brewers. Game. Hackney Coaches. Lace. Victuallers. 

‘Licensed Victuallers. see Beer. Victuallers. 

Lighthouses, Abstracts of accounts of Commissioners = northern lighthouses, for the year 


ending 3oth June 1826, (72.) - = - - KX. 593 
Lighting and Watching, Ireland ; Bill to make provision for the lighting, cleansing and 
watching of cities, towns cofpomts and oer towns in Ir , in certain cases, 
(452) <-  - - - - . FE .651 


Light, Pilotage, Harbour aiid Dock Dues, Account of amount of, paid out of. the 
public revenue, up to §th January 1827, to any corporations or individuals in 
Great Britain, under the reads of light, puotage, eal and dock dues, as com- 
pensation, (251.) - = : - XX. 573 

Linen Board. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 20. 

Linens. see Imports and Exports. - 

Literary Works. see Copyright. 

Liverpool and London Road, Copy of Mr. Telford’s Report on the a of the road from 
London to Liverpool, (362.) - - VIE 7 

Lendon,. Accounts from the Chamberlain’s Office relating to the Orphans Fund ; paving, 
lighting and cleansing ; sewers ; navigation of the river Thames ; London Brid 
Sinking Fund; Blackfriar’s Bridge; sale of coals ; riers and inspection of eh 
mooring chains in the river Thames, and canal in the Isle of Dogs; for one year, 
ending at different periods in 1826, (373.) - - = - XX. 475 

London, Port of. see Coals. Shipowners. Shipping. — 

Long Annuities. see Debt, National. 

Lords Lieutenants. see Ireland, Civil Government of. . 

ttery, Copy of Treasury Minutes for the reduction of me nae =ofhice, and ti 
a ed allowances to peaueed officers, (252.) - = = - gan Pa 
see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 27. | 

Lottery Prizes, Unclaimed. see Debt, National. 

Lunatics, Report from the Select Committee on the state of panper panne in Middlesex, 
and on lunatic asylums, (557-)  - - - Vi. 45 

Expense of confining criminal lunatics. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Ill. 6. 
Lying-in Hospital. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 11. 


M. 


M‘Adam’s Roads, Account of sums dxpended under Acts 5 & 6 Geo. 4, in converting 
Regent-street, Whitehall and Palace-yard streets, into broken-stone roads, 
including the ‘value. of the paving-stones converted into broken stones; also, of 
the expense incurred in maintaining those roads in repair, including sa a 
and watering, and all other expenses, in the year ending 5th January 1827 ; an 
showing the number of lineal hai and superficial square yards in the Regent- 
street district, the Whitehall district, and the Palace-yard district, (315-) 

XX. 585 

Machinery, Account showing the several countries to which machinery has been ae sae 

, . with the official value, in each year vom S33 to 3827, (496.) - XVIII. 161 

Madders. see Imports. - 

Malt, Bill to consolidate and amend the laws nine to the revenue of excise on -malt 
. made in the United Kingdom, (403. 450. 475. 517-) - II. 147. 183. 219. 257 
Copy of Memorial from certain distillers in Dublin to the peeasUry, for relief in 

regard to the malt laws, (39.) = - - - - - - - XVIL. 395 
- A Memorial from distillers in Scotland on the same subject, (211.) - XVIT. 493 
Accounts 
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Malt—continued. 7 = 
Accounts of bushels of malt made, used in distilleries, and by brewers and victuallers 
in England, Scotland and Ireland, from 1823 to October 1826; also of proof 
spirits made from malt only, in Scotland and Ireland, from §th January 1825 to 
6th January 1827, (51.488.) - - - - - - XVII. 397, 471 
Account of the total quantity of malt, stated by quarters, made in each of the 
three kingdoms in each year, from 6th April 1786 to 6th April 1827, (490.) 
: , XVII. 475 
Accounts of the number of bushels of malt charged with duty in the United King- 
dom, from 22d August 1826 to 19th May 1827, (493.) - - XVII. 479 
Accounts of the number of bushels of malt used in the distilleries of each of the 
three kingdoms, from 10th @ctober 1826 to 5th April 1827, (§04.) XVII. 481 
Accounts bere to proof spirits made from malt in Ireland and Scotland ; to malt 
used in the distilleries, and by brewers and victuallers, in each. of the three 
kingdoms ; to spirits made within the Highland Line; also to money paid, &c. 
as drawback on malt, and to wash distilled, and proof spirits produced therefrom 
| by each distiller in the United Kingdom, (529.) - - - - XVII. 573 
Malta. see Army. i | | 
Manby, i ao Returns of the names of the places to which brass and iron mortars 
and other articles of Captain Manby’s apparatus have been supplied, (260.) 
: 5 
Man-traps. see Spring-guns.- __- 2 
Manor Courts. see Debts, I. . 
Marine Policies, Return of amount of stamp duty on policies for marine insurance since 
; - 1810, (98.) -" - - - - - = 2 © XVIT. 21 
Accounts of stamp duties paid on sea policies in England, Scotland and Ireland, 
from 5th January 1825 to 5th July 1826, 41.) - - - -XVIL wv 
Marines. see Navy. 
Market Towns, Ireland. see Lighting and Watching. 
Marriage, Bill for granting relief to certain persons dissenting from the church of 
England, in respect of the mode of celebrating marriage, (336. 440. 4509.) 
: see Turner. Il. 21, 27, 35 
Mauritius. see Colonies, 11.5. Slave Trade. . Sugar. 
Meal. see Corn. | 
Measures. see Weights and Measures. 
Medicines for Land Forces. see Army Estimates, 1. 4. 
Menai and Conway Bridges, Account of sums paid into the Exchequer, arising from the 
; _ additional duty on Irish letters, towards the repayment of advances from the 
. consolidated fund for building the Menai and Conway suspension bridges, to 
5th April 1827, (292.) - - - - - XX 583 
Merchandize warehoused. see Warehoused Goods. 
Mesne Process. see Arrests. 
Metropolis Improvement. see Public Buildings. | 
Metropolis Turnpike Roads, First Report of the Commissioners appointed under Act 
7 Geo. 4, c. 142, on those north of the river Thames, (339.) - VII. 23 
Midleton School. see Education, 3. 
Milbank Penitentiary. see Penitentiary. - 
Milford Haven, Reports from the Select Committee on the state of the communication 
between England and the south and south-west of Ireland, by Milford Haven, 
(258.472.)  - - 5 2 = « © = TEL 881, 649 
Account of receipts of postage of letters in the post-offices of Swansea, Newport, 
and Cardiff, severally, during three years, ending 5th January. 1827, (1§4.) 
; , Il. 
Accounts of vessels which have entered into the ports of Swansea, Newport be 
Cardiff, and of customs duties received in the said ports, during three years, 
ending ist January 1827, (178.) ee ee | 0 Fe 7 


Miktary Pensions. see Penstons. : 

Militia Estimates, Report from Committee appointed to prepare them, &c.; also, Report 
on Militia Estimates recommitted Report, &c. (85. 195.) - XV. 191, 136. 

Militia Officers, Returns of the qualifications of deputy-lieutenants and militia officers, 
which have been transmitted to the Secretary of State for the Home Department 
since January 1826, (514.) « - - - - ° - - 137 


Ministers Provision. see Clergy. 


Sess. 1826-7. FE Miscellaneous 


GENERAL INDEX TO THE 


| VOL. | page. 
Miscellaneous Services : " 


Estimates for 1827 ; viz.: 


N°].—1. Public Buildings; 2. Port Patrick Harbour; 3. Donaghadee 
Harbour; 4. Royal Harbour of George the Fourth, at Kingstown; §. British 
Museum, building; 6. Privy Council Office and Board of Trade; 7. Windsor 
Castle; 8. Houses of Parliament; 9. Churches, &c. in the West Indies; 
10. Courts of Justice at Westminster; 11. Holyhead and Howth Roads and 
Harbours; (159.)  - - - - - = - - - XV. 233 

IJ.—1. Salaries and Allowances to Officers of the Houses of Lords and Com- 
mons; 2. Expenses, Lords and Commons; 3 to 7. Deficiencies of Fee Funds 
at the Treasury, Home, Foreign, and Colonial Secretaries of State, in the Privy 
Council Office, and Office for Trade; 8 to 12. Contingencies and Messengers 
in the same Departments ;_ 13. Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry, Salaries ; 
14. Commissioners of Education Inquiry, Salaries; 15. Expenses, Court 
and Receipt of Exchequer ; 16. Salaries to the Professors in the Universities 
of Oxford and Cambndge; 17. Insolvent Debtors Court Establishment; 
18. Aliens, Salaries and Expenses; 19. Penitentiary Establishment at Mil- 
bank ; (60.)_ - - - - - - - - - - XV. 245 

-III.—1. Superannuation Allowances; 2. Toulonese and Corsican Emigrants, 
Dutch Naval Officers, and St. Domingo Sufferers; 3. National Vaccine Esta- 
blishment; 4. Refuge for the Destitute; §. American Loyalists; 6. Criminal 
Lunatics; 7. Protestant Dissenting Ministers, Poor French Protestant Refugee 
Clergy and Laity, &c.; (61.) - - - - - ~ - XV. 255 

IV.—1. Secret Service, foreign and other; 2. Printing for the Houses of 
Lords and Commons; 3. Printing Records; 4. Stationery, Pmnting and 
Binding, for Public Departments; 5. Expense of Gold Coinage; 6. Loss 
upon Re-coinage of Insh Silver Tokens ; 7. Prosecutions relating to the Coin ; 
8. Furniture and Fittings for the two Houses of Parliament ; g. Law Charges ; 
10. Convicts at Home and at Bermuda; 11. Bills drawn on account of Gap 
tured Negroes; 12. Commissioners for preventing illegal Traffic in Slaves ; 
13. Special Commissions to New States of America; 14. Consuls General, 
&c. abroad; 15. New South Wales Bills; 16. Emigration from the United 
Kingdom; 17. Indemnification to certain Proprietors in Slaves in the United 
States of America; (160.) -- - = - - - - XV. 267 

V.—Civil Establishments in, 1. The Bahamas; 2. Nova Scotia; 3. New 
Brunswick; 4. Bermuda; §. Prince Edward’s Island; 6. Newfoundland ; 
7. Sierra Leone ; 8. Civil and Military Establishments on the Gold Coast ; 
g. Colonial Services formerly paid out of Army Extraordinaries; 10. Society 
for the propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts; 11. Water communication 
between Montreal and the Ottawa, and from the Ottawa to Kingston; 
12. New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land, Engineer Department, &c. ; 
(Q161.) - = -= 2 2 2© 2 = = -= = KV, 279 


see Services Unpaid. 


Miscellaneous Services, Ireland : 
Estimates for 1827; viz.: 

Charitable Institutions :—1. Protestant Charter Schools; 2. Association 
for Discountenancing Vice; 3. Society for promoting the Education of the 
Poor; 4. Foundling Hospital of Dublin; 5. House of Industry ; 6. Richmond 
Lunatic Asylum; 7. Hibernian Society for Soldiers Children; 8. Hibernian 
Marine Society ; g. Female Orphan House; 10. Westmorland Lock Hospital ; 
11. Lying-in H spital; 12. Dr. Stevens’s Hospital; 13. Fever Hospital in 
Cork-street; 14. Hospital for Incurables; 15. Roman Catholic Seminary 
at Maynooth; 16. Royal Cork Institution; 17. Royal Dublin Society ; 
18. Royal Irish Academy; 19. Commissioners of Chantable Donations and 
Bequests.— Miscellaneous Services: 20. Linen Board; 21. Board of Works; 
22. Stationery, &o. Chief Secretary’s Office; 293. Printing Proclamations ; 
94. Printing Statutes; 25. Criminal Prosecutions; 26. Noaconforming and 
other Dissenting Ministers ; de Salaries to Lottery Officers; 28. Inland 
Navigation; 29. Police of Dublin; 30. Commissioners of Judicial Inquiry ; 
31. Board of Public Records; 32. Public Works in Ireland ;—with Abstract 
of Grants voted, and Sums proposed to be voted(190.) - = XV. 287 


Museum. see British Museum. oo 
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National Debt. see Debt. 


Naval Pensions. see Pensions. 


Navy, Estimates for 1827; viz. ordinary of the navy, and building and repair of xe 7 a) 


Returns of the officers of the Navy, and of the Royal Marines, who have been aie 
missed the service without trial by court-martial since 1793, (77.) XV. 461 

Returns of officers, masters, surgeons and purer on the a of the Ro ey apr 
1792, 1817 and 1827, (431.) - - - 

Returns of the number of midshipmen, lieutenants, and csuninaridlets geese pe 
officers in the Royal Navy; gentlemen appointed to first commissions and pro- 
motions in the Marmes, between 1st January see ~ 1st saan 1837; alse 
up to 15th June 1827, (106. 505.) - - Xv. 473, 481 

Returns of the names of all contractors for flour ai Bhkeutt for the aay. Navy, 
whose flour and biscuit-meal have been rejected as. unfit for use, (144.) XV 485 

Aceounts, amount of deductions from wages of men and officers in the sea service, 
and also in the merchant service, 1822-1826, (460 ) - 2 = XV. 469 

see Services Unpaid. 

New Churches. see Churches. 

New Brunswick. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° V. 38. 

New South Wales, Bill to pons for the permanent administration of justice in New 
South Wales and Van Dieman’s fend, and for the more isin government 
thereof, and other purposes relating thereto, (402.) - Tl. 191 

Bill to continue an Act of 4 Geo. 4, for the better. wiministration of justice in New 
South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land, (457.) ° - 611 

see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° IV. 15, and N° Vv. 12. 

Newfowndland, Return of the. number of vessels cleared from the ports of the United 
Kingdom for the Island of _Newfoundland and the Coast of Labrador; also of 
vessels entered from the same places during 1824, 1825, 1826, (113,) XVIII. 165 

Account of the value of imports and experts to-and from the Island of Newfoundland 
and Coast of Labrador, during the years 1824, 1825 and 1826, 5%) cui 

. 169 

Return of vessels with their tonnage, and number of men and boys navigating the 

same, entered at the different ports of Newfoundland, from 1816 to 1826, (289. ) 


XVIII. 171 
Account of imports into and from the _— of i ai aad Coast of Labrador, 
from 1815 to 1826, (§42.) - = - - XVII. 175 


see Army. Miscellaneous Estimates, N° v. 6. 
Newington Churches. see Churches. 
Newry Canal. see Inland Navigation. 


Newspapers, Returns of the aggregate number of stamps issued for newspapers in Great 
PB ritain, from 1801 to 1826; also in Ireland, from 1817 to 1826, (§g30.) XVII. 45 


Returns of the stam fa a on pamphlets, and on newspapers and eilvertisements, in 
England, Scotland and Ireland, 1797-1826, (99.)-  - - - XVII. 93 


Nonconforming Ministers. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 26. 
North America. see Colones, 1.1. Passage Vessels. Wood. 
Northampton. see Elections, II. 4. 

Northern Light-houses. see Light-houses. 

Nova Scotia. see Army. Miscellaneous Estimates, N° V. 2. 


O. 
Oats. see Corn. 


Offices, Bill to mdemnify such pereons ia the United Kangdom.as. have omitted:to qualify 
themselves for offices arid employments, and for ing the time limited 
for those purposes respectively, (191.) - - = 


| - -L 31§ 
sée Codosies, 1. 2. = S 


Ordnance, Estimates of the char. ree of the Ordnance Deseriueat land and.sea service, 
(including superannuated allowances,) = sl other Peper ements transferred to the 
Ordnance, for 1827, (49.) - == oe - XV. 73 

see Services Unpaid. 

Ounce Thread. see Thread. 


Oxford and Cambridge Universities. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° 11. 16. 
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~ Palace Yard. see M‘Adam’s Roads. 
Pamphlets. see Newspapers. 
Parishes, Ireland, Bill to consolidate and amend the laws in force in Ireland for unions 
and divisions of salen and for uniting or disappropriating appropriate 
- parishes, or parts of parishes; and to make further provision with respect to the 
. erecting chapels of ease, and making perpetual cures, (423.) - 
Parliament, Houses of. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Net. 8. N° UL. 1. & 2. 
see House of Commons. Elections. 
Parliamentary Agents. see Bills, Private. 
Parochial Settlements, Scotland. see Poor. 
Passage Vessels, Bill to repeal an Act of 6 Geo. 4, for regulating vessels carrying 
ree ail to foreign parts, so far as relates to the carriage of passengers to the 
ritish possessions on the continent of North America; and to make further pro- 
vision respecting the carriage of passengers to the said British possessions, 
(O39) Ge ee ee Se oe ee ed go 
Pauper Lunatics. see Lunatics. 
Paving Board, Dublin. see Dublin, 1. : 
Peace, Preservation of, Ireland, Account of proclamations issued and expenses incurred 
| under the peace preservation Acts for the year 1826, (206.) - - XX. 113 
Pease. see Corn. 
Penalties. see Customs. Excise. 
Penitentiary at Milbank, Bill for the further regulation of the General Penitentiary at 
Milbank, (422.) - - - = - - - - II. 343 
Report of the Committee of the General Penitentiary, dated 17th February 1827, 
(81.) - = = = = © = = 2 2 XX. 653 
Detailed Account of the expenses of the General Penitentiary at Milbank for the 
year 1826, (155.) - - - - - - - ~ - XX. 657 
see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° 11. 19. 
Penryn Election. see Elections, i. 5. 


Pensions : 
Civil List : | 
Account of pensions granted out of the Civil List of Scotland, for the year ending 
20th June 1826, (40.) -" - - - - - - XVII. 107 
Returns of the names of persons placed on the Pension List of Ireland, during the 
years 1792, 1793, and 1794,(311.) = = = = =e KX 45 
Naval and Military : 


Account of sums becoming payable in the year ending 5th April 1827, in respect 
of military and naval pensions, and civil superannuations, (193.) - XIV. 319 
see Army. East India Company. : 


Petty Sessions. see Justices of Peace, Ireland. | 

Pilchards, Return of pilchards for which a bounty has been paid, from 1820 to the present 
time, (181.) ~ - - ~ - - - - - xX 663 

Pilotage Dues. see Light. 

Pitch. see Imports. 

Polls at Elections. see Elections, 1. 

Poor: 


Labourers: 


Bill to declare and amend the law relating to the employment and payment of able- 
bodied labourers from the poor rate, (512. 537.) - - - - IL §69, 671 


Settlements : 
Bill to extend the period necessary to confer a settlement in Scotland, (239. 337.) 
I. 431, 433 
Rates: 


Appendix, (N° 3,) to Abstract of Poor Rate Returns presented in 1818, containing 
table of proportions of comparative increase, 1776, 1785, 1803, 1815; also 
comparative statement of enumerations of 1801, 1811 and 1821, (18.) 


Accounts 
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Rates—continued. 
Account of amount of money levied by assessment for poor rates and county rates, 
in each county in England and Wales, for the year ending March 1826, (g20.) 
669 
Account of money levied and expended for the relief of the poor in each county in 
England and Wales, in the year ending 26th March 1826, (316.) - XX. 673 


Removals : 
Returns of the number of appeals against orders for removal entered for trial during 
the last six years, (104.) - - - - = - - -- XIX. 1 


Statement of the number of appeal cases against orders of removal tried in the 
different courts of quarter sessions in England, 1824~1826, (105.) XIX. 29 
Poor. see Education and Charities. Lunatics. 
Port Patrick Harbour. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° I. 2. 
Portugal. see Treaties, 3. 


Post-office, Return of persons who paid for early delivery of their letters from the Post- 
office, within the city of London and adjacent parts of the Metropolis, in the year 


1826, (397-) - -  - - .- XX. 695 
Postage, Bill for Siar og Bs His Majesty rates of postage on the conveyance of letters 
to and from St. Domingo and Cuba, (21.) - - - “- - 9 


‘Bill to regulate the rates of postage on letters conveyed between Great Britain and 
Ireland, according to the rates payable in Great Britain; and to make the rates 
of postage on letters conveyed within Ireland payable in the currency of the 
United Kingdom, (1392.274.) - - - - - - - Lo 7,77 

see Milford Haven. 

Pot Ashes. see Imports. 

Prerogative Court, Ireland; Bull to provide for the oo of a salary, in lieu of fees, to 
the judge of the Prerogative Court and Court of Faculties in Ireland, (368.) 

I, 

Presentments. see Constables." Grand Jury Presentments. 9 

Preston Election. see Elections, I. 61. 

Printing. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ne Iv. 2. & 3. - 

Prisons. see Debtors, 11. Gaols. 

Private Bills. see Bills. 

Privy Council Office, Building and Fee Fund. see Appeals. Miscellaneous Estimates, 
Ne] & I. 

Prize-money, Unclaimed. see Army. 

Processes, Ireland, Return of the number of persons in each county in Ireland, whom the 
assistant barristers have appointed for serving processes, under Act 7 Geo. 4, c. 36, 
(438.) - - - - = = = 2 = 2 = KX. 155 

Proclamations, Ireland. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland. Peace Preservation, Ireland. 


Proctors. see Doctors Commons. | 
Promissory Notes, Reports from the Lords Committee of 1826, on the circulation of pro- 
missory notes under the value of §/. in Scotland and Ireland, [brought from the 
Lords,] (245.)  - - - - 7 7 7 - 2 - VI. 377 
see Arrests. Bank of England. Bills of Exchange. 
Promotions. see Navy. ji 
Propagation of the Gospel. see Colonies. 
Prosecutions. see Miscellaneous Estimates, IV. 7. 
Protestant Charter Schools, Ireland. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 1. 
Protestant Dissenting Ministers. See Miscellaneous Estimates, N° III. 7. 
Prussia, Extract of notes from Baron Maltzahn respecting British produce and manu- 
factures imported into the Prussian states in 1823; also vessels which entered 
into and cleared out from Prussian ports in 1826, (277.) - - XVI. 549 
Public Accounts. see Accounts. 
Public Buildings and Works, Bill to extend an Act of 66 Geo. 3, for enabling His 
Majesty to grant small portions of land as sites for public buildings, or to be 
used as cemeteries, (436.) - - - - - - - II. 359 
see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° I. 
Bill to amend an Act of 1 Geo. 4, for the advance of money for carrying on public 
works in Ireland, (168.) = - - - - os - - - |. §21 
Account. of sums outstanding and remaining to be repaid into the Exchequer on 
6th January 1827; of the advances for public works, the employment of the 
poor, and other public objects, (405.) - - - - - - XIV. 317 
sce Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 32. 
Sess. 1826-7. G Public 
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Public Debt. see Debt. 

Public Departments, Allowances to officers of. see Army Estimates, 1.3. Superaxnuations. 
Public Expenditure. see Finance, (Class 2.) 

Public Funded Debt. see Finance, (Class 4.) 

Public Income. see Finance, (Class 1.) Revenue. 

Purchasers Protection. see Courts of Justice, Ireland. 


R. 


Rates. see Customs. Poor. 

Real Actions. see Actions. 

Receipts, Account of revenue derived from stamps on receipts for the year 1825, and up 
to 5th October 1826, (23.) - - u - ~ - - - XVII. 15 

Receivers-General of Tares. see Taxes. 

Recognizances. see Fines. 

Records, Public. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 31. 

Recovery of Debts. see Arrests. Debts. 

Recoveries. see Fines. 

Recruits. see Army. 

Refuge for the Destitute, Accounts of the receipts and expenditure of the society of the 
Refuge for the Destitute, 1820-1826, (242.) - - - - X. 677 


see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Ill. 4. 


Regent-street. see M‘Adam’s Roads. 

Register-house, Edinburgh, Bull for better sata the Commissioners appointed by Act 
3 Geo. 4, to complete the buildings of His Majesty’s Register-house at Edinburgh, 
(419.) - 2 = - 2 = - + - e- - II gu 

Second Report of the Commissioners for completing and fitting up the buildings of 

His Majesty’s General Register-house at Edinburgh, (384.) - - VII. 103 

Registration of Freeholders. see Elections, 1. 

Registry af Deeds. see Deeds. 

Remedies against the Hundred. see Crime. 

Removal Appeals. see Poor. 

Rent. see Crown Rents. Distresses. 

Replevins, Ireland; Returns of the number of persons appointed by the sheriffs for granting 
replevins, 1822-1827, (328. 407.) - - + « -@ XX. 123, 127 

see Distresses. 


Retford, East. see Elections. 
Revenue, Public, Account of the net public income of the United Kingdom, in the year 
ended 5th January 1827; and balance of money remaining in the Exchequer on 
5th January 1826, (59.)— - - - - - - = - XIV. 303 
Abstract of the net produce of the revenue of the United Kingdom in the years 
ending 5th January 1825, 1826 and 1827,(92.) - - - - XIV. 309 
Account of the net pee income and expenditure of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, 1824-1827, (q04.) - - XIV. 313 

see Excise. Malt. 
Compensation to Commissioners of Inquiry. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° I. 
sal Auctions. Customs. Excise. Hnaace. Insurance. Matt. Newspapers. 

ceipts. 


Richmond Lunatic Asylum. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 6. 


Richmond Penitentiary. see Dublin, 3. 

Roads. see Holyhead Road. Liverpool and London Road. M‘Adam’s Roads. Metropol 

Turnpike Roads. Turnpike Roads. 
Roads and Bridges, Ireland ; Bill to continue an Act of 6 Geo. 4, for providing for the 
repairing and maintaining, &c. certain roads and bridges in Ireland, for a time to 
be hmited, (361.) - = = = = 2 5 © = I. 587 
Second Report of Commissioners on roads and bridges in Ireland, (171.) XI. 329 
Roads and Bridges, Scotland, Thirteenth Report of Commissioners for making roads and 
‘bridges in the Highlands, a aeee under Act 59 Geo. 3, for maintaining and 
keeping in repair certain roads and bridgesin Scotland, (208:) - VII. 107 
Roman- 
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Roman-catholic Seminary, at Maynooth. see Education, 2. Miscellaneous Estimates, 
Ireland, 15. 

Rosin. see Imports. 

Royal Cork Institution. see Education, 2. Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 16. 


Royal Dublin Society. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 17. 

Royal Harbour of George the Fourth. see Miscellaneous Estimates; N° 1. 4. 
Royal Irish Academy. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 18. 

Royal Military Asylum. . see Army Estimates, M11. 16. 

Royal Military College. see Army Estimates, Il. 8. 

Rum. see Spirits. . ¢ 

Russian Loan. see Debt, National. 

Rye. see Corn. 


Sail-cloth. see Imports. 
Saint Domingo Postage. see Postage. 
Saint George’s Parish. see Dublin, 2. 
Saint James’s Park, Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 19th January 1827, on the subject of 
the improvements therein, with a Plan of the proposed alterations, (522.) 
XX. 697 
Salaries. see East India Company. West India Colonies. 
Salmon and Salmon Fisheries, Bill for the more effectual preservation and increase of the 
breed of salmon, and for regulating the salmon Ballers throughout Great Britain 
and Ireland, (218.416.) - 2° - - re = 2 + 4.327.341 
Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee on the above bill, (417.) VI. 261 
Salt. see Imports. 
Salvage Charges. see Customs, — 
Savings Banks, Bill to amend the laws relating to savings banks in England and Ireland, 
(448.525) = = 2 = 2 = 2 © © = TL 385. 409 
see Debt, National. 
Scotland, Matters relating to Scotland will be found under the following heads :— 
Admiralty, Court of. see Courts of Jus- Juries. 


tice. Malt. 
Assessed Taxes. see Taxes. Northern Lighthouses. see Lighthouses. 
Banks. Parochial Settlements. see Poor. 
Bankrupts. Pensions. 
Churches. . Promissory Notes. 
Courts of Justice. Register-house, Edinburgh. 
Creditors. Roads and Bridges. 
Debtors. Salmon. 
Distillers. see Malt. Sea Policies. see Marine Insurance. 
Excise. Settlements. see Poor. 
High Court of Justiciary. see Courts of = Spirits. 

Tantice. Taxes. 
Highland Churches. see Churches. Weights and Measures. 


Seamen, Deductions from. see Navy. 

Sea Polictes. see Marine Insurance. 

Sea Service, Deductions from Wages. see Navy. 

Secret Services, Sums wanted for. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° tv. 1. 

Seeds. see Imports. 

Segars. see Tobacco. 

Service of Process. see Processes, Ireland. 

Services Unpaid, Account of the total amount unpaid on 5th January 1822, on votes pre- 
viously passed for supplies of the Army, Navy, Ordnance and Miscellaneous 
Services; and the amount voted and paid in 1822 to 1826; and the amount 
unpaid on §th January 1827, (217.) - - - - - - KIV. 369 

Settlements. see Poor. 

Seychelles. see Colomes, 1. 9. 
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Shipping, Navigation and Tonnage : 
1. England and Great Britain: | 
Return of the number of vessels and tonnage which have entered inwards at the 
several ports of England and Scotland, laden with corn, meal or flour, for ware- 
housing or home consumption, 1825-1827, (363.) - - - XVI. 567 


2. Of Great Britain and Ireland: 
Comparative statement of British and Foreign tonnage which have entered the 
several ports of Great Britain and Ireland, up to 10th October 1826, (52.) 
XVIII. 367 

Comparative statement of British and Foreign tonnage cleared outwards from 

Great Britain and Ireland, for the year ending 5th January 1826, (185.) 
XVID. 373 
3. Ships Built and Registered: 

Accounts of vessels, with their tonnage, built and recistered from 1814 to 1826, 
also of steam vesscls; and of vessels, with their tonnage, that have entered in- 
wards and cleared outwards in 1826, (177.) - - - - XVIII. 197 

Account of the number of vessels registered, with their tonnage and men, on 
30th September in each year, from 1814 to 1826, (231.) < - XVIII. 207 

4. Ships trading to and from particular Ports or Countries: : 

Account of the number of British and Foreign vessels, with their tonnage, which en- 
tered into or cleared out from the ports of NLondon: Liverpool, Greenock, Hull, and 
North and South Shields, from § Jan. to 31st Mar. 1827, (290.) XVIII. 265 

Four Accounts of ships and tonnage cleared outwards and entered inwards in the 
British Colonies in the West Indies and North America for the last eleven years, 
1816-1826, (500.) - - - - - - - - - XVIIT. 309 

Four Returns of shipping and tonnage entered inwards and cleared outwards from 
the port of Liverpool, 1822-1826, from and for Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 
Russia, Prussia, and the United States of America, (343.)  - - XVIII. 301 


5. Ships trading generally, and Accounts comprizing all or some of the preceding 


Heads: 
Account of the number of ae of all nations which passed the Sound, to and 
from the Baltic, in 1826, (156.) - - - - - - - XVIII. 195 


Eight Returns of the British and Foreign ships, and their tonnage, which entered 
inwards and cleared outwards from the ports of the United ingdom, from all 
parts of the world out of Europe; also hoi His Majesty’s colonies and planta- 
tions in the West Indies and on the continent of America; from the possessions 
of His Majesty or of the East India Company to the eastward of the Cape of Good 
Hope, including New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land, and from any pos- 
sessions, settlements or territories on the west coast of Africa, including the Cape 
of Good Hope.—Returns of vessels and tonnage which cleared out from the ports 
of Great Britain for the Deep-sea Fishery to any part of the world; which entered 
the ports of Ireland from all parts of the world out of Europe; which cleared out- 
wards and entered inwards in the ports of Ireland to and from His Majesty’s 
colonies and possessions in America, north of the thirty-fifth degree of latitude ; 
—of foreign ships and tonnage which entered the ports of Ireland from all 

arts of the world out of Europe (exclusive of the Mediterranean) ;—also of 
ritish ships and tonnage which cleared outwards and entered inwards in the 
orts of ielads to and from His Majesty’s colonies and possessions in the West 
ndies, and on the continent of America, south of the thirty-fifth degree; from 
1814 to 1826, (e76.)-  —s - - - - - - -« - XVII, 211 

Accounts of vessels, with their tonnage, and the number of men and boys navigating 
the. same, that entered inwards and cleared outwards from and to all parts of 
the world, 1814~1826 ;—Return of British and Foreign ships and tonnage which 
entered the ports of the United Kingdom from all parts of the world, &c. 1824- 
1826 ;—also, Account of Foreign vessels and tonnage which have cleared to or 
from the port of Plymouth, and the ports northward thereof to Aberdeen, 1824- 
1826, (279.) - - - = © = = © © + XVIIT. 257 

Eleven Accounts, viz.—1. Account of vessels, with their tonnage, employed in the 
coasting trade, 1823-1826 ;—2. Return of British and Foreign vessels, with their 
tonnage, which entered the ports of the United Kingdom from Foreign Europe, 
1824-1826 ;—3. Returns of British and Foreign vessels which entered inwards 
and cleared outwards from and to the Baltic, in each year from 1814-1826 ; — 

_; 4. Return of British and Foreign ships, with their tonnage, which entered the 
ports of the United Kingdom from all parts of the world out of Europe, 1814- 
1826 ;—5 & 6. Accounts of British and Foreign tonnage which have entered the 
several ports of Great Britain and Ireland, from Foreign parts ; also, reported in- 


wards and cleared outwards, with cargoes, in the ports of Great Britain and Ire- 
land 
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5. Ships trading generally, &c.—continued. 


land, to and from the ports of Europe, for the last twelve years, ending §th Jan. 
1827 ;—7. & go. Return of vessels, with their tonnage and men, that entered 
inwards from all parts of the world, 1814-1826 ;—8. Account of the tonnage 
employed in the coasting trade, also in the fisheries of Great Britain and Ireland, 
for the year 1826 ;—10. Account of vessels, with their tonnage, built and 
euaiered 3 in the ports of Great Britain and Ireland, 1814-1826 ;—and, 11. Ac- 
count of ships, with their tonnage and men, which have entered inwards and 
cleared outwards from the ports of roan, in the a ending 5th January 1827, 
(327.) - o XXIII. 271 
Return of British and Foreign iessele; aaa ‘hic tonnage, which entered the ports 
of the United Kingdom" from the ports of Foreign Europe, including vessels 
entered from the Mediterranean, 1814-1826, (342.) = - -  - XVIII. 299 


see Coals. Milford Haven. Newfoundland. Prussia. 


| Shipowners, Correspondence relative to the none of ee of the port of London, 


addressed to the Privy Council, (278.) 
Shipwrecked ‘Mariners. see Manby, Captain. 
Ship-building, and Repair of. see Navy Estimates. 
Shrewsbury Road. see Holyhead Road. 
Shumac. see Imports. 

Shopkeepers. see Warehousemen. 
Sierra Leone. see Colonies, II. 10. 


Signet, Keeper of, ated of the Patent under which me office of Keeper of the Signet in 
Ireland is now held, (247.) - - - - - - - XX. 141 

Silk Trade, Accounts of raw and thrown silk rupee: 1825-1827; of silk aihier! than 
manufactured, exported, 1824-1827 ; manufactured silk exported and imported, 
1824-1827 ; number of pieces of bandanas imported and exported from 1814 to 

1827, and in the East India Companies warehouses on th January 1827 ; also 

';. Of monies received at the Custaar house in the above periods, on the importation 


- - XVIII. 221 


_ and exportation of the above articles, (295.)- = - - XVIII. 313 
Silver... see Gold. | . 2 ; 
Slave Trade and Slaves : 


L— Bills respecting the Slave Trade : 
1. Abolition of the Slave Trade: 


- Bill to: amend an Act for consolidating the ame reanng to the abolition of the 
slave trade, (458.) - 2 - - - (df §13 


2. Giving effect to Treaties: 


Bill to carry into execution a convention between His Majesty and the Earparor of 


Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African slave trade, (476.) 


I1.— Evidence on the state of Slavery in the Mauritius : HI. 531 
- Taken before the Select Committee (of last session) (90.) - ~ - VI. 287 


III.—Accounts and Papers relative to the Slave pees 
1. Treaties and Correspondence : 

Convention between His Majesty and the — of Brazil, for the abolition of the 
African slave trade (aigned at Rio de Janeiro, November asd, 1826) XXV. 17 

Copies of Correspondence res si: the slave trade received from the Governor of 
the Mauritius, (68. 145. 37 - - - - XXII. 199, 173, 263 

Correspondence with the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone, the Havannah, 
Rio de Janeiro and Surinam, relating’ to the slave trade [Class A. XXVI. 127 

_ Correspondence with Foreign Powers relating to the slave trade [Class B.] 


see Treaties and Conventions. XXVI. 301 


2. Proceedings of the Colonial Governments; Treatment, Condition and Manu- 
mission of Slaves: 

Mr. Gannon’s Report and Appendix on the state and condition of apprenticed 

Africans at Antigua, (355. 553-)- - 2 >i ttti CX XY. 287, 349 
Papers relating to Captured Negroes ; viz. 

I. Mr. Dougan’s further Report on Captured eee at tone: and Major 

Moody’s remarks thereon, (462.) -  - - XXII. 459 

II. Reports of Messrs. Bowles and Gannon, on Captured at es at St. 

Chnistopher’s, Nevis and Tortola, (q463.) - - - = XII. 617 

IiI. Reports of Sir C. W. Burdett and Mr. Hnenele on Captured Negroes 

to Demerara, (464.) - - - = XXII. 603 

~ Sess. 1826-7. H Copy 
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Slave Trade and Slaves—continued. VOL. | page. 
III.— Accounts and Papers relative to the Slave Trade—continued. 
2. Proceedings of the Colonial Governments, &c.—continued. 


Copy of the Memorial of Mr. Lancelot Cooke to the Treasury, respecting the state 
of the prize slaves at the Cape of Good Hope; and the Reports of the Commis- 
_ sioners of Inquiry into the truth of the statements and affidavits contained in that 
Memorial, relative to the manner in which the collector, Mr. Blair, has been in the 
habit of disposing of the prize slaves, (42.) - - - - - XXI. 1 


Correspondence relating to the condition and treatment of slaves at the Cape of 
G Hope during the last five years; also, Accounts of grants of land made 
either to Hottentots or Boushmen during the last seven years; of expeditions 
against the Boushmen since 1797; likewise the census of the population of the 
British dominions at the Cape of Good Hope since 1797, (202.) - XXI. 175 


Return of all public functionaries owning or employing slaves in the colonies, 


(111. 146.) - - - -— - XXII. 1, 95 
’ Return of the number of slaves manumitted in each colony, in each year for the last 
five years, (128.) - = eee XXIDL gg 


Returns from all the West India Colonies, the Isle of France and Cape of Good 
Hope; viz. of slaves imported and exported under licence or otherwise; of manu- 
missions effected by bequest or otherwise; of marriages legally solemnized 
between slaves, and copy of any law by which the marniage of slaves is authorized 
and sanctioned, and their connubial rights recognized and secured, and by which 
the separation of husband and wife, or of parents and children, by sale or otherwise, 
is rendered unlawful; of persons committed to gaols, cages or workhouses as 
runaways, or apprehended deserters, but who claimed to be free persons; of slaves 
escheated by the Crown; of slaves taken and sold in execution for debt; of slaves 
levied upon and sold for taxes; of the slave population in each year, as far as the 
same can be ascertained, of the free black and coloured population ; of sums raised 
for the support of the poor; of the number and names of the persons who 
have received relief from the fund so raised for the support of the poor; from 
ist January 1821 to the period of the respective Returns, &c.(129.) XXII. 1 


Copies of communications respecting the prosecution of Mr Cardin, for the cruel 
treatment of a female slave belonging to the Earl of Romney, (287.) XXII. 269 


Account of all sums which have been paid as bounties for slaves seized, either for 
a breach of abolition laws, or for the violation of the treaties with Foreign Powers, 
’ (399.) as » ab - - o - - - - - - XIl. 283 


‘Return of laws and regulations which prescribe the time to be allowed to slaves in 
Trinidad for the cultivation of their provision grounds ; wages fixed for Sunday 
labour, together with the rate of exchange between Trinidad and England at the 
time such were fixed, (466.) - - - - - - - XXIII. 1 

- Extracts from Minutes of Evidence taken by the Committee of the Council of 
Trinidad for inquiring into the negro character, (479.) - - - XXIII. 5 

Papers in explanation of the measures adopted by His Majesty’s Government for 
the melioration of the condition of the slave population in His Majesty’s posses- 
sions in the West Indies, on the continent of South America, and at the Cape of 
Good Hope ~ ~ - - - ~ - XXV. 53, 347. XXVI. 1. 


3. Papers relating to the Slave Population and Registration : 


Slaves; Retum of the coloured population in each of the West India colonies, as 
taken in 1820, and at the last census, distinguishing the number of slaves from 


free-men, &c.(127.)}2  - - = - - XVIII. 433 
_ Copy of the original Order in Council for the registration of slaves at the Maunitius, 
(236.) - 8 = eee ee XX 1977 


Return of the number of slaves on the estate Bel-Ombre in the Mauritius, from 
1814; also, Order in Council for the registration of slaves in the Mauritius, 
(285.) - - - - - - - - - - - XXII. 199 


Small Debts. see Debts. 
Snuff. see Tobacco. 


Soap, Accounts of soap made in each town of Great Britain; of money allowed by way of 
drawbacks; and of soap exported to Ireland on which a drawback of duty was 
allowed ; 1824-1826, (492.) - - - - - - - XVIII. 333 


Societies. see Friendly Societies. 
Spirits : 
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Spirits : 
Accounts and Papers relative to Spirits: 
1. Spirits distilled generally : 
Account of the number of gallons of wash distilled in England, Scotland and 


Ireland, from October 1824 to May 1826; and of gallons of spirits at hydrometer 
proof imported into England from Scotland and Ireland, (116.)  - XVII. 411 


Account of quantities of British spirits distilled in England, Scotland and Ireland, 
in each quarter of the year 1824; also imports mto England, Scotland and 
Ireland respectively from each other, (139.) - - - - XVII. 439 


Accounts of spirits of proof distilled in England, Scotland and Ireland, from 
10th October 1826 to 5th January 1827; of imperial gallons of proof spirits, 
of the manufacture of the United Kingdom, that paid excise duties ; alsa of 
proof rum used by rectifiers in 1826, (228) - - = = XVII. 447 


Account of the number of gallons of wash distilled in England, Ireland and Scot- 
land ; and of spirits at hydrometer proof imported into England from Scotland 
and Ireland, 1826-1827,(291.) - = - - - -  - XVII. 451 


Account of the number of gallons of proof spirits made from a mixture of malt and 
raw corn; of malt used by each distiller in making the same, in England, Scot- 
land and Ireland, from ath January 1826 to 5th July 1826, (299.) VIL. 463 


Series of Accounts relative to spirits, malt and distillery, m Ireland and Scotland, 
1821-1826 ;—viz.: Accounts of proof spirits made from malt only, by each 
distiller; of money paid, due, or that can be claimed by distillers as drawback, 
at 13s. per gallon, on spirits made from malt only; and of malt made by distillers 
only, on which duty has been charged in Scotland and Ireland, 1823-1826 :-— 
Accounts of malt lodged in the distillery malt-room of each distiller; of malt in 
each of the distilleries for which notice of grinding has been given; of malt 
comprized in the accounts furnished at the ad of every distilling period by each 
distiller in Scotland, from 10th October 1823 to 10th October 186 :— Accounts 
of distillery utensils, unlicensed spirits, wash and ntalit seized in Ireland, from 
1821 to 1823, and in Scotland from 1821 to 1826 :—Accounts of malt made in 
or brought into Scotland, 1823 to 1826; of malt exported from Scotland, 
1821 to 1826; of malt consumed in brewing; of gallons of spirits, computed 
at the strength of proof, made; of gallons of spirits permitted across the old 
Highland Line, from and to the Highlands; of the average market price of spirits, 
computed at proof; and of the number of entered distillers in Scotland, in each 
of the three years ending 10th October 1821 and 10th October 1826; also Memo- 
rial and Petition of the licensed distillers in Aberdeen and ear (305,) 


495 
2. Foreign Spirits: 


Accounts of the quantity of proof rum, brandy, geneva, and other ge spirits 
- + Il 


that paid duties in 1825 and 1826, (212.) - ~ XVIT. 443 
Account of foreign spirits imported for home consumption into the United Kingdom 
in 1824, 1825 and 1826, (94.) - - - - - - - XVII, 483 


Accounts of the quantity of rum imported into, also exported from Great Britain 
and Ireland, with amount of duty paid the Customs and Excise thereon, from 
5th January 1826 to 5th January 1827, (269.)_—- - - - XVIII. 183 


see Malt. Wanes. 


Spiritual Persons. see Benefices. 
Spring-guns, Bill to prohibit and declare unlawful the setting within lands, plantations, 
sic. of spring-guns, man-traps, and other engines calculated to destroy human 
life, or inflict grievous bodily harm, (150. 203.) - ~ - - 1..101, 105 
The same, [with amendments made by the Lords,] (248.) - - I, 107 
Returns of coroners inquests upon the bodies of persons whose deaths have been 
caused by spnng-guns, for the last five years, (427.) - - - XX. 695 
Stamps. ‘see Insurance. Marine Insurances. Newspapers. Receipts. Sea Policies. 
Stamps and Stamp Duties: | 


1. Board of Stamps, England : 
Bill to consolidate the Boards of Stamps in Great Britain and Ireland, (468.) 
Il. §17 
Copy of Treasury Minute of 6th October 1826, upon the 13th and 14th Reports of 
the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry, respecting the Board of Stamps, with 
certain papers relating thereto, (482.) - = - -  - - XVII 1 


2. On 
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2. On Law Proceedings in Ireland : 

Accounts of stamp duties received on certain law Seeoia in Ireland, also in the 
court of Chancery, and in the equity side of the court of Exchequer; likewise of 
daa es into the receipt of the Exchequer in Ireland on account of stamps 
granted by 4 Geo. 4, c. 78, &c. in the year ending 5th January 1827, (134.) 

| XX. 137 

Staff Officers, Charge of. see Army, Estimates, I. 2. . 

Stationery, Printing and Binding for Public Departments, &c. see Miscellaneous Estimates, 

~ N° Iv. and ibd. Ireland, 22-24. 

Steam Packets, Accounts relative to Post-office steam-packets on the Holyhead and 
Liverpool stations ; viz. the time occupied in performing voyages from Liverpool 
and Holyhead to Dunleary, and from Holyhead to Howth; of passengers, car- 
riages and horses carried by the Holyhead packets ; of the expense of establishing 
the Post-office packets, and of coals consumed, (306.) - - - XX. 146° 


Stevens’s, (Dr.) Hospital. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 12. 


Sugar, Accounts of sugar imported into and exported from Great Britain and Ireland, 
with duties received thereon, and average prices, from 5th January 1826 to 6th 


January 1827,(267.) - - -— = - - - XVIII. 339 
Accounts of the quantity of sugar exported from the Mauritius since its capture, 
1812-1825, (283.) = - - - = - - - - XVII 349 


Account of the quantity of sugar imported into the United Kingdom from the 
Mauritius since its capture, with rates of duty payable thereon, (346.) XVIII. 361 


see Imports. 
Superannuations, Copies of Treasury Minutes granting retired allowances in special cases ; 
viz. to G. Reeves and others, (138.) —- - -  - - ‘+ XVII. 103 
The same to Mr. Stevens, J. Kepping and D. Morrison, (10.) - - XX. 701 
Account of total amount of superannuation allowances granted under Act 3 Geo. 4, 
¢. 113, in the public departments of the United Kingdom, which remained Sgt 


on 5th January 1826, (259.) - - XX. 703 
see Army Estimates, U1. 19. Miscellaneous Estimates, N° 111.1. Ordnance 
Estimates. 


Surgeons, Royal College of, Returns relating to sums granted or lent; appropriation and 
expenditure; and regulations of admission to the Hunterian Museum and to 
the library; education and examinations ; persons examined and fees demanded, 
&c.; 1799-1826, (560.) - - - + © © 2 = XX. 937 


Surplus of Ways and Means. see Exchequer. Services Unpaid. 


Surrey, Return of the sums levied in the county of Surrey for county rates, (174.) 
XX. 743 


Sussex Election. see Elections, Il. 8. : 


T. 


Tallow. see Imports. 
Tanjore Debts, Third Report of Commissioners on, (34.) - - - - VIL 435 
Tar. see Imports. | 
Taxation of Costs. see Bills, Private. 
Taxes, Account of salaries and allowances, or other emoluments in any manner 
accruing to receivers-general of, within the year ending 5th January 1827, (101.) 
37! . 
Account of the assessed taxes, distinguishing house and window, for each of the last 
five years, from Manchester and Salford, Birmingham, Leeds and Sheffield, 


G9) = Se - = XIV. 377 
Returns of cases of assessed taxes determined on appeal in England, (8.) XVII. 49 


A similar Return for Scotland, (g0.) - - : - - XVII. 65 
see Land Tar. Warehousemen. ‘ 
Thread, Bill to repeal an Act of 28 Geo. 3, for the better regulation of the manufacture 
of ounce thread, (167.) - - - a - - - - J. 293 
Thread Lace. see Lace. | 

Timber. see Imports. Wood. = 
Tin, Account of all tin imported into and exported from Great Britain in the ha ending 
5th January 1827, (182.) - — - = : - - - - XVIII. 359 


Tsthes, 
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Tithes, Bill to amend the Acts for the establishing of composition for tithes in Ireland, 
GI8) = 7 te et ee gag 
Bill to enable rectors, vicars, and other incumbents of ecclesiastical benefices and 
livings, to commute their tithes by agreement with the owners of lands, (549.) 


593 
Return of parishes in Ireland in which an agreement has been made under the tithe 
composition Act, (266.) - - - - -© - = - XX. 157 


Tobacco, Account of the number of pounds weight of leaf-tobacco, snuff and segars, paid 
duty upon in England, Scotland and Ireland; also pounds weight and amount 
of duty collected, at the respective ports of importation, quarterly, from 1oth 
October 1825 to 10th October 1826, (76.) - - -— - VIII. 36: 

Tonnage. see Shipping. | 

Trade and Navigation. see Finance, (Class 8). Shipping. 

Transportation. see Convicts. 

Treasury Fee Fund, &c. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° Il. 3.-12. 


Treaties, Conventions and State Papers: 
1. America: 

Convention between His Majesty and the United States of America for the final 
settlement of certain claims of the United States, arising out of the convention 
concluded at St. Petersburgh, July 12th, 1822, (signed at London November 13th, 
1826) - - - ~ - - - - - - - XXV. 13 

Correspondence relative to commercial intercourse between the United States of 
America and the Bntish West India colonies, (August 1826 to sig 1827) 

XXV. 


21 
2. Ava: 
Treaty of Peace between the East India Company and the King of Ava, signed at 
Yandaboo the 24th of February 1826 - - - - -— -& XXV - 2 
3. Portugal: 
Convention betweensHis Majesty and her Royal Highness the Infanta Regent of 


Portugal, for providing for the maintenance of a corps of British troops sent to 
. Portugal December 1826 - - - - - - - - XXW ¥ 


Trinidad. see Colonies. Slaves. 5 


Turner, Bill to declare void an alleged marriage between Ellen Turner, an imfant, and 
Edward Gibbon Wakefield, (429.) - - - - - = Jf, 


349 
Turnpike Roads, Bill to amend Acts for regulating those in England, (121. 162. 262.) 
see Metropolis Turnpike Roads. I. 31. 41. 53 


Turnpike Trusts, Report from the Select Committee on the practicability of reducing the 
ar attending the procuring of bills for continuing turnpike trust Acts 

(383.) a ee 2 Os | 
Resolutions to be proposed by Mr. Littleton on 7th June 1827, relative to Parlia- 
mentary charges thereon, (0.16.) -~ 2 = 2 = = XX. 945 


Account of all fees paid on bills for enlarging the terms of turnpike road trusts, 
(48) = 5 5 ee te te ee KX. 747 


U. 
Unclaimed Prize-money. see Army. 


Unfunded Debt. see Debt, Public, 2. Finance, (Class §). 
Union of Parishes. see Parishes. - | 


Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, Salaries to Professors of. see Miscellaneous Esti- 


mates, N° II. 16. 


Unredeemed Funded Debt. see Debt, Public, 2. 


V. 


Vaccine Establishment, Annual Report from the National Vaccine Establishment, (102.) 
see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° it. 3. VIL 97 
_ Van Diemen's Land. see New South Wales. 
Vessels. see Passage Vessels. Shipping. 
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Victuallers and Alehouses, Bill to regulate the granting of licences to keepers of inns, 
alehouses and victualing-houses in England, (256. 507.) - I. 439. 475 


see Beer. Brewers. Malt. 
Vinegar. see Imports. 
Volunteer Corps. see Army Estimates, I. 5. 


W. 


Wakefield, Edward Gibbon. see Turner. 

Warehoused Goods, Account of the official value of merchandize which has been ware- 
housed in the ports of Great Britain and Ireland, for the last six years, ending 
6th January 1827, (396.)_ - - - - = - - XX. 587 

Warchousemen, Account of duties received on warehousemen and shopkeepers in the 
year ended 5th April 1826, (293.)_—s - ~ > - - - XX. 755 

Waterford County, Copy of certificate of magistrates petitioning for, and of the memorial 
of the county of Waterford, against the appointment of a resident stipendiary 
magistrate for the district of Kilmac-Thomas, (205.) —- - - XX. 195 

Ways and Means, Surplus of. see Exchequer. | 

Weights and Measures, Returns of places in England, Ireland and Scotland, which have 
caused copies or models of the new standards of length, weight and measure to 
be compared and verified with those in the Exchequer, (43.) -  - XX. 757 

Wesleyan Missionaries. see Colonies, I. 4- 

West India Colonies, Returns of salaries of governors, a veaganud Wishalhs chief justices 
of courts of king’s bench and common pleas; presidents of slave courts, 
speakers of the houses of assembly, attornies and solicitors-general, and clerks 
of the arraigns and officers returnin ean of juries, in Jamaica and the 
Leeward Islands respectively ; asians co ing the salaries paid to each from home, 
from the salaries, fees and other emoluments voted and regulated by the Assem- 
blies of those islands, and stating out of what funds those salaries respectively 
arise, &c. in Jamaica and the Leeward Islands respectively, (126.) XVIII. 445 

Third Report of Commissioners on Civil and Criminal Justice in the West Indies, 
(36.) - - - - - ~ - = - - XXIV. 1 
First Report (second series) of Commissioners of Inquiry into the administration of 
Civil and Criminal Justice in the West Indies [Jamaica], (559.) - XXIV. 285 
Expense of erecting churches, and providing residences for bishops. see Miscel 
igneous Estimates, N° 1. 9. 
see Slave Trade, I. 2. 

Westmorland Lock Hospital. see Miscellaneous Estimates, Ireland, 10. 

Wheat. see Corn. 

Whitehall, see M‘Adam's Roads. 

Widows Pensions. see Army Estimates, It. 17. 

Wills. see Copyhold Estates. 

Windsor Castle, Charge for repairs. see Miscellaneous Estimates, N° I. 7. 

Windward and Leeward Islands, see Army. 

Wines and Spirits, Accounts of gallons of foreign wines that paid duty for home con- 
sumption, from 5th January 1817, and in the quarter ending 5th April 1827, 
and remaining in bond on §th January 1827; also of foreign spirits that paid 


duty, from 6th Apmi 1827, (540.) - - - - - XVII. 485 
W ood— 
Imported : 
Account of deals, deal ends and battens imported into Great Britain and Ireland, 
1824-1826, (325-.) -. = - = - - - - - XVIII. 33 


Accounts of the number of loads of timber imported into the United Kingdom 
from the British Provinces in North America and from the Baltic, 1785-1826 ; 
also of timber, deals, &c. imported from Europe and all parts of the world, 
1814-1826, (300.)  - - - - - - - - - XVIII. 267 - 

Accounts of wood imported into Great Britain and Ireland from Norway, Sweden, 
Russia, Prussia, the British Colonies in North America, in Africa, and in New 
South Wales ; also of wood imported into London ; 1822-1827,(521.) XVIIL. 977 


Duties : . 


Account of amount of duties levied upon timber, deals and other articles of wood 
imported from the Bnitish provinces in North America, in each of the last three 
years, ending §th January 1827, (232.) - . - - - XVIII. 357 

Woods 
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Woods and Forests. see Land Revenue. 


Wool, Accounts of foreign wool pons and seeps: ae et English wool exported, 
from 1821 to 1827, (230.) - - - XVIII. 385 


see Imports. 
Woollen Goods, Return of the official value of wrootlen goods exporet from Great Britain, 
1817-1827, (§32.) - - - XVIII. 403 


Writ of Right. see Actions. 
Wootton Basset Election. see Elections, II. 9. 


+ ¢ 
York, Duke of. see Godolphin House. 


